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lAMt.'d    ALLAN    i^ARiC^   Esa. 

One  op  his  Majesty's  counsel,  Stc*  &c* 

MTMab  31A^' 

IN  a  publication  Whostf  sole  desiga  \% 
t6|)fom<)te  the  interests  of  the  Gospel^  and  the 
tirelfare  of  the  Church,  I  Consider  that  \  aax 
tisiog  an  additional  argument  m  support  of  my 
design,  by  the  prefixing  of  your  nanne  to  it»  Tho 
exacnple  of , men  distinguished  by  their  fortune, 
their  Iqiowlege^  or  their  station,  diffuses,  through- 
out a  wide  Jange  of  society^  mudh  evil  qn  the 
one  h^nd,  or  more  good  on  the  other^  than  all 
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iv  SEDICATrO}r* 

the  arguments  bowcYcr  pc?werful,  and  all  the 
persuasion  however  affectionate,  of  the  most  ju^- 
dicious,  and  zealops,  preacher^  Jt  rs  to  the  pa- 
rochial Clergy  that  men  look,  and  naturally,  for 
simpltcity  of  manners,  and  purity  of  life ;  but  for 
aplendid  acts,  and  attractive  goodness,  they  look 
to  higher  orders,  and  superior  ranks.  In  an  ex^ 
cmplary  attendance  on  public  worship,  accom- 
panied with  an  amiable  family,  you  give  encou- 
r^ement  tor  the  welt-disposed»  and  adn>onitiaki 
to  the  thoughtless;  you  recommend  the  observ- 
ance of  the  most  solemn  Ordinance  of  the  Gos« 
pel,  not  merely  by  ibc  cxanipfc  of  a  regular,  and 
devout,  participatioiT,  but  by  a  solicitude  demon- 
Strated  even  beyond  the  influetrce  of  example, 
to  impress  a  deep  and  awful  sense  of  its  ob- 
ligation • 

The  interest  you  take,  In  the  midst  of  profes- 
sional  engagements,  and  important  pursuits,  in 
the  benevolent  support  of  the  Magdalen  Institu- 
tion, to  preserve  the  guilty  from  ruin,  and  fa 
restore  the  penitent  to  comfort — the  valuable 
time  which  you  devote,  wnd  the  sotmd  judgment 
which  ypu  ipply  in  the  superimeudencje  and  di- 
rection 
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PJRDICATION*  y 

fe&Mt%  of  a  Charity,  which  difFuscfi  biesslags  oa 
a  part  of  sociery  greatly  to  be  compassioned^ 
who,  unhappily,  have  forfeited  its  countenancei 
and  alienated  themselves  from  its  protection — 
whilst  it  is  a  source  of  no  common  satisfaction^ 
exhibits,  to  men  of  high  station,  an  example  of 
the  blessings  they  may  confer  on  the  miserable^ 
the  deluded,  and  the  friendless* 

Among  the  several  features  of  your  character, 
posterity  will  record  with  gratitude  and  admira- 
tion, your  endeavors,  laudable  in  their  motive, 
and  successful  in  their  issue,  to  obtain,  for  a  per- 
secuted Church,  relief  from  the  penalties  under 
which  it  had  long,  unworthily,  suffered.  The 
Episcopal  Church  of  Scotland,  apostolic  in  its 
origin,  primitive  in  its  manners,  orthodox  in  its 
religious,  and  loyal  in  its  civil,  opinions,  consi- 
ders you  as  a  champion  to  whpse  zeal  and  judg- 
ment, she  is,  in  no  usual  degree,  indebted  for  her 
deli\'erance  from  a  yoke  imposed  at  first  through 
a  suspicion  of  the  principles,  and  continued, 
afterwards,  as  a  restraint  on  the  conduct,  of  her 
members.  May  Government,  in  its  wisdom, 
not  content  itself  with  relieving  her  fron  the  se- 
verity of  penal  laws,  but,  as  an  additional  mark  of 
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favor  to  which  she  is,  justly,  entitled,  cor>sole  fedf 
in  her  afflicted,  and  support  her  in  hei*  ncce$si- 
tpjjs  condition ! 

I  grn,  my  dear  Sir, 

^Jth  every  sentiment  of  respect,  regard,  an4 
affection, 

your  most  obliged,  and  obedicntj^ 

humble,  Servant, 

SAMUEL  CLAPHAM- 

yjCARAGC*  Christ  ChvrcHj  Hants. 
Maj  6»  i8l  I. 
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ADVERTI&EMEm^ 


.  IT  has  been  my  design  to  comprize  in  thh  work^ 
two  descriptions  of  sermons— the  most  eloquenti  an4 
the  most  usefuK  I  should  have  rejoiced^  had  they^ 
generally,  been  rendered  more  attractive  and  interest- 
ing) by  a  greater  degree  of  pathos ;  but  in  this,  the 
English  sermons^  excellent  as  they  may  be,  in  other 
respects,  are  often,  lamentably  defective.  I  need 
only  instance  the  admirable  sermons  of  Conybeare, 
Horbery,  Pearce,  Powel,  Tucker,  all  of  them  distin* 
guished  authors:  those  however  of  Hickman,  Lawson^ 
Newlin,  Ogden,  Richmond,  Riddoch,  St.  John, 
Scott,  and  Skelton,  exhibit  many  happy  instances  of 
genuine  pathos^ 

Should  it  be  objected  to  me,  that  the  biographical 
sketches  contained  in  this  volume,  are  uninteresting, 
I  am  to  observe,  that  many  of  the  authors  having 
been  private  Clergymen — little  known,  it  is  probable, 
beyond  their  respective  neighborhoods — materials  for 
more  detailed  biography  could  not,  in  many  cases,  be 
obtained* 

A  4  I  have 
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Vlll  Al>V£RTIS£M^NT« 

I  have  omitted  notices  of  the  five  French  f  reacbers, 
^hich  may,  perhaps,  appear  in  a  subsequent  work, 
consisting  entirely  of  TransIat|oi}$  pf  French  sermons. 

My  humble  labors  are  now  brought  to  a  close^ 
Happy  shall  I  esteem  myself,  if  they  should  be  re* 
ceived  inpo  families ;  apdi  by  bcmgt  uniformly,  read, 
should  produce  the  end  for  which  they  were,  Qrig^« 
nally,  undertakenir-adherence  to  the  phu^ch,  repunr 
eiadon  of  error,  just  principles*  and  corresppndep( 
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fublisbed  hy  the  Editor, 

An  Abridgment  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Lincoln's 
Elements  of  Christian  Theology.  For  the  Use  of  Fauni|ies,  Se, 
fcood  Editbn.    Price  ($s.  64f 

Sermons  selected  and  abridged  chiefly  from  Minor 
Aothors,  a4apted  to  the  l^irst  Lessons,  or  Epistle  or  Gospel  of  the 
feveral  Sundays  in  the  Year^  For  the  U^  of  Familiest  2  VoU. 
Price  1 5s.  e^ch  Volnme.    Tl^  Fourth  Edition. 

Prayers,  collected  from  the  several  Writings  of 
Jeremy  Taylor,  Lord  Bishop  of  Pown  and  Connor,  adapted  to  the 
Family,  tbe  Closet,  the  Saprafnp^tj  fp  t)ie  Sutes  of  SickoeiSt 
Affliction,  &c.  ^,    Price  8s. 

An  Exhortation,  affectionately  addressed  by  a  Mi« 
pister  to  his  Parishoners  to  i|ttend  Pablic  Worship,  &c.  Humbly 
recoomieocjed  to  the  Clergy  for  DistribMtion.  Price  4d.  or  Twelte 
for  js.    The  Sixth  Editioo* 

The  Second  Exhortation  to  the  Communion,  para* 
^rased  by  Dr.  Cot^ber.  Humbly  recommended  to  the  Clergy  for 
pistribotion.    Price  4d.  pr  TweWe  for  33^ 

The  Duty  of  the  Clergy  to  enforce  the  receivingof  the 
€acraii)ent  ot  the  Lord's  Supper.  A  Sermon  preached  at  che 
Visitation  at  Spothfimpton*    ?rice  is. 

Friendly  Societies  Substitutes  for  Parochial  Assess* 
ments*  A  Sermpn  preached  at  Christ  Church.  Price  4d«  or  Eight 
^r  2s.  6d.  for  Di|tributipt)« 

Sermons  gnd  Tracts  by  tbe  late  Rev.  Philip  Skeltoiu 

^blished  in  Ireland  only.    |^rice  99, 

The  Three  last  Articles  spld  by  Cowie  and  Co.  Poultry • 

<'  Energy  of  thought  an^  of  language  is  the  characteristic  feature 
f *  of  Skelton 'S  discourses.  His  manner  often  reminds  us  of  MassiU 
f'  Ion  and  fioufdaloe  in  his  direct  appeals  to  the  cpnscience,  and 
f'  hisfrfgoefit  ^ntfoductions  pf  apo«trophesand  exclamations.'* 

ECLBCT|9  Rsv|BW« 

**  Skeltpn  was  a  mfn  of  a  itrong  mipd  apd  brilliant  talents,  capi^ 
f*  ble  of  forming  fine,  confeptions,  and  of  dpathin^  them  in  lan« 
If  guage  well  adapted  tp  give  them  success/' 

Nearly  x^c4yfor  tbe  Pr^ssi. 
The  Articles  upon  Sessions*  Law  contained  in  the 
•eYeral  Writings  of  Addingtqi,  Blackston^  Bum, Const,East,  Haw« 
kins,  Nolan,  WiUiaiQ9»  af^  Too^pi'  lAff  Dictipoafy,  ^Iphabett* 
calJy  arianmU 
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DR.  LEWIS  ATTERBURV. 

THE  following  account  of  Dr.  Aiterbury  is  pre- 
f  xed  to  his  Sermons  by  Mr.  Archdeacon  Yardley. 

**  Dr.  Lewis  Atterbury,  dder  brother  of  the  cde«< 
grated  Bishop  of  Rochester,  was  born  at  Caldecot, 
Bucks,  the  id  of  May,  1656.  He  was  educated  a( 
Westminster  School  under  the  not-less  celebrated  Dr. 
Busby.  In  the  1 8th  year  of  his  age  he  was  sent  to  Christ 
Church,  Oxford.  He  was  (being  then  B.  A.)  or- 
dained Deacon  at  Christ  Church  by  the  Bishop  of 
Oxford,  on  the  21st  of  September,  1679.  He  com- 
Bienced  M.  A.  5ih  July,  i680i  and  the  next  year 
received  the  order  of  priesthood  from  the  hands  of 
Dp.  Barlow,  Bishop  of  Lincoln. 

*^  In  1684,  he  was  instituted  Rector  of  Sywdf,^ 
in  the  county  of  Northampton. 

"  Iti  1687,  he  took,  by  accum^^atlon,  the  two  de- 
grees of  Baichelor  and  Doctor  in  the  Civfl  Law. 

**  Dr.  Atterbury  in  1691  was  Lecturer  of  St. 
Mafy-Hi""  in  London,*  and,  not  fong  after  his  mar- 
riage, settled  at  Highga.te,  where  he  supplied  thcf 
pulpit  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lathom,  who  was  very  old, 
^nd  labored  under  the  loss  of  his  sight.  Upon  his 
death  Dr.  iV^terbury  was,  169-5,  by  the  unanimous 
totes  of  the  si^  trustees  of  Highaace  Chapel,  eleaed 
to  be  their  preacher}  and  this  office  he  held  to  the 
time  of  hi%  death. 

**  He  was  appointed  one  of  the  six  preaching^ 
ifhaplams  to  her  Royal  Highness  the  princess  Anne 
of  Denmark.  When  he  firfl  resided  at  H'ighgate/' 
he  devoted  much  time  {o  the  study  of  physic^  and 
having- attained  a  good  skill  therein,  practised  it,  oc* 
€?asionally,  among  his  poor  neighbors. 

^  In^  1707  the  rectory  of  Shepperton  in  Middle-* 
fex  lapsed  to  the  Queen,  who  gave  the  presentation 
to  Dr.  Atterbury. 

"  In  1719  the  Bishop  of  Lx)ndbn  cotlatH  hinrfo* 
the  rectory  of  Hornsey,  which  was  the  more  agreeable 
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to  him,  because  the  Chapel  of  Higbgate  is  situated  in 
that  parish* 

"  Dr.  Attcrbury  enjoyed  a  good  share  of  heahh 
till  he  was  about  seventy,  and  usually  preached  oqce 
every  Sunday :  his  delivery  was  simple  and  easy  with* 
out  any  manner  of  affectation.  After  this  period,  the 
infirmities  of  old  age,  and  a  stroke  (though  a  gentle 
one)  of  the  palsy,  made  him  less  constant  in.  the 
pulpit,  and  occasioned  his  going  frequently  to  Bath, 
where  he  died  after  a  short  illness  on  the  2Qih  of 
October,  1731. 

^^  In  his  will  he  gave  some  few  books  to  the  Li* 
braries  at  Bedford  and  Newport,  and  upwards  of  aoa 
volumes  of  pamphlets  to  the  Library  of  thrift  Church.. 
He  charged  his  estate  for  ever  with  the  payment  of 
ten  pounds  yearly  to  a  school-mistress,  to  instruct  the 
girls  at  Newport- Pagnel,  which  salary  he  had  in  his 
lifetime  paid  for  many  years. 

"  Dr.  Atterbury  published  some  translations  from 
the  French — Letters  relating  to  the  History  of  the 
Council  of  Trent — a  Defence  of  Archbishop  Tillot^ 
son*s  Arguments  against  Popery — a  few  single  Ser- 
inons — and  two  small  volumes  of  Sermons  chieQy 
controversial/' 


Between  Dr.  Atterbury  and  his  brother  the  Bishop 
there  seems  to  have  been  some  disagreement  about  the 
Archdeaconry  of  Rochester,  the  Bishop  having,  vir- 
tually, promised  it  to  him,  and  afterwards  giving  it 
to  Dr.  Brydges,  brother  of  the  Duke  of  Chandos. 
Had  the  Bishop  beep  a  Whig  I  should  not  have  been 
surpria^ed  at  his  duplicity ! ! ! 

The  posthumous  Sermons  of  Dr.  Atterbury,  those^ 
at  least,  which  I  have  selected,  may,  strictly,  be  de^ 
nominated  Evangelical.  Happy  would  it  have  been 
for  the  Church  of  England,  had  her  Clergy,  always, 
^dressed  such  to  her  hearers^  applying  to  their  hopei 
and  fears,  rather  than  with  some,  chiefly  to  the  ima« 
ginationi  or  with  others,  entirely  to  the  undersuoding, 

DR- 
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DR.  BROOKE. 


ZACHARY  BROOKE  Wa^  admitted  of  St. 
John's  College^  Cambridge,  and  took  the  degree  of 
B.  A.  in  1737*  and  afterwards  chosen  Fellow  of  hi$ 
College:  be  was  made  M.A.  in  1741,  B.D.  in  1748^ 
and  SwT.P..  in  I753«  In  1766  be  was  chosen  Lad/ 
Margaret's  Professor  of  Divinity,  after  a  warm  con^ 
test  with  Dr.  Law,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Carlisle ;  to 
which  Professorship  is  annexed  the  rectory  of  Tpr^* 
rington  in  Norfolk.     He  had  been^  previously,  ap« 

Eainted  Chaplain  to  his  late  Majesty :  he  was  collated 
y  the  Bishop  of  Ely  to  the  rectory  of  Icklcton  near 
Cambridge,  with  which  he  held  the  rectory  of  Foro- 
cet  in  Norfolk.     He  died  in  1788. 

The  Monthly  Reviewers  do  not  represent  his  ser* 
tnons  as  poss^ised  of  the  highest  excellence:  for  ac- 
cording to  their  opinion,  a  sermonj  as  to  its  compo* 
sition,  cannot  posses  excellence. 

^^  The  subjects  of  these  discourses  are  chiefly  prac« 
tical,  and  are  treated  in  a  florid  declamatory  manner, 
.  having  little  more  to  recommend  them  to  readers  of 
discernment  and  taste,  than  a  clear  and  easy  flow  of 
language.  It  is,  indeed,  extremely  difficult  to  repre« 
sent  religious  truths,  thoc^h  universally  allowed  to  be 
of  the  utmost  importance,  in  a  striking  and  agreeable 
manners  mediocrity,  therefore,  in  regard  to  compo- 
sitioi^  is,  and  necessarily  must  be,  the  general  cha« 
racter  of  all  productions  of  this  kind/' 

March  1764. 

I  do  not  quote  the  Critical  Review:  Or.  Brooke's 
principles  are,  what  those  writers  term.  Evangelical ; 
he  is,  thereforti  very  unworthily^,  the  o|;gect  of  the;r 
abuse. 
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"      MR.  CATCOTT. 

MR,  CATCOTT  was  born  about  the  year  i6g§i 
where  he  received  his  school-education  I  have  not 
•been  itirormed.  ^  He  Wa«  of  St.  John's  Cbllegei  Ox- 
ford, LL.B.  and  chosen  Fellow.  He  was  afterwards 
tippointed  Master  of  the  Grammar-school  in  Brrstoi, 
And  about  Bv€  years  before  his  death  Airas  preseifled  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  to  the  rectory  of  St.  Stephen's,  in 
JBrifitd,  irt  which  he  was  succeeded  by  the  celebrated 
Dean  TuckerC  A«  a  preacher,  he  made  a  very  distiit** 
guished'figure,  ;ind  in  his  parish  he  was  highly  esteemed: 
in  the  disch^r^e  of  his  professional  duties  he  was  very  * 
exemplary,  and,  in  the  several  relations  of  life,  recomk 
friended  and  enforced,  by  his  example,  the  purity  df 
that  Gospel  which  he  studied  with  dihgence,  and  il« 
lustrated  with  ability.  He  was  greatly  afflicted  in  hii 
iieAlth  for  the  twenty  last  years  pf  his  life;  and -died 
at  the  age  of  fifty  four.  He  is  buried  in  cbe  ch^nc^l 
of  St.  Stephen's. 

Mr.  Catcott^  as  a  classical  scholar,  an  Hebrakt,  and 
-jtietaptiysician,  was,  deservedly^  eminent.  It  appear! 
from  his  sermons  that  he  was  an  Hutchinsorliaii,  as 
tflso  th#£dit<)r  of  ihem^  who,  it  may  bepFesumed,  was 
Lis  son. 

Mr.  Catcott  had  five  children.  His  eld€ls€  son^ 
Alexander^  was  Vicar  of  Temple  in  Bristol :  like  his 
father,  he  was  learned  and  ingenious.  He  was  the 
author  of  a  Treatise  on  the  Deluge.  He  died  in 
1779.  His  second  son,  George,  was  among  the  ad* 
vocates  for  the  authenticity  of  Rowley's  Poems.  He 
was  well  at^uainted  with  Chatterton,  and  corresponded 
.with  the  first  literary  characters  on  the  subject.of  that 
controversy.     He  died  in  1  %02. 

For  this  short  sketch  I  have  to  return  njy  public 
thanks  to  a- Clergyman  of  great  worth  and  respecia^ 
bilityi  whose  name  I  am  not  authorized  to  mention.* 

I  BISHOP 
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BISHOP  CONYBEARK 


FOR  Ac  annexed  memorial  of  Bishop  Cony- 
beare  I  am  indebted  lo  his  son^.  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cony- 
beare,  late  Rector  of  St.  Botolph,  Bishop$gate,  and  pre- 
Ijendary  of  York,  extracted  froni  the  last  edition  cjf 
the  Biographia  Britapnica,  from  materials  supplied  by 
bimself, 

'^  John  Conybeare,  D.  D.  Bishop  of  Bristol,  and 
Dean  of  Christ  Church,   Oxford,  son  of  the   Rev, 

iohn  Conybeare,  Vicar  of  Pinho  near  Exeter,  was 
orn  at  Finho,  Jan.  31,  1691-2.  He  received  the 
first  rudimenfts  of  his  education  at  the  grammar-school 
in  the  pty  of  Exeter.  From  hence  he  was  removed 
in  Feb.  1707-8  to  Exeter  College,  in  Qxford,  where 
he  was  Fellow,  and  a  tutor  for  many  yeart;  and  2^1 
length  was  elected  to  the  headship  in  1750.  With 
bis  fellowship  »hc  held  the  rectory  of  St.  Clement's,  in 
Oxford,  a  small  living,  to  which  he  was  presented  by 
the  Lord  Chancellor  Macclesfield.  He  had,  likewise, 
the  honor  of  being  appointed;  one  of  his  Majesty's 
preachers  at  Whitehall  in  ^724,  on  the  Brst  establish* 
aent  of  that  ilistitutiori." 

•*.  Dr.  Conybeare  was,  early,  noticed  as  a  preacher 
before  the  University,  and  was,  frequently,  attended, 
even  at  his  pstrish  church,  by  many  auditors  frbin  that 
body.  His  merits  as  a  Divine,  and  the  ^rvice  he  had 
rendered  to  Religion,  by  his  defence  of  revealed  it^- 
ligion  against  the  exceptions  of  Dr.  Tindal,  procured 
him  the  favor  of  Bishop  Gibson,  who  recommended 
him  to  his  Majesty,  King  George  the  second,  for  the 
deanery  of  Christ  Church-^a  station  which  he  filled 
for  the  space  of  twenty  years  and  upwards." 

••  When  advanced  in  life  (1750)  he  was  promoted 
to  the  bishopric  of  Bristol.  He  enjoyed  this  prefer- 
ment but  a  short  time,  being  carried  off  by  the  gout 
at  Bath  in  July,  1755.'' 

«  Besides 
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«*  ficstdes  t!)e  two  volumes  of  Sermons,  piiWisnM 
by  subscription  after  his  death;  there  are  twelve  ser- 
mons of  the  Bishop's  extant,  printed  separately  by 
him  in  his  life-time,  five  of  which  have  been  pubh'shed 
itt  the  Eachiridion  Theologicum  printed  ac  Oxford 
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1  was  told  by  the  late  Rev.  Mr.  Cotlln^^  Vicar  dt 
Rnaresbrough,  in  Yorkshire^  that$  during  his  tesi'- 
dence  at  Oxford,  both  when  an  undergraduate^  and 
afterwards  when  a  Fellow  of  University  College^  he 
regularly  went  to  Su  ClemcntS  to  hear  Dr»  Cony, 
bearc)  of  whom,  as  a  preacher^  he  spoke  with  rap- 
ture^  and  thought  that  an  injury  was  done  to  his 
memory  by  publishing  his  University,  rathef  than  his 
practical,  sermons:  and  on  Mr.  Collinses  judgment  I 
liad  a  perfect  reliance. 

1  extract  the  following  character  of  Bishdp  Cony- 
beare*s  sermons  from  the  Monthly  Review. 

"  These  discourses  have  afforded  us  no  small  sa- 
tisfaction in  the  perusal  j  as  they  abound  with  just  and 
solid  reflections,  useful  observations  on  the  conduct 
of  human  life^  and  clear  reasonings  on  a  variety  of 
important  subjects.  The  author's  manner  of  writing 
may  not,  indeed,  be  very  pleasing  to  those  who  ex.- 
.pect  to  find  in  sernr|ons  som^ething  to  touch  their  hearts, 
and  warm  their  affections.  Those,  however,  who  arc 
better  pleased  with  an  address  to  (lieir  judgments  than 
to  their  feelings,  will,  in  general,  meet  with  a. great 
deal  of  rational  entertainment  in  these  discourses.'* 


MR. 
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MR.  DUKE- 

Of  Mr.  Duke  I  know  nothiog^  but  what  Is  related 
of  him  by  On  Johnson. 

**  He  was  bred  at  Westminster  and  Cambridge, 
and  is  said  to  have  been  some  dme  tutor  to  the  Duke 
of  Richmond. 

"  In  1683  being  then  M.  A.  and  Fellow  of  Tri- 
nity College,  he  wrote  a  t^oem  on  the  marriage  of 
the  Lady  Anne  with  George  Prince  of  Denmark. 

^^  He  took  orders  I  and  being  made  Prebendary  of 
Gloucester^  became  a  Proctor  in  Convocation  for 
that  Church,  and  Chaplain  to  Queen  Anne. 

'^  In  1710  he  was  collated  by  the  Bishop  of  Win- 
chester to  the  wealthy  living  of  Witney  in  Oxford* 
shire,  which  he  enjoyed  but  a  few  months.  On  Fc'** 
bruary  loth,  1710-11,  he  was  found  dead*  His  death 
is  mentioned  in  Swift's  Journal^' 


SBttHMa 


BR.  ELSMERE. 


FOR  the  sketch  of  Dn  £lsmere*s  life^  t  ani  in* 
debt^  to  the  kindness  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Martyn,  Re« 

Eius  Professor  of  Botany  in  the  University  of  Cam-* 
ridge;  to  whom,  for  hi^  many  obliging  attentions,  t 
here  make  my  public  ackndwlegements*  For  the 
greater  satisfaction  of  the  reader,  I  will  give  the  nar- 
rative in  the  Professor's  own  words : 

*<  Sloane  £lsmere  was  born  in  Ireland  l  of  his  far- 
ther I  know  nothing;  but  his  mother,  whom  I  well 
remember,  was  sister  to  Sir  lians  Sloane,  Bart,  so 
well  known  as  an  eminent  Physician,  as  President  of 
the  Royal  Society,  and  Collector  of  those  natural  cu* 
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f  iositics,  which  now  form  the  basis  of  the  Bridsh  iWti- 
seum.  Sir  Hans  was  godfather  to  his  nephew,  who^ 
therefore,  took  hisalulb.  sLdo.!^  know  where  Sloane 
Elsmere  had  his  school* learning;  but  he  pursued  his 
studies  in  Trinity  College,  Dublin^  and  then  took 
hU  degrees  '6f  B.  A .  and  M.  A .  His  gert^ra!  tfcar ftfiig, 
and  particularly  his  intimate  acquaibtahte  With  tut 
tlassics,  with  ethics,  ^nd  metar^ysics,  is  a  proof  that 
\\t  had  spent  his  time  Well,  botn  at  Khool  and  at  col- 
lege. Where  be  took  the  degree  of  D;  D.  I  ^to  ntot 
^blfe  to  sa^;  ^Vbbibly  not  at  DtAlte,  btcairsi  be  came 
to  England  before  he  w^^  of  *tan^hg  for  it,  and  I  be- 
lieve Tnevcr  retut-ned  to  that  croutitry.;  tettainfy  nbt  at 
Cambridge;  peitiapii  at  Oxford.'^ 

**'  Ott  the  death  of  Dr.  Johh  King  (thy  grandfather), 
which  happened  oh  the  30th  of  May,  1732,  Sloane 
Ehmerie  was  ptesetited  by  hta  ond^,  to  the  rettbry  of 
Chelsea;  bekig  thtn  \\Xi\t  ttiotc  that)  twenty-fout  years 
of  age }  so  that  he  ftiust  have  bwtt  born  in  or  hear 
the  year  I708 ;  tertaihl^  *ibt  htCT.  On  this  occasion 
a  friend  of  the  family  insisted  that  Sit  Hahs  should 
present  his  nephew  to  the  livings  befoie  be  went  to 
Court  for  the  first  time  after  the  vacancy ;  well  know* 
ing  that  Queen  Canrbtm^  «te  thm  a  nursing  mother 
of  the  Church,  would  beg  it  for  one  of  her  own 
friends.  Accordingly^  the  Queen  did  ask  Sir  Hans 
Sloane  for  the  IWii^g^  ^emirfng  10  provide  for  the 
young  man  some  other  way;  but  fortunately  for 
young  Elsmere,  he  had  pot  it  out  of  his  power.  The 
parsonage  house  having  been  fct  to  a  tenant  \^hh  the 
glebe,  was  not  in  a  condstioh  to  teteive  fht  new 
rector,  he,  therefore,  lived  fiiany  years  in  ^  hired 
house  in  Ch^vne  kow,  an9  his  ftiotheir  lived  with 
him :  but  at  icngth  having  in  a  faianner  built  the  l^ar- 
sonage-house,  he  feftioved  ihitheV,  and  continued  in  it 
to  his  death.,  -He  remained  single  doring^the  life  olT 
his  mother^  and  some  considerablle  tiAie  afttt;  bur 
when'  much  advanced  m  y^iiTs,  he  iharrifed  Wis* 
Cotes,  thfe  eldest  daughter  of  Digby  Cotts,  public 
Orator  of  the  University  oT  Oxford,  who,  thdn^h  less 
than  half  his  age/ made  him  a  most'aflfeGtloH^te  i^ife  a)Ml 
'  a  tender 
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ft  letukr  Aurie,  in  kbt  iBfirmiticft  inhtch  attended  his 
latter  days.  He  died  in  1766.  The  two  vakkoics  of 
his  sermons  appeared  in  if6p  They  were  pubUshed^ 
hy  his  widow,  for  the  sole  *  benefit  of  the  charity- 
girls  $choot  in  the  parish  of  Cbelaea^  but  the  number 
of  subscribers  did  not  amount  to  more  than  a  hui>» 
thed.  Dr.  EisoMre  never  published  any  thing  in  his 
Hfe-time.  His  poschuoiUMis  sermona  speak  for  tbcm*- 
selves.  His  delivery  of  them  was  not  graceful  i  Mod 
being  short^^sighted,  be  was  obliged  to  hold  down  bis 
bead  very  near  to  his  notes.  But  the  matter  was  so 
good,  and  there  was  so  much  seriouaaess  and  energy 
in  bis  manner,  that  he  was  always  listened  to  wi^ 
attention  and  pleasure^  He  used  to  prefieice  his  text 
with— ^ar  the  word  of  God,  as  it  is  written,  Sec, 
wbicb,  being  delivered  in  a  solemn  impressive  tone  of 
voice^  had  a  good  effect.'' 


His  widow  died,  I  believe,  about  two  years  ago. 

Enquiring  at  Chelsea  of  an  old  lady,  whether  she 
recollected  Dr.  Elsmere?  she  told  me  that  she  had 
known  and  visited  the  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Elsmere :  she 
represented  them  both  as  truly  benevolent  and  ami* 
able ;  their  charidea  were,  she  saidy  abundant. 

It  would  be  injustice  to  Dr.  Elsmere's  memory 
not  to  sute,  that,  happening  to  read  his  admirable 
aermoQ  on  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lprd's  Supper  t,  just 
after  I  was  ordained,  I  wa$  fir^t  impressed  with  the 
conviction  of  the  indispensable  necejisity  of  urging  the 
observance  of  the  duty  on  my  hearers.  In  obedience 
CO  such  conviction,  I  have,  invariablyi  since  that  time^ 
previous  to  the  FestivaJs  at  least,  either  illustrated  the 
nature  of  the  Ordinance-^^r  ohviated  the  obiecuons 
made  against  the  observing  of  it^-*^or  persuaded  to  a 
ilevoat  celebration^—;  and  such  has  been  the  is^ue  of 
my  labors,  that  I  wouldf  with  great  biimility  and 

*  I  ha?e  been  informedi  sioce  I  rec^vfid  this  narrative  from 
the  worthy  profctsor,  that  the  Sermons  were  sold  to  a  bookseUer 
'for  iicl.  Mrhich  money  was  appropriated  to  the  Charity  School. 

t  Vide  VoL  ad  gf  this  sdectionj  s^nnon  9ld» 

a  2  '       deference^ 
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deference^  recommend  it  to  every  parochial  minister 
to  do  the  samo. 

The  Clergy  are,  I  am  aware,  discouraged  by  their 
want  of  success;  but  if  they  will  persevere  with  tem« 
perance  and  judgment^  their  solicitude,  assuredly,  will 
not  be,  altogether,  in  vain.  I  have,  indeed,  cause  to 
lament  that  the  result  of  my  persuasion,  since  I  re- 
moved into  the  South,  has  not  afforded  my  mind  that 
abundant  comfort  which  I  received  in  the  North :  I 
bless  God  notwithstanding,  that  many  persons,  regu- 
larly, attend  the  Altar^  who  had,  formerly,  lived  entire 
strangers  to  devout  communion.  *  Besides,  I^  have 
reason  to  hope,  that  those  who  resist  all  persuasion  to 
commemorate  their  Redemption  from  death  at  the 
Lord's  Table,  do  not  depart  from  Church  without  self- 
reproach.  May  that  self-reproach  produce  repentance 
not  to  be  repented  of!  May  it,  speedily,  be  turned 
into  self-approbation  by  their  cheerful  and  uniform 
compliance  with  the  Divine  Command ! 


DR.  GODDARD. 


OI^  Dr.  Goddard  little  is  known.  He  was  ad« 
mitted  of  Clare  Hall,  Cambridge,  in  the  year  172 1. 
In  1724  he  took  his  first. degree:  in  1727  he  was 
elected  a  Fellow^  and  in  die  next  year  took  his  degree 
of  M.  A.  he  afterwards  became  tutor  of  the  Col-> 
lege;  and,  as  appears  from  an  extraordinary  Dedica- 
tion of  his  sermons,  to  the  Duke  of  Newcastle,  writ- 
ten, it  may  be  presumed,  in  his  second  childhood, 
was  appointed  private  tutor  to  his  Grace.  In  the 
year  1747,  he  was  presented  by  the  Society  to  the 
united  rectories  of  Fornbam  All  Saints,  and  Weslw,- 
near  Bury,  in  Suffolk.  In  1761  he  was  made  D.  D. 
and  was  appointed  Master  of  the.  College  in  1762. 
He  was  collated  to  a  Prebend  in  the  Cathedral  Church 
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of  Peterborough,  and  in  1770  to  the  Prebend  of 
Harlstont  in  St.  Paul's.  In  the  year  1776,  he  vacated 
.his  living,  and  was  afterwards  presented  to  the  Rectory, 
I  believe,  of  Wbitstead,  near  Bury :  he  died  in  1781. 
It  was  during  his  residence  ifi  the  University^  when  he 
was  Tutor  of  his  College,  that  he  preach^  the  ser- 
mons before  the  University,  which  he  published  a 
liale  before  his  death :  he  also  preached  them  in  the 
College  Chapel  when  he  was  Master,  and,  during  his 
r^idence,  in  the  Cathedral  of  Peterborough. 

Dr.  Goddard  was  so  popular  a  preacher  as  to  be 
called  the  young  Tillotson.  His  popularity  could 
not,  certainly,  be  derived  from  the  composition  of  the 
discourses;  (he  sentiment  being  trite  and  common, 
and  the  language  unworthy  the  pulpit  of  ai)  Univer- 
sity, or  of  a  Cathedral :  it  must  then  have  proceeded 
from  his  mode  of  delivery,  in  which  he  must  have 
been,  singularly,  happy ;  otherwise  such  sermons  could 
not,  one  would  conclude,  have  obtained  the  appro- 
bation of  a  learned,  or  fastidious,  auditory.  Excel- 
lence in  delivery,  however  it  may  manifest  itself, 
whether  in  the  graces  of  elocution,  in  zeal,  in  pro- 
priety of  manner,  it  is  to  be  wished  were  more  uni- 
versally, aod  successfully,  attended  to,  in  every  public 
seminary.  Almost  every  one  may  be,  if  not  an  elo- 
quent, at  least,  an  useful,  speaker :  let  his  mind  be 
impressed  with  a  just  sense  of  his  high  calling,  and 
whilst  his  sermon  will,  under  such  circumstances,  be 
an  appeal  to  the  heart,  his  delivery  will  be  acknow* 
leged,  if  not  powerful  and  eloquent,  still  not  unin- 
teresting. 

The  contemplation  of  Dr.  Goddard^s  character  as 
a  preacher,  induces  me  to  submit  the  following  anec- 
dote to  the  reader;  which,  though  not  having  an  im- 
mediate relation  to  his  life,  may  be  considered  as  re- 
commending care  and  attention  to  the  Clergy  in  the 
public  discbarge  of  their  duty,  both  as  speakers  and 
writers. 

A  Doflor  of  Divinity,  celebrated  for  his  preaching, 
represented  himself  when  he  was  first  ordained,  as 
the  worst  reader  and  preacher  in  the  University, 
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n^ith  the  exception  of  one  person,  wIks  ^  "^U  Us  tiiti>« 
^elf,  had  the  reputation  oT  being  tcry  learned*  During 
these  triumphant  boasts,  he  was  ted — happily  for  hrfitn 
self)  and  the  numerous  congregation  which  aMend 
on  his  ministry — to  reflect  whose  servant  he  had  be« 
come,  and  whether  he  -conveyed  ihe  divine  wicsMge 
in  such  a  manner  as  demonstrated  his  fiddky,  and 
would  acquit  him  of  negligence  and  inattention.  Re^ 
flection  converted  his  indifference  into  aeal,  and  he^ 
instantly,  became  as  popular^  as  he  had  before  been 
tmacoeptebk;  since  which  time,  now  about  thirty 
years,  he  has  been  a  fardrftil  servant  to  the  beat  of 
Ma^renj,  and  has  been,  I  trust,  in  the  hafids  of  Pro* 
-vidence,  the  happy  instrumem  of  "  turning  many  la 
;f*  ri^eousness.'' 


BISHOP  HICKMAN. 


THE  following  brief  notice  of  Bishop  Hickinan 
is  taken  from  Mr.  Noble^s  Continuation  of  Granger^k 
Biographical  History  of  England : 

**  Dr.  Hitkman,a  native  of  ihe  county  of  Nfortfaamp^ 
ibn,  wasiedocated  atOxford>  where  betook  the  degree 
of  Bottor  af  Xmvos  .•"  (This  seems  to  be  a  mistake :  he 
^as  a  indent  of  Ohrist  Church :  he  took  the  degree  of 
M.  A.  in  1674;  of  B.D.  in  1684;  and  of  D.D.  in 
1^687)  ^^  ^^  ^^  successively  chaplain  to  Charles 
Fitzroy,  Dutee  of  Soothamapton,  K.  G.  afterwards 
Doke  of  Clevehmd ;  James  firydges.  Lord  Chandos  ; 
and  Lawrence  Hyde,  £arl  of  Rocheeier^  Lord  Lien. 
tenant  of  Ireland.  He  was  also  Chaplain  in  ordi- 
nary to  William  and  Mary,  and  Queen  Aime;  and 
consecrated  Bishop  of  Derry,  June  ii,  170a;  yet 
at  his  marriage  April  15,  1703,  he  is  called  ^  Bishop 
*  of  Londonderry,  cleft.'  His  Lordship  married  ae 
Chelsea,  Anne  Burgoyne^  of  Warwickshire,  who  waa 
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dmmghtev  Af  Sir  Join)  ibibg9(yo^  I^.  'and:  Sfltb  'rt^ 
ftidcBt  at  Wroxhatt,  ift  tidti  ^Cdiiiit)'.  T^s  lacfy  waiy 
hora  iulyas^  x6i^.  H^  ijoodship  attnaa  td  hftvd 
resklcQ  much  i  a  Eoglaoc^.  and  died  at  Futtiani^  }iwi:t 
afi,  1713;  ani  wis^ihwidil  in  WeaxmimsitiAbhef^ 
H€  pviblttbed  b\s  $i£img>ni^  rpmacted  ai  St.  jAinca*^ 
Westmiottef^  MiUlst  he,inBiAdrMi'«r  dMre,  Svbtck  am 
not  defiokii^^n-merit^  tbiitilhft  iai%ii4^  tends  to  a&c« 

^^  I  was,  obligingly,  infornfaH}  by  Df.  Andrews^  Deatu 
of  Canterbury,  and  .ileetdn  of  St.  James's,  West- 
iiuiis(|ei>f^iiiay  prefbnnleDt,  for  the  inferosu  of  Reli'^ 
gtOBy  atid  th(p  ksmoi  q£  patronage  be  always^  iio 
voriUiy,  and  M  jUdkidt^y)  hdstowed  !<r--tlKtt  Qr^ 
Hickman  Was  DOt  LeciDrer».  but  vl^al  is  called 
Preadwf  Assi^ttot  ;at:6t.  Jasnef^;  thai  he  was  nocnU 
Bated  in  1691 ;  aod  resigns  th^ofiKce  in  1699^  wbea 
it  is  probabie,  he  wonfi  10  itekind  vitb  the  £arl  of 
Rochester. 

Mr.  hk)Ue  ofaservosy  ihat  ^his  sermons  are  not 
deficient  in  merk,  but  dieJafiguage  ^ends  to  afiecta^ 
tkm  :*'  the  observation  is,  ianquesciontbIy>  just.  i| 
willy  I  bclievei  i;ioiwithiiandipgy  be  very  geaeraUy  ac^ 
knowlegcd,  that  HidcfDan,  as  a  writer  of  sermonsi  haai 
scarce  a  superior,  and  few  equals,. 


A  brief  Memoir  of  Bishop  Hickman  is  given  in 
Wood's  Athens  Oxonidnaes,  v«l.  ii.  which  was  trans^ 
raitied  to  me  through  the  kindness  of  the  Rev.  Dn. 
Hodson,  tiie  worthy  and  l^arn^  Principal  of  Brazou* 
nose  College,  Oxfords 

Charles  Hicknaan,  ^on  of  Wiitiam  Hickman>  of 
Barnack  in  NoFthamptnnshire,  Gentlentan,  was  born 
in  that  county,  became  student  of  Christ  Church,  in 
1667,  aged  eighteen  years  or  thereabouts,  took  the  De- 
grees in  Arts,  received  Holy  Orders,  was  Rector  of  St. 
Ebb's  Church,  in  Oxon,  for  a  time,  afterwards  Chap- 
lain to  Charles^  Duke  of  Southamptoui  and  in't68o> 
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to  James  I«ord  Chandois,  dien  goiog  Ambaatador  to 
Constantinople.  In  16849  he  became  Chaplain  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland^  proceeded  in  Divinity  in 
the  year  following,  and  after  King  William  and 
QueSen  Mary  came  to  te  Crown,  he  became  one  of 
their  Chaplaina  in  Oidisiary,  and  in  July,  i6e2,  Ltc^ 
Surer  of  Su  James*s  Church,  within  the  liberty  of 
Westminster.  He  six:ceeded  Dr.  Th«  Spark  in  the 
Rectory,  or  Ministry  of  Hoggsnorton,  in  l^cester- 
ahire.     He  hath  published 

Several  Sermons^  as  (i)  Sermon  before  Sir  Robert 
Clayton,  Lord  Mayor,  at  Guildhall  Chapel,  27  June, 
i68q,   on  1  Kings  xvii.  21.    London,   1680,  4to. 

(2)  Sermon  before  George,  Earl  Berkley,  Govemour, 
and  the  Company  of  Merchants  of  England  trading 
into  the  Levant  Seas,  25  Jan.  1680,  on  John  iv« 
ti,  22,  23.  London.  1681.  4to.  The  publica« 
tion  of  this  sermon  (preached  in  St.  Peter's  Church, 
in  Broad-street)  was  partly  occasioned  (the  Earl  of 
Berkley's  commands  also  concurring)  by  some  cen- 
sures passed  thereon  by  certain  carping  ill-wishers^ 

(3)  Sermon  before  the  House  of  Commons,  at  St, 
Margaret's,  Westminster,  on  Sunday,  19  Oct.  1690, 
being  the  Thanksgiving«day  for  the  wonderful  pre^ 
servation  of  his  Majesty's  person,  on  Isa.  Ix.  lo. 
London.  1690.  4to.  (4)  Sermon  before  the  Queen, 
at  Whitehall,  on  Sunday,  %6  October,  1690,  on 
Psalm  iv.  4.  London.  1691.  4to.  (5)  Sermon 
preached  before  the  Queen,  at  Whitehall,  2  Oct. 
1692,  on  Deut.  xxz.  15.  London.  1693.  4to.  (6) 
Sermon  preached  before  the  Queen,  at  Whitehall,  on 
Wednesday,  the  15th  of  March,  1692,  on  Philip  iv. 
11.  London.  1693.  4ta  (7)  Sermon  preached  at  St. 
Bride's  Church,  on  St  Cecilia's  day,  Nov.  22,  1695^ 
being  the  Anniversary  Feast  of  the  Lovers  of  Music, 
on  Psalm  c.  1,  published  at  the  re(][uest  of  the  Stew^ 
ards.  London.  1696.  ^to. 
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DR.  HORBERY. 

FROM  the  Gentkman's  Magazine,  April  1806, 
Vol.  769  Part  ISC,  I  extract  the  following  narratives 
h  is  signed  Clericus  Surriensis. 

*^  On  Horbery  was  born  at  Haxay,  in  Lincoln-* 
shire,  about  the  year  1707,  and  died  at  Staniake,  in 
Oxfordshire,  aad  June,  1773.  His  father  was  Vicar 
of  Haxay  s  and^  both  he  and  hb  mother  died  when 
their  son  was  very  young.  The  provision  made  for 
him  was  about  400!.  which  enabled  the  executors  to 
aend  him  to  school,  first  to  Epworth,  and  afterwards 
to  Gainsborough*  From  thence  he  was  removed,  at 
a  proper  age,  to  Lincoln  College,  Oxford  Imme- 
diately before,  or  soon  after,  he  took  his  Master's 
degree,  he  was  informed  that  a  Lincolnshire  fellow- 
ship was  become  vacant  at  Magdalen  College ;  but  so 
poor  an  opinion  had  he  of  himself,  that  it  required 
some  persuasion  to  induce  him  to  offer  himself  a  can« 
didate.  He,  however,  did  offer,  and  was  successful ; 
and  never  was  young  man  more  happy,  because,  as 
he  observed,  *'  I  had  then  a  home.".  No  great  length 
of  time  after  this  he  preached  before  the  University, 
when  the  soundness  of  his  doctrine,  with  a  good  voice 
and  fine  person,  gained  him  a  favorable  hearing;  and 
he  was,  frequently,  called  upon  to  deliver  his  sen* 
timenu  before  that  learned  body.  His  manner  was 
simple,  without  any  ornament  of  gesture,  or  of  speech^ 
though  not  without  energy;  and  Garrick,  who  was 
one  of  his  constant  auditors,  when  they  happened  to 
meet  at  Lichfield,  said  of  him,  that  ^^  he  was  one  of 
the  best  deliverers  of  a  sermon  he  had  ever  heard/* 
Dr.  Smalbroke,  Bishop  of  Lichfield,  had  appointed  him 
his  Chaplain;  and  collated  him,  as  they  became  vacant, 
to  the  vicarage  of  Eccleshall,  and  the  curacy  of 
Gnosall ;  to  which  were,  afterwards,  added,  a  canonry 
of  Lichfield,  and  the  vicarage  of  Hanbury ;  when  he 
resigned  QnosalU     The  whole  of  tl^e&e  preferments, 
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even  vith  the  addition  of  his  fellowship,  were,  by  his 
management,  barely  equal  to  his  expences :  for  he  had 
very  little  notion  of  accopiU5>  or  cjgre  about  worldly 
things ;  the  consequence  of  which  was,  that  he  was 
often,  most  egregiously,  imposed  upon.  Let  one  in- 
stance o(  this  sort  suffice  t  beiitg  desired  to  renetr  a 
kaie  at  Lichfield,  which  was  nearly  expiring,  he  re^ 
quired  the  usual  fine  (under  £^6);  but  the  teimm 
objecung,  that  it  was  too  hard,  the  good  man  v^  stag- 
gered»  and  the  tenant  left  him,  conceiving  he  had 
gained  hts  end.  It  happened,  however,  that  a  gentlt^ 
man  of  the  place  eaaie  in  suoh  after,  and  4aud,^M 
iupposc,  Doctor,  you  have  agreed  with  M#— rr-.,'* 
when  receiving  an  answer  in  the  negative,  hty  inuBedi- 
ately,  offered  him  three  or  four  hundred  pcrands,  I 
forget  which,  for  the  renewal,  together  with  an  increase 
of  the  annual  rent. 

^'  About  this  period  he  was  promoted  by  his  Col- 
lege  to  the  rectory  of  Stanlake,  when  be  quitted 
£ccleshall,  having  previously  married  Miss  Sarah 
Taylor,  the  daughter  of  a  respectable  Clergyman, 
late  Vicar  of  Chebsey ;  whose  love  for,  and  attention 
to,  him,  were,  if  possible,  equal  to  his  worth.  He 
cbojte  this  sequestered  spot,  that  he  might  indulge  hia 
favorite  propensity  to  reading  and  meditation ;  and  be^ 
cause  it  was  near  to  his  beloved  Oxford.  A  gentle-, 
man  in  the  law,  of  considerable  erudition,  who  was,in« 
limately,  acquainted  wiih,  and  much  esteemed  hiin,  re* 
iQgrked^  <^  often  have  I  seen  him  in  company,  where 
arguments  have  run  high  on  learned  topics,  sitting  still, 
yratching  the  &moke  curling  from  his  pipe,  without  uti^ 
tering  a  word;  when  I  was  sure  he  could  have  set 
them  all  to  rights  in  a  minute.  He  was  a  walking  li« 
brary  !''  At  the  soliciution  of  Bishop  Sroalbroke,  he 
wrote  his  treatise  on  the  Eternity  of  Hell  Torments, 
and  published  it  in  1744.  There  is  reason  to  suppose, 
that  be  was  pressed,  in  some  measure,  into  this  serviee; 
not  because  he  enteruined  any  doubt  of  the  truth  of 
the  doctrine,  but  because  he  was  of  that  gentle,  inoffen* 
give  nature,  that  benevolence  of  disposition,  that  he 
would  have  been  more  pleased  with  a  fast  (the  appd* 
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iadioQ  he  himself  gives  it  in  his  prebo^)  of  a  difiS^ret^ 
IdncL 

^^  After  his  death,  his  library  and  manuscripts  were 
Bcid^  excepting  a  (6w  sennons,  which  were, selected  by 
Im  wife's  oepbew,  and  published.  These  oever  reaclu 
ed  a  second  edttion,  although  they  had  the  (bilowing 
iBBitinony  from  Dr.  Johnson ;  vhoi  after  seeing  them 
in  the  Library  in  LichBeld  Cathedral,  to  which  they 
were  presented  by  hb  widow,  said  to  her,  as  he  met  her 
in  the  Close,  <^  Madam,  I  have  been  readiiig  your  late 
hosbaod's  sermons :  they  are  excellent."  Dr.  Johnson 
was  not  singular  in  this  c^ioion  :  several  other  learned 
gendemen  having  expressed  their  approbttioa  of  them, 
in  terms  equally  strong,  if  not  so  concise*  They  are 
vritteo  in  a  nervotss,  ammafcd  language^  calcujated  tp 
convince  and  persuade,  without  any  affectation  or  pre^ 
fence  to  rhetoric,  but  with  a  simplicity  which  w^  a 
proQunent  feature  in  the  character  of  their  authort  It 
vasamaxim  with  bim^  that,  ^a  writer  V9a$4:k4rinlm 
idtMS^  be  wmld  be  eqmily  sow  his  expressims. 

**  Hip  library,  consisting  of  upwards  of  aooo  vo- 
lumes In  the  best  pi^eservatioo,  was  spki  to  Fletcher,  of 
Oxford, for  thestsall  sum  of  £^iao,  and  for  which  no 
more  than£'ioo  or /^  105  had  been  offered  by  White 
and  Payne;  whereas  aco  of  his  MSS.  sermons,  which 
I  am  certain,  were  never  transcribed  by  him,  but  ap- 
peared in  the  very  scate  in  whkh  they  first  flowed  from 
his  pen,  were  disposed  of  (after  a  previous  proposal) 
for  600  guineas.  Dr.  Winchester,  an  old  acquaintance, 
and  fellow-collegian,  «atd,  repeatedly,  both  before  and 
after  their  sale,  that  the  price  of  6ve  guineas  ought  to 
have  been  put  on  each,  when  they  would  have  been 
paited  with  as  rapidly  as  they  were  ibr  three. 

<^  Dr.  Horbery  was,  indeed,  a  truly  amiable  and 
excellent  person^  as  well  as  a  most  able  and  «ound 
Divine.  On  the  Death  of  Dr.  Jenner,  President,  of 
Magdalen,  he  was  solicited  by  eleven  out  of  the  thiiteeu 
(I  think  there  are)  fellows  who  compose  the  seniority,  to 
aland  for  the  presidentship ;  but  he  declined  the  flatter^ 
ing  offer,  saying,  **  I  prefer  being  where  I  am."  Tbe 
election  then  fell  upon  Doctor^  afterwards  Bishop, 
a  Home; 
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Horne ;  who,  it  was  said  at  the  time^  would  not  have 
presented  himself  if  Dr.  Horbery  would  have  coaie 
forward. 

^Mt  is,  scarcely,  necessary  to  add,  that,  as  be  lived, 
greatly  beloved,  so  he  died,  sincerely  lamented  by  those 
few  wno  had  the  happiness  of  knowing  him. 

"He  proceeded  M.A,  1733,  B.D.  1743,  D.D. 

The  following  account  is  given  of  his  sermons  by 
the  Monthly  Reviewers,  Feb.  1775. 

*^  The  discourses  of  this  orthodox  Divine  are,  in 
general,  sensible,  ingenious,  and  judicious.  We  have 
perused  them  with  pleasure,  though  we  may  not  at  all 
times  subscribe  to  his  sentiments,  or  think  that  his  ar« 
gumen^  in  every  case,  conveys  clear  and  full  convio* 
tion/' 

It  must  be  acknowlegcd  however,  that  Dr.  Horbcry^s 
Sermons  are  entirely  devoid  of  animation;  there  is  in 
them  no  zeal,  no  p^os :  they  may  be  read  in  the  fa* 
mily,  or  rather  in  the  closet,  with  great  improveinenti 
but  would  be  beard  from  the  Pulpit  without  edification. 
The  same  remark  applies  to  the  sermons  of  Catcott, 
Conybeare,  Goddard,  Pearce,  Peters,  Powell,  Scat« 
tergood  and  Tucker. 


MR.  JONES. 

THE  Rev.  William  Jones  was  born  at  Lowick, 
Northamptonshire,  on  the  3oih  of  July,  1726.  His 
father  was  a  descendant  of  Colonel  Jones — but  of  prin- 
ciples very  different  from  those  of  his  ancestor— -who 
married  a  sister  of  the  Usurper.  William  so  abhorred, 
even  while  a  lad,  the  sin  of  rebellion,  and  so  dreaded 
the  judgment  of  God  upon  it,  that  he  used  to  say,  his 
femily,  he  feared,  would  never  prosper  in  the  world  for 
the  iniquity  of  his  ancestor^ who  had  been  a  principal 
in  the  murder  of  t^e  Royal  Martyr ^  but  ^^  God  v»siteth 
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*^  the  sins  of  the  Others  upon  the  children  unto  the 
•«  third  and  fourth  generation  of  them*^  only,  "  that 
^<  hate  Him"  not  <*  of  them  that  love  Him  and  keep 
^  His  commandments/* 

The  subject  of  this  memoir,  as  soon  as  he  was  of  the 
proper  age,  was  admitted  a  scholar  at  the  Charter* 
house,  where  he  made  a  rapid  progress  in  Greek  and 
Latin,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  that  knowlege  which 
has  since  been  such  a  blessing  to  the  Christian  world 
At  about  1 8  years  of  age,  he  went  to  University  Col* 
lege,  Oxford,  on  a  Charterhouse  Exhibition. 

Having  taken  the  degree  of  B.A.  in  1749,  he 
was  ordained  a  Deacon  by  the  Bishop  of  Peterborough, 
and  in  1751  ordained  a  priest  by  the  Bishop  of  Dn- 
coin.  His  first  situation  was  that  of  Curate  of  Finedon, 
in  Northamptonshire.  There  he  wrote  a  fUll  answer 
to  Bishop  Clayton's  Essay  on  Spirit^  which  was  pub^ 
lished  in  i753>  and  dedicated  to  the  Rev.  Sir  John 
Dolben,  to  whom,  as  his  Rector,  he  considers  himself, 
he  says,  in  some  measure  accountable  for  the  use  h^ 
makes  of  his  leisure  hours.  And  a  full  answer  it  is  to 
all  the  objections  urged  by  his  Lordship,  who,  eating 
the  bread  of  the  Church,  >^  did  lift  up  bis  heel  against 
"  her." 

^^  ^754  ^r*  Jones  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  R.  Bridges,  and  went  to  reside  at  Wadenho, 
in  Northamptonshire,  as  Curate  to  his  brother-in-law 
the  Rev.  Brook  Bridges,  a  gentleman  of  sound  learn- 
ing, singular  piety,  and  amiable  manners.  Like  Za- 
charias  and  Elizabeth,  this  happy  couple  were  righte- 
ous before  God,  he  in  the  care  of  the  parish,  and  she 
co-operating  with  him  in  all  his  designs  for  the  good  of 
the  people  committed  to  his  charge* 

Here  he  drew  up  the  Catholic  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity. 
To  the  Third  Edition,  1 767,  was  added,  A  Letter  to 
the  Common  People^  in  Answer  to  some  popular  Argu-^ 
ments  against,  the  Trinity.  The  Society  tor  promoting 
Christian  Knowlege  has  since,  laudably,  admitted  it 
into  their  list  of  books,  and  from  the  general  distribu* 
tion  of  it,  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  its  producing 
great  and  good  effects. 

In 


Digitized  by 


Google 


In  1766  he  published  An  Essay  &n  thirst  PtkcU 
fks  of  Natural  Philosophy;  and  in  178  r,  a  larger  work^ ' 
linder  the  tiilte  of  Physhlegical  Disquisitions^  or  Dis^ 
courses  on  the  Natural  Philosophy  of  the  Elements. 

In  the  year  1764,  Archbishop  Seeker  presented  him 
first  to  the  Vicarage  of  Bethersden,  in  Kent,  and  aooii 
after  to  the  Rectory  of  Pluckley.  He  took  his  wife^ 
his  two  children,  and  all  his  substance,  which  was  not 
tnuch— my  master,  Jones,  said  an  old  servant  of  his, 
minds  money  no  more  than  the  dirt  in  the  street — and 
went  to  the  place  which  the  Providence  of  God  had  aU 
lotted  for  him.  But  the  living  being  less  valuable  than 
was  expected,  he  took  a  few  pupils.  Happy  it  was  for 
those  who  were  to  have  the  benefit  of  his  instructions* 
In  1773,  Mr.  Jones  colleaed  into  a  volume  Dis- 
quisitions on  some  select  subjects  of  Scripture,  which 
had  been  before  printed  in  separate  tracts — all  in  the 
highest  degree  instructive  and  edifying. 

After  twelve  year's  residence  at  Pluckley,  he  accept*^ 
ed  the  perpetual  Curacy  of  Nayland,  in  Suffolk,  and 
soon  after  exchanged  Pluckley  for  Paston,  in  North- 
amptonshire. To  Archbishop  Seeker  be  was  first 
known  only  as  the  Author  of  the  Catholic  Doctrine  of 
the  Trinity — from  Archbishop  Moore,  he  received 
most  unequivocal  proofs  of  friendship,  independent  of 
the  sinecure  Rectory  of  Hollingbourne,  and  very  valu« 
able  Living  of  Lackington,  given  to  Mr.  Joneses  son 
in  the  life-time  of  his  father. 

After  the  example  of  his  Blessed  Master,  he  was  ever 
anxious  to  receive  little  children  under  his  care,  and 
*^  train  them  up  in  the  way  wherein  they  should  go.** 
In  the  exercise  of  this  branch  of  his  pastoral  office,  he 
took  peculiar  pleasure.  He  taught  them  privately  at 
his  own  house,  and  publicly  in  the  Church ;  and  his 
catechetical  lectures,  adapted  to  the  capacities  of  cfail- 
dnm,  were  admirably  calculated  for  the  edification  of 
those  of  riper  years.  Having  observed  the  many  evil 
consequences  of  non- conformity,  he  was  particularly 
careful  to  instruct  his  young  pupils  in  the  nature  of  the 
Chtirch,  ajrrd  convince  them  betimes  of  the  beinousness 
of  the  sin  of  schism. 
l&y  the  advice  of  his  learned  and  judicious  friend 
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Bishop  Home  now  become  his  diocesah,  to  whose 
opinion  he,  always,  paid  the  greatest  deference,  he  put 
forth  iti  the  year  1790  two  volumes  of  sermons  on 
itaoral  and  religious  subjects.  He  gave  being  to  the 
British  Critic,  and  he  published  in  two  volumes  Th^ 
Scholar  Armed  against  the  Errors  of  the  Times.  His 
Scholar  Armed  is  a  judicious  well-digested  collection 
of  invaluable  tracts,  Intended  for  the  information  and 
assistance  of  young  studentSi  and  ought  to  be  in  the 
ha^ds  oFevety  one. 

Whfcrt  the  aemocratical  and  levelling  principles  were 
spteading  vith  w  much  rapidity,  he  wrote  the  LelUf 
tf  Tb$mas  Bull  to  bis  Brother  yohn^  which  was  dissemi- 
nated throuthout  the  kingdom :  it  came  home  to  men's 
bdsbros  anabtlsiness,  atid  was,  indeed,  a  word  in  sea* 
son.  Motice  was  taken  of  it  in  the  Hovise  of  Commons, 
^nd  the  author  was  bitterly  inveighed  against  by  the 
great  popular  orator,  once  the  man  of  the  people. 

In  1793,  he  published  in  four  numbers.  The  grand 
Anatogy^  or  the  TtsiiiHom  of  Nature  and  Heathen  Anti^ 
quity  to  the  Truth  of  a  Trinity  in  Vnityy  and  inscribed  . 
thetti  to  Bishop  Horslcy,  as  no  less  profoundly  skilled 
in  every  branch  of  human  learning,  th^ti  well  affected 
10  every  doctrine  of  the  Christian  Faith. 

Ob  the  death  of  Bishop  Home  in  1792,  thii  his  af- 
flicted Chaplain,  out  oF  dutiftil  and  affectionate  regard 
to  the  memory  of  the  venerable  prelate,  his  dear  friend 
ami  patron,  undertook  the  task,  the  painful  task,  of 
vriting  his  life.  It  was  published  in  179$,  and  the  se- 
cond edition  in  1799.  A  gentleman  writing  to  a  friend 
on  reading  it,  said — *  It  is  executed  with  more  skill, 

*  more  talent,  more  address,  and  more  feeling  than 

*  can  be  described ;  and  if  there  was  cm)y  one  Horne, 

*  it  tnay,  really,  be  said,  there  was  only  one  JoNia 

*  fit  ro  paitot  his  picture.* 

The  life  oF  a  private  country  Clergytnatj  is  not  ex- 
pected to  abound  with  incidents.  Happy  the  unifor* 
mity  wbeti  it  consists  in  doing  good  t  Such  was  thai 
of  the  taihi^ter  of  Navland,  Vho  to  all  his  other  know- 
Irgb,  a(^d^d  (he  kmrowfege  of  medicine,  to  the  benefit  and 
cofltifokt  of  his  people,  "  the  sheep  of  his  j)asture.'* 

As 
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As  physician  both  of  body  and  soul,  he  ^^  bound  up 
•*  the  broken-hearted — he  gave  medicine  to  heal  then* 
**  sickness — he  went  about  doing  good."  At  his  first 
going  to  his  parish,  the  communicants  were  few,  which 
i^as  matter  oF  grief  to  him;  but  by  exerting  himself  in 
the  pulpit  and  out  of  it,  he  gradually  effected  a  refor« 
mation,and  the  Sacrament  was  afterwards  well  attended* 

In  1798,  being  then  upwards  of  seventy  years  of  age» 
he  was  collated  by  the  Archt^ishop  of  Canterbury  to 
the  sinecure  Rectory  of  Hollingbourne,  in  Kent,  bene- 
volently intended,  as  a  convenient  addition  to  his  in- 
come^  after  the  discontinuance  of  his  pupils.  In  this 
year  was  published  a  Letter  to  the  Cburcb  of  Er^land^ 
pointing  out  some  popuhr  errors  of  bad  consequence.  Bv 
AN  Old  Friend  and  Servant  of  the  Church.  It  is 
executed  with  great  vigor  of  mind,  and  shews  that, 
*^  though  his  outward  man  decayed,  his  inward  man 
**  was  renewed  day  by  day.'* 

From  a  survey  of  what  this  servant  of  God  has  done, 
it  appears  how  closely  through  life  he  kept  within  the 
circle  of  his  duty  :  the  three  great  subjects  with  which 
a  Christian  Minister  is  concerned — the  word  of  God, 
the  Church  of  God,  and  the  Christian  life — having  uni» 
formly  been  the  employment  of  his  thoughts. 

The  year  1799  began  with  a  severe  trial,  the  irrepa- 
rable loss  of  the  careful  manager  of  his  family,  his  be- 
loved wife  with  whom  he  had  lived  in  sweet  converse 
for  near  half  a  century.  Like  many  other  good  and 
pious  men  before  him,  he  had  long  very  much  dreaded 
the  pains  of  death,  but  to  his  own  great  comfortj  this 
dread  he  completely  overcame.  He  had  had  a  para- 
lytic stroke,  which  deprived  him  of  the  use  of  6neside« 
During  his  confinement,  the  Sacrament  had  been  fire<^ 
quently  admfnistered  to  him,  and  he  received  it  for  the 
last  time  a  few  days  before  his  death.  About  the  tim^ 
of  his  departure,  as  his  Curate  was  standing  by  his 
bed-side>  he  requested  him  to  read  the  71st  Psalm, 
which  was  no  sooner  done  than  be  took  him  by  the 
hand,  and  said,  with  great  mildness  and  composure, 
^  If  this  be  dying,  Mr.  Sims,  I  had  no  idea  what  dying 
^  was  before/  and  then  added  in  a  somewhat  suongec 
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tone  of  voice — ^  thank  God,  thank  God^  that  it  is  no 
•  worse/  He  continued  sensible  after  this  just  long 
enough  to  uke  leave  of  his  children^  a  son  and  daugh- 
ter,  and  expired  without  a  groan  or  a  sigh*  ^^  And 
^^  when  Jacob  had  made  an  end  of.  commanding  his 
*^  sons,  he  gathered  up  his  feet  into  the  bed,  and  yield* 
•*  ed  up  the  ghost." 

The  above  is  an  Extract  from  a  very  interesting 
Life  prefixed  to  Mr.  Jones's  works,  consisting  of  twelve 
volumes  in  octavo« 


DR.  LAWSON- 


MY  enquiries  respecting  this  eloquent  writer  have 
not  been  accompanied  with  the  success  I  was  sanguine 
enough  to  expect.  I  am  indebted  to  a  very  respect- 
able Clergyman,  who  was  educated  in  the  University 
of  Dublin,  for  the  following  account^— which  I  give  in 
his  own  words. 

**  Dr.  John  Lawson,  formerly  senior  tutor,  and 
Professor  of  Oratory  in  the  College  of  Dublin,  was 
the  most  popular  and  universally-admired  preacher  in 
the  kingdom  of  Irelatld.  As  a  writer  of  sermons,  we 
have,  unfortunately,  very  insufficient  authority  to 
form  anv  judgment;  for  I  do  not  know  that  he  e^er 
in  his  lite  time  published  one  sermon ;  and  at  his  death 
he  left,  as  I  have  been  assured,  the  strictest  injunction 
to  his  executors,  to  destroy  all  his  manuscripts. 
About  four  years  after  his  decease,  an  obscure  printer 
in  Dublin  published  a  collection  of  "  Occasional  Ser- 
nons,  twenty  in  number ;  by  a  late  eminent  Divine  of 
the  Church  of  England;"  together  with  a  Latin  Oration 
delivered  at  the  funeral  of  Dr.  Richard  Baldwin,  Pro- 
vost of  that  University.  Prefixed  to  this  publication 
is  an  Adveriisement,  dated  from  London ;  but  so 
dated,  with  a  view^  as  I  conceive,  of  concealing  t^ 
true  Editor." 

Vol.  Ill,  b  "  From 
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<^  From  (he  advertisemcfil  it  a|f^d»Fs'  that  the  ser- 
mons which  compose  the  volime,  profess  to  be  no^ 
thtfug  more  than  copies  from  Lawson^s  original  manit^ 
scripts.  They  have,  however,  been,  always,  under-^ 
stood  as  sermons  preached  by  Lawson ;  and  three  of 
them  in  particotar-<^he  first,  sixth,  and  eighteenth, 
together  with  the  oration,  I  can  aftirm  to  have  heard 
hira  deliver.  Never  any  man,  i  believe,  succeeded 
so  wel)  as  a  p\>bKc  speaker  against  the  disadvantage  of 
a  weak  and  cracked  voice,  as  well  as  of  an  appearance 
not  altogether  prepossessing :  yet  in  a  very  short  time 
^ter  he  had  ascended  the  pulpit,  every  defect  was 
totally  lost  to  his  audience  in  his  correct  enunciation^ 
in  his  unafiected,  yet  animated  and  impressive  deli- 
very. He  was  deemed  a  man  of  considerable  learn- 
ing, unblemished  morals,  and  exemplary  piety,  and 
was  endowed  with  no  small  share  of  genius  and  ele- 
gance of  taste.  No  man  could  be  more  highly 
esteemed  both  in  and  out  of  the  University.  He  pub- 
Kshed  a  eomse  of  Lectures  on  Oratory,  which  he  de» 
liver^d  in  the  University :  thesie  were  very  weH  re- 
ceived j  for  be  took  every  opportfinity  of  relieving  iht 
dryness  of  his  subject,  by  introducing  apposite  speci- 
mens in  prose  or  poetry,  either  original  or  tnulslated. 
These  Lectures  were  first  printed  in  EKjblin  in  tyS^ 
in  one  vol.  8vo.  and  have,  I  think,  been  reprint*  Df^ 
Lawson  seemed  to  be  about  fifty  when  he  died.'* 

The  late  Bishop  of  Ossory  was  so  obliging  at  to 
write  thus : 

"  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  wdl  acquainted  Irith 
Dr.  Lawson  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  as  I  became  a 
fellow  of  the  College  somcyears  before  he  died;  but  be 
was  very  much  my  senior.  He  must  have  been  elected 
^  fellow  about  the  year  1735;  and  he  died  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  1760,  and  was  buried  in  the  Col- 
lege of  the  Anti-chapel  early  in  the  morning :  I  be- 
ing then  the  junior  dean,  read  the  funeral  service. 
He  was  certaifllv  an  excellent  and  agreeable  preacher  > 
much  applauded  in  the  College;  and  followed,  when 
Hi  appeared  in  the  cicy  Churches.     He  waa  a  aan  of 
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an  elegant  taste  in  literatut^^  and  Ms  company  mock 
sought  after."    ' 

**  Some  thtic  after  his  death  a  voluirte  of  sermons 
was  published,  in  which  there  are  some  that  I  bad  heard 
preached  by  Dr.  L^wson ;  and  I  know  he  usrf  to  letfti 
his  serdions,  sometitnes,  to  his  friends.^ 

The  late  Sir  John  Coghill,  who  had  been  i  Gentfe* 
man-Coflimoncr  of  Trinity  College,  t6ld  me  that  the 
Gentletnen-Cottimoners,  having  been,  as  they  thought, 
grossly  insulted  by  the  senior  fellows,  shaved  in  one 
night  the  tails  of  all  their  horses  except  Dr.  Lawson's, 
which  run  in  a  field  belonging  to  the  College — a  very 

flattering  proof  of  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  uni* 

versally  holden  I 


The  writers  of  the  Critical  Review  say,  ' 

••  These  discourses,  if  we  are  rightly  infonmid,  wett 
imtteh  by  the  late  0r.  Lawson.  We  do  not  find  that 
they  were  intended  by  the  author  for  the  press.  Yet 
though  tbey  appear  under  all  the  disadvantages  which 
ittend  a  posthumous  edition,  they  may  be  rattked  in 
the  first  class  of  sermons*  The  author  delivers  his 
sentiments,  which,  in  general,  are  just  and  manly,  with  | 

a  fluency  and  energy  of  style,  at  once  affecting  the  I 

passions,  and  convincing  the  understanding,  of  the 
reader. 

*'  In  these  discourses  the  reader  will  perceive  certaiit 
traces  of  a  lively  genius,  great  moderation,  National 
piety,  and  extensive  benevolence/ 

The  writers  of  the  Monthly  Review  express  them- 
selves  with  eqtial  praise. 

"  These  discourses  have  a  considerable  share  of 
trterit.  The  author's  style  is  easy  and  perspicuous;  his  * 

sentiments,  in  general,  are  just  and  rational;  soihe  of 
his  reflections  are  beautiful  and  striking ;  and  there  are 
several  passages  itrhich  shew  hiiA  to  have  been  a  man 
of  taste  atid  genius/' 

To  the  testhiionics  of  these  several  critlciJ  1  presume 
to  addj  that  bis  addresses  to  the  passions,  frequent  ih 

b  2  his 
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hb  charity  serlnons^  are  not  surpassed,  I  beliere,  by 
any  Protestant  Divine.  It  is  surprizing  that  sermona 
possessing  such  originality  of  thought,  splendor  6f  dic- 
tion, knowiege  of  human  nature,  and  forcible  appeals 
to  the  heart,  should  not  have  been  reprinted. 

The  Lectures  on  Oratory  discover  profound  think-^ 
ing,  extensive  erudition,  and  exquisite  taste ;  not  so 
copious  as  Dr.  Blair's,  but  evincing  a  deeper  knowiege 
of  the  several  subjects  proposed  to  the  reader. 


t)R.  LLOYD. 

tiR.  PIERSON  LLOYD  was  born  in  1704,  and 
was  elected  on  the  foundation  of  Westminster.  School 
in  1718,  and  elected  to  Trinity  College  in  Cambridge 
in  1722.  lie  returned  to  the  school  as  jisher  in  1724 
—ushers  in  that  situation  having  leave  to  keep  their 
terms  in  the  University — ^and  became  second  master  in 
1748,  which  office  be  resigned  in  1771,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  Dr.  Vincent,  the  present  learned  and  re- 
specuble  Dean  of  Westminster.  In  1733  Dr.  Lloyd 
was  instituted  to  the  first  portioil  of  the  rectory  of  Wad« 
deiden,  in  ducks,  on  the  presentation  of  the  Dutchess 
of  Marlborough.  After  leaving  the  school  he  had  a 
pension  of  £^500  a  year  on  the  privy  purse.  He  was 
collated  bv  the  Archbishop  of  York  to  the  sinecure 
rectory  ot  Kirby,  in  the  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire, 
worth  about  /*300  per  ann.  to  a  prebend  in  York  Ca- 
thedral, and  then  to  the  Chancellorship  of  the  Church 
of  York.  He  died  in  1781,  and  lies  buried  in  the 
Cloisters  at  Westminster,  without  any  monument  or 
inscription. 

The  character  of  Dr.  Lloyd  was  that  of  a  gentle, 
placid  man,  who  conciliated  the  esteem  of  all  who 
Knew  him :  the  attachment  of  the  school  to  him  was 
extraordinary;  for,  though  possessed  of  no  consum- 
viate  abilicieS|.be  was  a  pleasant  and  an  excellent 

teacher: 


Digitized  by 


Google 


£    xxxvii    ] 

teacher :  if  he  did  not  posses  energy  sufficient  for  the 
first  placcj  he  was,  admirably  calculated,  for  the  situa« 
tion  which  was  his  lot.  His  prose  compositions  in 
Latin  were  terse  and  classical,  and  retained  a  savoyr  of 
the  school  of  Freind.  His  sermons  display  the  compo- 
sitions of  a  scholar,  and  may  be  read  with  pleasure  and 
edification. 

Dr.  Lloyd  married  a  Mis^  Langton,  ^  niece  of  Drs. 
Freind  and  Bentley,  by  whom  he  had  a  son  sufficiently 
known  by  his  classical  and  poetical  abilities,  and  by  his 
misfortunes.  He  bad,  likewise,  three  daughters,  two 
of  whom  are,  I  believe,  still  living. 

Dr.  Lloyd  was  for  some  time  morning  preacher  at 
St.  Margaret'^:  as  a  preacher,  in  the  early  part  of  hi$ 
)jfe,  he  was  much  admired ;  his  voice  wa^  clear  and 
musical,  but  not  loud.  When  he  was.seyenty  years  of 
age,  he  was  for  a  little  while  mqrning  preacher  at  St^ 
George's,  Hanbver-square. 

The  Westminster  Elec^on  commences  on  Rogatipn 
Sunday  annually,  and  la^ts  four  days  :  on  the  Tues* 
day  there  is  a  public  dinner  in  the  hall,  attended  bv 
many  who  have  beep,  formerly,  educated  in  the  school, 
and  others.  Upon  that  occasion  a  subject  is  given  out 
to  the  boys  after  dinner;  and  the  thesis,  as  it  is  caUed| 
on  that  day,  w^s — ad  populum  phaleras, 

Abiit  senex.     Periit  stntx  amibilis, 
.   Quo  non  foit  jocundior.    . 
Lugete  vos  stas  quibus  maturior 

Sencm  colendum  przstitit ; 
ScD  quando,  viribus  valentioribat 

Firmoque  fretuapectore. 
Florentiori  v€f  jqvcutQte  ezcokns 

Cari  fovebat  patrii. 
Seo  quaodo^fracmsy  jamque  donatus  rode, 

Vultu  sed  usque  biandulo, 
Miscere  gaudebat  snas  laeetiat 

His  annuls  leporibos ! 
Vixit  probtts,  porlque  simplex  indole  .    , 

Blandisqoe  comis  rooribus, 
Ec  dires  :|sqoS^  mente,  chams  onmibos, 

Unios  auctus  monere. 
Ite,  tituli !  Mentis  beatioribos 

Aptate  laodetilebitasl 
Kec  invidebat  ille,  si  quibos  fareni^ 

Fortuna  ^los  arriserat. 

b  3  Placlde 
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fUcidxi  leoeX)  levi  quiescas  cespite, 

Etsi  saperbum  nee  tibi 
ViYO  decoi  sit  indituro,  nee  aaortoo 

}^t  qot#tpt  noqune  t 

The  following  translatioo  i$  by  their  learned  author. 

Farewd  then  to  the  good  old  man  I  he's  gone. 

And  has  not  left  a  pleasanter  behind ; 
To  you  of  age  mature^  his  worth  was  )cnown— 

ladulge  with  us  the  sorrows  of  jour  mind. 

In  manhood  now,  yoa  traee  the  scenes  of  youth. 
While  yet  widi  spirits,  health,  and  vigor  fraught. 

He  train'd  your  breast  to  principle  and  truth, 
Warn'd  like  a  friend,  an4  like  a  fiithcr  taught, 

YoD  knew  him  too;  when  ebbing  to  decay, 
Releas'd  at  length,  and  all  his  labors  past. 

He  joinM  the  pleasures  of  this  festive  day. 
Courting  the  Muse,  and  ch^erfpl  to  the  last. 

Pure  were  his  manners,  and  his  life  appeared 
Smoothly,  in  oi)e  calip,  even  course  to  tun ; 

Good*humor*d,  gentle,  mild,  (o  all  endear'd ; 
Protected,  cheerM,  and  honor'd  but  by  One* 

Go,  titl'4  Pomp,  where  Virtue  calls  you,  go, 
Wb^re  happier  merit  claims  you  for  her  own. 

He  envied  none,  what  fortune  eould  bestow, 

Pl^s'd  if  shs  smird  on  worth,  and  worth  alone* 

Peace  to  thy  Spirit  then  !  the  peace  of  Heav'n, 
Thou  good  old  man,  and  quiet  to  thy  shade, 

Tho'  to  uiy  living  worth  no  rank  was  given, 
Aod  de^i  no  marbk  tells  where  thou  art  laid. 


MR.  MUNTON. 


I  LAMENT  that  xay  materiab  for  the  life  of  this 
excellent  man  are  to  very  scanty.  Mr.  Munton  was 
born  at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne^  and  after  receiving  hts 
school  education  at  his  native  places  wa^  $ent  to  St. 
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John's  Colfege^  C«d)bridg&  He  took  ihe  degree  pf 
M.A.  in  I76«.  He  bftcaoM  ^^cond  MRsier  of  tbe 
Grammar-school  at  Newcastle  by  the  appoin{mertt  of 
the  Corporation,  aod  ^.as  Curibt?  pf  $t.  A^d^e^v's 
Cburcfau  He  died  in  thf  laiddle  of  lif<^  Jaw.  1756. 
He  married  the  aiecc  of  John  StepheiwQn,  JJ^q.  Al- 
derman of  Newca^ile,  a«d  4>f  Sir  Williaof)  $tepbea« 
son.  Alderman  of  London;  aiid  left  three  spns^  one 
of  whom  was  p^s^hiumoiji^.  After  hiis  ciecea^e,  xi\t 
sennoos  which  cooipose  ijae  volume  were  se^^tcd  by 
the  Rev.  Hugh  Moyses,  M.A.  Head  Master  gf  tte 
schooi,  and  published  by  hi«  v^idow. 

Mr.  Muntoi)  was  a  Qian  of  prijEnitive  nab^^nner^,  an4 
exemplary  character  ;  diligent  in  the  discharge  gf  his 
professional  duties^  and  gre.ally  respected  by  bis  towns^ 
men,  and  ^s  pgngregation.  Pi^jdeli vered  his  di$cour6e9 
with  a  plain  and  ea^y  familiarity,  an4  (^giagod  the  g(^ 
tentiaa  of  bis  hearer$» 

The  Critical  Reviewers  give  this  cbaract^"  of  hk 
sermons.  ^'  These  di^couraes  are  aJipoat  all  of  a  prac- 
tical ftaCM^e ;  ImX  bavie  l^tle  either  in  regaxd.of  la/)gusge 
or  acntinaent  that  can  recbn)f|iend  them  Co  ibe  diicertH 
iag  reader/'     Opt.  175^. 

With  suhmissioQ  to  these  Learned  critics,  fiKOime 
of  Munton's  sermons  would  be  prx>nounQed  truly  ^M« 
cdlenc  by  every  dispassionate  juoge.  His  Yiodicatioti 
of  the  docuises  of  the  Aiooeoveot,  a^wl  the:  Trioity, 
may  not  entitle  hiip  to  the  commendation  of  critics 
who  reject  these  doctrines ;  biit  if  simplicity,  zeal,  and 
affectionate  address,  constitute  merit  in  a  preacher^ 
Munton*s  claim  cannot,  easily,  be  qverlooked. 


tf^fr^f^fff^nrfmr^ 


MR-  NEWLIK 

TO  the  obliging  communications  of  the  late  Rev. 
Dr.  Hutchinson,  Fellow  of  Magdalen  College,  iind 

b  4  Vicar 
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Vicar  of  fieeding,  I  am  indebted  for  die  following  ac- 
count of  Mr.  Newlin — the  only  one  which  could  be 
obuined. 

Thomas  Newlin,  stat  17.  Civ.  Winton,  was  elect« 
ed  Demy  of  Magdalen  College  in  July  1706.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  degree  of  M.  A.  in  1713.  He  became 
an  actual  Fellow  in  1718,  and  was  presented  to  die 
Kving  of  Beeding,  in  Sussex,  ,1720.  In  1727  he 
became  B.D.  He  died  in  the  year  17439  aged  56,  and 
was  buried  at  Heeding.  On  his  monument  is  this  in- 
scription. 

'<  In  a  vault  on  the  other  side  of  this  waU,  are  in- 
^^  terred  the  remains  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Newlin, 
«  B.D.  lite  Fellow  of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford, 
^^  and  Vicar  of  this  parish.  His  works  are  a  lasting 
^^  monument  of  his  great  worth  and  shining  abilities  t 
^  nor  was  he  more  admired  by  the  judicious  for  his 
^^  compositions^  than  he  was  esteemed  by  the  good  for 
*^  his  simplicity  of  manners,  and  integrity  of  life.  He 
*^  was  a  prudent  and  zealous  defender  of  the  Constitu- 
*^  tion,  and  Liturgy  of  the  English  Church,  an  able 
<^  and  discreet  pastor,  and  a  truly  Christian  divine* 
**  In  his  conversation  he  was  polite,  lively,  and  im- 
^^  proving,  and  as  singularly  modest  and  humble^ 
<^  as  he  was  learned  and  knowing.  He  was  an  indul* 
<^  gent  husband,  an  affectionate  brother^  a  generous 
^^  and  charitable  neighbor,  and  a  sincere  friend/' 


I  have  appropriated  very  few  of  his  sermons,  consi- 
dering their  uncommon  excellence.  There  is  a  zeal 
and  pathos  in  them  which  rank  them  among  the  most 
useful  sermons  and  elegant  compositions  in  the  lan- 
guage. 
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PR.  OGDEN, 


I  EXTRACT  an  account  of  Dr.  Ogdcri  from  thaf 
given  of  him  by  the  late  Bishop  Halifax. 

*'  Dr.  Samuel  Qgden  was  born  on  the  28th  day  o( 
July,  in  the  year  1716,  at  Manchester,  in  the  county 
of  Lancaster,  and  educated  at  the  free-school  there. 

In  March  1733,  he  was  admitted  in  King's  College^ 
in  Cambridge^  and  in  August  1736,  he  was  removed  to 
St.  John's  College,  in  the  same  University  ;  where,  in 
1737,  he  took  the  degree  of  B.A.  and  in  1739  ^^* 
elected  Fellow, 

He  was  ordained  Deacon  at  Chester,  in  June  1740, 
and  Priest  at  Bugden,  in  November  1741.  In  this 
year  also  he  took  the  degree  of  M.A.  In  1744,  he 
was  elected  Master  of  the  Free  Grammar-school,  at 
Halifax,  in  Yorkshire,  and  by  Dr.  Leigh,  the  late  Vicar 
there,  was  appointed  first  to  the  Curacy  of  Coley,  and 
afterwards  to  that  of  Elland,  both  in  the  neighborhood; 
which  latter  Curacy  he  continued  to  hold  to  the  end  of 
die  year  1762. 

In  1748,  he  became  B.D. 

In  March  17539  he  resigned  his  school  at  Halifax, 
and  went  to  reside  at  Cambridge,  and  at  the  ensuing 
commencement  in  July,  was  created  D.D.  The  late 
Duke  of  Newcastle,  Chancellor  of  the  University, 
happening  to  visit  Cambridge  at  the  last  of  the  above 
times,  Mr.  Ogden  was^  fixed  upon  to  perform,  before 
his  Grace,  the  exercise  appointed  by  the  statutes  for  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  The  question  proposed 
by  Mr.  Ogden,  and  on  which  he  made  his  Jbesis,  was 

Christum  ipsum  instmUm^  <^  Deo  ad  mortem  daiem  esse 
fro  sontibus^  est  credihile^ 

That  chosen  by  the  Professor  Dn  Green,  the  late 
Bishop  of  Lincoln,  was, 

PTiCsdentia  divina^  et future  imffoborum  pceiue^  cum 
rectd  ratione  mnptignant. 
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The  dispute  was  carried  on  with  the  highest  elegance 
and  spirit,  on  both  sides :  and  the  Respondent  in  parti- 
cular»  acquitted  himself  so  well  in  this  literary  contest, 
that  the  Duke  very  soon  after  was  pleased  to  present 
him  to  the  Vicarage  of  Damerham,  in  Wiltshire,  in  his 
Grace's  private  patronage;  which  preferment  was  the 
more  acceptable,  as  the  living  was  tenable  with  his  Fel- 
lowship. Dr.  Ogden  took  an  early  occasion  of  publicly 
expressing  his  gratitude  to  his  noble  patron  for  $o  ho- 
norable a  mark  of  his  favor,  in  a  handsome  dedicatioti 
prefixed  to  two  sermons,  preached  before  the  Univer* 
^ty  on  the  a9th  of  May,  and  the  asd  of  June,  in  1758. 

In  1764  he  was  appointed  Woodwardian  Professor. 

In  1766,  he  obuined  the  consent  of  the  Duke  of 
Newcastle  to  exchange  the  living  ofDamerham  for  the 
Rectory  of  Stansfield,  in  SufFolk,  on  the  Presentation 
of  the  Lord  Chancellor  ;  and  in  the  month  of  June  of 
the  same  year,  he  was  presented  to  the  rectory  of  Law* 
ford,  in  Essex,  by  the  Master  and  Fellows  of  St« 
John's  College ;  which  two  livings,  together  with  hit 
Professorship,  he  held  till  his  death. 

He  died  on  the  22d  day  of  March,  1778,  in  the  6ad 
year  of  his  age ;  and  was  buried  in  the  parish  Church 
of  The  Holy  Sepulchre^  in  Cambridge,  where  he  had 
preached  for  several  years  after  bis  return  to  College 
in  1753,  and  was,  constantly,  attended  by  a  nuvnerous 
audience,  consisting,  principally,  of  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  University.** 

Bishop  Halifax  observes :  "  If  the  ♦  subjects  of  his 
Sermons  be  common,  and  have  been  often  handled  by 
other  writers;  the  style  and  composition  of  the  author 
are  peculiarly  his  own.  In  his  mode  of  delivery,  there 
was  something  remarkably  striking,  which  commaoded 
the  attention  of  all  who  heard  him." 

^  In  Common  life  there  was  a  real  or  apparent  rus^ 
ttcity  in  his  address ;  but  he  was  in  truth,  one  of  the 
most  humane  and  tender-hearted  men  I  have  evor 
known.'* 

*  On  tbe  Efficacy  of  Prayer  and  Intcircessioa— m  the  Articles  of 
the  Christian  Faith— on  the  Ten  Coromandmrnti — and  on  i\» 
I^oad's  Sapper, 
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^  To  his  relations  who  vranied  his  assisunce,  he  was 
remarkably  kind  in  bis  life,  and  in  his  legacies  left 
them  at  bis  death.  His  father  and  mother^  who  both 
lived  to  an  extreme  old  age,  the  former  dying  at  the 
age  of  75,  and  the  latter  at  that  of  85,  owed  almost 
their  whole  support  to  his  piety.  Soon  after  the  death 
of  his  father  in  the  year  1766,  he  wrote  a  Latin  epitaph 
to  bis  memory,  and  caused  it  to  be  fixed  at  his  own 
expence,  on  a  marble  tablet,  in  the  Collegiate  Church 
in  Manchester,  a  copy  of  which  the  curious  reader  will 
not  be  displeased  to  see." 

THOMiE  OGDEN 
Mancunicnsis 
Indole  genero$l 
Moribas  suavissimis^ 
SffiD^i  comitate,  lep^re,  modestift, 
Caiteri»qac  huniamoribitt  virtntibus  tdonuui  s 
Eminente  inter  alias  pietate, 
Primum  erga  parentesj 
Quos  state  confectos 
I  plttiibas  natis  mtnimusj 
A4  te  Tocepitj  obervavit »  extulit ; 
Deinde  erga  filtum  untcom 
SAMUELEM  OGDEN 
Qaem  tractavit,  educavitque  liberalissime : 
Qui  Ticissira  ilii 
Horn  meritis  parcoit 
Lubenti  certd  animo, 
Gratiam  referebat. 
Obiit  Anno  Dom.  1 766 
Mtzt.  75, 


»> 


^  Dtifing  the  latter  part  of  Dn  Ogden's  life,  he 
ktbored  much  under  ill  health.  About  a  year  before 
I18  died,  he  was  seized  with  a  paralytic  fit  as  he  was 
stepping  into  his  chariot^  and  was  judged  to  be  in  im* 
mediate  and  extreme  danger.  The  cheerfulness  with 
which  he  sustained  this  shock,  and  the  indifference  with 
vrfaich  he  gave  the  necessary  orders  on  the  event  of  his 
4iasolutioD,  which  seemed  to  be  then  so  near,  were  such 
as  could  only  be  ascribed  to  a  mind,  perfectjv  resigned' 
to  the  disposals  of  Providence,  and  full  or  the  hopes 
of  happiness  in  a  better  state.     A  second  return  of  the 

same 


Digitized  by 


Google 


[     xliv     ] 

same  disorder,  which  after  the  first  attack  he  daily  ex-^ 
pected,  proved  fatal.'* 


I  had  long  enquired  for  the  two  sermons  mentioned 
above,  and  was  even  informed  by  a  Gentleman,  who 
^ad  applied  to  a  very  intimate  friend  of  Dr.  Ogden  for 
them,  that  he  believed  such  sermons  were  i^ever  pub- 
lished; a  copy  not  having  been  deposited  either  in  the 
Library  of  St.  John's  College,  or  the  public  library* 
Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Professor  Martyn,  I  ob- 
tained  them,  he  having  very  obligingly  borrowed  them 
of  Dr,  Elliston,  the  late  Master  of  Sidney  College. 
The  critical  reader  will  trace  the  pen  of  Dn  Ogden^ 
but  will  perceive  that  this  eloquent  preacher  had  made 
a  very  considerable  improvement  in  composition^ 
before  he  submitted  to  the  world  those  discourses^ 
\vhich  are  so  justly  celebrated  for  originality  of  sen* 
timent,  and  elegance  of  expression.  They  are,  not* 
withstanding,  liable  to  one  striking  objection:  they 
are  so  condensed  as  to  be  rather  each  an  analysis  of  a 
sermon,  than  an  entire  discourse— -an  objection  which 
the  highest  admiration  cannot  remove. 

Dr.  Ogdep,  a  little  before  his  death,  consulted 
Bishopj  then  Dr.  |ia1ifax,  about  the  publication  of  the 
several  sermons  he  had  preached  before  the  University, 
a  design  which  the  Bishop  very  highly  approved :  the 
next  day  he  consulted  Dr.  Craven,  the  fate  master  of 
St.  John-s  College,  from  whom  I  received  the  account 
— who,  unfortunately,  thought  the  Doctor's  character 
sufBcienily  established.  Those  invaluable  sermons — 
many  of  which  were  on  the  most  interesting  subjects— - 
were  all  destroyed  except  two  or  three,  reserved  for  his 
friends,  together  with  his  parochial  discourses,  in  con* 
sequence  of  that  upfortunate  adyice ! ! !  How  many 
of  Dr.  Ogden's  admirers  wiU  wi^h  that  Dr.  Craven  had 
]K)t  been  born  f 
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BISHOP  PEARCE. 


THE  following  account  of  Bishop  Pearce  is  ex- 
tracted from  his  Life  prefixed  to  his  Commentary  :— 
he  received  part  of  his  literary  education  at  a  private 
school  at  Great  Ealii^,  from  whence,  in  1704,  he  was 
removed  to  Westminster  school,  where  in  the  year 
1710,  after  six  years  spent  sit  Westminster,  he  was 
elected  to  Trinity  College,  in  Cambridge. 

In  the  year  17 16,  he  printed  his  first  edition  of 
Cicero  (U  Oratore^  with  notes  and  emendations. 
Through  the  kindness  of  one  of  his  friends,  he  was 
permitted  to  dedicate  it  to  Lord  Parker^  the  then 
Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  Bench.  He  made  a  visit 
to  his  patron,  who  received  him  in  a  very  obh'ging 
manner,  invited  him  to  dine  with  him  the  next  day^ 
and  then  put  into  his  hands  a  purse,  which  contained 
fifty  guineas.  He  at  times  renewed  his  visits  to  his 
Lordship,  and  was,  always,  very  kindly  received  by 
him.  Mr.  Pearce  was  elected  Fellow  of  his  College 
that  year. 

The  Bishop,  during  his  residence  at  Cambridge, 
wrote  in  the  8th  volume  of  the  Spectator^  No.  572, 
a  humorous  essay  on  quacks;  and  No.  633,  a  se- 
rious dissertation  on  the  eloquence  of  the  pulpit,  of 
vhicb  the  hint  is  taken  from  a  fragment  of  Longinus, 
where  Paul  of  Tarsus  is  numbered  among  the  great 
masters  of  oratory. 

In  the  year  1717,  he  was  ordained  a  deacon,  and 
the  next  year  a  priest,  by  the  Bishop  of  Ely.  In 
1718,  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  Parker,  being  appointed 
Lord  High  Chancellor,  he  became  domestic  chaplain 
to  his  Lordship.  In  1719,  he  was  instituted  to  the 
rectory  of  Stapleford  Abbots,  in  Essex.  In  1720,  he 
was  presented  by  the  Lord  Chancellor'  to  the  rectory 
of  St.  Bartholomew,  behind  the  Royal  Exchange,  of 
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the  yearly  value  of  400].  then  supposed  to  be  the  most 
valuable  of  any  in  the  city  of  London^ 

In  the  same  year,  the  Ministers  of  Sute  dining  with 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  being  called  in  to  say  grace  to 
them  before  they  sat  down  to  dinner,  the  Duke  of 
Newcaftle,  then  Lord  Chatnberlain,  was  pleased  to 
take  notice  of  him^  as  his  Grace  had  known  him  at 
Wesminster  School  and  at  Cambridge,  and  after  he 
was  withdrawn,  the  Duke  expressed  to  the  Lord  CbM«- 
cellor  a  favorable  opinion  of  him*  Upon  which  the 
Lord  Chancellor  said,  then.  Lord  Cbamberlamy  I 
hope,  that  as  you  think  so  well  of  him,  you  wiH 
make  him  one  of  his  Majesty's  Chaplains  when  thffre 
is  a  vacancy.  Yes,  my  Lord,  replied  the  Doke,  I 
livill  do  so  when  I  have  an  opportunity,  and  accord- 
'  ingly  he  soon  after  received  the  Lord  Chamberlain^ 
warrant  for  that  honor. 

In  1722*3,  he  married  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Adams; 
of  Holborn,  with  a  considerable  fortune,  and  lived 
with  her  52  years  in  the  highest  degree  of  connubial 
happiness. 

Mr.  Pearce  was  presented  to  the  living  of  St. 
Martin's  in  the  Fields  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  on  the 
translation  of  Dr.  Green,  Bishop  of  Morwich,  to  the 
see  of  Ely,  in  1723-4.  Being  only  of  fourteen  year* 
standing,  he  could  not  take  a  Degree  of  Doctor  in 
Divinity,  which  the  Lord  Chancellor  tokl  bim  he 
thought  it  proper  for  him  to  take;  it  wa^  therefore 
settled  that  it  should  be  obtained  from  the  Lord  Arch« 
bishop  of  Canterbury;  which  was  conferred  in  Jun^, 
1724. 

The  same  year,  he  dedicated  to  his  patron,  then  cre« 
ated  Earl  of  Macclesfield,  Longinus  on  the  sublime, 
with  a  new  Latin  verfion  and  notes. 

Having  had  occasion  to  see  Mr.  Pultney,  he  noticed 
to  Dr.  Pearce  his  having  been  educated  at  Wesiminslte 
ichool-*-^invited  him  to  come  on  a  day  named  to  dine 
with  him ;  and  from  that  day  a  friendship  subsisted  be- 
tween them,  which  lasted  and  improved  for  very  near 
forty  years,  and  till  the  death  of  Mr.  Pultney,  who  sat 
then  in  the  House  of  Lotds  as  £arl  of  Bath. 
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Dr.  Pearcc,  wbeiv  ihc  Church  of  St.  Martin's  was 
rebutity  preached  a  sermon  at  the  consectation,  which 
be  afterwards  printed,  and  accompanied  with  an  Essay 
on  the  origin  and  progress  of  temples,  traced  from  the 
rude  stones  which  were  first  used  for  ahars,  to  the 
noble  structure  of  Solomon^  which  he  Considers  as  the 
first  temple  completely  covered. 

In  the  year  I7g9>  Mn  Pultney  spoke  to  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  who  was  then  Prime  Minister,  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  where,  though  Mr.  Pultney  was  then 
in  (he  height  of  opposition  to  him,  he  always  sat  upon 
the  same  bench,  and  the  wcry  next  to  him.  Sir  Ro- 
bert, said  he,  I  have  a  favor  to  ask  of  you.  O,  my 
good  friend  Puhney,  replied  Sir  Robert,  what  favor 
can  you  have  to  ask  of  me?  It  is,  said  Mr.  Pultney, 
that  Dr.  Pearce  may  not  suffer  in  his  preferment  for 
being  my  friend.  I  promise  you,  said  Sir  Robrtt^ 
that  he  shall  not*  Why  then,  said  Mr.  Pultney,  I 
hope  that  you  will  give  him  the  Deanery  of  Wells> 
which  is  BOW  vacant  No,  teplied  Sir  Robert,  I  can** 
not  promise  you  that  for  him. 

In  that  year.  Dr.  Pearce  was  appointed  Dean  of 
Wind^ster.  When  Mr.  Pultney  congratulated  him 
on  the  occasion,  he  said,  among  other  things,  jou  may 
depend  upon  it,  that  you  owe  this  preferment  entirely 
to  Sir  Robert.  Now,  as  I  am  so  engaged  in  oppo- 
sition to  him,  it  maj  happen,  that  some  who  are  of 
mr  party  may,  if  there  should  be  any  opposition  for 
Members  of  Parliament  at  Winchester,  prevail  Hipol^ 
me  to  desire  you  to  act  there  in  assistance  of  some 
friend  of  ours;  and  Sir  Robert,  at  the  same  time^  may 
ask  your  assistance  in  the  election  of  a  friend  of  his 
own  against  one  whom  we  recommend.  I  tell  yoi», 
therefore,  beforehand,  that  if  you  comply  wjth  my 
.  request,  rather  than  with  Sir  Robert's,  to  whom  yoit 
are  so  very  much  obliged,  I  shall  have  the  worse 
opinion  of  you. 

In  1748,  the  Bishopric  of  Bangor  became  vacant 
fay  the  traoslaiion  of  Dr.  Hutton  from  the  seQ  of 
fiaogor  to  that  of  York.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle 
wrote  to  the  Dean,  signifying^  that  bis  Grace  bad  his 
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Klajesty's  order  to  make  hitn  an  oflfer  of  the  Bifhopne 
of  Bangor.  When  he  waited  upon  his  Grace,  he  asked 
whether  he  might  be  permitted  to  hold  his  Deanery  of 
Winchester  in  Commendam,  with  Bangor,  to  which 
the  answer  was  no  ;  but  that  he  might  hold  the  vi- 
carage of  St.  Martin's  with  it.  The  Dean  said,  that 
he  was  desirous  to  quit  the  living,  which  was  trouble^ 
some  to  him,  and  would  be  more  so,  as  he  was  growing 
in  years ;  but  if  that  could  not  be  indulged  him,  he 
rather  chose  to  continue  in  his  present  situation^ 
After  some  conservation  with  Lord  Hardwicke,  then 
Lord  Chancellor,  he  was  consecrated  Bishop  of 
Bangor. 

In  1755*  ihc  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  enquired 
of  him,  whether  he  would  accept  the  Bishopric  of 
Rochester  and  the  Deanery  of  Westminster,  in  ex* 
change  for  that  of  Bangor.  The  Bishop  excused  him^- 
sqlf,  and  told  his  Grace  plainly,  that  his  father  being 
fd&id,  and  his  estate  come  to  him,  he  had  now  nothing 
in  view,  but  to  beg  his  Majesty's  leave  to  resign  the 
see  of  Bangor,  and  to  retire  to  a  private  life  in  the 
year  1757;  that  so  long  he  was  contented  to  con- 
tinue in  the  possession  of  the  Bishopric  of  Bangor;  but 
that  then  he  designed  to  try  if  he  could  obtain  leave  to 
resign,  and  live  upon  his  private  fortune.  The  Arch* 
bishop  replied,  I  doubt  whether  it  can  be  granted,  or 
that  the  thing  can  be  dorve.  The  Duke  of  Newcastle 
prevailed  with  him,  when  the  Bishopric  of  Rochester 
became  vacant^  to  accept  it;  and  he  was  accordingly 
promoted  to  it^  and  the  Deanery  of  Westminster,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1756. 

In  1761,  died  Dr.  Sherlock,  Bishop  of  London^  and 
upon  his  death  Lord  Bath  spoke  to  the  Bishop  of  Ro- 
chester, and  offered  to  use  his  endeavors  with  his  Ma-^ 
jesty  for  appointing  the  Bishop  of  Rochester  to  suC'^ 
ceed  him.  The  Bishop  told  Lord  Bath,  that  he  had 
determined  never  to  accept  the  Bishopric  of  London, 
or  the  Archbishopric  of  Canterbury. 

In  1763,  the  Bishop  being  then  seventy-three  years 
old,  and  finding  himself  Jess  fit  for  his  stations  as 
Bishop  and  Dean,  informed  his  friend  Lord  Bath  of 
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his  intention  to  resign  both.  When  the  Bishop  mode 
his  request  to  his  Majesty^  and  acquainted  him  with 
the  grounds  of  it,  he  added,  that  he  was  desirous  to 
retire  for  the  opportunity  of  spending  more  time  ia 
his  devotions  and  studiesj  and  that  he  was  of  the  samq 
way  of  thinking  with  a  General  Officer  of  the  Em- 
peror Charles  the  fifth,  who  observed,  that, every  wiser 
man  would,  at  the  end  of  his  life,  wish  to  have  some 
interval  between  the  fatigues  of  business  and  eternity* 
The  King  said  he  would  consult  some  proper  persons 
among  his  servants  about  the  propriety  ai)d  legality  of 
it.  About  two  months  afterwards  be,  sent  for  tha 
Bishop,  and  told  him  that  Lord  Mansfield  saw '  no. 
objection  to  his  resignation — but  that  Lord  Northirig^. 
ton  was  doubtful.  His  Majesty  sent  again  at  sqmci 
distanjce  of  time  to  the  Bishop^  and  toki  him  he 
must  think  no  more  about  resigning  the.bjshqpric. 

In  1764  Lord  Bath  died^  of  whom  the  Bishop  ob^. 
serves^  He  was  a  firm  friertd  to  the  established  Reli^> 
gion  of  his  country,  and  free  from  all  the  vices  of  ihe» 
age  in  his  jrouth.  He  constantly  attended  the  public 
worship  of  God,  and  all  thfs  offices  of  it  in  his  parishu 
Chureh,  while  his  health  perpnitted  it  j  and  when  his 
great  age  and  infirmities  prevented  him  from  so  doings 
he  supplied  that  dcfcct  by  daily  reading  oyer  the  morn-< 
ing  service  of  the  Church  before  he  came  out  of  hia 
bed-chamber. 

In  the  year  17685  haying  just  obtained  bis.MajestyV 
consent^  he  resigned  his  deanery,  which  be.  had  held 
for  twelve  years,  and  which  was  nearly  double  in  point, 
of  income  to  his  bishopric,  which  he  wa^  obliged  to, 
retain.  He  was  sixcceeded  in  the  deanery  by  Dr. 
Thomas^  who  bad  been  for  many  years  bis  Subdean^ 
there* 

In  1773,  in*er  70th  year  died  his  wife.  The  qWxU 
dren  they  bad,  died  very  young,  and  her  departure 
made  a  void  in  hia  life,  wbiph  it  was  not  possible  to 
supply.  About  a  fortnight  after  her  funeral,  he  la- 
inenied  bia  loss,  spok^  of  her  :ag^in  in  the  evening, 
an4  from  that  time  mgtUioned,  Is^r.  np  ^ippre  in  bi» 
fimily. 
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^*  The  Bishop,  irt  (he  same  year,  hiving  confirmed 
il  Greenwich,  766  i^rsorisj  was  so  much  exhausted^ 
that  he  was  the  next  day  unable  to  speak,  and  ne vet 
i^fc^gaihed  his  former  readiness  of  utterance.  From 
fliat  time  he  gradually  dfecayed,  and  his  pdwet  of 
swallowing  wa^  alntdst  Jost.  Being  ask<!d  how  he  could 
liytf  with  sp'Htfle  nuiriment,  I  (he,  sdiidh^,  upon  tbe 
ric9tfeciiott  6f  an  innocent  and  voelUspM  Ufe^  /wbitb  /X 
my  0nly  sustenance.  He  died  at  Little  Ealing  in  .I774> 
fT\\\\i  ft4th  year,  and  tvas  buried  by  his  wife  at  firom- 
iejr,  where  a'ntpnumemt  is*  erected  to  his  meniory^ 
His  Epitaph;  reciting  his  preferments,  coqdades — be 
dWd  In  the  comfortable  hope  t)f  (what  was  the  chi^f 
tfiitl  of  aA  his  labors  upon  carih)  the  being  promoted 
fo  a  happier  place  in  Heav^; 
'He  left  by  his  will  several  legatees  to'pnvate  per- 
sons and  to  public  charities.  Thefi  is  it  Bromley^ 
where  the  Brshojis  of  Rochester  have  their  palade,a 
College  founded  for  ±6  Widows  of  Clergyman,  in- 
emfficifently  |)fovided  for  i  the  revenue  berngf  scanty,  the 
JBishop  left  5600I.  not  to  Increase  the  mimbcr,  but^ 
io  jaugnient  the  ha^phiess,  of  the  society.   .  •  y\ 

'  The  diligence  of  his  eirfy  studies  appeared  by  iw' 
effects.  Cicefo  ie  Oratore  was  published  by  hhn  vvhea 
he  was  A.  B.  and  Cicero  de  Officiis,  when  he  was  Deati 
of  Winchester. 

He  did  not  confine  his  attention  to  the  learned^ 
languages:  he  was  particaFarly  stadioiis  of  Mi1Con*» 
poetry,  and  when  Dr.  Bentley published  his  imaginary," 
emendations  of  Paradise  Lost,  wrote  in  opposition  to 
them  a  full  vindication  of  the  establfihed  text. 
'  In  his  domestic  life  he  was  quiet  and  placid,*  not. 
difficuh-io^  be  pleased,  nor  incUned  to'  harfas«  his  at* 
tendants  or  inferiors  by  peevishness  or  caprice. 
'  In  bis  pai-ochial  Cure,  he  was  punftiiilly  dili^ent^ 
and  very  seldom  omitted  to  preach.  Blit  his  voice  Was 
low  and  feeble,  and  could  riot  reach  the  whole  of  a 
numerous  congregation. 

To  the  Editor  of  his  wbfks  he  left  all  his  MS. 
Sermons,  his  Commentary  on  the  four  Gospelsi  the 
Acts  of  the  Apo3tleS|  and  on  St.  Paur$  First  JE^pistle  to 
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iii6  Ciorintdians.  After  the  Commentary  wa$  piiblisHedi 
a  selection  df  his  sermons  Was  made; 


1  ' 


'  The  sermons  bri  ferac^  arid  the  IS/ew  fiirth^  are^ 
such,  I  am, persuaded,,  as  to^  induce  every  orthodox 
"reader  to  ladierit  that  a  greater  ntimbei:  of  thai;  descrip* 
lion  Was  hot  selected^ 


)    yi 
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MR '  PEtEllS. 


every  Virtue..  He  was  remarkable  Tor  his  charity  and 
coiii^pBssioti  to  the  p>or;*  ready  to  distribute,  willing 
to  communicate^  feeding  at  his  table,  regularly,  every 
Sunday,  a  number  of  the  most  indigene  of  his  pa- 
riiii^Aera. 
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Mr.  Peters  is  supposed  to  have  left  behind  hitn  inany 
valuable  writings.  During  the  last  seven  or  eight  years 
of  his  life,  he  was",  \\'hdl1y,  occupied  in  completing  a 
critical  paraphrase  upon  the  Psalms;  which,  it  is  be- 
lieved, was  nearly  fintshed,  -asa  great  part  of  it  was 
fairly  transcribed  at  the  time  of  his  decease :  he  died 
about  jthirty-fivc  years  ago,  universally  est^tpcd^  ^- 
loved,  and  lamented. 

His  critical  dissertation  on  the  booK  of  Job  places 
him  in  the  fii'sl  rank  of  critics.  Hi§  sermon^  arc  post- 
humous. An  intimation  is  given  that  a  second 
volume  would  be  published,  if  the  sale  of  the  first 
warranted  it;  but  it  was  so  slow  as  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  the  intent;  which  is  greatly  to  be  la- 
mented, because  many  of  the  sermons,  although  not 
calculated  to  interest  g^Bcral  re^p,  are  entitled  to 
much  praise. 

The  Critical  and  Monthly  Reviewers  speak  thus  of 
bis  sprmon$.  , 

"  This  pious  and  learned  writer  ac(!|uired  a  bortsir 
dcrable  reputation  in  1751,  by  his  Critical  Qisserta* 
tion  on  the  Book  of  Job. 

**  These  are  not  elaborate  compositionj  abounding 
with  striking  sentiments,  acute  re^sonings^  or  critical 
investigations,  but  plain  and  pious  instructions  calcu- 
lated  for  a  country  congregation." 

Critic.  Rev.  May,  1776. 

**  These  discourses  are  of  the  judicious  kind| 
plain,  serious,  and  convincing:  while  they  are  calcu- 
lated to  inform  and  instruct,  they  aim  also  to  affefrt 
and  persuade.  We  have  perused  th^^sc  sermons  witlj 
pleasure;  were  they  yet  more  plain  and  pathetic,  w^ 
apprehend  they  might  still  be  more  adapted  for  usct 
fulness  to  congregations  in  town,  as  well  as  in  thf 
country.  But  we  think  they  do  credit  to  the  autbor'f 
abilities^  and,  which  is  much  more  important,  to  thq 
goodness  and  rectitude  of  his  heart.** 

Mon.  Rev.  Aug.  1776. 
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DR.  POWELL. 


WILLIAM  SAMUEL  POWELL  was  born  at 
Colchester,  Sep.  27,  "O.  S.  1717.  He  was  admitted 
at  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge,  in  1734:  began  10 
reside  there  the  year  following:  took  the  degree  of 
B.A.  in  1738-9:  and  was  admitted  FeUow  in  1746. 

lo  the  year  t74i»  he  was  taken  inta  the  family  of 
the  late  Lofd  Viscoant  Townshcnd,  as  private  tutor  to 
his  secoad  9on^  Charles  Townshend,  afterwards  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
year  he  was  ordained  Deacon  aiid  Priest  by  Dr. 
Gooch,  then  Bishop  of  Norwich  -,  and  instituted  by 
him  to  the-  reciory  of  Colkirk  in  Norfolk,  on  Lord 
Townshend*s  presentation. 

He  returned  to  the  College  the  year  after;  took 
the  degree  of  M.  A.  and  began  to  read  lectures,  as 
assistant  to  Mn  Wigley  and  Mr.  Tunstall.  In  the 
year  1744,  he  became  principal  tutor;  and  in  1749 
took  the  degree  of  B.  D. 

In  the  year  175J,  he  resigned  the  rectory  of  CoU 
kivk,  that  it  might  be  consolidated  with  Stibbard^ 
another  of  Lord  Townshend*s  livings :  and  was  again 
instituted  the  next  day. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  degree  of  D.  D.  in  1756; 
and  created  at  the  following  commencement  in  1757. 

In  1759  he  came  into  possession  of  an  estate  in 
£ssex:  which  was  devised  to  him  by  Mr.  Reynolds,  a 
relation  of  his  mother'6.  In  176^  he  left  College, 
and  took  a  house  in  London;  but  did  not  resign  his 
fellowship  till  1 763. 

In  1765  he  was  elected  Master :  soon  after,  he  went . 
to  reside  in  College ;  and  was  chosen  Vice-chancellor 
of  the  University  in  November  following. 

The  year  after,  he  obtained  the  archdeaconry  of 
Colchester,  which  was  in  his  Majesty's  gift  for  that 
turn,  on  the  promotion  of  Dr.  Moss  to  the  bishopric 
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of  St.  David's:  and  in  1768,  he  was  instituted  to  the 
rectory  of  Freshwater  in  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

He  died  Jan.  19,   1775. 

The  above  is  taJ^cn  frpip  the.  advertisement  pre(ixe4 
by  Dr.  Balguy  to  Dr.  Powell's  Sermons. 


.  The  late  Professor  Manwaring,  in  the  preface  to 
))is  Sermons^  says, 

f^  It  would  be  impossible  to  pr^uoe  a  more  emi* 
nent  instance  of  the  happy  aUiance  of  tas^e  and  ge- ; 
Tuas,  learning  and  good  sense,  than  in  the  sermons  and  ' 
charges  of  the  late  Dr.  Piiwell ;  of  whom,  indeed,  on 
eyery  account,  the  whole  society  over  which  be  pre* 
$ided  might,  justly,  join  with  me  in  saying; 

**  Semper  honos,  noaaenque  tuqm,  laufiefgof  mjincbiinty" 

This  character  of  his  sermons  would  be  applied 
with  much  more  propriety  to  those  of  Dt,  Ogden, 
which  the  Professor  meanly  calumniated;     ' 

'  The  Critical  Reviewers  are,  on  the  other  band^  too 
sparing  of  praise. 

^'  These  serrtions  and  charge^  bear  the  marks  of 
an  agreeable  writer^  rather  than  of  a  ptpfptind  en-? 
quirpr  qr  so}id  rea^oner.** 


MR.  REAY. 


,  M|l.  HUTCHINSON^s  History  of  Cumberland 
furnisher  the  materials  for  the  biography  pf  this  ex* 
cellent  writer. 

"  William  Reay,  second  ^on  of  the  Reverend 
Richard  Reay,  Rector  of  Qenjton,  not  more  than 
£  20  per  ann..    The  father  e^Mq^l^d  hm  99  long  a& 
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ke  lived  3  fcm  oh  Iris  demise  Winiatn  wifs  schtto  thi 
jrec-school  at  Carlisle:  from  thence  hcf  Was  removed 
to  (Queen's  C<>n.  Okfbrd,  wher^,  iti  1751^  he  ioo*f 
bis  degree  of  M.  A>,  At  Oxford  be  was  supported  by 
asingulairly  bencTolcrtt,  indiiberai-mfnded  man^  hit 
£itber-s  brother,  Mr.  Johh  Reay,  who  hrad  been  tHe 
coiigdential  servant  of  Dr.'Oibsbn,  Bishop  of  Lon«% 
don.  This  John  Reay  retired  in  old  age  to  Carlisle, 
where  he  lived  in  comfort  and  credit. 

^^  In  1755  William  published  his  sermons  under 
the  patronage  of  DrrCharcb,'to^hom  he  had  been 
Curate  of  Battersea  till  1755,  when  he  was  invited  to 
the  curacy  and  lectureship  of  Wandsworth,  under  Mr* 
Collison,  in  which  sitoatilon  he  ^ootih*jed!^till  he  died, 
in  1756.  Persons  who  remember  Mr.  Reay,  speak 
of  him  as  an  excellent  man,  and  a  pleasing  preacher. 

*•  The  subscriptions  to  his  sermons  are  sajd  ta  have 
been  liberal,  and  were  conferred  Jn  the  most  hand- 
some manner.  They  have  long  been  regardctl  among; 
the  best  in  our  language;  of  which  the  high  price  ihey 
have;  borne,  and  5o  siill  bear,  is  some  proof.  He 
who  wishes  his  mjnd  10  b?  strongly  imbued  at  once 
with  good  principles  and  a  good  lasie  for  composition, 
let  him  give  his  nights  and  days  to  the  reading  of 
English  sermons.  Among  the  foremost  of  these  we 
place  those  of  Benson,  Fothergill,  Seed,  and  Reay ;  all 
of  whom,  however,  it  is  but  fair  to  own,  are  said  to' 
have  been  wretched  preachers/' 


Is  there  not  a  little  inconsistency  in  the  foregoing 
statement?  Mr.  Hutchinson  says  Reay  was  a  pleasing: 
preacher;  and  then  classes  him  with  Benson,  Fother- 
gin,  and  Seed — all  of  whom,  he  observes,  are  said  to 
have  been  wretched  preachers.  Reay's  sermons  are 
very  unequal;  but  some  of  them  must  be  acknowleged 
to  be  superlatively  good. 

I  donotimean  to  depreciaic  the  writings  of  Ben- 
(OHi  Seed^  and  Fothergill;  but  to  him  who  would* 
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wish  to  imbue  his  mind  with  good  principles  end  % 
good  taste,  I  wou}d  say  with  confidence,  give  your 
nights  and  days  to  the  reading  of  the  sermons  of  SkeU 
ton,  St.  John,  Newlin,  Hicj^man,  Ogden,  Richmond^ 
and  ^iddoch :  the  t^ste  and  the  mind  will,  necessarily, 
by  a  diligent  peru^l  of  them,  be  greatly  improved  i  an4 
you  may,  happjl/i  *♦  be  pijidc  wise  unto  salvation." 


BISHOP   RICHMOND, 

MY  enquiries  respecting  this  eleganl  writer  have  not 
been  successful,  I  formerly  knew  some  Clergymen 
who  had  lived  with  him  in  habits  of  intimacy ;  but  death 
has  prevented  my  obtaining  that  information,  which, 
during  our  acquaintance,  1  had  not  the  curiosity  to 
solicit.  ,  .  • 

Bishop  Richmond  was  the  son  of  a  worthy  Clergy-^ 
man,  jhe  Rev.  Mr,  Richmond,  Rector  of  the  valuable 
living  of  Wahqn,  near  Liverpool,  He  sent  his  son  to 
St.  John's  College  in  Cambridge,  where  he  took  the 
degree  of  l^.L.B.  in  1752  :  in  1757^  his  father  gave 
him  the  vicarage  of  Walton,  the  revenues  of  Vrhich 
vere  very  inconsiderable.  In  1758,  he  became 
L.L.D,  He  was  received  into  the  family  of  the  Duke 
of  Athol  as  Chaplain,  and  tutor  to  some  of  the  younger 
branches.  In  176^  he  published  his  sermons;  all 
which  he  had  wrote^  except  one  pn  harvest,  a$  was  told 
|ne,  by  a  very  excellent  Clergyman,  the  late  Rev.  Mr, 
Tailock^  who  had  been  his  father's  Curate,  It  is  some* 
ivhat  singular,  that  he  should,  as  my  friend  observed, 
have  cpfuinued  to  preaph  thcfn  after  he  had  published 
them.  It  is  true,  they  yfcre  a  litije  altered,  but  the 
body  pf  the  sermon  was  the  same.  They  were  always 
l)eard  with  the  i^tpio^t  attention  j  for  ^  a  speaker,  he 
had  few  equals 
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The  noble  family  in  which  heVesided,  rewarded  his 
diligence,  and  relieved  his  rpind,  by  conferring  on  him 
the  bishopric  of  Sodor  and  Man  in  1772.  He  enjoyed 
his  episcopal  dignity  only  eight  years,  for  he  died  in 
1780*  His  two  immediate  predecessors.  Bishops  Wil- 
son and  Hildsley,  were  distinguished  by  the  exercise 
of  every  virtue.  Bishop  Richmond  was  so  exceedingly 
corpulent,  (hat  he  was,  utterly^  unable  to  engage  in  the 
duties  of  an  active  life;  and  during  the  two  or  three 
last  years  of  his  episcopacy,  he  was,  I  believe,  nearly 
unequal  to  the  discharge  of  his  professional  functions. 
He  was  represented  10  me  as  a  man  of  a  very  polite 
and  engaging  address.  Had  he  possessed  preferment  in 
England  earlier  in  life,  which  would  have  required  per- 
sonal exertion^  and  mental  application,  he  would,  it  is 
probable^  have  been  much  *  more  celebrated  as  a 
preacher,  than  he,  actually,  was ;  for  one  of  his  ser* 
mons,  as  appears  by  the  occasion  on  which  it  was 
preached,  was  composed  before  he  was  thirty  years  of 
^ge;  so  th^t  had  either  necessity  demanded,  reputation 
stimulated)  or  principle  impelled  him  to  exert  his  talent 
in  composition,  it  may  be  presumed  that  his  later, 
would  have  excelled  his  earlier,  producdons.  His  ne- 
cessities, it  is  said,  compelled  him  to  publish  his  scanty 
stock  of  sermons  by  subscription,  in  order  that  he 
iqight  discharge  some  debts  he  had  contracted  during 
his  residence  at  Cambridge:  the  world  might,  otherwise, 
have  been  deprived  of  those  discourses,  which  the  scho- 
lar will  not  read  without  delight,  nor  the  Christian  with- 
out edification, 

The  Monthly  Reviewers,  in  their  critique  on  Dr. 
Richmond's  Sermons,  are  somewhat  sparing  of  com- 
mendation. "  The  merit  of  these  discourses  may  be 
^^.  expressed  in  few  words :  they  are  plain,  useful,  piouSj 
f^  apd,  in  »oi»e  ihstances,  pathetic."— Dec.  1764. 
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MR.  RIDDOCH. 

THE  worthy  Bishop  Skinner,  of  Aberdeen ;  James 
Jopp,  Esq.  of  Wifikton  House,  one  of  my  parishoners 
and  friends,  and  an  active,  and  very  useful,  magistrate 
fti  the  county  5  and  the  Rev.  Johnstone  Gram,  an  or- 
nament of  the  Church,  each  very  oblij^ingl^  obtained! 
for  roe  memorials  of  Mr.  Riddoch.  I  have  interwoven 
their  several  relations,  preserving  the  language  in 
i^hkh  they  were,  respectively,  conveyed.  But  the 
rfiief  pan  of  the  narrative  is  by  Bishop  Skinner. 

The  Rev.  James  Riddoch  was  a  native  of  the  parish 
of  Grange,  near  the  village  of  Kirtb,  in  Bamtfshire. 
After  finishing  his  academical  studies  in  the  usual  man* 
ner  at  the  University  of  Aberdeen,  he  undertook  the 
care  of  a  sch(W)l,  during  which  period,  he  received  holy 
orders  in  the  Church  of  f^ngiand,  and  having  officiated 
some  little  time  as  a  Clergyman  in  Perth,  he  was  after* 
vards  settled  as  pastor  of  the  English  Episcopal  Chapel 
in  the  city  of  Glasgow.  Thecongregation  of  that  Chapel 
being  then  but  kw  in  number,  and  of  course  not  able 
t6  aflPord  any  considerable  revenue,  he  was  induced  to 
accept  of  a  call  from  a  more  numerous  congregation  at 
St.  Paul's  Chapel  in  Aberdeen,  in  1757,  where  he 
preached  to  nearly  800  people ;  and  so  powerful  was 
his  voice  that  all  heard  every  word  he  spoke.  He  es- 
tablished the  character  of  a  popular  preacher,  and  at- 
tentive pastor,  for  about  20  years.  His  discourses 
fnim  the  pulpit,  though  delivered  in  a  manner  neither 
graceful  nor  agreeable,  were  constantly  heard  with  pro- 
found attention  ;  his  audience  being  sensible  that  what 
might  be  wanting  in  exterior  ornament,  would  be 
amply-c^'^iTipensated  by  the  real,  intrinsic  value  of  the 
truths  which  were  laid  before  them.  Mr.  Riddoch  was 
esteemed  a  preacher,  who  made  it  his  chief  aim,  not  so 
much  to  please  as  to  instruct,  and  be  useful  to  his 
hearers  $  to  alarm  their  fears  rather  than  to  flatter  their 
hopes,  and  by  an  awful  representation  of  the  threaten* 
in^s  of  the  Divine  Law,  to  persuade  men  to  be^  and 
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4d,  wliiat  thkt  Law  rtquires  of  therti.  impressefa  W^th 
a  just  sense  of  tht  dignity  of  his  offk*e,  as  a  public 
teacher,  he  could  boldly  rebuke  vice  when  staring  him^ 
in  the  fa^c  with  all  the  tffrontery  of  folly  and  fashion ;. 
Ror  was  he  ever  seen  to  shrink  from  pleading  the  cause 
of  vinue,  through  aAy  fear  of  givinj^  offence  to  tho^e,: 
on  whom  he  depended,  under  God,  for  his  teitiporar 
support.  Addressing  his  audience  as  placed  under  tbe^ 
eye  of  a  vigi^lant  paster,  he  thought  it  indispensable,  in' 
that  character,  to  speak  to  their  consciences  in  siicih  a* 
way  aft  to  sheW  them,  th^t  he  wa^  neither  afraid  to  tell' 
dhem  their  duty,  nor'  unable  taenforce  it  by  sound  ^and! 
solid  reasoning.^  He  <lifcehflrged  every  part  of  his  sa-^ 
cred  office  with  unwearied  diligence ;  and  when  visiting* 
the  sick  and  dying  person,  gave  great  bdrisolation :  he 
devoted  much  of  his  time  to  the  instruction  of  the  yout!^ 
of  his  flock — for  all  which  hi  was  remunerated  Mrith^ 
j^'Soper  ann.!!!  i 

.  During  his  residence  at  Aberdeen,  he  married  an' 
amiable  and  accomplished  young  lady,  one  of  his  ton*^ 
gregationt  their  affection  wasmutustl:  but  bis  happi hesr 
\»as  of  short  duration  ;  sht  lived  only  to  bring  him  a^ 
daughter,  and  left  biml  a  most  afflicted  husband.     The ' 
first  new  year *s  day  sermon  (see  vol.  first  of  this  selec-'^ 
tton)  was  preached  a  little  Hfler  her  death,  whereiti  he; 
took  noiicejof  acause  of  gratitude  to  Heaven,  when  at~ 
the  return  of  that  season  there  is  no  vacant  seat  at' 
cable;  which  had  a  strikitig  effect  on  the  congregation.' 
Riddoch,  for  the  sakeof  Having  his  daughter,  whom* 
he  most  affeciionacely  loved,  well  edueated,  married  a  ^ 
second  timej  but^  tinforttinatdy  for  himself,  a  woman  ^ 
of  a  taste  and  turn  of  mind  altogether  dissimilar  to  bis  * 
own.     His  daughter  died  about  the  age  of  seventeen. 
Afte;r  this  time  he  is  said  nievcr  to  liave  known  coniform : 
his  circumstances^  in  consequence  of  his  iparriage,  be*, 
came  embarrassed;  his  health  declined ;  and  he  sunk» 
prematurely^  into  bis  grave^  universally  regretted^  and 
lamented. 
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In  a  letter  from  Dr.  Beauie  to  Sir  Wm.  Forbes 
vide  Seattle's  Life,  vol  ad^  letter  130th)  is  the  follow- 
ing short  account  of  Riddoch. 

**  You  will  hear  no  doubt  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Riddoch,  one  of  the  Ministers  of  our  English  Chapel. 
As  I  think  I  have  heard  you  say  that  you  liked  those 
few  *  sermons  which  he  published  some  years  ago,  I 
&hall  take  the  liberty  to  inform  you,  that  his  widow, 
whom  he  has  left  in  very  poor  circumstances,  intends* ' 
to  publish  two  volumes  of  his  sermons  by  subscription, 
and  has  asked  that  Dr.  Campbell  and  I  would  revise 
the  manuscripts;  which,  considering  her  distress,  and 
his  merit  both  as  a  man  and  a  preacher^  we  did  not  de« 
cline. 

^^  I  have,  since  the  College  broke  up,  been  hard  at 
work  upon  Mr.  Riddoch!s  manuscript  sermons ;  but 
I  have  only  got  through  6ve  of  them ;  and  there  are 
still  five  and  twenty  before  me.  Never  did  I  engage  in 
a  more  troublesome  business.  There  is  not  a  sentence, 
there  is  hardly  a  line,  that  does  not  need  correction. 
This  is  owing,  partly,  to  the  extreme  inaccuracy  of  the 
writing,  but,  chiefly,  to  the  peculiarity  of  the  style;  an 
endless  string  of  climaxes ;  the  involution  of  clauses 
within  clauses ;  the  unmeasur^bie  length  of  the  sen* 
tences ;  and  such  a  profusion  of  superfluous  words,  as 
I  have  never  before  seen  in  any  composition.  To  cure 
all  these  diseases  is  impossible/  I  must  be  satisfied 
with  alleviating  some  of  the  worst  symptoms  :  yet  to  • 
do  my  old  friend  justice,  I  must  confess  that  the  ser* 
mons  have,  in  many  places,  great  energy,  and  even 
eloquence,  and  abound  in  shrewd  remarks,  and  strik* 
ing  sentences.'* 

♦  Sir  Wm.  Forbes  adds  io  a  note : 

'  Six  occasional  Sermons  on  important  subjects,  published  in 
1762-  The  two  first,  preached  on  new  ycar't  day,  are  peculiarly 
excellent.  Those  alltidtd  to  here,  which  Dr,  Beactie  tnd  Dr. 
Qunpbell  had  the  goodness  to  revise,  prevtoos  to  their  publication, 
wert  printed  in  the  year  1782.  They  are  plain,  pious,  practici^lj 
and  useful  discourses,  which  may  be  perused  witli  advaiuage.  At 
his  manner  in  the  pulpit  was  extremely  energetic,  they  were  listened 
to  by  his  congregation  with  much  delight/ 
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What  Ubor  the  worthy  professor  and  his  learned'  cou 
adjutor  imposed  on  themselves  in  pr^ariag  the  ser** 
mons  of  their  friend  for  the  press,  would  be  best  a$eer« 
tain^dby  comparing  them  with  the  six  sermonsy  meny> 
tioned  by  Sir  WiUiam  Focbes.  But  not  having  b^e^ 
able  to  procure  the  latter^  I  ^cannpt  appretiate  th^ 
value  <)f  Dr.  Beattie*s  and  Or,  Campbell's  corre^tiqns. 
It  will,  however,  be  allowed,  I  conceive,  -by  the  moic 
fastidv>i);  ^aders,  that,  coi|ii^dered  as  family  sermons, 
they  wijl^  not  shrink  from  a  cpmparispn  with  those  of 
the  most  celebrated  writers!.  Kn  pa^bqs,  pc^sua^ot^ 
eloqui^nc^i  and  piety,  wbfit  author  i^  his  sMperior? 
I  rejoice  that  I  have  been  the  ipeaqs,  by  publisb- 
ing  it  fpw of  them  in. this  selection,  of  recommending 
them  so  mMch  to  the  public,  as  that  a  fourth  edition  haf 
been  callecj  foar.  They  cannot,  a(:cordiQg  to  my  fceU 
ings,  be  read  without  ?m  upusual  degree  of  deli^  9ifl4 
edification,  * 


DR.  ST.  JOHN. 


OF  Dr.  St.  John  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  only 
few  metnorials.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  two  of 
his  grand-daughters  nearly  thirty  years  ago^  of  whom  { 
made  such  enquiries  as  suggested  themselves  to  ai)r 
^ind^  merely,  from  th^  perusal  of  his  sermons.  What 
I  recollect  of  our  conversation  was,  that  ^  their  father 
spoke  of  Dr.  St.  John  with  the  utmost  reverence;  uni» 
iormly  representing  him  as  a  man  of  very  accomplished 
manners,  and  the  most  exemplary  conduct  i  as  an  ex- 
cellent scholar  and  a  very  celebrated  preacher;  that  he 
was  to  hav^  been  a  ^ishop  had  Queen  Anne  lived  fQ[ 
have  had  the  opportunity  of  appointing  him  ; — that^ 
immediately  upon  the  death  of  her  M'^yesty^  he  went  to 
reside  at  Cambride;-^that  it  was  feared  so  many  ^r«» 
mons  would  not  be  found  amon^  bijs  ptparf  ^  would 
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ftitce  a  volume  j-^-^atid  that  tlie  dedication  j^refiidd  td 
ihe  sermons  was  written  by  their  father.**  ; 

-  Dr.  St.  |ohn  was  admitted  or  Sti  John's  Cpllcge, 
Cambridge/  Wheti  he  had  taken  his  Ifirst  debtee,  hd 
{mblished,  irt  the  year  170$,  fcnlr  Latin  declataalloni 
spoken  in  the  CoHege'Chapel,  entitled, 

*  I.  Injiistei  ab  Antonio  iirt^Hfectus  est  M.  T*  Cicero* 
Hib.  Sep.  a;,  1701.  ^  ^  ^.  '  .1 

II.  Honor  aiit  artes.    HiWt  Jan.  13,  ijot-i. 

•  '  III.  Injustc!  in  exHiutrt  'profcctus  e^t  CEdijj^usi 
HabiigOfct;  176^;     ^     ^'\  '  [ 

•  'IV.  Virtatefti  amplectlniut  ipsanj  prfctolisi  tbllasi 
riab.  April  li  17^4.  '  ;  '  /  ,  : 
:  He  tobk  the  degree  of  M.A.  ih  1*706,  of  Dil).  iii 
I716,  anddled  Jn  if  32.  The  Latlnity  of  these  decla- 
inations,^fidpartieQtarly  ofhis  Conbio^d  (^lerumi  ts-as 
doqneiit  as  the  style  dfhfjt  sethrbni               ',    .       * 

When  he  had  taken  the  degree  of  M. A.  he'  was 
presented  by  Lord  St.  John  to  the  rectories  of  Yelden 
and  Shelton  in  Bedfordshire^  which  he  held  by  dispen- 
sation. He  was  atcerwards  collated  to  a.  prebend,  I 
believe,  in  the  Cathedral  Church  ofHereford,  and  was 
appointed  Chaplab  to  Qaeen  Aniye«  { 

Or.  St.  John  was,  sti^ictly,  orthodox  in  his  religious 
principles,  and  ^as,  professedly^  an  bigh.>churclim?n. 
He  was  a  diRg^nt,  and  useful^  pastof  $  he  Was  norsa«« 
tfsfied  with  himself,  it  should  seem^  merely  with  reading 
Ae  prayers  -of  the  Church  on  the  Sunday  afternoons  ^ 
•ii^r  his  grahd-daughterjs  shewed  me  a  few  lectures  irt 
itoanuscript,  on  a  partoftheGhiirch-Catechisifi,  which' 
lie  delivered  to  hiis  rustic  congregation:  they  Werrf 
plain  and  simple,  and  not  ill  adapted  to  such  ^n  audi^ 
cory;  but  I  did  not  discovier  inthemanydistidgulshecf 
tafcm. 

^  Dr.  St.  John's  politrcal  creed  was  not,  in  thos^  tiiif-^ 
bulent  tinies,  cohCeated.  In  his  dedication  of  his  pa*» 
Aetic  discourse,  preipched  at  the  meeting  of  the  Sons' 
6f  the  Clergy,  he  says,  **  One  pleasure  I  am  sure  I 
«*  have,  which  you  alone  eould  give,  and  which  no, 
^  man  KvingihaH  tilte  frdtti  me;  so  fair  iti  odcaddft 
^  of  commemorating  your  two  principal  benetactors, 
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"  the    Right    Reverend   Bishop    Turner/  and  fis 

**  brother,  noW  with  Cod,  to  whom  I  Ifa^e  iht  honof* 

**,  to  stand  personally,  obliged :  and.  a  name,  you  will 

^  believe^  the  dearest  to  me  of  aH  others,  my  late  rbyal 

**  Mistress  and  Sov^ereign,  Queen  Anne,  of  glorious 

**  and  ever  blessed  memory." 

Bishop  Turner  was  deprfved. 

It  is,  greatly,  to  be  lamented  that  a  Clergyman  po^ 

scssed  of  io  much  learnlng'and  talent,  and  ntorepartf- 

cularly  distinguished  for  his  eloquence  in  the  pulpit, 

should  not  have  had  preferment  in  the  Church,  which 

vrould  have  required  a  more  general  exertion  and  dis- 

play  of  his  professional  acquirements.     Had  he  been 

so  advantageously  rWCiUBst^nced^-,  it  is  probable  that 

his  practical  sermoYii,*  whether  Considered  as  eloquent 

compositions  or  instructive  discourses,   would  have 

been  uhe^ualled.     I  have  incorporated  the  whole  of 

hb  sermons,  cxcei^!  one,'  into  my  selection,  andmr 

Waders,  I  doubt  hot^  win  justly  apprctiate  them,        - 


frnmessasmssm 

MR,  jSCATTERGOOb.:  : 

OF  this  celebraffeti  irriter  I  can  give  bilt  a  vcrv^  itri.  ' 

perfeet  account;  ■  He  was  Fellow  of  Trinitv  Cotfege, 

Cambridge,  and  wias,  as  I  am,  obligingly,*  infcrmecl  by 

the  Rev.  Mr.  Boughton,  Vicar  of  Blockley,  in  Wbr- 

c^stershircf  collated  to  that  vicarage  in  168  f,  and  wa$' 

buried  th<^re  on  Dec.  loth,  1696,  but  tliat  no  monu* 

went  ofany  kind  remains  respectinghim.  His  daughter^ 

Mrs.  Marthft  Scattergood^  ■  left  £*ioo  to  the  poor  of 

Blockley  by  will,  bearing  date  August  ag,  1753. 

'  flis"  sermons  have  long  been  ^arce^  and  highljr 

taltjedjrficy  do  not,  at  least  in  my  estimation,  rank 

Sooa^  the  fifst  productions  of  this  species  of  com- 

positiori : c but  they  pt)5seS  a  certain  degree  of  raerit,^ 

whicUiBKky  render  them  accepuble  to  some  readers;  .  A^ 
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small  impression  has  been  lately  printed^  vhkh  is  now 
selling  at  the  enormous  price  of  iwenty-four  shillings 
each  copy* 

The  author  ofthe  Fasti  Oxonienses^  alluding  to  the 
opening  of  Sheldon's  Theatre  1660,  observing  tbH 
cighty.four  Masters  of  Arts  of  the  University  of  Cam* 
bridge  were  incorporated,  mentions  Samuel  Scatter* 

food,  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  afterwards  Vicar  of 
Hockley.    He  was  fi«A*  1665;  M.A.  1669. 


DR.  SCOTT. 


JAMES  SCOTT,  D-D.  was  the  son  of  the  Rev. 
James  Scott,  M.  A.  descended  from  an  ancient  and  re*- 
spectable  family,  ^as  minister  of  Trinjty  Church,  tt| 
Leeds,  Vicar  of  Bardsey  in  Yorkshire,  and  Domestic 
Chaplain  to  Frederic  Prince  of  Wales.  Dr.  Scott  was 
born  in  1733 — was  educated  at  Bradford  School,  itt 
Yorkshire,  and  admitted  pensioner  of  Catharine  Hall, 
Cambridge,  in  1751,  and  afterwards  removed  to  Tri- 
nity  College,  of  which  he  was  chosen  Fellow.  He  was 
appointed  Lecturer  of  St.  John's,  in  Leeds,  in  1757, 
where  he  continued  till  he  took  his  degree  of  M.  A.  in 
*  1760.  Here  be  laid  the  foundation  of  hissubsequeni 
feme  as  a  preacher.  He  devoted  bis  time  to  the  com- 
position of  sermons,  which  he  wrote  with  so  much  carg* 
that  he  continued  to  preach  many  of  them  for  upwards 
of  half  a  century.  A  very  r^re  instance  f  as  the  pro^ 
4uctions  of  our  early  years  do  not  often  bear  the  eu«, 
mination  of  mature  age.  In  1768,  he  was  made  S«T«B«( 
and  in  17751  D.D.  From  1760  to  1761  be  served  the 
Curacy  of  £dmonton.  He  then  went  to  reside  in  Col- 
lege, and  became  a  freqiient  a|id  celebrated  preacher 
before  the  University.  He  had  once  the  misfortune  to 
displease  the  young  men  by  preaching  against  gaming; 
— -bi|t  why  they  should  h^ve  been  displeased*  it  is  not* 
jt^y  \fi  conjeciwe-p^iw  (h^  $ermoo  coii«aio&  nocbing^ 
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!tl  the  remotest  degree,  offensive  r  their  displea- 
sure, however,  they  manifested  very  unequivocally ;  in 
doing  which^  they  had  recourse  to  a  singular  expediotf, 
that  of  interrupting  the  preacher  by  an  incessant  scra- 
ping of  their  feet.  Nothing  terrified  by  this  mark  of 
-disapprobatioa-^for  he  was  a  stranger  to  fear — be 
very  soon  after  addressed  them  in  these  words-**"  Keep 
•*  thy  foot  when  thou  goest  to  the  House  of  God,  and 
**  be  more  ready  to  hear  than  to  give  the  sacrifice  of 
•*  fools,  for  they  consider  not  that  they  do  evil."  No 
sooner  was  the  text  pronounced  than  the  Church  was 
in  an  upiroar;  but  silence  being  obtained  by  the  inter- 
position of  the  Vice^chanceHor,  the  discourse  was  heard 
ttot  merely  with  favor^  but  approbation. 

About  1764,  Dn  Scott  resided  a  good  deal  in  Lon- 
don, and  formed  habits  of  intimacy  with  the  father  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Sandwich,  the  Earl  of  Halifax,  and  with 
other  public  characters  who  were  connected  with  Mr* 
Grenville's  administration.  Under  their  patronage  be 
wrote  in  1765  the  Letters  signed  Anti-Sejanus.  These 
Letters,  unfortunately,  were  never  collected^  but  many 
of  them  were  published  in  1767,  in  a  publication  call- 
ed a  Collection  of  interesting  Letters.  Writing  against 
favouritism,  Sejanus  having  been  the  great  fivorite  of 
.Tiberius,  who  advanced  him  to  the  highest  honors,  he 
iphose  the  signature  of  Anti-Sejanus.— He  also  wrote 
some  others  signed  Philanglia. 

In  1 768,  the  Churchof  St.  John,  of  which  he  had  for- 
tnerly  been  Lecturer,  became  vacant,  which,  as  well  as 
Trinity  Church,  was  built  and  endowed  by  an  ancestor 
of  Dr.  Scott,  who  left  the  nomination  to  the  Mayor, 
the  three  senior  Aldermen  and  the  Vicar.  For  thijy 
preferment. he  was  a  candidate,  and  had  the  votes  of 
two  of  the  senior  Aldermen  j  he  might  have  had  the 
Mayor*s  voce  also,  but  as  it  would  have  been  at  the 
expence  of  truth  and  honor  he  rejected  it,  and  in  con* 
sequence  lost  the  living  now  worth  upwards  of  £^00 
per  annum.  He  was  urgently  requested  to  preach 
in  his  father's  Church  in  the  afternoon,  where  a  very 
qiunificent  subscription  was  made  for  the  purpose. 
.V©L.  in.  d  In 
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la  Ac  year  1769^  after  having  been  Lecturer  k  jttt 

and  an  half,  he  vacated  the  Lectureship,  and  was  again 
kuportuned  to  reaume  his  political  pen^  which  he  did 
onder  the  signature  of  Old  SFy- boots,  and  several 
others.  These  £ssays  were  coHeaed  and  published  in 
di  small  octavo  volume,  by  Richardson  and  Urx)u« 
hart:  it  is  now  out  of  print.  AbQUt  two  years,  after- 
wards he  was  presented  to  the  Rectory  of  Simonburny 
in  Northumberland^  He  had  the  miafortune  to  sue- 
teed  a  Clergyman  who  was  so  toulty  negUgent  of  hta 
temporal  afiairsy  that  although  he  had  held  the  living 
upwards  of  fifty  years^  it  produced  less  to  him  at  his 
decease  then  it  did  at  hh.  induction^  It  was  scarce 
£300  per  annum.  When  the  new  Rector  proposed  to 
let  his  tithes  at  a  very  moderate  rate,  his  demands 
were  treated  as  oppressive  and  illegal.  Trying  in  vain 
every  expedient,  which  reason  could  suggest,  to  persuade 
.the  farmers  to  consult  their  own  interest>'he  was  re- 
duced to  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  filing  a  Bill  in  the 
Court  of  Exchequer,  to  substantiate  his  claims.  He 
had  two  decrees  in  his  favor — and  when  he  himsdf 
had  spent  aear  j£*to,(DOO,  an  end  was  put  to  all  funher 
,  litigation  upon  the  fbllowing  conditions — the  rector 
was  to  give  up  the  tithe  of  agistment  during  his  in- 
cumbency, valued  at  upwards  of  ;£^ 2000  per  annum^ 
Tcserving  the  j-ight  to  his  successors,,  and  his  opponcnu^ 
were  to  pay  the  costs^  of  the  suit  amounting  to  upwards 
of  jTa^oo.  Me  raised  the  living  from £* 300  tOj£*40OO, 
and  after  aH  did  not  receive  two  thirds  of  what  were 
his  due— a  striking  proof  of  the  equity  of  his  demands^ 
andcf  the  injustice  and  perver&eness  of  hisparishofiers  f 
On  the  subject  of  tathes  the  farmer  is  clamorous ;  not 
considering  that  the  Clerg.y  in  general  give  him  the  ad*^ 
vantage  of  one  fourth;  many^  of  one  third:  let  him 
contrast  the  moderauon  of  the  Ciericar,  with  the  rigor 
of  the  Lay,  Rector,  and  he  cannot  but  acknowlege  tbaic 
t^s  in  the  haoda  of  the  Church  are  t)»  him  a  reaf 
blessing. 

Di;.  Scott  was,  as  may  be  supposed,  pursued  witia 
the  utmost  rancor  jand  malevolence  during  bis  lit^pttotr 

.  with  . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


lAlh  hid  paHsHdners;  all  which  he  bore  wiifi  tiic  atftiost 
composure^  unlil  a  desperate  attempt  was  made  upoa  ' 
bi5  life.  Me  then  left  Simonburn,  and  went  to  Lon« 
4on,  where  he  became  a  fireq^uent  preacher  at  St. 
Oeorg^*^  Hanover*square,  and  at  Park-street,  an4 
Audley  Chapels;  and  was  a  zealous  and  successful 
advocate  for  many  of  the  charitable  institutions  in  the 
metropolis.  In  summer  he  spent  three  or  four  mpnth^ 
at  Thornton^  in  the  dbtrict  of  Craven,  in  YorHshire : 
die  living  of  which  the  late  Sir  John  Kaye  was  so  kind 
to  him  as  to  give  to  his  Curate,  that  he  might  b,e  ac<^ 
cOttlmodated  with  a  house  to  dwell,  and  a  Church  to 
preach  in.  In  the  parish  of  Thornton,  there  are  a  great 
mlany  sectaries,  who  had  an  idea  that  a  Clergyman  of 
the  Church  of  England  had  not  the  gift  of  preaching  as 
their  ministers  did,  extempore.  This  he  thought  it  ex<« 
pedient  to  convince  them  was  not  the  fact,  by  preach- 
iDg  to  tkem  extempore,  or  rather  memoriter,  for  many- 
years.  But  this,  indeed,  may  be  said  to  have  been  his 
Usual  mode  of  preaching.  He  took  his  sermon  into 
die  pulpit,  but  seldom  looked  at  it;  for  being  short- 
^hted,  it  was  of  little  use  to  him;  he  therefore,  invari- 
ably, repeated  it :  some  previous  labor  was  certainly  re* 
Sutsite,  but  the  effect  was  astonishing.  To  every  young 
Clergyman  I  say.  Go,  and  do  thou  likewise.  He 
employed  himself  during  the  three  last  years  of  his  life 
In  preparing  many  of  his  sermons  for  the  press :  froni 
the  specimens  contained  in  this  work,  the  reader  may 
anticipate  the  satisfaction  which  may  be  derived  froin 
the  perusal  of  them. 

A  short  time  after  Or.  Scott  had  been  in  possession 
of  his  living,  he  married  Anne,  daughter  of  WiUiam 
Scott,  Esq.  with  whom  be  lived  in  an  enviable  state  of 
harmony  and  happiness  for  morf  than  forty  years.  They 
had  three  children  who  all  died  young.  After  he  had 
settled  his  disputes  with  his  parishoners,  he  resided, 
chiefly,  at  Leeds  in  the  winter,  and  at  Simonburn  du- 
ring the  sumtoer  moAths^  occasionally  visiting*  Lon^ 
don,  Bath^  &c.  If  e  left  t^e  north,  e^tijceiy,  the  1^ 
year,  and  took  a  bouse  in  Somerset-street,  Portman* 
square,  when  after  bdng  ^dnfined  to  his  bed  a  few 
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dbysy  ht  left  this  vortd  for  a  better  on  December  tCfdf^ 
aged  8 1  years.  His  manners  were  refined  and  polished > 
and  biis  conversation  beyond  chat  of  most  other  men,  was 
entertaining,  interesting,  and  instructive*  His  family 
establishment  was  such  as  becaine  his  situation ;  whilst 
his  hands  were,  always^  open  to  public  charities,  and 
more  especially  to  private  distress* 

Of  Dr.  Scott,  I  speak  with  the  same  sensations,  as 
Dr.  Johnson  has^  sppken  of  *  Gilbert  Walmsley.  My 
acquaintance  with  him  commenced  at  Bath  four  years 
ago.  The  friendship  with  which  he  honored  me»  ifas 
peculiarly  gratifying;  for  in  my  youth  I  bad  beard 
him  often  from  the  pulpit^  and  always  with  deliglit  and 
rapture;  and  to  this  circumsunce,  I  consider  my self^ 
under  Providence,  indebted  for  the  preferment  I  have 
obtained  in  the  evening  of  life — ^preferment  insufficient, 
indeed,  to  gratify  avarice^  or  delight  ambition,  but 
which  is  as  much  beyond  my  expecution,  as,  I  k^, 
above  my  deserts. — As  a  speaker  I  never  heard  his 
equal :  his  voice  was- loud  and  harmonious;  his  action  ^ 
solemn  and  dignified.  In  declaring  the  promises,  and 
denouncing  the  terrors,  of  theGospel^be  produced,  in 
an  unusual  degree,  the  corresponding  emotions  of  com* 
fort  and  alarm  in  the  breasts  of  his  hearers.  These 
effects  were  ascribed  by  some  to  the  manner  rather 
than  the  matter,  to  vehement  declamation  rather  thaa 
10  genuine  pathos.  His  discourses,  a  volume  of  which 
will  be  published  during  the  course  of  the  year,  will^  I 
am  confident,  evince  the  fallacy  of  this  criticism.  I 
shall  be  highly  disappointed,  if  as  pulpit  discourses  they 
^re  not,  generally,  esteemed  invaluable. 

Majr  14,  1S14. 


MR.  SKELTON. 

•    PHILIP  SK^|.TQN  was  born  m  the  parish  of 
Dcrriaghyi  near  Lisburn,  in  Feb.  i7o6-7«  His  &ther^ 

^  •  Vide  Life  of  Swtli. 
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Richard  Sicelton,  was  a  decent  honest  countrymtni 
who  held  under  Lord  Conway,  a  large  Farm  at  a  cheap 
rent.  Philip,  when  he  was  about  ten  years  old,  was 
sent  to  Lisburn  Latin-school,  which  was  then  kept  by 
the  Rey.  Mn  Clarke,  a  man  of  eminence  in  his  pro- 
fession.  His  father,  thought  lived  within  two  miles 
of  the  town,  placed  him  in  lodgings  there,  that  he 
might  enjoy  every  opportunity  of  improvement. 
Sensible  of  its  importance,  he  did  not  spare  expencc 
to  give  his  children  education*  He  was  a  man  of  under-  ^ 
standing,  and  die  gentlemen  of  fortune  had  such  a  high 
opinion  of  him,  that  they  used  to  invite  him,  frequently, 
to  their  houtes,  for  the  sake  of  has  conversation.  But 
iie  died  soon  after  Philip  went  to  school.  Thus  did 
Skekon  lose,  in  his  tender  years,  an  excellent  father,  a 
man  of  admirable  sense,  a  strict  observer  of  Religion, 
and  a  careful  instructor  of  his  children.  The  son  re- 
tained ever  after  a  grateful  remembrance  of  his  worthl 
He  used  to  say,  with  Horace^  that  if  he  were  appoint* 
ed  to  chase  a  father  out  of  all  the  men  in  the  world, 
he  would  take  the  one  he  had. 

His  wioriier  was  left  with  ten  children.  Philipi 
liowever,  still  continued  to  go  to  the  Latin-school; 
and  when  he  was  at  a  loss  for  candles  to  read  by 
at  night,  which  frequently  happened,  he  made  use  of 
furze,  which  he  gathered  for  the  purpose,  and  then 
throwing  tfaem  piece  by  piece  upon  the  fire,  read  by 
the  glimmering  light.  He  and  some  of  his  school- 
fellows, often^  met  together  in  the  Beld^  and  examined 
each  other,  most  strictly,  for  halfpence.  He  that  missed 
the  answer  of  the  question  proposed,  gave  a  halfpenny 
to  the  boy  who  examined  him ;  which  made  them,  as  be 
remarked,  prepare  themselves  with  great  care,  for  half* 
pence  were  then  very  scarce 

Oti  leaving  school,  he  entered  a  sizar  in  the  Uni- 
versity of  Dublin,  in  Jane  1724.  His  tutor  was  the 
famous  Dr.  Deiany,  who,  by  his,  conduct,  proved 
himself  his  real  friend  ever  after.  He  applied  (here 
with  diligence  to  the  useful  studies  enjoined  by  that 
noble  seminary^  aod  soon  acquired  the  reputation  of  a 
scholar^ 
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After  he  had  taken  the  ckgrec  of  B.A.  he  vras  or* 
flainbd  by  Dr.  Sterne,  Bishop  of  Clogher^  in  the  year 
iy^Pf  io  ^^^  curacy  of  Newtown-Butler;  'previous  to 
Jiis  oVdihaiion,  he  fasted  and  prayed  two  days^  He 
left  the  curacy  of  Newtotvn-Butler^  in  lyga,  and  was 
appointed  to  the  cure  of  Mona^lian  in  the  same  dio«> 
cese.  He  entered  upon  his  cure  with  that  zeal  for 
ihe  salvation  of  «ouls,  which  a  warns  sense  of  duty 
only  could  inspire.  Well  assured  that  he  must  l» 
accountable  hereafter  for  his  discharge  of  the  awful 
'  (rust  committed  to  his  care,  he  resolved  to  act  as  be- 
came one,  whose  hopes  and  fears  were  placed  bevond 
the  grave.  He  labored  hard  in  bis  ministry;  be  visited 
his  pebple,  from  house  to  house;,  without  aistinction  of 
kect;  he  conversed  with  them  freely,  mingling  enter*- 
tlurlmenl  with  his  instruction^  The  children  be  cate«> 
chized  eVery  Sunday  evening  in  the  church;  find 
vfhtn  they  became,  thoroughly,  acquainted  with  th^ 
Original  catechism,  as  in  the  prayer-book,  made  tbeifi 
leslrn  the  proof-catechiskn,  which  confirms  iaod  illus** 
t^ates  the  doctrines  of  the  other  texts  of  Scripturcw 
On  a  particular  evening  in  the  week,  which  he  ap*» 
|)Ointed,  he  invited  people  of  every  age  to  bis  lodgings^ 
iteit  he  might  instruct  them  in  Religion.  And  tii^us^ 
hy  his  m^ans,  tbey  obuined  a  knowlc^e  of  tbei|> 
tiuty. 

In  the  pulpit  he  displayed  that  strong  and  manly 
eloquence,  which  arrests  the  attention  ot  the  hearers^ 
He  explained  to  them,  in  plain  ^d  powerful  lan^ 

§uage,  the  threats  and  promises  of  the  Gospel;  h*^ 
eclared  to  them  the  indispensable  conditions  of  Sal^ 
yation;  he  placed,  like  a  faithful  servant  of  the  jLord, 
heaven  and  hell  before  their  eyes^  His  large  gigatidc 
size,  his  strong  expressive  action,  bis  clear,  distinct 
delivery,  his  power  of  changing  the  tone  of  bis  voice, 
and  features  of  bis  face,  and,  above  all,  the  sincerity 
of  his  heart,  made  an  irresistible  impression  on  hif 
feearers.  v 

His  life  was  conformable  to  his  preaching,  Jt  wa$ 
*  pattern  of  every  virtue;  it  was  decorated  with  piety^ 
tfaastity,  bumilfty,  and  charity,    )For  this  l^stHBCPr 
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MW  d  :9toiAble  ^aalky^  be  vas^nihetit,  peiftiaps,  ibovtf 
«H  others  in  Ireland,  jfteisg  born,  as  be  supposed^ 
ftr  the  dMnfort  of  the  poor^  he  cxericd  aU  bis  endea* 
Tors  to  tniiigate  thetr  sorrows*  A  gveat  part  of  his 
annual  pittance  he  gave  theai)  andoften  scarce  allowed 
fclmidf  even  the  necessaries  of  tile.  His  preaching 
was  attended  with  the  success  he  desired.  The  itaan* 
fieri  of  his  people  weFe»  in  a  short  tiatie,  greatly  !m« 
fTovtdj  and  vice  and  ignorance  retreated  before  so 
|K>weiful  an  opponent. 

He  was,  particularly,  aueotive  to  the  state  of  the 
prisoners  in  the  jail,  whose  situation  renders  thetn  sd 
ixipless.  On  cxamintag  the  jail  of  Mona^an,  he 
found  that  the  poor  prisonerB  were  often  cheated  of 
tbeir  proper  allowaoce  of  bread;  But  be  took  cara 
aoon  to  rectify  this,  and  every  other,  abuse;  so  that  the 
condition  of  the  tirisoners  was;rin  his  time,  as  com^ 
^rtaUe  as  oould  be  expected.  To  those  who  were 
coodemned  to  die,  he  was  a  faithful  instructor,  af&>rd* 
ing  such  advice  and  consolation  as  wece  suitable  to 
their  melaachc^  state. 

He  was  oiKe  very  successful  in  his  endeavors  to 
Mvethe4ffe  of  a  convict  at  Monagfaan,  of  whose  in- 
nocence he  Was  iweil  assured,  that  was  condeaaned  to 
be  hanged  in  iiire  days«  He  sot  off  immediately  for 
Publin,  and,  travdiing  without  delay,  on  his  arrival 
<here  went  to  the  Privy  Council,  which  was,  fortu* 
nately,  sitting.  He  was  admittisd,  pleaded  eloquently 
before  them  tbe  cause  of  <the  poor  man,  obuined  his 
pardon,  and,  like  a  good  angel,  returned  to  Monagban^ 
miih  the  httppy  newt  before  the.  day  of  the  execution 
arrived;^ 

There  was  in  his  pariah  a  cotorious  sinner,  whose 
picked  life  gave  offence  to  every  aober  Christian, 
^kehon  went  to  him,  and  warning  him  of  the  danger 
of  his  easi  ways,  the  man  waa  so  desperately  wicked, 
that  be  took  a  spit»  aad  ran  at  him  to  stick  him.  SkeU 
ion  WMs  ^MTced  then  lo  make  his  escape.  However^ 
fce  had  the  courage  tp  ^o  back  again,  and,  at  last^ 
alter  much  danger  aad  difficulty^  by  long  perseverance, 
bf  his  awiiillcfitufes,:f|ad  the  divine  aid,  brought  hiiai 
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to  a  sense  of  Rdigidru  He  produced,  indeed,  a  sen* 
sible  reformation  in  the  manners  of  his  people,  thirrjr 
Or  forty  of  whom,  usually,  attended  prayers  on  a  weeH 
day ;  which,  if  one  may  judge  by  his  own  experience, 
seems  almost  incredible. 

In  1 736,  be  published  a  pamphlet,  the  title  of  which 
is,  A  Vindication  of  the  Right  Reverend  the  Lord 
Bishop  of  Winchester,  &c,  A  book,  enii'tled,  A  plain 
Account  of  the  Nature  and  £nd  of  the  Lord's  Sup-r 
per,  was  ascribed  to  his  Lordship,  in  which  he  asserts^ 
that  consecration  of  the  elements  is  without  scrip- 
tural precept  or  example,  and  that  this  Sacrament  la 
intended,  merely,  to  commemorate  our  Lord's  death, 
Skelton  answers  all  the  arguments  produced  by  the 
author,  in  such  a  way  as  to  satisfy  ^iny  ^easphable 
reader. 

In  1742,  he  aecepted  of  the  tuition  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Charlemont,  but  quarrelling  with  Mr.  Aldder-r 
ky,  who  had  marriol  Lady  Charlemont,  he  soon  gave 
up  the  care  of  his  Lordship's  education,  and  returned 
to  his  cure.  His  Re^or  b^d  pow  been  resident  two 
years. 

After  having  prepared  his  Deism  Revealed  for  the 
press,  he  resolved  to  take  it  to  London.  Accordingly, 
tiis  Rector,  having  offered  to  do  duty  for  him  in  his 
absence,  and  pay  him  his  salary,  he  set  out  in  1748, 
to  dispose  of  it.  By  Deism  Revealed,  he  made  about 
jr200.  His  powerful  pulpit-eloquence  which  he  disr 
played  in  thp  Churches  in  |he  metropolis,  brpugh^ 
him  into  notice^ 

He  spent  a  great  part  of  his  time  in  going  through 
the  city,  where  he  continued  about  half  a  year,  pur^. 
chasing  books  at  a  cheap  rate,  and  laid  out  on  thesp 
the  most  of  Che  money  he  got  by  Deism  Revealed^ 
which  afforded  a  good  library  for  a  writer. 

liowever,  th^  time  pf  his  being  promoted  above 
the  humble  office  of  a  curate  at  length  arrived.  Iq 
the  year  1750,  the  Bishop  of  Clogher  gave  biin  the 
living  of  rettigo,  in  a  wild  par^  of  the  county  of 
DonnegaU  When  he  got  this  living,  he  teid  been 
pjgbti^^.ye^c^  Cprate  of  Monaghan,  and  two  of  Ncwi- 
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lown-Butler.  His  parish  was  fifteen  miles  long,  and 
ten  broad;  he  had  the  whole  of  the  tithes,  and  also 
a  glebe  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  acres :  yet  ftrange  as 
it  may  seem,  the  whole  did  not,  on  an  average,  pro- 
duce more  than  £  200  per  annum. ' 

His  parishoners  were  sunk  in  profound  ignorance. 
He  bad  a  wide  field  for  improvement  before  him,  and 
began  to  work  immediately.     He  visited  tifem  from 
bouse  to  house;  he  instructed  them  late  and  early;  he 
told  tfaeaa  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  died  for  their  sins, 
vhose  name  some  of  them  had^  scarcely,  heard  of  be- 
fore.   In  his  journies  through  the  parish,   he  took 
down  the  childrens*  names,  desiring  theif  parents  to 
send  them  to  Church  to  be  instructed  in  theCatechism« 
During  the  summer,  while  he  was  thus  employed,  he 
explained  the  Catechism  on  Sundays  before  all  the 
people,  which  served  to  edify  both  old  and  young. 
He  gave  the  people  this  instead  of  a  -sermon,  as  it 
leemed  to  please  them  better,  being  delivered  without 
potes,  and  was  also,  remarkably,  plain  and  instructive. 
He  was  thus,  like  Job,  '*  eyes  to  the  blind,  and  feet 
**  to  the  lame.*'     In  time,  by  his  extraordinary  care, 
he  brought  these  uncultivated  people  to  believe  in  a 
Cod  who  made,  and  a  Saviour  who  redeemed  them. 

Soon  after  he  got  this  living,  the  Bishop  of  Clogher 
informed  him,  that  be  expected  him  to  preach  the  next 
Visitation  Sermon^  On  that  occasion,  he  preached 
his  sermon  entitted.  The  Dignity  of  the  Christian 
Ministry,  at  the  visitation  in  1751*  This,  probably, 
^  one  of  the  best  occasional  sermons  of  this  sort  ex- 
^nt  in  our  language.  Its  style  is  dear,  forcible,  and 
fmimatecl  with  true  piety. 

TThe  private  ftills  in  the  parish  of  Pettigo,  1)eing  at 
^hat  time  innumerable,  made  whiskey  cheap»  which 
caused  jthe  people  to  t^  most  shamefully  addicted  to 
drunkenness.  The  catholics,  yho  were  most  nume- 
rous, we^e  the  most  nptpriously  infamous  for  this  vice; 
though  the  protestants,  las  they  palled  themselves,  were 
bat  little  better.  At  burials,  in  particular,  to  which 
they  flocked  from  all  quarters,  they  drank  to  abo- 
W^\t  excesi,    |t  was  tj^e  custon^  then  with  ibem, 
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fs  tooDsu  t|)e  corpse  iRras  buried,  lo  meet  ali  io  a  Md 
^jgcent  to  tbe  cburch-y^ard ;  when  twentjr  gallons  of 
Vmfikey  bave,  oCten^  been  drtmk  at  Mch  a  neeting. 

Mr.  Skelton  strove  wich  aU  bis  power  to  auppresi 
ibis  btutish  practice.  A  aerinon  be  preacbcd  to  them 
cm  jLhi^  subject  ia  printed  ta  bia  works,  ^ntitled^  *^  Woe 
|o  tbe  Priuikard,*'  which,  bad  fhey  the  Peelmg^  of 
.men,  must  bav4C  bad  aneffcci  on  them^  especially  wbeo 
delivered  by  such  a  preacher.  Yet  )m  advice  and 
preaching  produced^  alas !  in  this  infante,  but  link 
reformation^ 

' '  M>  vobcoes  of  sermoBi  were  pub* 
Millar^  entitled,  Discourses  Coinro«> 
cal  on  various  Subjects,  proper  for 
n  of  tbe  prosenc  Times.  By  the 
D  Rere^ed.  Of  these  sermons  in«> 
;ies  might  be  <]uoied,  ai  once  striking 
bey  are  all  animatiDd  with  a  warm 
',  and  an  ardeoc  desire  for  tbe  salvar* 
Is. 

he  name  of  Carshore,  vith  whom  be 

1  wbo  was  blii>d.     Mr.  Skelton  per*- 

;  a  young  man  of  extraordinary  un^ 

[  surprizingly  acquainted   with   the 

ryed  him  to  go  through  che  parish 

9  to  instruct  bis  people  in  Religion^ 

ner  examined  ihe.m  bmnselft  to  knoi^ 

Y  bad  derived  from  bis  iostructionk 

;trQve  jto  bring  him  over  to  ,th^  opi- 

iways  wish  to  deal  with  persons  thac 

i^  defect^  ibac  the  interposition  of  tbe 

3re  appareiit.     Sue  he  had  too  much 

^opd  sens^  to  become  a  .convert  to  tbeir  ridicuious 

opinions.'  i 

In  1757  a  great  dearth  prevailed  in  Ireland;  the 

effects  ol  which  were  .most  severely  felt  .in  the  rough 

and  barren  Jands  .of  P^ttjg^.     >(lr.  Skelton  weoi  out 

then  into  the  country  to  discover  tbe  readi  stale  of  bis 

Door,    and  travelled  .tronx  contage  tp  cottagie^    over 

mour^ains,  locks^  and  heatb.     He  was  a  witness  to 

many  scenes  of  j^orrow  to  \^hi(h  jthe.gay  ^orld  weir 

'  '  insensible. 
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tnsfcmiUe.  He  «ct  ofl^  i«medttcdy>  fior  BallyshmnM 
10  buy  oaimetl  for  thetn,  and  brought  tfaeDoe  witk  all 
speed  as  much  as  appeased^be  hunger  of  those  who 
were  iq  the  severest  distveas.  He  also  gavei  mon^  Co 
a  person  to  go  through  the  parish  to  distrtfaate  it 
aiiiong  the  mot t  needy  objects. 

When  he  had  thus  affbnkd  tbem  present  relief  Jm 
ircnt  to  fiallybayes,  in  the  county  of  Cavan,  and 
brought  thence  oatmeal^  which  be  could  buy  at  ft 
cheaper  rate.  He  then  set  out  through  the  country 
CO  see  what  subsistence  the  indigent  peo{Je  had  in  their 
ivrctched  hovels,  and  .used  to  count  their  number  of 
children,  that  he  might  ^be  a  better  judge  of  their 
necessities,  To  some  he  gave  one  peck,  to  otfaera 
more,  accordii^  to  their  wants,  :aAa  to  diose  who 
couid  afford  to  pay  a  little,  he  allotwed  meal  at  about 
half  value.  He  thus,  like  his  gceat  Master,  ^  went 
**  about  doing  good,'* 

He  and  his  ser^nt,  ajuan  of  pflodigiovs  icnngtb, 
regulated  Pettigo  market  on  a  MoimIi^,  stand^ns 
among  the  meal-sacks,  «acfa  jol  them  with  a  huge  ctnS 
ID  his  hand,  and  covered  over  with  meal«  They  weic 
obliged,  when  the  -carriers  were  bringing  the  meal  to 
Petiigo,  to  guard  it  with  their  dubs,  aa,  the  people  «f 
the  adjacent  tparisbes^  sut>ve  to  take  k  by  fonae,  and 
t^i  it  themselves;  in  whicb^  as  hunger  aiakes  pei^dt 
^perate»  they  aoinetimes  succeeded* 

At  last  his  money  was  nearly  al)  sp^nt,  ndl  yietiie 
koew  the  dearth  must  continue  many  weeks  more^ 
until  the  new  crop  would  relieve  the  poor*.  He  waf 
theo  very  apprehensive,  lest  after  iteeping  them  alive  SiO 
lor^  he  should  see  them  at  last  d]iiing-or4mnger.  .H« 
lesolved,  therefore,  to  aell  his  books,  the  comptniona 
ofhmsobiude^  and  relieve  his  indigent parishoneia^ith 
die  moneys  With  this  intent  he  aent  theao^  to  JOublioi 
to  William  Watson,  a  bookseller,  in  Cppel-strcety4e* 
liring  him  lo  dispose  of  them  immediately:  who,  ia 
GoiApliance  with  his  ordersi  ladvettssed  tbem  for  sale  in 
the  oentspapers.  Jftut  as  buyers  were  taniy^  amd  the 
traats  of  the  poor  very  urgent^  Air.  Watson  bought 
^m  himsciC  for  eighty  pounds^  and  instantly  paid 
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Ac  motley.  Soon  after  the  advertisement  appeared  in 
the  newspapers,  two  ladies,  who  guessed  at  his  reason 
for  selling  his  books,  sent  him  a  bill  of  fifty  pounds,  re- 
questing  him  to  keep  his  books,  and  relieve  his  poor 
JKith  the  money.  These  ladies  did  not  discover  their 
names;  but  one  of  them  was  Lady  Barrymore,  who 
gave  twenty,  and  the  other  Miss  Leflie,  who  gave 
thirty;  pounds.  However,  with  expressions  of  grati<& 
tude,  be  told  them,  he  had  dedicated  his  books  to 
God,  'and  he  must  sell  them.  Consequently,  the  con**' 
tributton  of  the  ladies,  and  the  money  he  got  for  his 
books,  were  both  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
This  was  a  sacrifice  co  duty,  of  which  no  one  can 
have  an  adequate  idea,  except  a  scholar,  fond  of 
reading,  situated  like  Mr.  Skeltofi,  in  a  coarse,  barren 
country,  among  illiterate  people,  with  a  number  of 
agreeable  books,  ihe  only  companions  of  his  many 
solitary  hours. 

It  is  necessary  to  mention^  that  Mr.  Watson  sold  a 
part  of  the  books;  those  that  remained,  Mr.  Skelton^ 
when  he  could  afford  it,  took  from  him  at  the  price 
he  sold  them  for,  but  insisted  on  paying  interest  for 
the  sum  they  amounted  to  for  the  time  Mr.  Watson 
had  them  in  his  possession. 

In  17599  the  Bishop  of  Clogher  without  any  soli* 
citation,  removed  him  from  Pettigo  to  Devenish,  a 
living  in  the  county  of  Fermanagh,  near  Enniskilleni 
worth  about  j£*3CO  per  annum. 

The  whole  living  was  then  divided  into  two  pans, 
placed  at  some  miles  distant  from  each  other.  In  one 
was  the  parish  Church/ and  in  the  other  a  chapel  of 
ease.  .  He,  usually,  preached  in  the  chapel  of^ease, 
as  it  was  only  two  miles  distant  from  Enniskillen,  and 
kept  a  jCurate  in  the  parish  Church.  However,  he 
frequently  exchanged  with  his  Curate,  extending  his 
care  over  the  people  in  every  part  of  his  parish.  In 
both  Churches  there  was  a  large  congregation,  the 
Church  of  £ngland-men  exceeding  the  Presbyte«> 
rians  in  ,the  proportion  of  at  least  three  to  one. 
In  these  Churches,  Mr.  Skelton  had  the  Sacra* 
ment  administered  once  a  month;  a  regulation  he 
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ihou^t  expedient  to  make  on  account  of  the  number 
of  hearers. 

His  endeavors  to  instruct  his  people  both  in  pubh'c 
and  private  were  equally  strenuous  now  as  before. 
The  children  he  catechised  as  usual^  and  lectured  on 
those  occasions,  « 

In  17639  Skelton,  with  the  rest  of  the  established 
Gergy,  was  forced  to  make  bis  escape  to  Dublin  from 
the  Oak-boys,  who  were  then  persecuting  the  Church; 
all  his  virtues  not  being  able  to  secure  him  from  those 
enemies  to  Religion.  He  stayed  in  Dublin  till  he 
could  return  to  his  parish  with  safety. 

Being  informed  one  evening  that  a  Methodist 
preacher  was  declaiming  in  the  streets  with  great  vehe- 
meoce,  he  kindly  invited  the  preacher  to  drink  tea 
with  him  after  preaching.  The  man  came,  accompa- 
nied by  his  followers,  who  pushed  after  him  into  the 
parlor  to  hear  Mr*  Skelton  and  him  arguing.  What 
commission,  Sir,^d  Skelton,  have  you  to  preach  the 
Gospel?  A  commissbn  from  above,  replied  the 
preacher.  By  whom  were  you  ordained?  By  the 
Spirit,  he  answered.  Well,  Sir,  suppose  you  have 
got  the  Spirit,  as  you  say,  it  is  still  necessary  that  you 
should  be  ordained  by  the  laying  on  of  hands,  before 
you  attempt  to  preach  ;  for  you  read  in  the  Acts  of 
the  Apostles,  *^  The  Holy  Ghost  said,  separate  me 
V  Barnabas  and  Paul,  for  the  work  whereunto  I  have 
^'  called  them.  And  when  they  had  fasted  and  prayed, 
"  and  laid  their  hands  on  them,  they  sent  them  away.** 
These,  it  is  allowed,  had  already  got  the  Spirit;  but 
ihey  were  not  permitted  10  go  abroad  to  preach,  till 
they  wtre  first  ordaine(jl  by  the  laying  on  of  hands. 
Hence  your  preaching,  without  oeing  ordained,  is 
tomrary  to  the  practice  of  the  Apostles.  The  man 
being  confounded  by  this  objection  made  his  escape  a$ 
fast  as  possible. 

When  be  was  arguing  again  with  a  Methodist 
preacher,  he  said  to  him,  Do  you  adviise  Presbyterians 
^0  go  to  meeting,  and  Church-people  to  go  to  Church ; 
Yes,    Well  then,  said  he,  your  religion  is  not  the 
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ntie  as  Sr,  Patd^Sf  for  tm  aay^-^  be  ye  all  of  oMmiiil 
^  one  with  another." 

Once  a  year  he  went  to  Lisbaffiyto  see^his  relational 
when  he,  gencrallyf  took  with  hwi  sixty  guineas,  which 
he  divided  among  them*  In  Oerriaghy,  there  is  i 
handsome  rural  place,  called  the  Big  Glen,  near  Cciim 
mountains,  which  has-been  often  celebrated  in  poetry^ 
ivbere  he  used  every  summer  t^  give  bts  friends  a  treai 
on  the  grass,  who  spem  the  day  with  him  in  innocens 
relaxation, 

Derriaghyi  the  place  of  his  birth,  belongs,  it  is  weH 
known,  to  die  Earl,  now  Marquis  of  Hertford*  Before 
that  nobleman  obtained  the  government  of  Ireland,  be 
used,  frequently,  to  say,  as  Mr.  Skelton  told  me,  that  it 
was  a  shame  for  the  Lord  I«ieutenant  of  Ireland  not  to 
miake  Skelton  a  Bishop.  Ic  was  reasonable,  then,  to 
suppose,  that  these  sentiments  should  operate  with  his 
JLordship,  if  an  opportunity  offered  of  putting  them  ia 
practige.  3tu  in  the  disposal  of  his  ecclesiastfeal  pre* 
leanents,  his  Excellency  took  no  iK>ctce  of  Mr.  Skekoii* 
In  justice,  however,  to  Lord  Hertfordf  it  most  be 
noted,  that  be  gave  his  brother's  son  a  commission  in 
the  army  at  bis  request. 

Skekon's  charities,  while  .he  continued  at  Devteidi, 
were,  equally,  extraordMary  as  before:  they  were  even, 
if  possible,  more  extensive,  i|i  proportkm  to  the  in*' 
crease  of  bis  living,  He  ivas  the  saflie  auentive  friend 
to  the  poor,  the  same  reliever  of  their  distress,  and  as^ 
suagier  of  their  pain. 

In  1 766^  the  Bishop  of  Clc^her  pr<Moted  him  agaki 
to, the  living  of  Fintona^  in  the  county  of  Tyrone^ 
worth  at  least  a  hundred  a  year  more  than  diet  of 
Devenish.  Neither  Mr. .  $keltQn,.n0r  any  one  for 
him,  asked  the  Bishop  for  this,  or  the  other  living  ;  so 
that  a  regard  for  his  merit,, was  the  sole  principle  that 
induced  his  Lordship  to  bestow  these  benefices^  suc^ 
cessively,  upon  him.  Sqch  a  Bishop  was,  indeed,  an 
hodor  to  the  station  he  filled,  and  a  blessing  to  the 
Clergy  who  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  under  him. 

Fintona  is  a  ms^rket-tpwn,  jn  the  county  of.  Tyrone, 
five  piles  distant  from  Omagh.   Upon  entering  on  the 
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€are  of  this^ pamsh,  he  perceired  thatt  he  hadhut jRw 
hearers^  the  most  of  the  people  being  Roman  Catboti^ 
and  Presb}rtemns.  In  the  town  of  Pintona,  in  partis 
colar,  they  were  almost  ail  Presbyterians  >  but  in  a  shoft 
time  he  brought  over,  nearly,  the  whole  of  these  to  the 
Established  Church;  which  was  no  easy  task,  consi** 
dering  the  firmness  with  which  they,  usually,  adiiere  tor 
their  dpinions  of  non-conformity. 

Finding  that  his  Protestant  parishoners  were  mosily 
dissenters,  be  used  the  following  stratagem  to  entice 
<diem.  ta  come  to  Church.  Having  invited  their  mi^ 
nister  to  dine  with  him^  he  asked  his  leave  to  preadl 
in  his  meeting-house  the  next  Sitnday.  The  man  gave 
his  consent;  but  his  people  were  so  pleased  with^Mr, 
Skelton,  that  the  greater  number  of  them  quitted  their 
own  teacher,  and  came,  afterwards^  to  hear  him.  He 
then  sent  for  the  niinistery  and  asked  him  how  much  he 
lost  by  the  desertion  of  his  hearers.  He  told  him^ 
forty  pounds  a  year;  on  which  Skelton  settled  that  sum 
aanually  on  him,  and  paid  it  out  of  his  own  pocket. 

His  practice  of  physic,  at  Fintona,  was,  at  leasts 
equally  expensive  to  him;  for  his  bestowing  medicines 
on  ihe  poor^  and  prescribing  to  the  people  gratis,  as  at 
PettigOy  made  the  physician  of  the  place  complain,  that 
by  his  means  he  lost  a  great  part  of  his  practice;  which 
caused  him  also  to  settle  forty  pounds  a  year  upon  him; 
In  both  these  instances,  he  nof  only  took  on  him  the 
t^il  of  doing  good,  but  also,  voluntarily^  paid  for 
doing  it. 

When  he  (Stained  the  living  of  Fintona,  he  seemed 
to  have  arrived  at  the  height  of  hi^  wishes.  A  gentle^ 
inan  mentioned  him  once,  with  respect,  tq  Lord  Towns* 
bend,  during  his  lieutenancy,  adding,^  that  he  was  con*- 
cent  with  what  he  had;  on  which  his  Excellency  ob# 
served,  that  he  must  be  a  very  extraordinary  man,  and 
be  would  be  glad  to  be  acquainted  with  him;  for  he 
never  knew  any  one  in  all  his  life  content  with  what  ht 
bad. 

His  people  at  Fintona  being  but  little  acquainted 
with  Religion,  he  found  it  necessary,  first  to  visit  every 
bouse  iaJbis  parish^  and  then  collect  to  a  partictilaif 
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ice  tht  pfeoplc  of  each  town-land,  that  he  ttiight  itu 
struct  them  more  conveniently.  When  he  had  visitecl 
the  several  families  throughout  his  parish^  he  after« 
wards  called  to-  his  assistance  blind  L^arshore  of  Pet* 
tigo,  who  spent  the  whole  winter  among  them,  teach-^ 
ing  them  Religion,  for  which  he  was  paid  by  this  excels 
lent  pastor.  In  summer  he  catechised  the  children  in 
Church,  as  usual,  bestowing  on  them  Bibles  or  Week's 
Preparations,  according  to  their  answering,  or  the  dis-* 
tance  they  came,and  accompanied  his  examination  with  • 
improving  lectures  on  the  Catechism,  introducing,  in 
these,  some  of  the  most  notorious  bad  deeds  done  in 
the  parish  the  week  before* 

In  his  own  conduct  he  set  an  example  of  strict  piety 
and  morality.  Beside  his  private  prayers,  which  were 
at  least  twice  a  day,  he  had  family  prayers  every  even-' 
ing,  to  which  he  summoned  the  people  of  the  town  by 
the  ringing  of  a  hand-bell. 

It  may  be  supposed,  that  before  he  got  the  living  of 
Fintona  he  had  improved,  as  much  as  possible,  hia 
extraordinary  talent  for  preaching.  When  be  preached 
charity  sermons  in  Dublin,  as  he  often  did,  he,  always^ 
brought  thither  a  crowded  audience.  It  was  remarked^ 
that  on  these  occasions,  he,  generally,  got  more  for  the 
poor,  than  any  one  else;  and  well  might  he  enjoin 
charity  to  others,  who  set  such  a  noble  example  of  that 
virtue  in  himself.  His  manner  in  the  pulpit  was,  un« 
usually,  vehement,  suitable  to  the  warmth  of  hia  feel-^ 
ings.  ^ 

In  1770  he  published  his  works  by  subscription,  in 
five  volumes  octavo,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Magdalen 
charity.  The  first  volume  contains  Deism  Revealed  > 
the  second  and  third,  the  discourses  and  sermons  he 
4)ubiishedin  England;  the  fourth, an  additional  volume 
of  sermons  never  published  before^  The  additional 
volume  of  sermons  he  preferred  10  the  others,  as  hia 
understanding  was  more  mature  when  he  wrote  them« 

The  air  of  Fintona  being  now  too  keen  for  him  ill 
winter,  he  was  at  that  season  obliged  to  go  to  a  place 
more  suiuble  to  his  constitution.  In  1775  he  went  to 
lodge  in  Dublin.    As  yet  he .  returned  10  Fintona  be« 
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Sore  Easter  Sunday,  whco  he  began  his  lectures  on  die 
Catechism,  which  continued  sixteen  weeks. 

While  he  was  at  Dublin^  he  preached  a  sermon  at 
St.  Andrew's,  on  Friday,  Dec.  13th,  1776,  being  the 
day  appointed  for  a  general  fast  and  humiliation.  Hi» 
appearance  on  that  day  was  suitable  to  the  occasion. 
His  wig  was  quite  brown,'  it  bad  not  even  the  color  of 
powder  in  it;  his  gown  was  old  and  rusty  |  his  face 
furrowed  with  wrinkles,  and  venerable  by  age;  his 
person  tall,  though  somewhat  bent  by  years.  In  fine, 
be  bore  a. resemblance  to  one  in  mourning  commis- 
sioned to  remind  t6e  world  of  tlie  judgments  of  God! 
brought  on  them  for  their  sins.  In  the  pulpit^  old  a^ 
he  was,  be  displayed  his  usual  vehemence;  he  spoke 
with  abhorrence  of  the  corruptions  and  infidelity 
of  the  age;  he  seemed  to  retain  bis  wonted  eloquence^ 
and  bad  an  astonishing  effect  on  his  hearers. 

The  sermon,  at  the  desire  of  the  parishoners,  ai)d* 
many  Clergymen  who  were  present,  was  published  for 
the  benefit  of  the  charity  schpols  of  the  parish. 

While  he  was  emplpycfl  in  supplying  the  wants  o( 
his  indigent  parishoners,,  he  had  an  interview,  in  May 
of  the  same  year,  1783,  with  the  late  missionary  Mr. 
Wesley.  This  being  their  first  meeting,  they  had  no 
religious  altercation.  A  few  day^  after,  Mr/ Wesley^ 
paid  him  a  second  visit,  who  lold  him  scmeihing  which 
he  thought  a  little  extraordinary.  "  A  woman,''  Mr. 
Wesley  said,  "had  come  over  to  him  from  England^ 
whc  was  plagued  with  a  strange  disorder  in  her  belly  ; 
on  whichjj  being  press^  to  speak  plainly,  and  tell  her 
complain^  he  owacd,.after  some  hesitation,  tliat  it  wgs 
the  devil,  she  said,  she  b^d  got  in  her  beily,  and  had 
applied  |6r  cure  to  many  Protestant  Bishops,  popish 
priests,  and  presbytcriaii  preachers,  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pose.''>— *«  What  will  you  do  then  ?"  he  asked.  "  I 
expect,"  he  replied  "  to  cure  her  by  prayer  and  fas^ 
ing,.  and  the  Hke."~"  Take  care,  Mr.  Wesley,"  he 
remarked,  "  of  what  you  are  about;  you  want,  I  per- 
ceive, to  suppovt  your  new  religion  by  the  force  of 
miracles;  but  if  yoo  once  sec  up  for  working  miracles« 
the  pe<^  will  flock  to  you  6om  all  quarters^  they 

Vou  III.  jc  vill 


Digitized  by 


Google 


[    Ixxxii    ] 

will  meet  you  in  the  streets  and  highways  as  they  did 
our  Saviour;  and  peffaaps  they  may  take  you  short, 
so  that  you  may  lose  more  than  you  will  gain  by^  pre- 
tending to  work  miracles.*'  He  could  not  credit  Mn 
Wesley's  story  about  the  woman  with  the  devil  in  her 
belly;  and  this  gentleman  thought  it  better  to  send 
her  home  to  her  own  country  without  attempting  to 
take  the  devil  out  of  her. 

However,  if  we  can  believe  what  he  tells  us  in  his 
Journals,  he  has  been  very  successful  in  effecting  some 
cures  of  this  sort.  He  went  once,  as  he  informs  us 
(3d  Jour.  p.  95)  to  see  a  woman  in  this  melancholy 
state ;  and  when  he  got  to  her,  stoutly  asked  the  devil^ 
how  he  dared  to  enter  into  a  Christian  ?  On  which  the 
devil  spoke  thus  to  him  out  of  her  belly,  ^^  She  is  not 
a  Christian;  she  is  mine/'  But  Mn  Wesley  soon 
forced  him  to  shift  his  q*uar(ers.  Risum  teneatis 
amici  ? 

Mr.  Skelton^  in  his  conversation  with  him,  talked 
lightly  of  the  common  stories  we  hear  about  ghosu 
and  devils;  and  mentioned  to  him,  in  a  ludicrous 
way,  that  some  people  in  one  of  his  parishes,  who 
were  wrong  in  the  head,  imagined  they  were  haunted  by 
these.  But  Mr.  Wesley,  he  said,  was  Very  grave,  and 
did  not  seem  willing  to  join  in  the  joke.  He  would, 
indeed>  have  been  inconsistent  with  himself  if  he  had ; 
for  there  was  scarce  a  Magazine  he  put  out,  that  had 
not  some  marvellous  story  in  it  of  this  kind.  Yet  he, 
probably,  considered  these  and  the  like  as  so  many 
pious  frauds  necessary  to  serve  theoiuse  of  Methodism, 
which,  usually,  has  most  effect  on  weak  minds.  And, 
indeed,  it  is  but  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  this  extra- 
ordinary man  had  too  much  good  sense  to  believe  the 
gross  absurdities  he  countenanced  by  his  authority. 
But  then,  what  are  we  to  thinK  of  his  principle  f 
^  Some  time  after  this,  his  ears  were  stunned  with' 
the  fame  of  the  pulpit  orator  Dr.  Peck  well,  who 
preached  through  Dublin,  in  meeting- houses,  methodist- 
houses,  and  churches.  Crowds  followed  after  him, 
enticed  by  novelty,  as  he  preached  without  notes, 
\ihich  is  a  sure  way  of  captivating  the  multitude,  who 
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are,  always^  taken  with  strange  appearances.  About 
three  months  after,  the  doctor  sent  Mr.  SkeUon  from 
England  a  sermon  be  had  just  then  publishedj  the 
merits  of  which  were,  indeed,  small.  But  a  cold 
pblegautic  reader  is  not  so  easil)r  pleased  as  a  hearer, 
who  is  warmed  and  captivated  by  the  voice,  gesticula- 
tion,, and  countenance  of  the  extempore  j>reacher/ 
Adde  vultum,  habitumque  hominis. 

To  remedy,  in  some  degree,  the  inconvenience  that 
attends  the  use  of  notes,  Mr.  Skelton  recommended 
it  to  the  young  Clergy,  to  follow  his  method  of  copy- 
ing their  sermons  in  a  large  fair  hand.  It  was,  in* 
deed,  ids  ardent  wish,  that  the  Clergy  of  our  Church, 
in  their  public,  and  private,  conduct,  should  afford  no 
pretence  for  the  cavils  of  sectaries,  some  of  whom  tdl 
OS,  we  read  our  sermons  like  a  ballad. 

In  the  year  1784,  he  published,  by  subscription, 
bis  sixth  volume,  entitled,  An  Appeal  to  Common 
Sense  on  the  Subject  of  Cbrisdanity.  This  volume, 
the  pn^ts  of  which  were,  as  the  former  ones,  to  be 
applied  to  the  Magdalen  Charity,  is  also  dedicated  to 
Lady  Arabella  Denny. 

The  appeal  is,  in  style  and  arrangement,  even  supe- 
rior to  any  thing  he  ever  wrote  before.  It  contains 
an  historical  proof  of  the  truth  of  Christianity :  and 
shews  his  faculties  were  in  full  force  at  the  age  of 
seventV'six. 

A  few  d4ys  after  the  publicauon  of  this  volume,  • 
he  received  the  following  letter: 

Rev.  Sir, 

# 

X  have  read  your  Appeal  to  Common  Sense  on  the 
subject  of  Christianity.  I  wish  all  the  world  could 
say  the  same ;  but  at  present,  few  can  have  t^at  ad* 
vantage.  If  you  will  permit  a  less  expensive  edition 
to  be  published.  That  may  be  the  means  of  rendering 
the  circulation  more  extensive,  aiid  of  promoting  the 
great  end  for  which  you  labored. 

I  am^  Sec. 

Sarah  Sxrinosiu 

e  2  In 
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}n  eompUance  with  thi*^  pwoposaU  whkh,  it  niay  be 
supposed,  vi^  very  a^c^c^ble  H>  him^  a  oevr  cdtiioir 
wast  publi'^h^  »oQn  after,  a(  Mrt),  S^nnger  a  enpencc^ 
vfitlv  the  forpgoing  letter  pr^Qxe^  Wljen  it  was  iw 
the  -pr^sa,  he  scqt  her  ivrolve  pouoffe,  to  pay  pan  of 
the  expencp  of  printing;  bui  the  Bcfutsod  to  take  it» 
Of  this  ediuoQ}  h<}  beaiOfw^d  about  two  hundred  ow 
each  of  the  parishes  hci  hM  had  the  care,  oft  oMier  aa 
ciirace  or  rec^ojf. 

'  Jm  the  followHig  year,,  his  aevcmi)  voltune  wat  ptib«^ 
Ibjied^  entiiiWd,  Sofiulia^  or  an  Qid  Manx's  Mijscellaiiy^ 
Ilg  materially  are  variable,  aod  wirQugJu  into  a  ktyle 
i^Airat  and  agreei^e :  the  most  valuable  part  of  it,  ia 
liikf  Observatton3  on  sooie  Passages,  of  the  New. 
Te^taiveiK;  yflmk  are  useful^  inldiigible,  and  eon* 
sistent  wrch  ScripQgtxe  and  comoMM  a«me4 

.'iHe  puhtisbedt.  ^10  y^r^  ^7^^  t  short  Asawer  to 
ai  Catechism  u^d  in  Sunday:  SchooU^  Mitrkteiti  bf  oae 
\Vatsoiiy  a  Yorkshire  Vicar  \  which  he  aupposed  to 
ciiQIitain  aii.errQoraus  doctmiei  wkh  reapact  la  tjbe  sute 
crimen  imiMdiaMily  after  death.  This  »5wer  he  aecit  to 
all  the  Bishops  in  England  and  Ireland^tbttt  they  toXgkb. 
ej^it  tbeif  aMhomy  against  a  htfok  appanBady  of  such 
periwi^iva  tendency.  A/ccordiogly  the  Arcbbiahop  of 
li>uhlin^^Hipt)ed  the  u$&  of  it  m  hia  diocese.! 

I  In  the  laite^  eod  of  this  jetrt  he  was  busily  tm* 
ployed  in  re-publishing  the  sermons  of  RoU  Walker^. 
a,$i^c)v  Presbyterian  owniiaicr,  which  had|  deservedly, 
had  gve  previous  editions  in  Great  BritainL  To  the! 
sixth  edition,  he  prefixed  a  long  letter  to  encourage 
both  the  Dublin  bookseller  and  the  Irish  rteder. 
**  The  sermons  of  thi^  worthy  apthor,'*^  he  observes, 
*^  are  most  excellent  in  themselves,  and  greatly  wanted 
*^in  these  tinges.**      '  ' 

On  Good  Friday,  1788,  h^  was  attacked  with  a 
severe  fit  of  illfiessl     About  this  time,  a  young  man. 
from  Fintpna  called  to  iee  hini,    Havihg  enquired  of 

•  Mr.  Watson  was  Vicar  of  Middlcton  Tyas,  near  Richmondy ' 
in  Yorkshire :  he  died  ai^Batk^  in:.i8o4.    He  was  a  very  exem. 
plary  and  respectable  man^  and  an  excellent  parish  priest, 

'  '  *'     ;  *  him> 
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him,  most  affectionately,  concerning  his  parishoners, 
ht  lamented,  with  tears  in  tua  eyes,  the  irregularity  of 
their  conduct,  but  especisilly  thdV  unhappy  propensity 
to  drunkenness,  of  which  all  bis  instructions  could 
not  cfure  them.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Hastings,  Archdeaco/i 
of  Dublin,  attended  him  carefully  during  his  sickness ; 
which  pxx  an  end  to  his  life  on  Friday  the  4th  of  May. 
The  preceding  evening,  he  repeated,  intelligibly,  the 
Lord's  I^rayer,  and  never  spoke  after. 

He  Was  buried  on  the  Tuesday  following,  at  six 
o^clock  in  the  morning,  near  the  wea  door  of  St. 
Peter's  Charch-yard,  the  place  he  had  appointed  for 
himself. 

He  kft  behind  him  near  £"700,  of  which  at  least 
£^540  were  due  from  his  parish,  including  ;£*  120  charge- 
able  on  his  successor;  so  that  he  had,  hardly,  £^150 
-tlear  in  his  own  hands.  The  whole  he  disposed  ef 
hy  will,  which  began  thus,  Iti  the  n^me  of  the  glorious 
and  eternal  Trinity.  To  his  nfcphew,  Dr.  Skelton, 
tic  left  £1^0.  To  his  servant,  John  Swap,  j£'405  and 
the  rest  to  Miss  Leslie,  daughter  of  Henry  Leslie, 
Eiq.  and  grand-daughter  to  the  late  Rev.  Williaip 
•Leslie,  his  best  friend,  tte  appointed  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Hastings  his  Sole  executor.  As  ah  apology  for  his 
making  his  will  in  this  manner,  he 'mentions  in  it, 
that  he  was  indebted  to  the  Rev.  William  Leslie,  un- 
der God,  for  his  ptefet^ents  in  the  Church,  and  to 
Iris  family  for  many  kindnesses  for  a  series  of  years. ' 

His  manuscripts  and  his  works  he  left  to  l^r.  Hastr 
|Ag^  whom  he  styles  his  excellent  friend* 

t  1     I  f  hi 


I  have  extracu^d  this  account  from  Mr.  Burdy's 
life  of  Skelton.  I  reprinted  in  the  year  1808  those 
itktnbns  he  had  published  in  Ireland,  with  twenty  oT 
hh  Senilia;  all  of  (hem  very  interesting  dissertatiopS| 
hot  doubting  but  that  I  should  be  encouraged  to.  r<^ 
|>fTnt  aU  the  valuable  parts  of"  tlie  work  of  ihis  iivr 
Valuable  writer,  but  to  my  gl-eat  surprize,  the  impre$- 
lion,  though  a  small  one,  is  not  entirely  sold    i8i5» 

c  3  DR. 
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DR.  TUCKER. 

THE  account  of  this  distinguished  writer  i$  ex- 
tracted  partly  from  the  first  volume  of  Public  Cha- 
racters, and  partly  from  the  Gentleman's  Maga- 
zine, vol.  69,  part  2.  1799.  The  latter  confessedly 
written  by  an  intimate  friend  of  Dean  Tucker. 

He  was  born  in  Wales.  His  father,  after  giving 
him  the  best  education  that  could  be  found  in  the  prin- 
cipality, sent  him  to  Oxford,  either  to  St.  John's  or  to 
Jesus'  College, 

At  the  age  of  twenty-three,  he  entered  into  holy 
orders,  and  served  a  curacy  for  some  time  in  Glou- 
cestershire. 

About  1737  he  became  Curate  of  St  Stephen's 
Church  In  Bristol,  and  was  appointed  Minor  Canon 
in  the  Cathedral  of  that  city. 

Here  he  attracted  the  notice  of  that  profound  Di« 
vine.  Dr.  Joseph  Butler,  then  Bishop  of  Bristol,  and 
afterwards  of  Durham.  In  consequence  of  this,  the 
Bishop  appointed  Mr.  Tucker  his  domestic  Chaplain: 
the  Bishop  and  his  chaplain  frequently  walked  in  the 
palace  gardens  in  the  dark,  generally  converging  upon 
metaphysical  and  theological  subjects. 

By  the  interest  of  this  amiable  and  |earped  prel^te^ 
Mr.  Tucker  obtained  a  prebendal  stall  ^n  the  Cathedral 
of  Bristol;  and  on  the  death  of  the  |iious  ^nd  inge- 
nious Mr.  Catcott,  well  known  by  a  vojuipe  of  excfU 
lent  sermons,  he  became  Rector  of  St.  Stephen. 

He  took  the  degree  of  M.  A.  in  1739,  of  D.D.  in 
1755.  He  resigned  his  prebend  on  being  appointed 
Dean  of  Gloucester  in  1758. 

In  1745-6,  he  preached  an  excellent  ^ermon  before 
the  governors  of  a  v^ry  laudable  institution,  then  first 
erected  in  the  city  of  Bristok  After  mentioning  the 
depravity  of  the  lower  ranks,  he  says,  "  Our  houses 
•*  of  correction,  as  they  arc  called,  are  so  far  from 
*^  answering  the  original  ends  of  tl^eir  institution,  that 
**  they  corrupt  more  than  correct^  and  harden  rather 
**  than  reforms  so  as  to  make  the  young  offender,  if 
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**  sent  there,  to  be  threefold  more  the  child  of  hell 
^  than  he  was  before," 

This  strong  censure  is  full  as  applicable  *  now,  as 
to  the  objects  upon  which  it  was  originally  made  above 
half  a  century  back. 

The  Dean  first  became  more  generally  known 
(1752)  by  his  support  of  the  Bill  for  the  Naturaliza- 
tion of  the  Jews,  and  was,  indeed,  its  most  able  advo- 
cate ;  and  for  his  defence  of  that  measure,  1 753,  in  a 
series  of  letters  written  with  great  force  of  argument, 
and  on  the  broad  ground  of  justice  and  national  policy. 
He  suffered  great  obloquy — was  menaced  yvith  perso- 
nal violence — was  branded  with  the  opprobrious  name 
of  Josiabben  Tucker  ben  Judas  Iscariot^-^^nd  absolutely 
burned  in  e£Bgy  by  the  populace,  who,  not  only  at 
Bristol,  but  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  in  the 

*  A  nuigistnite,  hardly,  comoiitt  a  roan  for  zfirtt  offencc»  with- 
oot  lamenting  that  be  is  aealing  that  man's  ruin.  When  itero 
necessity  compels  him  to  commit  a  ^— what  painful  sensations  arise 
in  his  mind !  Painfol,  I  doubt  not,  are  the  feelings  of  tytty  ma- 
gistrate 00  such  a  lamentable  occasion.  Mine,  1  adcnowlege  are 
most  pGwerfoUy  awakened.  A  commitment,  on  the  contrary, 
might  be  productive  of  the  happiest  efiects.  Were  erery  person 
who  is  committed  for  crime  to  be  confined  in  a  soliury  cell ;  wbenj, 
even  there  he  might,  should  it  bt  a  part  of  his  punishment*  be  kept 
to  hard  labour ;  and  should  his  punishment,  when  found  gliilty,  be 
a  lei^hened  confinement,  by  proportioning  it  to  the  nature  ^  the 
o&oce,  and  the  period  in  which  he  has  been  in  prison  previobs  to 
his  trial,  the  end  of  commitn^ent  woukl  be,  completely,  answered, 
Tbe  oftnder  would  return,  nrobably,  a  reformed  man ;  but  what. 
crer  he  might  be  in  princi|Me,  he  would  have  such  a  dread  of  a 
lepetitioo  of  the  ponisnment,  the  most  efficacious,  perhaps  the  most 
severe,  that  can  be  inflicted,  that  nothing  but  radical  depravity^ 
combined  with  the  most  obdurate  insensibility,  could  prevail  witli 
bim  to  subject  himKlf  to  a  Kcond  confinement.  In  order  10  render 
solitary  confinement  completely  efficacious,  a  Chaplain  should  regn<» 
larly  attend  the  several  cells ;  and  his  salary  should  be  such  as  to 
enable  him  to  devote  his  time  to  so  benevolent  a  purpose. 

Should  it  be  objected,  that  the  expence  of  providing  such  t^H^ 
and  chaplains  would  be  enormous—the  objection  is,  easily,  ob« 
Tiated.     The  number  of  ofieoders  would,  daily,  decrease. 

It  is  alsoi  greatly,  to  be  wished,  that  the  county  should  cuntri<^ 
batcn-whoever  be  the  proaecator-^a  certain  part  of  the  expeitcer 
of  every  felonious  prosecution.  Ofienders  would  not  then  so  in* 
fluently  escape.    Felony  is  too,  too  often  compounded! 

e  4  metropolis 
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metropolis  lUelf,  were  instigated  to  facKcve  tbat,  by  the 
Jew  billjChristianity  itself  was  in  danger  of  being  over^ 
thrown.  He  published  also  "  A  brief  Essay  o»  the 
•Advantages  and  Disadvantages  which,  respectively,  at«^ 
tend  France  and  Great  Britain  with  regard  to  Trade. "^ 
About  the  year  1753,  Mr.  Nugent,  afterwards  Lord 
Clare  and  Earl  Nugent,  having  married  the  Dowager 
Lady  Berkley,  and  being  thereby  connected  with  tb€ 
neighborhood  of  Bristol,  became  a  candidate  to  repre- 
sent that  city  in  Parliament;  and  Dr.  Tucker,  whose 
influence  was  paramount  in  his  extensive  and  opulent 
parish,  gready  promoted,  if  it  did  not^  actually,  decide, 
the  election  in  Mr.  Nugent's  favor.  By  that  gentle* 
ipan's  powerful  recommendation,  he  was  promoted  to 
the  deanery  of  Gloucester  in  1758.  The  Dean  made 
a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  controvert  which  took 
place  in  the  year  1771,  when  a  very  serious,  powerful, 
atid  persevering  auempt  was  made  to  obtain  from  Par- 
liament an  abolition  to  the  subscription  of  the  thirty- 
nine  Articles.  Amid  the  violence  which  inflamed  the 
principal  writers  on  both  sides»  the  Dean  displayed  his 
ecclesiastical  erudition,aDd  souiid  theology,  both  which 
he  applied  with  sirperior  argument^  and  in  the  genuine 
spirit  of  Christian  moderation,  to  the  support  of  the 
Church  of  England,  The  rights  and  doctdnes  of  our 
Churchy  be  afterwards  fiirtber  iqaintained  in  a  series  of 
letters  to  Dr.  Kippis,  an  eminent  minister  of  the  dissent- 
ing persuasion.  He  also  published  "  Direaions  fcMr 
Travellers,"  in  which  he  lays  down  excellent  rijes,  by 
which  gentlemen^  who  visit  foreign  countries,  may  not 
pnly  improve  their  own  minds,  but  turn  their  observa- 
tions to  the  benefit  of  their  native  country. 

Archbishop  Seeker  was^  highly,  pleased  with  thia 
useful  performance,  and  sent  the  author  some  c^er^ 
vations  which  he  had  made  in  the  course  of  bis  perosa! 
af  it. 

In  1772,  he  interposed  in  a  very  active  and  prolongs 
ed  controversy,  that  toojc  place  between  the  leaders  of 
different  sects  of  the  Methodists;  and  published  a  smaif 
vokine  of  sermons,  in  which  he  explains  the  doctrine^ 
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of Ekdimtnd  Just^atioM,  upon scripturtl  grounds,!* 
x)pposiuon  to  what  is  called  Evangelical  Prindpks. 

The  dispute  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colo^ 
aies  in  North  America  began  now  to  wear  a  serioni 
aspect,  on  which  subject  his  opinions  were  singular  4 
and,  as  he  agreed  with  neither  party,  he  became  ur^o- 
polar  wicb  both.  He  contended,  that  it  would  have 
^en  the  wisest  policy,  to  quench  rebellion,  and  secure 
friendship,  by  an  unreserved  assent  to  American  Inde^ 
pendence.  Subsequent  events  and  later  experience  have 
redeeaied  the  general  obloquy  he  sufiFered  for  tbat 
opinion. 

When  the  terrors  of  an  invasion  were  very  prevalent 
in  1 779,  the  Dean  circulated,  in  a  variety  of  periodical 
publications,  some  of  the  most  sensible  observations 
that  were  ever  made  on  the  subject,  in  order  to  dissi^ 
pate  the  alarms,  4ind  encourage  the  spirits,  of  the  pea. 
pie;  He  states  at  length,  and  with  great  accuracy,  the 
numerous  difficulties  tJiat  must  attend  the  attempt  tain<^ 
vade  this  country,  and  the  still  greater  ones  that  must 
^  encountered  by  the  invaders  after  their  landing. 
Those  observations  have  been  reprinted  with  good  ef^ 
feet  in  the  course  of  the  present  war.  But  the  work  in 
which  the  Dean  seemed  to  hazard  most,  and  required 
AG  common  resolution  to  present  to  the  world  ;bttau8^ 
it  attacked  the  favorite  prejudices  and  principles  ofxh^ 
old  Whigs  aqd  the  modern  Tories,  was  his  Treatise 
on  Civil  Government,  published  in  1781,  whose  prin^ 
cipal  object  was  to  combat  the  political  doctrines  of 
Mr.  Locke<  He  was,  immediately,  attacked  by  seve- 
nil  able  writers.  He  touched  the  ark,  but  be  survived 
the  presumption.  Lord  Mansfield  quoted  his  work  in 
the  House  of  Peers,  with  a  fine  eulogium  on  the  ta- 
lents of  the  author,  whom  be  mentions  as  a  writer  qf 
die  first  class  for  sagacity  and  knowlege. 

In  1776  the  Dean  published  a  volume  of  sernon^ 
in  octavo,  which  arc  well*deserving  general  perusal 
He  addressed,  in  the  year  1783,  four  Letter^  to  the 
£arl  of  Shelburne,  bis  Majesty's  First  Lord  Commis- 
rioner  of  the  Treasury. 

'  In  tile  year  1778^  one  of  bif  parishoners,  Miss  PiU 
'  loquy, 
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loquy,  a  maiden  lady  of  large  fortune^  and  most  exem« 
plarf  piety,  bequeathed  to  the  Dean  her  dwelling-bous^ 
in  Queen-square,  Bristol,  with  a  very  handsome  le- 
gacyj  as  a  testimony  of  her  great  esteem  for  his  worth 
and  taknts. 

It  should  be  recorded  to  bis  praise,  that,  though  en« 
joying  but  very  moderate  preferment — for  to  a  man  of. 
no  paternal  estate,  or  other  ecclesiastical  dignity,  the 
deanery  of  Gloucester  is  (was)  no  very  advantageous 
situation — be  has,  notwithstanding,  been  a  very  liberal  ' 
benefactor  to  several  public  institutions,  and  a  distin« 
guished  patron  of  merit. 

The  celebrated  John  Henderson,  of  Pembroke  Col- 
lege, Oxford,  was  sent  to  the  University,  and  supported 
ibere  at  the  Dean's  expence,  when  he  had  no  means 
whatever  of  gratifying  his  ardent  desire  for  ^udy. 

About  the  year  1790,  he  thought  of  resigning  bis 
rectory  in^  Bristol,  and  without  communicating  his  de- 
sigh  to  any  other  person,  he  applied  to  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor (Thurlow),  in  whose  gift  it  is>  for  leave  to  quit 
it  in  favor  of  his  Curate,  a  most  deserving  man  with  a 
large  family. 

His  Lordship  was  willing  enough  that  be  should  give 
up  his  living,  but  refused  him  the  liberty  of  mentioning 
his  successor.  On  this,  the  Dean  resolved  to  hold  the 
living  himself,  till  he  could  find  a  fit  opportunity  to 
succeed  in  his  object.  After  weighing  the  matter  iqore 
deliberately,  he  communicated  his  wish  to  his  parish- 
oners,  and  advised  them  to  draw  up  a  petition  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  in  favor  of  the  Curate.  This  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  and  signed  by  all  of  them,  without  any 
exception,  either  on  the  part  of  the  dissenters  or  others. 
His  Lordship,  being  touched  with  this  testimony  of 
love  between  a  Clergyman  and  his  people,  yielded  at 
last  to  the  application;  in  consequence  of  which  the 
Dean,  cheerfully,  resigned  the  living  to  a  successor 
vdl  qualified  to  tread  in  his  steps. 

Dr.  Tucker,  usually,  divided  his  time  between  his 
rectory  at  Bristol,  and  the  deanery  of  Gloucester,  until 
his  resignation  of  the  former.  That  he  performed  bis^ 
duty  in  both  situations  as  became  him,  if  well  Igiowq  to 
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ttosc  who  are  acquainted  with  the  scenes  of  it.  In  pri- 
vate life  he  was  very  amiable,  and  very  exemplary  as  a 
pastor.  He  had  a  Very  ckar,  distinct  voice,  a' little 
tinctured  with  his  native  dialect.  Never  was  a  parish* 
priest  more  beloved  by  his  parishoners;  nor  is  there  a 
Chapter  in  the  kingdom  whose  discipline  has  been  bet* 
tcr  maintained,  whose  revenues  have  been  more  wisely 
managed,  and  whose  patronage  more  properly  bestowed 
than  that  of  Gloucester.  It  bas  been  said  of  him,  that 
he  talked  and  thought  more  of  trade  than  of  Religion. 
In  what  manner  he  employed  his  thoughu  can  be 
known  only  to  that  Being  who  is  the  searcher  of  hearts; 
but  trade  and  politics  werOy  certainly,  frequent  subjecu 
of  hii  cOQversatton.  Sacred  subjects  have  their  seasons 
when  the  world  is  not  of  the  party.  ^  We  do  not  fetch 
the  chalice  from  the  altar  to  pour  it  into  the  beverage 
of  the  banquet  When  he  Was  once  asked  concerning 
the  coolness  which  subsisted  between  Dr.  Warbunon^ 
Bishop  of  Gloucf^er,  atid  himself,  he  answered — '  The 

<  Bishop  has  said  that  Religion  is  my  trade,  and  that 
^  trade  is  my  Religion.  Commerce  and  its  connexions 

*  have,  it  is  true,  been  favourite  objects  of  my  auen- 

*  tion;  and  where  is  the  crime?  And  as  for  Religion^ 

<  I  have  attended^  carefully5  to  the  duties  of  my  parish; 

*  nor  have  I  neglected  my  CathedraL  The  worid 
^  knows  something  of  me  as  a  writer  on  religious  sub«- 

*  jecu;  and  J  will  add,  which  the  world  does  not  know, 
^  that  I  have  wfiuen  near  three  hundred  sermons,  and 
^  preached  them  all  again  and  again.  My  heart  is  at 
^  ease  09  that  score,  and  my  conscience,  thank  God, 

*  does  not  accuse  me.*  The  &ct  is,  that  he  had  studied 
theology  in  all  iu  branches  scientifically,  considered  it 
professionally,  aiid  applied  it  practically.  Dean 
Tucker  will,  ceitainly,  rank  among  the  ablest  divines, 
and  most  ^istinguishra  polemical  writers,  of  his  age  and 
coontryi 
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DR.   NICHOLLS, 

W.  NICHOLLS)  son  ofjohn  Nicholls^  ttf  Ddtl- 
atogion,  in  Botks,  bom  i6^;  commoner  of  Mag* 
dalen  HaU5  Oxon,  1675 ;  removed  to  Wadham,  and 
bs  a  fliember  thereof  took  the  degree  of  B.  A.  Nov. 
1683;  wa«  admitted  j^robationary  fellow  bf  Metton, 
October  1684)  M.  A.  June  I9,  1688;  and  abont  that 
lime  taking  ordkra,  became  chaplain  to  Ralph  Kar)  of 
McHiugue;  and  in  September,  1691,  rector  of  Sdsiey, 
near  Chichester,  Sussex;  was  admitted  6. 0.  Jiily  1» 
.169a,  and  D.  D*  Nov.  t^^  1695.     His  publrcatiom 
were,.  1,  An  Answer  to  an  hefetioal  Book  calletl 
^*  The  Naked  Gospel,**  'which  Was  condemned  and 
ordered  to  be  burned  by  the  Convocadoit  of  Oxford, 
August  i^i  1690)  with  sotne  Reflexions  on  Dr.  Bury^ 
jiew  Edition  of  that  Book,    169 1.      a. '**A  short 
iiistdry  of  Socinianism,*'   printed  with  the  Answer 
beforemcntioned;  and  dedicHted  to  the  Earl  of  M6n- 
4ague.     Q.  ^^  A  practical  Essay  on  the  Oontempt  of 
the  Wortd,"  1694,  inscribed  to  «  Sir  Johtt  Trevbf, 
blaster  of  the  Rolls/'  to  whoo^  the  author  acknowiegeli 
his  obligations  fbr  ^  a  considerable  preferment  b^- 
flowed  in  a  most  obliging  and  generous  manner."    4. 
^  The  Advantages  of  a  learned  Education,''  aSermoh 
^acbed  at  a  school  feast,  1698.     5/  ^  The  Diity  of 
Inferiors  towards  their  Superiors, in  five  practical  Oi^- 
CoxxtscBi  sbewinKi;  I.  the  Duty  of  Su^Clttb  to  ^it 
Princes.    IL  Cniklren  to  Parents*     III.  Servants  t6 
Masters.     IV.  Wives  to  Husbands.    V.  Parishonert 
and  Laity  to  their  Pastors  and  Otr%y.    To  Which  is 
prcfixttd^  a    Dissertation  on  ttie  Divine  Right   6f 
Princes.     1701."    6.  ^^  An  Introduction  to  a  de^oM 
Life,  by  Ft.  Sales,  Bishop  and  Prince  of  Gen^Nra ; 
translated  and  reformed  from  the  Errors  of  the  Romish 
Edition ;  to  which  is  prefixed  a  Discourse  on  the  Rise 
and  Progress  of  the  spiritual  Books  in  the  Romish 
Church.  1701."     7.  "A  Treatise  of  Consolation  to 
Parents  for  the  Death  of  their  Children ;  written  on  the 
.;  ^  Death 
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Death  of  the  Duke  ofGloucester,  and  addressed  to  (he 
most  illustrious  Princess  Anne  of  Denmark.   1701.'* 

8.  "  God's  Blessmg  pn  MrneraJ  Watears,  a  Sermon 
preached  at  the  Chapel  6f  Tunbridge  Wells,  1702." 

9.  "  A  Conference  with  a  Theist,  in  five  Parts ;  dedi- 
caisd  to  the  Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  17OJ; 
of  which  a  jd  Edition,  with  the  Addition  of  two  Con«>^ 
fevences  with  a  Machiavellian,  and-with  an  Adieist,w<a«^ 
published  in-  2  vols.  8vo.  1723."     ip^  ^  X  practical 
lisaay  on  the  Contempi  of  the  Werld,  ti>which-fyprc- 
fixod  a  Preface  to  the  Deists,  and  vicious  Lib^rttnes  of 
tbcrAge,  1704,  second  Edition."  11.  ^  The  Religion 
of  a  Prince;  shewing  that  the  Precepts  of  the  boly-^ 
SjOripcures  are  the  best  Maxims  of  Govertunent,  t704.**- 
ij»^  "  DefenaioEcclesiae  Anglican©.  1707/'  ij.   *^A' 
Purtphr^^  of  the  Common  Prayer^  vnth  Notes-oit  the' 
Soodays  and- Holidays.  1708."     1^4.  «♦  AfKotions^the- 
Xa^  o£  God'»  Children,  a  Sermon  on  the  Deatlr  of- 
Ifijbncc  Geopge.  1709/'     15.  "  A  CooHiient  on^  tbc- 
J3oi»k.of  Common  Prayer  and  Administrati^aof  the 
SlCTjiBicnts,  &c.    171a.  fol."     16.  "A  Supplcmcnf 
tft  dklP)  171-19  fol/'     In  the  preface  id  this  Dr.  Nr-- 
<^lls  mentions  '^  a  long  fit  of  illness  with  which  it  bach 
pfeit3ed  God-  to  visit  him,  and  a  very  uAestabKshed- 
suite  of  healih  both  before  and  after  it."     This  iHness- 
appears  soon  to  have  -terminated-  in  his^  desltbr     rj.  * 
*V  Histoire  Sacre  L.  viiv  Ex  Antonii  Coccqii^-Sabellid 
JS«tadibus  Concinnatum^  in  usum  Scholammet  jtnrem*- 
tiftti*;  Christiinae,  17  ii^"     18.  "A  Commeotatty  on- 
tl^f^  first  15  and  part  of  the  i6th  AHicles^of  (ho  Church  - 
of  England; -first  written  in  Latin  for  (he  use  of  Fc-* 
reisers,  by  -W.  Nicholls,  D.D.  and  translated  into* 
BngUsh  by  himself.  171-5.  i2mo."     A  vola4nieof  let-- 
tm^  fyiDr.  N.  and  to  him  by  Jablonshi,'  Ostervahi,  * 
W€ftstein,&c«  was  presented  by  his  widow  td«the-Arch<^ 
bishop  of  Canterbury,  Oct.  28,  1712,  to  be  deposited 
either  in  Lambeth  or  St.^  Mastin'si  library.     They  ar9 
among  the  manuscripts  at  Lambeth^  No.  676, 
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ST.  ANDRE»^'S  DAT. 


1*HIS  ^dtival  is  cdel)hiti^  in  meinoiy  of  St.  Andrew,  who 
was  fiirst  <»f  alt  a  ditciple  o(  St.  John  tb^  Baptist :  liut  learnt 
ing  from  bis  master  that  he  was  not  the  Mesdas  i  and  hear« 
ing  him  say  Upon  the  sight  of  our  ^iour— **  Behold  the 
*'  Lamb  df  God/'  be  lell  the  ftapiist.  ihd  btcitme  our 
Load's  Distipte.  (John  L  40.)  Andlitin^cohvm^edhim^^ 
self  of  bur  Saviour'i  divine  missidn,  by  dt^nVfariing  with  Hini 
•ome  time  at  the  plafce  of  Hb  abode,  be  finds  btit  bif  bro^ 
tbier  3imon^  whom  afterWairds.  oui*  Lakd  mxtaaltd  Peteir^ 
telling  him  he  had  found  this  Messias.  (v.  41.)  After  our 
JLord'i  asciehsion,  whfcn  the  A}>ostles  distributed  themseltei 
ko  preach  the  Goipel  to  the  different  parti  of  the  worl^^ 
ibe  province  which  came  to  §L  And^iiw'i  sha^e,  ^zb  the 
inoftbera  part  of  the  then  kabwd  world;  which  will  called 
bf  Uie  natne  of  Se)'thia*  Afterwards  h^  i^me  back;  and 
pineache^  the  Gospel  in  Epirus.    The  robdern  Greeks  arf 

.  very  pahicular  in  relating  tk^  act!  df  bis  apostleship.  They 
ieli  us  thai  the  Apostlei  casting  lott  for  their  miuiOni  St;  An* 
<irew's  wak,  to  preach  m  Ckppadocia,  Oalatia,  and  Bithynia : 
4fter  Uus  be  penetrated  the  coasU  of  the  Amhropophagi,  go« 
hi^  up  td  both  sides  hi  the  JEuxhie  sca^  even  to  the  most 

'   eeifite^  patts  of  Scythta,  and  the  Very  bounds  of  the  north  : 

aftowards  travelling  backward^^he  preached  in  the  country 

about  By2amium^»afterWatds  named  Constantinople— go* 
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St.  Andrew's  iJaj. 

ing  through  Thrace,  Macedonia,  and  Achaia.;  in  which  pros^ 
tinccs  he  con^ued  a  Ipng  |i<Ae  preaching  tlie  Go»pcl,  and 
confifming  it  wkh  great  miraclesJ  'At  last  he  glorified 
God  by  hb  martyrdom,  being  crucified  at yEgea — where  he 
last  preached — ^by  the  Proconsul  of  the  place^  a  great  bigot 
to  the  heathen  superstiuon.  H«  was  tied  to  the  cross  after 
his  scourgmgr  and  not  nailed,  as  the  usual  way  was,  that  his 
death  might  te  the  more  fmi^ing*  He  shewed  a  wonder- 
ful esignation-  and  alacrity  under  his  sufferings,  being  pleased 
that  he  should  undergo  the  same  death  as  his  Blessed  Mailer 
did.  -      -  ' 


ROM.    X.    5*. 


Jfitwjfmfl  ibsy  prtacb  except  thy  be  ^ut  ? 

IF  at  any,  time  since  the  first  pre^hing  of  the  Gos*-^ 
pel,  it  were  allowable  foF  a  minister  of  Chript-  to 
9^erl  the  h^h  dignity  of  his  caHing,  and  with  the 
lioly  ApoitJe  Sl  Pnul  '*  to  magnify  hi>ofl5ce  ;•'  suwly 
itis  soi  and  more  than  so,  at  this  day.  If  in'  any  agef  it 
was  seasonable,  in  this  it  is  necessaiy^  That  the  liit* 
fer  day$  shalf  be  times  of  infkteHty  and  departure  fronf 
the  Faitb^  that  there  shall  be  seoffers  at  the  Gospel^ 
and  mocker*  waiting  after  their  own  ungodly  lusts,  we 
have  the  assurance  of  the  Aposdes,  St  Faul^  Su  Sb* 
fer,  and  Sc  Jude.  Since^  thert^tKC,  these  tUrigs  have 
^ir  foretold  by  the  unerring  Spirit  of  Gody  we  know 
that  ofi^nees  must  c;oroej  but  "  Wo  unto  them*  by 
^  whom^  they  eome  T""  Yea,  wo  unto  them  wha  d<y 
hot  use  their  tmno$t  endeavor  to  pat  a  stop  to  tbeir 
farther  "encrease  and  pfc^es^  wh<^n.  they  dp,  come  I 
IshaU>  tbcrtfor^  fpry/)iucedificaii<)i3j^  sh<^vI»»yH4MKie4 
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l)k  aotkorti^  of  tils  pHestbbod  tsr-for  f^  Hm  pric«  ik 
^  tbc  mcsiMgefc  of  ihe  Lc^d  of  luMt\" 

And  ts  the  prtc3t  Undet  tbc  Law^  wai^  in  the  pra^ 
pbec*s  la^gvigc^  <^  tfao  fhcMengOr  of  tht  Lord  of 
'*  Hosb,^'  so  inithti  Df  tbe  Apokik^  every  hwftt} 
preacher  of  tbc  Goai)el  ia  <^  an  atobaksador  of  Jeaoa 
«^  Cbdst.^*  This  was  th^ii^  and  if  npw>  that  which 
only  can  make  authentic  aiki  valid  every  mbisterial 
act,  bodi  of  the  one  and  the  othiir,  whicb  otherwiK  is 
both  injurious  to  Qod»  and  useless  to  the  peopla 
Of  the  first  we  heat  God  complaiiiuig  by  His  prophet* 
^  I  have  not  sirntaiidyel  they  ran,  i  haVe  not  spoken 
<c  lo  fbom  and  yet  they  propbe^ed/'  And  of  the 
lecoff!^  the  Apostle  demanding,  ^  How  cao  tbef 
^  preach  nnkss  they  at>e  seat  F"  our  Chiird)>  there- 
fore, in  her  a3d  article,  dedares  dmt  ^^  It  is  not  law- 
^  ful  for  any  man  to  uke  upon  him  the  office  of  pub- 
<^  Ivpk  preaching  qr  ministering  the  Sacraments  in  the 
*^  congregatioa,  before  he  be,  lawfully,  called  and  sent 
^  to eaecute  the  same  i^  a  thing  plainly  aontained  and 
often  inculcated  in  Holy  Scripture,  and  withal  so 
agreeable  to  sound  reason  and  good  sense,  that  we  can« 
not  too  much  lament  that  there  should  be  men  who* 
have  either  the  art  of  perverting,  or  the  boldness  of 
out-faeiqg  it.     1  shall,  therefore^ 

L  Shew"  die  necessity  from  Scripturei  and  the  cx« 
pedfency  from  reason^  of  such  a  aaission,  in  gencraL 

IL  Assert  the  missioii  in  pailicutar,  and  justify  tk^ 
sacred  authority  by  which  the  Churoh  of  England  has 
sent  its  ministers  for^  into  Christ^  vineyard. ' 

h  The  Decessity  in  genenA  for  a  call  and  Mtimis^ 
sion  fr(Hn  God  in  order  to  exereise  the  miMsterill 
oB^#,  ai  k  h,  evidently)  set  forth  in  Sergiev-  Where 
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if  to  ri^  even  so  Irgb  as  the  patriarchal  age,  even  i* 
that  there  are  v'^ible  footsteps  of  a  divinely  instkuted 
*  priesdiood^  or  of  representadvfs  empowered  by  God  lo 
intercede  between  Him  and  His  crtetiires«  to  send  op 
prayers  for  them  to.  Him,  and  to  bring  down  Uesstngi 
to  them  from  Him :  H  He  is  a  prophet^"  aatth  God} 
^  and  he.  abaU  pray  for  thee^  and  thou  shah  live  t  sd 
*<  Abraham  prayed  imto  God,  and  God  healed  Abi^ 
f '  melech/'   Under  the  legal  priestkxxl  it  pleased  Al- 
mighty God  to  choose  and  sanctify  one  of^  tribes  thd 
tfibe  of  Levi,  out  of  all  the  other  twelve>  to  ttmustcv 
to  Himscifj  and  out  of  that  tribe  one  only  familyitor 
the  highest  sacetdotal  dignity.    ^  He  ejulted  Aaron^ 
^  and  gave  hiifa  the  priesthood  among  die  people ;  He 
^<  chose  him  out  of  all  men  living  to  oflfer  sterifice^ 
«'  tb  the  Lordj  and  to  make  recienciliation  for  His 
*i  people.**  (Ecclus  xlv.  6,  7.  16.)    And  the  severe 
punishmentsj  which  God  inflicied  upon  any,  that  pre«» 
sumed  to  invade  the  office^  to  wfaick  they  were  not 
called,  or  with  sacrilegious  hands  to  touch  those  holy 
things,  that  appertained  only  to  the  high  priest,  abun* 
dantly  witness^  how  jealous  God  was  of  this  His  owa 
holy  sancdon^    Out  of  the  many  instances  of  this,  na- 
ture in  the  Old  Testament^  I  shall  Hientioo  but  two^ 
die  most  renuirkable  for  the  quality  of  their  persons, . 
their  crimt,  «nd  punishment.    Nothing  can  be  more 
terrible  than  the  vengeance  which  was  executed  upon 
Dathan  and  Abiram ;  ind  what  was  their  crimen  b|it 
that  being  only  JLevites  they  aspired  to  the  priestly 
office.    Let  us  bear  Moses,  aqKtttulating  with  them> 
and  jiggravating  their  ofience  from  thr  digni^  that  diey 
were,  alteady^  invested  with.  <*  Seemeth  it  but  a  imall 
^  Atq|  \m  y^h  (bat  tbt  God  9f  Ismtl  has  aepaiated. 
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9l  Andrew's  Day.  ^ 

•*  you  from  the  congregation  of  Israel,  to  tiing  yoit 

*  near  to  Himseir^  to  do  the  service  of  the  tabemAcIrf 
*■  of  the  Lbrdj  and  to  stand  before  the  congregation^ 
^  to  minister  nnto  them  ?  And  he  hath  brought  ihc6 
**  near  to  Him,  and  all  thy  brethren  the  sons  of  Lev2 
•*  with  ihee :  and  seek  ye  the  priesthood  also  ?* 
(Numb.  xri.  9,  lo.)  This  was  so  prodigious^  so  un-' 
beard*of  a  provocation^  that  God  also^  as  Moses  pro*^ 
cisdms,  (v.  30,  <Stc.)  ^  made  a  new  tfmg  to  punish  iC 
^  And  the  earth  opened  her  njouth,  and  ^wallowe^ 
^  them  upj  with  all  that  appertained  to  them;  and 
^  they  went  down  quick  into  the  pit,  and  the  earth 
'^  closed  upon  them.  And  there  came  out  a  (ire  from 
^  the  ILoird,  and  consumed  the  two  hundred  and  fifty 
^*  meh  that  offered  incense**  wtdi  them*  And  in  after* 
thnes,  when  Uzzah^  otherwise'a  gbod  and  religious^ 
^nd  so  bng  a  prosperous  and  victoriovSf  king,  forget* 
fill  of  d)is  terriMe  work  of  the  Lord^  waxed  proud^  and 
took  upon  him  die  priestly  office,  ^^  and  went  into  tho 
^  temple  of  the  Lord  to  bum  incense  npon  the  altar 
^'  of  incense,  his  hearty**  as  it  is  there  said,  ^'  was  li(te(i 

*  up  to  his  destruction  ;'*  for  in  that  very  act  of  pre* 
$umption,  while  he  had  the  ^  censor  in  his  hand  to 
^  burn  incense^''  and  was  ^^  wrodi  with  the  priests,** 
who  woAUl  have  prevented  his  saerilege,  he  ^  waa 
^  smiiEtefn  with  a  lejirosy,  aiid  was  a  leper  to  his  deaths 
^  and  was  cut  off  from  the  house  of  the  Lord"  These 
femarkaMe  judgments,  what  do  they  else  but  proclaim 
aloud'firom  Heaven,  how  great  an  impiety  it  is  for  any 
person,  of  what  degree  or  qualification  soever,  with* 
cut  being,  lawfully)  called  aftd  iqipointed  by  God  him* 
#e)fi  to  assume  so  sacred  an  employment,  as  to  minis* 
ler  at  His  dtar^  without  ^  being  ordained  for  men  in 
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^  thuqiP  portaining  to  Go4p*'  to  tsike  upoa  hUa  <• 
imos^  bctiii^wq  God  and  HU  people  I 

Tq  cQine^  therefoiY,  to  that  whp^  is  our  sole  aum 
•lid  princ^pul  concenit  oatknel^i  the  ajiimmy  of  tbo 
Cio^y  we  shall  s^on  diicoreri  ^^  th^it  oo  man  (afceA 
^  tUf  boDor"  A^tb^r  ^  to  himicU^  but  he  Aat  ia 
,,  ^  called  of  Godi  as  was  Aarqn/'  as  we  ave  uu|^t  by 
the  aqtbor  of  the  (iebreuss,  who  has  ilktstn^ed  |be  014 
Testaqieat  by  the  New,  and  conirmed  the  l^cw  by  (be 
Old*  And  the  first  a^d  iposl  utumsverable  pfOfof  of 
|bU  iSf  that  ouf  High  Priest  himself  from  whom  aU 
mr  f laiiv  i*  derived^  did  not.  For  ^^  Gbnst  ^Iso  glo« 
44  r%cd  not  Hims^clf,  to  he  wide  an  High  Priest :  but 
^  He  that  s«4  wto  Him^  Thou  art  my  Sou.  this  4ay 
f«  have  I  begotten  tbect  Tboi)  art  a  Priq^t  for  ^es 
^^  after  the  order  of  Mdkhisedec*^  Can  i^  tfaen.be 
lets  than  bhspb^my  to  toiaginey  that  any  other  per^m 
^rhatever,  though  never  so  wtU  fitratshed  wjidi  gifts  oir 
gncetb  withQut  a  like  commission  fron^  Qed^  can  take 
upon  him  to  represent  His  person,  or  e^cqnoUe  with 
eftea  any  spiritual  office  in  His  name  |  No  suiely  I 
4nd  diat  our  Lord  qaig^.  not  leave  the  world  without 
pro?idiag  for  His  flock  those  that  shoifld  feed  and 
gpvem  it  in  HU  ahsenee'tiU  His  second  copytilgii  He 
eho^e  out  certain,  persona  &r  this  ^ery  pivfpqsc^  to 
whom  lie  iKipaAed  I^^  authai%»  by  in^I^iiv  them 
pariafiers  of  llis  m^sion  just  b^ote  |iJs  asceosiqn,  iai 
theee  wordsj  ^^  As  my  fitUwr  f eqt  me,  so  s^  \  you«^ 
But  here  it  isio  be  observed^  that  as  sooq  as  e^er  oer 
Blessed  Lord  had^  paenouoctd  thai  cofuiqssioi^  He 
5f  brefubcd  epon^thmii  and  aaidi  Reoeive  ye  the  Holy 
<<  Qbost,"— whiak  was  the  first  act  of  His  mediatorial 
o£^cey-^er  that.  ^  9U  power  waa  g^vcQ  «^to  flim  io 

**  heaven 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«  heityen  wd  i^  »arii^- '  Tbe  Ho)y  Gfaoie,  at  Ponte. 
ccMi  ^  came  aipoo  tIior9»  like  4  niihiQg*n4gh^  win4»r 
la  fiatble  tbikn  to  ptqpngttc  hit  Gesptl^  Biit  for  tto 
f0O5tao£  work  of  the:  mwnityf  vJiiicH  wat  neve^  !• 
tease  fr<m  tl^  Cburchi  th<^  r^eivoid  pawcr  oUoi  of 
cai^itii^  ihe  lAHh^QT,  upon^otbeirati  and  they  also  om 
others,  succesaifely,  for  ey^»  according  loour  Sayu 
Mr'afKomisc^  <<  Goye^  dfteieforei  and  teach  all  mr 
^^  tioo(»  and  Jo  lam  uritb  yots  always  to  the  end  of  tj^f 
<^  worid."*  And  it  it  manifest,  that  thcy^  acty^)^ 
taeeitiKd  this  itiidiQrity  wfaieb  thty  reccWed*  4.nd 
£u  Paut»  tftihrvanli^  who  had  thcsadie  authOTity  giv^ 
&iA  fay  our  SaVkMir  from  he«ven^  which  tbe  reft  of  the 
lAjpostles  fc^etved  from  Bim  oo-eftrth^  ai^  he  Km  Tii- 
feothy  and^Titus  so  he  gave  them  aathwity  to  send 
odiers  alaof  aa  is  plain  hy  hia^aying  to  ihe  one^  ^^  Lay 
^'  baadsi  snddcoly,  on.  no  mta  ;**  ^d  to  the  otbri^ 
^  For  thircattsd  left  I  thee  in  Crete,  thai  thou  aholildtt 
^  set  in  order  the  things  that  are  wanting,  and  ordain 
^'  elders  in  every  city,  as  I  a(>pointcd  ihe^"  And 
all  this  the  Apostles  did  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Gbdst,  given -them  by  Christ,  by(twbfeb|  as  they  were 
enabled  to  perform,  personally,  their  apostolical  funo- 
lioDs^  so  they  were  empoitpered#l|o  to  drdain  others  to 
^  same»  wboteofficfc,  therefore^  as  theirs  was,  is  also 
Irom  ihe  Holy  Gh6st:  which  St.  Pitiil  himself  shews, 
ipeaklng'to  the  eldcire  :df  £pheaHS«  10  wbomt  thoi«i^ 
diey  worei  certainly t  ordained  by  tome  of  the  Apot* 
des,  piobnbly  by  himself^  yet  bis  ehwise  is,  <«  Takfc 
*^  ye  he!sd»  tbeiefoil^  unto  yourselves  add  to  all  the 
^^  flooh^  Over  wbieh  the  Holy  Ghoat  has  m<lde  ydii 
^  ov4f«c4m,  to  ieed  thetChtitcK  of  Cod.''  And  dma^ 
M  undcv  tht  \sM^  ^cnre  was  a  successive  priesthood 
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^imnued  by  a  caraal  propagation,  -and  by  a  natural 
^cent  from  Aaron^  whicH  wa»  to  succeed  in  bis  office^ 
iO  now,  after  that  ^^  Cbri3t  our  High  Priest  is  made  A 
^  IViest  for  cftr  aftev  tbe*  order  of  Mekbisedec,  wh^ 
^  was  without  fiitheri  without  mother,  wkhout  do^ 
^'  scent/  that  qumal  propagatipn  jultfy  ceaaing,  there 
is,  through  the  virtue  of  (he  Holy  Spirit,  conv^ed  by 
apostolical  ordination,  a  oiver-ceasing,  unintemiptedj^ 
tainisterial  succession,  spirit^a^y  pibpagated  to  the 
fttdoftbewwld. 

II.  I  have  thus,  briefly,  out  of  lioly  Scripture  sfaevft 
4be  source  and  fountain  of  all  that  aotboriiy,  which 
the  ministers  of  the  Gospel  are  endued  with,  which  is 
no  other  than  the  cooMnission  of  Christ  himself,  and 
the  power  of  hk  Spirit  given  to  bis  Apostles,  and 
through  them  and  their  succeisors,  as  through  so  many 
living  channels,  derived  down,  in  a  direct  course,  tci 
the  Church  in  this  present  age.  iind  if  we  consider 
the  whole  compass,  and  extern,  and  ibt  seveie)' impor* 
tant  charges  of  so  high  an  office,  ve  shall  lee  the  tea- 
sonableness,  as  yell  a<  thf  truth,  of  all  this;  we  shall 
perceive  not  ont^'^t  it  is  so,  bu(  that*  it  is,-  absor 
lutdy,  necessary  that  it  should  be  so. .  Now  it  Kj  con- 
iessedly,  ^  duty  of  a  ministcar  of  Christ,  as  on  the 
part  of  the  people,  to  offer  up  their  ppiytrs  to  God^ 
so  on  God-s  part,  to  sign  ^nd  seal  the  pardcyEi  of  their 
sins  to  them,  and  bless  them  in  His  naine.  And  as  qo^ 
man  can,  for  another  man  like  hiqisel^  vithput  befaig; 
legally  commissioned  by  him|  seal  cavena^i^  !a  htf 
|iame ;;  mUch  less  can  any  one  ta(|e  upon  him  ta  pat 
ih^  seals,  which  are  the  Sacraments  instituted  by  Chrisf, 
fp  the  new  povenant,  without  His  express  Warrant  an^j^. 
(pmmissien.    Si^^h  a  proceeding  betipreen  maq  an^ 
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man  is  foT]geiy9  between  subject  and  prince  is  treason 
but  between  man  and  God  is  sacrilq^ej  is  blaspbem^i 
is  an  impiety  beyond  vhat  words  can  express,  or 
thought  can  reach.  Let  us  put  together  what,  at  ae« 
veral  times,  and  on  several  occasions,  our  SaVbur  hai 
given  in  command  to  his^  Aposdes^  ^  Feed  my  sheep; 
^  teach  all  nations;  baptise  in  the  name  of  the  Fathert 
<<  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;  do  this  iii 
<^  remembrance  of  me ;  whosesoever  sins  ye  remit  thef 
^  are  remitted,  and  whosesoever  sins  ye  retain  ifaey 
^  are  retained/'  These  are  no  mortal  sounds.  No! 
theyareHif,  whose  most  inward  affairsdiey,  His  chosen 
ambassadors  were  to  manage^  even  the  Lord  Christ^i 
by  virtue  of  which  the  evangelical  ministry  ^  trans^ 
^^  fates  out  oF  darkness  into  Ood's  marvellous  liglit,** 
raiseth  men  from  the  earthy  and  brings  God  froni 
heaven;  by  Uessmg  visiblo elements  makes. them  be^ 
come  invisible  Grace,  disposes  of  that  Body  whicK 
was  given  for  the  life  of  the  world>  and  that  Blood 
which  was  poured  out  to  redeem  souls  ^  whatever  it 
^  bmds  on  eanh  is  bound  in  heaven,  and  whatever  it 
'*^  looses  on  earth  is  loosed  in  heaven  ;^^  when  it  sheds 
malediction  on  the  beads  of  the  wicked  they  perish,  and 
when  it  revokes  the  same  they  revive  I  what  dullness 
is  it  not  ta  admire,  wh«t  profaneness  n6t  to  reveie,  so 
great  an  authority !  What  stupidity  to  think,  that 
any  but  God  can  give  it  f  It  is  He,  and  none  but 
He !  as  St  John  the  Baptist,  who  was  himself  a  mM 
sent  from  God  to  the  same  purpose,  speaks^  ^  A  man 
<f  can  take  unto  himself  nodiing,  except  it  b6  givta 
<f  him  from  heaven/'  Glory  be  to  God,  who  has 
given  such  power  to  men !  for  on  men,  weak,  rimpl^ 
finful  ipen,  was »  stiid  is;  t^  high  |>ower  conferred^ 
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iNihicb  even  angels  theiwelvjes,  though  in  other  things 
inUustering  spiriu  to  the  Charch^  cannot  exercise.  Whci 
then  shall  undertake  io^  exercise  such  a  power  withoiu 
^special  commission,  which  fven  an  angel  from.heavei) 
was  notfufficient  for?  And  who  can  but  with  the 
highest  graiitude,  and  unspeakable  joy^  acknowkge 
God's  infinite  goodnes«  and  condescensioo»  who»  in 
pity  to  the  weakness  of  our  nature^  has  ordered^  thai 
all  the  sovereign  inedicioes  of  Grace  should  be  appUed 
^.  us  by  tfaife  intermediiate  office  of  men !  ^^  men  of  liko 
<^  infirmities  and  passions"  with  their  brethren,  who 
have  ^^  this  treasure  in  earthen  vessels^"  as  St.  Paul 
speakS)  ^^  tbatauU  the  excellency  of  (h^  power  may 
(^  i^  of  Cod,  and  not  of  qsl? 
•  Besides,  as.  it  was  necessary  in  respeqt  of  th^  gceal 
ends  and  bt^venly  purposesi  that  h^ve  betn  mentionedi 
that  tbiff  power  should  be,  originally,  from;  Gpd,  so 
very  fit  and  cpngruous  also  was  it,  that  it  should  be, 
mfdkitely,:by  men,  to  the  end  that  it  might  be,  c^enly^ 
and  visiUy,  conferred.  For  no  inward  call»  though 
never  so  importunatei  no  pretence  to  a  private  mission 
from  the  Spirit,  no  meagre  of  real  |cnowl^e,  or  yn%% 
dovi,  or  gifts^  or  sanctity,  can  extuse,  rauch  kss  au^ 
tb9ri£e»  the  assuming  of  this  character^  without  being 
)(lgaUy  called,  and  outwardly  sent  by  those,  who  bavo 
\si^  iQ  like  manner  kgallyi  and  openly,  and  solemnly, 
<pi{)0W€rip4  ^  caU  and  ^nd  .  T^  bold,  the  delude4« 
SHpd  the  des^ngf  -having,  nnhappiiy,  acted  upon*  this 
HU^ken- principle,  we  aee  how  wide  a  door  has  been 
fipened  ^^ncbus^m,  folly,  and  madnesss!  and  what 
1$  more  Jiqrrible,  all  these  have  been  au;ributed  to  tho 
^oly  Spirit  by  whoever  %^s  livifJced,  or  impudent,  or 
^Kstraotyd.eoough  ^>  givff  qu%  ^  was  s^nt  by  Him^t 
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ThereforeCbmt  hiiBwlf  took  not  on  Him  tbo  office  of 
a  pitacbert  till  he  was^  outwardly,  comaii3$ioned  to  it, 
We  were  toid  befom.^by  the  Apostle,  ^^  That  He  gloria 
«<  fiedootHHBsalf  to  be  a  High  Piiefitjbut  He  that  said 
<^  onto  Hini»  Thou -art  my  Spn,  tbii  day  have  Iba^ 
^  gotten  tbee/'  Thi«  waa  in  heaven  tbfi  eternal  de* 
dgnatt^m  of  Him  to  ^hepritMbpod  in  the  secret  council 
of  Cod,  But  the  public  commiM^n,  which  He  re^ 
ceivod  in  tioae^  wa3  (be  voice  frpm  beaive%  ^^  Thi3  a 
*^  my  beloyed  Sofi  in  whom  |  am  ivcU  pka<ed}*'  and 
liUi  pvbKcIyt  owned  by  the  audible  ^pi^e  of  ^e  Al^ 
mighty  fafikerj  and  tbe  visible; descent  of  \kc  HtAy 
Spiriip.tbe  Son  of  bi|i»6e}f  omerednotupon^HifBiinifv 
lorial  office^  *«  but  from  ibat  time  Jie4m;b^9P  lo 
^  preach.  **  And  4$  Chmt  did  ihU  lakf  this  bomir 
D^Hhnaetf;  (ill  outwaidly  ^<  calkd^  as  wai  Aavoo/'afi 
He  did  not  Iciive  it  to  the  inward  caH  of  a^y  of  Hiff 
liiiciplesi  to  tsaloe  ^bemaelvts  ApoMl«s«  B^t  He  fir^ti 
0{mly,  calkd  and  chose  hy  name  twelvn^  whom  H4 
ordained  to  that  high  ofificei  and  after  chose  seveAty 
others  into  an  inferior  degree,  their  eommissloo  10 
preach  and  u>  baptiae  being  the  same,  wbicb  the 
Apostles  dwnselves  had.  And  it  is  notorious^  ibtt 
the  Apostlf S|  after  His  asccmiooi  as  the  inorofise  of 
tbe  Church  required,  chose  others  ;  and  after  fasting 
and  prayeri  and  solemn  imj^tion  of  band%  sent 
tbem  forth  to  exercise  the  several  powers  they  bad  re« 
ceivcdj  and  by  such  an  outward  ordinauon,  regularly^ 
9dA  liijeaUyy  cominuedi  baa  the  same  commissioni 
Vhicb  they  reoeived  frtiqi  Cbrist)  detoooded  10  us»  and 
our  Liprd V  pronuse  heea^^Mctly  verified^  that  ^iHd 
^  would-be  with  tbefti,'*  which  could  jio  otberwiscfi 
P^Uyy  b^  jbttt  by  iheis  lawMsUeCttssovsi  <^  co  the 
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^  end  of  the  world/'  And  if  rficse  things  be  so,  is  k 
not  deplorable  to  consider  the  slight  regard  that  is 
bad  among  some  to  this  missiony'wbich  both  Scripture, 
antiquity,  and  reason  tell  us  is  so  necessary  to  the  very 
being  of  a  Church  ?  Is  it  not  a  matter  of  just  tndig* 
nation,  to  hear  men,  in  defiance  of  this  carnal  ordi* 
nance,  as  they  call  it,  venting  their  own  absurd  extra- 
vagances, and  execrable  blasphemies,  under  the  pre^ 
fence  of  new  tight  and  immediate  impulses  of  the 
Spirit?  For,  w6  find,  that  a  good  assurance,  a  vo- 
luble tongue,  and  especially  an  irreverent  contempt 
of  the  only  power  that  can  authorize  to  teach,  is 
enough  to  set  up  a  teacher!  which  is  just  as  rea- 
sonable as  tt  had  been  undir  the  Law,  when  it  was  one 
part  of  die  ministei^ial  oflbe  to  kill,  to  cut  up,  and 
divide  die  sacrifice,  that  any  one  chat  took  himself  for 
a  more  dextrous  butcher,  should,  immediately,  have  set 
up  for  a  ptiest,  and  tried  his  skill  at  the  altar  I  But  if 
he  had,  and  the  earth  had  not  swallowed  him  up,  or  fire 
from  heaven  consumed  faim---he  would  have  been 
atoned  to  death  by  the  congregation! 

I  now  proceed  to  speak  somewhat  briefly  of  thene- 
cessi^  of  episcopal  ordination,  such  as  our  Church| 
most  agreeably  to  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  purest 
antiquity,  useth« 

The  government,  which,  in  the  langus^  of  theear^ 
liest  antiquity,  we  c^l  episcopal,  and  which,  as  it  ap- 
pears by  a  multitude  of  places  in  Scripture  to  have 
been  practised  by  the  Apostles  themselves ;  so  also  that 
It  wa6,  by  imposition  of  bands,  derived  and  committed 
by  them  to  other  particular  single  persons,  as  to  Timo* 
thy  and  Titus,  iA  as  plain.  .  If  ordaining  Presbyter^ 
{uid  De^consi  if>gt¥iA|;  orders  Co  tbe  Churdiess  estat 
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blishhig  niks  for  Christian  disctpUnc,  if  excrcisiog  ec<^ 
tksiattical  Gcnsures  may  be  allowed  to  be  sufficient 
instances  of  such  a  power,  as  sure  they  must  be,  since 
Bishops,  as  such,  claim  no  more«    That  the  Apostles 
exercised  this  power  is  on  all  hands  owned,  and  the 
charge  to  Titus  and  Timodiy  is  too  plain  to  be  denied; 
St.  Paul  charges  Timothy  to  ^^  keep  this  command* 
^  ment  without  spot,  unrebukabie,  until  the  appear-^ 
'^  ing  of  ourL^rd  Jesus  Christ,"  whidi  was  impossi* 
ble  to  be  done  without  a  continued  line  of  succession, 
he  must,  therefore,  be  presumed  to  have  intended,  that 
he  should  have  such  successors,  and,  in  order  to  it,  to 
b'ave  given  him  power  to  ordain  them. 
.   To  conclude.     If  these  things  be  true — if  tHfe  Grace 
that  is  come  by  Jesus  Christ  is  not  dispensed  but  by  his 
Church — if  there  is  no  entrance  into  this  Church,  lior 
in  it  any  forgiveness  of  sins,  or  means  of  sanctifying 
Grace,  but  what  is  conveyed  by  their  office,  to  whom 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  is  given  the  ministry  of  reconcilia- 
tion— if  this  ministry  none  can  have  but  those  only  that 
are  lawfully  sent,  and  if  none  have  power  to  send  but 
those  that  have  received  it  in  an  uninterrupted  Succes- 
sion,, from  those  that  had  it  from  Christ  himself;  and 
lastly,  if  none  can,  justly,  lay  claim  to  such  a  succession 
but  Bishops  duly  consecrated ;  if  all  these  things  are 
true,  as  I  see  not  how  any  one  of  them  can  be  dis- 
proved; then  surely^,  we  have  great  reason,  as  many  as 
are  of  this  communion,  to  bless  Almighty  God  for  the 
assurance  we  have,  that  we  are  in  the  Covenant  of  the 
Go^l,  which,  certainly,  none  but  those,  who  are  with* 
*in  the  pale  of  the  Church,  can  have.    As  for  those 
who  neither  have,  nor  pretend  to,  such  a  succession 
the  Apostles^  whether  they  are  within  the  Church 
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or  VriiBoat^  iit  judge  not,  thoughy  ixidieed,  tlie  tiidenl 
ikthera  do^  and  that  on  the  comkinniiig  sidb  %  ntithtt 
piosume  we  to  set  limits  to  Ae  cziBaoi^ary  uncoTiB^ 
Bioted  mercies  of  God;  whtt  they  are^  or  how  f(|rthey 
Biay  cxftendy  we  know  not  i  b«t  this  we  are  sure  of| 
that  the  privilege^  of  being  within  Ghrist^a  Ho^  Ca^ 
tboUck  Church,  ivhich  only  has  a  right  and  dainti 
to  the  promises,  afe  inestimable]^  or  else  thef  had  noe 
been  purchased  for  us  a£  so  dear  ai  rate^  as  the  ^^  most 
S^  preeiousbloodof  die  eternal  Son,"  and  maite  good 
and  conveyed  to  us  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  of  Gpd# 

To  v^bom,  tbirefhUj  wkb  the  Father  and  the  Motj^ 
Spirit^  h  ascriM  all  Glory  and  Praise^  all  Mighty 
Majesty^  and  Dotmnion^  hoih  mw  and  for  everm^m^ 
Amen» 
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.  ST.  THOMAS'S  DjIY. 


I'HIS.  F^ivai  ii  kept  in  honot  oF  the  memory  of  St;  Tboingf , 
one  of  our  Savioui^i  twelve  Disciples.   His  lineage  ancf  ^^^ 
traction  is  no  where  recorded  in  Scripture;  though,  it  i$ 
very  probable,  he  wa»  by  nation  a  Galilean ;  and  it  it  cer« 
tain  that  he  was  by  profession  a  fisherman,  and  for  some  time 
paruicr  with  Peter.  (John  xxi.  £.)   He  appeared  very  zeaU 
ouyja  attending  on  tbe  penoti  of  his  Master ;  for  when  th«i 
r^ttof  the  Disciples  diA4iH(1^4  o»r  I^rd  frofQ  goipg  ag^a 
into  Judcat  leUthe  Jews  should  stone  him  (John  lit  S.) 
St.  Thomas  declares  his  willingpess  to  go  and  die  there.  ()i6.) 
Indeed  his  faith  was  but  sbw  in  returning  after  our  Saviour's 
crucifixion,  so  that  he  could  not  very  soon  credjt  the  report 
or  His  resurrection  (xx#  26.)    But  when  our  Saviour  in- 
dulged him  the  liberty  of  seeing  and  handling  His  yet  fresA 
wound!,  which  He  received  upon  (he  cross,  be  made  amende 
S0X  aH  by  \hbi  noble  eoofeasion#  not  only  of  the  tmih  of 
;   Chrift^e  resunrection^  but  of  His  dhr ini^y  li]&ewtse.  (^0.  98t) 
After  out  i^ird'j  asceoiioni  TbosDas's^apostleibip  Was  qtef^ 
cise4  ia  preaching  the  Gospel  to  the  Partbiaps.  He  travelb^ 
\T\  hi|  preaching  as  far  as  India  ^  for  ^u  ChtysostcMi  ^s, 
^   Thomas  whtleied  the  /Bhi&piant,    He  preached  sdsb  among 
- '  t!i^  f^ans  and  Mades;  His  martyrdom  li  reported  toliav6 
.    MpptMU  M4Mii,  dceesiotied  by  the  Btdfmians,  the  !ndiail 
JttdisjnrisyfaMedJiiUcfiNr  M«  pKeachiDg  4!ie  Gtapelv  anA 
therefore  stirted  up  souMTof  tbe  #abble  of  soldiers  ta  murder 
him.  -       -  .   ♦ 
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*a  COR.  V.  7. 
We  walk  ly  Faitb^  not  hy  Si^t. 

ALL  civilized^  ingenious  people^  especially  all 
the  Greeks,  whom  the  Apostle  comprehends 
under  the  title  of  Corinthians*  have  made  it  theii'con^ 
8tant  study  to  improve  themselves  in  knowlege;  andj 
according  to  the  several  ways  of  their  improvementSi 
they  divided  themselves  into  several  schdols,  61^  sfects  } 
where  they  had  their  peculiar  badges,  or  mottos,  to 
be  distinguished  by*  tkncw  only  ihis^  that  I  know  m- 
thing  at  all^  was  the  motto  of  one  school  Where 
they  declare  the  weakness  of  man's  understandings 
and  the  imperfection  of  all  faumaft  knowlege  at  the 
best.  He  btu  said  ity  was  the  motto  of  anotHer ;  that 
is,  our  great  ittaster  has  averred  it  for  a  truth,  and 
What  he  has  averted  we  will  defend :  Ivhere  they  re- 
solve their  knoWlege  into  belief,  and  profess  to 
tiikb  lip  tiieir  doJctrines  upon  the  authority  of  thdr 
master. 

This  is  what  the  Apostle  seems  tp  allude  t6  in  ^e 
text,  and  t6  jdin  these  mottos  both  togedid' :  We 
^  walk  by  Faith,**  there  is  his  ffe  bttt  said  it}  and 
^  hot  by  Sight,"  there  is  his  IhioDo  mi^.  By  flie 
first  claiise  he  shews,  what  deference  we  [lay  to  the 
authority  of  our  Master;  artd  by  the  second,  bov 
little  we  depend  upoA  oursej  ves;  And  tbeftfoc^  dicae 
excellent,  expressive^  well-chosen  WDrd%  JUHf  well 
jbc  called  the  Cbristiaik's  motio,  die  imivtrial 
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terof  the  Gospel,  the  eternal  maxim,  that  runs  through, 
and  governs  all  the  several  parts,  both  of  our  practice^ 
and  our  profession; 
I  shall  endeavor  to  she^^j 

JF/Vi/j  What  is  here  meant  by  Faith,  a^  it  Stahds  in 
Opposition  to  sight; 

Secondly^  Hcfw  reasonable  it  is^  in  this  opposition,  to 
judge  in  favor  of  Faith; 

Thirdly^  That  we  mlist  not  only  judgey  but  "  Ivalk 
**  by  Faith,  and  not  by  sight*" 

I.  The  text  is  not  so  to  be  Uridferstofbd,  as  if  our 
t*aith  obliged  us  to  deny  our  sight,  or  to  renounce  the 
cvidencei  df  bur  ^eniei,  or  to  believe^  in  direct  contra- 
diction to  tvhat  we  see; 

Sense  is  the  foundation  of  all  knowlege;  it  i5  the  prin- 
ciple which  both  otir  reason  and  Religion  are  built  upon : 
and  if  these  guides  tnay  deceive  us,  God  and  nature 
liave  put  thie  deceit  upon  us,  and  man  is  not  account- 
able for  his  etton 

If,  therefore,  we  take  awdy  the  eviderice  of  sense,  it 
nbt  only  desttoys  our  knowlege,  but  our  Faith  aliid 
Vill  fall  with  it  to  the  ground.  If  we  take  away  the 
foundation,  it  is  impdssible  for  the  house  to  stand. 

As  Faith  does  no  where  coritradict  plain  evident 
sensd,  so  neither  does  it  debar  us  from  the  use  of  our 
ireasonj  that  faculty  within  us  whereby  we  judge  of 
things^  and  compare  one  thing  with  anothtr^  and  by 
drawing  certain  inferentes  from  wliat  we  see,  we  rise 
to  the  knowldge  of  things  that  are  out  of  3ighti 

For  reason  is  s^o  far  from  being  inconsistent  with 
Religion,  that  it  is  the  Very  immediate  ground  upon 
which  Religion  stands;  Thu?^  says  St.  Paul,  "  the 
^  invisible  things  of  Ood  are'  seen  by  those  things 
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"  which  He  has  made/'  By  the  beauty  and  conve* 
nience  which  we  observe  in  the  world,  we  discover  the 
wisdom  and  power  of  Him  that  made  it,  Fr^m  ac- 
knowleging  the  wisdom  and  power  of  God,  we  are, 
partly,  led  to  the  knowlege  of  His  worship,  and  those 
religious  duties  which  we  owe  unto  Htm:  and  by  the 
different  manner  of  men's  discharging  their  duty  in  this 
Kfe,  we  are  persuaded  that  there  will  be  a  resurrection 
of  the  dead,  and  very  different  rewards  in  the  life  to 
come.  And  all  these  are  discoveries  which  we  owe, 
principally,  to  the  workings  of  our  own  reason,  whose 
office  it  b  to  make  way  for  Faith. 

Though  sense  and  reason  must  be  allowed  to  judge 
of  those  things  which  lie  within  their  sphere,  yet  there 
are  some  things  which  are  above  their  reach,  and  do 
not  lie  within  their  compass;  and  for  those  truths  which 
do  not  come^  distinctly,  within  our  view,  we  must  be 
beholden  to  Revelation.  And  such  are  the  prime  ob- 
jects and  articles  of  our  Faith.     As  for  instance  : 

What  shall  be  the  condition  of  men  ^fter  death,  is  a 
consideration  so  dark,  and  remote,  that  our  sense  and 
reason  can  never  reach  it.  That  either  we  shall  be>  or 
shall  not  be,  is  very  certain  :  but  whether  we  shall  he, 
or  shall  not  be,  or  what  we  are  like  to  be,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  grave,  i$  ali  but  blind  conjecture;  till  we 
are  told  by  one  of  better  eyes  than  ours,  who  sees 
things  past^  present,  and  to  come. 

There  is  a  black  thick  cloud  between  the  living  and 
the  dead,  through  which  we  cannot  see  ;  and  a  gulph 
which  we  cannot  pass*  We  have  na  intercourse,  no 
correspondence  thcre^  and  no  man  ever  came  from 
thence  to  giye  us  information.  None  but  Christ,  who 
is  both  Gpd  and  man,  He  only  has  discovered  to  us 
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\\i6  sitcttis  of  the  other  vfbtld  y  and  yet  there  arfe  those 
trho  reject  His  evidentej  add  will  believe  nothing  but 
wnat  they  sc^  themselves. 

Again.  We  know  that  we  did  not  make  bUrselveSi 
and  that  He  who  did^  deserves  to  be  obeyed^  and  wor- 
shipped for  it,  but  what  sortof  wotship  He  will  accept, 
of  what  sort  of  coitittiands  we  must  obey.  We  have  no 
nieans  to  know,  but  by  His  directions.  For  this 
reason>  God,  frequently,  shewed  himself  to  the  i*atri- 
archs,  and  Prophets,  and  holy  meri  of  old ;  atid  at  last 
He  came  down  flrom  Heaven,  and  d^elt  aitaong  men^ 
and  went  before  them  in  the  paths  of  life.  Alul  yit 
tiiere  are  those  who  refuse  to  follow  Mis  direction^, 
and  rejecting  the  F^dith^  resolve  still  to  walk  only  by 
their  own  sights  and  will  not  believe  what  bas  been,  at-^ 
tually,  seen  by  othet  lAeii. 

'  II«  I  now  proceed  to  shew,  that  when  faith  and 
sight  stand  in  this  opposition  to  one  another,  it  is  ne* 
cessary  that  we  should  give  the  preference  unto  ^aich. 

What  can  be  more  absurdi  than  for  a  traveller  to 
stop  short  in  the  midst  of  a  joutney^  and  refuse  to  stir 
one  step  more,  unless  he  can  walk  by  sight,  Instead  of 
Faith5  and  see  bis  journey's  end  ?  Afkl  yet  it  is  moi^ 
alS^surd  to  stop  the  progress  of"  our  piety^  and  stand  still 
iii  our  way  to  HeaVen,  unless  we  can  see  the  end  6f 
oar  hopes,  and  have  a  demonstration  of  that  SaivaCioa, 
of  our  souls* 

What  stratig^  perverseness  h  it  iri  man,  to^efdsi  to 
be  infonned  of  those  things  which  he  has  no  other  pos-< 
sfUe  m^ans  to  know?  And  when  that  information 
comes  from  a  credible  authentic  band^  whs^t  madness 
is  it  in  us  to  disbelieve  it,  upon  no  oth^  account,  bdt 
because  it  is  more  than  we  knew  bf  fore  ?  What  is  this 
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.  but  suppressing  our  owjt  reason^  and  hindering  all  ih€ 
'improvements  of  our  $oul,  and  resolving  tp  carry  lu^ 
snore  wisdoaa  out  of  the  worlds  than  we  brought  ia(o 

Sense  and  reason  can^  only  set  a  mai>  to  work^  but 
}t  is  Faith  that  procures  bii>>  hi*  reward.    The  style  of 
jhe  old  law  was,  "  Do  ihis^  and  live."    Then  was 
;Faith  a  coparoc»dable  €xcellcnc€^  b^  noc  a  posUivc 
.express  command.    And,  accar4inglyy  God  governed 
His- ancient  Jewisb  Churcb  by  visibte  signs,  and  His^ 
.immediate  presence  >  apd  led  it  by  sighi^  and  not  by 
Faith.     But  now,  under  the  iraprovemems  of  Chris- 
tianity, instead  of  dead  works,  God  requires*  a  Uvely 
Faith;  and  the  style  of  the  Qospel  runsy  «^  tte  that 
>*  belie^efch  in  Me,  baib  eternal  life.''     And  it  is  but 
fit,  that  since  this  eternal  life,  which  is  promised  us  i%\ 
the  Cospely  is  infinitely  ^bove  ajl  our  deserts^  we  should 
give  credit. to  His  Wordy  whose  gift  it  isy  and  not  fov* 
feit  His- promise,  by  ihe  suspecting  of  His  truth. 
'  ^  The  times  of  ignprance  God  wir>k€d  at.'^  Under 
the  ^ark  dispensation  oF  the  Law^  e?^licit.  Faith  was 
'^not  of  si#cb  absok^te  Becessity  to  Salvation.   But,  since 
©ur  Saviour  has  taken  the  veil  oflF,  explained  the  La\^y 
and  fulftlled  the  prophecies,  and  given  us  a  perfect  Re- 
velation of  thp  Will  of;  God,  what  can  be  i^c^e  un- 
reasonable in\us5  than:  to  (urn  over  those  Divine  truths 
to  be  tried  at  the  bench  of  sense  arKi  reason,  and  feo 
I  stand  or  fall  by  the  verdict  of  mere  flesh  and  blood? 

The  time  was,,  when  it  was  thought  as  impos6ible 

.  that  this  habitable  world  should  be  round,  and  men 

should  live,  directly,  under  our  fecty  as  th*  atheist,  or 

bereticy  pretends  any  article  of  our  Faith  to  be :  and 

the  case  of  Religion  ys  the  very  same  with  respect  to 
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Ac  world  above  us,  as  that  was  then  with  regard  to  the 
world  below  us.  **  Flesh  and  blood  has  not  revealed 
^  these  things  unto  us;  but  our  Father,  which  is  m 
^  Heaven/'  has  sent  His  Son  from  thence^  to  give  us 
an  unquestionable  information. 

Some  may  call  this  credulity,  and  upbraid  the 
easiness  of  our  belief;  but  the  truth  is,  that  which 
makes  most  men  unwilling,  and  averse,  in  point  of 
Revelation,  is  not  because  it  is  contrary  to  their  sense 
and  reason — for  there  are  few  men  of  so  little  sense, 
as  to  reject  it  upon  that  score — ^but,  because  it  contra- 
dicts their  inclinations,  and  teaches  them  (o  deny,  not' 
their  natural  faculties,  but  *^  their  ungodliness,  and* 
•*  worldly  lusts;''  and  introduces  a  new  sort  of  life, 
vith  which  they  dq  not  desire  to  be  acquainted.  They 
have  no  heart  to  spiritual  duties,  no  relish  of  spiritual 
rewards ;  and,'  therefore,  they  cannot  comply  with  a 
Revelation  which  runs  counter  to  flesh  and  blood. 
But  had  the  Revelation  complied  with  them,  had  it 
gratified  their  scpsual  hun[ior,and  spoke  pleasing  things, 
then  they  would  have  been  as  credulous  as  wc. 

It  is,  indeed,  the  greatest  commendation  of  Religion, 
and  the  strongest  argument  of  its  truth,  that  it  does  not 
build  its  reputation  upon  fawning  principles,  upon 
soothing  hopes,  but  deals  fairly,  and  plainly,  with  us : 
crosses  out*  unreasonable  lusts,  and  tells  us  the  danger 
of  following  our  own  devices,  and  studies  to  preserve 
<be  health  of  our  souls,  by  wholesome  medicines,  more 
than  by  delicious  food. 

Such  a  faithful  discipline  as  this  differs  as  much  from 

the  easy,  pleasing  methods  of  false  religion,-  as  a  true 

friendship  does  from  flattery.     And  by  these  different 

W^ihods,  we  may,  easily,  <liscover  which  is  true,  and 
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which  is  fdlse.  It  is  9  great  sign  that  ^^  the  prophet^ 
f'  prophecy  falsely,*'  when  they  ^ak  as  '^  the  people 
<*  love  to  have  it." 

But,  what  Resign  could  any  lawgjver  have,  in  thwart<i 
ing  the  inclination^  of  his  people,  and  tying  them  up 
to  rigjd  rules,  but  only  this,  thgt  he  sees  it  necct^ry 
for  thf^ir  good  ?  What  ^dvanuge  can  ^  prophet  pro- 
pose to  himself^  in  laying  burdens  qpon  meni  and  tni-» 
posing  upop  them  a  roorpse^  sevpre  coininaqd,  \(  it 
were  not  out  of  pure  qecf  ssity,  and  sacred  truth  ? 

Why  then  should  we  debar  inen  from  (he  freedom 
pf  their  will,  apd  the  guidance  of  their  own  under- 
standing, and  persuade  them  to  ^^  walk  by  Faith,'' 
but  that  ^^  walking  by  the  sight  of  their  tyt$^  and  in, 
i^  the  ways  pf  their  heart,**  will  bring  them  to  ^  dre^^dr 
fol  judgment  ? 

Were  it  pot  for  the  prevention  of  that  evil,  whq 
would  no^  choose  to  run  along  viih  the  strpaxni  an4 
enjoy  a  safe,  easy  course  of  life,  rather  than  oppose  4 
whole  current  of  unruly  vices,  and  restless  pas^pns^ 
and  be  run  down  himself  for  hj$  pains  ? 

Thus  we  have  seen,  that  men  ought  tq  prefpr  the 
judgiqent  of  Faith  before  that  of  sight;  and  tba(  it  i^ 
an  argument  of  purp  Religion  to  do  so. 

But  it  is  not  only  judging,  but  walking  by  Faith^ 
V'hich  the  te:Kt  requires ;  and  w^^  that  means,  '\s  the 
last  thing  to  be  spoken  of. 

III.  And,  certainly,  to  !f  walk  by  Faith,  and  not  by 
*^  $ight9'*  is,  in  plain  terms,  to  live  up  to  the  rute^  of 
pur  profession;  and  to  bp  so  firmly  established  in  the 
]faith,  that  no  temptation  of  the  flesh  shall  hp  able  to 
Qvcr-rule  it,  no  allurements  of  sense  shall  take  us  off, 
^on^  the  dutie;  of  ovir  Religion.    Then  \t  i^  that  we 
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vrtik  t)y  Faith,  when  our  Faith  is  ^uch,  as  St.  John 
describes,  that  it  ^^  can  overcome  the  world" 

True  Faith  arms  us  against  the  sins  and  vani- 
ties of  this  life,  and  enables  our  virtue  to  stand  its 
ground  against  all  the  tempting  profits,  and  pleasures 
of  the  world.  He  that  sets  God  before  his  eyes,  and 
has  a  lively  hope  in  His  promises,  will  never  quit  that 
hold,  for  all  the  specious  pretences  which  the  Devil 
can  make  him,  or  all  the  alluring  baits  which  tlie  world 
throws  in  his  way.  He  that  has  a  true  notion  of  the 
Joys  of  Heaven,  will  never  be  persuaded  to  resign 
his  interest  there,  nor  take  all  the  kingdoms  of  the 
wbrld  tor  an  equivalent;  but  will  make  his  way  thither 
through  all  the  difficulties  in  nature,  and  maintain  a 
steady  course,  and  neither  shall  the  narrow  way  dis- 
courage him,  nor  the  broad  way  draw  him  aside.  . 

But  then,  a  Faith  that  can  do  all  this,  must  be  well 
settled,  and  well  practised  too ;  a  Faith  that  is  able  to 
remove  mountains,  but  cannot  be  removed  itself.  Such 
was  the  Faith  by  which  the  A.postles  walked;  so  vic- 
torious, that  nothing  could  withstand  it;  so  active,  that 
nothing  could  stop  its  course. 

But,  alas  !  our  Faith  is  so  far  from  moving  moun- 
tains, that  it  stumbles  at  every  moIe-bilL  Instead  of 
a  courageous,  active  principle,  it  is  now  dwindled  into 
groundless  confidence,  idle  talk;  and  '^  should  the  Son 
*^  of  Man  come  again,  would  He  find  such  a  thing  as 
^*.  Faith  upon  the  earth  ?"  -^i 

It  is  a  common  objection  against  us,  and  it  must  be 
confessed  there  is  too  much  reason  for  it,  that  we  do 
not  live  up  to  the  rules  of  our  Religion.  And  it  would 
be  happy  for  the  world,  if  all  they,  who  object  ihi^ 
against  us,  did  but  do  so  themselves  :  for,  generally, 
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\\^ty  who  tax  others  foi'  want  of  Faith,  only  betray^  ' 
their  own  want  of  Charity^     But  it  is  in  vain  for  us  to 
stand  complaining  of  one  another,  like  Adam  and  Evct 
when  we  are  both,  equally,  in  the  fault. 

Therefore,  instead  of  these  unprofitable  complaints, 
let  us  pon$ider  how  the  thing  may  be  redressed  |  that 
we  may  not  always  be  talking  of  Faith,  and  walking 
by  sight.  And  to  this  end,  when  we  find  ourselves  in-? 
plined  to  vanity,  to  the  pomps  and  pleasures  of  the 
world,  let  our  Faith  advance  our  souls  higher,  and 
direct  our  thoughts  to  Heaven,  and  shew  us  what  an 
eternal  weight  of  glory  we  neglect,  for  the^  trifling 
pleasures  that  are  below  us. 

Were  wis  but  truly  sensible  of  that  heavenly  state, 
did  we  but  know  the  meaning  of  substantial  virtue, 
vsolid  pleasure,  those  endowments  which  are  reserved 
for  us  in  the  other  world,  we  could  never  please  our- 
selves  so  much  with  these  shadows  of  delight,  but 
should  be  ashamed  of  our  childish  entertainments. 

When  we  are  tempted  unto  sin,  let  us  consider  what 
will  be  the  consequence,  what  a  gulph  of  misery  it  may 
plunge  MS  in,  before  \ye  are  aware;  ^nd  if  we  do  not 
repent  in  time,  we  shall  be  sure  to  repent  when  it  i^ 
too  late.  We  all  profess  to  believe  in  God,  but  surely, 
if  we  were  in  earnest,  we  should  take  greater  care  to 
pbey  His  will,  and  not  rush  into  all  manner  of  sin, 
"  as  if  there  was  no  God  in  the  world." 

We  make  daily  profession  of  our  belief  in  the  resur- 
rection of  the  dead,  when  God  will  bring  us  all  untq 
J  udgment ;  but  to  what  purpose  serves  this  our  Faith, 
if  it  h3s  no  influence  upon  our  practice  ?  If  we  neg- 
Icct  the  judgment  of  God,  because  as  the  Psalmist  says, 
^'  it  is  far  above  otit  of  oiir  sight,"  we  had  as  good  be 
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•Hibclicvers  still;  for  then  our  folly  would  not' 
be  so  great,  and  our  danger  would  be  but  the  same« 
But  he  that  professes  one  way,  and  practises  another, 
/does  but  prevaricate  with  God,  and  deceive  himself; 
and  an  unproductive  Faith  is  no  better  than  infidelity ; 
nay,  in  efiect,  it  is  the  same  thing. 

Adam,  for  all  his  faith,  either  did  not  know,  or  at 
least,  did  not  consider,  what  danger  there  was  in  eat-  ^ 
ing  the  forbidden  fruit,  till  he  tasted  it,  and  then  he 
kjiew  it  to  his  sorrow.  The  Judgment  to  come  is  what 
many  men  talk  of,  and  yet  do  not  seem  to  believe,  till 
it  is  coming,  and  then  ihey  "  believe  and  tremble.'* 
How  much  better  is  it  for  us  to  have  a  stedfast  Faith 
in  that  Judgment,  and  to  walk  constantly  by  that  Faith, 
iand  not  stay  till  it  is  brought  home  to  our  sight  ?  for 
then  we  shall  see  it,  and  feel  it  too. 

To  conclude.  True  Faith  is  the  only  thing  that  can 
arm  us  with  courage  against  the  fears  and  apprehen- 
sions of  death.  What  the  terrors  of  it  are,  is  unknown 
to  us;  it  is  a  dark  dismal  passage,  and,  naturally,  we 
know  not  what  it  is,  nor  where  it  ends :  only  Faith 
gives  us  9  prospect  of  a  joyful  eternity  beyond  it,  and 
^o  enables  us  to  walk  steadily  in  that  dark  and  slippery 
way  :  "  For  the  joys  that  are  set  before  lis,  we  can  en- 
>*  dure  the  cross,  and  despise  the  shame,"  and  say, 
triumphantly,  with  St.  Paul,  "  O  death,  where  is  thy 
*'  sting  !  O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory !" 

Had  we  no  other  occasion  for  bur  Faith  but  this,  yet 
^his  alone  deserves  the  labors  of  a  whole  life. 

The  philosophers  themselves  could  say,  that  their 
learning  was  nothing  else  bi)t  the  contemplation  of 
^eath,  the  learning  how  to  die,  and  studying,  all  their 
idays,  how  !to  bring  them  tp  9  happy  end.    How  much 
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more  does  it  bciiove  a  Christian^  vrho  has  a  more  pit'* 
feet  knowlege  what  that  end  shall  be^  to  be  more  studi* 
ous,  and  industrious,  in  this  main  pointy  this  only 
business  of  importance  that  he  hat  to  do  ? 

Let  us  but  improve  ourselves  in  virtue  while  we 
live,  and  take  care  to  walk  by  Faith,  and  then  the  thing 
is  done:  then  that  King  of  Terrc^rs  can  neither  con^ 
quer  nor  surprize  us ;  but  we  shall  go,  cheerfully^  to 
meet  our  death,  in  a  sure  and  certain  hope  of  a  joy* 
ful  resurrection.  To  which  Cod  of  bi$  mercy  bring 
US  all  for  the  sake  of  Jesus  Christ  our  I^ordf    4nun. 


SERMON 
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SERMON     III- 

THl    CONFSRSJON   OF   ST.    PAUL. 


7*HIS  grr^  Apostle  w^s  born  at  Tanus,  the  chief  city  of 
Ciliciai  a  place  remarkable  for  trade,  and  where  learning 
and  the  arts,  likewise,  eminently  flourished.  His  being  born 
liere  did  not  entitle  bin)  to  the  privilege  of  a  Roman  citizen : 
for  it  does  not  appe^  that  Tarsus  was  a  J^oman  colony :  it 
is  most  probable  that  one  of  St^  Paul's  ancestors  had  the  right 
of  the  Roman  city  given  him  in  the  cm\  wars,  either  between 
Cvsar  and  Pompey,  or  Augustus  and  Anthony;  when  the 
yissistants  that  had  donp  the  victor  any  considerable  service, 
were  rewarded  with  this  privilege.  Having  laid  a  founda* 
lion  of  human  literature  at  Tarsus,  he  went  to  Jerusalem,  to 
Study  the  Jewish  Divinity,  under  the  direction  of  Gamaliel* 
ope  of  the  most  celebrated  Rabbies  of  that  age.  He  joined 
himself  to  the  sect  of  the  Pharisees,  a  very  rigid  order  among 
fhe  Jews,  remarkable  for  their  zeal,  and  for  their  tenacious-^ 
Iies9  of  every  punctilio  of  the  Mosaic  ceremonies.  This  oc- 
casiQned  him  to  prosecute  the  Christian^,  whom  he  thought 
to  be  heretical  violators  thereof,  with  a  furious  severity;  and 
to  run  ii^to  the  mad  proceeding  of  those  cruel  Zealots^  wha 
fook  a\^ay  St.  Stephen's  life.  Being  converted  to  Chris* 
lianity,  after  a  very  miraculous  manner^  he  made  amends  for 
.  his  former  errors,  by  the  wonderful  diligence  of  his  labors 
in  preaching  the  Gospel :  for  he  propagated  the  Gospel  of 
Christ  throughout  all  Greece,  and  the  lesser  Asia,  in  Italy, 
Spain  and  lUyricum,  esiablishii^  Cbiistian  Churches  in  the 
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principal  towns  thereof.  Antient  writers  affirm,  that  he  tuf» 
fered  martyrdom  at  Rome  under  Nero«  at  the  same  time  with 
Sc*  Peter,  The  most  probable  reason  assigned  for  bis  condem- 
nation was,  his  infecting  several  Ronun  ladies  with  a  foreign 
Religion,  as  the  Romans  used  to  call  Christianity ;  and 
particularly  some  ladies  with  whom  Nero  had  had,  formerly* 
an  unlawful  faoMliarity,  but  after  their  conversion  to  Chris- 
tianity, refused  his  embraces.  The  Apostle  being  con- 
demned  to  death,  he  being  a  Roman  citizen,  could  not  be 
crucified  by  the  Roman  laws,  as  his  colleague  St.  Peter  was, 
and  was,  therefore,  beheaded  by  a  great  sword,  which  gave 
the  occasion  for  his  being  pictured  with  such  a  sword  in  hit 
hand*  St.  Chrysostoip  says  that  he  was  of  a  bw  stature, 
but  three  cubits  high.  And  Nicephorus  describes  him  to  be 
of  a  littk  body^  and  somewhat  crooked,  of  a  pale  face,  and 
shewing  more  years  than  lie  was  r^aJly  of;  his  head  was  but 
of  moderate  size  ;  he  shewed  a  sparkling  vigpr  in  his  eyes ; 
the  hair  of  his  eyebrows  turned  a  little  downwards  :  he  had 
an  handsome  bending  of  his  nose,  which  was  somewhat 
longer  than  ordinary ;  his  beard  was  thick  and  long,  and  a 
little  sprinkled  wiih  grey  liairs,  as  were  those  of  his  head 
likewise. 


♦  ACTS  xxvi.  29. 

And  Paul  said^  I  would  to  God  that  not  only  tbou^  but 
also  all  that  bear  me  this  day^  were  both  almost^  and 
altogether  such  as  I  am,  except  these  bonds. 

/^NE  of  the  greatest  advantages  which  we  receive 
V^  by  reading  the  Holy  Scriptures  is,  that  we  fiiid 
there,  not  only  precepts  and  commandments  to  in- 
struct  as  in  the  substantial  parts  of  our  Religion,  buf 
examples  also  to  direct  us  in  the  ordinary  occurreticcs 

*  Bishop  Hickman, 
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of  our  life«  For  there  mzj  be  virtue,  or  vice,  in 
those  which  we  account  little  thiags;  and  an  indecorum 
is  a  fault  in  Religion^  as  well  as  in  behavior. 
^  Among  the  other  examples,  with  which  the  Scrip* 
tore  supplies  us,  there  is  not  a  more  useful  one  tb^m 
that  of  St.  Paul  the  Apostle :  a  man  most  eminent  in 
the  Faith,  most  regular  in  his  life,  and  most  accom- 
plished in  his  conversation;  as  we  may  discover  by  the 
whele  history  of  his  Acts. 

i  in  the  text  particularly,  we  have  a  celebrated  in- 
stance of  it;  wherfc  we  fiftd  him  working  upon  king 
Agrippa,  with  all  the  rhetoric  of  the  schools,  and  alt 
.the  address  of  the  court,  in  hopes  to  make  him  a  per*> 
fcct  convert,  after  he  had  declared  himself  to  be  "  aU 
"  most  persuaded  to  be  a  Christian/' 

It  was  a  very  charitable  work^  and  a  very  cotn- 
inendable  method;  aiKl  both  of  them  are  very  worthy 
of  our  observation  :  for,  certainly,  it  is  the  business, 
Hot  c»nly  of  an  Apostle,  but  of  every  private  man,  to 
endeavor  to  promote  the  Faith  of  Christ,  and  as 
much  as  in  him  lies,  to  reform  a  sinful  world 

And  it  is  a  business  to  which  the  world,  at  present, 
seemi  very  much  inclined.  Here  the  harvest  is  not 
only  very  great,  but  the  laborers  also  are  very  many; 
and  it  i^  hard  to  say  which  is  most  rife  in  our  days,  sia 
or  censure,  corruption  or  reproof. 

Nay>  as  the  thing  is^  usually,  mar>aged,  it  is  hard  lo 
say  which  of  these  deserves  the  most  to  be  reproved* 
For  when  this  reforming  spirit  proceeds,  as  now  it, 
generally,  docs,  not  from  Religion,  but  from  humor, 
the  censure  proves  not  only  ineffectual  unto  others,  but 
itself  is  turned  into  sio. 

And 
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Ancl  yet  of  necessity  sin  must  be  rcpro^,  otfcef^ 
ivise  our  silence  will  be  interpreted  as  an  approbatioD^ 
apd  encouragement  of  the  fact ;  and  so  we  involve  <Mr^ 
«elves  in  the  guilt,  and  condemnation  of  the  tftalefactor^ 
So  very  necessary  is  our  duty  in  this  point,  but  wichaA 
60  very  nice,  that  we  may,  easily,  fall  into^in  on  either 
hand,  either  by  slighting,  or  by  censuring,  the  vicioM 
practices  of  mankind. 

And,  therefore,  that  we  may  avoid  the  danger  of  both 
extremes,  I  shall  draw  some  rules  of  direction  from 
this  instance  in  the  text,  how  to  behave  ourselves  in 
this  great  work  of  reformation,  so  as  it  may  prove  effec- 
tual to  the  honor  of  God,  and  the  good  of  His  people, 
Antl  to  this  end  I  shall  shew, 

L  The  necessity  of  the  work  itself,  and  the  gtedt 
occasion  which  there  is  to  reform  the  world. 

II.  The  gentle  manner  in  which  it  must  be  done^ 
according  to  the  method  used  by  the  Aposde  in  the 
text. 

III.  I  shall  prove  that  this  method  is  most  agreeabfe 
to  the  general  current  of  the  word  of  God,  and  thert* 
fore  the  fittest  to  be  observed.    And, 

IV.  That  it  is  most  Suitable  to  the  nature  of  man^ 
and,  therefore^  the  most  likely  to  take  effect. 

L  As  for  the  great  need  there  is  to  reform  the  worlds 
there  are  few  .men  so  isemeless,  but  that  diey  see  it, 
and,  to  their  sorrow,  feel  it  too.  For  of  all  plagues 
that  ever  happened  to  mankind,  the  wor^of  all,  and, 
ihdeed,  the  cause  of  all  the  rest,  is  sin  :  a  plague  iwj^ich 
'we  have  brought  upon  ourselves,  an  infection  wbidi 
by  our  negligence  we  have  sucked  into  our  'soula,  and 
byour  peryerseness  have  worked  into  our  very  natures, 
I  and 
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and  there  given  it  so  fest  a  hold,  that  it  is  past  our 
skill  to  work  it  out. 

It  is  aaevil  wluch  strikes  to  deep,  and  spreads  so 
vide,  that  all  our  art  is  too  little  to  root  it  up,  all  our 
industry  is  never  able  to  keep  it  down :  after  all  our 
endeavors^  it  still  grows  upon  our  hands,  and  whilst 
we  ^  lay  the  axe  to  the  root"  of  one  tree,  we  see  the 
deadly  plant  rise  up  ia  another  place. 

There  is,  hardly,  any  maa  but  is  very  sensible  of  the 
evil  effficts  of  ain,  especially  of  the  sins  of  other  men, 
how  ^vocable  soev«r  he  may  be  to  his  own :  and  there 
is,  hardly,  any  man  that  can  forbear  lo  exclaim  against 
it,  though,  in  doing30,he,\isually,  condemns  himself; 
so  odious  a  tiling  is  sin,  that  every  man  looks  upon  it 
with  some  kind  of  detestation ;  every  man's  mouth  ii 
open  against  the  wickedness  of  the  times :  and  in  this, 
both  the  sinner  and  the  saint  agree. 

But  then  there  is  a  great  diffisrencein  the  methods 
which  they  observe ;  and  by  the  manner  of  the  correc* 
tioo,  we  may,  easily,  discover  the  nature  of  the  man : 
the  one  mproves  the  failings  of  his  brother  with  a  spirit 
cf  moekness)  and  manages  him  with  a  gende  hand,  and 
$o  brings  him  at  last  to  a  virtuous  compliance ;  vbikt 
the  Qihor  treats  him,  not  as  a  brother,  bot  an  enemy ; 
fipbraids  hi^  foUy  whhiuch  a  supercilious  ieal,  and  it- 
^le$  lu3  faults  with  so  imempiprate  a  eoneern,  as  if  he 
had.  an  tntere^  of  his  own  to  serve^  and  Y^i^  rebukes 
proceeded  not  from  piety,  but  design. 

And  now  which  of  these  methods  a  wise  man  ytcnXdk 

choose  to  follow,  is  the  second  thing  to  be  consrdkred. 

II.  Our  own  reason  tells  us,  that  a  soft  answer  is 

SKst  favorably  heard ;  our  own  experitnce  shews  us 

that  Qur  souls  are  sootiest  wr<^ugbt  upon  by  gentle 

means; 
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means  j  and  there  is  a  tenderness  in  the  hearts  of  itfert^ 
which  makes  them  tractable  when  they  are  kindly  \xstAi 
though  they  prove  refractory^  and  averse  to.  all  harsh^ 
rugged  applications* 

But  for  fear  it  should  be  said,  that  this  tenderness  is 
a  failing,  and  this  good-nature  a  fault,  in  man;  we 
shall  find  that  this  gentle  usage  is  recommended  to  us^ 
and  authorized  by  St.  Paul's  conduct  and  behavior  inr 
the  text;  where  we  cannot  but  observe,  and  adtnire  the 
civility  of  his  argument,  the  decency  of  bis  expostula* 
tion ;  and  from  thence  we  may  learn,  that  there  is  a  de- 
gree of  address  commendable  even  in  an  Apostle: 
^^  King  Agrippq,  belie  vest  thou  the  Prophets  ?  I 
•*  know  that  thou  believest." 

St.  Paul,  we  may  observe^  does  not  e^laim  dgaimi 
Agrippa*s  court,  nor  inveigh  against  bis  personal  fail- 
ings, and  notorious  sins,  but  turns  his  stile  to  a  softer 
strain,  improves  that  argument  which  he  foiind  inosC 
.  likely  to  take  effect,  and,  by  the  force  of  good  man^ 
ners,  endeavor.*  to  make  the  way  for  faith* 

He  does  not  threaten,  but  persuade,  Agrippa  Cd 
comply  :  nay,  he,  hardly,  takes  upon  him  so  much  as 
to  persuade  the  king,  but.  only  wishes,  affectionately, 
that  be  were  a  Christian,  ^^  I  would  to  God  that  thou 
*^  wert  not  only  almost,  but  altogether  such  as  I  am  I** 

And  hence  we  all  may  learn,  that  if  we  desire  to  re- 
form  the  nuinners  of  men,  or  to  improve  their  Faith, 
the  true  Christian  Apostolical  way  is,  not  magisterially 
to  insult  over  their  failings,  and  impose  upon  their 
belief;  but  to  win  them  over  by  an  easy  conversation, 
and  "engage  their  affections  first,  before  we  hope  to 
work  upon  their  understandings :  for  though  truth  ia 
powerful  ii\  itself,  yet  there  must  be  something  of 
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goodness  ca  recommend  it;  there  mi«i be  tb^nM  td 
persuade  the  man,  as  well  as  demanitr&ltkm  16  conWnc6 

And  wbat  kind  of  effect  su<^  treatment  a&  this  i$ 
libiy  to  find,  we  may  leafo  A^om  th^  success  of  th^ 
Aposde  in  the  text :  who  though  he  did  not  make  the 
king  a  convert  by  it,  yet  he  did  make  him  bis  friend; 
be  pitied  the  Aposde's  bond«,  and  wished  it  had  been 
in  his  power  to  release  him,  and  was  in  so  fair  a  way 
to  be  persuaded,  that  hafd^St.  Paul  bat  been  at  liberty^ 
no  doubt  but  such  another  conference  would  havd 
made  Agrippa,  ^'  not  only  almost,  but  altogether  a 
**  Christian." 

How  industriously  do-some  men  labor  to  exasperate 
every  difference,  and  wid^n  every  breach,  and  take  a 
pleasure,  or  a  pride,  in  setting  one  another  at  de^ 
fiance!  and  by  this  means  the  Church  of  Christ  is  re- 
duced  to  a  miserable  condition  among  us,  so  afflicted 
^  with  wounds,  and  bruises^  and  putriFying  sores,'* 
that  though  we  had  need  to  apply  all  the  balm  in 
Giiead  for  iis  cure»  yec  we  are,  always,  renewing  the 
pain,  and  fretting  the  wound,  and  still  keeping  it  open 
with  needless  provocations. 

It  is  this  that  brings  Religion  into  disrepute;  and 
where  there  is  such  implacable  enmity  maintained 
among  men,  there  can  be  no  credit  given  to  their  pro- 
fession. If,  therefore,  we  would  restore  the  true 
Christian  Faith  and  practice  once  again,  and  establish 
virtue  in  the  world,  we  must  take  pattern  by  the  text, 
and  shew  a  charitable  mind,  a  friendly  concern,  for 
the  persons  of  those  men  wlwm  we  endeavor  to  re- 
claim.   ^^  I  would  to  God  that  all  that  hear  me  this 

Vol.  III.  O  **  day, 
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ff  dayi  ^tn  both  almost,  ^nd  altogether  such  as  I  zm% 
^^  except  these  bonds  !" 

IIL  I  am  now  to  prove,  that  this  gentle  method  is 
most  agreeable  to  the  general  cttrirent  of  the  word  of 
Cod,  and  more  particularly  suitable  to  the  nature  of  the 
Gospelt 

Indeed,  Religion  seems,  principally,  designed  by 
God  to  civilize  the  world,  and  make  us  kind  and 
courteous  to  one  another ;  and  therefore,  of  all  His 
illustrious  attributes,  He  basHchosen  His  mercy  to  be 
the  foundation  of  all  our  religious  duties.  ^'  There 
^  is  mercy  with  thee,*'  says  the  Psalmist,  <^  and 
^'  therefore,  shalt  thou  be  feared/* 

And  aecordingly»  the  Son  of  God  is  represented 
to  us  under  the  emblem  of  a  Lamb,  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  the  figure  of  a  dove,  without  vior 
lence,  without  gall,  and  whosoever  has  any  true 
sense  of  the  Divinity,  must  needs  apprehend  it  under 
these  amiable  cbaracter3 ;  and  since  the  great  work  of 
Keligion  is  to  make  us,  in  some  measure,  like  to  God, 
purely  he  that  is  most  charitable,  and  meek,  is  also  most 
Religious, 

When  God  delivered  his  Law  to  the  children  of 
Israel,  and  first  established  his  Church  upon  earth,  He 
did  it  by  the  hands  of  ^^  Moses,  the  meekest  man 
<^  alive,"  as  knowing  that,  this  is  the  temper  which  must 
recommend  Religion,  this  is  the  spirit  which  must 
keep  the  world  in  awe;  and  whosoever  sits  in  Moses' 
chair  with  any  other  spirit  upon  him,  dishonors  the 
function,  and  usurps  the  place.  And  yet  there  are 
those,  who  think  that  Religion  must,  always,  be  atr 
tended  with  violent  commotions,  and  that  a   zeal 
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IBr  Gdd^bw  no  way  to  shew  itself,  but  in  a  boisterous 
noises  .  :         .  . 

Bttt  how  does  this  ag^ec  with  the  description  which 
llie  Prophet '^ve  of  our  Blessed  Saviour  ?  *«^Beholrf 
'*  iny  seh'iant  whom  I  uphold,  mine  elect  in  whom 
**  my  soul  dcHghteth,  He  shall  not  cry,  nor  lift  up,' 
**  nor  cause  Mis  voice  to  be  heard  in  the  streets,  and 
**  a  bruised  reed  shall  He  not  break."  If  this  is  the 
character-oF  Him  in  whort  the  Lord  delightethi  sure 
the  cfanrrorous,'  tumultuous,  zealots  are  the  men  whom 
His  soul  abhors, 

Howdotliey  answer  th*  pattern  which  our  Savnour 
set  us  in  His  life  ?  Moses,  in  his  time,  was  the  meekest 
man  alive!  but  Christ  was  as  much  meeker  than  be, 
as  the  Gospel  is  a  more  excellent  and  perfect  dispen- 
sation than  the  Law.  How  charitable  was  His  soul, 
bow  kind  and  affable  was  His  conversation;  and  yet 
the  world  was  then  come  to  the  very  height  of  wick- 
edness; then  the  '*  iniquity  of  men  was  full."  But 
when  did  He  ever  renounce  the  society  of  men,  by 
reason  of  those  sins  and  frailties,  wherewith  they  were, 
justly,  chargeable  ?  Though  we  always  find  Him  con- 
versing, freely,  and  friendly,  with  publicans  and  sin- 
ners,  yet  the  Pharisees,  those  great  reformers  of  the 
age,  moved  his  Soul  to  anger,  and  shewed  that  the  Son 
of  God  could  pardon  all  sins,  sooner  than  a  mistaken 
a:eal,  and  an  extraordinary  pretence  to  godliness. 

And  now,  can  any  Christian  pretend  to  be  nicer  in 
distinguishing  between  good  and  evil,  than  our  Saviour 
was  ?  If  our  eyes  are  so  very  pure,  *'  that  we  cannot 
**  behold  iniquity,"  let  us  but  turn  the  prospect,  and 
look  into  our  own  hearts,  and  there  the  very  best  of 
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Uf  ^.may;  find  jni^uitj/;  enjo^gh  jto  *ma^,  ^s  xppf^,?iigrjr 
with  ourselves,  and  more  patient  towards  other  m^p*  r 
^:  WJ[)^t,  was  the  hebaviox  of  the  Apostle  ;  i^  the 
^?ct  ?  .  His  liberty  and  hi&  livelihood  wexelost,  bis  re, 
putaitipn  questioned,^  and  his  life  in  darijgjer^  bui  yet 
he  kept  bis  temper  still,  and  when  he  came  to  ^pcak 
jor  himself,  be  shewed  no  angry  resentment  againsi 
bis  accusers,  made  no  indecent  reflections  upon  his 
judge^  but  included  them  9II  in .  this  aflbctionate  ^yisb, 
\his  charitable  prayer,  "  I  would  to  God  that  no| 
**  only  thou,  but  also  all  that  hear  me  tbU  day,  were 
^^  both  almost,  and  altogether  sucb.as  lam^  except 
^*  thps^c  bQp45 !'.' 

Apd  now,  having  proved,  thjat  thi^  modesty  of  be* 
havior^  this  civility  of  Religion,  is  most  agreeable  to 
the  will  of  God,  and,  therefoie,  fittest  to  be  observed; 
I  proceed  in  the  last  place,  to  shew  that  it  is  also  most 
suitable  to  the  nature  of  naan,  and  most  likely  to  bavq 
a  good  effect. 

IV.  And  here  we  cannot  but  admire  the  const! tutloo 
of  the  Gospel,  above  all  other  moral  disciplines  that 
ever  appeared  in  the  world  before.  There  were  seve- 
ral zealous  men,  and  great  ones  too,  who,  formerly, 
undertook  to  reform  mankind:  and  several  were  the 
methods  by  which  they  undertook  to  do  it. 

After  their  fruitless  attempts,  our  Saviour  came^ 
"  and  shewed  us  a  more  excellent  way."  He  place4 
Religion  upon  another  bottom ;  grounded  his  Gospel 
upon  Charity ;  and  taught  us  to  bring  converts  to  His 
Church,  by  the  force  of  love,  and  the  charms  of  a 
virtuous,  friendly  conversation.  And  this  method 
proved  so  very  suitable  to  the  minds  of  men,  that  it, 
X  presently, 
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^aifcsedtly,  ftnipdr tL-gciod.  effect ^Miid ^rdttlght^^ i^  H 
needs fittttty  a  miglljr reformadom  <  =*    .  : ..      : 

Whenever,  therefore^  we  mtdertafcc  to  oorroct^^Wf 
bcetbren  Ibr  their  fauks^  if.wr.  endeavor  to  jinfi^n4 
tbem  ^o,  it  is  a  very  good  desigin  i  but  tbcn  ic  miMt 
be,  discreetly,  mana^e-^.  We  snuit  take  carb  not^td 
give  any  ufiueccasary  distaste,  or  any  suspiciott  olT 
ttther  |irivate  interest,  or  secret  pride*  Fttr  who  cat 
bear  oiur  jeproofs,  if  we  speak  to  others,  only  out  of 
kindness  to  ourselves,  and  blacken  them,  to  set  a  foil 
«paa  our  own  conceited  virtues  ? 

When  the  "  doctrine  drops  like  the  rain,'*  as  Mos^ 
fays,  "and  distils  upon  us,,  ai  the  gende  dew,-  how 
-mtiurally  does  it  soften  our  hearts,  and  bring  forth 
l^d  fruits  of  increase  I  But  if  it  falls  down  in  violent 
^tonns,  and  basty  showers^  it  does  but  overwhelm  the 
field,  and  spoil  a  hopeful  harvest. 

"  One  word  in  season"  may  have  a  good  effect. 
Silt  to  multiply  words,  and  that  unseasonably  too,  is 
losing  our  labor,  and  betraying  our  design*    • 

^  Adnaonish  thy  friond''  in*  private,  says  the  wise 
laan^  ^  perhaps  he  has  not  done  it.'*  But  if  we, 
radily,  launch  out  into  open  exclamations,  insulting 
over  their  follies,  and  upbraiding  their  faults,  we  do 
but  proclaim  the  weakness  of  our  own  passions, 
itfhile  we  are  inveighing  against  theirs  a  and  shew  that 
our  design  is  not  to  reform  them,  but  only  to  gratify 
ourselves. 

To  condode.  What  I  have  said  is  a  doctrine  of 
•ttmveoal  usei,  especially  in  such  a  sinful,  but  withdl 
^sttch  a  ceDsorioilis,  kgc  as  this :  ^^Y^  every  one 
^at  hears  n&  this  doy:,  he  -able  to  make  a  partica* 
lar  application  of  it  to  himself!    And  ihe  applied* 
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^ioaoFdUy^dcedthessuh  of  all  is  this;  thatsfnce  tba 
world  is  so  generally  corrupted)  and  crery  xnan's  pri* 
yaie.'^ina  add  sotbethiog  to  the  great  mass  of  corrup- 
f^n$  therefore  tstry  prirate  man  k  bound,  as  much  as 
in  himJit^,  to  contribute  something  to  a  general  cure: 
and  tbat  not  only,  by  restraining  his  own  vices^  butabo 
by  projxuHing  virtue  in  other  men,  and  instilling  good 
principles  iwo  his  brethren ;  and  correctitig  those  that 
yant  instruction,  by  instructing  those  that^tand  in  need 
to  be  corrected. 

But  then,  this  work  being  very  nice,  we  must  be 
»ure  to  do  it  with  great  accuracy  of  judgment,  and  a 
very  tender  hand :  that  we  may  not  harden  them  by 
viqlent  unseasonable  reproofs,  and  imprudent  unne- 
cessary provocations,  but  reclaim  them  by  a  friendly 
conversation,  and  an  affectionate  concern ;  forasmuch 
as  there  are  many  men,  who  v;ill,  easily,  be  led  into 
virtue,  but  will  be,  very  hslrdly,  driven. 

But  above  all,  we  must  be  ^ure  to  give  them  a  good 
example,  and  shew  an  instance  in  ourselves,  of  those 
virtues  which  we  recommend  to  others.  For  this  is 
the  most  natural,  most  powerful  argument,  that  can 
be  used,  and  seldo.tn  fails  of  success.  Then  we  may 
*'  teach  and  exhort,"  with  good  effect,  when  wc 
can  say,  like  St.  Paul,  and  that  without  vanity,  ^<  I 
>^  would  to  God  that  all  that  hear  me  were  such  as  I 
*'  am  !" 

Nay,  then  we  may  *•  rebuke  also  with  good  au* 

'  ^^  thority/'  and  our  rebukes  will  be  taikea  in  good  part. 

«^  Let  the  righteous  smite  me,  and  it  shall  i^e  a  kind- 

*'  ness,"  says  the  Psjilmisi;^  let  him  reprove  mc^ 

-    ^^  and  it  shall  be  an  excellent  oil  that  lAsAX  not  break 

•*  my  head." 
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Instead  of  contesting  and  reviling^  defending  and 
proving  against  one  another,  could  men  but  once  be 
brought  to  comply  with  this  peaceable  method^  and 
follow  this  amiable  example  of  the  Apostle  in  the  text^ 
we  should,  quickly,  find  more  piety  in  the  Churchy  and 
more  quietness  in  the  state,  more  honor  to  the  Name  of 
God)  and  more  safety  to  the  souls  of  mem 

Wbicb  Ged  of  his  great  Mercy  grant 4 
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S  E  R  M  O  N     IV. 

9 

THE  POklFICATION  OF  THE  VIRGIN  MART. 


THIS  Festival  is  kept  in  memory  of  the  PrescnUtion  of  ChriiC 
in  the  Temple.  For  it'  was  a  pretept  that  ••  every  male 
•*  that  openeth  the  womb"— every  firsi-born  sob — **  should 
'•  be  holy  unto  the  Lord."— (Exod,  xiii.  2— 15.>  The 
first-born  of  the  cattle  were  to  be  reserved  for  sacrifices  for 
God  :  and  the  first-born  childfen  were  to  attend  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  temple  or  tabernacle,  or  were  to  be  redeemed  by 
an  offering  of  money,  or  sacrifice.  (Numb,  xviii.  16.)  And 
besides^  the  n^other  was  obliged  to  separate  herself  forty  days 
from  the  congregation,  after  the  birth  of  a  mule,  and  eighty 
after  the  birth  of  a  female  ^  and  then  was  to  present  a  lamb« 
if  in  good  circumstances,  or  a  couple  of  pigeons,  if  she  wa* 
.  poor.  (Levit.  xii.)  This  was  exactly  performed  after  the 
birth  of  our  Saviour,  who  came  to  **  fulfil  all  righteous- 
••  ness  j"  and  was  willing  in  all  particulars  of  His  life,  that 
a  just  obedience  should  be  paid  to  the  public  ordinances  of 
His  rehgion  and  country. 

'The  Greeks  called  this  Feast  by  the  name  of  Hypante^  or  the 
Meetings  because  Simeon  and  Anna  met  our  Lord  in  the 
temple  this  day.  This  festival  was  celebrated  in  the  Ghurcli 
in  the  days  of  St.  Chrysostom,  anno  S98. 
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^Tfi^w  Hre  days  bfber  pi&ijiifhiM^'accoriiing  to  tht  loKv  of 

Moses,  were^ct$fnptiihedl^hey  irou^  Him  to  jfent^ 

salem  to  present  Shn  to  ibe"  Lord  i 
As  it  is  ixnritten  in  the  Law  tfthe  Lord,  every  mate  ibis 

cpenetb  the  ioomi  sbdH  ^e' called  boly  to  the  Lord: 
And  to  tfffer  a  sucrffice,  according  tb  that  which  is  said  in  . 

the  LaWy  a  pair  of  turtle-doves,  or  two  young  pigeons. 

"VlTHAT  is  called  by  our  Church  tht  Purificariofi 
^  '  of  St,  Mary  the  Virgin,  comprizes  certain  cere- 
tnonfes  prescribed  in  the  Law  of  Moses.  That  Law 
tf  reeled  thai  every  woman,  after  child-birth,  should, 
^s  soon  as  the  days  of  her  purifying  were  fulfilled, 
^*  bfing  a  latnb  of  the  first  year,  or  if  she  were  not  abl6 
*•*  to  bring  a  lamb,  (hen  she  should  bring  two  turtles^ 
••  or  two  ybung  pigeotis,  unto  the  door  of  th«  tabcr- 
*•  1iac!e  of  the  congi'egation,  unto  the  priest,  who  was 
^  to  oter  them  before  ttie  Lord,  the  one  for  a  bur^t- 
^  offering,  and  the  ^tber  for  a  sin-ofFering,  and  make 
*•«  an  atonetncnt  for  her.^'  Another  cefemotiy  to  be 
tobserted,  was  confined  to  ftiate- children,  and  among 
Vheta  to  the  first-born,  whom  the  parents  were  under  an 
oblfgation  of  presenting  to  the  Lord;  they  afterwards 
Iparchased,  or  redeetned,  their  child  by  a  sum  of  mo- 
tley, thereby  aoknowleging  that  all  the  firSt-born  werfe 
the  peculiar  property  of  God.  ^  Sanctify  unto  tne,^ 
iRkid  the  Lbrd  unto  Moses,  *' all  the  first-born,  whatso- 
*•  ever  opencth  the  womb  among  the  children  of  Isr^efj 

♦  Bosw«t, 
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«<  both  of  man  and  beast  j  tt  is  UiUt.  Thou  sbalt 
^  sacrifice  to  the  Lord  both  the  first-»born  of  man  and 
«<  the  first-born  of  beasts,  being  males;  but  all  the 
^^  first-born  of  thy  children  thou  ipayst  redeem.^'  In 
these  sevieral  ceremonies  consists,  in  my  judgment^  the 
vhole  meaning  of  the  fi^st  we  this  day  celebrate^  The 
.exposition  of  so  remarkable  a  custom,  accompanied 
with  some  brief  reflections^  may,  by  divine  assistance^ 
produce  edification  to  your  hearts,  as  well  as  informa- 
tion to  your  understandings. 

Let  us,  briefly,  consider  some  of  the  circumstancei 
previous  to  the  presentation  of  Christ  Jesus  in  the 
temple. 

We  are  first  to  observe,  that  the  angel  announced 
to  His  mother,  that,  ^^  having  found  favor  with  God^ 
'^  she  should  conceive  and  bring  forth  a  son,  wbQ 
^^  should  be  great,  and  should  be  called  the  Son  cf 
**  the  Highest;'*,  and  who  should  be  born  contrary  to 
the  ordinary  law  of  the  children  of  Adam :  no  sooner 
was  the  Blessed  Jesus  born,  than  the  fliepherds,  who 
heard  ^^  the  heavenly  host  praising  God,  went  to  Betb- 
^^  lehem  to  see  the  thing  which  was  come  to  pasa^ 
<^  which  the  Lord  had  made  known  imto  thenu  And 
'^  when  they  had  seen  it,  and  bad  made  known  abroad 
^'  what  was  told  them  ;  when  all  wondered,  Mary  kept 
^*  all  these  things,  and  pondered  them  in  her  heart." 
Notwithstanding  her  exemption  from  the  general  lot 
of  women,  she  submitted  to  the  law  of  purification,  and 
offered  a  sacrifice  for  a  sin-ofiering.  She  heard,  she 
observed,  she  meditated  i  ^  she  pondered  in  her  heart 
**  the  great  things  which  He  who  is  mighty,  had  done 
^*  to  her,"  but  she  neither  declared  them  by  her  words» 
nor  intimated  them  by  her  suggestions*    Who  would 
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ftotliaite  been  inimported  vidi  joy  to  have  heard  tb^ 

|ood  okl  Simeon  exprets  his  thoaghts,  and  declare  hi^ 

^imoDy  of  diac  holy  Cbild>  who^  as  on  this  day,  con* 

sdtotesd  all  his  delight>  became  his  sole  hope,  engrossed 

Ms  entile  convtrsatsoo !    His  modier  was  content  to 

idmire  in  secret  the  extraordinary  things  which  were 

said  of  her  Son,  dictated,  first,  by  divine  inspiration, 

and  then  proclain^  with  evangelical  rapture.     ^  She 

*^  marvelled  M>  those  things  which  were  spoken  of 

^  llim."     Not  that  she  expressed  surprize,  as  if  she 

were  ignorant  what  He  would  be,  she  to  whom  the 

angel  bad,  explicitly,  related,  that  He  should  be  called 

(be  Son  of  the  Most  High,  and  that  He  should  sit  upon 

4be  throne  of  his  father  David  for  ever. 

I  proceed  to  shew,  further,  riiar  the  ceremony  en* 
joined,  consisted  in  a  kind  of  sacrifice,  or  offering. 
Now  God  had  ordained  two  sorts  of  oflferings  on  the 
^casion  of  purification,  either  of  which  migU  be  made^ 
agreeably  to  the  injunctions  of  the  Law,  and  would  be, 
acoepitably,  received.   ^  When  the  days  of  her  purify-* 
**  log  are  fulfilled,  she  shall  bring  a  lamb  of  the  first 
^^>  year.    But  if  she  shall  not  be  able  to  bring  a  lamb» 
**  then  let  her  bring  twp  turtles,  or  two  young  pigeons^** 
^Turtles  or  pigeons^  in  lien  of  a  lamb,  were,  usually^ 
^  oiering  of  the  poor,  for  whose  accommodation  the 
Law  seems  to  have  given  the  choice.     Such  was  the 
offering  made  for  the  King  of  Heaven !    **  A  pair  of 
**  turtle*doves,  or  two  young  pigeons*'  I   Whether  of 
ahe  two,  the  Evangelist  does  not  relate.    His  design 
does  nut  seem  to  be  to  declare,  precisely,  what  ofl^^ 
ingin  particular  was  brought,  since  be  mentions  this 
alieraauve,  *^  a  pair  of  turtle-doves,  or  two  youi^ 
^  pigeons.*^    Neither  does  i^  appear  to  be  his  iiKeiH 
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ciflcced  in  th^  cereaftooy,  in  coo^piiiivi^  wj^  to%A^ 
nao^es  pf  the  Law^  sjotie-hp  doci  t;ipt;ieye<t  meo&QQ  iim 
}amb»  Wbjit  tbed  can  be  hb  view  P  :  !l3  it  O0t.  (p  te«ck 
U(,  itet  k  would  i3tave  been  unsenonaUe  to  have 
offered  a  kaob  u  that  very  juncttire  wben  the  true 
JLaaib  of  God  was  brought  ioto.tbe  templei  who  waa 
to  take  away  the  sins  of  the  world  ?  And  does  it  not 
farther  teach  u£,  that  it  is  not  neoe^sary  we  should 
kfK)w  what  was  the  sacrifice  gffei^d  for  our  Lord,  pro^ 
vided  we  knew  ic$  valaej  which  i$  to  present  us  accepts 
Eble  unto  God  ? 

What  was  the  conditioa  of  Him  who  came  ta  re- 
deem the  world  ?  Never  .was  any  pae  more  wfetcbed 
Josqph — His.  father  a<;cordiRgto  the  Sesh — gained  his 
livelihood  by  the  labor  of  bis  hand^,  Aod  by  the  exei>» 
cise  of  a  nec^qic  ^rt ;  He  bimsdlf  had  not  even  a 
jplace  wbene  He  could  lay  His  bead,  tiistorians^  fro- 
i^uentlys  remar^k  thpt,  at  the  birth  of  di^Ungpisfbed  pe»- 
Mnages,  certain  drcumsiancea  haye  been  obsonred, 
which  were  esieqmed  as  presages  of  what  they  would 
be  during  their  life.  In  the  festivdk  which  'our  Church 
celebrates,  what  evidences  have  we  not  bad  of  •lhe>eJ(^- 
tipeme  poverty  in  which  the  Son  of  God  ptsKd  Hi$ 
day&  {  Who  is  the  child  90  nH8erahIe»  *who$e  parests 
have  not  so^e  niean  habitaiton  at  leaac,  whece  the^r 
can  [protect  him  from  the  seventy  of  the  weaker  At  titfs 
very  monocnt  that  he  comes  intp  the  wprld P     ..} 

Jesus,  ^*  despised  and  rejected  of  wsn,?*  is  born  ill 
ajtable. 

Thus  was  He  borni  thus  did'He  live,  aisd  thus  xiid 
Ht  die.  Was .  He  not  inief r^d  even  in  a  borrowtxi 
4^^bre  ?,  and;  the.  cl(Hh^^  io^ivhich  His  sxcred  f^on 
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^M^  IKK  ,t^  be  ^nliki^  Hiofiaelf,  in  liiis  pi^efenution  m 
the  iepaple^  i^bich  was^  <fs-k  w^re^  a  repr^sentaUQti  of 
liis  4eiM^tbe  sacrifice  of  >he  pkmh  was^  His  (^mr^ 
^  ar  paiT  of  turik-4»v€$,  ot  two.  ypting.  pigeons."  ,Q 
King  of  Glory,  who  being  ,<•  ricii,  yei  for  our  ^ket 
*^  becaqie^t  pooF|  ihaiwe  Uwrou^thyppvieny  might 
*^  bericb,"iB4Iure  oajs  bearuwicb^geneKiuscoftt^mpt 
i>f  qli  tbo(e  tbiog^  which  the  wprld  esteeim J9p«t,v^u<r 
9kbley  9nd  g^raottbit  w^  may  |i^4^0  h^a^epith^t  ineiyfr 
IwMible  trQasur^,  wbiciit  'thrqugb  thy  unsp^^MbW 
paercy,  tboa  bast  porcb^^d-  for  w  *ac  tber  exf^no^  oi 

.  TwaTca^Dus  are  assigned  ia  the:  Bpol^  of  EfcocJtH 
ifhy  tba  Almighty  ofdain^that  the  fir$trborn  should 
be  o£^ed  unto  Him.  i  L  GomBne  qiyself  to  tba^  v^hicb 
is  the  mo&t  corre^pon^^njLtj^  tbe  solemnity  of  thia  day  i 
and  to  the  illustration  of  ritd  now  solicit  your  attan^ 
tton.  Godi  to  shew  His  moral  offspring,  that  He  t% 
Lord  of  all,  was  ficautomed  to  rec^ire  of  them  their 
first-born,  as  a  sort  of  tribute  or  acknowlegemefH* 
Thus  thefirst  of  the  ripe  (ruitsf  were  offered  to  Him  a3 
an  evideiw:e  that  we  derive  them,  solely,  from  His  mu^ 
nificcnce.  Whence,  after  these  words,  in  which  Ha 
commands  that  all  the  Brst^born  should  be  consecrated 
toHim^  **  Sanctify  unto  me  all  the  first-born,  whatso* 
**  ever  opcnett  the  womb  of  the  children  of  Israel, 
^^  both  of  man.  and  beast;"  He,  immediately,  adds  tha 
reason--*"  it  is  itiNfi."-  And  He  required  this, tribute 
of  men^  more  particularly,  that  the  head  of  alt  thp  fami^ 
lies  of  Israel  might  be,  peculiarly,  distinguished^  and 
tbat^  in  the  person  of  the  eldest  son,  who  represents  the 
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ptttar  of  the  house,  aH  Uieotlier  drihh^n  shootd  be  dc» 
voted  to  his  service*  losboracb  that,  by  this  offe^ng^' 
the  first-born  should  be  separated  from  things  comiBonr 
and  profane,  and  be  esteemed  as  persons  holy  and  eon« 
secrated.  On  which  account  the  Law  is  expressed  in 
these  words — "  Thou  shaU  separate  unto  the  Lord  alt 
•«  that  openeth  the  womb.'' 

-  'The  Lord  Jesus  is  then  to  be  considered  as  illus- 
trating the  Jewish  ceremonfes,  which  were,  it  shotild 
seem,  prescribed  for  the  purpose  of  bring  typical  of 
the  several  parts  of  His  holy  life.  For  wba  can  be  sd 
truly  dedicateds  or  as  the  Lav  expresses  it^  ^  sti  apart 
^  unto  the  Lord,**  as  the  Son  of  God,  who,  at  his  An<^ 
nunciation,  was  declared  to  be  great,  and  should  be 
called  the  Son  of  the  highest?  And  being  ^  the 
•^  image  of  the  invisible  God,  and  the  first-born  of 
^*  every  creature,**  as  the  Apostle  stiles  Him,  and  mdre* 
over  the  first*fruhs  of  the  human  race.  He  was,  as  ot| 
this  day,  presented  unto  God  as  a  solemn  declaration^ 
that  in  Him  alone  we  are  regenerated  and  sanctified^ 
and  that  by  Him  alone  we  belong  to  the  family  of  the 
everlasting  Father,  and  have  aec^s  to  the  altar  of  His 
mercy.  "  For  their  sakes,**  H«  says  in  his  prayer  to 
bis  Father,  '*  I  sanctify  myself  j"  that  the  prophecy 
might  be  fulfilled  which  was  made  untQ  our  fathers, 
that  <^  in  Him  should  alt  the  nations  of  the  earth  be 
*'  blessed,"  that  is  to  say,  sanctified  and  consecrated  to 
the  Divine  Majesty.  Such  are  the  prerogatives  at- 
tached  to  His  birth  as  the  eldest  child;  such  are  the 
obligations  we  are  under  to  this  first-born  Son,  to  the 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  who  offered  Himself  a  sacrifice 
ibr  us. 
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'^  in  bornt-offerisgfi  and  sacrifices  for  sin^"  says  tho 
Aposde,  '^  thoa  but  'had  no  pfeature ;  then  s^ui  I, 
^Mo !  I  cone  to  do  thy  will^  O  God  :*'  I  will  subiti-^ 
tute  myself  as  an  offecing;  I  am  come  to  do  thy  will^ 
to  accomplish  thn  work  of  the  Salvation  of  a  world  of 
liimers.  Thasc  words  of  the  Apostle,  '<  wherefore  He 
^^  saitb,  when  He  oometb  into  the  world,*'  seem  to  bo 
applicable  to  the  ceremoiiyi  which  we  are  this  day  com-* 
memoratiog.  Now  the  Blessed  Jesus  had  been  on 
earth  only  six  weeks^  when  He  was  offered  to  God  in 
the  temj^e^  so  that  they  may  be^  properly,  said  of  His 
coming  into  the  world.  And,  according  to  this  doc* 
trine,  our  Lord  Jesus  presents  Himself  to  our  mind,  at 
the  time  that  H^  is  ofiered  to  the  everlasting  Father, 
as  superseding  all  former  offerings,  in  order  that,  ^*  by 
*^  one  offering,  He  may  perfect  for  ever  them  that  are 
«'  sanctified." 

May  we,  my  brethren,  be  so  impressed  with  the  awful 
thought  of  being  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  that  we 
may  fervently  pray,  and  earnestly  endeavor,  to  **  be- 
^^  come  one  with  Christ,  in  order  that  He  may  be  one 
/'  with  us  !"  May  prosperity  be  heightened,  and  sor- 
row assuaged,  by  the  assurance  that  we  have  an  interest 
in  Him,  and  that  <^  our  eyes  have  seen  his  Salvation, 
"  a  light  to  enlighten  the  Gentiles,  and  to  be  the  glory 
^*  of  his  people  Israel !"  This  Blessed  Redeemer,  so 
long  promised,  has  gratified  universal  expectation :  He 
has  fulfilled  the  prophecies.  He  has  overthrown  the 
heathen  idols,  He  has  delivered  the  captives  to  sin,  He 
has  reconciled  sinners  to  God  by  His  blood.  But  this  is 
by  no  means  sufiicient;  in  this  Redeemer  we  have  no 
IQtcrcst,  if  He  doth  not  reign  in  our  hearts ;  He  is  not 
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6ur  gukle  nor  our  light,  if  ire  xiq  aot  Kralk  in  the  paths 
which  He  has  shown  ti|.  No  t '^^  wcs  have  neither  seen 
«*  Hl»  face/ nor  hciird  His  voice,  nor  is  HGs  word 
«^  abiding  in  us,"^  unless  ^e.l^ttep  His  commaQ^menis^ 
Hear  his  beloved  disciple  i  he  that  saith'  beknoweth 
^  Him,  and  keepeth  not  His  commanddurnis,  isa  liar# 
^  and  the  truth  is  not  lahiro,"  After  this,  Chustiansi 
who  among  us  can  boast  of  kMvWtitg  fclftti  ?  Wh^t 
have  we  sacrificed  |p  his  Gospd?  'What  viocs  have 
we  corrected?  What  passions. hti^  we  subdued? 
What  u«e  have  we  m^cje  o{  the  gobds-and  wis  of  life  1 
Are  we  not,  al&s !  obstinato  and  incorrigible,  rcjproved 
but  not  corrected,  subdued  but  not  humbled,  severely 
chastised,  but  not  radically  reclaimed?  Should  such 
be  our  character,  and  we  should  dare  to  flatter  our- 
selves that  we  have  known  Jesos  Christ,  that  we  hav6 
seen  the  Saviour  whom  God  had  promised,  the  Holy 
Spirit  will  proclaim  us  co  be  liars,  and  will  assure  us  by 
the  mouth  of  St.  John,  that  •^  the  truth  is  not  in  us/' 

Let  us  then.  Christians,  lei  us  fear  to  die,  if  we  have 
not  seen  Christ — if,  in  other  words,  we  have  not  re- 
ceived the  truths,  fulfilled  the  precepts,  observed  the 
ordinances,  of  his  Gospel.  Woe  unto  those  who  shall 
die  before  Christ  hath  reigned  over  them  !  How  dread- 
ful will  death  be  to  them  !  how  terrible  will  be  its  ap- 
proach !  how  insupportable  will  be  the  consequences  ! 
in  that  day  all  their' pleasures  will  be  annihilated;  iri 
that  day  all  their  projects  will  be  blasted ;  in  that  day 
all  their  high  thoughts  will  perish ;  in  that  day  their 
punishment  will  begin ;  in  that  day  the  eternal  fires 
will  be  lighted  ! 

A  good  man  will  not  be  surprized  at  the  approaches\ 
of  death  :  his  soul  is  on  the  wing  to  heaven :  it  is,  as 
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h  were,  detached  from  his  mortal  body :  devout  prayer 
and  holy  communions  have  raised  it  from  earth  to 
heaven;  and  when  be  shall  see  death  approach,  he 
will  resign  his  spirit  to  God  who  gave  it,  and  deliver 
his  body  to  the  grave,  waiting  the  time  when  the  soul 
and  body  shall  h6  reunited,  to  be  separated  no  more. 
O  death  !  he  will  say,  I  do  not  esteem  thee  cruel  and 
inexorable;  thou  wilt  deliver  me  from  this  mortal 
frame,  but  thou  canst  not  deprive  me  of  the  good  on 
which  my  heart  is.  fixed.  "  Lord,  now  lettest  thou 
*^  thy  servant  depart  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes  have  seen 
*^  thy  salvation  I'*  God  grant  that  we  may  all  die  the 
death  of  the  righteous,  that  we  may  find  that  rest  which 
the  pleasures  of  life  cannot  give ;  and  to  the  end  that, 
closing  our  eyes  to  .whatever  is  passing  here,  we  may 
open  them  to  that  which  abides  for  ever,  and  be  thought 
ivorthy  to  posses  it,  eternally,  in  Heaven ! 


The  Feast  of  the  Purification  of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary — ^belng 
tlie  second  day  of  February,  instituted  in  memory  and  honor  of  the 
purification  of  the  Virgin  in  the  temple  of  Jerusalem,  add  the  pre. 
scntation  of  our  Blessed  Lord— is  called  Ctrndlematy  qt  a  Mass  of 
€jaiuttesi  bccausci  before  Mass  was  said  that  day,  the  Romish  Church 
consecrated,  and  set  apart  for  sacred  use.  Candles  for  the  whole 
year;  and  itiade  a  procession  with  hallowed  Candles^  in  remem. 
brance  of  the  divine  Ught,  wherewith  our  Saviouf  illuminated  thtf 
whole  Cliarch  at  His  premutation  in  die  Temple.~T^MLt)is'  Law 
Sictionary. 
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ST.  MATTHIAS. 


THIS  day  the  Church  k^eps  in  mcmoiy  of  St.  Matthias,  He. 
was,  it  is  most  probably  thought,  one  of  the  seventy  disciples* 
and  was  a  diligent  attendant  upon  our  Saviour  all  the  time  of 
His  preaching.  (Acts  i.  f  1,  2Z.)  After  the  death  of  Judas, 
he  was,  by  Iot,'chosen  into  the  number  of  the  Apostles  (r.  £6.) 
His  first  preaching  was  in  Judasa ;  after  which,  it  is  sai4,  be 
went  to  preach  in  /Ethiopia  the  lesser,  in  the  further  part  o( 
Cappadocia :  here  he  continued  long,  and,  it  is  believeflt  wask 
murdered  by  some  of  the  bsMrbarous  people* 


*  MATTHEW  Xi.  iS, 

Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  be^j  buUn^  and  / 
will  give  you  rest. 

**  TTir  HERE  WITH  shall  I  come  before  the  Lord, 

^  ^     **  and  bow  myself  before  the  high  God ;" 

was  the  language  the  prophet  Micah  held  to  the  Jew^ 

under  the  Law,  when  they  felt  thenaselves  0|>pre8&e4 

*  Chatclain. 
Not  approTing  the  sermon  of  Scattergood  which  appeared  in  the 
first  Edition,  I  have  substituted  a  translation  from  a  French  Pro- 
testant preacher,  a  preacher  more  to  be  admireS  for  bis  good  sense, 
piety,  and  zeal,  than  for  striking  thoughts  and  coninanding  elo^ 
<|QeQee* 
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nfijtb  reoiors?  of  copscience,.  ami  were  desirous  of  ap« 
peasing  the  wrath  gf  an  offeodcd  Oeity«  Such  was 
d^  knowl^  of  tht  Jews  th^  they  cojuld  not  persuade 
tbemselvesf  the  justice  of  God  would  be  satisfied  by 
the  Nopd  of  a  few  miserable  victims ;  but  they  wQre 
90t  si^ciently  enlightened  to  look  higher,  to  pierce 
through  the  veil  of  the  Lawt  ^^^  ^o  dis<;over  the  truth 
which  was  concealed  under  its  shadows.  They  w^l 
Imew  Uiat  Cod  could  not  be  propitiau^d  without  a 
saciifi^e — and  this  sacrifice  th^y  sought^  but  could  i^o 
where  find.  "  Will  the  Lord,"  they  en<|uired,  **  be 
^^  pleaied  with  thousands  of  rams,  or  with  t^n  thou- 
^  sands  of  rivers  of  oil  ?  shall  I  give  my  first-born  for 
^  toy  transgression,  the  fruit  of  my  body,  for  the  sin 
•«ofmysouir 

Blefised  be  God,  we,  my  brethren^  are  strangers  to 
jbose  doubts  and  perplexities  to  which  the  Jews  were 
subject  under  the  Law.  The  Gospel  points  out  to.  us 
la  means  at  once  sure,  prompt,  and  efficacious,  calcu- 
btcd  tf^  obtain  God*s  pardon  of  all  our  sins ;  to  quiet 
Ae  most  alarmed  consciences,  with  the  assurance  of 
.comfort,  and  the  promise  of  peace.  It  is  the  virtue 
^  the  d^ttb,  of  the  sacrifice  of  Christ  Jesus,  it  is  the 
:ifi6nicc  value  of  His  blood  which  He  ofiers  for  us  all 
as  a  retief  and  cure  of  all  our  spiritual  miseries :  a  cure 
which  wc  can  find  in  Him  only.  ^  Come  unto  me 
;^  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  ladM,  and  I  will  give 
.•*  you  rest." 

.  I  shall  first  shew  who  they  are  whom  our  Lord  ad* 
dressy.  They  are  those  who  ^<  labor  and  are  heavy 
♦*  laden/'  .  Secondly,  The  rest  which  He  promises 
.tbem«    JLastlyi  What  we  are  to  do  to  obtain  this  rest* 
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Vidiy  Jesus  I  often  have  wc  gone  to  Thee^  ofttfn 
hkvt  sought  Thee  ki  our  distress  and  our  afflictions^ 
but  too  often  with  weariness  and  indifference.  We 
this  day,  O  Lord,  return  unto  Thetf,  but  we  return  to 
Thee  with  a  new  zeal,  with  an  holy  eagerness.  Let  us 
not  go  unCD  Thee  in  vain ;  but  grant  us  to  find  widi 
Thee  the  peace,  the  repose,  the  rest  we  seek,  and  which 
in  mercy  Thou  offerest  to  us ! 

First.  We  are  to  consider  who  they  are,  whom  our 
Lord  calls  to  Him.  They  are  those  that  "  labor  and 
' «  kre  heavy  laden/' 

L  The  words  in  the  original  are  peculiarly  ex* 
presrive:  they  describe  men  fatigued,  harrassed,  ex« 
hausted  by  long  and  seyere  toil ;  ready  to  faint  through 
failure  of  strength  and  depression  of  spirits.  Our 
Lord  had  here  in  view,  first,  the  Jews^  burthened  with 
the  yoke  of  the  Law,  overpowered  with  the  multitude 
of  Mosaic  Ordinances. 

In  the  words  following  the  text,  Christ  speaks  of 
Hisjyoke  as  easy,  contrasting  it  with  those  imposed  by 
Moses  and  by  Tradition.  Indeed  the  Law,  accom-r 
panied  with  all  its  Levitical  Ordinances,  was  to  the  Jews 
an  oppressive  and  vexatious  yoke,  "  which  neither 
they  nor  their  fathers  were  able  to  bear."  Ill-instructed 
by  their  teachers,  they  supposed  they  should  be  jasti^ 
fied  before  God  by  the  observance  of  the  ordinances 
prescribed  by  Moses,  and  of  the  ceremonies  enjoined 
by  Tradition.  In  this  deceitful  hope  they  wearied 
themselves  in  fulfilling  the  whole  Law;  and  all  that 
they  gained,  by  their  fruitless  exertions,  was  the  convic* 
tion  that  their  attempt  was  vain;  and  by  consequence^ 
that  they  could  oot^  by  these  means,  be  justified  before 

Cod. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


St*  Matthias.^  53- 

C^od  This,  it  must  be  acknowleged,  was  a  very  dis- 
couraging situation.  Now  to  them  did  our  Lord  ad- 
dress Himself  in  the  text;  because  his  Gospel  was 
adapted  to  deliver  them  from  the  observance  of  those 
Legal  Ceremonies,  and  to  discover  to  them  a  more 
certain,  a  more  easy  way  to  "  make  their  peace  with 
^  God,  and  to  find  rest  unto  their  souls/'  Our  Sa* 
viour  addresses  Himself  also  to  all  sinners  in  general; 
but  more  especially  to  humble,  repenting  sinners,  who 
feel  their  spiritual  miseries,  and  who  fervently  pray  to 
be  delivered  from  them. 

^  Come  unto  me,"  says  our  Saviour  to  guilty  souls, 
*•  ye  who  labor  and  are  heavy  laden."     How  clearly 
does  this  image  express  the  miserable  condition  of  sin*- 
ncrs,  when  they  becoQie  acquainted  with  themselves  I 
The  path  of  vice  appears  flattering  to  those  who  walk 
in  it,  who  abandon  themselves  to  sin,  and  who  never 
reflect  on  the  melancholy  consequences  awaiting  it.  ■ 
But  diffident  is  it  with  a  religious  man  who  fears  God, 
who  believes  His  word,  who  has  a  love. for  Religion, 
and  who  is  not  familiarized  with  vice.    What  grief, . 
what  remorse,  what  anguish  does  such  an  one  feel,  who  . 
after  having,  grievously,  offended  God,  opens  his  eyes 
CD  the  precipice  on  which  he  stands  t  Nothing  is  more  ' 
melancholy  thatl  the  state  of  such  a  man,  nothing  equals 
the  misery  of  his  soul.     Sometimes  it  is  the  chagrin  of  * 
having,  carelessly,  fallen  into  the  snares  of  sin,  notwith* 
standing  the  many  and  powerful  reasons  to  dissuade 
from  it,  which  covers  him  with  shame  and  confusion. 
Sometimes  it  is  the  sorrow  of  having  ofiended  God,  * 
his  heavenly  Father,  which  upbraids  and  torments  his 
conscience.     Sometimes,  it  is  the  dread  that  God  will 
reject  him,  that  He  will  not  receive  him  within  the  arms  . 
.     £3  of 
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of  His  merc/t  which  fills  him  with  aUriii  and  horron 
Sometiffles  it  is  the  loss  of  his  repose  which  be  de- 
plores;  the  privation  of  those  consolations  which  he 
received  in  prayer^  in  the  congregation)  in  the  Holy 
CofDiniinion.  Sometimes  it  is  the  dloug^  of  death 
which  may  surprize  him  in  that  deplorable  state;  the 
impression  of  another  life,  of  a  Judgment,  6(  Eternity^ 
All  these  thoughts  which  present  themselves  by  twna 
to  bis  mind,  ^^  set  themselves  in  arnay  against  btm^** 
and  render  his  days  miserable.  O  the  uneasintu  and 
apprehensions  which  sin,  where  it  is  felt,  occasions  in  an 
heart  that  hopes  for  Salvation !  Well  might  our  Lord 
represent  sinners  of  this  description,  as  heavy  laden 
^ffiA  the  burden  of  their  offences  I  And  yet  how  much 
better  is  it  to  groan  under  this  weight  of  sin,  than  to 
live  unconcerned  at  the  consciousness  of  oflfending 
God,  as  we  see  the  worldly,  the  unjust,  the  covetous^ 
the  voluptuous  do,  who  feel  no  sUarm  about  their  spi* 
ritual  state,  and  no  concern  how  they  shall  answer  to 
God  for  their  conduct.  To  sinners  afflicted  with  the 
remembrance  of  their  sins ;  to  contrite  and  woundfed 
spii'its  who  severely  reprbach  themselves  with  their 
transgressions,  abd  Wh6  ^^  hunger  and  thnrst  after 
<^  righteousness"* — these  are  they  to  whom  the  Blessed 
Jesus  ofiers  rest  firom  their  labOTS  and  comfort  in 
their  sorrows*  In  His  gracious  Inviution,  all  sin* 
ners,  it  is  true,  are  included.  <^  All  ye  come  unto 
<^  me,  and  be  saved/'  But  He  requires  as  an  indis- 
pensable condition  that  they  amend  their  lives— that 
tbey  feel  the  need  they  have  of  God*s  Grace-^and  tlMt 
they  become  new  creatures. 

II.    I  shall. BOW  consider  in  die  second  place  the 
rest  which  He  promises  to  the  sinner. 

It 
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It  appears  from  what  lath  been  already  said,  that  it 
consists  in  the  pardon  and  remission  of  all  our  sins, 
«iind  in  the  advantages  which  accompany  this  remission 
of  them. 

Our  Lord  gives  rest  and  comfort  to  sinpers,  by 
reconciling  them  to  God»  by  restoring  them  to  His 
love  and  to  His  favor  which  they  had  forfeited  by  their 
iran^ressions.  The  greatest  calamity  which  can  be- 
fal  an  human  creature  is  to  be  the  object  of  God's  dis- 
pleasure. Now  this  displeasure  is  a  natural  conse« 
quence  of  tramsgression.  Hence  sinners  are  called  in 
Scripture,  ^*  enemies  of  God,  children  of  wrath." 
But  Christ  hath  removed  God's  displeasure  towards 
sinners,  by  offering  the  merit  of  His  death,  of  His 
sacrifice,  through  which  God  is  reconciled  to  us. 

Our  Lord  gives  rest  to  sinners  by  delivering  them 
ifom  the  punishment  to  which  they  were  liable  by  sin. 
That  punishment  is  Death.  Not  simply  that  death 
V^bich  consists  in  the  forfeiture  of  the  present  life— but 
in  the  loss  of  tbe  soul,  in  an  eternal  separation  from 
God,  and  in  the  misery  which  is  the  consequence  of 
th^t  separation.  Now  Christ  by  His  death,  by  suf- 
fering in  our  place  and  stead,  has  preserved  us  from 
^eath  and  condemnation. 

Our  Lord  gives  rest  unto  sinners  by  delivering  them 
from  the  remorse,  the  anguish  which  sin  produces,  by 
establishing  in  them  that  peace  and  tranquility  which 
they  lost  through  sin.  For  since  the  Son  of  God  has 
undergone  the  punishment  which  awaited  us;  the  heavy 
burden  of  sin  is  removed,  and  in  consequence  fear  and 
alarm  should  be  banished,  and  peace  and  tranquility 
established  in  the  soul.  The  sins  which  a  Christian 
involuntarily  commits,  bring  with  them  much  uneasi- 
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ness ;  but  not  contitiuing,  habitually,  to  commit  theroi 
they  do  not  separate  him  from  the  love  of  Christ;  they 
do  not  deprive  bi^  soul  of  that  peace,  which  is  a  pledge 
of  the  eternal  peace  we  shall  one  day  enjoy  in  heaven; 
lince  St.  Paul  assures  us,  that  ^  there  is  no  con-» 
^^  demnation  Co  them  that'*  in  heart  and  mind  ^^  love 
'^  God;' 

Let  us.  farther,  consider  that  the  rest  which  our  Lor4 
promises  is  not,  unnecessarily,  withheld  from  us.  He 
is  not  like  kings  and  princes  of  the  earth  who  are  slow 
to  pardon,  and  whose  policy  is  to  keep  tbe  guilty  and 
rebellious  between  hope  and  fear.  If  He,  sometimes, 
delays  to  ^^  speak  peace  unto  our  souls  ;*'  it  is  not 
that  He  is  insensible  to  the  horror  of  our  situation : 
but  by  thus  withholding  His  loving  kindness,  to  com- 
pel us  to  feel  more  sensibly  the  weight  of  our  miseries, 
to  make  us  estimate  more  highly  the  value  of  the  rest 
which  He  \n  mercy  gives  u$,  and  to  render  us  more  at* 
tentive  to  our  ways  hereafter,  more  solicitous  to  pre* 
serve  the  peace,  the  Grace  we  have  obtained  of  Him,. 
But  ordinarily,  the  Blessed  Jesus  is,  always,  disposed 
to  come  to  our  support,  always  ready  to  comfort  us, 
to  give  His  peace  to  the  broken  and  contrite  heart. 

What  enhances  the  value  of  this  rest  is,  that  it  i^ 
universal,  and  i$  offered  to  all.  <*  Come  unto  ipe  al) 
ff  ye.'*— He  excepts  no  one.  The  greatest  sinners 
may  hope  to  find,  in  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  ^^  rest  unto 
•*  their  souls."  The  Redeemer  of  the  world,  uni- 
formly, taught  that  an  entrance  into  Heaven  was  open 
to  all,  provided  they  would  believe  in  Him  and  obey 
his  Gospel.  Blind  and  infatuated  tnortals!  to  neglect 
the  merciful  offer  of  the  Saviour  of  your  souls,  and  tp 
prefer  the  short-liyed  plc§si|rp5  of  sin  \o  that  peace,  tp 
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tbose  consolations  which  Christ  Jesus  proposes  to  yoa 
in  His  communion !  The  rest  which  is  offered  to  os 
is  complete — it  wants  nothing.  It  produces  in  the 
beart  of  him  who  receives  it,  a^  real  peace,  a  ^  good 
^  hope"  9^  salvation  which  nothing  can  disturb,  but 
our  relapse  into,  and  continuance  in,  some  atrocious  sin. 
^  Being  justified  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God, 
•^  through  Jesus  Christ  our  L.ord.'*  To  support  our- 
selves in  that  happy  state,  we  must,  continually,  be  on 
our  guard  against  sin,  and  diligently  avoid  falling  into 
it.  To  enable  us  to  do  this  our  Blessed  Saviour  has 
made  a  most  gracious  provision.  For  at  the  very  time 
that  He  comforts  us,  that  He  gives  to  our  soub  the 
peace,  the  tranquility  they  had  lost — He  accompanies 
this  peace  with  his  Grace,  with  His  support,  with  His 
sandifying  Spirit,  which  enables  us  to  conflict  witb^ 
and,  eventually,  to  **  overcome  the  world,'* 

It  is  necessary  to  make  one  reflection  more  upon 
the  words,  ^  I  will  give  you  rest**  Is  this  the  Ian* 
gnage  of  a  mere  creature?  What  I  Does  our  Lord 
lindertake  to  give  us  rest,  to  remit  our  sins,  to  exempt 
us  from  the  punishment  to  which  the  Justice  of  Go4 
lias  condemned  us  ?  He  goes  still  farther.  He  un^ 
derukesto  reconcile  u$  to  God,  ^o  establish  us  in  His 
love,  to  open  to  us  the  gates  of  heaven  which  •ur  sins 
bad  closed  against  us  ;  for  all  this  is  comprized  in  the 
rest  which  is  promised  to  us.  Is  this  the  act  of  a  mere 
icreature  ?— *^  Who  is  this  that  forgiveth  sins  ?  Who," 
we  may  again  ask,  ^*  can  forgive  sins,  but  God  only?** 

This  rest  comes  from  Him,  who  is  at  once  the  Crea- 
tor,  the  Redeemer,  the  Sanctifier  of  our  souls ;  and 
He  expect?  us  tQ  a(:?ej)t  His  wviuftont   *^  Come  unta 
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*^  me  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  l^den/*  Which 
il  the  last  thing  ta  be  considered. 

III.  ^^  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor  and  are 
"  heavy  laden.**  Heavenly  physician  I  Who  would 
not  be  disposed,  who  would  not  hasten  v^  go  unto 
Thee !  We  know,  and  rejoice  in  the  reflection,  that 
Xhou  callest  us  all  by  the  voice  of  thy  Ministers,  of 
thy  Sacraments,  by  the  inspirations  of  thy  Grace,  by 
the  compunctions  of  our  conscience — in  these,  several 
vi^y$^  Thou  graciously  criest  upto  every  pne  of  us, 
*^  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy 
•^  laden." 

To  whom  then  shall  we  go?  To  thee,  blessed  Je- 
8;U#,  and  to  Thee  only.  "  To  whom,  O  Lord,"  saya 
St.  Peter,  ^<  sl>all  we  go  ?  thou  base  the  words  of  eter* 
<^  nal  life,"  Indeed  it  is  by  Christ,  and  by  Christ 
alone,  that  we  can  be  delivered  from'  the  power  and  the 
fear  of  sin,  and  established  in  a  just  and  reasonable 
conidence.  And  in  the  ever-blessed  Gospel,  the 
sinner  firKis  the  assurance  that  his  sins  will  not 
be  imputed  to  him.  Does  he  require  clear  and  posi* 
t<ve  promises?  Our  Lord  has  given  such:  His 
whole  Gospel  is  full  of  them.  Is  a  sacrifice  expected 
i^ithout  spot,  of  infinite  value,  which  has  borne  the 
punishmenlt  of  our  sins?  Christ  is  that  sacrifice.  Must 
thcte  be  shedding  of  blood  to  wash  away  his  sins  ? 
Christ  shed  his  own  blood  for  thai  very  purpose. 
Must  God  accept  the  otFered  sacrifice?  God  has  ac- 
>cepied  the  sacrififce  of  his  dear  and  only- begotten  Son, 
seeing  He  bath  raised  Him  from  the  dead«  Does  the 
sinner  need  a  Saviour  who  will  have  compassion  oo  his 
iaiirmiii€s,>iid  who  will  intercede  with  God  for  him  ? 
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Jm09  Ckriit  15  that  Ss^viour.  I>oe»  he  desire  power  ta 
defend  him  against  all  his  enemies,  and  to  introduoe 
btsd  into  heaven?  Christ  ^<  hath  received  all  power 
^  from  bis  Father,  He  is  able  to  save  to  the  utter* 
*^  most  all  that  come  unto  God  by  Him.  He  is  gone 
^  into  Heaven  to  prepare  a  place  for  us.'*  To  Chrift 
then  muft  we  gOj  and  to  Him  oaly#  But  bow  are  we 
to  gO)  and  what  is  meant  by  going  to  Him  ?  Is  not 
He  in  heaven,  and  Hre  not  we  upon  earth  ? 

We  are  to  go  to  Christ  by  the  faith  and  trust  we 
have  in  Him,  whieh  aflures  us  of  the  validity  of  His 
precepts  and  the  trdtb  of  His  promises)  which  leads  ui 
to  put  our  whole  dependience  on  Him,  and  aa  the  merit 
of  His  death.  Faith  is  represented  as  the  way  which 
leads  to  Christ,  and  to  come  to  Christ,  or  to  believe  in 
Him,  are  synonimous  expressions,  which  our  Lord 
uses  to  signify  the  satde  thing.  ^^  I  am  the  bread  of 
*^  life.  He  that  cometh  to  me,  shall  never  hunger,  and 
••  he  that  bdicveth  in  me  shall  never  thirst.'*  We  are 
to  go  to  Hhn  by  repentance,  by  a  sorrow  for  our  past 
tfins,  which  produces  a  change  in  our  future  con« 
duct;— by  fervent  prayers  that  He  will  forgive  us  our 
oflfences  ;--r  by  devout  Communions,  beseeching  Him 
that  the  bread  and  wine  which  we  receive  at  his  Table 
may  strengthen  and  refresh  our  souls  :  we  are  to  gK>  to 
Him  t^  the  love  we  bear  Him,  by  the  desire  we  have 
to  please  Him,  to  obey  Him»  to  be  one  with  Him,,  to 
contemplate  Him  one  day  in  His  glory,  to  dwell  with 
Him  in  Heaven,  and  to  delight  in  ''  being  made  like 
^  unco  Him.'* 

We  are  to  go-  to  Him  by  the  sut{^rt  which  He 
cernmunicates  tt>  us;.bipiOttr  icadmcsa  kk, teswertng 
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lirhen  He  calls,  when  He  speaks  to  our  hearts,  nrheii 
He  draws  us  unto  Himself* 

But  when  are  we  to  g6  to  Christ  ?  To-day — this 
ioibment  $  and  every  day  of  our  lives.  Can  we  go  to 
Htm  too  frequently^  We  who  are  beset  with  so  many 
warns,  exposed  to  so  many  temptations ;  we  who  are 
so  subject  to  offend  our  heavenly  Father  ? 

I  dare  not  neglect  to  warn  you  that  there  is  one 
period  of  our  life,  wfaenpthat  blessed  privilege  of  going 
ib  Christ  will  not  be  allowed  us,  because  we  shall  not 
be  objects  of  that  mercy  and  rest  which  He  promises 
in  my  text.     That  period  is  the  end  of  our  days,  the 
approach  of  death.  Not  of  a  Christian  and  holy  deaths 
whkh  has  been  preceded  by  a  pious  and  an  upright 
life — for  then  it  is  that  we  go,  indeed,  unto  Christ,  and 
that  this  merciful  Saviour  is  still  more  disposed  to  sup« 
port  us  with  His  consolations.    But  I  am  speaking  of 
the  death  of  a  wicked  man ;  of  a  death  which  has  been 
preceded  by  a  depraved  and  profligate  life ;  of  a  death 
wfaieb  leaves  only  behind  it  a  long  catalogue  of  neglect 
of  religious  duties,  and  of  the  commission  of  notori* 
OU5  sins.    Christ  can,  indeed,  grant  His  peace  to  a 
]goilty  sinner,  if  his  repentance  be  such  as  will  be  ac« 
cepced.     But  if.  Christians,  yoM  ever  mean  to  repent, 
begin  :toKlay,  and  let  to-morrow  see  you  new  men« 
|4ay  you  never  know  the  difficulty  which  the  sinner 
who  has  grown  old  in  habits  of  vice  experiences,  of 
reforming  his  heart  and  subduing  his  inclinations,  in 
the  little  time  which  remains  to  him  to  live,  and  of  im* 
pressing  on  his  ipind  those  sentiments  which  constitute 
9t  true  repemance !  *  The  sorrow,  the  remorse,  the  dis* 
mWQU  which  the  approach  of  death  occasions,  may 
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atail  litde.  Rq>enunce,  wheo  it  comes  so  late^  is  aa 
best  suspicious.  DiScutt  must  be  the  return  to  Christ, 
when  we  have  neglected^  during  our  iifi^  u>  walk  in 
die  way  that  conducts  to  Hiau 

Let  us  then  without  delay  go  unto  this  Dirine  Sa« 
viour  s  and  let  us  take  care  every  day  to  approach  to 
Him.  Let  us  pour  out  our  hearts  unto  Him :  He 
will  come  unto  us  to.comfort  us»  and  to  speak  peace 
to  out  afflicted  souls.  Holy  Jesus,  grant  us  thy  pea<^ 
thy  Grace^  that  rest  of  the  soul  that  we  can  find  only 
in  Thee :  let  that  rest  be  uato  us  a  pledge  of  the  eter* 
nal  rest  we  hope  to  enjoy  with  Thee  fix  ever.    Amm. 
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SERMON    VL 

THE  ANNUNCIATION  OF  TH£  VIRGIN  MAZY. 


THIS  day  is  appointed  by  the  Churcji  in  memory  of  the  blessed 
Virgin,  and  particularly  of  die  message  of  the  Angel  to  her^ 
concerning  her  being  to  bring  forth  the  Messias,  our  Blessed 
Lord.  This  holy  person  was  of  the  tribe  of  Judah ;  she  de* 
rived  her  pedigree  from  king  David ;  the  branches  of  that 
royal  family,  after  many  descents,  being  reduced  to  a  loir 
degree  of  fortune. 

That  Joseph  her  husband  wu  a  widower,  when  he  was  espouied 
to  the  Virgin,  and  had  several  children  by  his  first  wife^ 
seems  to  have  been  the  opinion  of  all  .the  Greeks  and  oC 
many  of  the  Latin,  Fathers ;  for  they,  generally,  supposed^ 
that  those  called  our  Lord's  brethren  in  the  Gospel,  wer« 
Joseph's  children  by  his  first  wife,  St.  Jerom,  on  the  con- 
trary, says,  that  our  Lord's  brethren  were  his  cousin-ger. 
mans.  She  was  said  to  be  fifteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
her  espousals  with  "Josepb— which  was  the  usual  time  of 
marrying  young  women  among  the  Jews.  Some  time  after 
she  was  betrothed  to  Joseph,  it  was  declared  to  her  by  an 
Angel,  that  she  should  bring  forth  One  who  was  to  be  the 
Son  of  God,  and  who  should  have  an  evet lasting  kingdom; 
(Luke  i.  S2.)  and  that  this  extraordinary  Ofispring  which 
should  be  born  of  her,  should  not  be  produced  after  the  ustial 
way  of  human  conceptions,  but  by  the  overshadowing  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  (S5.)  The  Holy  Scriptures  record  of  her,  that 
she  was  a  person  eminent  for  devotion  and  holy  contempla* 
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tioa ;  for  tbe  obyerviog  ^s&A  nemarkifig  t))e  extraordinary  oc- 
currences, concerning  her  5qi?>  and  "  pondering  them  io 
•*  her  heart  ;'*  and  by  her,  fiequcnily,  followiBg  after  Hiip 
to  hear  His  divine  sermons ;  and  lastly,  by  constantly  joip. 
ing  herself  in  public  devotion  with  the  Apostles.  There  are 
various  opinions  about  the  time  of  her  death,  some  placing 
It  in  the  58th  year  of  her  age,  some  in  the  T^d,  but  most  ia 
tfae  62d»  or  6Sd,  and  in  the  year  of  Christ  48. 


♦    LUKE    i.    3t. 

JMpld^  fbou  sbalt  brti^firtb  a  Sou^  and  sbak  call  bis 
name  JESUS. 

AS  our  Saviour'3  mission  upon  earth  v^as  as  extra- 
ordinary in  it$  nature  as  benevolent  in  its  inten- 
tions, it  was  expedient  that  the  n^me  He  should  bear 
should  designate  His  office^  and  delineate  His  charac- 
ter;  God  himself,  therefore,  directed  it  by  the  means 
of  an  Angel  This  had  been,  already,  conmunicated 
to  .^ary — "  Thou  shall  bring  forth  a  Son,  and  shalt 
*•  call  his  name  Jesus."  The  Angel  repeated  this  com- 
mand to  Joseph — "  Fear  not  to  take  untq  thee  Mary 
•*  thy  wife ;  for  that  which  is  conceived  in  her  is  of 
**  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  she  shall  bring  forth  a  Son, 
^'  and  thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus,. for  He  shall 
•^  save  His  people  from  their  sins."  Again,  this  nam^ 
was  given  to  this  heavenly  infant,  when,  on  the  eighth 
day  after  His  birth,  H^  was  circumcised,  beginning 
thus  to  fulfil  the  Law,  and  thereby  shewing  that.  He 
was  of  the  posterity  pf  Abraham, 

^  tieptcand. 
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Such  are  the  mysteries,  infinitely  consolatory,  zoxA^ 
prized  under  that  adorable  name,  which  it  is  intended 
to  explain  in  conformity  to  the  Gospel  appointed  for 
the  service  of  this  day. 

1  shall,  firsts  make  soiift  reflectianfs  on  the  name  < 
Jesus:  I  shall  then  shew  in  ^hat  manner  our  Lord  is 
Jesus,  or  the  Saviour;  and  lastly,  shaU explain  whose 
Salvation  He  accomplished. 

Do  thou,  gracious  God,  who,  of  thy  infinite  meny^ 
hast  sent  thine  only  Son  ^'  manifest  in  the  flesh,'*  en* 
lighten  the  eyes  of  our  undersundiig,  that  we  may 
discern  the  glorious  mysteries  of  this  adorable  name^ 
which  are  designed  to  produce  obedience  to  thy  wilf^ 
and  acquiescence  in  thy  ways  t 

I.  All  those,  who  have  been  honored  with  names  by 
the  command  of  God,  were  distinguished  characters 
during  their  life,  as  Solomon,  John  the  Baptist,  and 
some  others  (see  Luke  i.  i3.)-  but  there  is  not,  witb- 
out  contradiction,  one  of  them  who  has  so  exactly  an- 
swered the  signification  of  his  name,  as  Christ  Jesus 
our  Saviour. 

This  name^  in  the  original  Hebrew,  imports  a  Sa« 
viour.  The  Hebrews,  frequently,  gave  significant 
names  to  their  children,  indicative  of  some  circumr* 
stance  of  their  birth,  or  of  their  destination.  In  like 
manner,  God  gives  to  his  Son  a  name  which  manifests 
His  love  to  men,  as  glorious  in  its  design,  as  it  was 
painful  in  its  accomplishment. 

The  ancients  often  call  their  gods,  their  kings,  their 
heroes,  or  their  benefactors,  their  saviours. 

Far  hence  these  usurpations  of  a  name  which  is  due 
to  no  other  than  our  Blessed  Lord.  ^  There  is  no  God 
^*  else  beside  me,  a  just  God  and  a  Saviour;  there  is 

^  none 
ft 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tbe^Annundatioftof  the  Virgin  Marji  6^ 

•*  ildne  beside  me,"  said  the  Lord  by  hb  Prophet, 
•*  There  is  no  Salvation,"  said  the  Apostle  likewise, 
**  in  any  other;  for  there  is  no  other  name  under 
•*  Heaven  given  to  man^  by  whom  we  can  be  saved." 

ITie  name  of  Jesus  was  common  among  the  Jews  ; 
both  in  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  several  persons 
arc  mentioned  who  have  borne  it:  two  of  them  in  par- 
ticular remarkable  for  sonle  conformity  to  our  adorable 
Redeemer.  The  one  is  Joshua,  the  son  of  Nun,  the 
first  judge,  Jlnd  the  successor  of  Mose^;  the  other  is 
Joshua,  the  son  of  Joscdec,  priest  and  restorer  of  the 
temple,  and  of  the  worship  of  Jerusalem^ 

But  how  great  is  the  difference  between  Christ  Jesus 
und  those  men^  distinguished  as  they  may  have  been ! 
They  received  their  name  only  from  men ;  Jesus,Chris5 
received  His  from  God  himself^  who  had  designed  Him, 
from  all  eternity,  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  highest 
purposes,  the  Salvation  of  the  human  race. 

Besides,  they  procured  only  temporal  deliverances ; 
but  Christ  purchased,  for  all  mankind,  eternal  Redemp* 
tion.  The  judge  of  Israel  brought  his  people  into  the 
country  of  Canaan,  after  having  subdued  its  kings^  Oar 
Lord  will  bring  all  out  of  evety  nation,  who  believe 
l^e  doctrines,  observe  the  ordinaoceSj  and  fulfil  the  pre* 
cepts,  of  his  Religion,  into  the  heavenly  Canaan^  after 
bavtng  vanquished  all  the  enemies  of  our  Salvation, 
and  aftet  "  having  led  captivity  captive*" 

Those  men  were  no  other  than  ministers  of  Provi- 
deoce,  incapable  of  themselves  of  delivering  the  peoples 
Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  Son  of  God;  the  Author  of 
Salvation  and  6f  life,  the  Prince  of  peace^  the  Source 
of  all  spiritual  benedictions^* 
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As  much  theivas  is  the  difference  between  (he  tnasnar 
and  the  servants,  between  the  splendor  of  the  sun  and 
the  glimmering  of  a  taper,  between  the  substance  and 
the  figuresjso  much  is  there  between  Christ  the  Saviotnr 
of  the  world,  and  those  temporal  deliverers. 

Let  us  now  see  how  the  Lord  Jesus  is  the  Saviour  bf 
men.  The  whole  is  comprized  in  these  few  words  of 
the  Heavenly  Messenger — ^*  He  shall  save  His  people 
**  from  their  sins." 

n.  Sin  IS,  unquestionably,  the  greatest  of  human 
evils,  and  the  cause  of  all  our  wretchedness.  To  db- 
Nver  us  from  sin  then,  is  lo  set  us  free  from  unhappi-; 
Bess,  and  to  conduct  us  to  felicity. 

The  sacred  writers  design  by  sin— the  corruption 
n^hich  it  produces  in  us  ;  and  the  punishment  awaitinfg 
it.  Such  were  the  two  obstacles  to  happiness;  obstacles 
insurmountable  to  every  other  power  than  that  of  the 
Son  of  God,  and  which  He  has  removed  by  delivering 
us  from  this  baneful  corruption  and  its  dreadful  punish- 
ment. 

Christ  saves  us,  at  first,  from  our  sins,  by  delivering 

\s%  from  the  corruptions  which  they  had  attached  to  us. 

In  this  sense  He  labors  to  deliver  us  by  His  heavenly 

instructions:  sublime  traths,  holy  precepts,  urgent  ir/)-' 

ttves  are  proposed  to  us  to  dissuade  us  from  vice,  and 

confii'm  us  in  virtue.  This  is  the  sole  design  of  ail  His 

discourses,  of  His  promises  and  ihreatenings,  of  His 

affectionate  exhortations  and  His  awakening  rebukes. 

*^  The  Grace  of  God  hath  appeared  unto  all  oiefl, 

*^  teaching  us  that,  by  denying  ungodliness  and  worldly 

**  iusts>  we  should  live  sobetly^  righteousl-y^  and  godly 

^^  in  this  present  world;  looking  for  that  blessed  hope^ 

"  and 
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^  and  glorious  appearance^  of  the  great  Ood,  and  of 
*^  our  Saviour  jesiis  Christ,  who  hath  gil^eh  Himself 
**  for  us,  that  He  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity, 
^  and  purify  unto  Himself  a  peculiar  people  eeatous 
^  of  good  works."  This  is,  in  a  few  wotds,  the  whole 
Christian  theology,  the  whole  doctrine  of  the  Gospel, 
vhich  Su  Paul  recommends  to  his  disciple  Titus  to 
leadi  with  authority ;  to  prove  by  evidencei  to  illus- 
trate with  precision,  to  enforce  by  exhortation. 

Not  content  to  be  our  Teachef ^  the  Blessed  Jesus  is 
also  our  £xample.  To  effect  which^  He  took  upon 
Him  our  nature,  He  cloathed  himself  with  oiir  in^' 
firmiues,  He  led  a  wretched  life,  He  died  an  ignomi* 
nious  death,  that  He  might  give  us^  in  every  character 
which  His  creatures  have  to  sustain  in  their  earthly  piU 
grimage^  an  example  of  virtue  not  easy,  in  all  cirtum-i^ 
stances,  to  be  practised — mildness,  goodness^  patience^ 
tcsignation  to  the  will  of  Providence.  He  goes  before 
us  in  the  rugged  paths  of  virtue  s  what  He  prescribes^ 
tie  observes ;  what  He  commands,  He  fulfils  -,  ^  leav>» 
^  ing  us  an  example  that  we  should  follow  His  stq>s.^ 

Our  Blessed  Lord  delivers  us  from  the  corruption 
ef  ain  by  the  prevailing  influences  of  His  Grace,  and 
tbe  efficacious  support  of  His  Spirit :  if  He  esihon  ua 
to  the  duty  of  vigilance,  He  recommends^  at  the  aamf 
4ime^  the  exercise  of  prayer.  We  have  only  to  implore, 
4md  we  shall  obuin.  His  heavenly  assistance :  ^*  seek,*' 
-said  He,  <<  and  ye  shall  find  t  whatever  ye  shall  ask  th^ 
**  father  in  my  name,  He  will  give  it  you^** 

The  Redeen^er  saves  us  also  from  our  sins,  by  de« 

<livering  us  from  the  punishment  which  they  incurred. 

If  God  will  *^  lake  vengeance  of  His  adversaries,''  He 

.F  a  cannot 
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cannot  see  evil  without  punishing  it :  His  wisdom,  li\t 
holiness,  His  iove  of  order,  His  justice,  all  concur  ta 
convince  us  ibat  *'  He  will  render  to  every  one  ac^ 
*f  cording  to  his  works :"  this  He  had,  expressly,  de- 
clared unto  men  ;  but  because  He  is  "  merciful,  full 
*^  of  compassion,  abundant  in  goodness,"  He  has  also 
d^lared,  that  He  would  not  withhold  His  mercy  from 
thosQ  "  who  returned  to  Him/'  With  these  paternal 
intentions,  **  He  sent  his  only-begotten  Son  into  the 
V  world,  that  whosoever  bclieveth  in  Him  should  not 
-  V  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life;"  and  in  considera* 
tion  (>f  tl>e  merit  arising  from  the  death,  the  suSering, 
the  intercession  of  his  Son,  He  is  disposed  to  pardoa 
ihe  repenting  sinner. 

.  Christ  Jesus  then  procures  us  this  deliverance  as  a 
>Iediator  anc}  Intercessor ;  thus  it  is  that  ^^  He  who 
^^  knew  no  sin  was  made  sin  for  us,  and  that  He  is  set 
*^  down  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  where  he  maketh  in^^^ 
"  tercession  for  us." 

.  T\)vs  deliverance  comprizes  the  pardon  of  the  sin» 
of  which  we  repent,  restoration  to  the  favor  4>f  God, 
and  (he  hope  of  eternal  life. 

Far  from  us  be  the  daring  objections,  the  idle  ea* 
•quiries,  the*  frivolous  questions,  the  scandalous  dis* 
putes,  which  have  been  agitated  on  this  great  mysterjF^ 
of  the  Christian  Religion  ;.wc  derive,  from  the  con* 
templatton  of  it,'  motives  to  holiness,  perpetually  sug- 
gesting to  us,  that,  so  limited  is  our  understanding,  we 
cannot  explain,  nor  even  comprehend,  the  designs  of 
.a  Being,  whose  perfections  are  infinite,  "  whodoeth 
^^  great  things  and  unsearchable;  marvellous  things 
"  widiout  number/' 

Such 
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Such  is  ihe  Salvation  purchased  by  the  Son  of  God: 
but  who  are  they  to  whom  it  shall  be  imparted?  He, 
says  the  Angel,  *' shall  save  His  people." 

IIL  The  people  of  the  Messiah  were,  in  a  re- 
strained sense,  the  Hebrews,  the  posterity  of  Abra- 
ham, from  whom  He  descended  ;  the  nation  to  whom 
He  was  first  sent.  "  I  am  not  serit,"  said  He,  "  but 
"  to  the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel."  These 
were  the  Jews  converted  to  the  Lord,  who  were  to 
carry  the  light  of  the  Gospel  to  all  nations,  and  to  be 
the  preachers  and  ministers  of  it.  *'  It  was  necessary," 
said  Paul  and  Barnabas  to  the  Jews  at  Antioch,  "  that 
"  the  word  of  God  should  first  be  spoken  unto  you: 
^'  but  seeing  ye  put  it  from  you,  and  judge  yourselves 
^<  unworthy  of  everlasting  life — lo,  we  turn  to  the 
^*  Gentiles.-' 

More  generally  then,  the  people  ^hom  the  Re- 
deeroer  can»e  to  save,  are  those  who  shall  believe 
in  Him,  however  dispersed,  or  wherever  assembled. 
Thus  the  Lord  said  unto  Paul  in  a  vision — ^*  I  have 
*•  much  people  in  this  city.*'  And  St.  John  declares 
-  that  Christ  Jesus  is  **  the  propitiation  for  our  sins ; 
**  and  not  for  ours,  only,  but  also  for  the  sins  of  the 
**  whole  world:  for  in  every  nation,  he  that  feaieth 
"  God,  andTworketh  rij^hteousness,  is  accepted  with 
•*  Him." 

This  heavenly  Teacher  is,  by  consequence,  come 
upon  earth  to  form  "  a  new,  a  peculiar  people,  zealous 
♦*  of  good  works." 

This  happy  people  niay,  therefore, 'be  distinguished 
from  mankind  by  their  observance  of  the  duties  of  Re- 
ligion, and  works  of  integrity.  For  these,  and  th.esc 
poly,  will  b^  acknowleged  by  the  Saviour  of  sinncr». 

F  3  When 


Digitized  by 


Google 


70  The  Anmineiathrt  of  the  Virgin  Mary. 

When  faith  is  mentioned,  in  the  Scriptures^  as  the 
essential  condition  of  Salvation,  we  must  not,  for  k 
moment,  forget,  that  they  who  are  possessed  of  it,  who 
declare  their  belief  in  the  troth  of  the  Gospel-eove^t 
nant,  are  exhorted  by  the  Apostle,  to  be  ^  zealous  %o 
"  maintain  good  works, ** 

We  have,  hitherto,  considered  the  name  of  Jesus  ai 
St  is  profitable  for  instruction  in  doctrine — let  us,  in 
conclusion,  consider  it  as  profitable  for  instruction  in 
righteousness  and  true  holiness. 

There  is  no  man  who,  if  he  enters  Into  himself,  and 
reflects  upon  his  condition,  but  must  acknowlege  that, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  tenor  of  his  life,  he  is  in 
need  of  a  Saviour,  and  a  Mediator  with  God*  Misera^ 
ble  are  those  mortals  who  reject  His  proffered  Salva^ 
tion  !  It  is  of  them  that  St.  John  speaks,  when  be  reprc* 
sertts  sinners  as  saying,  <*  {  am  rich,  and  encreascd  in 
^  goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing  s  whilst  they  know 
^^  not  that  they  are  poor,  and  miserable,  and  blind,  and 
^^  nakedt'*  Grant,  Blessed  Lord,  that  we  may  have 
a  lively  sense  of  oqr  misery  and  unworthine^s,  that 
we  may  flee  unto  Thee  as  the  only  hope  of  Salvation  | 

Christ  Jesus  is  the  only  Saviour :  there  is  no  on^ 
but  Himself  whq  can  deliver  us  from  our  sin^.  *♦  He 
^^  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life ;  no  man  can  g9 
^^  unto  the  Father,  but  by  Him :"  He  hath  ^  made  a 
«^  full,  perfect,  and  sufficient  sacrifice,  oblation,  and 
^*  satisfaction  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world ;"  in  lik« 
manner,  as  there  is  only  one  God,  so  there  is  only 
one  Mediator  *^  between  God  and  men.''  Let  us 
beware  then,  lest  we  seek  for  other  ipean^  of  Sal^ 
vation ;  and  let  us  impress  this  interesting  truth  iipoo 
pur  hparts^  that  ♦•  th^rg  i;  no  other  iiaroc  by  which  we 

^  caB 
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^  can  be  saved  :'*  Id  us,  lastly,  beware  of  presuming 
«ipon  Salvaiion  without  His  support  and  assistance. 

How  much  have  those^  who  know  not  this  Saviour, 
toiaaient4'  but  how  much  more  have  those  to  lament, 
vbo,  having  the  means  of  knowing,  renounce  Him ! 
Of  what  consolations  do  they  deprive  themselves! 
Enviable  is  that  refuge,  when  at  the  point  of  death,  I 
comfort  myself  with  saying,  I  perceive  that  my  life 
lias  been  often  wavering  between  vice  and  virtue ;  but 
too  often,  alas !  I  have  transgressed  the  laws  of  my 
God  I  What  have  I  to  hope  from  the  mercy  of  my 
Saviour;  I,  who  have  too  often,  alas!  contemned  His 
justice,  and  insulted  His  majesty !  ^^  Wretch  that  I  am^ 
^  who  shall  deliver  me  from  the  wrath  to  come,'" 
except  my  Redeemer  ?  Who  shall  make  my  peace 
with  God,  but  the  Saviour  of  men  ?  Without  this 
warranted  confidence,  we  must  either  be  led  away  by 
delusion^  or  fail  into  despair;  for  to  quiet  the  stings 
ef  conscience,  and  expel  the  terrors  of  guilt :  to  give 
^mlbrt  on  the  bed  of  sickness,  and  support  to  the 
departing  spirit,  we  must  have  an  unshaken  confidence 
in  the  propitiatory  merits  of  our  Blessed  Redeemer. 
^  For  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in 
«  Christ  Jesus.  The  blood  of  Christ  clcanseth 
«*  from  all  sin/' 

.  To  be  entitled  to  the  Atonement  made  by  Christ, 
we  must  have  the  evidence  within  ourselves,  that  we 
have  lived  in  obedience  to  God's  commandments. 
Universal,  uniform,  and  perfect  obedience  is  not  re- 
quired of  us  from  our  Almighty  Judge;  but  there 
must  be,  in  our  general  conduct,  a  true  intention,  and 
vil^orous  efforts  proce^eding  from  a  sincere  heart,  to 

F  4  conform 


Digitized  by 


Google 


72  Tb0  Anmnciatidn  of  the  Virgin  Mary\ 

conform  to  the  Divine  Law :  for  **  Christ  is  the  au* 
"  thor  of  Salvation  to  them  only  that  obey  Him." 

Youthen,  have  no  part  in  these  consolatory  hopes, 
you  who,  living  habitually  in  sin,  seem  to  have  for« 
gotten  your  God|  you  who,  attached  to  the  world, 
on  which  your  atfe£lions  are  fixed,  scarce  seem  to 
think  that  you  have  an  immortal  soul  (  you  who  ac-i 
knowlege  no  other  laws  than  your  disorderly  passions ! 
you  who,  far  from  fulfilling  the  precepts,  and  imitating 
the  example,  which  your  Saviour  has  prescribed,  aflia 
wilful  defiance  of  the  one,  and  open  contempt  of  the 
other.  He  was  all  gentleness,  and  you  are  all  auste- 
rity:  He  was  humble,  and  you  are  haughty:  He  was 
patient,  and  ypu  are  enflamed  with  vengeance  for  the 
slightest  offence :  He  was  diligent  in  fulfilling  the  work 
of  his  Father  who  had  sent  Hirn,  and  you  live  with^ 
out  considering  your  duty  to  God,  and  your  obligate 
tions  to  society  ;  as  though  the  Almighty  had  sent  you 
upon  earth,  not  to  glorify  Him  by  your  filial  love  and 
amiable  demeanor,  bpt  to  gratify  yourself  by  spurning 
His  authority,  and  resisting  His  wilK 

AH  that  this  Bles$ed  Saviour  has  done  ai)d  suffered 
for  us  to  deliver  us  from  Qur  sins,  demands  aqd  claims 
from  us  the  just  tribute  of  the  roost  lively  thanksgiv- 
ing, and  of  the  most  fervent  love..  If  we  contem* 
plate  the  dignity  of  the  Redeemer,  who  was  God  as 
1^11  as  man^  the  value  of  the  Salvation  which  He  has 
purchased  for  us,  and  our  own  unworthiness — every 
thing  enhances  the  value  of  that  Salvation,  find  ought, 
for  the  same  reason,  to  animate  our  gratitude,  and 
support  our  devotion.  **  Christ  hath  loved  us,  and 
?«  hath  given  Himself  for  us."     What  docs  such  love, 
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iucb  an  inestiraable  blessing,  demand  or  us?  ^^  Greater 
^  love  than  this  hath  no  man,  that  a  man  lay  down 
^  his  life  for  his  friends,"  says  pur  Lord  j  and,  He 
continues,  *^  ye -are  my  friends  if  ye  do  whatsoever  I 
**  command  you."  Such  are  the  evidences  of  our 
affection,  that  "  we  keep  His  commandments,  that  we  * 
<^  continue  in  Hi$  love,  as  He  hath  kept  his  Father's 
^^  commandments,  and  continued  in  His  love;  and 
^'  this  18  His  commandment,  that  we  love  one 
^^  another,  as  He  hath  loved  us."  Ungrateful  shall  we 
be,  if  our  conduct  be  not  correspondent  to  such  inef- 
fable goodness!  Let  us  often  contemplate  the  blessings 
comprized  in  (be  name  of  SAVIOUR.  O  ailniable 
and  consolatory  nam^,  with  what  love  ought  every 
feeling  bean  to  be  impressed  for  Him,  to  whom  it  is  so 
justly  appropriate!  "  To  Jesus,  who  is  the  faithful 
**  witness,  and  the  first-begotten  of  the  dead,  and  the 
^*  prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth :  Unto  Him  that 
*^  loved  qs,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  His  own 
^^  blood;  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  priests  uuto 
f^  God,  and  his  Father,  to  Him  be  glory  and  dominipn 
f*  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen/ 
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SERMON    VII. 


ST.  MASK'S  DAY. 


THERE  ht\ti%  several  persons  of  the  name  of  Mi^  men* 
tioned  in  Scripture,  it  is  noc  easy  to  determine  which  of  them 
was  the  Evangelist,  who  is  this  day  comroeroordted  by  th^ 
Church :  Wc  read  (Acts  xii.  J 2).  that  "Peter  came  to  tbo 
**  bouse  of  Mary,  the  mother  of  John,  whose  sirname  wal 

.  ••  Mark."  We  read  of  "  Mark,  sister's  son  to  Barnabas/' 
(Col.  iv.  10).  We  find,  likewise,  a  person  of  the  name  of 
Mark,  spoken  of  by  St.  Peter;  '^  the  Church  which  is  at 
**  Babylon  saluteth  you,  and  so  doth  Marcu$  my  son** 
(I  Pet.  i.  13).  Now  that  John  strnamed  Mark,  and  Marfc 
the  kinsman  of  Barnabas,  was  tbe  same  person,  is  evident 
from  Acts  xv.  37,  where  it  is  expressly  said,  that  Barnabas 
determined  to  Uke  with  him  and  his  colleagu.*  St.  Paul, 
John,  whose  sirname  was  Mark.  John  Mark  then  was  the 
associate  of  Paul  and  Barnabas,  and  tbe  same  who  is  so  ofteii 
mentioned  in  St.  Paul's  Epistles. 

J  would  refer  the  reader,  for  further  satisfaction,  to  tbe  Abridge 
ment  of  the  Bishop  of  Lmcoln's  Elemenu  of  Cfaristiaq 
Theology. 
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*   EPHJ^IANS  iv.  11^   12. 

Be  gave  some  Apostles^  offd  some  Prophet s^  and  some 
Evangelists^  and  some  Pastors  and  Teachers^  for  the 
ferfeethig  of  the  samis,  for  the  work  of  the  ministry^ 
for  ibe  edifying  of  the  My  of  Christ. 

WHEN  our  Blessed  Lord  had  finished  the  work 
of  our  Redemption  upon  earth,  and,  in  great 
Iriumphi  ascended  up  to  heaven,  the  more  effectually 
Co  communicate  the  benefits  of  his  Redemption  to  us» 
He  knit  together  his  elect  into  one  fellowship  and 
communion,  and  sent  the  Holy  Ghost  to  form  and 
establish  his  Church  forever;  to  settle  it  at  first  under 
the  conduct  of  his  Apostles,  and  Prophets,  and  Evan- 
gelists ;  and  after  them,  under  a  constant  succession  of 
Pastors  and  Teachers,  appointed  by  them,  whom  He 
set  apart,  and  qtialified  ^  for  the  work  of  the  Minis- 
^  try,  for  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  for  the  edifying 
^*  ofthebodyofChrisr/* 

Iq  this  discourse  I  shall,  first,  consider,  what  regard 
we  ought  to  pay  to  the  offices  of  the  Church,  such  as 
Preaching,  and  Prayer,  and  the  Holy  Sacraments. 

Secondly,  to  the  Church  itself,  where  these  offices 
are  duly,  and  decently,  celebrated. 

These  being  points  of  the  greatest  importance,  and 
universal  use,  require  to  be  very  plainly,  and  practi- 
eally^  spoken  o£ 

*  Bishop  Hicknmi, 

For 
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For  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  our  Saviour  insti* 
tuted  holy  offices  in  the  Church,  whereby  hiy  Grace 
might  be  conveyed  unto  us,  and  the  communion  of 
his  Holy  Spirit  might  be  with  us  to  the  end  of  the 
world:  and  therefore,  as  we  value  the  Grace  of  God, 
as  we  hope  to  receive  benefits  by  thegifts  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  so  we  must  give  diligent  attendance  to  those 
offices,  whereby  they  are  to  be  communicated  to  us. 

And  firsti  to  the  office  of  Preaching  God's  holy 
Word;  for  this  is  the  very  foundation  of  all  Grace, 
the  ground-work  of  Religion,  the  sowing  of  that  good 
seed,  which  Prayers  and  Sacraments  bring  to  matu- 
rity.  And  accordingly,  the  first  comoiission,  which 
our  Saviour  gave  to  the  Apostles  while  He  was  upon 
earth,  and  the  last,  which  He  left  with  them,  when  He 
went  up  to  Heaven,  was,  that  ibey  should  "  go,  an;l 
«*  preach  the  Gospel." 

This  was  the  originaj  of  Christianity,  to  which  wcl 
owe  all  the  knowlege  that  we  have  of  the  True  Reli- 
gion ;  and,  if  we  would  have  the  true  Religion  con* 
tinue  wfth  us,  it  must  be  by  the  same  methods  that 
planted  it  first  among  us;  by  a  regular  course  of  fait  l>» 
ful  Preaching,  and  affectionate  Exhortation}  for  this  k 
that  very  Ministry,  by  which  all  saints  are  edified;  this 
is  the  Ordinance,  to  which  both  our  faith  and  virxue 
owe  their  rise, 

I  know  ther^  are  those,  who  think  their  faith  is 
come  to  maturity  already,  and  then  look  upon  all 
farther  instruction  as  superfluous;  that  the  good  seed  is 
now  sowed,  plentifully,  in  their  fields,  and  makes  so 
flourishing  a  shew,  that  they  never  question  its  increase. 

Therefore,  says  St.  Peter,  **  I  will,  always,  put  you 
^^  in  remembrance  gf  these  things^  though  ye  know 
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^  them.'*  Yet,  still,  there  are  those,  who  come  to 
hear  the  Word  of  God  with  itching  ears,  as  the  Aihe- 
ilians  did,  to  hear  some  new  thing;  and  disdain  alt 
plain,  profitable,  doctrine,  because  it  is  no  more  than 
%irhat  chey  know  already. 

♦'  The  Word  of  God"  says  the  Apostle,  "ispierc- 
^  ingas  a  two-edged  sword/'  and,  if  it  be  but  skil« 
fully  handled,  and  faithfully  applied,  k  will  be  sure  to» 
leach  ihc  heart.  Though  our  heart  be  never  so 
hardened  with  vice,  and  over-run  with  corrupt  af- 
fections, yet  there  are  charms,  or  there  are  terrors,  in 
Religion,  that  will  make  it  soft  again;  and  then  thii 
iword  of  the  Spirit,  this  Word  of  God,  will  strike  us, 
successfully,  in  that  tender  part. 

And  this  is  the  first  advantage,  which  the  Christian 
Church  enjoys,  for  the  perfecting  of  Saints,  above  all 
other  religions  that  went  before  it.  Nay,  1^  may 
add,  it  is  an  advantage  which  we,  of  this  Church, 
enjoy,  above  ail  other  Christians  in  the  world,  that  the 
pure,  genuine  Word  of  God  is  here  daily  read,  and 
duly  explained  untou$;  and  no  one  Christian  duty, 
but  what  is,  frequently,  brought  to  our  remembrance, 
^nd  pressed  upon  our  hearts,  with  *'  line  upon  line, 
♦*  and  precept  upon  precept."  Here,  neither  doctrine, 
.  nor  reproof,  nor  correction,  nor  instruction  is  wanting; 
nothing  that  is  needful  to  promote  our  righteousness^ 
and  furnish  us  to  ail  good  works. 

We  cannot  but  observe,  and  have  reason  to  com- 
plain, that  several  Christian  Churches  do  not  endea^ 
vor  so  much  to  make  their  disciples  virtuous,  a9  to 
persuade  them,  that  they  are  so  already  ;  that  they  are 
safe  under  the  cover  of  their  Church;  that  they  are 
God*s  peculiar  people,  and  so  tbe^r  need  not  ^*  work 
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^  out  Uieir  Salvation  with  fear  and  treiobling,*^  trat 
trust  to  the  merits  of  our  Saviour^  or  the  merits  of 
dieir  cause;  and  then  they  shall  go  easily^and  without 
jpterrupiion,  to  Heaven. 

No  doubty  but  he  that  preaches  such  a  doctrine, 
shall  be  very  favorably  heard,  by  tbe  generality  of  menf 
lor  ihe  same  reason,  that  an  empiric  is  more  followed 
than  a  physiciani. 

But  when  we  come  to  hear  the  Word  of  God,  let  os 
bear  it  with  devout,  inquisitive,  submissive  minis^ 
and  resolve  to  apply  it  close  to  our  distempered  part ; 
and  then  the  Holy  Ghost  will  come  along  with  it,  and, 
by  his  Grace,  will  work  a  certain  cure.  Let  us  open 
our  hearts,  that  the  good  Word  of  instruction  may  past 
freely  in ;  and,  as  there  is  a  quick  spirit  in  that  Word, 
to  search  our  wounds,  so  there  is  a  sovereign  Balm  in 
k,  to  heal  them  too. 

The  next  advantage  which  we  enjoy,  for  perfecting 
the  saints,  is  prayer.  And  thi8>;ftlso,  is  another  pecu* 
liar  of  the  Christian  Church.  When  our  Saviour 
came  into  the  world.  He  abolished  the  carnal  ordi* 
nances  of  the  Jews,  and  set  up  a  more  spiritual  wor* 
ship  in  its  stead.  From  a  house  of  sacrifice  He  turned 
their  temple  into  a  House  of  Prayer;  and  shewed  all 
nations,  how  to  pay  a  reasonable,  acceptable  service 
unto  God.  For  a  help  to  our  devotion,  He  taught  uf 
how  to  pray ;  and,  for  an  encourager  ent  to  it.  He  haa 
assured  us,  that  our  prayers  shall  be  heard. 

If  we  doubt  of  our  own  interest  in  Heaven,  He  bidt 
us  ask  in  His  name ;  and  whatsoever  we  ask  faithfully, 
fh^ll  be  granted  efficaciously  :  *^  Ask,  and  it  shall  be 
"  given ;  knock,  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you,** 
But  especially,  if  we  ask  for  Grace,  He  will  not  deny 
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tbal  to  His  fcrvtnUi  vjiich  they  ask,  only,  in  order  to 
do  Him  better  service. 

Nay,  Prayer  is  profitable,  not  only  to  procure  the 
gift,  but  also  to  inculcate  the  habit,  of  Grace  into  our 
souls.  This  is  what,  I  hope,  we  all  have  found,  I  am 
•ure  we  migbt  have  found,  in  the  devout  use  of  the 
Prayers  of  our  Church  :  Prayers  accommodated  to 
6ur  judgment  as  well  as  to  our  affections;  wh<sne 
every  religious  duty  is  recommended  to  our  practice, 
«nd  every  Christian  Grace  is  insinuated  into  our 
hearts,  and  that  in  such  persuasive,  expressive  term^ 
that  no  man  can,  sincerely,  join  in  these  Prayers,  with;* 
MX  renouncing  ail  his  sins,  and  resolving  to  lead  a 
godly  life. 

But  of  all  prayers,  none  are  so  effectual,  so  power«> 
ful  with  God,  as  those  that  are  offered  to  Him  in 
public,  in  His  own  house,  in  those  places  that  are 
dedicated  to  His  peculiar  service :  for  there  the  Scrip* 
tares  tell  us,  that  God  is,  more  immediately,  present. 
There,  in  %  more  especial  manner.  His  honor  dwells  % 
there,  indeed,  is  the  gate  of  Heaven,  where  the  Ange>s 
Cirey  always,  ascending  with  oqr  prayers,  and  descend^ 
ing,  again,  with  blessings. 

There  Christ  has  promised,  that  when  we  nwel  to- 
gether in  His  ipam^  He  will  be  in  the  midst  of  us ;  He 
will  inspire  us  with  pious,  ardent  thoughtis,  influence 
our  zeal,  and  heighten  our  affections,  and  make  ^*  our 
^  hearts  bum  within  us,'*  while  we  thus  converse  with 
our  Blessed  Saviour. 

Therefore^  when  the  doors  of  His  house  are  opened 
10  us,  4et  us  My,  with  J>avid,  *^  This  is  the  gate  of 
<*  the  Lord,  we 4ril)  enter  into  it.*'  Let  us  not  ^'  for* 
<^  saicecbe  assembling  of  ourselves  tQgeiher,''-iior  con* 
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tent  ourselvts  with  our  own  private,  retired,  deV6{«ot)^ 
but  know,  that  God  requires  this  public  (estiroony  of 
our  zeal ;  and  the  more  solemn  our  prayers  are.  He 
will  reward  them  with  the  more  plenteous  mercies,  and 
the  more  abundant  Grace* 

The  third,  and  most  immediate  conveyance  &£ 
Grace,  which  God  has  afforded  ub  in  the  CkristiaM 
Church,  is  ir^  the  holy  Sacrament  i  whereby  He 
pours  down  upon  all  worthy  communicants,  a  more 
pkntiful  effusion  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  in  such  a  manner 
as  is,  indeed,  unspeakable;  but  it  is  very  visible  in  the 
effect 

Here  God  endows  His  servants  with  divine  wisdom, 
to  know  their  duty;  and,  with  more  than  human 
strength  to  perform  it :  and  gives  them  such  increase  of 
Grace,  as  shews,  that  it  is,  indeed,  as  the  Apostle  csjfa 
it^  "  the  increase  of  God.** 

Here  our  sins  are,  actually,  forgiven,  and  our  par- 
don  sealed,  and  that  Redemption,  which  our  Saviour 
purchased  for  us  by  His  precious  Blood,  is,  really,  made 
over  to  our  use. 

^  Here  ^^  the  Word  is  again  made  flesh,  and  dwells 
<^  among  us;"  nay,  dwells  within  us,  and  Grace  is,  as 
it  were,  incorporated  into  our  very  nature.  Prayer 
is,  indeed,  a  drawing  up  of  the  Conveyance,  but  the  Sa«* 
crament  is  an  actual  signing  of  the  deed,  and  delivering 
it  up  into  our  hands. 

And  yet,  I  know  not  how  it  happen^,  that  maifjr 
men  who  do  allow  praying  and  preaching  to  be  use<- 
ful  Ordinances,  look  upon  the  Sacrament  as  a  ce« 
remony  only,  which  may  be  performed  at  pleasure^ 
and  omitted  without  offence.  And  therefore,  they 
omit  it,  because,  in  their  great  wisdomj  they  do  not 
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apprehend  the  reason  of  the  command,  nor  see  what 
benefit  they  shall  receive  thereby. 

When  God  appointed  the  Passover  to  the  house  of 
Israel,  which  was  but  a  type  of  this  blessed  Sacra- 
ment, He  commanded  them  to  sprinkle  their  door- 
posts  with  the  blood  of  the  Paschal  Lamb,  that  upon 
the  sight  of  this  blood,  the  destroying  Angel  might 
pass  by.  But,  had  any  man  refused  this  token,  and 
said,  that  God  knows  how  to  distinguish  His  people 
well  enough  without  it,  he  had  certainly,  and  de<» 
servedly,  perished  among  the  unbelieving,  obstinate, 
Egyptians.  And^  if  any  person  now  despises  the  use 
of  the  blessed  Sacrament  for  the  same  cause,  it  is  to  be 
feared  he  will  fall  under  the  same  condemnation. 

It  is  true,  that  God  can  save  a  man  without  it ;  but 
I10W  do  we  know  He  wt%  especially,  since  He  has 
appointed  this  very  thing  as  a  means  of  our  Salva- 
tion ?  And  should  we  neglect  to  use  them,  and  the 
destroying  Angel  should  come  upon  us,  our  destruc- 
tion is  only  from  ourselves,  our  blood  will  be  upon 
our  own  head.  And  therefore,  to  forbear  the  Sacra* 
ment  upon  this  account,  as  too  many  among  us  do,  is 
a  dangerous,  high  presumption. 

But  there  are  others,  who  err  on  the  other  hand, 
more  out  of  dfead^  than  disrespect;  and  forbear,  be- 
cause they  think  themselves  unworthy.  To  whom, 
the  properest  answer  is,  that  this  forbearance  is  the 
way  to  keep  them  unworthy  still. 

If  we  want  Grace,  where  should  we  hope  to  get  it, 
but  at  this  holy  Table,  where  God,  liberally,  dispenses 
His  mercy  to  us,  and  gives  us  ^'  every  good  and  per- 
^  feet  gift  ?**  If  we  know  ourselves  to  be  unworthy, 
and  resolve  to  continue  so ;  that  isj  if  we  are  got  into  a 
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habk  of  any  sii?>  and  h^ve  np  desire^i  or  inteAtions^ 
to  break  it  off;  then»  receiving  ibe  Holy  Co«unuf 
nion  is  not  only  a  ncfidlessy  but  an  impious  thing.  It 
is  profaning  the  31ood  of  Christ,  apd  bringing  the 
guilt  of  it  upon  ourselves.  And  therefore,  such  per- 
sons are  admonished  to  forbear,  (ill  they  come  to  ^  a 
^^  better  mind/* 

But  as  for  casual,  involuntary  sins,  sios  of  igno^ 
ranee,  or  sins  of  infirmity^  such  as  we  are  sorry  fory 
and  resolve  against,  and  dt siri?  to  be  reclaimed  froai, 
they  are  so  far  from  being  a  reasonable  cause  of 
keeping  us  from  the  Akar,  that  they  are  one  principal 
caqse  why  God  erected  His  Altar  among  us,  and 
commanded  us  to  frequent  it;  namely,  that  we  might 
have  a  place  to  fly  unto  for  help,  when  our  spirit  is 
in  danger  to  be  overpowered  by  the  fle^,  and  circum* 
vented  by  the  devil:  that  we  might  have  frequent 
occasions  to  reflect  on  our  lives  pasp,  and  to  censure 
all  our  actions,  and  to  clear  up  our  accounts  with 
God^  before  we  ar^  so  addicted  to  vicious  coMrses,  as 
to  have  but  little  power  to  repent,  and  less  hopes  to  be 
forgiven. 

Thus  I  have  shewed  how  the  saints  are  perfected^ 
and  the  body  of  Christ  is  edified,  by  the  Ministry  of 
Preaphing,  and  Prayer,  and  Sa^rr^fnents.  And  he 
that  is  serious  in  his  attentiocb  and  constant  in  bis 
attendance  upon  these  sacred  offices,  will,  nodQi|bt,ih 
time,  "  grow  up  to  a  perfect  man  in  Christ" 

The  last  thing  to  be  spoken  of  is,  what  regard  we 
owe  to  the  Church,  where  these  sacred  offices  are  per- 
formed ;  which  Church,  the  Apo/itl^,  in  the  text,  cal(s 
**  the  body  of  Chri^ ;"  whence  we  may  learnt  thai  ao 
member  ^as  Jife  communicated  to  it  from  the  hea4|^ 
but  as  it  is  in  conjunction  with  the  body :  and,  there- 
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fore,  whosoever  divides  himself  from  a  Churchy  where 
the  pure  Word  of  God  is,  onbbdonly,  taught,  and  de* 
Tout  Prayers  to  God  are,  duly,  made,  and  God's  Holy 
Sacraments  ait,  regularly,  adminisiered,  that  man,  ef- 
fectually^  cuts  himself  oflp  from  the  body,  and  so  de- 
prives himself  of  that  spiritual  nourishment  which,  by 
these  offices,  should  be  conveyed  unto  him :  and  theif, 
^  Can  these  dry  bones  live?*' 

Indeed,  by  the  extraordinary  power  of  God,  diey 
nay.  All  God's  promises  of  Grace  and  Salvation 
are  made  in  general,  only  to  the  Body  of  Christ; 
and  in  particular,  to  those  that  are  in  communion  with 
it.  And,  therefore,  he  that  forsakes  the  communion, 
does,  in  effbct,  renounce  the  promise.  All  the  ordi* 
nary  current  of  God's  mercy  runs  in  the  channel 
of  his  Church ;  there  we  may  drink  of  living  waters, 
and  be  satisfied ;  but,  it  is  111  trusting  to  extraordinary 
diowers,  and  by-streams,  and  ^  broken  cisterns,  chat 
**  can  bold  no  water." 

By  the  Church,  we  mean  the  body,  or  society  of 
men,  that  are,  regularly,  united  under  Christ  their 
Head,  aitd  their  Pastor  lawdilly  constituted  under 
Christ ;  professing  the  true  Christian  4ith,  and  per- 
forming the  true  Christian  worship;  hokUng  all  things 
that  are  necesary  to  Salvation,  and  holding  nothing  as 
necessary  to  Salvation,  but  what,  really,  is  so. 

And  such  a  one,  blessed  be  God,  is  the  Church, 
thereof  we  are  members;  a  Church,  where  the  truth, 
and  nothing  but  tb^e  tryxK  is  made  the  object  of  our 
failh ;  where  God,  the  uue  God,  and  only  the  true 
God,  is  made  the  object  of  our  worship ;  and  is,  re- 
verently, worshipped,  with  excellent  unexceptionable 
Prayers^  and  regular  uncorilipted  Sacraments.     Our 
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vforship  is  primitive  and  puK;  and  our  doctrines,  hf 
our  enemies*  ow^n  confession,  are  all  apostolical :  and, 
thereforej  there  is  no  reason  for  any  man  to  leave  the 
communion,  qf  this  Church,  upon  account  of  her  prm- 
cipksj.anil  coQstitutioa 

And,  as  for  those  who  separate  from  U6,  upoi>  a 
pretence  that  th^y  cannot  edify,  cannot  profit  by  ur; 
all  the  world  will  bear  us  witness,  that  tbijs  is  a  pre^ 
teofre  indeed,  but  nothing  else.  If  we  do  not  pro- 
fit under  a^ll  these  advantages,  the  fault  is  not  in  our 
Religion,,  but  in  ourselves.  From  such  a  Churchy  as 
we  can  go  no  wh^re  for  purer  worship,  so  we  need  gf> 
no  where  for  better  edification.  If  we  do  not  ♦  profit 
by  all  these  means  of  Grace,  nor  find  the  spiritual 
nourishment  ministered  unto  us,  it  is  nothing  but  pre- 
judice, and  fancy,  that  debauches  our  appetite,  and 
depraves  our  judgment ;  and  $u€h  a  prepossession  of 
mind  may  make  th^  most  delicious,  most  nourishing, 
food  in  the  world,  insipid. 

At  this  rate,  a  man  may  except  against  our  Sa- 
viour's most  admirable  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  and 
say,  that  it  does, not  edify i  or,  against  Hk^  most  ex- 
cellent Form  of  Prayer,  and  say,  that  it  does  «ot 
move  us  :  notbijig  like  those  repeated  cries,  and  af- 

*  To  the  Church  of  Enghnd,  no  mzn,  howerer  gieat  his  obll* 
gations  to  her,  is  more  attachedi  than  myself:  but  I  am  here, 
from  conviction,  and  a  sense  of  duty,  compelled  to  declare  my  dk* 
fent  ffoih  the  reasoning  of  this  zealous,  and  eloquent  Writer  :  edifi^ 
catioti,  when  the  Clergyman  is  not  reverent  in  the  discharge  <)f 
his  ministerial  Itincti^ns — ^independent  of  the  service  being  tediois 
and  redondantj  from  the  circumstance  of  three  services  being  united 
— ^was  never^  I  beUevCi  yet  actually  felt,  and  is  not,  reasonably^  to 
)m  expected, 
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fectionate  groans  of  the  priests  of  Baaly  who  call  upon 
their  god  from  morning  till  the  evening ;  and  yet,  it  is 
all  but  the  same  tone  still,  <<  O,  Baall  hear  ns/' 

This  is  what,  mightily,  affects  some  sort  of  men ; 
aod  yet,  this  is  the  very  thing  which  our  Saviour  fore- 
varns  us,  in  our  prayers,  to  avoid.  So  dangerous 
a  thing  is  it  for  men  to  indulge  their  fancies,  and 
conceits,  in  matters  of  Religion :  for  worship  is  not 
a  fanciful,  but  a  rational,  institution.  And  yet,  there 
are  too  many  among  us,  who  seem  resolv)ed,  either  to 
go  to  Heaven  their  own  fantastic  way,  or  not  to  go 
thither  at  all. 

Xo  conclude.  Let  none  of  these  groundless  pre- 
tences persuade  us  to  forsake  a  Church,  which  fur* 
nishes  us  with  all  things  necessary  to  Salvation ;  nei- 
ther )ec  us  give  ear  to  those  forward  undertakers, 
who  pretend  to  carry  us  a  nearer,  and  easier,  way  to 
^eavenj  but,  by  the  stedfastness  of  our  faith,  let  us 
shew  forth  our  gratitude  towards  God,  for  those 
^*  means  of  Grace,  and  hopes  of  Glory,"  which,  by 
|ils  blessing,  we  now,  abundantly,  enjoy. 

But,  above  all,  let  us  take  especial  care,  that  our 
negligence,  and  perverseness,  do  not  make  these  hopes 
and  means  ineifectuaK  For,  if  we  do  not  find  the 
}>enefit  of  our  Church  by  the  reformation  of  our 
manners ;  if  our  holy  Religion  does  not  teach  us  to 
amend  our  sinful  lives,  we  have  something  more  than 
our  sins  to  answer  for,  even  all  ^^  those  hopes  of 
H  Glory,'*  which  we  have  neglected  j  and  all  "  those 
f  ♦  means  of  Grace,"  which  we  have  abused. 

For,  though  ''  false  doctripe,  heresy,  and  schism" 
do  cue  us  off  frotn  the  body  of  Christ,  and  are  very 
daqgerQus,  destructive  things ;  yet,  ^^  hardness  of  heart, 
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<^  and  contempt  of  Ood's  word  and  commandmenu,*' 
are  much  worse.  And,  though  we  do  condmie  in  the 
body,  yet  sin,  unrepented  of,  will  cut  us  off  at  last,  as 
effectually  as  any  schism;  and,  ^'  to  hold  the  iatth  in 
^^  unrighteousness  of  life,'*  is  the  most  pernicious 
heresy  of  whkh  we  can  be  guilty. 

<  O,  Alaifghty  God,  who  hast  instructed  thy  Holy 
^  Church  with  the  heavenly  doctrine  of  thy  Evan* 
'  gelist  St.  Mark  ;  give  us  Grace,  that,  being  not  like 

*  children,  carried  away  with  every  btast  of  vain  doc^ 
^  trine,  we  may  be  establi^ed  in  the  truth  df  thy 

*  Holy  Gospel,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord/ 

Amen  ! 
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SERMON     VIIL 


ST.    PHILIP  AND    ST.    JAMES. 


.TWO  laints  arc  commemorated  by  the  Church  this  day,  the 
fint  whereof  it  St.  Pbtlip. 

§t.  Philip  was  bom  at  B«lfasaida,  a  town  of  Galilee,  a  barren 
^country  of  Judea,  near  the  sea  of  Tiberias  (John  i,  44). 
OurSavioiir,  living  in  this  obscjure^  remote  place,  was  pleased 
|o  choose  His  disciples  out  of  the  plain  ordinary  men  of  this 
iieigbborhood,  who  were  mostly  fishermen,  by  reason  of  the 
nearness  of  the  s^  of  Tiberias,  which  was  a  great  lake,  well 
stored  with  fish,  and  wbich»  therefore,  invited  many  of  the 
neighboring  iirfudiitantt  to  take  upon  them  that  occupttion. 
He  was  the  next,  after  St.  Andrew  and  St.  Peter,  called  to 
the  Apostleship,  and,  as  some  think,  before  them ;  the  other 
after  their  first  call,  returning  to  their  employment.     He 
was  the  person  to  whom  the  Greeks  applied  themselves,  that 
they  might  have  some  knowlege  of  theMessias  (John  xii.  ^0). 
It  was  he,  whose  cariosity  led  him  to  know  more  of  the 
Pivine  Nature,  than  our  Saviour  was  willing  to  reveal  unto 
bim,  in  his  address  to  Him,  "  Lord,  shew  us  the  Father, 
♦•  and  it  sufficeth  us."    To  whom  our  Saviour  returns  this 
gentle  rebuke,  "  Have  I  been  so  long  with  you,  and  yet 
**  hast  thou  not  known  me,  Philip  ?   He  that  hath  seen  me, 
•«  hath  seen  the  Father.**    After  our  Saviour's  Ascension, 
he  is  recorded  to  have  preached  the  Gospel  in  the  higher 
Asia.    His  last  preaching,  before  his  death,  was  at  Aleppo* 
in  Asia  Minor,  where  he  underwent  martyrdom. 
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St.  James,  which  is  this  day  commemorated,  is  commonly  called 
by  the  name  of  James  the  Less.  The  reason  of  this  compel- 
lation  was,  probably,  because  he  was  not  so  far  adyanqpd  in 
years,  as  the  other,  when  he  came  to  the  Apostleship. 
He  was  the  son  of  Alphaeus,  otherwise  calfi^d  Cleophat, 
(Luke  XXIV,  18.  John  xix.  21),  and  is,  for  distinction*^ 
sake,  called  the  brother  of  the  Lord  (Gal.  i.  19).  He  was, 
after  our  Saviour's  Resurrection,  constiti^ted  Bjshop  of 
Jerusalem,  and  seems  to  have  presided  in  the  first  Council 
holden  there'(Act8  xv),  and  to  have  directed  the  debates 
of  the  Apostles,  concerning  the  Jewish  ceremonies.  There 
is  mention  made  of  him,  and  that  too,  as  the  brother 
of  Jesus  Christ,  by  Josephus,  who  say^,  he  was  delivered 
up  to  be  stoned,  by  tfee  cruelty  of  Ananus,  the  High-prietf , 
whose  death  gave  great  dissatisfaction  to  the  people  of  the  city 
(Book  XX.  Chap.  8).  There  was  an  extraordinary  opinioh 
of  his  sanctity,  tbrougiMiit  all  the  city  of  Jerusalem,  where 
he  lived.;  whence  he  got  the  surname  of  the  Just.  His 
martyrdom  is  recorded  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Historians  after 
this  manner :  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  being  impatient  at 
the  great  growth  of  Christianity  in  Judea,  were  resolvtd  to 
set  upon  James,  and,  by  menaces,  force  him  to  renounce 
that  Religion,  publicly,  before  the  people.  And  th^  better 
to  do  this,  they  hurried  him  ipto  a  galjery  of  the  Ten^ple. 
and  would  oblige  him  to  make  a  recantation  before  a  qiul- 
titude  of  people  there  affembled.  But,  instead  of  denying 
Christy  he  made  a  public  confession  of  Him  before  that  great 
assembly ;  who,  thereupon,  almost  unanimously  cried  out, 
"  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  pavid;"  which  ^o  enraged  the 
unbelieving  Jews,  that  they  threw  him  down  beodbng 
from  the  high  place  which  they  had  set  him  on.  But  being 
not  quite  killed  by  his  fall,  he  prayed  to  God  for  forgive- 
ness to  his  murderers.  This  only  enraged  them  the  more, 
and  one  of  them  struck  him  over  the  head  with  a  ^tuff;  ancj 
instantly  kilkd  him. 
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*  JAMES  I  12. 

^kssed  is  the  man  tkat  enduretb  tempt atitm  ifor  when  hi 
is  tried  bf  shall  receive  the  crown  oflife^ 

THE  Giipek  word  which  we  translate  to  tempt^ 
is,  an  its  original  signi^cation,  np  more  than  to 
try  I  according  to  which,  any  thing  that  tends  to  try 
the  heart  of  man,  be  it  in  what  respect  9oeverj  may  be 
called  a  temptation.  It  \%  thus  that  the  outward 
crosses  and  calamities  of  life  ar<^  eo  firequ^tly  met 
wijth  under  that  name ;  and  according  to  this  sense  of 
the  word  are  those  passages  to  be  understood,  whereia 
good  men  are  bid  to  ^^  count  it  all  joy,  when  they  fall 
ff  into  diver;  temptations,"  and  wherein  temptations 
are  men^oned  to  comp  firom  Cod  himself— 9s  G.od  ia 
^aid  to  have  tempted  Abrahamt  V^y  a  teipptation  we, 
gicnerid}y,  understand  such  a  trial  as  i^  apt  to  prqu«* 
dice  a  man  in  his  spiritual  interest;  and  to  temp^ 
commonly  implfps  in  |t  an  endeavor  to  supplant 
the  soul  by  inducing  it  to  sin ;  and,  from  this  sense  of 
the  word  it  is,  that  the  devil  is,  so  peculiarly,  and 
emphatically,  called  the  tempter  $  in  opposition  to 
lyhich  the  Scripture;  a$rm,  that  ^^  God  doth  not, 
^^  cannot,  tempt  any  man." 

It  is,  further)  observable,  that  the  same  thing  ipay 
be  diflPerently  called,  <(ccording  to  its  different  re- 
spects ;  namely,  ^  trial  in  one  respect,  a*  temptation  in 
pother.    As  far  as  God  is  concerned  in  it^  so  figr 
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is  it5  properlyya  trial  only,  being  designed  by  Him  as 
the  means  of  manifesting  our  virtue,  in  order  to  our 
receiving  the  reward  of  it;  but,  with  respect  to  the 
corruption  of  our  hearts,  and  the  abuse  that  is  likely 
to  br  made  of  it,  k  may,  vwy  fitly^  be  called  a  temp- 
tation also,  atid  a  sitaret  For  instance,  prosperity  and 
lidversity,  with  respect  to  God*s  appointment  of  themj» 
$xt  Jntended  for  the  gobd  of  the  sottl;  the  one,  as 
agrerable  food ;  the  other,  as  an  wholesome  ciadicine  i 
f  nd  yet  MuhiH^  tiirougb  the  craft  of  the  tempter,  more 
liktiy  to  p4t>ve  Aestractive  to  Ao  soul  dian  these;  the 
<»ie  at  a  sweet,  dn  pt^  as  a  hitter,  pottoor 

I  shall,  \u  ttii^  discourse,  first  shew,^thattMipMMOa 
m-e  nmvoidaUe  j  ibat,  however  m)av(Md8b1e,.chey- are 
fioc,  through  Go^B  assiscance,  irre^stible :  and  cben^ 
|kiw  ht  bis  Grace  may  be  expected. 

I.  Reason  is  the  iliitinguisliinf^  frh^iacteristk  of 
ttiao.  God  lays  good  aiid  evil,  life  and  death,  before 
him,  leavfiig  ^e  choice  of  either,  fntiivly,  to  bis  own 
ilecerinHiatiDn.  And  wei%  tliere  Hc>t  these  cfiffereaa 
M0li?ei$  proposed  to  biiDy  t(^  what  end  were  his  refttfoa 
gw^«iiy  0r  wherem  could  bis  liberty  be  rf^wn  ?  Take 
away  kis  inddcemeMi  to  vice,  and  yed  taJce  i»#ay  all 
^pponuniktes  of  displaying  his  virtue ;  for  tiiere<:ai>  be 
«o  vkt4ie  where  there  k  no  opposition ;  aad  the  peaxeK 
Alt  opposition  is,  (fee  gceacef  st4ti  the  virtue  tSiat  suf^ 
mounts  it. 

'  Temptations  afe  yec,  ftir^er,  riecessaryj^  to  distin- 
guish good  and  bad  iften  here,  and  to  proportion  their 
vewai^ds  and  punishments  hereafter.  For  men  differ 
as  much  in  tiieir  tempers,  as^n  their  constitution^ 
their  features,  or  their  complexions;  and  conse- 
quently, the  temptations  must  be  as  various,  as  the 
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teoipers  wtt  to  vhicb  ttiey  afre  applied;  indeed  they 
would,  odierwise,  be  hardly  temptatiom  at  all  For 
ffistance :  grandeur  would  be  no  allurement  to  a  <;o- 
vetous  man,  nor  rkhes  to  an  ambitious  one:  that 
only  caft  be,  properly,  a  temptation  to  eacb,  which  is 
suitable  to  the  different  temper  of  each.  And  thU  is 
the  way  whereby  God  unmasks  those  that  have  been 
kmg  hid  from  the  worlds  and,  perhaps,  from  them-- 
iclves  too:  this  is  the  method  by  which  he  distin- 
guishes between  constitution  and  virtue ;  between  the 
««  form  of  godliness,  and  the  power**  of  it.  I{  i^ 
thus  that  the  truly  pious  are  manifested,  by  appearing 
in  all  drcumstances^  and  upon  all  events,  the  same  ; 
iHxile  others,  that  fell  off  upon  any  trial,  sbew^  (hat 
what  was  considered  to  be  piety,  was  Irttkr  better  than 
tetnper;  and  that  they  sinned  not  before,  merely,  be* 
cause  they  were  not,  properly,  tempted  before. 

Temptations  then,  we  see,  are  necessary ;  let  us 
next  shew,  that,  however  unavoidable,  they  are  not, 
^ough  God*s  Grace  and  assistance,  irresistible. 

II*  Now,  the  very  first  notions  we  conceive  oFGod 
ane,  that  He  is  an  infinitely  holy,  just,  and  good  Being. 
But  if  you  say,  God  has  placed  men  in  a  world  of 
temptations  to  sin,  that  are  unavoidable,  and  yet  irre- 
sistible, what  is  this  but  to  make  Him  the  Author  of 
mn  f  And  if  so,  where  is  His  holiness  ?  If  you  say, 
He  has  required  our  obedience,  where  our  obtiience 
is  impossible,  as,  in  case  of  irresistiblef  temptations  it 
must  be,  and  yet  will  punish  our  disobedience,  where 
then  is  His  justice  ?  Again,  if  you  suppose  Him  to 
have  made  man,  knowing  before  that  He  wotild  meet 
with  temptations  which  he  could  not  resist ;  and  yet 
ftsolved  to  puniih  him,  if  he  didnat  resist  them  ;what 
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b'this  bi)t  to  make  Hifn  de}igl)V  in  the  mUerjf  of  Hu 
creatures?  , And  if  so^  wherje  19  Hisgopdnesfi ?  . 

But  this  supposition  is  oo(  inore  coQtracjictory  to 
the  nature  of  God,  tl)an  to  the  express  words  of 
Scripture.  *^  The  Lord  knQwei|[>  how  to  deliver  the 
f^  godly  put  of  temptation.  His  Grace  is  suflBcient 
^  for  ii$,''  And  in  the  text^  ^^  3lessed  is  the  n»an  tba( 
*f  endureth  temptation ;  for,  when  he  is  tried,  be 
*f  shall  receive  4he  crown  of  life/*  Whi/ch  ^prds^ 
plainly,  shew,  that  temptations  may  be  epdm-ed;  the 
^during  of  them  could  not,  otherwise,  ben\adethe 
conditio^  of  our  receiving  the  (:rownpflife»  Thepro^ 
inise  pf  the  reward,  if  we  cpnqiier  them,  miist,  ne<;e$- 
^rily,  imply,  tb^t  it  is  in  our  power  ^o  conquer  them. 
Nor  do  the  Scriptures  only  assure  u$,  tb^t  temptations 
inay  be  ei^diired,  but  furnish  us,  besidef,  >fitfa  many 
example^  of  thpse,  who  have  endured  thepi.. 

Could  afpictipns,  eithei:  severer  ^p  themselves,  or 
attended  with  more  aggravating  circumstances,  befal 
any  man,  than  what  befe|  Job  I  A^d  yet  they  had  no 
other  effect  upon  him,  than  the  winds  have  upon  a 
strong  oak,  which,  at  the  same  time  tba(  they  tear  off" 
Its  branches,  or  shake,  perhaps,  its  trunk,  serve  but;  to 
fi^  its  roots  so  much  the  deeper.  It  was  thus,  when 
I^e  $aw  himself  stripped  of  all  the  comforts  of  this  life, 
chat  he  held  the  faster  to  that,  which  was  able  to  sup* 
port  htm  in  the  waqt  of  them  all,  and  which,  therefore, 
was  more  than  worth  them  all,  his  confidence  in  th^ 
Almighty. 

Jt  were  easy  to  multiply  instances ;  but  it,  already, 
appears,  both  from  reason  and  Scripture,  that  temp- 
tations may  be  resisted ;  and,  from  example,, that  they 
)^ave  been :  let  us  next  see,  bow  they  are  resis|i^ble, 
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vhicb,  we  shall  finely  is,  entirely,  owing  to  God^s 
Grace  and  assistance. 

That  th^re  is  a  general  corrupuon  in  our  nature,  k 
Is  nece$sary  only,  to  appeal  to  every  man^s  expe^ 
jrience.  This  the  very  best  of  men  feel ;  and  they  arc 
<be  most  ready  to  own  and  deplore  it.  And  this  cor- 
ruption, which,  like  a  conspirator,  is  always  ready  to 
liecray  lis  from  within,  hath  a  constant  conespondence 
with  numberless  temptations,  constantly  attacking  us 
from  without ;  and  all  these  under  the  managemeat  of 
a  most  subtle^  and  powerful,  enemy,  who  well  knows 
where  our  weakness  lies,  and  accordingly  assaults  us 
there  most,  where  we  are  least  able  to  defend  our- 
selves. Thus,  as  the  passions  have  the  most  prevail-' 
ing  influence  over  men,  he>  generally,  takes  his  ad- 
vantage, first  from  th^m;  still  levelling  his  attacks 
against  particular  persons,  from  those  particular  pas- 
sions, to  which  they  are  each  of  them  most  subject 
He  haOi  bis  offers  of  gain  for  the  covetous ;  of  ap- 
plause for  the  vain;  aiKl  of  honor  for  the.  ambitious: 
he  seduces  one  man  by  his  fear,  and  another:  by  his 
confidence :  he  affrights  this  man  firom  hU  duty,  by 
multiplying  its  difficulties,  and  allures  that  man  into 
sin,  by  magnifying  its  enjoyments.  Nay,  he  is  so 
subtle,  as,  without  our  utmost  caution,  to  turn  our 
very  virtues  into  vices.  Thus  shall  he  make  frugality 
serve  as  a  cloak  for  avarice,  and  liberality  for  pro- 
fuseness;  turn  moderation,  in  religious  matters,  into 
a  cool  indifference  about  them,  and  transport  zeal 
into  enthusiasm :  in  short,  be  our  age,  or  temper,  or 
circumstances  what,  they  will,  he  hath  his  peculiar 
.temptations  for  them  all.  He  is  ready  to  meet  us  at 
all  timcS)  and  in  all  places;  in  our  business,  and  in 
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our  plei6ure& ;  abroad,  and  at  home ;  in  dbe  most  public 
assemblies,  and  in  our  most  private  retirements*  And 
now,  after  dns  short  survey  of  our  enemy's  strength^ 
«ndour  own  weakness,  it  surely  must  appear,  that  we 
have  need  of  some  other  help  dian  our  own  to  pre- 
serve us ;  and  thai  can  be  nothing  else  but  the  Grace 
of  God^  which,  the  Scripture  tells  us,  is  sufficient  for 
tit;  lor  that  >'  His  strength  is  made  perfect  in  weak«« 
'^  ness.''  So  that,  be  our  temptations  ever  so  many  or 
great,  yet  ^greater  is  He  that  is  in  us,  than  he 
«^  that  is  in  the  world.  God  is  faithful^  who  will 
^^  not  suffer  us  to  be  tempted  above  that  we  are  abld, 
'^  but  will»  wkh  the  tempution;  also,  make  a  way 
**  to  escape,  that  we  may  be  able  to  bear  it,** 

There  remains  but  one  thing  more  to  be  enquired 
into/ how  far  God's  Grace  is  to  be  expected;  and 
that  is>  only,  in  propbrcion  as  we  use  our  own  b^sit 
endeavors.  *^  Blessed  is  the  man  that  endureth  temp**- 
**  ution,  for  when  he  is  tried,  he  shall  receive  die 
**  crown  of  life/' 

HI.  God  promifes  such  a  supply  of  power,  as  tnay 
liable  as  co  stand  our  ground;  but  leaves  it  to  our- 
uk'^^^  whedier  we  will  exert  that  power  or  not.  We 
are  not  to  ifMgine,  that  the  Divine  Grace  is  to  act 
upon  us  as  a  charm,  and  preserve  us  against  tempta* 
tions^;  whether  we  wiil  or  no;  that  is  contrary  to  our 
nature,  and  oo  all  the  principles  of  reason,  and  choice'; 
for,  vbodic*  \«  were  under  the  influence  of  irresistible 
temptatisos,  or  irresistible  Grace,  the  consequences 
were  the  ^awe;  iJrue  could,  either  way,  be  no  liberty; 
oo  virtue  or  vice;  no  title  to  toward  or  punishment 
Indeed,  Uierc  coUd  then  be  no  duch  thing  as  a  tempi- 
tation;  far.mals,  which  we  either  cantiot  resist,  or 
cwnot  but  overcome,  are,  properly,  no  trials  at  all. 
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In  a  word^  God  deajs  with  us  as  free  and  accountably 
creatures;  requiring  from  us  a  right  use  of  tho^e 
powers '  we  have ;  aud^  upon  that  condition  onl/i 
supplying  us  with  those  we  want.  He  will  give  u^ 
«»cb  a  measure  of  bis  Grace^  as  shall  make  our  endea- 
vors e^tiial;  but  not  such  as  shall  be  eflPectual 
without  tbeni.  Hp  oHers  us  a  sufficient  assisunce, 
andt  thordo^  is  His  mercy ;  we  ourselves  are  to  apply 
Cor  it,  andf  therein^  is  our  freedom. 

jH^nce  we,  mayi  easily^  learn  in  what  cases  we  have 
not  right  to  expect  God's  assistance^  and  in.  what  we 
may,  reasonably,  depend  upon  it. 

Now,  if  we  cast  oursejves  unnecessarily,  upon  such 
circumstances  as  naturally  kad  to  sin,  it  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  God  shall  prevent  the  ill  consequences 
of  the^i.  For  instance;  is  a  man  addicted  to  licen- 
tiousness ?  I^et  him  avoid  such  places  and  company 
as  are  apt  to  tempt  him  into  it ;  otherwise,  if  he  ventures 
upon  them,  he  is,  actually,  resisting  God's  Grace ;  and 
that,  surely,  can  never  be  the  way  to  obtain  God> 
Grace  to  resist  the  temptation*  Is  another  hasty  and 
p^monate  ?  Let  him,  carefully,  shun  all  occasions  that 
my  irritate  and  enflame  him;  otherwise,  it  is  but 
reasonable  to  suppose,  that  God  will  leave  him  to 
liiff)self ;  and,  if  he  will  needs  meet  his  enemy  upon 
such  unequal  terms,  he  must  not  wonder  at  any  ill 
consequences  that  follow.  Above  aU  things,  we 
should  be  cautious  bow  we,  needlessly,  engage  our- 
<elvci  in  such  a  course  of  life,  as  from  our  constitu* 
ti#n  aod  complexion,  we  know  must  lay  teroptatious 
before  us ;  for  miracles  are  no  mare  to  be  expected 
in  the  moral  world,  than  in  the  natural.  If  we, 
knowinglyt  venture  into  an  house  that  has  the  plaguq, 
we  must  expect  to  be  infected ;  if  we,  intentionally,  run 
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ourselves  into  temptations^  we  must  expect  to  sib. 
God  intended  his  Grace  to  support^  not  to  supersede 
our  eiideavor^;  to  supply  oiir  wants^  but  not  but 
neglects.  ^ 

On  the  contrary,  be  our  calling^,  <mr  conditions,  ot 
circumstances,  what  they  will,  let  them  be  such  only 
as  Providence  hath  made  necessary,  and  Providence 
will  make  them  beneficial  too ;  and  whatever  temp 
tations,  naturally,  meet  us  in  our  way,  God  will,  if 
we  be  not  first  wanting  to  ourselves,  support  us  under 
them ;  in  His  due  time,  deliver  us  out  of  them ;  and, 
at  last,  infinitely  reward  us  for  them. 

I  conclude  with  a  few  observations.  Can  any 
thing  be  more  effectual  than  the  doctrine,  \vhich  has 
,  been  laid  down,  to  prevent  us  firom  being  envious  at 
other  men's  conditions,  or  uneasy  in  our  own  ?  For 
in  this,  all  mankind  are  upon  a  level,  being  all  can- 
didates for  happiness  alike,  and  alike  expecting  to 
meet  with  temptations  in  our  way  to  it.  God  only 
knows  what  temptations  we  are  most  able  to  bear; 
and  it  is  for  Him,  therefore,  to  proportion  our  cir- 
cumstances accordingly.  Let  no  man,  therefore,  covet 
cither  the  riches  or  greatness  of  another  to  himself; 
since  his  poverty  may,  perhaps,  be  his  best  security ; 
and  Providence  may  have,  therefore,  placed  him  low, 
in  order  to  keep  him  safe. 

Again.  Can  any  thing  be  a  greater  comfort  to  us, 
under  all  the  difficulties  and  calamities  of  life,  than  to 
consider,  that  they  are  but  as  trials,  which  may  be 
endured;  and  which,  if  endured,  are  sure  to  be  re- 
warded ?  ^'  Blessed  is  the  man  that  endureth  temp- 
^*  ration ;  for  when  he  is  tried,  he  shall  receive  the 
"  crown  of  life,  which  the  Lord  hath  promised  to 
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^  them  that  love  Him."  ^^  And  what  He  hath  pro* 
**  mised,  shall  He  not  fulfil  ?  Heaven  and  earth 
'*  shall  pass  away,  but  His  word  shall  not  pass  away.^ 
So  that,  be  our  enemies  ever  so  subtle  to  deceive,  or 
powerful  to  hurt  us ;  be  ourselves,  on  the  contrary,  • 
ever  so  ignorant  to  foresee  dangers,  or  weak  to  resist 
them,  yet  may  we  depend  upon  infinite  wisdom  to ' 
guide,  .and  almighty  power  to  protect  us. 

By  way  of  caution,  lastly :  hence  we  are,  clearly, 
taught  how  to  depend  upon  God's  aid,  so  as,  ceruinly, 
4K)t  to  £ail  of  it^  and  that  is,  t6  expea  it,  only,  on  such 
terms  as  he  hath  promised  it ;  that  is,  in  a  way  suitable 
to  our  nature,  and  in  eoncurrence  with  our  endeavors. 
Our  utmost  care,  and  God's  Grace  are  to  go  together 
in  our  Salvation;  our  care^  as  absolutely  necessary; 
though  it  is  from  God*s  Grace  only  that  it  can  prove 
eSectual.  These  God  hath  joined  together;  and  what 
God  hath  joined  together,  let  no  man,  as  he  values  his 
loul,  ever  presume  to  put  asunder. 
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SERMON     IX. 

ST.  BARNABAS  THE  APOSTLI. 


ST.  BARNABAS  waf  of  Jewish  »traetk>Or  tboi^  U>n  m 
ftbd  ialand  of  Cyprus,  being  desc.caded  from  parents  of  the 
bouse  of  Levi,  who  had  senled  in  that  country  (Acts  iv.  ?€)» 

'  He  was  sent  to  Jerusalem  to  perfect  his  studies,  in  the  Jewish 
Law,  under  the  tuition  of  OamalieK  fie  \b  supposed  to  be 
one  of  the  seventy  disciples  sent  out  by  our  Saviour  to  preach 
the  Gospel.  He  readily  complied  with  t^at  injunction  of 
the  Apostles  for  throwing  all  their  weakh  into  a  oommoft 
■tock,  for  the  better  propagation  of  the  Gospel,  by  selling 
**  his  land,  and  laying  the  money  at  the  Apostles''  feet ; 
which,  some  authors  say,  was  a  large  estate  in  Cyprus^ 
His  first  public  employ  was  to  settle  a  Christian  Church  at 
Antioch,  several  Jews  in  that  city  being  well  dispoi^  to 
the  faith  in  Christ,  by  the  conversation  and  preaching  of 
tome  Christians,  who  were  scattered  abroad  upon  the  per* 
Mention  which  arose  Aom  Stephen,  and  had  fled  to  that 
city.  Here  hii  Tabors  had  great  success ;  and,  the  converts 
muUiplying  upon  him  very  fast,  he  went  to- Tarsus  to  bring 
Paul  thither,  to  be  his  fellow-kborer  in  that  great  work  of 
the  conversion  of  so  populous  a  city<rHere  God  blessed  their 
joint  labors  with  wonderful  success,  the  number  of  the 
faithful  growing  so  considerablertt  to  be  distinguished  by^ 
the  name  of  Christians  first  in  that  city  (Acl»  xr.  22).  After 
continuing  some  time  heie,  Paul  and  Kunabas  were  se- 
parated to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  Gentiles  at  a  more 
remote .  distance.  Which  they  accordingly  did,  plantiirg 
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iiutny  Churchei  in  Asia  Minor,  for  the  spac^  of  three  years, 
travelling  and  preaching  together.  At  last  there  happened 
a  contention  between  them,  which  occasioned  them  to  part 
asunder,  and  preach  separately ;  which  God  ordered  for  the 
good  of  the  Church,  and  the  Gospel  being  further  propa« 
gated  by  their  preaching  singly,  than  it  would  have  been  by 
the  joint  labors  of  two  such  eminent  Apostles.  After  thist 
be  is  said  to  have  settled  the  Gospel  in  his  native  country  of 
.  Cyprus  J  andt  sailing  from  thence  into  Italy,  to  have  planted 
Christianity  in  Milan,  not  being  soffiired  to  cotoe  to  Romt» 
by  reason  of  the  edict  of  Claudius,  which  had  prohibited  di 
Jews  to  come  into  that  city. 


♦  JOHN  XV.    13. 

Tins  Umy  conrnandinent^  that  ye  hue  we  another^  as  t 
have  Iwed  yen. 

THE  design  of  our  Blessed  Saviour  in  Coining  into 
the  world  was  firsts  by  his  Atonement  and  pro- 
pitiation to  restore  lost  mankind  to  the  favor  of  God  ; 
and  Aen  to  offer  to  us  a  sublime  Religion^  the  ob- 
servance of  whose  precepts  is  the  express  conditioli  ort 
which  We  shall  be  entitled  to  the  participation  of  the 
happiness  He  had^  previously,  but  conditiodaily,  puf« 
chased  for  us. 

Among  the  several  virtues  comprized  in  (hat  divin6 
code,  I  shall,  at  this  time,  direct  your  attention  to  on6 
fo  particular,  which,  justly,  claims  to  be  engraven  oa 
every  heart — it  is,  the  love  of  pfte  another. 

♦  Never  before  printed* 
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The  command  delivered  in  the  text,  implies,  that  %€ 
vish  every  good  toothers,  and  that  in  their  several  ca- 
pacities and  relations  of  life;  in  the  same  manner  a» 
Justice  compels  us  to  wish  no  harm  to  them:  and,  as 
faith  is  to  shew  itself  by  its  works,  %o  our  love  most 
not  only  have  a  willing  mind,  but  hold  out  an  helping 
ha  ad,  to  promote  their  welfare,  and  contribute  to  their 
comfort*  It  is  the  loving,  not  in  word,  but  ift  deed, 
which  must  "  approve  our  hearts  before  God/*  The 
great  and  eternal  Being  designed  the  happmess  of  man* 
kind ;  and  He  has  enjoined  his  moral  creation,  as  the 
emblem  of  His  authority,  and  the  evidence  of  ibeir  al- 
legiance, to  love  on^  another. 

It  behoves  us  then  to  enquire,  by  what  means  we  are 
to  folfil  the  precept,  at  once  obe}Mng  the  command  of 
God,  and  conducing  to  the  benefit  of  man. 

Is  the  credit  and  reputation  of  our  neighbor  wan« 
tonly  attacked,  or. injuriously  sullied  ?   Is  his  property 
insecure,  or  his  person  endangered  ?    It  is  our  duty  to 
acquaint  him,  should  he  be  ignorant  of  it,  with  his 
situation ;  and  to  contribute  our  advice  and  assistance 
— if  he  require  them — ^as  far  as  prudence  admits,  and 
expedience  warrants.     Do  we  know  him  to  be  guilty 
of  acts,  which  would,  if  divulgec},  occasion  him  per- 
sonal loss,  or  disparage  him  in  general  estimation  ? 
Instead  of,  maliciously,  displaying,  we  are,  industri^^ 
ously>  to  conceal  them.     But  this  caution  is  to  be  re* 
ceived  with  certain  limitations.     His  misconduct  may 
t^reatei)  the  peace,  or  involve  the  ruin,  of  others.    The 
concealment  of  his  fault  might,  in  such  case,  be  injus* 
tice  in  us.  Where,  however,  things  are  dubious,  charity 
will  dispose  us  to  speak  with  reserve,  and  to  judge  with 
partiality,  it  being  a  property  of  evangelical  love,  '*  to 
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*«  think  no  evil/*  Need  I  add,  that  the  words  of  the 
textcomprize  an  absolute  prohibition  of  all  slander  and 
detraction,  of  all  harsh  surmizes,  and  h\st  reports  ? 
We  are  to  consider  ourselves  as  placed,  in  our  several 
stations,  for  the  very  purpose  of  extending  general 
good,  and  of  promoting  each  others'  comfort.  When 
we  meet,  as  the  Samaritan^  did,  with  a  fellow-creature 
oppressed  by  calamity,  and  incapable  of  exertion,  wc 
are  to  pour  oil  into  his  wounds,  and  restoVe  him,  as  far 
as  we  have  the  power,  to  that  state,  from  which  he  can 
derive  credit  to  himself  and  support  to  his  family.  If 
we  see  an  unfortunate  being,  bereft  of  the  necessaries 
of  life,  exposed  to  hunger,  nakedness,  and  cold,  instead 
of  ^  shutting  up  oinr  bowels  of  compassion  from  him,** 
we  are  to  make  bis  situation  oars — not  knowing  how 
soon  it  may  be  so-^nd  supply  him  with  those  com* 
forts  which  his  necessities  claim,  and  our  means  allow. 
There  is  a  stronger  expression  of  love  implied  in  the 
evangelical  precept  of  our  Saviour,  and  that  is,  the 
loving  of  the  soul  of  our  neighbor,  it  being  of  as  much 
more  consequence,  as  the  one  is  more  valuable  than 
the  other.  What  is  in  itself  of  the  most  intrinsic  worth, 
men,  usually,  take  the  greatest  pains  to  secure,  and 
preserve  in  safety.  Now,  our  love  to  the  soul  of  our 
neighbor  is  to  be  shewn  in  a  higher  degree,  and  in  a 
different  manner;  inasmuch  as  one  is  of  greater  value 
than  the  other,  and  the  wants  of  each  are  different. 
The  soul  being  capable  of,  and  subject  to,  grief  and 
sorrow,  such  comfort  is  to  be  administered,  as  will 
assuage  and  remove  them.  '*  A  word,*'  says  the  Wise- 
man, "  spoken  in  due  season,  how  good  is  it!"  To 
suggest,  with  feeling  and  compassion,  to  a  man,  when 
she  hand  of  God  is  heavy  upon  him,  that  *^  whom  the 
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*^  Lord  loveth  He  ebastenechj  and  scourgeth  every  ope 
<^  ^hom  He  receivctb,"  may,  by  God  s  blessing,  blunt 
the  shaqpness  of  the  arrow,  and  extract  the  venom  froia 
the  wound.  To  set  before  him  the  declaration  of  tbe 
Psalmistf  ^^  that  it  was  good  for  him  that  he  had  been 
•*  in  trouble,  because  he,  thereby,  learned  God's 
'<  commandments,"  may,  through  the  concurrence  of 
divine  Grace,  in^part  support  in  difficulties,  and  resig*- 
jiation  in  afflictions.  To  ,urge  to  the  desponding 
Pod's  mercy  and  compassion ;  and  to  the  impenitent, 
His  patience  and  long-suffering,  accompanied  with  His 
own  declaration,  that  ^^  He  will  repay  them  that  hate 
^^  Hini  to  their  face,  to  destroy  them/'  inay  administer 
consolation  to  the  one,  and  awaken  repentance  in  the 
other.  To  shew  him,  who  s^tisfie^  himself  with  a  merp 
attends^nc^  on  the  ordinances  of  Religion,  without 
amendment  of  life,  and  sanctificatiqn  of  heart,  that  it  ii 
))0t  tho  offering  of  the  lips,  but  tbe  ^^  worshippioig  of 
'^  God  in  i^pirit  and  in  truth/'  which  is  alone  an  ac^ 
ceptable  service ;  may  lead  him  to  represent  the  AU 
mighty  to  his  mind  as  a  Beings  who  exacts  of  all  tba( 
draw  nigh  unto  Him,  clean  hands,  and  pure  hearts* 
To  entourage  us  s^U  to  fulfil,  in  this  sensej^  (he  com- 
mandment delivered  unto  us;  let  us  remember  tbe  dcs 
claration  of  an  Apostle^  that  ^^  he  that  conyertetb  s^ 
'^  sinner  from  the  error  of  his  way,  shall  save  a  soul 
^^  from  deaths  and  shall  hide  a  multitude  of  sins." 

^^  This  is  my  commandment,  that  ye  love  one  an-^ 
V  other,  as  I  have  loved  you." 

Christian  charity  extends  itself  further  than  to  thi^ 
Church,  even  to  the  whole  race  of  mankind;  no.t 
merely  to  Christians,  but  to  the  very  enemies  of  Chris^ 
tianity.    Every  man  bears  the  image  of  God,  and  par«> 
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ttdpates,  wkfi  uf|  the  common  rature  of  tit^mwity. 
Our  Lord,  thererore^  gave  this  expreis  £0aiman(l  to 
His  ditfdples—^^  love  your  enemies ;  Uest  them  that 
^^  curse  yaut  do  good  to  them  that  bate  you,  and  pray 
^«  for  them  that,  despitefiilly,  use  you,  and  persecute 
^  you/'  Desoended,  as  we  are,  from  the  same  com- 
mon parent,  we  should,  therefore,  ^^  be  kindly  aSec« 
^  tioBcd  one  towards  anothtf  ,*'  as  branches  nourished 
All  by  the  same  sap,  and  proceeding  all  from  the  same 
root.  It  was  the  will  of  our  Blessed  Lord«  that  ^<  none 
^  should  perish^  but  that  all  should  have  everlasting 
**  lifie ;"  He  loved  His  enemies,  He  prayed  for  their 
conversion,  and  died  for  their  sins :  teaching  us,  bere-» 
by»  to  cultivate,  in  our  hearts,  benevolent  affections; 
to  suppress  wrath,  to  extirpate  hatred ;  to  establish  ft 
principle  of  love  towards  all  men,  and  to  Kve,  invari* 
ably,  under  the  influence  of  it.  We  receive,,  it  may 
be,  insults  from  one  man,  and  injuries  from  another. 
But  they  profess  the  same  faith,  participate  the  same 
Sacramenu,  believe  in  the  same  God,  and  rely  on  the 
same  Redeemer,  We  meet  in  the  house  of  God,  if 
not  as  personal  friends,  yet,  as  fellow  Christians;  we 
plier  our  joint  prayers  and  praises  at  the  throne  of 
Grace ;  we  walk  in  the  same  path  to  heaven ;  it,  there* 
fore,  becomes  our  bounden  duty  to  encourage,  assist, 
and  suppoit  each  other  in  the  way.  ^^  We  aire  mem« 
^^  bers  one  of  another,''  being  united  in  the  mystical 
body  of  Christ,  Are  we,  further  of  the  same  commu« 
nion  ?  We  have,  then,  the  same  common  religious 
interests;  we  pray  for  the  same  common  mercies;  we 
return  thanks  for  the  same  common  blessings;  and 
have,  therefore,  additional  arguments  to  plead  for  tho 
exei^cise  of  our  love  towards  those  who  may  have  icN 

H  4  jured 


Digitized  by 


Google 


104  Si.  Bamahas  the  Apostle. 

jured  us,  besides  their  being  men  by  nalure^  and  Chris- 
tians  by  Adoption. 

The  necessity,  and  the  use,  of  this  doctrine  will,  fur- 
ther,  appear^  when  we  consider  the  example  of  our 
Saviour's  love  to  us.  "  This  is  my  commandment, 
"  that  ye  love  one  another,  as  I  have  loved  you." 

Our  Blessed  Redeemer,  in  these  words,  not  only  en- 
joins  His  disciples  to  love  one  another,  because  He 
loved  them ;  but  He,  further,  instructs  them  how,  and 
in  what  degree,  they  should  love  one  another ;  and 
then  proposes  His  jove  towards  them  as  their  measure 
of  duty,  and  standard  of  excellence.     How  great  His 
love  was  towards  them,  they  could  not,  possibly,  be 
ignorant :  He,  therfcforc,  impressed  upon  them  "  His 
<^  own  example,  that  they  should  follow  His  steps." 
Instructive  was  that  example,  and  cogent  must  have 
been  the  arguments,  which  occurred  to  their  minds,  to 
persuade  them  to  treasure  it  up  in  their  hearts,  and 
pursue  it  in  their  conduct.    Should  they  be  exalted  to 
bigh  stations,  and  endowed  with  worldly  riches  and  dis 
tinguished  honors,  and  their  brethren  stand  in  need  of 
their  assistance,  they  were  not  to  overlook  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  unfortunate  with  indifference,  or  treat  diem 
with  contempt,  but  were  to  be,  strictly,  observant  of 
the  glorious  pattern,  which  their  Master  had  set  before 
them.     He  was  God  from  all  eternity,  "  far  above  all 
•*  dominions,  or  principalities,  or  powers."     But,  for 
the  sake  of  man,  "  He  einptied  Himself  of  His  glory, 
^^  was  made  of  no  reputation,  and  took  upon  Him  the 
<^  form  of  a  servant,  being  made  in  the  likeness  of 
"«'  men."     Such  was  His  love;  healing,  thereby  the 
diseases  of  our  souls,  redeeming  us  from  sin  and  death, 
and  revealing  to  us  the  whole  will  of  his  Father. — Thou 
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liast  been  tedeemed  from  everlasting  destruction  by  the 
iuercy  of  thy  Saviour,  wilt  thou  refuse  shewing  mercy 
10  thy  distressed  brethren,  the  representatives  of  Him; 
who  reconciled  thee  to. God?  What  lesson  does  Hie 
teaeb  thee  by  humbling  himself  so  far  as  to  become 
^'  a  man  of  sorrows,  and  acquainted  with  griefj''  as  to 
take  upon  Him  thy  sins,  and  bear  thy  infirmities^  and 
to  submit  Himself  to  death,  even  the  death  of  the  croii 
—and  all  this  at  the  very  time,  when  thou  wert  an  utter 
enemy  to  Him  ?  Thy  goodness  extends  not  to  Him— « 
shew  then  thy  sense  of  His  abundant  love  by  the  exer-^ 
dseof  kindness  to  the  distressed^  and  of  good-will  to 
the  offending. 

In  order  to  enforce,  more  powerfully,  the  precept 
contained  in  the  text,  I  shall,  in  conclusion,  lay  down 
some  of  those  motives  we  fa^ve  to  the  practice  of  thit 
duty. 

The  heathen  philosophy  aspired  no  higher  than  16 
continue  to  do  good  to  those,  who  had  requited  kind- 
liesses  with  indifference,  and  obligations  with  contempt. 
But  to  love  our  enemies,  and  to  entreat  heaven  with 
our  supplications  in  favor  of  them  that  persecute  us,  is 
the  command  of  Christ,  and  the  practice  of  Christians 
only,  by  means  of  which  we  resemble  Him  from  whom 
our  being  is  derived ;  *^  who  xi^aketh  His  sun  to  shine 
<^  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good,  and  sendeth  rain  on  the 
**  just  and  on  t)ie  unjust/*  God  the  Father,  desirous 
of  beinig  reconciled  to  His  rebellious  creatures,  pro^ 
posed  the  means  of  our  Salvation;  God  the  Son  cheer> 
fully  undertook,  and  affectionately  accomplished,  the 
gracious  purpose;  God  the  Holy  Ghost  co-operates 
with  our  wills,  enabling  us,  thereby,  ^^  to  make  our 
♦»  calling  and  election  sure."    What  acknowleg^ment 
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.do  loch  mercies  demand  ?  Tiie  only  one  we  can  ofi^ 
189^10  love  one  another/'  For,  as  St.  John  argues, 
^  he  that  loveth  not  his  brother,  whom  be  hath  seen^ 
^  how  x:an  he  love  God,  whoiD  be  hath  not  seen  ? 
^  And  this  commandment  have  we  from  Him«  thut  be 
^  who  loveth  God^  love  his  brother  also.**  The  mo» 
punctual  attendance  on  public  worship,  the  iovariabla 
leelebrauon  of  private  prayer,  and  the  uniform  (4»er^ 
wance  of  the  CospeLordinancest  without  kindness  au4l 
afection  to  our  fellow-creatures,  will  aU  be  unaccept^ 
able  in  the  eyes  of  our  Heavenly  Father.  When  we 
shall  be  assembled  ^^  before  the  Judgpieat-seat  of 
^  Christ,  Fo  receive  according  to  what  we  have  done 
f^  in  the  bodys**  the  kindnesses  we  have  shewn  to  those 
who  needed  them,  will  not  be  forgotten.  ^^  Verily,  I 
^^  say  Unto  you,  inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  mifie 
*^  one  of  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done 
^  it  unto  me." 

A  second  motive  ic^  the  practice  of  this  duly,  v^  tbe 
consideration  that  our  interest  is  implied  in  it.  In*- 
terest,  it  must  be  allowed,,  usually,  prepoixlerates  in 
all  our  transactions.  And  to  neglect  it,  when  it  is  not 
inconsistent  with  our  duty,  is  accoumed,  by  wise  and 
good,  men,  not  merely  a  want  of  wisdom,  but  a  proof 
of  folly.  Our  interest  is  in  this  command  so  greatly 
concerned,  as  to  threaten  us  with  such  consequences, 
as  will  (ar  outweigh  any  imaginary  advantage  we  might 
propose  to  ourselves  by  the  violation  of  it.  The  for- 
givcnesa  of  injuries  done  to  us,  as  made  by  God  an  in- 
dispensable condition  of  the  obtaining  remission  of  our 
sins  committed  against  Hiin.  In  the  Lord's  Prayer 
we  are  taught  to  supplicate^  and  to  expect,  pardon  of 
God,  upon  tbp  c^tpress  condition  of  our  forgiving 
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dhori— ^^  forgive  us  our  sinst  Ha  wc  fot give  evoiy  otm 
<^  that  is  indebted  to  us."  Aod  our  Saviour^  ^ftcr  th^ 
recital  of  the  whojie  prater,  giv^  us  tbis  reason  for  it««^ 
^'  for,  if  ye  forgive  liien  their  irespasses,  your  Heaven}^ 
«  Father  will  also  forgive  you.  But  if  you  forgive 
^<  not  men  their  trespa««eS|  neither  will  your  Heavenly 
^  Father  forgive  jroiir  treipaasei."  Compare  ye  the 
greatness  of  jthe  reward  promised  to  the  performanGe 
of  the  ditty  of  Ipving  our  brethnm,  and  forgiving  tfadr 
oSenc^ts,  with  the  supposed  advantages  arising  £rom  ifae 
contrary  practice,  and  tbeq  aay  liiat  you  sbaU  lose  by 
the  viol^Q09  vhat  you  shall  gain  by  the  observasiMy 
qf  the  precept?  Jn  tlie  mie  cn^e,  you  may  feel  a  mean 
gratification  from  your  ndgfabar'a  4istr€S9et«->*wbicl| 
will  soon  be  followed  with  remorse  of  cooacieiioet  an4 
jSgony  of  mind ;  andj  in  the  words  of  our  Blessed  S9* 
viour,  by  exacting  one  hundred  pence  of  your  fellows 
servant,  you  yourself  will  lose  the  forgiveness  of  tei| 
thousand  ulents  at  the  hand  of  God. 

The  last  motive  I  shall  mention  to  the  observance 
of  this  duty  is,  that  it  is  the  special  command  of  ouv 
tord  himself. 

There  is  not  pne  jjrecept  of  the  Gospel  more  fre- 
quently repeated,  and  more  earnestly  inculcated,  than 
this  of  loving  one  another.  We  *f  call  Christ  our 
"  Lord  and  Mfisier :  and  we  do  well ;  for  so  He  is.** 
But  then  \ye  are  to  pay  that  reverence,  and  obedience^ 
to  His  commands  v/hiqh  constitute  the  essential  parts  of 
the  duties  of  servants.  We  have  enlisted  under  the 
banners  of  Christ.  The  word  Christian  implies  a  ser- 
vant, and  disciple  of  Christ,  of  whom  He  hath  made 
this  duty  the  token  by  whiph  He  is  knpwn  to  be  our 
Waster,  and  we  to  belong  to  His  family.    ♦^  By  ^is 
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^  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciplesi  if  ye 
**  have  love  one  towards  another/'  He,  then,  who 
Hrefuses  to  fulfil  this  duty,  discatds  the  profession,  and 
renounces  the  blessings,  of  Christianity.  On  the  other 
band,  ^^  if  we  fulfil  the  Royal  Law,*'  as  it  is  called  by 
St.  James,  <^  of  loving  our  neighbor  as  ourselves^  we 
■^  do  well,*'  and  shall,  as  the  reward  of  our  obedience, 
receiYe  eternal  life.    "■ 

See,  then,  O  Christian,  thy  obligations  to  the  per- 
fonnance  of  this  duty;  the  example  of  thy  Saviour  and 
thy  God  to  teach,  His  commands  to  engage,  His  terrors 
to  alarm.  His  mercies  to  entice  thee,  accompanied  with 
peace  of  mind,  and  approbation  of  heart.  Happy  is 
the  man  who  fulfils  such  obligation  {  He  is  an  heir 
A)f  God,  a  jotnt-heir  of  Christ,  and  when  the  last  trum- 
pet shall  awake  him  to  Judgment,  bis  name  Yiil  be 
fcund  written  in  the  book  of  life ! 
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S  E  R  M  O  N    X; 

^r.   JOHN  BAPTISTS  DAY. 


THE  Church  has  cekbrated  the  nativity  of  this  Samt  at  ifae 
has  don.e  the  martyrdom,  or,  day  of  death*  of  other  Saints* 
For  Su  John  the  Baptist,  though  he  laid  down  his  life  for 
the  truth  of  his  preaching ;  yet  he  was  not  a  Christtan 
martyr,  as  our  Saviour's  Apostles  were,  who  suffered  in  tes« 
timony  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.    However,  his  me- 
mory was  celebrated  by  the  Christian  Church,  because  fat 
was  the  fore-runner  of  our  Blessed  Lor^,  and,  by  preaching 
the  doctrine  of  repentance,  paved. the  way  for  publishing 
the  GospeU    His  birth  was  foretold .  by  an  Angel,  and 
brought  to  pass  after  an  uncommon  manner,  his  mother  be- 
ing past  the  usual  time  of  child-bearing  when  she  conceived 
him.     His  office  of  being  the  harbinger  or  fore-runner  of 
Christ  was  predicted  by  the  Prophets.    Malachi  calls  hjm 
•*  the  messenger  to  prepare  the  way  of  the  Lord.*'    And 
Isaiah  calls  him  "  the  voice  of  one  crying  in  the  wilderness^ 
.    <«  prepare  ye  the  way  of  \\\t  Lord."    He  lived. an  austere 
.    and  ascetic  life ;  and  till  the  time  of  his  preaching,  took  to  4 
retirement  in  the  wilderness,  feeding  upon  locusts,  a  sort  of 
grasshoppers,  in  that  country,  and  wild  honey,  which  the 
bees  had  made  within  the  hollows  of  trees.     His  apparel 
vras  suitable  to  this  hermetical  life,   being  only  a  rough 
garment  of  camel's  hair,  tied  to  him  with  a  leathern  girdle. 
He  seemed  to  be  an  imitator  of  the  Prophet  Elijah,  whd 
lived  a  life  of  a  not  much  unlike  nature ;  whereupon  the 
prophetical  predictions  of  him  give  him  the  same  name.  He 

had 


Digitiz'ed  by 


Google 


1  ^r> 

bad  a  divine  conmimion  by  the  Holy  Sj^irit  of  God,  to  ad- 
miniater  the  rite  bf  Baptism  to  those  who  repented  of  their 
ains ;  and  our  Saviour  was  pleased  to  confirm  the  truth  of 
his  mission  by  partaking  ff  thai  holy  ceremony  at  his  hands, 
the  Baptist^  at  the  same  time,  acknowleging  Him  to  be  the 
Messias.  He  was  imprisoned  by  Herod  for  preaching  against 
bis  incestuous  marriage  with  Herodias*  bii  brother's  wife, 
and  afterwards,  by  the  art!  d  thai  enraged  woman,  was  be« 
headed. 


♦  ISAIAH  xl.  3,  4,  5» 

The  voict  (^bim  that  crietb  in  the  wilderiussy  Prepare 

ye  the  way  of  the  Lord^  make  straigbt  in  the  desert  a 

bigitnvayfor  euf  God. 
flvery  vuUey  shall  be  exaked^  and  every  mcttntain  and  hill 

shall  he  made  low  ,•  and  the  crooked  shall  h^  made 

strmgbt^  and  the  rough  places  plam  : 
Afidtbe  glory  of  the  Lord  shall  be  revealed^  and  all  fie sh 

shall  see  it  together :  /or  the  mouth  of  the  Lord  bath 

spoken  it* 

THE  cbapt^fy  of  which  these  words  ate  a  part,  is 
a  prophetic  description^  first  of  John  the  Bdp- 
tin,  the  ferc-runiicr  of  our  Lord,  who  was  to  prepare 
His  way ;  and  afccrwards  of  the  Apostles^  ivho  were 
^o  publish  the  glad  tiding^  of  Salvation  to  all  nations. 
We  meet,  also,  with  another  prophecy  of  John  the 
Baptist  in  Malachi»  the  last  jprophet  of  the  Jewish 
jCburcb-^^  Behold  I  will  scsd  my  mcsBcngcri  and 

f  Nerer  befetfe  printed. 
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5«  be  thall  pitpore  Uie  vay  belbie  me ;  eren  the  me»- 
^  leoger  of  the  Covenant  vhom  ye  deltghc  in ;  be* 
f^  hold  he  shall  come)  satth  die  Lord  of  hostd.**  As 
ihts  celebrated  personage  vaa  tKXounced  ^  more  fhaa 
f*  a  pr^fihel;  as  one  born  of  woman  had  never  risea 
f^  so  great  as  John;"  as  he  was>  particularly^  ^p** 
pointed  to  be  the  messenger  of  the  MoK  Higbf  and  to 
prepwe  His  way ;  some  reflectiom  upon  his  o£Boe  and 
characteri  as  they  will  be  correspondei^  to  the  service 
of  the  Church  on  this  day,  will,  it  may  be  presumed^ 
aCford  us  lessons  of  uie  and  instruction. 
.  Tbe  office  of  Jokn  the  Baptist,  considered  as  die 
messenger  of  Christ,  and  what  h6  did  to  prepare  the 
way  of  the  Mes6iah~io  dispoae  men  to  embrace  the 
ReKgMi  that  would  be  propounded  to  tfaem-^is  do- 
•cribed  with  great  propriety  in  thia  antient  custom. 
For  it  yam  usualy  ia  those  times,  to  send  a  messenger 
before  princes  and  men  of  emincnoe  and  distinction,  to 
take  care  that  uneven  roads  were  made  Isvei,  and  all 
itspediments  temovad  out  of  the  way,  that  they  oaig^ 
.puf SUIT  their  journqr  with  greater  ease,  alid  with 
wmnsemipted  *  expeditionL  ' 
.  iM ua neat  coodder  what isimpfifid  in  the  figuf»- 
liveexpfessions  of  tbe  ProfdieL 

Prid«  and  vain^gtory  were  the  monaCains  ha  was  to 
hm^  loM^-^men  of  meek  and  humble  aainds  we#e  the 
valfies  he  waa  to  exidt-N»hypocrisy  and  fraud  were  the 
crooked  wsya  he  was  to  make  itfaightr-oppreasioa  and 
.tti()astice  the  ro«^  pkoos  he  waa  to  make  platm 

This  imerpretatioft  will  be  found  to  agree  wtii  tbe 
.account  given  in  xhA  New  Testament  cf  die  h$^i%^% 

^  TheiefreputcioQs  wers  eapraisd  in  thcGroelc  w^^fnfm^^ 
6  pre^clyng : 
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preaching :  ^*  he  preached  in  the  wilderness  ofjode^ 
^  sayings  repent  ye^  for  the  kingdom  of  heaveii  is  at 
**  hand/'  The  exhortation  "repent  ye,"  corresponds 
•with  what  the  voice  in  Isaiah  was  to  utter — ^*  prepare 
^  ye  the  way  of  the  Lord,  imike  straight  )n  the  desert 
•^  an  highway  for  our  God/-  And  the  reason  upon 
•which  this  exhortation  is  grounded,  '^  for  the  kingr 
.**  dom  of  heaven  is  at  hand,'*"  agrees  in  like  manner 
with  that  in  I  wah>  *'  and  the  glory  of  the  Lxml  shaU 
•  •*  be  revealed." 

But  the  preparation  to  be  made  by  John  the* Baptist 
fiar  the  advent  of  the  Messiah,  is  more  literally  ex- 
prtssed  by  the  Prophet  Malachf — ^^  He  shall  turn  the 
*^  heart  of  the  fathers  to,**  or,  as  the  best  interpreters 
have  it^  *^  with  the  children,  and  the  heart  of  the  chil* 
>*dren  with  their  fadiers*' — he  shall  prepare  persons  of 
all  ages  and  conditions  to  receive  the  Messiah^  and 
embrace  the  Religion^  which  He  was  about  to  publish 
to  the  world.  Or,  as  the  Angel  explains  it  in  St.  Luke» 
•^  he  shall  tarn  the  hearts  of  the  disobedient  to  the 
^  wisdom  of  the  just,  and  make  roidy  a  people  pre- 
•♦  pared  for  the  Lord."  In  a  word|  the  employment 
of  John  the  Bs^st^  as  the  messenger  of  Christ,  was  to 
reform  every  vice  and  corruption  in  his  cotmtrymeil^ 
«jthat  they  might  be  the  better  disposed  to  acknowlege 
the  Saviour  of  mankind,  whose  object  was  to  intro^ 
duce,  and  esublish,  a  new  Religiot^  consnting  of  tbe 
sublimest  doctrines  and  the  purest  precepts. 

It  may  here  be  objected,  that  the  Prophet  Malacbi 
speaks  of  Elijah  as  the  forerunner,  who  was  to  restore 
all  things  \  which  was  the  received  opinion,  and  general 
belief,  of  the  Jewish  nation.  When  tbe  Scribes,  m 
ihe  presence  of  our  Lord,  insisted  that  Elias  must 
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prbcede  tbe  coming  of  the  Messiah,  He  allowed  that 
tfaere  was. a  promise  of  an  £lias  to  come^  but  that  he 
was  otaie  aiifeady— "  if  ye,  will  receive  it,  this," — 
speaking  of  John  the  Baptist-^^'  h  £Iias  which  was 
*^  foe  to  come.".  And  that  onr  Blessed  Saviour  might 
satisfy  the  doubts,  and  remove  the  objections,  which 
mighty  dthetwise^  hkve  pierpfe^ed  the  Jews  on  this  sub« 
jec^  He  informs  them^  '^  that  all  the  Prophets  pro^ 
^  phesied  until  John,  and  if  they  \Vo\Ad  but  receive 
^^  it,"  ihatis^  thib  tfue  meaning  of  the  prophecies^  they 
taugjht  be  convinced  thlat  John  the  Baptist  was  the 
persoii  forcfotd  under  the  name  andchalracter  of  Elias; 
wfao^  as  it  i^  expressed  in  St.  Luke,  was  to  '^  go  before 
^^  the  Me^ah^  the  face  of  the  Lord,  to  prepare  his 
*^  Ways." 

One  difficulty  reibains  to  be  redaov^d — whkh  is, 
that  the  aatne  natee  Is  applied  in  Scripture  to  two  dif-^ 
ferent  pevsons.  If  we  examine  and  conSipare  the  ac^ 
count  which  the  Sacred  Writings  give  of  John  the 
Baptist  and  of  Elijah,  we  shall  perceive  a  near  resem-r 
blance  m  ihe  manners  aiid  characters  of  these  twa 
shining  ligbtsw  Elijah  lived  in  the  forest  of  Moiunt  Car« 
siel ;  John  the  Baptist  was  the  voice  of  one  crying  in 
ibe  wUderoeis  of  Judea.  They  were  both  distinguished 
by  an  abstemious,  and  mortified,  life.  They  were 
both  remarkable  for  the  zeal  they  shewed,  and  the  per- 
secutions they  underwent,  in  reforming  the  prevailing 
vices  of  the  times  in  which  they,  severally,  lived.  If 
Elijah  reproved  Jezebel  and  Ahab  for  their  covetous* 
ness,  oppression,  and  other  enoripities,  John  the  Bap- 
tist pointed  the  same  censures  against  Herod  and  He- 
rodias  for  their  incestuous  marriage.  Elijah  and  John 
the  Baptist  were  so  much  alike  in  their  dress,  and  in 
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their  whole  conduct,  thia  it  might  well  justify  ttiel&cripK 
tares  in  giving  the  name  oTEKjah  to  John  die  Bafmst; 
The  saine>  if  liot  greater,  liberties  have  been  ttten  bf 
other  ^  wrifiors,  when  ihere  has  noit  been  %o  near  a  re^ 
^enblance  between  two  perso»  in  d»r  ^aiJties, 
offices,  and  actions. 

*  Let  us  now  proceed  x»  ^w  how  wdl  John  the 
teptiftt  W9S  qualified  t^  be  the  iKssenger  of  Chri^» 
nnd  W  pvepaire  His  way. 

'  The  evangelical  precepts  pnucribed  by  the  Baptist 
IMsty  fiecessarily,  be  en&tled  to  the  approbatidft  d 
every  man,  who  comutts  present,  and  is  soHetfotH 
about  futun?^  bsM>pine8s«  But  however  wisdom  0ay 
kug^est,  and  inieresk  enfonee,  the  Aiiy  of  Kbdbring 
ourselves  acceptable  to  the  Almighty,  if  ^*  teen  be- 
<**  coane  like  cbe  deaf  addet  wftich  stop^h  her  ears, 
tf  riie  cbartner  wiH  never  be  heard,  charm  be  ewtr  sd 
**  wfiKly.'*  The  t  ^wish  historian  confirmawhtt  the 
£v«ngeli6ts  declaie  of  that  generation  of  mett  the 
Baptist  wa^ft^it  to  refortt»— to  cowvinae  byttigMicmtt 
and  persuade  by  ewtx^aty-Hliat  tibey  wane  AotCNwat 
for  the  eoaniussion  of  every  d^Wne  #hidi  tendered 
fbem  abominaMie  in  the  eyes  of  men,  aiid  odbos  in 
Ihe  sight  of  God.    Upvn  bearers  ctf  such  a  d»»tipcio4 

•  Cicero,  iahJi  Onrttmi  in  Q.  CeeiUmn,  calH  Vtnrct,  wiko  hi| 
4ooe«ne  wdrchx  action,  Mkxriuf  6caeTQ!a« 
Vir^ii  c^s  Tanma  another  AcUUd : 

— — —  alius  Latia  jam  partqt  Ackilks 
Natus  &  ipse  Dei. 

'  eront  etiam  altera  bcllt 

Atqqc  hemm  id  Trojam  magntm  xnittcttir  Achllfet , 

,     t  J9ifphaiw 
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itccH^d  Qot  be  expected  that  tbe  preacher  could  make 
-even  tbe  slightest  impression^  had  not  their  attemian 
been  awakened,  their  interest  excited^  and  their  con« 
science  akrmed»  by  visible  characters,  which  declared 
him  to  be  sent  from  God.  Had  he  aatumed  the  office 
of  baptizing  with  the  baptism  of  repentance,  and  of 
preaching  the  doctrine  of  the  kingdom  of  God>  with-* 
out  being  commissioned  by  a  divine  appointment,  tho 
Jews,  instead  of  being  ^<  baptized  of  him  in  Jordan^ 
^*  confessing  their  sins,"  would  have  rejected  him  as 
an  impostor^  and  his  word  as  a  fable;  or,  at  least, 
bave  put  this  question  to  him  which  they,  after*^ 
wards,  (fid  to  our  Blessed  Lord-^^'  by  what  authority 
^^  doest  thou  these  things,  and  who  gave  thee  this 
<«  audiority?" 

It  Biust,  indeed,  be  acknowleged,  that  a  person 
legvded  as  a  messeng^  sent  from  God,  is  enabled  to 
publish  His  will  with  greater  advantage,  and  more 
abundant  success,  than  he  who  has  no  otl^r  creden* 
tials  than  wayward  zeal  on  the  one  hand,  or  abilitiei 
Bierdy  natural,  or  acquired,  on  the  dther.  False 
teachers,  therefore,  sensible  of  the  extent  of  power, 
and  command  of  authority,  which  accompany  a  divine 
commission,  or  personal  inspiration,  always  pretend  to 
be  tbe  messengers  of  Heaven,  that  they  may  more 
tieacberously  deceive,  and  more  effectually  impose 
upon,  the  credulous  multitude. 

I  shall  only  observe  that  Salvation,  being  of  in« 
finite,  moment,  we  ought  to  examine  with  care,  and 
receive  with  caution,  all  such  pretences;  for  they 
who  make  them,  unless  they  can  demonstrate 
thdr  being  **  sent  of  God,*"  prove  only  their  con« 
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fidcnce  and  presumptiori,  their  conceit  and  hypa^ 

crisy. 

•    Our  next  enquiry  is,  what  reason  the  Jews  had  to 

believe,  that  John  was  a  Prophet  sent  from  God,  and 

in  what  respect  he  was  qualified  *•  to  prepare  the  way" 

for  the  coming  of  the  Messiah. 

His  miraculous  birth,  and  the  foretelling  of  it  by 
an  angel — ihe  prophetic  declaration  of  his  father  Za- 
charias,  that  he  should  "  be  called  the  Prophet  of  the 
*'  Highest,  and  should  go  before  the  face  of  the  Lord 
^*  to  prepare  His  way — to  give  knowlege  of  Salva«» 
**  tion  to  His  people,  and  Irght  to  them  that  sit  in 
"  darkness  and  the  shadow  of  death,  and  guide  their 
•^  feet  in  the  way  of  peace** — these  things  impressed 
the  Jews  with  the  expectation,  that  he  was  sent  to  ac-* 
complish  some  great  design  of  Providence,  and  ex- 
torted from  them  an  exclamation  of  surprize — "  what 
"  manner  of  child  shall  this  be!"  And  when  they 
observed  the  whole,  the  very  minutest  parts,  of  his 
life  to  correspond,  exactly,  to  what  the  Prophets  had 
foretoldy  they  required  no  other  proof  of  his  being  a 
messenger  sent  from  Heaven.  To  this  circumstance 
it  is,  that  we,  chiefly,  attribute  the  unexampled  success 
of  his  ministry:  for  the  Scripture  informs  us,  that 
^  there  went  out  unto  him  all  the  lan.d  of  Judea,  and 
•*  they  of  Jerusalem,  and  were  baptized  of  him  in 
^*  Jordan,  confessing  their  sins.  When  Herod  would 
**  have  put  him  to  death,"  we  read  that  ^^  he  feared 
**  the  people,  because  all  counted  John  as  a  Prophet: 
<'  nay  sonie  mused  in  their  hearts^  whether  he  was 
<^  not  the  Christ."  Receiving  then,  as  he  did,  such 
astonishing  deference  and  respect,  his  doctrine  was  emr 
braced  with  the  most  favorable  dispositions,  and  he 
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demonstrated  himself  more  effectually  qualified  forthe 
discharge  of  that  office  to  which  Ke  had  received  a 
divine  appointment. 

But  if  the  impressions  made  upon  the  people  in  his 
favor,  from  the  circumstances  of  his  miraculous  birth^ 
and  exemplary  life,  gave  success  to  his  ministry  ;  the 
instructions  which  he  conveyed  to  them  were  well 
adapted  to  render  them  *'  a  people  prepared  for  the 
^  Lord."  The  doctrine  which  he  most  earnestly  en- 
forced, was  that  of  "  repentance,  or  amendment,  for 
^  the  remission  of  sins" — a  doctrine  which  he  urged 
with  the  utmost  power  upon  his  hearers,  as  the  special 

•  means  of  **  preparing  the  way  of  the  Lord,"  and  of 
receiving  that  Gospel  which  should  be  "  preached  to 
•*  all  nations*' — a  doctrine  free  from  perplexing  sub- 
tleties, and  words  of  doubtful  disputation— a  doctrine, 
which  was  an  appeal  to  every  sinner  to  reform  his  owir 
vices. 

Thus  he  exhorted  "  the  soldiers  to  do  violence  to 
"  no  man,  neither  to  accuse  any  falsly,  and  to  be 
**  content  with  their  wages:*'  he  warned  the  Publi- 
cans, who  were  farmers  of  the  Roman  tribute,  against 
oppression,  and  injustice.  This  mode  of  preaching 
was  fixing  every  man's  thoughts  upon  "  the  sin  ^vhich 

**  most  easily  beset  him,"  and,  in  effect,  addressing 

him  in  words  like  those  of  Nathan  to  David,  "  thou^art 
^  the  man." 
I  must,  further,  observe,  with  respect  to  the  cha-* 

ractcr  of  John  the  Baptist,  that  no  history  affords  a 

brighter  example  of  genuine  humility,  and  religious 

courage. 

When  the  Jews  sent  **  Priests  and  Levites  to  him, 

••  saying,  Who  art  thou  ?"  he  immediately  declared^ 

I  3  "  I  am 
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«'  I  am  not  the  Christ.     Art  thou  ElUs,  or  one  of 
«  the  Prophets  ?"    He,  modestly,  corrects  the  high 
opinion  they  had  entertained  of  him,  respectfully  de- 
clines the  distinguished  honor  they  were  prepared  to 
pay  him,  and  returns  this  humble  answer  in  the  words 
of  the    Prophet—**  I  am  the  voice  of  one  crying 
^  in  the  wilderness,  make  straight  the  way  of  the 
«*  Lord."     He  then  proceeds,  **  He  it  is,"  that  is. 
He  the  Christ,  «*  who  coming  after  me,  is  preferred 
**  before  me,"  to  whom  I  am  not  worthy  to  do  the 
aoeanest  oflBces.    He  declares  that  he  saw  the  Spirit  of 
God  descend  upon  Christ,  and  light  upon  Him,  and 
heard  this  wonderful  attesution  from  heaven—^**  this 
<*  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleased.**  Ho 
twice  aflBrms  that  Christ  was  **  the  Lamb  of  God  that 
<^  taketh  away  the  sins  of  the  world."   In  this  manner 
did  the  Baptist  divert  the  thoughu  of  his  hearers,  and 
of  the  Jewish  nation,  from  his  own  merit,  and  direct 
them  to  the  divine  perfections  of  Christ,  the  end  of 
whose  mission  was  to  reform  a  corrupt,  and  redeem  a 
guilty,  world. 

And  as  he  could  not  be  tempted  by  the  gilded  baiu 
of  praise  and  honor,  so  neither  coUld  he  be  deterred 
}^y  the  awful  terrors  of  imprisonment  and  deadi  from 
an  undeviating  atuchment  to  the  cause  of  truth  and 
Heligion.    He  boldly  rebuked  vice,  **  without  respea 
•*  of  persons :"  he  held  no  man,  however  rich  and 
powerful,  in  admiration^   **  because  of  advantage/* 
{Iven  Herod  the  king  of  Judea,  was  the  objoct  of  bis 
severe  reproofs  for  his  incestuous  marriage,  and  '^  for 
<^  all  the  evil  he  had  done  ;"  but,  instead  of  profiting 
by  such  reproofs,  he  persecuted  the  faithful  reprover^ 
He  was,  in  consequence,  <faragged  to  prison,  where  hm 
a  suffered 
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suffered,  patiently^  for  the  truth's  sake,  until  he  died  %, 
ipartyr  to  that  integrity  which  his  precepts,  and  ex- 
ampleji  had  $0  strongly  recommended  ta  ^eperal  prac- 
tice and  individual  imitation. 

After  this  manner  were  the  virtues  of  John  the 
Baptist  instrumental  in  preparing  men  to.receive  Christ, 
^nd  eipbrace  Christianity ;  inasmuch  as  they  enfarce4 
his  own  precepts,  and  added  abundant  weight,  and  ir- 
i^istiblp  authority,  to  his  testimony  of  the  only-begot* 
ien  Son  of  God,  the  Messiah  of  the  Jews,  the  Re- 
deemer of  the  Gentiles* 

One  reflection  arises  from  what  has  been  said.  The 
Jews  were  ready  to  hear  the  instructions  of  John  the 
JBaptis^  from  the  great  esteem  in  which  he  was  holdei^ 
J>y  them.  And  whoever  would  recommend  the  Gospel 
of  Christ  to  the  observance  of  men,  must  always  b^ 
able  to  address  them,  with  confidence^  in  the  language 
of  the  Apostle,  **  Be  ye  followers  of  me,  as  1  ain 
^*  jilso  of  Christ.**  He,  like  the  Baptist,  must  be 
distinguished  by  the  amiable  virtues  of  mieekness  and 
humility,  of  forbearance  and  forgiveness;  by  9  bene* 
volent  disposition  manifesting  itself  in  n  readiness  tg 
perform  all  l^ind  and  charitable  offices :  in  this  m^nnef 
mu$(  h|e  procure  the  esteem,  the  reverence,  and  th$ 
fiffeption^,  of  n^en.  But  then,  '^  hitherto  must  thov 
"  go,  ^i  no  farther."  John  the  baptist  did  nof 
condescend  to  compjianqes  unbecoming  hi$  office  an4 
character*  He,  copstantly,  "  spqke  the  jrut)^,'*  boldly 
**  rebuked  vicej  ^nd,  pajticndy  suffered  for  the  truth's 
*^  sake."  "VVprldly  wisdom  may  suggest  to  a  teacher 
.that  he  may  insinuate  hjms.elf  into  nhe  affections  of 
piCfl,  by  painting  tjieir  vices  in  false  colors,  and  say? 
io^  itp  the  v^cked,  "  ihoi*  ^rt  righteous."    But  woe 
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unto  that  man  wbo  thus  dishonors  the  sacred  charact 
ter!  he  is  a  reproach  to  the  Gospel,  and,  foolishly, 
covets  the  kindness  of  men,  rather  than,  diligently 
studies  to  obtain  the  praise  of  God.  May  it  be,  oi^ 
the  contrary,  the  empassioned,  and  unwearied,^  zeal  of 
all  the  shepherds  of  the  flock  to  bring  the  sheep  within 
the  fold,  and  to  support  them  with  the  word  of  life ! 
And  then,  if  men  will  act  so  unreasonably  as  to  re-r 
ject  Christianity,  or  so  inconsistently^  as  not  ^^  to  de- 
**  part  from  iniquity,  when  they  name  the  name  of 
•*  Christ,"  the  ambassadors  of  God  may,  severally, 
apply,  with  comfort,  the  words  of  the  evangelical 
Prophet—"  Though  we  have  labored  in  vain,  and 
*'  spent  our  strength  for  nought,  yet  surely  our  worl; 
**  is  with  the  Lord,  and  our  judgment  with  our  God: 
**  and  though  Israel  be  not  gathered,  yet  shall  we  be 
•*  glorious  in  the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  and  our  God  shal^ 
**  be  our  strength." 

*  Convinced,  Lord  God  omnipotent,  th2\t  life  and 

*  immortality  ^re  brought  to  life  througjh  the  Gospel^ 

*  grant,  we  beseech  Thee,  that  it  may  have  its  just 

*  influence  on  our  souls,  by  turning  the  hearts  of  the 

*  children  with   the  fathers,    and  the   hearts  of  the 

*  fathers  with  the  children !     May  it  bring  low  the 

*  mountains  by  eradicating  pride  and  vain-glory,  exalt 

*  the  vallies  by  its  support  of  meekness  and  humiMty; 

*  may  it  make  the  crooked  ways  straight  by  extir- 

*  pating  hypocrisy  and  fraud,  the  rough  places  plain 

*  by  banishing  oppression  and  injustice  I   That  it  may| 

*  the  more  effectually,  answer  these  heavenly  purposes^ 

*  may  the  word  preached  be  accompanied  by  thy 

*  Grace,  that,  on  whatever  soil  it  falls,  it  may  take 
'  deep  root,  spring  up,  and  become  the  largeist  of  all 
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f  trees !  May  it  be  weltered  by  thy  Blessing,  as  with 
f  drops  of  rain ;  may  the  speech  of  all  thy  minister^ 
f  distil  as  th^  ^w,  a§  tb^  sip^U  rain  upop  the  tender 
f  herb,  and  as  the  showers  upon  the  grass,  that  all 
f  nations,  and  kindred^  and  people,  and  tongues,  vc^j 
f  |earn  to  fear  Tjiee  all  the  days  5>f  t|iqbr  lifp  {' 
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SERMON    XL 


57.  PETER'S  DAY. 


THIS  eminent  Apostle  was  born  at  Bethsaida^  a  town  of 
Galilee,  being  by  profession  a  fisberman.  He  was  brother 
to  St.  Andrew,  and  bis  elder  brother  most  probably ;  be- 
cause in  the  caulogue  of  the  Apostles  he  is  mentioned  be* 
fore  him  (Mat.  x.  2).  He  Iiad  in  his  character  some  emi- 
nent qualifications,  which  gave  him  a  distinction  above  the 
generality  of  the  Apostles..  He  was  the  first  of  them,  who 
publicly  professed  his  belief  of  the  Divinity  of  our  Blessed 
Lord  (xvi.  16) ;  which  frank  declaration  of  his  made  our 
Saviour  promise  him,  that  his  preaching  and  confession 
should  be  a  principal  foundation  of  the  Church,  which  He 
designed  to  build.  He,  together  with  James  and  John,  was 
greatly  beloved  by  our  Blessed  Lord(xvii.  1.  ch.xxvi.  87) • 
He  had  a  mighty  zeal  for  his  Master  which  prompted  him 
to  draw  his  sword  in  His  defence.  But,  withal,  it  must  be 
said,  that  these  good  qualities  were  eclipsed  by  the  cowardice, 
which  he  shewed  in  denying  his  Master,  and  by  bis  dissimu* 
lation  which  he  used  in  complying  with  the  Jews,  in  the  ob- 
servance of  their  ceremonies  (Gal.  ii.  4). 

After  our  Saviour's  Ascension,  he  did  singular  service  in  the 
propagation  of  the  Gospel.  He,  by  one  sermon,  convinced 
three  thousand  souls  of  the  truth  of  Christianity.  He  was' 
sent  by  the  Apostolical  College,  together  with  John,  to 
confirm  the  new  converts  that  Philip  had  gained  to  the  faith 
in  Samaria,  which  office  they  discharged  with  great  faith. 
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faloew*  He  was  uoprisoncd  by  Herod  about  the  year  of 
Christ,  44 ;  and  wai*  in  a  miraculous  manner,  delivered 
from  thence,  by  the  ministry  of  an  Angel.  After  preaching 
to  the  neighborfng  towns  of  Judea,  he  converted  many  to 
the  faith  in  Poptus,  Galstia,  Capptdocia,  Bithynia,  and  at 
kst  settled  a  Bishopric,  where  be  himidf  •omctieio 
presided,  in  Antioch*  Wbca  be  and  St*  Paui  had  for  n  eo^ 
stderable  time  preached  at  Roflw,  their  ministry  jin  tbo 
Gospel  was,  much  hindered  by  the  magical  ^rts  of  Siinom 
the  magician, '  He  was  there  thrown  into  prison,  and  suf. 
£er^  martyrdom.  After  being  scourged,  when  he  was 
led  out  to  be  crucified  upon  the  hill,  called  Jamculus^  he 
desired  tp  be  fastened  to  the  cross  with  his  head  downwards, 
alleging,  that  he  thought  himself  unworthy  to  die  exactly  m 
thesaBM  manner  with  bis  Lord* 
That  Peter  was  married  is  n^tiooed  in  Scrtptvrf^  his  wiCsIs 
Bother  being  spoKen  of.  His  wife  also  sullipred  xoartyrdooi; 
for  Clemens  of  Alexandria,  who  lived  in  che  ycjur  1^4,  S4yi 
•^*  it  is  reported,  that  St.  Peter,  when  he  saw  his  wife 

*  drawn  to  execution,  exhorted  and  con^forted  her,  calling 

*  her  by  her  proper  name,  bidding  her  remember  her  S«>» 

*  viour,  and  telling  her,  that  she  was  now  going  to  her  ewa 

*  home.' 


♦  MAT.  xxvi.  75. 

He  went  out^  and  w^pt  Utterly. 

*TnO  record  the  wprcfcy  acftions  of  efBdincot  ims  h^K 

^    tlways^  been  estettsedof f^cculiar  iMfyHod  -Qf  g^ 

samral  service;  as  it  supplies  diose  vbo  Head  or  faM( 

with  jenispics  to  copy,  and  inatowcittd  to  MMir 

*  NeTSf  befefefiiiiif4» 
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late  them.    It  is,  too,  a  debt,  justly  paid  to   their 
memories,  at  once  giving  lustre  to  their  name,  and 
efficacy  to  their  merit.    But  to  exhibit  their  errors, 
imd  relate  their  faults,  besides  betraying  an  apparent 
envy,  and  uncharitableness,  is,  it  is  said,  productive 
of  evil  I  since  common  experience  declares,  that  good 
sayings  and  virtuous  actions  do  not  so  much  tend  to 
the  benefit  and  improvement  of  society,  as  pernicious 
speeches  and  evil  actions  do  to  the  mischief  and  cor- 
ruption of  it.    Such  is  the  propensity  of  human  nature 
to  ill,  that  men  are  more  inclined  to  seek  apologies 
for  their  own  failings  from  the  mistakes  of  the  good 
man,  than  to  derive  advantage  from  the  most  en- 
gaging behavior.     And  the  greater  the  person  is,  the 
more  pernicious  is  his  example.  Men,  easily,  reconcile 
themselves  to  the  persuasion,  that  such  or  such  a  sin, 
since  it  is  committed  by  ^  man  of  exemplary  character, 
is  of  a  very  vepial  nature;  and,  therefore^  without  Re- 
morse, allow  themselves  in  the  commission  of  it.  It  has^ 
liotwithstanding,    pleased    the    All-wise   God,    who 
^^  bringeth  light  out  of  darkness,  and  good  out  of 
•*  evil,"  to  expose,  fully,  to  our  view  the  frailties  and 
offences  even  of  the  most  excellent  instruments  of  His 
glory,  and  to  render  the  memorial  of  them  conducive 
to  His  own  honor,  and  subservient  to  the  Salvation  of 
His  creatures.     David,  although  stiled  a  man  '*  after 
«  God's  own  heart,"  was  first  guilty  of  adultery,  and 
aficrwards  of  murder.     Solomon,  although  endowed 
by  God  with  an  extraordinary  measure  of  wisdom, 
acted  10  such  direct  opposition  to  the  dictates  of  his 
understanding,  as  to  forsake  the  worship  of  the  true 
God,  and  embrace  the  senseless  religion  of  idolatry. 
And  in  the  New  Tesument,  St,  Paul,  although  ^^  he 
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^^  lived  in  all  g6od  conscience  before  God,'^  consented 
to  the  death  of  St.  Stephen,  and  persecuted  the  Church 
of  Christk  St  Peter>  also,  is  represented  as  denying, 
and  forswearing,  his  Lord  and  Master — but  it  is  added^. 
in  the  words  of  the  text,  that  he,  afterwards,  ^^  wen; 
«*  out,  and  wept  bitterly." 

I  shall)  in  the  following  discourse,  briefly  illustrate 
the  character  of  this  distinguished  disciple;  from 
which,  such  observations  may  arise  as  may  serve  tq 
Regulate  our  sentiments,  impress  our  hearts,  and  influ- 
ence our  conduct, 

Su  Peter  had  left  all  to  follow  Christ;  he  bad  seen 
the  many  miracles,  been  present  at  the  awful  trans* 
figuration,  of  our  Lord,  and  had  heard  a  voice  from 
heaven  testifying,  that  Jesus  was  the  beloved  Son  of 
God,  "  in  whom  He  was  well  pleased."  St.  Peter 
possessed,  in  a  very  eminent  degree,  gifts  of  faith,  of 
understanding  ia  the  mystery  of  godliness,  and  of  re« 
solution  to. die  in  the  cause  of  his  beloved  Master.  He 
vas  forewarned  of  the  power  of  the  temptation;  was 
told,  that  if  he  would  become  a  disciple  of  the  Mes* 
liah,  he  must  prefer  the  service  he  undertook  to  the 
love  of  life^  accompanied,  however,  with  the  assur* 
ance,  that  he  should  be  rewarded  with  <^  an  eternal 
♦•  weight  of  glory."  With  such  a  prospect  in  view>  it 
might  have  been  supposed,  that  he  would  have  been 
preserved  from  so  shameful  a  fall,  by  which  he  be- 
came, pre-eminently,  notorious*  He  had  not  long  be% 
fore,  solemnly,  protested,  that  though  all  men  should 
deny  his  Saviour,  yet  would  he  never  deny  Him,  but 
Would  lay  down  his  life  for  His  sake.  By  this  reso- 
lution he  seems  to  have  been  actuated,  when,  in  de- 
^ce|  as  be  thought}  of  bis  Masterj  be  drew  his  sword, 
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ind  wT^ahded  tT)tf  servant  of  tb^  high-priest^  in  the  pre^ 
^ente  of  d  ivhole  t>tf}d  of  thetr  soldieri.  Yct^  after  Um 
display  of  courage,  the  confident  cbA-ge  of  a  maid^jer*' 
^m».  filled  htitx  with  apprehension,  and  overwhelmed 
Im»  with  dread ;  he  fergdt  his  prontise,  abandoned  his 
resolution,  and  protested  that,  so  fiur  from  being  the 
disciple  of  Christ,  he  did  not  even  know  Him-^^n 
itfbofniAable  fotshood,  which  he  confirmed  wicfa  heavy 
curses  and  bitter  imprecations. 

From  the  feil  of  (he  Apostle,  we  learn  the  frailty  of 
our  nature,  and  the  prevalency  of  temptation,  when 
God  fs  once  provoked  to  withdraw  his  Grace^  and  to 
take  his  Holy  Spirit  fVom  us*  If  we  forget  God,  we 
^t  soon,  ahd  unexpectedly,  overpowered  by  *^  the  sin 
^  which,  niost  easily,  besets  us/'  When  jodas  first 
becaftie  the  disciple  of  Christy  be  could  not,  doubts 
less^  have  believed,  that  he  would  be  induced  to 
^  betray  Him,  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  to  be  cruci^ 
^  fied*"  It  is>  therefore,  inctioibent  on  us^  from  a 
sense  of  our  weakness,  to  supplicate  the  Almighty 
by  diligent,  and  fervent^  prayer,  thit  He  would  be 
pleased  to  aid  us  by  his  Orace,  and  support  us  by  hit 
Spirit ;  to  <*  work  in  as  both  to  will  and  lo  do  of  His 
^  good  pleasure;"  tQ  implant  in  our  minds  a  rig^ 
principle,  and  to  produce  ftom  it  such  conduct  as  will 
be  pleasing  in  His  sight. 

Let  us  now  consider  St.  f etur'a  behavior  after  the 
denial  of  Ms  Master. 

The  Apostle  wns  in  the  bigh«priesf  s  pulace,  sitdag 
wiA  the  servants,  to  see  what  malice  would  Mggest| 
9ind  power  execute;  when,  after  he  had,  accofd-^ 
ing  to  our  Saviour's  prediction,  denied  Him  dMriotj, 
the  Holy  Jesus,  who  had  been  led  like  a  Itmb  to  tlit 
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i^Mi^r)  toned  abdu^  and  looked'  hioi  into  repMiA 
asce  I  be  iten  vent  ottt  >  vbeiras^  he  diooldi  tt  it 
$M,  ktve  confessed^  aod  bewailed  his  denial^  befort 
these  who  had  been  eye^wknciaes  of  it:  as  hit  denial 
bad  been  public,  so  should  have  been  his  confessioii. 
.  The  probable  reasons  which  induced  hiro  to  go  o»l 
0f  the  Higjh^Priest'i  paiace,  whilst  they  justify  that  pan 
oC  his  conckict^  xnay  not  be,  altogether,  uainsfriki^ 
tiveto  us. 

He  was  peMtrated  with  a  sense  of  bis  own  basenes^i 
smd  10  such  a  degree,  that  he  could  not  endufe  the 
aight  of  bis  Xjord,  whom  he  had,  so  shamefully,  de^ 
niod :  he  was  like  the  butnble,  penitent  Publican,  wh(^ 
would  not  ^*  so  much  as  Kft  up  his  eyes  towards 
^  heaven,"  but  stood  atadtstance^  '<  saymg,  God  be 
^  ikierdfui  to  me  a  sinner.'* 

He  was  sensible  of  his  frailty  and  weakness,  ind 
dierefofe,  afhM  of  staying  in  the  high-priest's  haH, 
test  he  might  be  tempted  to  a  second  denial.  Having 
mo  sooo^  made,  than  violated,  a  resolotion,  he  pru« 
dencly  withdrew  hhnself  ftt>m  a  situation  which  pr^» 
joscd  a  similar  temptation,  and  urged  a  similar  com- 
pliance*  Henee  we  learri  the  necessity  of  renounce 
tog^  inMantly,  every  thing,  however  dear  to  us,  when 
once  k  becomes  dn  inducement  to  sin.  He  must  not 
Mptct  to  be  long  secure,  who  i«,  always,  in  danger* 
He  who  bewails  bis  offences  s^ainst  Cod,  Act  onljc 
faat^s  the  sin  v^ich  he  committed,  but  ^uns  the  temp^ 
lation  which  invited  him  to  a  breach  of  duty,  and 
precifriuted  him  into  a  gulpfa  of  danger. 
•  The  Apostle,  also,  considered,  it  is  probable,  that 
nis  continuance  in  the  high*priest's  hall  might  endsngek 
his  life*    Had  he  stood  forth  an  impotent  defender 
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of  his  Klastbrithb  malicd  of  die  Jews^  vigilant  throng 
ftppreheasion,  ancj  enraged  by.  envy,  would  have  ac^ 
cused  him  abo  to  Pilate;  The  friends  of  Malchus^ 
*«  whose  lear  he  had  so  lately  cut  oflFj*'  would  have  ar- 
raigned him  as  a  disturber  6f  die  public  peac^  and 
demanded  pUdishment,  overpowering^  by  their  cla- 
mors)  his  evidence^  and  justification.  Oiir  Lord  had| 
it  is  tru^  declared  to  Peter  and  His  other  Aposdes^  that 
he  who  valued  his  life  above  Him  and  Hi&  doctrine^ 
could  ndt  be  His  disciple^  but  He^  evidet^dy,  meant 
that  they  should^  at  a  future  period^  prefer  Him  and 
his  Religion,  even  when  alarmed  with  torture^  and.me^ 
lURred  with  deaths  When  He  exhorted  them  co  unite 
the  wisdom  of  the  serpent  with  the  harmlessness  bf  the 
dove^  He^  clearly^  signified  to  them  that  they  should 
not,  unnecessarily,  expose  themselves  to  danger,  when 
k  was  in  their  power  to  escape  from  it^  Now  the 
disciples  were  to  conunue  alive  to  be  witnesses  of  the 
Resurrection,  and  preachers  of  the  doctrine  of  their 
Master^  throughout  the  world*  And  therefore^  Jts  a 
good  shepherd^  who,  in  the  midst  of  personal  danger,  \% 
wlicitous  for  bis  sheep.  He  speaks  to  the  Jews  that 
His  disciples  might  not  be  apprehended  with  Hinl^ 
but  that  they  might  be  permitted  to  go  their  way«  fic^ 
ttdes,  St.  Peter's  confession  could  neither  have  pra« 
moted  the  glory,  nor  conduced  to  the  safety,  of 
Jesus;  the  Jews  being  determined  to  suppress,  as 
they  thought,  His.  doctrine,  by  taking  away  His  life* 
Such  reasons  as  these  might  prevail  with  this  dis- 
tinguished disciple  to  leave  the  bigh»priest*s  palace 
during  the  Ume  that  his  Lord  was  arraigned  before  the 
Jews. 
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Tuti  us  next  observe  the  succeeding  part  of  his  be* 
havior  upon  his  denial  of  the  Blessed  Jesus,  ^  He 
*<  wept  bitteriy." 

He  was  no  sooner  sensible  of  his  fault  than  he  la- 
mented iu  He  did  not,  as  the  manner  of  too  many 
is  who  sin  against  God,  defer  their  arpendment  from 
one  day  to  another ;  but  hke  David,  when  the  Prophet 
Nathan  laid  his  sin  before  him,  convicted  of  trans- 
gression, and  penetrated  with  remorse,  "  I  have  sinned," 
iie cries,  **  aguinst  the  Lord,"  Thus,  St.  Peter,  when  he 
was  admonished  by  our  Saviour's  look,  *'  went  out, 
*'  and  wept  bitterly,"  acknowleged  his  frailty,  and  be- 
vrailed  his  offence.  And,  indeed,  he,  whose  heart  is 
touched  with  a  just  sensfi  of  God's  displeasure  against 
^in,  well  knowing,  that  his  **  burden  is  too  heavy  for 
**  him  to  bear;"  and  he,  who  is  oppressed  with  such 
a  load,  will,  quickly,  and  earnestly,  endeavor  to  re- 
move it.  To  design,  then,  to  repent  hereafter,  is  to 
proclaim,  that  we  are  unacquainted  with  our  lost  con- 
tKtion,  and  ignorant  of  the  danger  of  living  at  variance 
with  God,  exposing  us,  thereby,  to  the  haiard  of  dying 
impenitent.  For,  if  we  do  not  repent  after  the  com- 
mission of  sin — life  being  uncertain,  and  we,  every  mo- 
ment, liable  to  be  called  to  account  for  it — the  season 
of  repentance  may  escape  us,  and  "  in  the  sin  we  have 
^  sinned,  we  may  die."  The  time  to  come  is  in  God's 
hand,  and  at  His  disposal,  and  so  heinous  may  our  sin 
be  in  His  sight,  aggravated,  perhaps,  by  our  "  having 
**  tasted  the  good  word  of  God;'*  that,  instead  of 
-prolonging,  in  His  mercy,  that  time,  on  which  we 
vainly  relied.  He  may,  in  His  displeasure,  say,  that,  as 
to  us,  "  time  shall  be  no  longer."  We  are  God's 
stewards  upon  earth,  ignorant  when  He  may  require 
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our  accouats;  it,  therefore,  hebovts  us  to  have  thenria 
always,  ready,  and  prepared.  This  seasonable  advice, 
and  solemn  warning,  our  Lord  himself  has  given  Hh 
servants :  "  watch,  therefore,  for  ye  know  not  at  what 
**  hour  your  Lord  doih  come/'  To  which,  it  is  ne* 
cessary  to  add,  that  God  does  not  promise  the  gifts  and 
jgraces  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  on  condition  that  we  receive 
them  when  we  please,  but  when  He  offers  thenu 
♦*  To-day  if  ye  will  hear  His  voice,  harden  not  your 
^*  hearts/*  We  may  intend  to  repent  **  beibre  we  go 
^^  hence,"  but  when  the  period  shall  arrive,  in  which  our 
design  is  to  be  put  in  execution.  He  may  withhold  the 
power  of  his  Grace ;  and  the  lamentable  lot  of  the 
Israelites  may  be  ours — ^^  as  I  cried,  and  they  would 
^^  not  hear ;  fio  they  cried,  and  I  would  not  hear,  saich 
•«  the  Lord  of  Hosts." 

Let  us  next  proceed  to  the  degree  of  Sl  Peter's 
sorrow,  conveyed  in  these  words,  **  he  wept  bitterly." 
He  was  so  shocked  with  the  reflection  of  the  sin  he 
had  committed,  that  far  from  attempting  to  jus- 
tify it,  by  pleading  the  danger  to  which  he  was  ex-r 
posed ;  or  to  extenuate  it,  by  alleging  the  inefficacy 
of  hisacknowleging  his  Master,  he  deplored  it  deeply, 
and  with  all  the  aggravating  circumstances  attending 
It,  as  may  appear  by  St.  Mark's  recital  of  the  trans* 
action,  who  was  St.  Peter's  follower,  and  his  scribe, 
and  whose  Gospel  was  examined,  and  approved,  hy 
bim.  With  what  modesty  and  humility  does  he  there 
speak  of  his  repentance  P  He  mentions  it,  as  if  he  con- 
ceived his  sin  to  be  so  great,  and  his  sorrow  so  dis* 
proportionate  to  it,  that  it  ought  to  be  passed  over  in 
silence  ; — he  only  says,  ^^  when  he  thoqgbt  thereon, 
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^*  he  wepti*' — whereas,  St.  Matthew  and  St.  Luke 
record,  that  "he  wept  bitterly/'  The  greatness  of 
St.  Peier's  sor;-ow  might  be  the  reason  of  our  Blessed 
Saviour's  distinguishing  him,  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
after  His  resurrection — *'  Go,"  says  the  Angel,  *'  to 
"  the  wQinen,  tell  His  disciples  and  Peter,  iha^  He 
*'  .goctli  before  them  into  XJalilee."  Our  Lprc^,  in 
order  to  encourage  this  disconsolate  disciple,  appeared 
6rst  ^o  liim.  **  The  L,ord  is  risen  indeed,  and  has  ap- 
**  peared  uixto  Sipjon,"  say  the  disciples  that  wciit 
to  ^vofxxzx^ :  %o  wJtiich  St.  Pa^l  aJludo  when  he  tc^s 
us,  ^  t^at  He  w,as  ,?een|of  Ccph^s^  the^  of  the  twelve.'* 
The  Bkased  Jesus,  <;oaippsionaiipg  his  case,  and 
loipwing  hioa  ^o  bjc  overyhelnEied  yith  sorrow  for  his 
5ha^leful  denial  of  |tb^  }^^^  of  Life,  intended  to  honor 
him  first  with  Hi?  diyine  presence,  at  once  to  confirm 
Hb  timid  disciple  in  the  belief  of  His  resurrection^  a^yd 
to  assure  him,  that  he  was  restored  to  the  place  he  be- 
fore  enjoyed  in  His  grace  and  favor.  May  we  learn 
from  hetice  to  *•  sorrow  after  a  godly  sort,"  that  our 
sins  "  may  be  blotted  out,"  and  no  record  m^y  re- 
main ag^nst  us !  May  we,  earnestly  desirous  of  ob- 
cainii^  mercy,  whilst  we  confess  our  sin  >vith  our 
mouths,  forsake  it  in  our  actipns  f 

The  Apostle^  after  expressingihe  utmost  sorrow  for 
the  sin  he  had  committed,  expiated  his  offence  by  his 
amendment,  ^e  had  qnce,  shamefully,  denied  his 
Mii^ter;  he  ever  after,  openly,  and  manfully,  qon- 
fessed  Him.  Instead  of  cowardice,  he  discovered 
boldqe^;  "  out  of  weak^ss  he  became  strong."  After 
'Our  Lord's  resurrection,  when  He  appeared  to  the 
Apostles  as  they  were  fishing  in  the  sea  of  Tiberias, 
Peter,  when  he  was  told  that  it  ^yvas,  certainly,  Christ, 
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girds  about  him  his  fisher's  coat,  and  casts  himself  intQ 
jthe  sea,  that  he  might  the  sooner  get  to  Him.  Hi$ 
zeal  concealed  from  him  the  danger  to  \\'hich  he  was 
exposing  himself,  and  made  him  impatient  of  the  small 
delay  which  niu$t^  necessarily,  intervene  until  the  ar- 
rival of  the  ship.  After  our  Lord's  ascension,  we 
find  St.  Peter  in  the  Temple,  and  in  the  Council, 
preaching,  with  great  boldness,  Jesus  and  his  Resurrec- 
tion before  the  Sanhedrim,  or  grand  council  of  the 
Jews,  and  accusing  them  of  "  having  crucified  the 
.  **  Lord  of  Life."  >^nd  after  haying  many  year^ 
preached  the  Gospel,  after  having  planted  Churches 
in  several  countries  and  distant  nations,  he,  at  last, 
according  io  the  •prediction  of  our  Lord,  was  con- 
demned to  be  crucified.  Thus  he  was  constant  and 
diligent  in  the  glorious  cause  he  had  undertaken, 
*'  being  in  nothing  terrified*'  by  the  most  powerful 
adversary,  but  persevering,  steadfastly,  unto  death, 
whence  he  is  gone  to  those  heavenly  mansions,  where 
the  souU  of  them  that  sleep  in  the  Lord  enjoy  perpe- 
tual  rest,  and  uninterrupted  felicity. 

It  only  remains,  that  I,  briefly,  exhort  you,  when 
you  fall  into  sin^  immediately  to  repent  of  it,  and 
forsake  it.  Express  the  sorrow  of  your  heart,  by  the 
change  in  your  life.  Esteem  yourself  happy,  that 
repentance  i?  allowed  you  ;  eml?race  the  opportunity 
pf  being  recoqciled  pnto  God.  ^*  Flee  from  evil,'* 
when  you^are  so  inconsiderate  as  to  commit  it,  ^^  and 
^^  do  the  thing  that  is  good,  that  you  may  live,  and 
f*  that  it  may  be  well  with  you."  Instead  of  per- 
fpitting  sin  to  ^*  reign  in  your  mortal  body,"  let  your 
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mind  t>e  the  habitation  of  the  graces  and  virtoes  which 
Christianity  inspires;  and  let  them  appear  predo- 
minant in  your  conduct.  Let  your  whole  behavior  be 
influenced  by  the  Gospel :  and  when  the  weakness  of 
nature  triumphs,  as  it  wiH,  sometimes^  triumph,  over 
the  influences  ofGrace^^  then  ^^  make  haste,  and  delay 
^^  not  to  turjf)  unto  God  ;*'  beseech  Him  to  take  you 
tinder  His  protection,  to  supply  you  with  courage,  and 
animate  you  with  hope,  that  ^^  you  may  fight  the  good 
*^  fight  of  faith,*'  and  at  last  obtain^  through  the  merits 
of  your  Saviour,  everlasting  life. 
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ST.  JAMES  THE  APOSTLE. 


ST.  JAMES  the  Greats  or  the  Elder,  wa«  one  of  the  sons  of 
Zcbedee,  and  brother  to  St.  John,     His  mother's  name  was 
Mary,  otherwise  called  Salotn^,  a  kinswoman  of  the  Wesscd 
Virgin.  This  was  she  that  came  to  our  Saviour,  with  a  petiiion 
on  behalf  of  her  two  sons  James  and  John,  that  one  might 
ait  at  his  right  hand,  and  the  other  at  his  left,  in  the  kingdom 
of  heaven*    That  this  importunity  did  not  proceed  so  much 
from  the  fondness  of  the  mother,  as  from  the  ambition  of 
her  two  sons,  whilst  they  kept  their  uncorrected  nature,  not 
yet  sufficiently  cultivated  by  the  Gospel-doctrine,,  is  plain  ; 
because  our  Saviour  direcls  himself  to  them,  well  knowing 
that  it  was  they  who  had  put  her  upon  this  unreasonable 
petition—**  ye  know  not  what  ye  ask.     Are  yc  able  to 
drink  of  the  cup  that  I  drink  of  ?"    Another  instaiKre  of  the 
ungovcrned  passion  of  these  two  disciples,  and  which  the 
evangelical  goodness  and  wisdom,  taught  them  by  our  Lord, 
had  not  sufficiently  restrained,  was,  their  calling  fire  fro"* 
.  heaven  to  fall  upon  the  Samaritans,  because  of  their  inhos- 
pitable treatment  of  our  Blessed  Lord,  as  Elijah  had  <J^"^ 
before  on  a  similar  occasion.     For  which  indiscreet  and  i^' 
rious  zeal,  our  Blessed  Saviour,  gently,  rebuked  them,  telhng 
them  tliat  ••  they  knew  not  what  manner  of  spirit  they  ^^^ 
of.**   The  Spaniards  have  a  notion,  that,  after  our  Savi^**^* 
ascension,  James  went  to  preach  in  their  country,  upon  whicn 

account  he  is  acknowlcged  the  tutelar  Saint  of  Spain.     ^" 
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the  contrary,  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Apostle  ever  stirred 
Outof  Judea^  he  undergoing  martyrdom  there  very  early; 
for  he  was  killed  by  Herod,  in  the  second  year  of  Claudius, 
about  eight  years  after  Christ's  pscension.  He  was  the  first 
of  the  Apostles  that  suffered  martyrdom,  being  brought  to 
that  trial  by  Herod  Agrippa,  who,  newly  advanced  to  his 
kingdom,  was  willing  to  do  some  popular  act  to  please  the 
Jewish  people,  who,  being  influenced  by  their  priests,  had 
conceived  a  great  hatred  against  the  Christians ;  which,  he 
observing,  thought  he  could  not  do  them  a  more  acceptable 
service,  than  to  slay,  before  their  faces,  one  of  the  chief 
teachers  of  this  new  sect.  Such  was  the  occason  of  the 
martyrdom  of  this  blessed  Saint.  Clement  of  Alexandria 
asserts  a  very  memorable  story  of  St.  James,  which  he  tells 
as  a  tradition  handed  down  from  his  ancestors — that  the  per- 
son who  had  been  witness  against  him  at  his  trial,  when  he 
saw  the  Apostle  so  readily  lay  down  bis  life  for  Christ,  he 
likewise  confessed  himself  a  Christian,  and  they  were  led 
both  together  to  execution*  St.  James,  for  some  little  time 
revolving  in  his  mind  the  strangeness  of  this  accident,  accosts 
him  with  this  evangelical  salutation — "  Peace  be  unto  you  :'* 
—he  then  kissed  him,  and  they  were  beheaded  together. 


♦   ECCLESIASTICUS  XXi.  11. 

The  perfection  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  wisdom. 

OR 

Job  xxviii.  28. 

And  unto  man  be  said,  the  fear  of  the  Lord  that  is 
wisdom  J  and  to  depart  from  evil  is  understanding. 

WISDOM,  and  understanding  are  things  which 
all  men  are  apt  to  value  themselves  upon :  and 
they  who  value  themselves  the  most,  have,  commonlyi 

♦  Bishop  Hickman, 
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the  least  reason  for  it :  the  only  way  to  excel  in  \f  fs- 
dom  is,  to  make  Heaven  the  object  of  our  contem* 
plation ;  and  Religion^  the  rule  of  our  life  ;  and^  in  this 
pious  disposition  of  mind,  to  have  the  fear  of  God,  al- 
ways, in  our  hearts,  and  the  Law  of  God,  always,  be- 
fore our  eyes  :  indeed  pure  Religion  is  the  only  thing 
that  is  worthy  to  be  desired  by  man. 

J  shall,  in  the  following  discourse,  give  a  true 
notion  what  Religion  is,  and  shall  shew  by  what  marks 
and  characters  the  true  Religion  is  to  be  known:  a 
very  important  subject,  and  one  would  think  it  very 
easy  too.  But  how  plain  soever  it  may  be  of  itself; 
yet  the  pcrverscncss  of  contentious  sinful  man  has  made 
it  a  great  question  now,  and  not  very  eas3^  to  be  deter- 
mined. 

For  though  God  has  revealed  his  will  to  man,  ^*at 
"  sundry  times,  and  in  divers  manners;"  yet  different 
men,  according  to  the  diversity  of  their  prejudices, 
their  interests,  or  their  apprehensions,  have  taken  this 
Revelation  in  a  diverse  meaning,  and,  sometimes,  in 
so  perverse  a  sense,  that  nothing  is  so  unlike  the  will 
of  God,  as  the  notion  which  some  men  have  of  god- 
liness: nothing  in  the  world  is  so  irreligious,  as  the 
profession  of  some  men's  Religion.  •'  Light  and 
**  darkness,  good  and  evil,'  though  they  are,  equally, 
distinguishable,  and,  equally,  contrary  to  each  oiher, 
as  the  Prophet  tells  us,  yet  they  are  not  more  contrary 
than  one  man's  Religion  is  to  another's. 

But  what  Religion  can  there  be  without  "  the  fear 
**  of  the  Lord,'*  or  to  what  purpose  should  God  reveal 
himself  to  man  but  to  give  us  a  more  distinct,  and  per- 
fect, notion  of  His  power,  and  to  inculcate  His  fear 
into  our  hearts;  that  by  this  rational  awe  upon  us, 
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he  might  deter  us  from  those  practices,  to  which  our 
corrupted  nature  and  infirmities  too  much  incline  us, 
ajid  over-rule  our  affections  by  the  sword  of  Justice, 
which  are  too  refractory  to  be  reclaimed  by  a  gentle 
hand. 

It  is  God's  prerogative  to  soften  the  hearts  of  meii> 
and  "  still  the  madness  of  the  people,"  and  set  bounds 
to  those  extravagances  which  are  proof  against  all  hu- 
man power.  His  fear  strikes  deep  into  our  souls  :  His 
anger  reaches  to  the  very  quick  ;  and  there  is  no  fence 
against  His  arrows,  when  even  His  word  searches  the 
reins  and  heart. 

This  is  that  fear  of  God,  which  is  called  Wisdom, 
in  the  text,  and  is  the  principal  ingredient,  if  not  the 
whole  substance,  of  Religion  :  and  since  Religion  is  a 
thing  so  generally  professed,  it  is  great  pity  but  it  were 
better  understood ;  that  we  may,  therefore,  understand 
it  belter,  we  must  know,  that  this  "  fear  of  the  Lord,'* 
whereof  it  is  composed,  consists,  as  all  other  com- 
mendable habits  do,  in  a  certain  medium,  and  due 
proportion  between  two  extremes  :  and  they  are,  super- 
stition, and  profaneness :  whereof  the  first  proceeds 
from  too  much,  and  the  second  from  too  little,  fear : 
Religion  teaches  us  to  honor  God,  but  superstition 
abuses  Him,  and  profaneness  denies  Him:  both  which 
are  extreme  follies,  and  both  are  to  be  cured  by  that 
wisdom  which  is  here  prescribed  us  in  the  text. 

The  rational  "  fear  of  the  Lord"  is  the  most  proper 
means  to  secure  us  from  superstition :  which  is  nothing 
else  but  an  unreasonable  excess  of  fear,  a  dread- 
ful apprehension  that  is  incident  to  ignorant,  sinful 
men,  making  ihem  afraid,  of  they  know  not  what,  and 
desirous  to  be  acquittcc',  but  they  know  not  how. 

For 
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mto  superstition,  and  from  an  ignorant,  unrea^onabf(o 
course  of&in,  he  flies  to  an  igooranty  injudicious  state 
of  penance. 

'  Such  gross  abuses  in  Religion^  as  these^  one  may^* 
easil/y  guess,  must  needs  bring  Religion  itself  into  dis- 
repute :  and  soj  indeed,  it  has,  effectually>  done :  for 
in  all  countries^  and  nations,  in  the  world,  there  are' 
not  so  many  professed  atheists  to  be  fDund,^  as  in  one 
superstitious  vitiated  Church,  vfhere  the  bHnd  lead 
the  blindy  and  make  the  Faith  appear  abominable 
through  their  vice,  and  ridiculous  through  their  super- 
stition. 

Before  I  dismiss  this  point,  I  must  not  omit  hypo^ 
crisy,  which  n  one  sort,  and  indeed  the  worst  sort,  of 
profaneness ;  it  is  a  vice  so  utterly  inconsistent  with 
Religion,  that  it  is  not  fearing,  but  mocking,  God ; 
so  destructive  of  good  manners,  that  it  makes  a  mock 
not  only  of  sin,  but  of  godliness  too :  it  is  a  plague 
that  is  most  pernicious  to  the  Soul  of  man,  because  it 
is  the  most  concealed,  and  it  is  the  more  incurable,  be- 
cause it  is,  always,  playing  with  the  word  of  God,  and 
abusing  all  the  methods  of  its  cure. 

It  is  a  vice  that  makes  the  greatest  havoc  in  tha 
Church  of  God,  and,  most  effectually,  overturns  Re- 
ligion, He  that  is  openly  profane,  like  a  robber 
upon  the  road,  sins  only  to  the  damage  of  private 
men  :^  but  the  secret  hypocrite,  like  a  traytor  to  his 
country ,^^  offends  against  the  whole  constitution  y  un- 
dermines the  very  foundation  of  Godliness,  and  brings 
Religion  itself  into  disgrace. 

Hence  we  may  learn  how  to  make  a  judgment  of 
0ur    own   sincerity,   and    proficiency   in   Religion; 
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mamely,  if  we  have  worked  an  awful  veneration  into 
/our  hearts,  and  have  a  true  rational  fear  of  God  before 
,our  eyes.  Not  a  servile,  superstitious  fear,  such  a« 
f  have  described  already;  not  **  a  fearful  looking  for 
^*  of  Judgment/'  such  a€  is,  always,  the  censequenc^, 
and  commonly,  the  sign,  of  sin ;  but  such  a  religious 
awe  as  encourages  our  virtue ;  such  a  respectful  fear 
of  God's  anger^  as  i^^  also,  a  4enao|istr^ioQ  pf  our 
love. 

Widiout  this,  it  is  in  vain  for  us  to  value  ourselves, 
iipon  our  virtue,  our  devotion,  or  our  zeal ;  and  we 
are  only  so  far  religious,  as  we  are  advanced  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord :  our  zeal  may  be  the  effect  of  pas* 
^on^  our  devotion  may  proceed  from  danger,  and 
our  virtue  may  be  the  consequence  of  self-love ;  biit 
the  fear  of  the  Lord,  when  it  is  genuine  and  sincere^ 
can  be  nothing  else  but  pure  Religion,  and  Religion 
without  it  can  be  nothing  else  but  folly,  and  deceit. 

Let  us  next  consider  in  what  respect  ^^  the  fear  of 
^*  the  Lord  is  wisdom.'^ 

It  is  by  an  open  confession  of  our  Faith  that  we 
must  be  justiBed  ;  but  he  that  confesses  God  with  hie 
mouth,  and  denies  him  in  his  heart,  who  is  a  Christian 
only  in  his  words,  an  errant  Heathen  in  his  works,  may 
chink,  perhaps,  to  impose  either  upon  God,  or  maUt 
but  will  find,  to  his  loss,  that  he  only  cheats  himself. 

It  was  for  the  rftjtoring  of  our  innocence,  that  God 
taught  us  the  fear  of  His  name,  and  established  his  Re- 
ligion among  us :  it  was  for  the  securing  of  our  virtue, 
chat  we  ourselves  ^i^ere  baptized  into  this  Religion,  and 
adopted  into  his  Church :  and,  therefore,  a  vicious  life, 
gs  it  is  abominable  in  9II  tneo,  so  ia  a  Christian  it  is 
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an^uffcnble :  k  is  acting  against  bis  own  conscience, 
contradicting  his  own  reason,  and  running  himself  into 
apparent  danger^  even  contrary  to  his  own  sense. 

If  we  know  not  the  dai^ger  of  sin,  we  are  not  men 
of  Religion  :  if  we  know  the  danger,  and  yet  will  run 
(he  hazard,  we  are  not  men  of  understanding.  One  of 
these,  every  professed  sinner,  .even  in  bis  own  judg- 
jfnem^  must  renounce:  hut  in  the  judgment  of  ail  wise 
men,  he  renounces  both;  for  understanding  can  no 
more  subsist  without  Religiop,  than  Religion  can 
subsist  Without  understanding. 

I  do  not  say,  that  we  mu$t  conclude  that  Religion 
4o  be  false,  where  some  of  its  professors  are  vicious ; 
for  then  no  Religion  could  ever  give  evidence  of  its 
truth :  neither  xlo  I  say,  that  man's  Religion  is  vaio, 
who,  sometimes,  is  guilty  of  sin,  for  then  no  man  could 
evicr  give  an  evidence  of  his  Religion* 

£ut  this  I  say,  that  he  that  returns,  frequently,  to 
bis  sin,  does  much  endanger  his  Religion :  and  he  that 
lives  in  a  constant  habit  of  sin,  does  renounce  it.  That 
Church  which  does  not  use  all  possible  means  to  en- 
courage  virtue,  is  a  corrupted  Church ;  but  that  which 
tolerates  vice,  is  as  bad  as  no  Church  at  all. 
.  What  shall  we  thinks  then^  of  those  men,  and  their 
pretensions  to  Christianity,  who  pretend  to  find  out 
new  ways  to  heaven,  without  troubling  either  our  Faith, 
or  virtue,  in  the  search,  and  requiring  nothing  from  us 
but  only  a  strong  presumption  ? 

And  that  there  is  no  calumny,  or  fiction,  in  all  this, 
I  could  instance  in  more  Churches  in  the  world  than 
.one,  where  men  are' taught  to  call  themselves  the  elect, 
faithful,  people  of  God ;  and  then  encouraged  to  pre- 
sume upon  ithe  merits  of  their  party,  and  think  them- 
selves 
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fiiclvcs  safe  in  the  bosom  of  tbcir  church,  without  C35^» 
mining  the  reason  why.  And  that  they  may  be  cer- 
tain they  sh^Il  qot  miscarry^  sGnjej^piritual  undertaker 
shall  pass  his  own  word  for  their  Salvation^  though  the 
word  of  God  is  silent  in  the  case. 

Lee  those  who  please,  quit  their  hold  which  Go^ 
hin^sclf  has  given  them  in  the  Gospel,  and  trust  in  such 
airy  hopes :  but,  certainly,  no  wise  man  would  let  ^ 
matter  of  so  great  importance,  as  the  Salvation  of  \i$ 
own  soul,  depend  upon  so  slight  a  thread,  as  the  aur 
thority  of  another  roan  :  and  I  believe,  many  of  those 
who  comtnit  a}l  their  spiritual  concerns  to  the  directioa 
of  their  spiritual  guide,  would  be  unwilling  to  trus^^ 
either  his  honesty^  or  his  understanding,  with  the  mar 
jiagemep(  of  their  ten^poral  estate; 

But  the  truth  is,  understanding  is  grown  tol)e  a  great 
fault  in  some  ipen's  religiofi;  and  well  it  piay,  because 
their  reUgion  is  not  consistent  wjth  understanding;  and 
ibat  is  (he  reason  why,  instead  of  apswering  our  argu^ 
snents,  they  nf^ake  it  their  business  to  caU  us  names,  tp 
posses  their  disciples*  minds  with  groundless  prejudices^ 
and  fill  their  heads  with  enthvisiastic  conceits ;  and  in- 
stead of  giving  them  a  reason  of  their  faith,  they  teU 
iheqi  it  is  not  their  business  to  judge,  but  to  believe ; 
And  when  they  hjive  persuaded  men  out  of  their  judg* 
i|ien^  it  is  no  hard  matter  to  persuade  them  out  of 
their  senses  too :  and  so,  instead  of  wisdom  and  un** 
dqrstanding,  we  have  seen  a  Religion  groimded  upon 
ia[)alice,  supported  by  ignorance,  and  m^de  up  of  ab- 
^surdities  and  contradictions. 

But  after  all,  "  the  fear  of  the  Lord  "  is  the  only 
.evident,  and  certain,  means  of  Salvation,  and  the  only 
infallible  ^j^n  of  the  true  Christian  Church :  and  in 
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fluch  a  Church  I  am  sure  we  live,  where  these  raeani 
are  duly  offered,  and  easy  to  be  had.  Here  we  may, 
indeed,  be  saved;  but  then  we  must  **  work  out  our 
"  Salvation  with  fear  and  trembling:"  if  these  terms 
will  not  satisfy  us,  we  may  go  to  other  Churches, 
where  we  shall  be  promised  better,  and  fare  worse: 
And  after  we  have  flattered  ourselves  with  a  little 
groundless  confidence,  it  will  end  in  this  "  fear  and 
<*  trembling"  at  last,  and,  perhaps,  **  without  Salva- 
«  tion." 

For  when  all  is  dbne,  when  we  have  examined  the 
pretences  of  the  several  Churches  upon  earth,  their  in- 
ward assurances,  and  outward  boasts  ;  if  we  would  \k 
entitled  to  Salvation,  we  must  fulfil  the  conditions  of 
it;  we  must  have  ^^  repentance  towards  God,  and 
**  Faith  towards  our  Lord  Jestis  Christ." 

And  for  our  progress  in  the  paths  of  Salvation, 
there  are  no  means  wanting  in  our  Church,  Here  we 
have  a  pure  form  of  worship,  where  all  virtues  are  in- 
culcated into  our  minds,  all  graces  are  prayed  for,  and 
our  very  prayers  arc  instructive :  where  God,  and  only 
God,  is  the  object,  and  a  universal  charity  to  all  man* 
kind  is  the  subject,  of  our  devotion. 

Here  the  word  of  God,  that  unerring  rule  of  life,  \% 
read  for  our  information,  and  explained  for  our  use, 
and  pressed  upon  us,  ^  with  line  upon  line,  and  pre- 
«  cept  upon  precept." 

The  conclusion  of  all  is  this,  that  "  the  fear  of  the 
^«  Lord  and  the  keeping  of  His  commandments"  are 
the  two  only  essential  parts  of  the  true  Religion,  and 
nothing  but  the  true  Religion  is  desirable  to  an  under* 
standing  man.  This  is  a  tree  of  knowlege,  whose  fruits 
we  may,  freely,  eat  of,  and  establish  ourselves  in  para- 
dise 
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disc  by  doing  bo  i  a  treasure  of  riches^  which  God  has 
given  us  to  live  upon^  and  the  more  plentifully  we  live 
upon  it,  the  richer  we  shall  grow. 

This  is  the  greatest  blessing  that  ever  God  bestowed 
upon  us;  it  is  a  beam  of  the  Divinity  shining  upon  our 
hearts ;  the  glory  of  God  on  high^  inhabiting  this  lower 
world :  it  is  the  very  Shechinah  of  His  presence,  by 
which  He  still  appears  to  the  sons  of  men ;  and  how- 
ever  it  may  be  abused  by  the  superstitious,  or  slighted 
by  the  profane,  yet,  take  it  in  its  genuine  simplicity, 
lis  native  beauty,  and  it  is  the  noblest  prerogative  of 
our  nature^  the  richest  propriety,  nay,  the  very  pro- 
perty  of  man  :  **  the  perfection  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord 
•*  h  wisdom." 

It  was  the  saying  of  a  great  statesman,  dying  in  dis« 
gracet  *  Thajt  if  he  had  served  his  God^  as  faithfully 
as  he  had  done  his  king,  he  should  not  have  been  so 
miserably  forsaken/  It  was  well  considered,  but  it 
wa^  top  late :  and  thjis  is  the  case  with  many  other  men. 
Had  they  been  less  worldly,  they  bad  been  more  wise; 
had  th^  shewed  more  regard  unCo  their  souls,  and 
less  unto  their  bodies,  it  had  been  the  preservation  of 
both  their  bodies  and  souls. 

And  now  we  may  follow  our  own  devices  still  i  but 
this  is  a  truth,  of  which,  if  we  are  not  persuaded  at  pre- 
sent,  we  shall  be  convinced  at  last,  when  death  will 
foj^td  our  error,  but  not  amend  it :  consider  this  be- 
fbi;^  the  season  is  past,  and  be  wise  betimes,  for  ^^  there 
^  is  neither  device  nor  wisdom  in  the  grave  whither 
^  thou  ^oest.* 


Vol.  III.  L  SERMON 


Digitized  by 


Google 


f  146  ] 

S  E  R  M  O  N     XUL 

SAINT  BARTHOLOMEW  THE  APOSTLE. 


ST.  BARTHOLOMEW  is  reckoned  in  the  catalogue  of  the 
Apottles,  which  is  giveo  hy  &.  Matthew  (x»  d),  by  St. 
Mark  (iiu  14},  ind  hy  St.  Luke  (vi.  14  ;  AcU  i.  IS).     Bu| 
his  name  not  being  mentioned  by  St.  John,  whilst  fcveral 
things  being  recorded  by  him,  of  another  discipje  yf\^<>  is 
called  Nathanael,  of  whom  there  is  a  pe^ect  sil^qe  in  the 
other  Evangelists,  some  think  that  Nathanael  and  Bartholo- 
mew is  the  same  person  :  some  of  their  reasons  are  these — 
because  the  Evangelists,  who  wrote  the  catalogues,  join 
Philip  and  Bftrlbolomew  together,  as  John  does  Philip  and 
Nathaoaei ;  because  the  vocation  of  aH  the  Apostles  being 
recorded/ t^r^  is  ik>  calling  Qf  Bartholoniew  mentioned, 
unless,  that  of  Nathaoaei  he  it ;   because  the  other  three 
Evangelists  make  mention  of  B^rtholpmew  and  not  of  Na- 
thanael ;  and  St.  John  makes  mention  of  Nathanael  and  not 
of  Bartholomew,  which  is  hardly  to  be  accounted  for,  unleu 
they  were  the  same  person. 
He  is  recorded  by  the  Evangelists  to  have  preached  tKe  Gospel 
in  the  Greater  Armenia,  and  to  have  converted  the  Lyca- 
onians  to  Chxistiapity.     Others  uy,  he  preached  to  the  AU 
baniaast  a  people  upon  the  Q^wfxd^  Sea ;  others,  agiin,  thae 
he  preached  in  India.    Pantaenus,  the  famous  Christian  phU 
iosopher,  who  took  upon  him  the  oHice  of  a  missionary,  and 
preached  the  Gospel  in  India ;  and,  after  some  time,  return- 
ing to  Alexandria,  where  he  had  been  master  of  the  Christian 
University,  about  the  year  180,  made  this  report  conccrn- 

»  ing 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Si.  Bartholomew  the  ApostU.  j  47 

ing  his  iniMion->-that  he  found  in  the  hands  of  lome  of  the 
Indian^,  St.  Matthew's '  Gospel  in  Hebrew,  which  lyas 
brought  among  them  by  St.  Bartholomew,  and  tliat  the  ori- 
ginal book  was  kept  among  them  to  that  day. 
Some  more  modern  authors  relate,  that  he  waB  crucified,  like 
St.  Peter,  whh  his  bead  downwards ;  othen,  that  he  was 
flead  alive;  which  last  account  is  the  most  probable,  crucir 
fixion  betDg  a  Homan  punishment :  and  since  it  is  not  rep 
corded  that  be  ever  returned  from  among  the  barbarous  In^ 
4ianSf  excoriation  is  a  death  which  was  most  likely  to  be  in- 
flicted by  the  rude  cruelty  of  those  savages. 


*  JOHK  iii.  8. 

Tie  wind  blowetb  where  it  listetb,  and  thou  bearesi  the 
sound  thereof^  but  canst  n$t  fell  whence  it  cometh^  and 
whither  it  goetb  ;  so  is  every  one  that  is  bom  of  tie 
Spirit. 

(See  the  Collect.) 

THE  doctrine,  which  is  taught  by  our  Saviour,  in 
this  chapter,  son^tinies  extorts  the  question  of , 
Nicodemus,  "  How  can  these  things  be  ?"  How  is 
this  consistent  with  human  liberty,  and  moral  virtue  ? 
But  what  is  the  reply  of  our  Lord,  "  Marvel  not  that 
"  I  said  unto  thee,  ye  must  be  born  again;*'  there  i$ 
an  absolute  necessity  for  something  more  than  what  is 
conveyed  by  a  natural  generation,  in  order  to  renew 
and  restore  your  nature  :  for  *«  that  which  is  bom  of 

^  Dr.  Horberrj.     Vide  Second  Sermon  for  Tenth  Svnday  after 
Tiimty,  Vol.  IK 
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*«  the  flesh,  IS  flesh ;"  seeks  and  minds  only  the  things 
of  the  flesh :  ^'  and  that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  is 
<<  spirit  f  is  a  principle  of  a  higher  life,  and  leads  meQ 
to  mind  the  things  of  the  Spirit.  And  though  there 
may  be  something  intricate,  and  mysterious,  in  the 
operation,  yet  that  is  no  reasonable  objection  to  th^ 
truth  of  it,  which  is,  sufficiently,  plain  from  its  fruits 
and  effects.  Just  as  in  the  case  of  the  wind ;  which, 
however  abstruse  the  philosophy  thereof  may  be,  as  to 
its  origin,  nature,  and  direction,  is  yet,  plainly^  proved 
to  be  a  very  real,  and  a  very  powerful  thing,  by  the 
sound,  and  other  sensible  effects,  whfch,  usually,  at- 
tend it :  ^*  the  wind  bloweth  where  it  listeth,  and  thou 
*^  hearest  the  sound  thereof,  but  canst  not  tell  whence 
^  it  coqcieth,  and  whither  it  goeth;  so  is  every  one  that 
"  is  born  of  the  Spirit." 

It  seems  evident  from  this  short  illustration  of  osr 
Saviour's  reasoning,  thai  this  first  baptismal  regene- 
ration is  wrought  in  us  by  the  influence  of  the  Blessed 
Spirit.  He  then  plants  in  our  nature  a  seed  of  life, 
which,  if  carefully  cultivated  afterwards,  will  spring  up 
into  righteousness  and  immortality.  But  whether  thb 
seed  is,  constantly,  cherished  by  the  same  divine  in- 
fluence, or  whether  our  nature,  thus  renewed,  is  itself 
sufficient,  by  its  own  powers,  to  bring  it  to  perfection^ 
is  still  a  question ;  for  the  resolving  of  which  we  must 
seek  in  other  parts  of  Scripture.  Men  run  into  great 
extremes  on  this  head.  Some  magnify  beyond  truth, 
the  freedom  of  the  human  will,  and  the  integrity  of  the 
human  nature ;  and  by  consequence,  at  least,  deny  the 
doctrine  of  Divine  Grace.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Cal- 
vinists,  and  some  other  sects,  give  too  disadvantageous 
an  idea  of  our  nature,  and  condition ;  and,  in  order,  as 
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tfaey  think,  to  do  honor  to  the  Grace  of  God,  repre* 
sent  it  as  given  in  such  an  irresistible  degree-— *when« 
ever  it  is  given  to  any  effectual  purpose — as  to  destroy 
both  liberty,  and  virtue.  Instead  of  attempting  to  un« 
ravel  the  perplexities  of  these  different  schemes,  I  shall 
endeavor  to  establish  the  general  doctrine  in  a  manner, 
CO  which  BO  reasonable  exception  can  be  made.  In 
order  to  thl^  I  shall. 

First,  proppte  the  doctrine  itself: 
Secondly,  sJiew  its  foundatioa  in  the  word  of  God: 
Thirdly,  mention  the  limitations  and  restrictions 
under  which  it  might  be  admitted : 

Fourthly,  obviate  the  ill  uses  which  may  be  madf 
of  it: 

Lastly,  specify  the  good  ends  which  it,  naturally, 
promotes. 

I.  The  doctrine  is  this:  that  the  Holy  Ghost^  by  a 
secret  operation  of  men's  minds,  disposes  them  to  the 
love,  and  assists  them  in  the  practice,  of  goodness. 
This  influence  is,  commonly,  called  Grace  ;  and  the 
effects  produced  by  it  <^  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit.**  The 
necessity  of  this  gracious  influence,  or,  as  our  Church 
terms  it,  this  <^  Inspiration  of  the  Holy  Spirit/' ^ises 
from  the  wealcness,  and  corruption,  of  our  nature;  from 
the  number,  variety,  and  power  of  temptations  of  the 
world,  the  flesh,  and  the  devil,  compared  with  the  na- 
ture of  Religion,  and  the  difficulties  which  attend  the 
practice  of  our  duty.  From  a  view  of  these  things  to«» 
gether,  men  have  often  thought  that  they  needed  some 
assistance;  and  Christians,  in  particular,  have  per* 
toaded  themselves,  that  they  are  taught  to  expect  it 
from,  and  by,  the  operations  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  whose 
distinct  peculiar  office,  as  they  apprehend^  is  to  ^^  sane- 
y  tify  all  the  elect  people  of  God.*'         \ 
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II.  The  foundation  which  this  dcctrioe  bta  id  die 
word  of  Godi  will  appear^  dther.from  direct  assertions 
of  it>  or  From  express  ptomises  of  asaistance,  or  from 
directions  given  concerning  it.  If  the  word  of  God 
affords  us  instances  in  any  one  of  these  ways^  and  much 
more,  if  it  supplies  us  with  iostanoesof  them  all,  tbey> 
who  belies  this  word  of  God,  niust,  coosequently^ 
receive  this  doctrine  of  it  as  true  aswi.  useful.  ^  The 
<*  love  of  God,"  which  appears  in  keeping  all  His 
commandnoents,  ^<  is  shed  abioad  in  our  hearu  by  the 
^  Holy  Ghost,  which  is  given  onto  u^.  If  we  mortify 
"  the  deeds  of  the  body/'  it  is  «  through  the  Spirit;^ 
if  we  be  ^^  Jfilled  with  all  joy  and  peace  in  believing;  if 
**  we  abound  in  hope,"  it  is  *'  through  the  ^ower  of 
**  the  Holy  Ghost"  Our  lanctification  is  represented 
as  His  work ;  "  the  Spirit  helpeth  our  infinnities**^ 
And  even  where  we  are  exhorted  to  "  work  out  our 
^  own  Salvation*'  with  the  greatest  care  and  solicitude^ 
it  is  pressed  upon  us  by  this  considerBtionv  thai  God, 
by  the  agency  and  operations,  of  his  Holy  Spirit^ 
^  worketh  jn  us  both  to  will,  and  to  do,  of  His  good 
«  pleasure/'  More  effectually  to  carry  on  this  graci-« 
OU9  work,  His  delight  is  with  the  children  of  men,  and^ 
ih  a  peculiar  manner.  He  dwells  in  them.  <^  Know. 
«  ye  not,  that  your  body  is  the  Temple  of  the  Holy. 
**  Ghost,  which  is  in  you,  which  ye. have  of  God? 
<*  Know  ye  no(,  that  ye  are  ^  Temple  of  God,  and 
^  that  the  Spirit  ofGoddwelleth  in  you?"  Questions 
these,  which  carry  in  them  even  more  than  direct  asset-' 
tions;  as  they  intimate  that  it  is  scarcdy  possible,  at 
least  that  it  is  a  shame^  for  any  Christian  to  be  igiia« 
rant  of  ihis  plain,  and  important  points  I  only  add 
ilns  full  and  explicit  declaration  of  Sc  Paul,  ^  if  anf 
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^^  man  have  not  the  Spirit  of  Christy  he  is  none  of 
«  His." 

The  directions  which  are  given  in  Scripture,  with 
relation  to  the  Spirjt  and  His  gifts,  shew,  likewise,  the 
fbijkndation,  which  the  doctrine  has  in  the  word  of  God; 
and  are,  in  effect,  so  many  promises  of  assistance,  if 
(he3«  directions  be,  faithfully,  observed^  ;Of  this  kind 
is  that  of  St.  James;  ^^  if  any  of  you  lack  wisdom,  let 
^^  him  ask  of  God ;  let  him  ask  in  faith,  nothing 
*^  waverings"  For  this  wisdom  is,  at  leasts  one  of  the 
manifold  gifts  of  Grace,  if  it  does  not,  rather  compre* 
bend  them  all ;  '^  for  the  wisdom  that  is  from  above,  is 
^^  first  pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  and  easy  to  be 
*^  entreated;  full  of  mercy,  and  good  fruits,  without 
<^  partiality,  and  without  hypocrisy/'  Of  this  kind 
also  are  the  directions,  '^  not  to  quench  the  Spirit,  and 
*^  not  to  grieve  Him,"  either  by  idleness,  or  pride,  or 
vice;  by  a  careless  inattention  to  the  ^od  thoughts 
and  desires,  which  He  puts  into  our  minds,  or  by  a 
wilful  opposition  to  them. 

III.  If  men  had,  always,  expressed  themselves  upon 
this  subject  with  the  same  accur.acy,  which  the  Apostla 
uses  here,  and  been  content  with  asserting  the  doctrine 
of  ^^  Grace  to  help  in  time  of  needy"  it  would  have 
been  unnecessary  to  mention  the  limitations,  and  re? 
strictions,  under  which  this  doctrine  ought  to  be  ad« 
mitted  And  the  first,  and  great  one  of  all,  is,  that  it 
be  admiued  in  no  sense,  but  what  is  consistent  wi(h  ou( 
nature,  and  the  nature  of  virtue,  so  as  to  leave  us  mor 
ral  agents.  The  agency  of  the  Spirit  is  not  like  the  iaiw 
petuosity  of  the  wind,  which  *^  rends  the  mountains, 
<^  and  breaks  in  pieces  the  rocks,''  and  carries  wtxy 
thing  before  it  with  a  force  not  to  be  resisted.     He 
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works  in  a  gentle,  per&uasive  way^  and  is  found  <^  iii 
«<  the  still  small  voice*"  of  reason^  and  conscience.  • 
His  operations  are  the  opefatidns  of  mind  on  mind  9 
and  if  created^  if  human,  spirits  can  influence  each 
other,  by  arguments,  by  advice,  by  monition,  and  per- 
suasion^ cannot  that  infinite  Spirit,  who  not  otily  knows, 
but  fashioned,  all  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  men,  in- 
fluence them  likewise,  guide  them  by  His  counsel,  and 
assist  them  by  His  Grace,  and  yet  leave  them  in  pos- 
session of  their  liberty  ?  **  He  that  planted  the  ear, 
**  shall  He  not  hear  ?  He  that  formed  the  eye,  shall 
••  He  not  see?'*  And  He  that  imparted  to  men  all 
their  pov/crs,  and  all  the  means  of  intercourse  with 
each  other,  shall  He  be  debarred  all  intercourse,  and 
communication,  with  them  ? 

The  restriction  here  mentioned,  regards  us  as  tve  are 
men,  and  moral  agents :  there  is  another  which  con- 
cerns us  as  Christians  of  these  later  ages,  in  which 
Christianity  is  already  planted,  and  the  professors  of  it 
no  longer  exposed  to  persecution.  And  this  will  pre- 
vent us  from  deceiving  ourselves  by  such  promises — 
if  any  such  there  be — as  had  relation  to  times,  which 
had  need  of  more  plentiful  communications.  Unles5^ 
therefore,  our  circumstances  are  the  same,  and'oui^ 
trials  as  severe,  as  were  those  of  the  first  Christians^ 
we  have  no  reason  to  expect  the  same  extraordinary^ 
and  the  same  miraculous,  influences  of  the  Spirits  Jt 
is  by  the  Grace  of  God  that  we  are,  what  we  arcj  that 
we  are  men,  and  Christians,  endowed  with  liberty,  and 
reason,  and  have  only  the  common  trials,  and  tempta- 
tions of  life  to  pass  through:  it  seems,  therefore,  to 
fallow,  that  we  should  only  desire  further,  that  God 
would  be  pleased  to  bless,  direct,  and  assist  us,  in  the 

common 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Si.  Sartbolomew  the  Apostk.  1 5  j 

comdion  methods  of  his  Providence,  and  give  us  such 
a  portion  of  His  good  Spirit,  as  is  agreeable  to  our 
nature,  and  suitable  to  the  circumstances  in  ythkh  we 
are  placed.  But  there  is  no  reason  in  the  nature  of 
the  thing,  and  no  foundation  in  the  word  of  God,  for 
those  strong  impressions,  those  rapturous  sensations  of 
Grace,  those  visions,  and  ecstasies,  and  iHinninations^ 
to  which  some  have  pretended.  If  men  would  not  be 
imposed  on  in  this  affair,  they  ought  to  examine  rather 
what  they  </o,  than  what  ihcyfeeh  for  inward  feelings 
may  be  nothing  elsfc,  but  the  effects  of  a  disordered 
head,  or  the  workings  of  a  warm  imagination.  ^^  But 
^^  whosoever  is  born  of  God  doth  not  commit  sin ; 
**  whosoever  is  born  of  God  overcometh  the  world  ; 
<<  and  he  that  doeth  righteousness  is  righteous.**  Yet 
there  is  no  occasion,  perhaps,  to  confine  the  operations 
of  the  Spirit  to  our  faculties,  and  to  suppose  that  they 
are,  always,  and  only,  addresses  to  the  Reason :  it  is 
by  no  means  absurd  to  suppose,  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
may  draw  us  by  sensations  of  delight  to  that  which  is 
spiritual.  For  it  is  to  little  purpose  how  clear  the  light 
iS)  wherein  we  see  our  duty,  if  our  hearts,  through 
contiption,  be  insensible  to  the  love  of  it ;  and  con« 
sequently,  if  the  influence  of  the  Spirit  be  excluded 
bere^  it  is  excluded  from  that  part  of  us,  which  seems, 
chiefly,  to  require  his  holy  Inspiration. 

IV.  The  doctrine  admitted  under  these  restrictions, 
does  not  seem  capable  of  being,  easily,  abused.  But, 
in  g^eral,  ill  uses  are  oiade  of  it;  which,  therefore,  it 
may  not  be  inexpedient  to  point  out.  This  doctrine 
then  is  grievously  abused,  when  it  is  made  to  serve  the 
purposes  either  of  enthusiasm,  or  carelessness  in  sin. 
And  it  is  made  to  serve  the  purposes  of  enthusiasmt 
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when  any  persons  pretend  to  such  favors  and  commu- 
nications  from  above^  as  Christians,  in  ordinary  cases, 
have  no  reason  to  expect.  The  natural  Reason  of 
men,  and  the  written  word  of  God,  when^  rig^tlyf  em- 
ployed and  used^  are  a  sufficient  guide  to  duty.  All 
immediate  inspirations,  therefore,  all  new  visions  and 
revelations,  as  from  the  Lord,  are  enthusiastic  pre« 
tences»  But  the  most  fatally  pernicious  pretence  of 
this  kind  is,  when  men,  under  the  influence  of  such 
persuasions,  think  themselves  at  liberty  to  dispense 
with  the  eternal  rules  of  righteousness,  and  to  contra* 
diet  the  plain  e9q>ress  laws  of  the  everlasting  Gospel. 
^^  This  persuasion  cometb  not  of  Him  that  hath  called 
<^  us,  this  wisdom  cometb  not  from  above ;  but,*'  if 
there  be  any  thing  in  it  more  than  what  is  <^  earthly 
"  and  sensual,"  it  is  "  devilish.'* 

The  doctrine  of  Grace  may,  however,  be  abused  to 
the  purposes  of  carelessness  and  sloth  ;  and  it,  really^ 
is  %Of  when,  instead  of  exerting  their  own  endeavors, 
men  only  wait  for  the  influence  of  the  Spirit,  which 
will,  sometime,  they  hope,  convert  them  as  in  a  mo- 
ment, without  preparation,  without  prayer,  without  any ^ 
diligence  of  their  own.  But  they  may  as  well  expect^ 
that  the  Holy  Ghost  should  descend  suddenly,  ^^  as 
<^  with  the  sound  of  a  rushing  mighty  wind,"  as  that 
He  should  convert  them  in  this  irresistible  manner.. 
No!  He  imparts  his  Grace,  as  it  were,  in  Dumber, 
weight,  and  measure ;  and  td  such  as  make  a  good  use 
afnd  improvement  of  those  degrees  of  it^  which  are, 
already,  conferred  upon  them,  more  shall  be  given, 
till,  at  length,  they  have  abundance. 

But  the  vilest,  the  most  ungrateful  abuse  is  made  of 
this  doctrine,  when,  under  the  cover  of  it,  men  justify^ 
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or^  af  kasty  excuse  ihemselves  in  the  known  practice 
of  sin*  This  they  do,  either  when  they  live  in  the. 
habit  of  ally  vice,  pretending  that,  as  yet,  they  have  noc 
Grace  sufficicm  to  resist  it;  or,  more  professedly,  wbea 
they  ^^  continue  in  sin  that  Grace  may  abound/*  may 
appear  more  gloriouB  at  last,  in  the  victory  over.suc^ 
confirmed,  and  inveterate  habits.  This  turning  the 
Gractf  of  God  into  an  at^gument  for  immorality,  ii,^ 
surely,  the  highest  way  of  grieving  the  Holy  Spirit,  who 
is  the  Giver  of  it;  and  as  to  ourselves,  >'  in  making 
^^  that,  which  should  have  been  for  our  wealth,  become 
^  ttitto  u»  an  occasion  of  falling/' 

y.  We  make  a  good  use  of  this  doctrine,  when  we 
9ufier  it  to  answer  those  ends,  which,  it  seems  in  itself 
naturally,  calculated  to  promote.  One  of  these  is  de- 
votion, or  application  to  God  in  prayer.  Now,  this 
doctrine  teaches  us,  that  we  can  do  nothing  without  the 
asstfitaDceof  God*s  Holy  Spirit,  and  yet  that  this  Spirit 
will  not  be  given  but  to  those  that  ask  Him  >  that  ask 
Him  with  earnestness  and  importunity^  atid  seek  Hin^ 
in  diligent  prayer.  In  like  manner,  this  doctrine  mustj^ 
natural^,  excite  us  to  make  a  regular,  and  religioua 
use  of  all  the  established  means  of  Grace.  We  can- 
not, with  any  cun&istency,  neglect  the  study  of  the 
Scriptures,  if  we  believe  that  a  secret  influence  goes 
along  with  it^  above  what  we  have  reason  to  expect 
frota  any  human  writings.  We  cannot,  with  any  con- 
^stency,  neglect  the  assemblies  of  Christian  worship^ 
if  we  believe  that  Christ  himself  is  in  the  midst  of  them, 
dtHributing  those  favors  of  His  gracious  presence^ 
which  may,  elsewhere,  perhaps,  be  sought  in  vaia. 
We  cannot,  with  any  consistency,  neglect  the  Christian 
Sacraments,  if  we  believe  that,  besides  ^  the  outward 
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^  and  visible  signs^**  there  is  also  ^^  an  inward  and 
^  spiritual  Grace;"  and  particularly,  that,  in  the  Lord's 
Supper,  ^^  our  souls  are  strengthened  and  refreshed  by 
^  the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ,  as  Our  bodies  are  by 
^  the  bread  and  wine/'  And,  in  all  probability,  if  we 
were  to  ask  a  reason  for  their  conduct,  from  those  ptr* 
sons  who  do  n^lect  these  things,  such  of  them  as  are 
able  to  give  cme,  would  allege,  that  they  expett  no 
advantage  in  the  use  of  them.    What  are  those  Ordi- 
dinances  that  we  should  keep  them  ?    Or,  what  profit 
is  there,  if  we  attend  upon  them  ? 
'  To  conclude.     The  doctrine  of  Divine   Grace 
rightly  understood,  infcmns  us,  that  we  are  carrying 
on  a  work  in  which  God  himself  is  engaged;  and 
which,  therefore,  cannot  fail  of  success,  but  through 
our  ftult.    ^^  It  is  God,  which  worketh  in,**  and  with, 
^  us,  both  to  will^  and  to  do,  of  His  good  pleasure;*' 
and  therefore,  we  are  inexcusable,  if,  under  the  eye 
and  inspection  of  such  an  assistant,  we  do  not  ^^  work 
^  out  our  own  Salvation.'*  Now,  our  first  attempts  to- 
wards virtue  will  interest  a  power  in  our  behalf,  which, 
in  spite  of  all  opposition,  will  be  sufficient  for  us ; 
while  we  are  yet  afar  off,  our  heavenly  Father  will 
^^  meet  us,  and  have  compassion  on  us.**    But  this  im- 
plies, that  we  have  some  power  ourselves  to  lay  hold 
of  the  hand,  which  is  thus,  graciously,  stretched  out  to 
relieve  us.     It  implies,  that  we  are  not  only  able,  but 
obliged  to  answer  the  end,  for  which  the  Grace  of  God 
is  bestowed  upon  us.     And  that  is,  not  to  render  our 
own  care  superfluous,  but  effectual ;  not  to  supersede 
our  own  endeavors,  but  to  make  them  succe^ful.   And  . 
when  we  thus  labor,  that  we  may  not  "  receive  the 
**  Grace  of  God  in  vain;"  when  we  hope  to  receive 
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the  Spirit,  only  that  we  may  ^'  bring  forth  the  fruit» 
'^  of  the  Spirit,  in  righteousness,  peace,  and  joy  in  the 
**  Holy  Ghost :"  in  short,  when  we  take  to  ourselves 
the  blame  of  all  that  is  amiss,  and  ascribe  to  God  the 
glory  of  all  that  is  good  in  us,  then  the  doctrine  of  Di- 
vine Grace  has  bad  its  natural  effect  upon  us,  and 
wrou|^t  in  as  that  temper  of  mind,  which,  by  the  ap- 
pointment)  and  promise  of  God,  entitles  us  to  the  king- 
dom of  glory.  ^'  Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit,  for 
♦*  their's  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven/*  There  every 
heart  will  be  sensible,  and  every  tongue  will  confess, 
duu  i^  this  great  Salvation,  so  much  beyond  what 
^<  they  looked  for,"  is,  principally,  and  originally 
owipg,  not  to  any  works  or  merits  of  their  own,  but 
to  the  benevolence  and  mefcy  of  God  the  Father,  to 
die  merits  and  mediation  of  God  the  Son,  to  the  guid* 
ance  and  assistance  of  God  the  Holy  Ghost. 
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SERMON     XIV. 


ST.   MATTHEW   THE    APOSTLE. 


ST.  MATTHEW  was  the  la«t  called  of  the  Apoailcs.  He 
bad  also  the  name  of  Levi ;  for  St.  Mark  and  St.  Luke  umw- 
tion  him  under  that  name  when  they  relate  hit  c^lliog.  He 
Wa9  a  PuHicav,  or  custom  officer,  ^rhoae  .butix^s  wa%  tP 
take  up  the  duties  laid  upoA  the  fisb'mg  ix^i^  ia^be  lake  of 
Tiberias ;  or  however,  to  receive  those  which  were  due  ia 
the  neighborhood  of  Capernaum,  which  was  the  place  of  hif 
aettleraent.  The  receipt  of  custom  was  the  custom-house  df 
the  place,  where  the  customer  had  a  clear  view  of  ships  and 
lading  :  and  upon  this  reason  it  was  that  our  Saviour,  past, 
jng  by,  could  see  St.  Matthew  sitting.  The  wonderful 
efficacy  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  was  visible  in  this  man's 
conversion ;  for  our  Saviour  said  no  more  than  '*  follow  me, 
*'  and  he  arose  and  followed  Him."  Indeed,  our  Saviour 
doing  so  many  miracles  in  the  country  about  Capernaum 
might  make  a  striking  impression  upon  the  Evangelist  with 
regard  to  His  character ;  but  that  he  should  become  His  dis- 
ciple only  by  beckoning  to  him,  shews  the  omnipotent  power 
of  Divine  Grace  infused  into  his  heart,  to  engage  him  to  leave 
a  wealthy  employ,  for  the  want,  and  penury,  and  dangers  of 
the  Apostleship.  The  feast  which  he  made  to  entertain  our 
Saviour  just  after  his  call,  at  which  several  Publicans,  or 
tax-gatherers  were  present,  gave  great  offence  to  the  Phari« 
sees,  who  thought,  with  the  rest  of  the  Jews,  that  all  Publi- 
licans  were  wicked  men,  and  not  fit  for  an  ordinary  Jew, 
much  less  for  an  holy  Prophet,  to  converse  with.    Our 
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Saviour,  tberefor^,  thought  fit  to  choose  one  of  His  fo^ 
lowers,  out  of  an  order  of  them,  whom  they  bad  the  vK>ri|^ 
opinion  of ;  to  shew  th^t  the  Gj^e  of  the  Goipel  viu  ex- 
tended not  only  to  good  men; Tut  that  all  men,  however 
flagitious,  might  be  saved,  upon  their  repentance. 

The  Apostle  wrote  the  Gospel  which  bears  his  name,  about  » 
eight  years  after  Christ's  ascension ;  just  before  the  Apostlei 
di^>er8ed  thcnvelves  to  go  to  preach  the  Grospel  ia  foreign 
parts.  He  undertook  this  work  at  the  request  of  the  con^ 
verted  Jews  in  Pa)fstine»  who  w(9re  desirous  to  h|ive  some  of 
the  memoirs  of  our  Saviour*^  life  left  with  them,  to  which 
they  might  have  recourse  in  the  Apostle's  absence.  St.  Mat- 
thew, complying  with  this  their  desire,  wrote  this  excellent 
Gospel  which  we  now  have  in  our  hands,  {t  should  seem 
that  all  the  Apostles  topk  a  copy  of  it  with  them  when  they 
went  to  travel. 

The  province  allotted  for  his  {^reaching  the  Gospel  was  .£tfai- 
opia,  from  whence  we  do  not  read  that  be  ever  returned,  but 
probably  suffered  martyrdom  there* 

*  Vide  The  Abridgment  of  tbe  Elements  of  Christian  Theology^ 
Part  2.  ch.  2. 


t   MATTHEW   i3C    l^. 

I  am  not  corm  to  call  tbe  righteous^  But  sinners  to  re^ 
pentance. 

IT  was  one  of  the  reproaches  ivhich  were  early  cast 
upon  Christianity,  that  it  held  out  its  cherishing 
arms  to  the  very  worst  of  oieuj  and  gave  assurance  of 
Salvation  to  thosej  whose  cringes  were  so  greats  as  to 
5 
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fipd  no  methods  of  atonement  in  any  otber  religion : 
and  the  objection  was  so  far  true^  that  the  glad  tidtnga 
of  Salvation  by  the  Qpspel,  were  preached  unto  all 
men^  unto  sinners  more  especially.  But  to  be  enutled 
to  the  benefits  of  the  Gospel,  they  were  not  to  come 
with  their  sins  about  them,  4>ut  were  to  dr^p  them,  as 
it  were,  at  the  door  of  the  Chrisdan  Church,  and  to 
€nter  into  it,  cloathod  anew  with  the  garment  of  inno- 
cence and  purity.  And,  therefore,  the  proper  light,  in 
which  this  reception  of  sinners  into  Christianity  ought 
to  have  been  represented,  was  this }  that  provided  a 
man  forsook  his  sins,  and  becaipe  a  new  creature,  there 
vas  no  past  behavior  so  l;ad,  but  what  the  Religion  of 
the  Blessed  Jesus  proclaimed  a  pardon  for ;  and  the 
worse  a  man  had  been,  the  more  need  was  there  for 
him  to  ^  make  baste  and  repent,''  and  profess  his  be- 
lief in  Him,  who  came  upon  earth  with  this  gradous 
design  of  ^^  calling  sinners  to  repentance.'' 

Jn  this  there  was  not  the  least  encouragement  given 
to  sib,  cfaoai^  to  sinners  there  was  much.  And  if  this 
be  matter  of  reproach,  there  is  reason  for  casting  it 
upon  our  holy  Religion ;  Jesus  having — besides  what 
He  says  in  the  text — told  us,  that  ^  He  came  to  seek, 
**  and  to  save  that  which  was  lost;*'  and  St.  Paul  hav* 
ing  made  this  circumstance  a  foundation  of  boasting, 
when  he  said,  ^'  this  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  wordi/ 
<*  of  all  acceptation,  that  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the 
<^  ^orld  to  save  sinners." 

The  same  is  the  purport  of  our  Lord's  words  in  the 
text.  He  had  called  Matthew— otherwise  named  Levi 
— to  be  one  of  His  followers;  who,  at  the  time  when 
he  was  called,  was  by  his  office,^  a  Publican,  chat  is,  a 
collector  of  the  taxes,  which  were  laid  upon  the  Jews^ 
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t>y  fb^  Roman  Emperors.  The  Jet^s^  ^dtierally, 
reckoned,  that  the  khposition  of  those  takes  vas  ah  act 
of  oppression ;  and  those  i'ublicans  being  Jews^  Were 
looked  lipon  as  infamous  fot  their  persohal  assistance 
in  that  oppression.  And  therefore,  wefitkl  in  the  foixr 
Gospels;  that  the  Jews,  almost  always,  spake  of  *^  Pub- 
^  licans  and  sinners*'  together,  as  if  they  knew  not  liow 
to  separate  the  two  characters,  not  even  in  thonght. 

St.  Matthew — for  it  was  the  Apostle  ehd  £vange)ilt 
6f  that  name  who  was  thus  called — upon  his  becoming 
H  disciple  of  Christ,  made  "  a  great  feast*'  for  bis  new 
Master,  at  which  were  preisent,  ^s  gbests,  several  of 
the  same  employment  with  himself.     Bat  when  the 
l^rrbes  and  Pharisees  saw  our  Lord  eating  at  the^m'e 
table  vvith  these,  they  murmured,  and  said  to  His  diii- 
ciples,  **  why  eateth  your  Master  with  Publicans -and 
•*  sifiners?*'  This  they  objected  as  matter  of  reproach, 
that  a  man,  who  had  professed  to  ^^  fulfil  all  rightes 
^  dusness,"  as  Jesus  had,  should  defile  Himself  wiA 
iuch  unclean  society  :  but  the  holy  Jesu 
parts  of  U-is  answer  to  them,  said,  that  F 
^^  not  to  calt  the  righteous,  biit  sinners  \ 
He  bein  knew  His  business,  and  the 
message  which  He  brought  with  Him 
and  thus  He  hath  represented  it  to  us. 

^  not  to  call  the  righteous  ;**  for  if  there ^ 

«s,  strictly,  and  property,  "  were  righteous,"  they  atooti 
itn  no  need  of  His  caR^  at  least,  in  no  need  of  Hi» 
^  call  to  repentance,^  as  sinners  did.  These,  by  Ijfe- 
ing  in  a  state  of  cnmit/with  God,  were  in  a  lost  and 
tmdone  condition;  aAd  therefore,  such  ais  these  Hte 
came  to  rescue  from  eternal  misfery,  to  Itcal  them  iwb 
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.the  way  that  leadeth  to  eternal  life,  and  to  make  peace 
for  them  with  his  oflFended  Father. 

I  shall  Consider  in  the  following  discourse, 

First,  that  the  endeavor  to  refortti  sinners,  is  an  act 
worthy  of  Go^ji,  as  He  is  the  supreme  Governor  of  the 
.universe. 

Secondly,  that  the  method  which  God  made  use  of 
for  this  purpose,  in  sending  Christ  upon  earth,  was  the 
'properest  method  for  obtaining  this  end. 

Thirdly,  that,  therefore,  all  sin  is  the  more  inex- 
cusable; and  sinners,  without  repentance,  are  the  more 
exposed  to  the  divine  vengeance. 

First.     The  (endeavor  io  reform  sinners  is  an  aa 
worthy  of  God,  as  He  is  the  supreme  Governor  of  the 
-universe. 

It  tends  to  advance  the  honor  and  glory  of  God, 
because  every  man,  who  is  "  called  to  repentance,"  is 
called  to  begin  an  exemplary  life,  or,  as  the  Scripture 
expresses  it,  to  "  bring  forth  fruits  meet  for  repent- 
«*  ance." 

David  represents  the  Almighty  as  saying,  "  Whoso 

*5  pfFereth  praise,  glorifieih  me."     The  practice  of 

-piety  and  virtue  is  homage  paid  to  God,  in  obedience 

to  whose  commands,  all  those  good  actions  of  His  faitb- 

.  ful  subjects  are  performed. 

4     We  may,  therefore,  truly  say,  that  God  is  to  be  glo- 

*rified  by  us  j  and  that  He  is  well  pleased  when  our  ac- 

.tions,  as  well,  as  our  tongues,  speak  His  praise.    Thi^, 

therefore,  is  one  reason,  why  "  the  calling  of  sinners 

•^  to  repentance*'  is  an  act  worthy  of  God.     It  tends 

to  advance  His  glory,  a  glory  founded  upon  the  truest 

,merit^  and.  directed  to  tlie  most  useful  purposes. 

It 
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It  tends,  lit^eWise^  to  promote  the  interests  of  humta 
society :  for,  what  is  it  that  disturbs  the  world,  but  the 
sinfulness  of  men  drawing  them  different  ways,  and 
settii^  duty  aside  for  the  sake  of  gratifying  their  irre- 
gular passions  ?  , 

Virtue  and  innocence,  naturally,  tend  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  a  nation.  They  produce  union,  and, 
peace  in  it,  and  these  are  the  best  nursing  parents  of  all 
the  conveniences,  and  comforts,  oflife*  Jf  we  could 
know  how,  wicked  any  nation  is,  we  might,  likewise^ 
know,  how  miserable  it  is,  or  shortly  will  be«  The 
one,  usually,  bears  a  proportion  to  the  other ;  vice  be- 
ing to  a  society  what  poison  is  to  a  body,  which,  ac« 
cording  to  the  quantity,  or  strengthi  of  it,  will,  sooner 
or  later,  destroy  the  constitution. 

Besides,  the  design  of  all  human  laws  being  to  fer 
strain  men  from  crimes,  which  disturb  the  peace  of 
society^  no  reason  can  be  given  why  it  should  not  be 
tl)0ttght  worthy  of  God  to  lay  the  same  restraint  upon 
mens^  consciences  by  His  Laws :  why  it  should  not  be 
as  serviceable  to  society,  for  the  Gospel  to  call  sin* 
ners  to  repentance,  as  for  our  laws  to  bring  male^citors 
to  punishment,  that  they  or  others,  by  the  sight  of  i^ 
may  be  taiight  to  amend  their  behavior  ? 

But  then,  if  wfe  consider  further,  that  the  worst  of 
men  have  immortal  souls ;  souls  which  "^re  to  subsist 
after  death,  in  some  state,  to  all  eternity;  this  question 
may  be,  properly,  asked;  is  it  not  worthy  of  the  Creator 
of  all  men,  to  have  pity  on  these,  and  try  to  awaken 
men  from  the  lethargy  of  a  sinful  habit ;  that  they  may 
think  of  what  place  they  are  preparing  for  themselves, 
and  what  a  dreadful  risque  they  run  of  entering  upon 
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t  ftttutic  state  imh  all  tfaeir  vices  and  fellies  tipoo  tXeir 
Ifleads? 

If  there  be  a-parrhlhtieiir  prepared  Fof  the  guilty  antf 
ittipenkcnt,  urc  ttoight,  perhaps,  have  some  reasons  tx^ 
think  hardly  of  God,  if  He  never  ^^warned**  sinftcrr 
eif  their  wretched  state,  but  remamed  a  Mlent  spectator 
ef  Aeir  Hasty  coar^  Intio  eternal  mm :  whereas^  now^ 
irhcfn  He*  hath  declared  in  His  holy  Scriptures,  that 
^  He  hailriK)  pteasote  i»  Ae  death  of  the  wicked  i**' 
and  that  He  deiireth  that  ^  all  men  shouM*  be  saved  f** 
now,  when  !He^  so  frequently,  and  earnestly,  calls  upot^ 
them  to  ^^  turn  from  the  evil*  of  ihehr  wayV^  no  mah,. 
surely,  can  ihinV  cX  God,  but  as  of  a  kind,^  and  merci* 
lul,  Beittg,  who  taker  st>  tAUch  pains,  as  it  were,  ta 
restore  His  creatures  to^  the  happy  statte  of  hyiocencey 
ih  iK^iidh  Be  at  first  creafted  them. 

Let  none,,  flien,  object  tt)  tEhrjMiamhy^  Aat  aH  i» 
itkn  h  to  reclaim  shmers ;  that  the  worst  of  mankind^ 
are  toost  s6ught  ^fifcr  by  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  It  i$^ 
true,  that tfiey 'are  SO;  but  then  Ae  care  and  concern 
ishewed  fbr  t!he  reforming  such  a5>  these,  is,  lo  all  the 
three  views  laid  before  you;  highly  worthy  of  God.  It- 
tends  to  advance  Hfs  honor  and  glory  ;  it  tends  to  prD«> 
jnote  the  welfare  of  human  society  ;  and  it  is^  a  coi>* 
Mm  for  that  part  of  man,  which  continues  after  tha 
*  earthly  house  of  the  body*'  is  dissolved,  and  which^ 
wKhout  repentaiice,  muft  be  miserable  to  all  eternity. 

If  there  are  nobler  ends,  which  can  be  assigned  fbr 
My  of  God"^  tctionsj  let  HH^  have  the  full  praise  of 
thetn :  but,  in  the  mean  time,,  tet  us^  from  what  hai^ 
been  taught,  karn  to  justify  what  our  Blessed  Saviour 
said  id  the  text,  ^*  I  am  not  come  to  c  il^thc  rightes 
^  Ous^litttsiniiers  to  repentance.'^ 

Secondly.^ 
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Secondly.  I  oow  pr9c;ee4  ^o^  sh^v  th^  tiicmctjickl 
made  use  of  by  OQ4»iR  ^ondingCMitfipaR^Artfa,  \iiiv 

i>€t€wsc  ClMrUtcaip^  wiiib  i^  gWMor  auidtginty^thM  ^iqr 
othef  fkiRg  could  have  for  reforming  siimci^*  and  Im^ 
i^use  He  did  ihai(  wfckb  no  othejr  BeiQg  cpuM  do  fiir 
saving  tbem. 

The  antborityt  with  ^rfuch  Chri^  pftiacbed  tQ  (in- 
Mrs,  vas  «o  mucb  tbie  gr^a^r^  as  lie  wa^  a.  more  ptns 
feet  iMcero  of  what  i$  piQUt  ao4  yirtuoi^,  than  bad 
<^er  boea  Oftaaifested  to  tbe  world*  Nq  out  c^n  q»eaJip 
40  the  iiBholy  wd  the  ui^ckajH  wtib  io  much  weighs,  of 
persiiarion»  as  be  wbo  ia  hiffMelf  ftee  froai  all  d^le^ 
ment  of  sin.  It  wUl,  always,  be  ficmad  m  fiKt,  ibonj^ 
in  right  it  ought  not,  to  be  a  great  abatemeitt  of  tbe 
teacher's  power  of  '^  caliing  sioners  to  repestanoei**  if 
be  k  seen  to  stand  in  need  of  rqpentance  biiDsdl^  and 
to  be  ibe  reverse^  in  bis  Ufe  and  actionc^.  of  wbal  hb 
doQtrine  pKirpsses,  and  enforces. 

Nor  is  tfaie  pf04>iiety  of  sending  Christ  upon  this 
gracious  OMMage  s^^xt  only  in  His  bright,  and  uncxcep** 
tionahle  e&ample :  it  is  to  be  discoyered^  Hkewiae^  in 
the  ambority  with  which  He  came,  as  the  Son  of  GQ(i^ 
B&  Hiaonly  Son,  as  His  Son  In  whom  He  declared  Him- 
self  veil  pleased* 

He  came  **  from  the  bosom  of  his  Father,'*  so  the 
Scriptures  represent  Him  in  his  former  sjcatje  of  gloiy; 
and,  therefore^  He  must  he  supposed  to  have  koowa 
the  wbuk  wijl  of  bii  Fadier.  His  lessons  were  drawa 
from  the  founuin  of  all  wisdom.  Well,  therefore,  WfH 
it.  said  by  the  KYao^list,  that  '^  He  uugbt  the  Jews 
^  as  OK  having  amborifiy,"  and  not  after  tbe  maoner 
M3  of 
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of  the  Scribes;  and,  by*  the  officers  of  the  chief  priests, 
that  "  never  ipan  spake  likfe  this  man." 

If  in  this  view  of  the  matter  it  appears,  that  the 
imethod  which  God  took  for  reforming  sinners,  had  a 
peculiar  wisdom  in  it,  we  may  see  a  still  stronger  proof 
l>f  it,  if  we  refl/ect,  that  no  other  Being  could  db,  what 
Christ  came  into  the  world  to  do  for  saving  sinners* 

He  came  to  die  for  them— to  give  Himself  a  ran- 
som for  them— to  be  an  Atonement  and  propitiation 
for  their  sins — and  to  make  peace  with  God  for  sin* 
tiers,  by  His  suflFering  on  the  cross.  These  and  the 
like  e:jfpressions  are,  often,  used  in  the  New  Test4ment^ 
to  signify  that  satisfaction^  which  was  made,  by  our 
Blessed  Saviour  to  the  justice  of  God,  highly  offended 
^ith  the  guilt  pf  mankind. 

But  besides  this  general  proof  of  the  propriety  there 
vas  for  God*s  sending  his  Son  into  the  world  to  save 
sinners,  by  making  a  satisfaction  for  then^,  let  it  be 
considered,  that  He  only  "  was  without  sip,"  either 
original,  or  actual  sin,  and  therefore.  He  only  was  qua* 
lified  for  this  extraordinary  office  of  a  Redeemer, 

That  the  best  of  men  are  not  without  $in  is  too  plain 
from  experience.  None  of  this  kind,  then,  could  have 
been  pitched  upon  to  make  that  atonepaent  for  his  kU 
low-creatures,  which  he  stood  in  need  of  for  himself. 
God,  therefore,  employed  the  filessed  Jesus,  in  whose 
birth,'and  whose  life,  no  guilt  was  found,  to  make  pro- 
pitiation for  sin ;  who  was,  as  we  are  told,  without  all 
$in,  and,  as  we  have  reason  to  conclude,  without  all 
possibility  of  sinning. 

To  this  we  may  add,  that  He  wis  not  only  the  Son 
of  Cod,  but  God  himself;  the  second  Person  in  tho 
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mysterious  Trinity :  and  therefore,  though  in  thai  paru 
of  His  nature  as  God,  He  could  not  possibly  suffer;, 
yet  we  may  believe,  that,  where  the  union  between; 
His  divine,  and  human,  nature  was  so  strict,  M-bat  He 
suffered  for  sinners  in  Hrs  human  nature,  received 
some  merit  from  the  unsuffering  part.  His  divine  na- 
ture>  merely  on  account  of  its  close  conjunction  with* 
the  suffering  one.  Thus  much  is  certain,  for  the  Scrip- 
lures,  expressly,  tell  us,  that  "God  purchased  the* 
**  Church  with  His  own  blood  /'  the  Godhead,  there- 
fore, in  Christ,  seems  not  to  have  been  insignificant, 
and  unconcerned,  in  the  great  work  of  man's  Salvation, 
it  being  mentioned  at  the  very  time  when  the  expiating 
death  of  Christ  is  spoken  of. 

From  these  considerations,  therefore,-  it  seems  plaia 
- — as  far  as  we  short-sighted  creatures  can  judge  of  the 
counsels  of  Heaven — that  the  method  which  God  took 
for  the  reforming,  and  saving,  of  sinners,  by  sending 
his  Son  into  the  world,  was  the  most  effectual  method 
for  that  end; 

Thirdly.  I  am  now  to  shew  that  all  sin  committed 
under  the  profession  of  Christianity  is,  on  these  ac- 
counts, the  more  inexcusable,  and  that  Christians, 
without  repentance,  are  the  more  exposed  to  the  divine 
vengeance. 

A  Christian  sees,  by  the  help  of  Revelation,  that 
God  declares  Himself  so  highly  displeased  at  sin,  that 
He  cannot,  at  least  He  will  riot,  pardon  it  without 
satisfaction  made  to  His  justice;  that  therefore,  sia  is, 
extremely,  dangerous  to  the  souls  of  men ;  and  that, 
on  this  account,  He  so  earnestly  exhorts  them  to  re- 
pentance. Does  not  this  aggravate  every  offence  of  a 
Christian,  when  it  is  committed  against  such  cleat 
M  4  knowlege^ 
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kwiwlcgfy  and  against  such  soleinn  warning  ?  WeoQip 
zfat  that,  for  ifac  recovery  of  sinners,  to  their  senses^  tp 
t^dtr  trfie  temporal^aa  wdl  as  their  eternal  interest^  God 
lias,  ^sot  hjs  Son  into  the  worlds  not  merely  (o  teach 
and  insttruqt  such  ini^uided  creatures  as  men,  g^ne^ 
l^ly,  arcr-T-though  That  would  be  a  kind  pqrpose  not 
unworthy  of  Heaven : — nor  was  it,  merely,  to  set  us  ^ 
paiOern  o£  perfection  in  all  the  duiies  of  life*-rthougI| 
this  would  be  Grace  and  Mercy  to  suqh  beings  as  we 
are»  whp  are  more^  effectually,  led  by  o^r  sight  than  by 
our  understandings  r-^-but  He  sent  Him  into  the  world 
Ip^  ^  die  £br  us,''  and  become  ^  a  propitiation  fi^r  ouc 
^  sins/' 

Let  us  then,  seriously,  lay  the«e  things  tq  bearc^ 
Let  <rvery  man,  who  lives  in  the  habit  or  practice  o^ 
any  sin»  coiisider  what  he  is  dping,  and  iJfnder  wfaal 
circumstances  he  is  ofiending*  God  has  now  done  ali 
^^  His.  mercy  |:i^lled  upon  Him  to  do  f  has  done  all 
fdr  reforming  zxA  saving  sjnnei;s^  whicb  the  most  peiv 
feet  goodness  could  dictate  to  Hiip,  Apd  \i  alb  this  to 
be  lost,  because  present  pleasures^^  or  riches,  or  honors, 
may  chance  to  tempt,  and  allure  us  R  |s  the  Blood  of 
(Christ  to  be  thus,  vainly,  spent  on.  vis,  on  those  of  ua^^ 
%bo  stand  covered  with  guiii,  and  have,  tharefore,  na 
benefit  from  that  great  expiation  I  Wb^t  are  calls  ta 
fepen^nce,  if  men  will  not  heafkoi  to  them  I  The]^ 
are  but  dead  words,  and  useless  souqds.  What  is  evej^ 
a>  ^  Christ  crucified  ^  sin,"  to  bim  that  resolves  to 
letain  bis  sins  under  the  very  cross,  the  banner  of  his 
3aviourl 

'Xj^i  no  manmistalLe  the  meaning  of  the  Holy  Scrip* 
lures.  They  promitfe  no  Saviour  to  the  impenitent : 
He  is  to  be  their  Judge^  uti  to  ^^  jodge  tben^ia  righte»* 
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ff  0U3ne$s  ;*'  bujt  rightepus  Judgment,  in  the  great  day 
of  trial,  will  end  in  their  hekviest  sentcnq^. 

From  those  ^f  to  vhom  much  hath  been  given  mudp 

f^  will  be  req^ttired/'  Froo^  the  Heathens  much  i  froni 

the  Jews  more ;  but  from  Ghristjans  mo$t  of  all|  be- 

jcause  the  cleairest  knowlege  of  our  fluty,  and  the  greatest 

assistance  haye  beea  giv^  to  119.    What  then,  caa  we 

^pect,  but  that  if,  after  we  have  been  thus  enlightened^ 

and  prepared^  we  fall  away  into  the  pollutions  of  the 

world,  his  Holy  Spirit,  whom  we  baye  grieved,  wil| 

forsake  us?    And  if  Jhou,  Q  Gqd,  withdraweft  thy 

Holy  ^ifit  from  u^  what  cpni&rt^  either  present^  qr 

fotURcy  can  we  ever  enjoy  ?    Let  us,  therefore,  pbpy 

the  voice  of  Him,  who  once  came  upon  easth  to  f^  call 

f^  sinnersrtorepentance;"  whonov,  by  his^HolyScrip. 

tures,  renews  that  gracious  invitation ;  and  hath  de« 

glared,  diat  his  Divine  Father  is  ready  to  rejteive  u$ 

If  ith  open  arms  upon  pur  repentance* 
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SERMON     XV. 


^r.    MICHAEL    AND    ALL    ANGELS. 


THIS  fcftival  18  celebrated  by  the  Church,  in  thankfulneif  to 
'    God,  for  the  benefits  we  receive  by  the  Ministry  of  tbeboly 

Aagds.  And  because  St.  Michael  is  recorded  in  Scripture 
.   as  an  Angel  of  great  power  and  dignity,  and  as  presiding 

and  watching  over  the  Church  of  God  with  a  particular  vi- 

gjlance  and  application,  and  triumphing  over  the  devil  \  it 

therefore  bears  his  name. 


*  ♦   HEBREWS  i.   I4» 

Are  they  not  all  ministering  spirits^  sent  forth  to  minister 
to  them  who  shall  be  heirs  of  Salvation? 

THE  Christian  Church  has,  uniformly,  preserved, 
with  the  utDQOst  care,  a  just  sense  of  the  many, 
and  invaluable,  blessings  she  has  received  from  ^^  the 
**  Author  and  finisher  of  her  faith.**  In  order  to 
v^hich  she  has  appointed  solemn  days,  commemorative 

*  Never  before  printed* 
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of  thoise  signal  deliverances  she  has  been  blessed  withal; 
and,  by  adapting  (it  and  proper  services  on  each  oc- 
t^asion — agreeably  to  what  God  directed  Moses  in  the 
case  of  4he  Passover-— instructs  her  children  in  the 
meaning  of  them.  All  Sundays  arc  kept  either  in 
honor  of  the  Trinity,  or  of  one  person  in  the  God* 
head ;  of  our  creation,  or  of  our  sanctification,  and 
JRedctnption.  Of  holy  days,  sonje  are  observed  in 
honor  of  our  Blessed  Saviour ;  others  in  memory  of 
those  excellent  and  distinguished  mea,  who  delivered 
the  Sacred  Writings  down  to  our  times,  who  died  in 
the  defence  of  the  truths  revealed,  and  the  doctrines 
contained  in  then),  and  who  adorned  the  profession^ 
and  recommended  the  precepts,  of  the  Gospel,  by 
an  evangelical  zea^  and  an  exemplary  life.  The 
Church,  therefore,  wjsely  determined  to  do  all  possible 
honor  to  their  meinories  5  partly,  that  all  may  be  en- 
couraged to  embrace  their  doctrines,  and  imitate  their 
examples ;  and  partly,  that  virtue,  even  in  this  worlds 
may  not  lose  its  reward,  .The  Church  has  set  apart, 
more  especially,  this  day,  to  commemorate  St.  Michael 
the  Archangel,  and  all  other  holy  Angels,  from  a 
^principle  of  gratitude,  and  acknowlegement  to  God, 
for.  appointing  them  to  be  ready  in  ministering  at  His 
command)  not  only  to  the  support  of  the  Christian 
Church  in  general,  but  to  the  several  member$  of  it 
in  particular.  "  Are  they  not  all  ministering  spirits,** 
says  the  text,^^^  sent  forth  to  minister  to  tbem^  who 
*^  shall  be  heirs  of  Salvation  ?" 

I  shall,  in  the  following  discourse,  enquire  into  the 
9]ature,.and  offices,  of  AngelSf 

Their  nature  is  described  to  us  in  Scripture,  by 
iheir  hueing  called  Spirits*     God,  tays  the  Psalmist, 

"  maketb 
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^<  maiceib  his  Angels  $piriUi''  declaring  tkcoBf  kcmbyry 
lo  be  piu^  incorporeal  subiunccs >  not  coaiposed  of 
corivpi  Qo^cer,  as  the  bodies  of  men  are«  and,  consa^- 
ifuently,  not  aaturaUy  subject  to  die  law  of  corrupt- 
lion;  and  for  this  rcia^oa  tbey  are  immortal.  Thm 
(^ripture,  jt  is  tru^  sometioies  speaks  of  tbcm  aa 
IiaviQg  toQgueSj  and  other  parts  like  those  of  %n  bu- 
jnan  body,  which  scttf^s  not  to  /:oosis(  wiUi  their  being 
incorporeal  and  void  of  matter^  The  Scripimre  ^Mtak^ 
in  the  same  i^anner  of  God ;  such  pa^ss^ges^  ho^ever^ 
lure  not  to  be  understood  literally^  but  vdjOtaphMicaUy  s 
««  For  God^**  as  the  Sacred  Wriiings  declaim  ^  is  a 
f^  Spirit;*'  as  also  are  the  Angpls  j  *^  and  a  Spiril,'* 
•ays  oi^r  Saviour^  ^'l^b  not  flesh  and  boney^  as  ye 
f*  see  Qie  have/*  Angels^  noivitbst;»nding^  appieaited 
to  Abraham ;  they  accepted  bjs  invitation^  ^nd  paiw 
took  of  his  hospiuljity ;  for  ^^  be  dressed  a  caif  for 
^  tbeo)»  set  it  before  tbepi,  and  thty  did  eat/'  Tbejr 
assumed  the  appsarance  of  Dsen^  in  order  than  they 
might  perforqi  the  business  eittrusled  t#  thom*  AimI 
as  Go4  gave  theoi  bodies,  so  He  gave  them^  »  the 
lanoe  tlmCf  bodily  foculuest  to  walkt  to  speak}  to  eat 
-^which  bodies  wete  not  essential  to  them,  hot  calcu- 
laied)  merely,  to  render  them  the  instruments  of  thj^ 
purpose  wbjich  Almig^  Wisdom  desigaedi  and  AU 
mighty  Poweff  aknie  could  aceomplish. 

And  i(  Angels  are  Spirit^  iQcorporeal  substances, 
then  they  arc  not  to  be  discemsd  by  our  senses;  which 
is  another  property  pecuUar  ip  thein;  yet  the  Scrips 
Sure  teBs  w^  Aa^  God  may  be  seen  of  men  i  and  if 
God  is  the  object  of  our  bodily  sight,  may  it  oot  be 
iflferred^  thftt  Augrls  are  also?  Our  Sanrionr  pro^ 
^siaes,  tbfit  ^  the  pure  in  huart  shall  aoe  Qo(L''    3ut 

.  such 
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iircli  passages  refer  to  glorified  saints,  and  not  to 
men  in  this  life.  ^'  Thou  canst  not/*  said  the  AW 
nighty  to  Moses^  ^^  see  my  face;  for  there  shall  na 
••  man  see  me,  and  live,'^ 

As  Angels  are  hnmaterial,  and  invisible^  so  are  they 
Tery  ^orious,  substance).  Though  we  neither  do,  nor 
can  see  thero^  yet  the  Scriptures,  in  many  places,  de- 
scribe their  excellence,  and  display  tb^ir  grandeur/ 
When  the  highest  praise  is  given  to  any  inferior  crea- 
fure,  the  glory  of  the  Angels  is  exhibited  to  us«f 
Manna  js^  by  the  Psalmist^  called  Angels*  food;  sig- 
nifyii^  that,  had  food  been  essential  to  their  sub- 
sistenccy  it  would  have  been  proper  food,  even  for 
tbem^  We  read^  likewise^  that  the  Council,  looking^ 
upon  St.  Stephen,  ^*  saw  his  face,  as  it  had  been  the 
••  face  of  an  Angel**-»they  perceived  a  great  splendor 
aiDiind  him,  just  as  it  wasj;  when,  under  the  Jewishr 
dispensation^  an  Angel  appeared.  1?* he  Psalmist,  speak- 
ing of  tKe  glory  in  which  man  Was,  originally,  created, 
lekptts^s  himself  in  thi^empassioned  m^inner.  ^^  Lordf 
^  what  rs  main  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him,  and  the 
^  son  of  many  that  thou  visitest  him;  thou  hast  madfe 
•*  him  a  litde/*  or,  for  a  little  Ivhile,^  «*  Idwer  thaftr 
^  Ac  Angpls;**  shewing,  hereby,  theifr  great  preemi^ 
nence.  To  these  passages  may  ht  added  the  employ- 
tnem  assigned  them — to  execute  GodS  comtMttds,  and 
^  do  all  His  pleasure.*^  Thiiir  alacrity  in  undertakings 
and  quickness  in  perfoipmingy  what  they  ait  enjoined^ 
are  rtpreseMed  in  Scripture  by  theii^  having  wings,  ih 
^5rder  t^  signify  Aat  tHey  are  devoted  to^the  service  of 
Cod. 

As  they  are  immaterial,  invisib&,^and.gIoribus,  so 
air  tbey  cheated,  substances*    Whatever  be  their  con* 

dition. 
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dition,  tbey  derive  it  from  the  power  of  God.  "  B/ 
•^  Him,"  says  St*  Paul,  *•  were  all  things  created  that 
<^  are  in  heaven,  and  that  are  on  earth,  visible  and 
•*  invisible,  whether  diey  be  thrones,  or  dominions^ 
•*  or  principalities,  of  powers,  all  things  were  cre- 
^  ated  by  Him  and  for  Him/*  By  things  invisible 
are  meant  things  incorporeal,  as  the  Angels  and  the 
souls  of  men.  The  Psalmist  calls  upon  all  the  crea* 
tures  to  set  forth  the  praises  of  God  :  in  particular^  be 
calls  upon  the  ^ngels  to  magnify  ''  Him  that  sitteth 
^'  upon  the  heavens,"  and  assigns  as  a  reason  for  the 
celebration  of  His  praise — *'  He  spake  the  word,  and 
*'  they  were  made;  He  commanded,  and  they  were 
«^  created.''  - 

Having  enquired  into  the  nature,  let  us  next  proceed 
to  the  offices,  or  ministry,  of  Angels. 
.    That  the  Angels  minister  to  mankind,  was  not  only 
the  opinion  of  the  heathen  philosophers,  but  is  re- 
corded in  many  parts  of  Holy  Writ,  with  several  in- 
stances  of  persons  to   whom,   and  occasions  upoil 
.which,  they  were  employed  by  the  command  of  Gody 
^nd  contributed  to  the  protection  of  men^    It  was, 
therefore,  a  general  opinion  among  the   Jews^  that 
jgood  men  were  under  the  guidance  and  direction  ef 
those  heavenly   spirits.     Which   opinion   has    been^ 
often,  considered  to  be,  at  least  countenanced,  if  not 
confirmedj  by  our  Saviour.     He,  usually,  conveyed 
His  instructions  in  the  Jewish  phraseology;  and  He 
cautions.His  disciplesagainst  despising  the  meanest,and 
most  helpless,  of  His  serviants,  from  the  consideration^ 
that  *'  in  heaven,  their  Angels  do,  always,  behold'the 
/*  face  of  their  Father,  which  is  in  heaven.^    We 
resMi  in  the  Book  of  Genesis^  that  the  Angels  of  God 

met 
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Tnet  ^Jacoh  for  his  direction  ^nd  defence  from  his  bro-i 

ther   Esau,  and  he.caUed  the  place  Mahanaini)  be-y 

c^use  two  hoses,  or  armies  of  the  Angels  of  Godi  ap^ 

peared  there  on  his  behalf.     It  was  by  the  ittfimstry  of 

Angels,  that  .God  delivered  Lot  out  of  Sodom,  Da« 

niel  from  the-Ndevouring  lions,  our  Savio^r  from  oi}^ 

Herod,  and  Peter  from  apothen.   These  blessed  spi-^. 

rits  are  described  in  Scripture  by  the  several  ways 

in  which  they  protect  the  bodies,  and  deliver  the  souls, 

of  men.    When  God  was  about  to  publish  the  Re^ 

demption  of  mankind,  by  the  Incarnation  of  his  dear, 

and  only*  begotten.  Son,  He  sent  an  Angel  to  bring 

the  good  tidings  to  the  shepherds.     And  our  Saviour, 

to  express  the  delight  that  Angels  feel  at  our  Salva? 

tion,  says — *'  there  is  joy  in  the  pcesence   of  the 

^  Angels  of  God,  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth,**^ 

^Lastly,  they^are  believed  to  be  present  in  the  worship 

of  God,  whether  we  perform  it  in  the  public  assembly, 

the  private  family,  or  the  retired  closet ;  there  they  in- 

:«pect  pur  behavior,  and  assist  our  devotions. 

It  only  now  remains,  that  I  make  some  observa* 
.tiops  on  what  has  been  said. 

;     Since  Angels  are  immaterial,  invisible  spirits,  they 
may  be  around  us,  although  we  are,  altogether,  uncon^ 
.scious  of  the  heavenly  presence.    And  though  the  ap- 
'.paritions  of  Angels  are,  in  these  times,  not  known  to 
us,  as  they  were  in  the  days  of  old — such  reasons  and 
necessity  being  superseded  by  our  having  a  standing 
Revelation^- yet  they  are  no  less  diligent  in.  their  at- 
tendance upon  us,  than  they  were,  formerly,  upon  our 
forefathers.     That  they  are  present  in  our  public  as- 
semblies we  may  learn  from  several  of  the  pripaitive 
fathers  being  so  urgent  in  enforciDg  an  awful  and  re- 
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1«ttot  be^lric>r  in  God't  houfse^  ifi  tofM«]iMice  iX 
tte  presence  of  the  Ang^k.  ^he  Apostle  iises  the  liMt 
tf gumtnt  for  the  decent  behoivio^  of  Women  in  tftfe 
Church ;  ^  felr  thif  tftuse  ought  the  wottfanf  to  hkv^  U 
^  towering  on  her  head,^  becacAb  df  the  Angela'* 
And  tberelio^y  ^e  tmgte  tor  eondifct  ottrsdVes  wkhr 
goarded  decorum^  and  awful  ifevertnce,'  M  die  House 
«f  God^  «nc  of  i^rd  to  the  holy  Angds^  D^hb  db- 
gorve  our  behavidf,  oeiisaring  oirf  negligence,  or  ap^ 
proving  our  piety,  ft  j^een!i$  singutbf,'  that  the  power 
of  the  devjt^  hn  inftMnce  opon  iwen,  and  the  unre- 
atkted  vigilance  of  evil  v^x\\a  shoiltd  bey  60  readily/ 
acknowleged  by  Christians; ;  atid  yet  the  assistance  cf 
^ood  .^igets  should  be  so  little  notked,  nay,  in^* 
deed^  so  much  dMbted.  The  Reasons  for  believing 
t>oth  are  equal:  for  ^nqueslionabty/ the  good  Angels' 
«ie  as  poweif ul,  as  intent^  and  i^eady  to  do  \it  gbod^* 
Mtbe  devil  Mdh«s  angek  arte  abtey  or  maliciousy^otr 
pttpafed  to  do  i»  irniscbief. 

Are  the  Angela  glorioiSB  subslancefls  ^^  tfanseehdMC 
In  nature,  as  superior  in  goedness,  to  hutnan  beiligsy 
and  yet  so  humble  as  lb  adiMihiteter  to  i^  good  ^ 
those  cresAures  who  are  but  dust,  alid  muiit  sqoTi  retunr 
M  dust  again?  How  eonteibptible  (hen,  muA  we  ap« 
feai^  if,  either  pufied  \x^  with  riches,  or  ekted  with  ho-' 
Bovsi  we  so  fer  forget  ourselves  as  to  despise  those  of 
oiMT  own  ile^h  ?  Neitber  high  nor  4o\xr,  rich  nor  poor^ 
are  veg^ded  by  God  otherwise  than  they,  after  the  dr* 
MAple  of  the  Angelsy  *«  do  His  pleasure/ and  fulfil  His 
^  will."  Through  pride  die  wicked  angelis  kept  ndt 
their  first  estate,  but  were  banished  the  presence  of 
God,  and  excluded  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  ^'  He 
^  spared  nbC  the  angek  that  sinned,  but  cast  them 
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^  down  into  hell/'  Whatever  then  be  our  condition 
•a  this  world,  whether  we  be  envied  for  our  riches,  or 
distinguished  by  our  wisdom,  contemned  for  our  po« 
verty,  or  ^disregarded  for  our  ignorance,  we  must  take 
cace  not  to  abuse,  but  to  improve,  those  talents,  how- 
ever humble,  which  God  has  entrusted  to  us,  remem« 
bering,  that  **  He  will  one  day  bring  us  into  Judg- 
^^  ment,*'  and  reward,  or  punish  us,  according  to  the 
good,  or  the  evil,  we  shall  have  done. 

Lastly.  Are  the  Angels  ready  to  minister  to  us  f 
Do  they  rejoice  at  the  conversion  of  one  repenting 
dinner  ?  Then  ought  we  to  imitate,  as  much  as  in  us 
lies,  the  -amiable  and  engaging  disposition  of  such 
^oly  and  blessed  spirits.  Hence  we  may  learn  to  im- 
bibe  in  our  hearts,  and  express  in  ourconduct,  a  desire 
to  conform  our  lives  to  the  rule  of  God*s  command* 
ments;  to  fulfil  His  will^  that  we  may  promote  His 
glory.  ]>t  us  imiute  their  affection  towards  us  sinful 
creatures,  by  conducing  to  the  comfort,  and  rejoicing 
in  the  happiness,  of  our  brethren.  They  teach  us,  that 
fio  distance,  whether  fai^cied  or  real,  between  us  and 
our  fellow-creatures,  should  absolve  iw  from  the  ob- 
ligation of  assisting  them  in  danger,  and  relieving  them 
in  necessity.  We  leafn  from  their  being  independent 
of  us,  and  from  their  having  no  self-interest  to  pro- 
mote in  the  soJicitude  they  discover  for  our  preser* 
wation,  that  the  lowest  and  meanest  of  those,  who  ar« 
partakers  of  the  ^ame  nature  with  oursekes,  are  en* 
titled  to  our  supc  rintending  care^  and  vigilant  atten- 
<iun.  In  a  word,  by  thek*  being  placed  out  of  the 
reach  of  dangers,  and  exempted  from  the  exposure  of 
.temptations  ;  by  their  being  incapable,  from  their  na- 
xure,  of  feeling  the  infirmities  to  which  we  arc  subject. 
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and  of  dreading  the  punishment  to  which  we  are  ob« 
noxious,  we  ought  to  be  covered  with  shame,  and 
overwhelmed  with  confusion,  when  we  permit  calami^ 
ties  to  oppress  which  we  can  remove,  and  dangers 
to  overtake  our  fellow-creatures,  from  which  v/e  can 
deliver  them.  Let  us  then,  work  together  with  these 
benevolent  and  blessed  spirits,  that  we  may,  without  a 
senile  of  impropriety,  and  a  conviction  of  presumption, 
beseech  the  Almighty,  mercifully,  to  grant,  that,  as  His 
holy  Angels,  alway,  do  Him  service  in  heaven,  so,  by 
His  appointment,  they  may  su(:cor  and  defend  us  on 
earth,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord ;  to  whom  with 
the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  three  Persons,  and 
one  God,  be  ascribed  all  might,  dominion,  and  glory, 
now  fmd  for  even    Amen* 
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ST.   LVKS   THE  EVANGELIST. 


THAT  celebrated  Evangelm^  iidiose  memory  -we  celetratc 
this  day,  was  born  at  Antioch,  where  there  flourished  schools 
of  the  liberal  sciences.  In  these  St.  Luke  had  his  education^ 
and,  having  passed  through  his  preliminary  sttrdtes/- be  ap^ 
plied  hinjsetfto  the  study  andpracttee  of -physic?  That  this 
was  "  the  beloved  Physician*'  mentioned  by  St.  Paul,  and 
**  the  brother,  whose  prakeitf  nitheiQaspel«'^  is  acknow* 
leged  by  Ignatius,  who  lived  in,  4>r  next  to,  the  Aposto. 
lical  ttfces.  Soiae  faai^e  tbei^t  htm  tb  t^e  oneW  lEc 
seventy  disciples.  Whereas  all  antiquity  make  St.  Luke  the 
•disciple  of  the  Apostles,  and  not  of  Christ.  The  time  when 
St.  Luke  Joined  himself  to  St.  Paul,  was  soon  afrerthe  cwx- 
tentipn  happened  between  him  and  Barnabas,  at  Antioch*  in 
the  year  of  Christ  5 1.  He  wrote  his  ^Gospel  about  seven  j'car^ 
after  his  conjunction  with  St.  Paul,  whom  he  never  left  till 
his  death.  He  is  recorded  to  haye  wj-Jtten  this  excellent  work 
in  Achaia  and  Btrotia,  whilst  St.  Pjul  staid  there,  which 
^was  in  iheyearofChrret  18  ♦ ;  the  design  of  which  was> 
4ioublkM,  to  binder  the  £«khful€roni'betflg  poisoned  by  the 
heretical  relaticms  of  ilieOerinthiaBg,  a  very  early  race  of 
heretics  sprung  up  in  tlie  Church.    He  wrote  liis  Bopk'of 

•*  See  the  Abridgment  of  the  .Elei»fnts  of  Christian  Theology, 
Part  IL  Chap.  iv.  and  vi. 
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the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  in  the  year  of  Christ  61.  There 
has  been  a  general  tradition  concerning  this  Saint,  that  ha 
wks  not  only  a  physician,  but  an  eminent  painter — that  he 
painted  the  Virgin  Mary^  St,  Peter^  and  Paul,  and  our 
Blessed  Saviour.  How  St.  Luke  disposed  of  himself  after 
St.  Paul's  martyrdom  at  Rome  is  uncertain.  He  is  said  to 
have  preached  in  Dalmatian  Gaul,  Italy,  and  Macedonia— 
and  w|)en  he  left  Hon^^>  to  have  returned  into  the  East ; 
and,  returning  from  thence,  to  have  preached  in  Africa,  ancl 
to  have  converted  the  Thebans  to  the  faith.  That  be  at 
last  sufierod  martyrdom,  the  best  authors  of  antiquity 
ajlow. 


Tm  PROMISE  AND  JDVANTAGES  0^  CHRISTS 
PRESENCE  mTH  filS  CffURCH. 

Zo!  I  am  wish  jm  always^  even  imU  the  end  &f  the 

nr^HESE  words  arc,  probably,  some  of  the  last  our 
^    Blessed  Saviour  «pake^  when  He  was  now  about 
to  "  leave  the  world,  and  return  unto  the  Father." 

The  work  which  bis  Father  had  given  Him  to 
finish,  He  bad  eminently  fulfilled.  And  therefore, 
Jcnowing,  that  in  reward  of  His  obedience,  the  Father 
bad  now  <^  given  all  things  into  His  hands,  and  exalt- 
^'  ed  Him  to  be  Prince  and  Saviour'*  of  the  Church 
which  He  bad  purchased,  He  accordingly  begins,  pub* 

•  Pr,  St.  John, 
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licly,  to  declare  the  extent  and  authority  of  the  charac- 
ter He  had  assuntied.  **  All  power,"  says  he,  *<  is 
•*  given  Unto  me  both  in  heaven  and  in  earth  :**  And 
theilj  as  a  subsequent  act  of  this  authority,  He  pro* 
ceeds,  in  the  next  verse,  to  issue  out  commissions,  and 
commands  his  Apostles  to  ^*  go  teach  all  nations, 
**  baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
**  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost :"  And  lastly,  to 
assure  his  Church,  that  He  yras  not  more  its  Prince  to 
govern,  than  its  Saviour  to  defend  it*  He  tells  them,  in 
the  words  of  the  text,  that  all  this  power  of  His,  as  He 
had  obtained  it  for  their  sakes,  should  be  employed  in 
their  protection.  •*  And  lo,  I  am  with  you  always^ 
•*  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." 

What  promise  now  more  gracious  or  express  than 
this,  could  our  Saviour  Christ  have  made  to  his  Apos- 
tles, upon  his  leaving  of  the  world  ?  What  assurance 
less  than  this  could  ever  hare  supported  them  in  the 
labors  of  its  conversion  ?  And  therefore^  the  better  to 
prepare  them  for  the  trials  they  were  in  consequence  to 
undergo,  our  Lord,  we  may  observe,  had  very  fre- 
quently acquainted  them,  not  only  with  the  certainty, 
but  the  advantages  also^  of  His  departure  from  them, 
••  Ye  have  heard,  how  I  said  unto  you,  I  go  away  ; 
^  but  let  not  your  heart  be  troubled^  neither  lee  it  be 
•*  afraid  :*•  be  assured,  "  I  will  not  leave  you  com- 
«<  fortless."  As  if  He  had*  said — my  short  departure 
from  you  for  a  season,  instead  of  dissolving,  will  im- 
prove the  union  betwixt  my  Church  and  me :  For  yet 
a  little  while,  and  again  I  con^e  unto  you ;  not  as  you 
now  behold  me,  in  my  body,  to  be  with  you  only  as 
before,  "  but  by  the  Spirit  of  truth,  which  I  will 
**  send  you  from  the  Father,"  I  come,  and  enter  in, 
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and  dwelt  w/VWw  yon  ;  your  Comforter  to  defend  yoir 

in  danger,  and  support  you  in  affliction ;  and  your  Ad-^ 

vocate  al^  to  give  testimony  to  your  doctrine,  and 

a^istance  to  yonc  ministry. 

\   Our  Saviour's  presence,  therefore,  with  his  Churchy 

iDay)  not  improperly,  be  con&idercd  in  these  three  re* 

tpects* 

First,  In  respect  of  the  authority  conferred  by 
Christ  himself  on  the  persons  of  the  Apostles,  and  for 
ever  to  continue  with  their  successors  in  the  ministry. 
.  *  Secondly,  In  respect  of  the  Grace  and  assistance  of 
ihe  Holy  Spirit,  proportionable,  always,  to  the  occa-^ 
sions  of  his  Church,  and  the  execution  of  itsoiEces. 

Thirdly,  In  respect  of  the  immediate  Providence 
apd  protection,  by  which  He  has  graciously  undertaken 
lo  provide,  for  its  security. 

.  First,  then,  let  us  consider  the  presence  of  our  Sa- 
viour with  bis  Churcl^,  in  respect  of  the  authority  con* 
fcrred  by  Christ  himself  on  the  persons  of  the  Apostles, 
and  for  ever  to  continue  with  their  successors  in  the 
ministry* 

It  was  the  peculiar  design  and  character  of  the  Cbris*^ 
tian  Church,  that  it  should  be  larger  in  extent^  anc^ 
(loser  in  communion,  and  longer  in  duration,  than  any 
one  society  in  the  world  had  ever  been  before.  Nov 
ibe  increase  and  nourishmcni  of  so  vast  a  body  in  '\^ 
foU  proportion,  and  to  so  reipote  a  period,-  was  tlie 
ynoxk  oi tJiany-^  and  no  otherwitic  to  be  effected,  but  by 
such  regular  communication  of  power  iind  authority^ 
without  whiehj  it  is  not  possible,  indcfed,  >for  any  so- 
ciety, from  the  widest  empire  to  liie  narrowest  family, 
to  be  settled  or  preserved.  And  therefore,  Christ,  as 
the  Apostle  speaks,^ to  the  end  that  "  the  Church,  His 
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••  body^  being  fitly  joined  together,  and  compacted, 
*^  might  increase;  gave  some  apostles,  and  some  pr6« 
^  phetSy  and  some  evangelists^  and  some  pastors  and 
•*  teachers^  for  the  perfecting  of  the  saints,  and  for  the 
"  work  of  the  ministry.**  He  gave  to  them,  and  to 
all  these  officersj  some  measures  of  authority  for  the 
service  of  bis  Church;  not  fully,  and  at  once  to  all>  but 
at  several  times^  and  with  regard  to  its  occasions* 

As  long  as  the  borders  of  Judea  were  the  boundaries 
of  His  kingdom,  and  Himself  presided^  personally,  in 
its  management^  a  less  communication  of  these  powers 
was  sufficient.  But  when,  afterwards^  our  Saviour's 
death,  instead  of  fixing  the  period  of  His  reign^  had, 
on  the  contrary,  enhirged  the  bounds  of  His  dominion ; 
and  when,  upon  His  Resurrection,  the  whole  world 
was  now  become  as  properly  His  kingdom,  as  the  Kt^ 
tie  country  of  Judea  was  before;  he  found  it  necessary 
then  proportionably  to  add  to  the  number  of  His  mi* 
nisters,  and  to  the  extent  of  their  commission.  The 
Apostles  were  now,  upori  our  Lord's  ascension,  not 
only  to  preach  in  His  name^  but  to  govern  in  His  ab- 
sence. And  because  no  less  a  power  was  necessary  to 
support  his  Church,  than  what  had  first  established  it, 
whatever  auihoritv  He  had  received  of  the  Father,  He 
transferred  upon  his  successors  :  the  same  powers,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes  the  very  same,  by  which  Him- 
self had  acted  whilst  He  dwelt  amongst  them ;  more 
especially  that  of  enacting  laws,  and  of  remitting  sins; 
the  exercise  of  which  He  had  hitherto  reserved  as  the 
more  especial  acts,  and  distinctions  of  His  prerogative. 
**  As  my  Father  had  sent  me,**  saith  our  Saviour  to 
his  Apostles,  ^*  so  send  I  you,'*  on  the  same  design, 
and  with  the  same  authority. 
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And  that  bis  Church  might  never  want  the  benefit# 
of  His  promise,  nor  the  support  of  His  authority,  ta 
uphold  its  government,  and  to  assure  it  of  His  pre^ 
sence,  he  suffered  it  not  to  fail  with  the  Apostlesj  bui 
caused  it,  by  the  fixed  succession  of  a  perpetual  minis» 
try,  like  his  own  '^  uncbang^ble  priesthood,  to  abide 
«  for  ever." 

The  vessels  in  which  thi&trcasure  was  reposed,  were 
^^  frail  and  earthly,  taken  from  among  men,  and  by 
*^  reason  of  death  not  suffered  to  continue  long;"  and 
therefore,  to  preserve  His  own  authority  from  the  same 
mortality  to  which  themselves  were  subject.  He  com- 
manded His  Aposdes  not  only  to  make  use  of  it  theoi<- 
selves,  but  to  derive  it  upon  others.  And  blessed !  for 
ever  be  His  goodness  for  it  I  nothing  has  yet  been  able 
to  interrupt  its  course;  but  even  at  this  distance  of 
time,  the  springs  from  which  it  rose,  and  the  channels 
that  conveyed  it,  are  so  clear  and  undisturbed,  that  one 
would,  really,  wonder  how  there  should  be  found  in 
any  man  acquainted  with  antiquity,  the  ignorance  to 
mistake^  or  the  rashness  to  usurp  ii. 

For  what,  indeed,  could  our  Saviour  bave  done 
more,  to  secure  the  character  of  His  roinittry  from 
usurpation  and  contempt  ?  What  ctire  and  caution 
did  He  use  in  every  step,  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the 
schisms  and  heresies  of  all  succeeding  ages,  and  in  a 
snore  particular  manner,  the  corruption  of  our  own. 

To  let  men  see  how  respectful  they  should  be  to  the 
sacerdotal  dignUy,  ^^and  how  afraki  withal,  ^  to  take 
*'  this  honor  to  themselves,"  upon  the  fond  presumpr 
tion  of  a  private  call,  or  an  extraordinary  (juaiification^ 
"Christ  glorified  not  Himself  to  be  made  an  High 
"  Priest,  till  he  was  called  of  God,"  and,  by  the  puhr- 
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lie  designation  of  the  Spirit  at  his  Baptism,  more  im- 
mediately endued  "  with  power  from  on  high.*' 

And  that  we  might  never  want  a  regular  admission 
to  these  holy  ofiBces,  nor  the  means  of  discerning  what 
is  regular,  He  has  lodged  a  standing  po,wcr  of  convey- 
ance  with  the  Bishops  of  his  Church.  An  order  ivk  the 
ministry  so  apparently  distinguished  from  the  other 
two>ibat  for  above  three  hundred  years  together,  we 
read  not  of  one  heretic  that  attempted  to  confound 
them :  an  order  so  providentially  preserved  by  Christ 
himself,  under  all  die  confusion  and  disorder  that  hath 
happened  sance»  that  neither  papal  usurpation,  llor  se* 
cular  encroachment  has  been  able  to  abolish  it ;  and  by 
which,  we  trust.  He  will  still  continue,  in  spight  of  any 
new  attempts  from  faction  or  infidelity,  to  be  ^^  with 
^  us  always,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." 

Let  us  now,  in  the  second  place,  consider  how 
Christ  makes  good  this  promise  to  his  Apostles,  in  xtr 
apect  of  the  Grace  and  assistance  of  his  Holy  Spirit, 
proportionable  always  to  the  occasions  of  his  Church, 
find  the  execution  of  its  offices. 

*^  I  will  not  leave  you  comfortless,  I  will  come 
^  again  unto  you,*'  said  our  Blessed  Saviour  to  His 
disconsolate  disciples  before  His  leaving  of  the  worlds 
Nor  was  the  Lord  unmindful  <^  to  deal,  graciously» 
**  with  His  servants  according  to  His  word ;"  but, 
within  a  very  few  days  after  His  ascension  from  them^ 
made  baste  to  give  it  a  most  remarkable  accomplish- 
ment ;  when  the  Spirit  of  truth,  which  He  sent  them 
from  the  Father,  **  to  abide  with  them  for  ever,"  and 
to  assure  them  of  His  presence,  came  down,  and  rest- 
ed, visibly,  upon  them,  and  by  the  signs  and  wonders 
it  enabled  them  to  perform,  acquainted  them  thoroughly 
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vkhihe  end  of  His  departore,  and  with  the  benefits  of 
His  return. 

And  accordingly^  when  the  tiiM  was  come  that  they 
abottld,  public}/,  assurae  therr  character^  and  set  for« 
ward  on  their  journey,  He,  graciously,  oofydesceoded> 
by  the  deputation  of  his  Spirit,  to  assist  at  the  solem* 
iiity,  and  detnand  the  world^s  attention  to  a  characterv 
the  v^y  inauguration  to  which  was  so  nriraculous  and 
astonishing. 

A^d  that  the  presence  of  his  Spirit  stopped  notbere^ 
but  followed  thecn  whichorsoever  they  went^  and  was 
^  with  them  always^  even  unto  the  endof their  labors,** 
is  abundant^  manifi^st  from  the  miracles  and  success 
that  so  remarkably  attended  them* 

For  whoever  shall  observe  the  swift  and  suddeit 
progress  of  the  Gospel— like  the  Ifghs  to  whith  it 
sometimes  is  comparcd-^scarce  shot  from  one  extre- 
mity, but  extended  to  the  other ;  how,  without  the 
usual  assistances  of  violence  or  persuasion,  it  ittcredi^ 
bly  forced  its  way  through  the  lusts,  and  prejudices, 
and  powers  that  opposed  it,  must  acknowlege  the 
hand  of  God  himself  in  the  weakness  o(  His  Ristru<« 
ments  >  and  the  work  accomplished,  not  by  '*  might^ 
*•  nor  by  po\ver,  but  by  tbe^  Spirit  of  the  Lord," 

For  had  not  "  the  arm  of  the  Lord*"  been  unde- 
niably "  revealed/*  who,  do  we  think,  could  have 
•*  believed  a  report,'*  so  amazing  in  its  circum>- 
sfances,  and  so  unartful  in  its  delivery  ?  How  coukl 
whole  multitudes,  with  one  accord,  have  **  given* 
**  heed  to  the  things  which  the  Apostles  spake,"  had 
rhey  not  **  heard  and  ^t^n  the  miracles  which  they 
•*  did,"  as  strange,  and  as  unaccountabJe^  as  the  re* 
surrection  they  attested  ?    Or   how,  do  we  believe^ 
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caold  men,  like  the  Apostles,  unuugbi  to  argue,  and 
afraid  to  suffer,^  have  been  brought  on  the  sudden  to 
dispute  and  die  so  bravely  for  the  Gospel,  had  not  the 
better  advocate,  *^  ihe  Spirit  himself,  made  intercession 
^  for  them  P*  Had  not  the  Holy  Ghost  the  Com* 
Ibrter  stood  by  them  in  their  trials,  and  invigorated 
them  with  His  presence,  that  as  ^^  the  suflferings  of 
^  Christ  abounded''  in  them,  ^  so  might  their  ecmso^ 
••  lation  also  abound  through  Christ  ?" 

As  long  as  these  extraordinary  '^  demonstratibnt  of 
♦*  the  Spirit'*  were  necessary,  so  long  were  they  con-^ 
tinned  by  our  Saviour  to  his  Church.  It  was  not  titt 
the  books  oFScripture  were  finished,  and  compiled,  as  a 
standing  rule  of  faith  and  manners  *^  delivered  to  the 
*^  Saints,"  that  the  gift  of  an  infallible  wisdom  de^ 
parted  from  it :  nor  did  the  power  of  miracles  itself 
begin  to  fd\\^  tA\  they  had,  sufficiently,  introduced  the 
doctrines  they  accompanied,  and  left  it  upon  the  infi^ 
dels  of  all  succeeding  ages,  either  to  allow  the  Gospet 
die  attestation  of  its  miracles,  or  else  to  account  for 
that — which  were  itself  the  greatest — bow  it  could 
tpread  and  prevail  so  prodigiously  without  them. 

But  miracles  and  inspiration  were  not,  always,  to 
continue;  men  were  not,  always,  to  be  taught  new  doc* 
trines,  nor  astonished  into  conviction:  And  therefore, 
though  "  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  passed  by"  His  pro- 
phets in  *^  the  thunder  and  the  earthquake,"  yet  was 
He  to  ^  dwell  amongst  them  in  a  stiller  voice"— 1(» 
address  and  instruct  His  servants  in  a  more  reasona- 
ble way,  in  a  way  more  natural  and  agreeable  to  their 
faculties  >  and  which,  though  it  did  not  proclaim  Him 
ao  loudly  as  before,  might  yet  in  a  sufficient  stilly 
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though  a  kss  perceptible  manner)  assure  tbeitf  of  Hi^ 
presence. 

There  is  not  now,  we  must  confess^,  irf  tirtry  minis-* 
tcr,  that  share  of  know  lege  to  preserve  his  judgmenC 
from  error,  and  his  memory  from  unfaithfulness:  th^ 
^  signs  of  an  Apostle"  are  not  now  %o  astonishing,  as 
once  they  were  :  but  even  unto  the  present  Ministers 
of  ibe  Christian  Churchy  •*  some  Grace,'*  we  are  per- 
suaded, '*  is  given  •^^  they,  the  hwful  Pastors  of  the 
Church  of  England,  have,  it  may  be  presnmed,  ^^  the 
"  Spirit  of  God;*''  not  less  of  that  Spirit  surely,  thaii 
many  of  their  adversaries,  because  less  boM  aud  confix 
dent  in  their  pretensions  to  iu 

•They  pretend  not,  indeed-*— as  some  others  do — td 
an  infallible  assistance,  which  they  who  challenge  it  the 
loudest,  can  neither  tell  us  where  we  are  to  fix,  not 
how  we  are  to  use  it,  and  by  the  grossest  mistakes  and 
superstitions  of  their  own^  have  abundantly  convinced 
us  that  they  want  it  mrost.  They,  indeed,  dare  not  tak^ 
those  indecent  liberties  with  the  Blessed  Spirit,  which 
those  of  the  separation  so  audaciously  practise ;  and 
which,  after  all  ttieir  boasted  familiarity,  they  are  so 
very  little  the  better  for,  that,  for  any  thing  we  can  see, 
they  are  neither  the  wiser  iix  their  understandings  no^ 
the  more  charitable  in  then-  tempers. 

No  \  far,  very  far  from  our  Churchy  be  the  sin,  and 
the  confidence  of  such  unjustifiable  pretensions;  as 
undoubted  arguments,  wherecver  they  are  found,  of  a. 
false  religionj  as  they  are  scandalotrs  and  hurtful  to  tlic 
honor  of  the  true  one. 

But  this  unquestionably,  without  arrogance,  may  be 
said,  if  in  these  latter  ages  of  the  Christian  Churclr, 
there  be  yet  sufficient  manifestation  of  the  Spirit,  in  the 
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knowlegt^  the  fiefy,  and  the  courage  of  its  MiQi^ters, 
there  is  j}ot  one  of  these,  in  which  the  Church  of  f^ng* 
land  }$  at  this  day  inferior  to  any  other  whatsoever,  in 
ihc  Christian  World ;  none,  in  which  she  does  not 
excel  many,  in  which  she  does  not  equal  all. 

In  a  just  and  regular  interpretation  of  the  Gospel— 
9nd  we  of  this  Church  pretend  not  to  reveal  one*-i' 
what  divines  have  labored  more  successfully  than  our 
own  ?  Jn  what  order  of  men  are  the  gifts  and  graces 
of  the  Spirit  more  conspicuous,  than  in  the  regular 
ministry  of  the  Established  Church;  where  the  virtues 
of  much  the  greater  part  are  eminent,  and  excel ;  and 
where  even  the  most  unworthy  are  not  yet  so  bad,  as 
jhose  very  men  themselves  could  wish  them,  who  com- 
plain so  loudly  that  they  are  no  better  ?  And  then  for 
the  zeal,  and  patience,  and  courage  of  its  ministry — 
**  for  these  also  workeih  the  self-same  Spirit"— they 
have  been  more  thaq  once  obliged  to  their  enemies  for 
pccasions  to  distinguish  them,  who  seem  all  along  to 
have  taken  particular  care,  that  **  as  they  have 
^'  abounded  in  every  thing  besides,  in  faith,  in  know* 
^*  lege,  and  in  utterance,**  so  they  should  more  espe* 
jcially  ^'  abound  in  these  graces  also/* 

And  as  long  as  we  are  thus  assured  of  the  benefits 
of  this  assistance,  we  may  be  humbly  confident,  there 
will  never  be  wanting  in  many  of  God*s  ministers,  a 
spirit  of  wisdom  to  defend  his  Gospel,  and,  if  occasion 
should  require,  of  resolution  to  suflFer  for  it. 

The  third  and  last  advantage  to  the  Church  from 
our  Saviour's  promise  to  it,  in  the  text,  is  that  imme* 
diate  providence  and  protection,  by  which  He  has 
graciously  undertaken  to  provide  for  its  security. 
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Our  Saviour,  when  He  first  esubiished  His  king- 
dom upon  earth,  *^  so  laid  the  foundations  of  it,  that 
^«  it  never  should  be  moved  at  any  time :  Upon  this 
^«  rockV'  saith  He,  "  will  I  build  my  Church,  and  the 
*<  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevai4  against  it." 

"  Upon  this  rock  it  stood,"  and  sustained  the  dread* 
ful  shock  of  the  deadi  aod  sufferings  of  the  Son  of  God 
himself,  when  men  and  devils  had,  successfully,  conr 
spired  to  "  smite  the  shepherd,  and  disperse  ihe  sheep  :** 
even  then  God  suffered  not  those  powers  to  prevail ; 
Jbdl  could  no  more  destroy  the  Chiircb,  than  deuin  its 
Founder,  who  <|uickly  rose  again  to  take  possession 
of  the  power  he  was  tbeti,  immediately,  to  receive  for 
its  advantage*  and  even  now  concumes  to  empjoy  in  its 
defence. 

May  the  Clergy,  the  ministers  of  the  Churdi,  *'  con- 
"  sider  the  Apostle  and  High  Priest  of  their  profes- 
^  sion,  Jesus  Christ;  and  may  they,  like  Him,  be 
**  holy,  harmless,  separated  from  sinners,  and  faithful 
'^  in  all  things  unto  Him  that  hath  appointed  them: 
**  that  so  when  He  shall  come  again  to  visit"  the  shep. 
herds  of  His  flock,  and  the  stewards  of  His  family, 
they  may  *'  give  up  their  accounts  with  joy,**  and  pre* 
sent  unto  Him  that  part  of  his  Church  comaiitted  to 
their  care,  as  pure  and  as  unspotted,  as  this  imperfect 
^ate  would  suffer  it,  no  longer  now  to.  be  torn  with 
heresy,  and  defiled  by  sin ;  but  to  be  like  His  own, 
**  a  glorious  body,  without  spot,  or  wrinkle,  or  any 
^  such  thing ;"  its  members  united  to  themselves,  and 
to  their  Head,  in  perfect  love  and  knowlege,  and  *'  in 
**  the  fulness  of  that  joy  which  proceeds  from  Him 
"  thatfillethallinalir 
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ST.    SJMON  AND    ST.    JUDE, 


THERE  are  two  Salnti  commemorated  by  the  Church  tUs 
day*  The  first  is  Simon,  sirnamed  the  Canaanite  (Matt. 
X.  4,)  and  Zdotet  (Luke  vi.  15.  Acts  i.  \S.)  ^hich  two 
names  are  the  same,  for  the  Hebrew  word  Canaan  signifies 
a  Zetot.  There  was  a  sect  of  men  called  Zelots,  about  the 
time  of  Christ  in  Judea,  who,  out  of  a  pretended  zeal  for- 
God's  honor^  would  commit  the  most  grievous  outrages; 
they  would  choose  and  ordain  high  priests  out  of  the  basest 
of  the  people,  and  murder  men  of  the  principal  dignity.  It 
is  probable,  that  Simon,  before  his  conversion  and  call, 
might  be  of  thi^  sect ;  or  however  some  fire  and  fierceness 
in  his  temper  gave  occasion  for  his  being  called  the  Zelot. 
He  was  one  of  the  twelve  Apostles,  and  related  to  our  Blessed 
jLord ;  either  his  half  brother,  being  one  of  Joseph's  sons  by 
a;notber  wife ;  or  cousin  by  his  mother's  side.  Most  certaia 
this  is  chat  Simon,  which  is  meant — '*  are  not  His  brethren, 
^'  James,  ^nd  Joses,  and  Simon,  and  Judas?'*  After  our 
Saviour's  Ascension  he  is  recorded  lo  have  preached  the 
Gospel  in  Mesopotamia,  and  also  in  Egypt  and  Africa.  He 
is  also  said  to  have  extended  his  mission  as  for  as  Britain* 
He  ftfAered  martyrdom  in  Persia. 

J  ode,  the  other  .Apostle,  whose  memory  is  this  day  observed« 
was  one  of  the  twelve  Aposles,  brother  to  James  (Judas), 
wl>'  therefore,  bore  the  same  relation  with  him  to  our 
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Saviour.  He  wag  that  James  mentioned  in  the  passage  be* 
fore  cited—*'  are  not  His  brethren,  James,  and  Joses,  and 
Simon,  and  Judas  ?'*  He  had  two  simames,  one  was  Thad- 
dxus,  which  seems  to  be  only  a  small  alteration  of  Judas, 
and  is  derived  from  the  same  root  in  Hebrew  as  Judas  is* 
LebbjBus  is  derived  from  an  Hebrew  word,  which  signifies 
Heart.  He  preached  the  Gospel  with  his  brother  in  Meso- 
potamia, Arabia,  Idumaea,  &c.  and  suffered  martyrdom  at 
•    Scrythus« 


♦  1  TIM.  iii.   19. 

^  Holding  the  mystery  of  the  Faith  in  a  pure  conscience. 

ALL  the  use  I  design  io  make  of  these  words  is^  to 
introduce  a  discourse  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Ath  AN  ASIAN  Creed.  It  is  appointed  by  our  Church 
to  be  read  several  times  in  the  year,  and  among  the 
rest  on  this  day :  it  contains  an  excellent  summary  of 
the  Christian  Faith^  concerning  the  Tri/iity  of  Persons 
in  the  Godhead,  and  the  Incarnation  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ ;  and  should  not,  therefore,  be  repeated 
without  understanding ;  and  some  persons  are  apt  to 
express  a  dislike  of  it,  though  they  pretend  to  believe 
the  doctrines  which  it  contains.  Upon  all  which  ac- 
counts it  cannot  be  improper  to  make  some  observa- 
tions upon  it,  partly  to  vindicate  iu  use,  and  partly  to 
explain  its  meaning. 

1  am  not  now  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  doctrines^ 
but  the  expediency  of  the  Creed, 

•  ,Dr.  Horbcry. 
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The  first  objection  njade  to  the  Athanasian  Creed 
15  the  difficulty  of  understanding  it :  justice,  therefore, 
supposes  that  they  who  make  the  complaint  have  no 
Begligence  to  charge  themselves  withall  in  this  affair. 
When  a  man  complains  that  he  cannot  understand  a 
composition,  the  very  complaint  seems  to  imply,  that 
be  has  considered  it^  and  endeavored  to  understand  it. 
For>  otherwise,  the  fault  may  be  owing,  not  to  the  com- 
position, but  to  his  own  neglect. 

For  it  is,  carefully,  to  be  observed,  that  there  is  a 
great  difference  between  understanding  the  meaning  of 
the  Creed,  or  the  doctrine  which  it  sets  forth,  and  com- 
prehending the  mystery  to  which  this  doctrine  relates. 
It  is  easy  enough,  for  instance,  to  understand  the 
orthodox  doctrine  concerning  the  Trinity,  which  the 
■  Scripture  teaches,  and  the  Church  has,  always,  re- 
ceived :  but  it  is  so  far  from  being  easy,  that  it  is  im- 
possible, to  comprehend  the  mystery  of  the  Trinity  it- 
self,  or  to  conceive  the  manner  how  three  Persons. are 
one  God,  or  how  one  God  subsists  in  the  three  Per- 
sons. And  it  may  happen,  by  not  attending  to  this 
distinction,  and  through  a  little  confusion  of  ideas,  that 
a  man  may  imagine  he  does  not  understand  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Creed,  only  because  he  does  not  under- 
stand the  mystery  of  the  Trinity.  This  latter,  it  is  cer- 
tain, is  above  his  understanding.  But  is  that  any  fault 
of  the  Creed?  Take  the  Creed  away,  and  will  he  un- 
derstand the  mystery  of  the  Trinity  at  all  the  better? 
Or  will  any  other  Creed,  which  the  wit  of  man  can  de- 
vise, give  him  a  dear  conception  of  this  mysterious 
truth,  and  enable  a  finite  Capacity  to  comprehend  an 
infinite  object  ? 

The  two  principal  points  inculcated  in  thi$  Creed, 
Vol.111.  O  arc 
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are  the  doctrines  of  the  Trinity,  and  of  the  Incama^ 
tion  :  that  is,  it  teaches  us,  that  there  are  Three  Divine 
Persons,  who  are  the  One  true  God,  and  that  one  of 
these,  the  Son,  was,  really  and  truly,  made  man*  It 
is  not  the  business  of  Creeds  to  prove  the  truth  of  doc- 
trines; that  must  be  determined  by  Scripture.  But 
the  use  and  intent  of  a  Creed  is,  to  put  *'  a  form  of 
"  sound  words"  into  the  mouths  of  Christians,  that 
they  may  be  able  to  make  a  proper  confession  of  their 
Faith ;  and  also  to  jguard  and  secure  that  Faith  against 
the  artifices,  and  evasions  of  heretics.  Supposing, 
therefore,  the  truth  of  these  doctrines,  the  Creed  be- 
gins with  shewing  us  their  importance,  or  the  necessity 
there  is  that  every  Christian  should  bdieve  them. 
"  Whoever  will  be  saved ;  before  all  things  it  is  nc- 
•*  ccssary,  that  he  hold  the  Catholic  Faith.  Which 
**  Faith  except  every  one  do  keep  whole,  and  unde* 
•*  filed,  without  doubt  he  shall  perish  everlastingly.* 
We  will  at  present  consider  only  the  sense  of  the  pas- 
sage. Every  Christian  who  is  desirous  of  Salvation, 
and  expects  it  upon  the  terms  laid  dow/t  by  Jesus  Christ" 
in  His  Gospel,  must,  first  of  all,  and  before  all  things, 
embrace,  and  hold  fast,  the  Christian  Faith;  the  Faith 
which  was  taught  by  Christ  and  his  A*postles,  "  which 
**  Was  once  delivered  to  the  Saints,"  and  which  has, 
always,  and  every  where,  been  received  by  the  whole 
Catholic,  or  universal  Church.  And  one  article  of 
this  Faith,  an  article  oF  great  importance,  as  it,  n^rly,  ^ 
affects  our  practice,  our  worship,  and  our  prayers,  is 
concerning  the  doctrine  of  Three  Divine  Persons  in 
the  Unity  of  the  Godhead,  in  whose  name  we  were 
baptized,  and  to  whose  service  we  were  then  devoted. 
Now,  with  regard  to  this  point,"  the  Catholic  Faith 
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<<  is  this,  that  we  worship  one  God  in  Trinity,  and 
•*  Trinity  in  Unity/'  In  other  words,  maintaining, 
at  the  same  time,  the  Distinction  of  the  Persons^  and 
the  Unity,  or  Sameness  of  Nature;  believing,  as  our 
Church  expresses  it,  '*  that  in  Unity  of  this  Godhead, 
**  there  be  Three  Persons  of  one  Substance,  Power, 
**  and  Eternity ;  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
«  Ghost*." 

This  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  which  the  Ca- 
tholic Church  has,  always,  taught.  The  Creed  in- 
Itructs  us  to  preserve  and  maintain  the  distinction  of 
Three  Persons^  without  confounding  them  in  one  Per- 
son ;  and  the  Unity  of  Substance,  without  dividing  it 
into  Three  Substances — "  neither  confounding  the 
'*  Persons,  nDr  dividing  the  Substance.  For  there  i^ 
'*  one  Person  of  the  Father,  another  of  the  Son,  and 
^  another  of  the  Holy  Ghost/'  Three  distinct  Per-, 
sons:  "  But  the  Godhead,  the  Nature,  Essence,  or 
"  Substance  of  the  Father,  of  the  Son,  and  of  the 
^^  Holy  Ghost,  is  all  one ;  the  glory  eqtial,  the  majesty 
**  co-eternal."    To  explain  this  a  little  further — 

^^  Such  as  the  Father  is,  such  is  the  Son,  and  such 
^  is  the  Holy  Ghost, — as  to  the  Nature  or  Essence, 
and  in  all  the  essential  perfections  of  the  Divine  Na- 
ture. One  of  these  Persons  is,  necessarily,  Uncreated 
Existence ;  and  in  this  perfection,  the  Divine  Persons 
are  all  alike ;  ^^  the  Father  uncreate,  the  Son  uncreate, 
<*  and  theHoly  Ghost  uncreate  ;"~None  of  them  crea-r 
tares  made  out  of  nothing,  or  produced  into  being,  by 
the  will  or  power  of  another ;  all  existing  in  the  sub- 
limest  sen^  of  existence,  which  is  that  of  necessity  of 
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nature*  Another  perfection  of  the  Godhead  is  Immeih- 
iity,  or  Omnipresence;  and  this  the  Creed  declares 
(according  to  the  Latin  original)  equally  belongs  to 
each  of  the  Three  Persons ;  "  the  Father  immense,  or 
**  omnipresent,  the  Son  immense,  and  the  Holy  Ghost 
•*  immense.'*  For  as  to  our  English  translation,  //r- 
comprebcnsUfU^  though  it  contains  ^  true  proposition, 
yet  it  does  not  convey  the  true  meaning  of  the  Greedy 
unless  we  understand  by  incomprehensible^  what  can- 
not be  comprehended  in  space,  or  inclosed  within 
bounds.  Another  Divine  Perfection  is  absolute  Eter- 
nity, without  beginnings  and  without  end;  and  this 
the  Creed  ascribes  to  each  of  the  Divine  Persons  with* 
out  difference,  or  inequality :  "  the  Father  eternal, 
**  the  Son  eternal,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  eternal." 

If  we  keep  in  mind  the  distinction  between  Divine 
Substance  or  Nature,  and  Divine  Person,  we  shall  not 
be  at  a  loss  to  understand  what  follows,  though^  per- 
haps, the  most  puzzling  part  of  the  Creed.  Each  of 
the  Three  Persons  is  eternal,  "  and  yet  they  are  not 
*'  three  Eternals  ;'*  that  is,  not  three  different  eternal 
Substances,  or  Natures,  which  would  be  three  eternal 
Gods;  but  one  and  the  same  Divine  eternal  Sub- 
stance in  common  to  them  all ;  and,  therefore,  in  this 
sense,  they  are  "  but  one  Eternal.'*  It  is  the  same 
thing  as  to  Omnipresence,  and  necessary  Existence ; 
every  one  of  the  Divine  Persons  exists  necessarily, 
and  is  present  every  where;  and  yet  there  are  not 
three  immense,  self-existing  Substances — ^which  again 
would  make  three  Gods — but  most  intimately  united 
in  one  and  the  same  Substance,  which  is  omnipresent, 
and  uncreated,  and  this  unity  of  Substance,  this  iden* 
tity  of  Nature  makes  them  to  be  but  one  God     In  the 
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same  sense,  and  upon  the  same  account,  though  every 
one  of  the  Three  Divine  Persons  be  Almighty,  "  yet 
**  they  are  not  three  Almighties,  but  one  Almighty"—. 
one  and  the  same  Omnipotence  being  enjoyed  and  ex* 
ercised  by  them  afl.     And  as  each  of  them  .has  thus 
the  whole  Divine  Nature,  and  all  the  perfections  of 
that  Nature,  belonging  to  Him,  it  must,  necessarily, 
follow,  that  each  is,  truly,  and  properly,  God ;  and 
yet,  since  there  is,  and  can  be,  but  one  Divine  Na- 
ture, *'  they  are  not  three  Gods,  but  one  God.'*— ~ 
To  mention  but  one  particular  more  : — "  The  Fathec 
**  is  Lord,  the  Son  is  Lord,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  \$, 
**  Lord :  and  yet  they  are  not  three  different  Domi* 
**  nions,  they  are  not  three  Lords,  but  one  Lord;** 
possessing,  and  exercising,  one  and  the  same  supreme, 
universal  dominion — "  the  kingdom  that  ruleth  over 
"  all."     We  are  obliged  "  by  the  Christian  verity" — 
the  truths  which  are  taught  in  Scripture-*-to  acknow* 
lege  every  one  of  the  Divine  Persons  "  to  be  God  and 
•*  Lord ;"  because  they  are  so  represented  in  Scripture  ; 
and  have  the  titles,  the  perfections,  the  operations,  and 
worship,  of  God  ascribed  and  given  to  them.     At  the 
same  time  ^^  we  are  forbidden  by  this  Religion  to  say» 
that  "  there  are  three  Gods,  or  three  Lords;"  for  all 
true  Religion,  and  right  .reason  itself,  assures  us  that 
there  is  but  one  God.     If  these  propositions  be  true, 
the  unavoidable  consequence  is,  that  the  one  God  sub- 
sists in  three  Persons,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the 
Holy  Ghost. 

The  Creed  having  thus  taught  us,  that  these  Divine 
Persons  have  all  the  same  nature,  and  the  same  essen* 
tiai  perfections,  proceeds  next  to  set  forth  their  per- 
sonal iistinctioBs ;  shewing  that  the  Father  is  not  the 
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Son,  nor  the  Son  the  Holy  Ghost,  nor  the  H0I7 
Ghost  either  of  the  other.  The  peculiar  distinctive^ 
personal  character  of  the  Father  is,  that  He  it 
(avT^tftf^)  God  in  himself;  first  in  order,  the  head  and 
fountain  of  the  Deity :  "  The  Father  is  made  of 
"  none,*'  or  is  of  none,  *'  neither  made,  nor  created^ 
^  nor  begotten."  The  Son  is  distinguished  by  this, 
that  He  is  "  of  the  Father  alone  V  yet  "  not  made" 
by  Him  in  time,  ^*  nor  created"  out  of  nothing,  like 
a  creature ;  for  there  never  was  a  time  when  He  was 
ttot;  "  but  begotten."  The  manner  of  this  eternal 
generation  we  know  nothing  of;  but  as  the  Nicene 
Creed  expresses  it.  He  was  i*  begotten  of  his  Father 
^^  before  all  worlds,  God  of  God,  Light  of  Light, 
«  VERY  GOD  OF  VERY  GOD,  begotten,  not 
"  made,  being  of  one  Substance  with  the  Father.** 
The  personal  character  of  the  Holy  Ghost  is,  that  He 
is  **  of  the  Father" — though  not  of  the  Father  alone 
~but  "  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son ;  yet  neidier 
"  made,  nor  created,  nor  begotten,  but  proceeding** 
from  them,  as  the  Spirit  of  both :  the  mode  or  man- 
ner of  which  procession  is  above  our  capacities,  and, 
consequently,  a  point  we  have  no  coiKern  with. 
These  characters,  then,  being  proper  and  peculiar  to 
the  Divine  Person,  to  whom  they,  respectively,  be- 
long, sufficiently  distinguish  them  from  one  another, 
and  shew,  that  **  there  is  one  Father,  not  three 
**  Fathers ;  one  Son,  not  three  Sons ;  and  one  Holy 
*«  Ghost,  not  three  Holy  Ghosts."  But  lest  this  dis- 
tinction  of  Persons  should  lead  us  to  suspect  some 
difference,  or  inequality,  of  nature,  the  Creed  incuU 
cates  once  more,  before  it  leaves  the  subject,  their  co- 
equality,  and  their  co-eternity ;  <^  In  this  Trfnity, 
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**  none  is  afore  or  after  the  other"  with  regard  to 
duration;  "  none  is  greater  or  less  than  another"  with 
respect  to  .essential  dignity;  "  but  the  whole  three 
**  Persons  are  co-eternal  together,  and  co-equal." 
This  Trinity  of  Persons  in  the  Unity  of  the  Godhead 
is  to  be  adored  and  worshipped  by  all  Christians,  and 
this  doctrine  concerning  it,  embraced  and  held  fast  by 
them,  as  they  tender  their  everlasting  Salvation.  *^  So 
"  that  in  all  things  as  is  aforesaid,  the  Unity  in  Tri- 
**  nity" — one  God  in  three  Persons — **  apd  the  Tri- 
"  nity  in  Unity"— the  Trinity  of  Persons  in  the  Unity 
of  the  Divine  Nature — "  is  to  be  worshipped."  And 
he  that  is  desirous  to  preserve  himself  from  every  dan- 
gerous and  destructive  error,  as  to  this  point, ''  let  him 
"  thus  think  of  the  Trinity." 

There  is  another  doctrine  which  is  of  the  foundation 
of  Christianity,  any  change  or  alteration  whereof 
affects  and  alters  the  very  essence  of  our  Religion ; 
and  that  relates  to  the  Incarnation  of  the  Son  of  God. 
To  this,  therefore,  the  Cr^ed  next  proceeds,  and  de- 
clares, that  "  it  is  necessary  to  everlasting  Salvation, 
"  that  we  believe,  rightly,  the  Incarnation  of  our  Lord 
**  Jesus  Christi"  St.  John  had  declared  long  before, 
that  whosoever  "  confesseth  not  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
*'  come  in  the  flesh,  is  a  deceiver,  and  an  Antichrist." 
If,  therefore,  the  denial  of  this  doctrine  be,  in  the 
judgment  of  an  Apostle,  a  certain  mark  of  an  Anti* 
christian  spirit,  there  can  be  no  great  rashness  in  de- 
claring, that  the  belief  of  it,  upon  the  known  terms 
of  the  Gospel,  is  necessary  to  Salvation.  Now,  con- 
cerning this  point,  "  the  right  faith  is  this,  that  we 
•*  believe,  and  confess,  that  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the 
**  Son  of  God,  is  both  God  and  man;  God,  of  th^ 
O  4  "  substance 
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*«  substance  of  the  Jather,     begotten    before    the 
**  worlds,"  we  have  before  shewn  ;  **  and  man  of  the 
"  substance  of  his  mother  born  in  the  world  ;"  at  the 
time,  and   in  the  manner,    related   in  the   Gospels, 
*'  Perfect  God  and  perfect  man,"  in  opposition  to 
some  who  believed  Him  to  be  only  a  made  or  mmhud 
God ;  while  others  denied  the  reality  of  His  body,  or 
else  His  rational  human  soul :  as  an  antidote  against 
whose  pernicious  tenets,  follow  the  words — ^^  of  a 
<<  reasonable  soul,  and  human  flesh  subsisting  ;'*  that 
is.  He  had  a  human  soul  and  body  both,  as  other 
men  have.     He  is,  as  God,  equal  to  the  Father,  in 
nature  and  essential  dignity ;  but,  as  man.  He  is,  and 
must  be.  His  inferior.     *'  Who,  although  He  be  God 
'^  and  man,*'   and  has,  therefore,  two  natures,  yet 
«'•  He  is  not  two  Persons,"  or  two  Christs,  as  some 
have,  falsely,  imagined,  **  but  one  Christ."     One  He 
is,  **  not  by  conversion  of  the  Godhead  into,  flesh,'* 
or  by  changing  God  into  man,  which  is  impossible; 
*•  but  by  taking  of  the  manhood  into  God;''  assum- 
ing our  human  nature,  and  uniting  it  with  the  Divine. 
And  this,  altogether,  without  "confusion  of  substance,** 
that  is,  without  any  mixture  of  the  Divine,  and  human, 
natures,  so  as  to  compose  a  third  nature  out  of  both  ; 
for  the  two  natures  remained  distinct,  though  united 
in  the  same  Person :  who  is,  therefore,  "  one  altoge- 
"  ther,  not  by  confusion  of  substance,  but  by  Unity  of 
**  Persons.*'     There  is  some  resemblance  or  image  of 
this,  even  in  our  own  frame  and  constitution;  in 
which,  two  different  substances,  the  body  and  the  soul, 
are  united  without  confusion ;  and  vet  so  closelv,  and 
Ultimately,  united,  as  to  make  but  one  man.    This 
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illustration,  therefore;  the  Creed  gives  us  by  adding^ 
*^  as  the  reasonable.soul  and  flesh  is  one  man,  so  God 
**  and  man  is  one  Christ." 

The  Ath  AN  ASIAN  Creed  is  disliked,  because  it  is 
said  to  be  uncharitable,  and  to  exclude  every  man 
from  Salvation,  who  does  not  believe  all  the  abstruse 
points  which  it  contains.  Now,  the  condemning 
clauses  do  not,  in  the  judgment  of  many  wise  and 
learned  men,  extend  to  the  two  articles  of  the  Trinity 
and  the  Incarnation,  but  are  intended  only  to  secure 
the  general  doctrine.  And  it  should  seem,  that  there 
is  no  want  of  charity  in  declaring  that,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  Gospel,  it  is  necessary,  that  Chris- 
tians believe  that  there  are  three  Divine  Persons  who 
are  one  God,  and  that  one  of  them  was,  truly,  made 
man.  If  any  Christian  pretend  that  he  knows  not 
these  things,  I  would  ask  him,  *^  unto  what  then  were 
**  you  baptized  ?"  And  what,  or  whose  Religion  do 
you  profess  ?  Were  you,  solemnly,  dedicated  to  the 
honor  and  service  of  three  Divine  Persons?  And  do 
you,  constantly,  worship  them,  offering  up  your 
prayers  and  devotions,  directly,  to  them,  sometimes 
jointly  to  all,  and  sometimes  separately  to  each  ?  And 
can  you  say  after  this,  that  you  know  not,  or  believe 
not,  that  faith  in  them  is  any  necessary  part  of  Reli- 
gion? What  is,  or  can  be,  necessary  in  Religion, 
if  it  be  not  necessary  to  believe,  rightly,  concerning 
the  very  object  of  your  worship,  and  the  God  whom 
you  adore  ?  So  again,  with  regard  to  the  doctrine  of 
Christ's  Incarnation,  will  you  say  that  you  believe  in 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  and  that  you  hope  to 
be  saved  through  faith  in  His  Blood  ?  And  can  you, 
with  any  consistency,  say,  at  the  same  time,  that  the 
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doctrine  of  his  Incarnation  is  a  point  of  little  conse* 
quence,  or  that  the  belief  of  it  is  not  necessary  to  Salr 
vation  ?  Is  not  this  to  set  truth  and  error>  belief  and 
unbeliefy  upon  an  equal  foot  ?  And  to  make  Religion, 
and  no  religion  the  same  thing  ?  If  therefore^  these 
doctrines  belong  to  the  foundation  of  Christianity,  if 
you  can  make  no  alteration  in  them,  without  altering 
the  very  essence  of  this  Religioni  ^nd  changing  it  into 
Mme  other  thing,  wherein  is  the  Creed  to  be  blamed, 
because  it  declares  them  to  be  thus  essential  to  the 
faith ;  and  necessary  to  Salvation  ?  The  Creed  lays 
down  a  general  proposition,  that  it  is  necessaay  to  be- 
Jteve  the  Christian,  or  Catholic  Faith.  It  then  gives 
a  particular,  and  circumstantial,  account  of  two  great 
articles  of  this  faith,  relating  to  the  Trinity  and  Incar- 
nation. JBut  if  any  man,  for  want  of  common  good 
capacity,  cannot  understand  this  explication;  the  Creed 
condemns  him  not.  It  .condemns  no  man*s  incapa- 
city;  it  censures  no  man*s  ignorance,  provided  that 
ignorance  be  not  wilful ;  and  then  it  ought  to  be  cenp 
6ured,  because  it  is  without  excuse.  For  surely,  these 
arc  points  of  too  great  consequence  to  be  neglected. 
As  St.  Paul  says  in  another  case,  '^  what  things  so- 
•*  ever  the  Law  saitb,  it  saith  to  them  that  are  under 
•'  the  Law  ;*'  so,  in  this  case,  what  things  soever  the 
Creed  saith,  it  saith  to  them  whom  it  may  concern^ 
to  them  who  may  understand  it,  if  they  will;  and 
whose  ignorance,  or  unbelief  is  owing  to  their  owa 
lieglect,  or  prejudices;  that  is,  to  their  own  fault. 
And  if  the  Creed  condemn  such  men  as  these,  it  may 
be  supported  in  doing  so,  both  by  the  reason  of  man- 
kind, and  the  Gospel  of  Christ. 
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Men  are  too  apt  to  b£  indiflPerent  about  matters  of 
Religion.  Even  they  who  practise  the  common  duties 
of  life,  and  perform  the  offices  of  humanity,  justice^ 
and  common  morality,  betray  a  wonderful  inattenuoi^ 
and  strange  indifference,  with  regard  to  the  first,  and 
most  fundamental,  doctrines  of  their  Religion.  It 
might,  possibly,  be  with  some  view  to  this  kind  of 
conduct,  that  the  Compiler  of  the  Creed  inserted  whac 
are  called  the  damnatory  jclauses.  He  was  desirout 
to  excite  their  attention,  and  to  rouse  them  from  this 
unmeaning  slumber;  to  convince  them  that  some* 
thing  is  to  be  believed,  as  well  as  practised;  and  that, 
in  matters  of  this  importance,  men  should  not  trifle 
with  God  and  their  own  consciences,  and  *^  halt  bc- 
"  tween  two  opinions."  To  this  purpose  he  declares, 
that  the  doctrines  he  endeavors  to  explain,  are  neces- 
sary to  Salvation ;  because  he  thought  this  considera- 
tion most  likely  to  make  men  serious  about  them,  and 
engage  their  attention  to  them.  But  the  censures,  or 
damnatory  clauses,  are  only  declarations  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  doctrines,  or  directions  about  them ; 
and  when  explained,  as  general  declarations  must  be, 
with  proper  allowances,  and  exceptions,  very  consist- 
ent both  with  truth,  and  charity,  "  He  that  will  be 
♦•  saved,  must  think  of  the  Trinity;"  which,  though  it 
may  sound  harsh,  is  no  more  than  this,  let  every 
Christian,  wha  would  avoid  all  dangerous  errors  in 
ibis  point,  think  of  it'in  this,  manner :  he  that  is  wil- 
ling to  be  saved,  and,  upon  that  account,  desirous  to 
avoid  all  damnable  heresies,  let  him  thus  think  of  tlie 
Trinity, 

To  conclude.  Though  orthodoxy  cannot  cover,  it 
may  prevent,  ^  a  multitude  of  sins,"  Let  us,  there- 
fore. 
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fore,  hold  this  mystery  of  the  faith  in  a  pure  con- 
science ;  in  sincerity  of  heart,  and  in  righteousness  of 
life  :  not  in  hypocrisy,  outwardly  professing  what  we 
do  not,  inwardly,  believe,  for  the  sake  of  worldly  in- 
terest ;  nor  in  unrighteousness,  as  if  a  right  faith  would 
atone  for  a  wicked  life.  But  let  us  ^^  add  to  our 
**  faith,  virtue :"  so  that  we  may  *'  adorn  the  doctrine 
<<  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all  things ;  and  that  he,  who 
**.  is  of  the  contrary  part,  m^y  be  ashamed ;  having.no 
**  evil  to  say  of  us/' 
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jill   saints  day. 


THE  feast  of  All  Saints  is  not  of  very  great  antiquity  [in  the 
Church.  '  About  the  year  of  our  Lord  610,  the  heathea 
Pantheon,  or  temple  dedicated  to  all  the  gods,  was  taken 
from  the  heathen,  and  dedicated  to  the  honot  of  All  Mar* 
tyrs.  Hence  came  the  original  of  All  Saints^  which  was  then 
celebrated  upon  the  first  of  May.  Afterwards  it  was  re- 
moved  to  the  first  of  November  in  the  year  S54,  as  it  hat 
stood  ever  since.  Our  Reformers  having  laid  aside  the  ce- 
lebration of  a  great  many  Martyrs-days,  which  had  become 
too  numerous  in  the  Church,  thought  fit  to  retain  this  day, 
wherein,  by  a  general  commemoration,  our  Church  gives 
God  thanks  for  them  all. 


•  EPHES.  IV.  13. 

Till  we  all  come  in  the  unity  (f  the  faith ^  and  of  the 
knowlege  of  the  Son  of  Godj  unto  a  perfect  many  unto 
the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fulness  of  Christ. 

'T^HE  Aposde  having  informed  us,  in  the  foregoing 

-*•    verse,  how  Christ  had  formed,  and  established* 

his  Church  under  the  direction  of  "  Apostles,  and 

5  Bishop  Hickman. 

'^  Prophet?, 
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^  Prophets,  Pastors,  and  Teachers,  for  the  perfbcting 
«  of  the  saints,  and  edifying  of  the  Body  of  Christ,'^ 
proceeds^  in  the  text,  to  shew  us,  what  this  edification 
is,  and  in  what  manner  it  must  be  acquired  :  namely, 
that  we  must  ^^  come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  of 
•*  the  knowlege  of  the  Son  of  Gpd,  unto  a  perfect 
^  man,  unto  the  measure  of  the  stature  of  the  fulness 
«  of  Christ." 

In  the  following  discourse  I  shall  endeavor^  briefly^ 
and  plainly,  to  shew. 

First,  What  this  faith  and  knowlege  is* 

Secondly^  How  it  is  to  be  acquirc;d. 

Thirdly^  How  necessary  a  connexioa  there  is  be^^ 
Iween  faith  and  virtue* 

Lastly,  I  shall  make  some  remarks  upon  the  general 
decay  both  of  faith  andVirtue,  in  these  our  times. 

First,  The  faith  and  knowlege  of  Jesus  Christ  con- 
sists, principally,  in  knowing  that  He  is  the  Lord  our 
God;  and  that  He  is  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

L  That  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Lord  our  God  is  a  truths 
which  the  Old  Testament,  every  where,  supposes,  and 
the  New  Testament,  every  where,  declares ;  and  Aat 
in  so  plain,  and  express  terms,  that  to  say  our  Saviour 
is  not  God,  is  t6  say  that  the  Scriptures  are  not  true. 

That  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God,  is  a  truth  to 
iriiich  both  *^  the  Apostles  and  Prophets**  all  bear  wit-- 
Bess ;  nay,  and  Christ  Himself — though  for  some  iioie 
He  endeavored  to  suppress  it*--yet  at  last  He  did,  ma- 
nifestly, declare  it;  and  therefore,  to  say  that  He  is 
kss  than  God,  is  to  say  that  He  was  the  worst  of  men* 

This  is  that  faith  which  every  Christian  professes^ 
and  every  true  Christian  believes ;  and  that  with  so 
firm,  so  stedfast,  a  belief  that  it  amounts  even  to 
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knowlege*     And,  therefore,  the  Apostle,  in  the  ttxC^ 
calls  it  the  ^  knowlege  of  the  aon  of  God/' 

This  is  that  faith  i^hich  the  Pastors  and  Teachers  of 
the  Christian  Church  have,  with  an  universal  consent^ 
transmitted  unto  us.  This  is  that  faith  into  which  we 
were  baptized.  This  is  that  knowlege  of  Jesus  Christ 
which  alone  distinguishes  us  from  the  <*  heathens,  who 
**  know  not  God :"  for  they  knew  Him  not,  in  His 
only  Son  :  they  did  not  know  Him  in  t&e  glorious  dis* 
pensations  of  his  Redemption^  and  mercy  towards 
mankind :  that  is,  they  did  not  know  Himj  as  it  was 
His  design,  and  honor,  to  be  known. 

Though  all  nations  did  acknowlege  Him  to  be  God, 
yet  in  **  Jewry  only  is  God  known^;  His  name  is  great 
"  only  in  Israel ;"  only  in  that  nation  "  where  He 
**  chose  to  place  His  name."  And  upon' this  account 
no  man,  can  properly,  be  said  to  believe  in  God,  but  he 
that  believes  in  tiod's  Word ;  he  that  believes  in  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ:  he  that  does  not  know  Jesus 
Christ  to  be  the  Lord  our  God,  knows  no  more  than 
every  heathen  does,  and  must  never  pretend  to  Chris« 
tianity. 

But  to  know  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  Lord  our  God^ 
would  be  but  an  uncomfortable  knowlege,  if  we  did 
not  know  Him  to  be  our  Saviour  too.  Were  it 
not  for  this,  we  should  be  tempted,  like  the  wicked  ser- 
vant in  the  Gospel,  to  say,  *<  Lord,  I  knew  thee  that 
"  thou  art  a  hard  man,"  and,  therefore,  I  was  afraid. 
Or,  like  the  devils  themselves,  we  might  <'  believe, 
•«  and  trenible*'  at  it. 

The  name  of  God  carries  a  shew  of  severity  and  jus- 
tice with  it,  and  by  keeping  us  at  a  solemn  distance,  it 
•trikes  us  with  a  dreadful  awe.    But  the  style  of 
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Saviour  is  full  of  mercy,  and  goodness,  and  cornier 
scension ;  and  inclines  us  to  fear  Him^  and  Co  love  Him 
too. 

This  is  that  faith  by  which  we  must  be  saved*  This 
is  that  knowlege  of  the  Son  of  God  which  is  recom* 
mended  to  us  in  the  text,  in  order  to  support  our  vir* 
tue,  and  make  us  *'  perfect  men." 

Secondly,  I  am  to  shew  how  this  faith  and  know-* 
lege  is  to  be  acquired. 

II,  Now  for  this  knowlege,  the  text  directs  us,  firsts 
to  the  ^^  Apostles,  and  Prophets,  and  Evangelists;" 
that  is,  to  the  holy  Scriptures.  And,  secondly,  to 
^  the  Pastors  and  Teachers ;"  that  is,  to  the  Church, 
by  whom  these  Scriptures  are  to  be  interpreted,  and 
enforced. 

We  must  read  the  Scriptures,  ,those  fountains  of 
knowlege,  whence  we  "  draw  our  living  waters;" 
which  are  so  deep,  that  they  can  never  be  exhausted ; 
and  yet  rise  so  high,  that  they  are  obvious  and  ready 
for  every  Christian's  use. 

There  we  read,  in  most  positive  express  terms,  how 
the  eternal  Word  of  God,  who  created  us  in  the  be- 
ginning, at  last  took  our  flesh  upon  Himself,  for  the 
Redemption  of  His  creatures.  There  we  find  a  per- 
fect scheme  of  all  the  mysteries,  and  methods,  whereby 
the  Wisdom  of  God  has  wrought  out  our  Salvation  s 
the  knowlege  of  which  is  so  very  excellent,  that  St. 
Paul,  justly,  accofUnts  all  other  things  but  loss,  in  com« 
parison  with  the  knowl^e  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Therefore  let  us  <^  search  the  Scriptures,  for  in 
•*  them  we,  certainly,  have  eternal  life."  From  thence 
we  must  fetch  the  knowlege  of  Jesus  Christ ;  and  there 
is  nothing  else  either  necessary,  or,  in  comparison, 

worthy 


Digitized  by 


Google 


All  Saints  Day.  209 

worthy  to  be  known.  According  to  these  measures  we 
must  regulate  our  faith,  without  either  adding,  or  ditni- 
i^ishing;  for  to  believe  more  than  is  there  revealed,  is 
superstition;  and  to  believe  less,  is  heresy;  against 
both  which  corruptions  in  Religion,  the  written  Word 
of  God  is  an  evident,  and  certain,  htle. 

But  no  Scripture  can  be  so  evident  and  plain,  but 
that  men,  either  through  negligence,  confidence,  or  de- 
sign, may  misinterpret  it,  and  **  wrest  it  to  their  own 
«*  destruction."  Of  which,  the  doctrine  in  the  text  is 
a  deplorable  instance.  And,  therefore,  besides  this 
rule,  GocI  saw*  it  necessary  that  we  should  have  a 
Guide  withall.  And  the  Guide  which  He  has  provided 
for  us,  is  the  Church;  where  the  Holy  Ghost  presides, 
and  ^*  leads  us  into  all  truth,"  and  has  promised  to  be 
with  us  **  unto  the  end  of  the  world/' 

If,  therefore,  we  would  improve  in  the  knowlege  of 
Jesus  Christ,  we  must  **  hear  the  Church,"  by  whom 
this  knowlege  is,  duly,  taught,  and  these  Scriptures, 
orthodoxly,  explained.  Here  all  the  articles  of  the 
Christian  Faith  are  collected,  as  it  were,  and  ii^corpo- 
rated  into  a  body ;  that  they  may  not  lie  scattered  at 
the  mercy  of  unbelievers,  nor  hang  loose  upon  every 
particular  believer's  mind  :  but  by  wholesptne  disci* 
plioe,  and  regular  instruction,  the  Woi-d  of  God  may 
be  made  effectual,  and  both  Grace  and  knoi^lege  may 
abound.  And  thus  it  is  that  <^  the  Priest*s  lips  pre* 
*'  serve  knowlege." 

This  uniting  of  his  Chtirch,  our  Saviour  thought 
«he  surest  way  to  preserve  the  unity  of  faith,  and  the 
parity  of  ReKgion.  Though  the  wisdom  of  these  later 
times  has  found,  that  a  religion,  such  as  it  i^,  may  be 
preserved  without  a  Church :  and,  therefore,  some 
would  persuade  us,  that  if  we  do  but  maintain  the  doc« 
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tiine,  %h^e  is j^t>  ducipUne  tp  be  regarded:  ^qdi  H  i» 
ap  indiflferjeot  thiqg,  whrtber  we  (^re  of  one  Chur^b>  or 
another ;  whether  th^re  be  pnly  po?  Cbwr^i  or  maay 
fltjpne  thanooe;  wy,  at  la^,  whpilwr  ther^  ^8  my  one 
^hur^  pr  np  Church  at  all. 

In  answer  to  which  heatbcMh  positions,  I  $baU  only 
say  at  present,  tb?t  Ciui^  ba^  ?ppoint^  one,  An4  but 
poe  holy  Catholic  Church  throughout  the  world,  »  a 
gpardiao  of  th^  holy  Scriptures^  for  the  pr^fif  ryatiop  of 
tru^  doctrine,  i^nd  wbole^oroe  discipline.  And  there* 
fore,  to  forsake  tfu^  Chqr^b^  for  pmchiog  up  ibosc 
doctrines  which  ar^  s^rcneaibtc  to  Skripture^  is  heresy ; 
^nd  to  forsaJte  it^  for  preserring  ^uch  good  di^ipline 
as  is  not  contrary  to  Scripture,  is*  schi$qi>  from  hoih 
whi^Ji,  our  Church,  v^ry  piously,  tewhes  u>  to  pray^ 
^  Good  Lord  deliver  ms/' 

-  And  her$  I  cannot  but  observe  tb^t,  by  the  prodt- 
gipus  growth  of  impiety,  heresy,  and  bla«phenay,  of  late 
amongst  us^  we  may  plainly  se^,  what  we  have  got  by 
neglecting  th^  unity  of  the  F^itb,  and  breaking  the  unity 
of  the  Church.  Would  to  God  that  all  they,  wko 
think  it  so  small  a  crime  to  break  the  unity  of  the 
Church,  would',  seriously,  cojn$ider,  what  daoiage  they 
do,  thereby,  to  the  unity  of  the  Faith,  and,  by  cpnse« 
quence,  to  the  purity  of  manDcrs !  AiMl  that  they  may 
consider  it,  and  understand  it  too^ 

I  proceed  to  shew,  thirdly,  the  necessary  connexion 
which  there  is  between  Faith,  and  Virtue ;  and  the  mih- 
lual  dependence  which  th^y  bavf  npon  tme  another. 

III.  Now,  virtue  is  necessary  to  prepare  the  way  tow 
f;Mth.  Some,  perhaps,  may  think  it  an  easy  thing  te 
be  a  Christian ;  they  look  upon  ChfbtiaMEitty  not  as^  a 
cDvenaiHi  but  a  birtb*rigbt«    And  accorcttngly,  they 
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consider  It  t\6i  so  liitich  their  duty,  as  tlieir  jJrivilege. 
Ahd  as  thfey  dwt  thi  first  hoiioris  of  their  t'Aith  (6 
chaiice,  fi^therthati  to  choices  $o,  to  th^  same  blinij 
thancci  they  leave  ^ll  tte  progress  M^hich  they  fever 
make. 

Thus  we  see  many  >Vh6  call  thera^elvfei  ChrlstiahSj 
ahd  Hve  ihany  years  in  the  open  profession  of  the 
Gosp^l^  and  yet  go  out  of  the  iri^orld  as  ighoraht^  al- 
ttiost,  as  th^y  entered  in ;  and  have  nbthihg  to  ihew  Toi 
their  Christianity  at  last,  but  a  bare  Christian  name. 

Thoilgh  th^y  mate  a  constant  confession  of  theit 
feith,  dnd  duly  rfehearse  alt  the  articles  of  their  Creed, 
yet,  evfcn  this  is  nothing  but  forifiality,  a  superficial 
tep^tition  of  the  words^  Without  ever  diving  into  their 
iMsej  and  importanct.  We  profess  to  believe  in  God 
the  F'athei",  without  pslyihg  Mini  the  reverence  that  is 
dufe  from  Soni.  We  piotess  to  believe  in  Jesus  Christ 
but  Lord,  and  yet  deny  ttiiii  the  obedience  that  is  due 
from  servants.  We  say,  we  believe  in  the  Iloly  Ghost, 
yet  never  consider  the  obligation  which  He  lays  upon 
ii^  also  to  be  holy.  We  declare  *^  our  belief  in  the 
^  Rfestirrection  of  the  Dead,  arid  the  Life  of  the  World 
^  to  come  i'  but  who  can  believe  us,  when  they  see  us. 
five  as  if  we  should  never  die,  and  die  as  if  we  were 
never  to  rise  again  ? 

Though  the  Gospel  is,  daily,  read,  and  explained  in 
ouf  ears,  yet  it  makes  no  impression  upon  our  hearts; 
and  that,  because  we  come  unto  it  with  hearts  unsanc- 
(ifietf,  arid  unprepared.  For,  how  can  we  comprehend 
cither  the  mysteries,  or^the  promises,  of  the  Gospel, 
^Aeri  we  entertafn  those  lusts  arid  prejudices  in  our 
bosom,  to  which  the  Gospel  is  a  downright  contradic- 
tion? 
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As  for  tbe  promisesi  chey  are  too  glorious  for  a  sen* 
sual  man  to  expect^  and  too  spiritual  for  him  to  ufnder« 
$tand  They  are  such  a  pearl  as  a  swinish  man  either 
knows  not  how  to  value,  or  knows  that  he  does  not 
deserve. 

And  then,  the  mysteries  of  the  Gospel  are  of  so  sub* 
lime  a  nature,  that  they  are  above  the  reach  of  flesh 
and  blood  i  and  our  spirits  roust  be  purified,  and  di«» 
engaged,  before  they  can  soar  up  to  Heaven^  or  medi- 
tate upon  the  deep  counsels* of  the  Almighty.  These 
^re  the  wonderful  works  of  God,  which  the  Psahpist 
tells  u^,  *^  are  sought  out  only  by  those  who  have  a 
**  pleasure  in  them/'  But  what  pleasure  can  it  be. to 
a  vicious  man  to  hear  of  the  mysteries  of  Redemption, 
when  he  neither  hopes  to  obtain  the  Redemption,  nor 
desires  to  understand  the  mystery  ?  Sin  draws  a  mist 
before  our  eyes,  depraves  our  judgment,  and  darkens 
our  understanding ;  and  no  man  is  sp  quick  sighted,  as 
to  see  the  way  to  happiness  through  the  clouds  of  vice. 

But,  as  Virtue  is  necessary  to  prepare  the  way  for 
Faith,  so  Faith  is  necessary  for  the  perfecting  of  Vir- 
tue. No  doubt,  but  every  many  who  reflects  upon 
himself,  must  needs  be  sensible  of  great  defects,  and 
know,  that  he  stands  in  need  of  all  the  supplies  of  Re- 
ligion, to  support  him  against  the  infirmities  of  his  na« 
ture. 

How  great  an  endearment  to  mankind  was  our  Sa- 
viour's birth,  that  God  himself  should  vouchsafe  to 
come  down,  and  live  among  us  ?  So  generous  an  act 
of  love  must  needs  engage  the  affections  of  every  grate- 
ful man,  and  force  him  to  "  grow  in  Grace,"  as  he. 
grows  in  this  "  knowlege  of  the  Son  of  God.*' 

If  we  consider  His  life,  it  was  still  more  endearing 
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than  His  nativity»  and  obliges  us  to  <^  go  on  from 
**  strength  to  strength/*  So  liberal  of  His  instruc- 
tions, and  yet  so  sparing  of  His  reproofs,  as  if  He 
came  not  with  the  spirit  of  a  Prophet,  to  denounce 
judgment  against  our  transgressions,  but  with  the  tem« 
per  of  a  brother,  to  charm  us  into  obedience. 

His  life  was  the  very  original  of  all  virtue;  and  His 
sermons  were  a  perfect  copy  of  His  life,  which  He  has' 
transmitted  for  our  imitation,  and  transcribed  for  our 
use:  and  what  Religion  ever  appeared  in  the  world 
with'so  much  evidence,  to  approve  itself  to  our  judg- 
ment ;  and  so  much  goodness  to  recommend  it  to  our 
affections  ? 

Our  Saviour's  death  was  such  a  demonstration  of 
His  love  unto  His  creatures^  as  no  sensible  creature 
can  resist. 

The  earth  trembled,  and  the  veil  of  the  temple  split; 
the  dead  arose^  and  the  sun  withdrew  its  light.  And 
shall  man  alone,  whose  great  concern  this  is,  be  the 
only  thing  unconc^ned  ? 

Our  Saviour  died  for  sin,  to  shew  us  what  punish- 
ment it  deserves^  and  what  judgment  is  like  to  fall  upon 
us  :  but  He  died  for  our  sins,  that  we  might  see  our 
ransom  paid,  and  the  prospect  of  our  pardon  might 
encourage  us  to  repent.  And,  at  last,  to  assure  us 
that  our  repentance  shall  be  effectual.  He  rose  again 
from  the  dead,  to  give  us  an  undeniable  proof,  that  if 
we  also,  with  Hxm^  have  died  unto  sin,  with  Him  also 
we  shall  rise  to  eternal  life* 

These  are  the  helps  of  Grace  which  we  gain  by  the 
knowlege  of  the  Son  of  God.  These  are  the  advan- 
tages which  are  peculiar  to  our  Religion.  And  thus 
we  see  the  mutual  dependence  which  Faith  and  Virtue 
kave  upon  one  another. 
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I  a%  lastly  tp  maHc  soiqe  remark;  oipi  tho  d^cay 
bath  of  Fai^h  and  Virtu?.  Now  it  piust  be  confessed, 
th^t  wc  ^re  very  failing  it\  ^oib  these  poiots^  and  ye^ 
there  are  no  tneajas  either  of  Faith  or  Virtue  wanting. 

IV.  We  live  \n  such  a  Church  where  we  are  sup- 
plied with  all  the  n^eaos  of  Gv^^ce^  where  religious, 
duties  a^re,  4uly,  taught,  where  devtuit  prayers  are, 
daily,  made,  and  I^oly  Sacrapiems  are,  regularly,  a4^ 
ministered;  and  y^t,  for  tlie  mQ^i  part^  our  lives  are  ias 
from  bei^  either  religious^  or  holy,  or  devoux :  thaj^ 
1$,  we  have  aH  the  me^ns  of  Grace  ready  af,  hapd,  bu( 
do  not  apply  them.  We  have  all  the  artillery  o^  the 
Gospel  lying  by  us,  but  will  not  be  at  the  trouble  to 
take  it  up« 

Wc  are  daily  set  upon  \f'uh  all  the  forces,  a^d  str^* 
tagems,  of  the  devil,  and  yet  we  will  neither  take  *5  U^ 
•«  sword,  of  the  Spirit,"  to,  ooi^ke  any  ppposition ;  nor 
^.  the  breast-plate  of  rightepusness"  to  nj^ke  our  dfir 
febce;  butj^  tam|:ly,  deliver  up  our.selves  iiito  the  eqcn 
my's  power,  and  so  become  his  vassals :  ^nd,  iqstea4 
q£  perfecting  ourselves  in  virtue,  we  groi^r  perfect  in 
nothing  but  in  licentious  wickedness;  s^fi  rebels  to. 
Cod,  and  slaves  to  the  devil. 

What  caji^  the  cleaning  of  this  miscarriage  be^  but, 
tbat  we  have  not  the  knowlege  of  Jesus  Christ  ?  An4 
it  is  for  want  of  being  more  orthodox  in  our  Greedy 
that  we  are  not  more  punctual  in  the.Gomm^ndrneot;s» 

Indeed,  it  has  been  the  scandalous  praf;tice  of  ou)& 
age,  to  run  down  the  Greedy  and  persuade  t|ie  peop}(» 
that  the  Christian  belief  is  only  a  speculapye  thing,,  an 
indifferent  matter,  apd  nothing  ip  cbqfiparison  of  ^ 
Christian  life.  Andwl^en  mfsn  are  once  chei^tod  oiij^ 
of  the  onet  ^^X  ^^^  ncedf ^  lose  the  oihcf).    A&  spQi> 
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as  the  Cxtti  h  gone,  the  Comihandments  will,  quickly, 
follow  after. 

Thus,  instead  of  supporting,  men,  hy  these  means, 
really,  undermine,  and  beirayi  Religion,  and  advance 
the  devil'i  cause;  whose  usual  stratagem  it  is  to  cheat 
us  out  of  our  Faith,  and  then  he  makes  no  doubt  of 
baffling  our  morality. 

And  to  do  this  more  effectiiaHy,  h^  has  his  agents 
among  us,  who  make  it  their  business  to  beat  down  the 
credit  oFthfe  Church,  where  this  Faith  is  preserved,  and 
tell  us  that  mysteries  are  unintelligible,  and  ceremo- 
nies are  little,  things :  that  no  ecclesiastical  discipline 
is  worth  contending  for;  and  it  is  no  great  matter 
whether  we  hold  with  this,  or  with  another,  Church  ; 
and  when  the  devil  has  once  got  us  out  of  (he  Church, 
he  easily  strips  us  of  our  Religion.  When  the  shee|> 
feavid  deserted  that  fold  which  our  Saviour  erected  for 
thfeir  securhy,  they  are  then  at  the  mercy  of  the  wolf: 
Day,  arid  it  'is  God*s  great  mercy  if  they  do  not  turn 
wolves  themselves. 

If^  therefore,  we  would  advance  in  the  knowlege  df 
Jesus  Christ,  we  must  adhere,  zealously,  to  the  Church, 
where  this  knowlege  is  propagated,  and  preserved.  If 
we  would  advance  in  virtue,  we  must  advance  in  the 
knowlege  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  be  tender  of  our  Faith, 
as  we  would  be  of  our  Salvation.  For  aft^r  all  the 
morals  of  men  have  done  their  best,  it  is  by  our  Faith 
that  we  must  be  justified,  and  by  our  Faith  that  we 
must  be  saved^and  by  our  Faith  only  that  we  must  be 
enabled  to  bring  forth  good  moral  works. 

Should  it  be  asked,  how  this  Faith  and  knowlege  of 
Jesus  Christ  happens  to  be  so  degenerated  amongst  us, 
I  answer,  that  it  can  only  be  for  want  of  virtue ;  for, 
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God  knows,  there  are  no  other  means  of  Faith  or 
knowlege  wanting. 

Let  Us  consider  this,  before  it  is  too  late.  And 
whilst  we  have  the  opportunity,  whilst  the  season  of 
improvement  lasts,  let  us  study  to  improve  our  vir- 
tue ;  and,  as  our  knowlege  encreases,  so  let  our  Grace 
also  abi)und.  For  when  the  axe  is  once  laid  to  the 
root  of  the  tree,  there  will  be  no  more  time  for  growth, 
bift^j&the  tree  falls,  so  it  lies ;  and  when  the  Justice 
of  God  has  pronounced  the  sentence,  his  Judgment 
will,  surely,  be  put  in  execution. 

We  may  neglect  the  knowlege  of  the  Son  of  God, 
and  de&pise  his  Grace,  and  think  to  live  more  plea- 
santly without  it :  but  if  we  turn  his  Grace  into  waQ- 
tonness.  He  will,  certainly,  turn  it  into  wrath :  if  we 
reject  His  knowlege  now,  and  will  not  give  ear  to  His 
saving  doctrine;  He  has  a  doctrine  of  terror  for  us  ia 
reserve,  that  will  be  sure  to  convince  us,  and  ^^  re^ 
**  venge  the  quarrel  of  his  Covenant"  They  that  will 
not  allow  Him  to  be  their  Saviour,  will  find  Him  at 
last  to  be  their  Judge. 
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SERMON    XIX. 


ON  CONFIRMATION,    , 

1    COR.    XVI.    13.* 

Quit  you  like  men^  be  strong. 

F  from  the  instructions  you  b^ve  received,  and  the 
pains  which  have  been  taken  with  you,  you  un* 
derstand  the  nature  of  Baptism  and  Confirmation, 
you  will  be  at  no  loss  for  the  application,  of  these 
words  to  yourselves. 

Lest,  however,  you  should,  in  any  degree,  be  still 
ignorant  of  them,  I  shall, 

First,  briefly  explain  diem,  and  then  endeavor  to 
assist  you  in  ^he  application  of  thein. 

in  Baptism  you  are  trailed  out  of  this  vain  and 
a inful  world,  washed  frgm  sin,  and  gathered  into  die 
Church,  or  Family  pf  God,  by  a  Covenant  of  peace 
made  between  Him  and  your  ^ul^  through  the  bloody 
and  mediation  of  Christ,  wherein  God,  on  His  part, 
promisors  to  receive  you  as  one  with  his  Son,  as  His 
pwn  adopted  child,  and  as  the  heir  ofan  eternal  kingdom, 
infiiritcly  more  happy  and  glorjous  than  all  die  king* 
doms  of  this  world,  were  they  unifpd  in  one  j  and 
wherein,  encouraged  by  fhese  high  and  interesung 
prpmises,  you,  on  yoqr  part,  solemnly  vow  ip  re* 

*  Skekon. 
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nounce,  and  abhor  ^.ckiiU»  the  world,  and  the  flesh, 
those eaemies  of  God,  and  of  your  souls;  rightly  to 
understand,  and'  firarfy  to  believe  alt  the  chief  articles 
or  heads  of  the  Christian  faith  ;  and  so  to  understand 
and  observe  the  commamhnents  of  God,  ^a  always  to 
d^  that  which  He  requires,  and  to  abstain  from  that 
which  He  ferbide  thereiiK 

Here  now  is  all  jrou  are  to  account  for  as  a  Chris- 
tian, Here  is  the  rule  you  arc  to  live  by.  Here  is 
the  rule  you  are  to  be  judged  by.  Remember,  you 
Iiave  by  a  vow^  made  it  your  own  rule,  and  put  your 
eternal  Salvation  on  the  careful  observance  of  it. 

Such  is  the  eftcacy  of  Baptism,  tbar,  from  the  alien 
and  enemy  of  God,  frot»  the  outcast  of  heaven,  yoti 
beeome  the  brother  of  Christ,  and  the  son  of  God; 
from  the  heir  of  that  curse  which  iefl  on  the  first  Adam 
and  aH  his  posterity,  you  are  become  a  joint-hehr  with 
Christ,  the  second  Adam,  of  afl  the  happiness  and 
glory,  whtch  Almighty  lore  can  bestow  upon  you. 
You  are  no  longer  the  same,  you  are  a  new^  creatmre. 
You  hare  passed  from  dcati  unto  life.  "  Know  ye 
••  not  that  so  many  of  ycru  as  were  baptised  into  Jesui 
**  Christ,  were  baptised  itito  His  death,  that  like  a^ 
•'  Christ  was  raised  upfroittthe  dead  by  the  glory  of 
^  the  Father,  even  so  ye  also*  should  walk  iti  nei^nesa 
•*  of  Hfc;  Reckon  ye,  therefbre,  yourselves  tp  b« 
^  dead,  indeed,  untd  siti,  but  alJve  untaGod,  through 
•^  JcsiK  Christ  our  Lord.'* 

A*  to  Confirmation^ — several  things  are  to  be  eomi^ 
dered'in^  it  ;*^iirst,.  that  it  is  not  a  Saerament,  accord^ 
ing  tO' the  notion  anddoctrine  of  our  Chttrch,  itor  ean 
be  esteemed  on  a  level  with  the  Sacraments  agreeably 
to  the  word  of  God ;  secondly,  that  it  is  an  holy  Rite, 
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praeived  ua^v^m^Ily  by  tbe^  Apostles,  Bishops,  and 
Ciu^isU^Qs^  Dot  only  of  the  (im,  i^ad  purest,  but  in  all 
a§^  of  th^  Cburch  y  thirdly,  that  in  this  Rite,  the 
Cbris^tariMihQ  was  baptised ap  infant,  conBrms  the  bap^ 
tismal  Covenant  spade  in  his;  nanie,  by  taking  on  hioi* 
self  all  its  sacred  obligations ;  fourthly,  that  herein,  tbf 
Spirit  of  God)  communicated  by  the  laying  on  of  ih^ 
3i4K)p>  hands  and  prayer,.  conBrm^  the  Chris4ia», 
ppi^  coop^  to  y^rs  of  discretion,  and  well  acquainted 
vith  t^e  terms  of  die  Covenant,  in  the  renunciation, 
fitith^  and  obedience,^  epg^d  for  by  vow,,  when,  that 
Covenant  was  entered  into. 

Here  is  a  short  accouiR  of  Baptism,  and  of  \u  con- 
firmation 04^  ^  part  of  every  sincere  Christian^  when 
arrived  to  the  req,ifi$ite  ti^ve  of  li^ 

Be  ii|t  then  yo^r  care  to  make  your  full  advaaiagc  of 
the  Ordinance  you  are  going  to  perform  yo^  part  ini 
a^  tbif^  impossible  tp  be  done,  bu«  with  hearts^  aesir 
04a}y,.spt  to  perfoim  your  part  of  the  Coyenaot,  that 
thf»  Hqly  3pMrk»  hayii^  ripened  your  good  resoluiiona 
Wi^  His  Qraq^  and  giudan<;e^  *^  every  one  of  you 
^^  Wiy  gi^Qw  uph  iMMo  a  perfect  maHf  tmto  the  measure 
*^  of  the;  statiirQ-  q£  thiB  fulness  of  Christ ;  and  that  yoi% 
^^  henceforth,  be  no  more  children,  tossed  to  and  fix> 
^^  with  every  wind  of  dodtcine,  but  may  be  able,  to 
'^  qj4!t.  yqu  like  men^  and  to  i>e  atcong,.  strong  in  the 
^  XmA^  II|4  lA  tbi9  power  of  His,mtght," 

Do  not  hope  that  the  Holy  Spirit  will,  by  his  Grace 
a)pne>  and  without  your  eoncurrence,  enable  you  to 
imoume^  tp  belieye^and  todo,  as  you  have  vowed«~ 
Ycm  are  commanded  to  ^'  work,  out  your  own  Salva* 
'^  tiqn  with  fear  suid  trembling,"  though  you  are  at  the 
saunei  tuM  Qpmfortably.  assuredt  that  ^Mt  is  God.  that 
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^^  worketh  in  you  both  jto  wilh  and  to  do."  Some** 
What  you  can  attempt,  nay  soitiewhat  you  can  do. 
Man  can  meditate^  can  watch,  can  pray,  can  resolve. 
God  only  can  give  effectual  force  and  vigor  to  these 
acts  or  Endeavors.  Man  can  plow^  harrow,  and  fence. 
God  alone  .can  dispense  the  seed,  the  sunshine,  and  the 
rain  of  His  Grace,  and  bring  the  harvest  to  perfection. 
A  man  is  not  to  lie  down,  call  for  the  daily  bread  of 
his  soul  and  body,  and  expect  it  he  knows  not  how. 
No !  he  must  labor,  and  be  thankful  to  God,  if  He 
gives  the  increase,  which,  when  our  own  endeavors  are 
not  wanting.  He  never  fails  to  do. 

Hear  the  comfortable  declarations  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
— **  your  sufficiency  is  of  God — you  can  do  all  things 
'^  in  Christ,  whose  Grace  is  sufficient  for  you.'* 

Behold  then,  if  you  are  properly  disposed  for  the 
reception  of  so  inestimable  a  gift,  God,  this  day,  offers 
you  his  Holy  Spirit  by  the  hands  of  his  appointed  ser* 
vant,first,  to  guide  you  into  all  truth,  that  is^  to  assist 
your  understanding,  that  you  may  judge  aright;  then 
so  to  enliven  and  invigorate  your  conscience,  that  you 
may  resolve  and  act  up  to  the  name  and  character  of 
a  real  Christian,  to  the  character  of  a  candidate  for 
eternal  glory. 

In  Baptism  you  was  made,  and  are  now  going  to 
be  confirmed,  the  child  of  God.  If  you  consider  your- 
self as  His  child,  take  care  to  be  dutiful  and  obedient 
to  your  heavenly  Father. 

By  Baptism  you  was  enlisted  into  the  army  of 
Christ,  the  Captain  of  your  Salvation.  But  that  was 
done  for  you  by  sureties,  whtn  you  was  yet  a  child. 
You  are  now  going  in  person  to  be  sworn  into  His 
service ;  you  are  going  to  put  on  <*  the  helmet  of 
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•*  Salvation,  ibe*  breast-plate  of  righteousness,  and  the 
^^  girdle  of  truth;  to  take  the  shield  of  faith9  and 
**  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,**  at  the  armory  of  God, 
You  are  going,  in  a  liule^  time  to  be  fed  at  the  table  of 
your  Lord  with  the  bread  of  life.  Forsake  not,  there- 
fore, the  assemblies  of  the  faithful,  «*  as  the  manner  of 
**  some  is."  Join  in  family  devotion,  and.  in  religious 
conversation  with  the  more  pious  part  of  your  neigh** 
bors.  Abpve  all>  go  consuntly  to  the  House,  and  to  the 
Altar,  of  God.  Here  is  no  mixture  of  folly  or  sin,  in 
what  is  said,  as  too  frequently  there  is,  in  other  meet- 
ings, evfn  of  the  better  sort  of  Christians.  Here  you 
converse  with  God  by  prayei',  and.  He  with  you  by  His 
word.  Here  you  may  kindle  your  devotion  at  the 
fire  of  others,  and  light  your  candle  at  those  which 
shine  around  you. 

You  are  now  come  to  that  very  important,  and  in- 
deed, dangerous  time  of  your  life,  when— both  your 
reason  and  passions,  almost  on  the  borders  of  maturity 
—there  arises  from  thence  a  sort  of  necessity,  that  you 
•  should  choose  your  master  and  your  way,  not  only  for 
the  remainder  of  your  days,  but  even  for  eternity  also. 
You  cannpt  be  long  indifferent. .  The  cast  and  cbarac-, 
ter  of  your  life  must  now  be  fixed  in  such  a  manner,  a£ 
not  to  admit  of  any  great  change  without  extreme  dif 
ficuhy,  nay,  without  perhaps,  a  frightful  risque  in  re- 
gard to  your  soul.  It  is  a  common  and  just  observa- 
tion, that  such  as  men  are  in  the  earlier  parts  of  their 
lives,  such  they,  generally,  continue  to  be,  till  death. 
"^  seldom  happens  that  the  good  boy  makes  a  bad 
man :  and  seldomer  still  that  a  wid^d  and  disorderly 
boy  is  reclaimed  into  a  virtuous  and  regular  man.  Of 
50  great  consequence  is  it  tp  begin  well,  that  the  boy, 
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it  few  singular  cases  only  excepted,  fixes  a  course  of 
life  for  the  youth ;  the  youth  for  the  man ;  and  be  for 
the  angel,  whether  of  light  or  darkness. 

Choose  then  your  master,  and  your  way. 

A  master  yon  must  have,  a  servant  you  must  b^,  as 
you  are  but  a  creature,  and  therefore,  by  natural  Neces- 
sity, a  dependent  being.  God,  by  fight  of  creation,  is 
Lord  and  Master  of  all.  But  the  evil  spirit  %ttB  up,  by 
permission  from  God,  for  an  absolute  mastery  arid  do- 
minion over  you.  The  question  now  is,  whether  you 
ivill  have  God  for  your  Lord,* or  submit  to  be  a  slave 
to  the  devil.  Your  reas6n  finds  no  dilKeulCy  in  this 
choice.  You  readily  cry  out,  I  will  obey  God,  and 
renounce  the  devil.  But  does  your  heart  always  say 
so  too  ?  Do  you  not  often  yield  to  the  motions  of  sirt 
in  your  corrupt  heart  ?  "  Know  you  not,  that  to 
*'  whom  you  yield  yourselves  scrvarttS  to  obey — bis 
"  servants  you  arc,  whom  ye  obey  P"  Or  know  you 
not,  that,  as  often  as  you  commit  sin,  you  bbey  the 
devil,  arid  are  so  far,  actually  hi$  servant.  You  must 
choose  your  master,  therefore,  with  alt  yoiir  heart,  as 
well  as  with  all  your  understanding.  6od  disdains  a 
service  paid  in  part  to  Him,  and  in  pikti  to  His 
enemy.  He  commands  you  to  love  Him  with  all 
your  heart,  and  His  goodness  to  you  demands  it  entire. 

You  renounce  theti  the  devil,  that  monster  in  the 
creation,  whose  sole  intention  it  is,  to  insult  Almighty 
God,  through  you,  and  to  make  you  as  miserable  to 
all  eternity,  as  he  is  himself.  Him,  dierefore,  and  aR 
he  tempts  you  to,  by  the  world,  and  the  corruptions  of 
your  own  fleshly  nature^  you  persevere  to  renoonce 
and  abhor. 

And  God  you  are  resolved  to  serve  with  a  steady 
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iio4er$ttndiBC>  anc)  uo<)ivided  heart.  You  will  aecve 
HuQt  who  hatb  the  fok^  the  eternal  right  to  rule  over 
you^  a«  Him  who  gave  you  being,  who  bought  you 
yii^  His  blood,  who  corner,  as  this  day,  ail  almighty 
aUyt  to  join  you  agamst  the  enemies  of  your  soul;  Him 
•^  whoae  service  is  the  only  perfect  freedom,"  honor» 
hfpfttnessy  of  all  his  ratiooal  creatures;  who  is  in  Him- 
self infinitely  good  and  holy,  ingnttely  great  and  glori- 
ous^ And  means  nothing  by  His  dominion  over  you, 
but  to  make  you  forever,  good^  holy,  great^and  gloria 
ous»  like  Himself.  Never  forget  then  Whom  it  is  you 
profess  to  serve9  and  how  He  is  to  be  served^  namely, 
*'  io  spirit  and  in  truth,'*  with  a  warm»  watchful,  and 
resolute^  spirit;  and  with  truth  agreeable  to  your  jh-o- 
Sessions,  with  fidelity  conformable  to  your  vows.  If 
you  begin  weU,  your  work  is  half  dome,  and  the  neces- 
sity of  a  wrrowful  repentance,  or  the  dreadful  danger 
of  stoaingy  and  never  repenting,  may  be  happily  pre* 
vented.  It  is  better  Aevcr  to  be  ill,  than  to  be  cured, 
were  the  spiritual  medicine  ever  so  in&Uible;  but 
alas  I  yft  know  of  no  such  medicines  for  a  soul,  far 
gone  in:  the  mortal  disorder  of  sin,  and  perhaps,  inca-^ 
pable  of  the  apipKcation*  <*  Remember/  therefore^ 
«  your  Cremor>  in  the  days  of  your  youth,  while  the 
^  evil  days  come  not^  nor  iat  years  draw  nigh,  when 
^^  diou  shalt  say,  I  have  ncpleasufc  in  them,"  and 
God  too  shall  say.  He  bach  id  pleasure  in  them.  Give 
jrcMur  heart  to  God,  while  it  a  yet  young  and  tender* 
Offer  not  your  first-fruits  to  the  devil,*  and  think  to 
put  God  off  with  the  chaffs  md  refuse  of  old  age. 
^  Watch  and  pray^  that  you  ertcr  not  into  temptation. 
^  Watch,  lor  yon  know  not  atwhat  hour  your  Master 
^  cometh.  Cominue  instant  ii  prajiter,  for  your  auf-* 
^^  ficiency  is  of  God,  and  of  Hm  only/' 
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Choose  now  your  way  in  Christ  There  are  two 
ways  before  you,  one  called  the  narrow  way,  and  the 
other  the  broad.  They  set  out,  both  of  them,  ju^  from 
your  feec>  but  go  wider  and  wider  from  each  other  the 
further  th^  advance^  till  it  becomes  a  long  and  pain* 
fal  journey  to  pass  over  from  the  one  to  the  other,  in 
regard  to  the  unhappy  traveller,  who  may  have  enter^ 
ed  into  the  wrong  road  at  first,  and  proceeded  in  it, 
till  his  day  is  wearing  towards  an  end.  This  broad' 
way  is  smooth  and  easy.  Its  hedges  are  Sowcry  and 
loaded  with  fruit,  as  fair  to  the  eye,  and  as  delicious  lo 
the  palate^  as  that  which  hung  on  the  tree  in  the  midst 
of  the  garden  of  Eden.  The  air,  richly  perfumed, 
breathes  in  soft  music  on  the  ravished  ear.  Such  is  the 
broad  road  at  the  end  next  you;  but  further  onward  it 
grows  narrow  and  craggy.  You  meet  with  thorns  and 
briars  among  the  flowers.  These  decrease,  und  tho^ 
become  more  frequent*  The  air  changes.  The  music 
is  often  intermixed  with  groaos  and  yells.  The  passen-* 
gers,  enfeebled  by  surfeit  and  satiety  ;  the  pleasures,  in* 
terrupted  with  drunkenness,  broils,  bloodshed,  murder, 
remorse,  and  terror.  You  do. not  proceed  much  fur- 
ther before  you  come  to  a  frightful  pair  of  stairs>. 
formed,  for  the  greater  paft,  of  precipices,  inatead  of 
steps,  from  which  the  travellers  are  throK^n  into  a  bot^ 
tomle^s  gulph,  too  shoccing  for  the, approach  ofde- 
scripiion.  Hear,  therefoie,  yc  yoiitb,  the  voice  of  him^ 
who  cries  aloud^  ^^  go  n6t  in  the  .broad  way  which' 
**  leadeth  to  des traction.*  .    .  ' 

No !  ^^  enter  in  at  tie  strait  gate,**  and  take  yo\kt 
journey  upward  in  the  narrow  way,  narrow  only,  at 
first,  to  those  who  cone  over  from  the  broad,  but 
from  the  beginning,  #pen  and   easy  enough  of  en* 

trance* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


'  On  ConfirmathH.  if^ 

trance  td  yoa.  Id  whose  yet  umainted  ntindsi  good- 
liess  is  nofty' altogether,  unnatural.  You  afenot  ytt 
swoln  by  habits  of  sin  to  so  great  a  size,  as  to  make 
your  entrance  very  difficult.  It  is  but  of  yesterday 
that  you  ceased  to  be  one  of  those  innocents,  of  whom 
Christ  saith^  ^^  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.'^ 
i^ass  in  r^olutely  among  the  thorns  and  roses  of  this 
way,  rather  than  among  the  roses  and  thorns  of  the 
dther.  Herein  the  higher  you  ascend,  the  air  will  grow 
clearer,  the  light  stronger,  and  your  prospects  stiH 
larger  and  idore  beautiful.  This  world,  with  its  tri* 
fling  persons^  afid  insignificant  things,  grows  less  and 
less  toyour  eye,  till  you  see  it  but  as  a  dark  and  dis-' 
agreeable  lump  of  confusion;  while  the  heavens  open 
to  you,  and  the  things  above,  as  you  approach  them, 
begin  to  look  larger,  and  ntpre  illustrious  to  the  eye  ot 
your  faith,  tilt  you  see  them  as  they  are  in  tbemselves9 
i\\  lovely,  all  great,  and  glorious^  such  as  the  unrege- 
nerate  eye  hath  not  seen>  the  uilregenerate  ear  hath  not 
heard,  the  unregenerate  heart  hath  not  conceived,  noi^ 
can  conceive.  On  the  other  roadt  every  pleasure  en- 
feebles. Here  every  pain  invigorates.  There  the  tra«^ 
vellers,  forming  thetnselves  into  a  community  of  repro- 
bates, help  to  hurry  one  another  downward,  and  the 
great  deceiver,  redoubling  their  weight,  encreases  their 
power  of  plunging  still  deeper  and  deeper :  but  the 
laithful  Christians  on  this  road,  joined  in  a  eommunion 
of  Saints,  lend  their  hands  to  help  one  another  upward^ 
as  often  as  this  or  that  traveller  grows  weak,  or  the  hill 
too  steep  for  him  to  climb;  while  the  Spirit  of  God 
spreads  a  table  for  his  refreshment,  and  takes  him  to  re- 
pose in  His  house*  Here  a  conscious  sense  of  virtue, 
here  an  ardent  love  of  God,  and  a  burning  zeal  for  His 
Vol.  III.  9  service, 
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icrvicc,  shall  inspire  you  with  courage,  and  teach  yoiii 
even  "  to  glpry  in  tribulMfon,"  especially  if  brought 
'^gqvi  you  for  your  fidelity  to  90  gracious  a  master.  But 
Qipvea  little  further  up  to  the  point  of  victory,  where 
^ibi4at|Qn»  ^ud  persecutions  Aall  be  kft  behind  > 
where  triuwph  and  exultation  shall  begin  j  where  yo» 
^^11  be  cri>wned  and  surrocmded  with  the  natives  of 
beaveo,  with  samtS5  martyrs,  apgelsj  and  archangels^ 
through  the  ioud  hallelujahs  of  whoaiv  you  shall  pass, 
kto  the  ixnpiediate  presence  of  your  God-r-your  Fa- 
^Tyfow  Saviour^  your  Comforter^  You  shall  see 
iliiii;.  yop  shall  hear  Him  say^  **  well  donc^  thou 
^  good  and  feiihfol  scfvaat^epiex  ihouinto  ihcjoy  ol 

^  thy  tor Ar'' 

^  JEpter  ye,  therefore,  in  at  the  strait  ^te,^  and  tra^ 
nf^  yf  IB  the  narrow  ^  way  which  leiKleA  to  lifc.*^ 
ThiaH  U  jy>ttoo  wiuch  to  encomuer  with  aome  dilScul-* 
ti^s,an.dtp  ^truggks^patienilyyfor  a  abort  tine^t^  you 
jExay  iivf  for  ever  in  joy  unalterable,  and  glory  incoo* 
<;eiYahlf&  Re^neixtberi  yooi  must  be  a  partaker  of 
Chjri*lV  hfifliq^s«»  before  yxm  caw  be  a  partaker  of  Hiir 

AndJPOWy  my  dear  ChiliLreny  whom  I  bave^  faitb^ 
fully,  labeored  to  tnain  up  '» the  way  that  ye  should  gp^ 
^  I  bow  nyy  knees  »nto  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Je&of 
^  Christy  that  He  woMld  grant  unto  you,  accord^ 
•*  iqg  to  the  riches  of  His  glory,  to  be  strcngtbene4 
^  with  mi^ht  by  hiaJSpirit  in  the  inner  i»an>  that  Christ 
^  may  dwell  in,  your  hearts  by  faith  >  that  ye^  beiug 
M  rootled  jami  grounded  in  k^ve,  xary  be  abk  to  com^ 
^  preh^  wiih  all  saints,  what  h  the  breadth,  ant) 
^^kogthf  and  depths  a^d  height;  and  to  know  the 
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^  love  of  Christy  which  passeth  knowlege,  tbat  ye  may 
•^  be  filled  with  all  the  fullness  of  God."* 

^  Now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  do  exceeding 
^  abundantly^  above  all  tb^t  weash^  or  think,  accord- 
^  ing  to  the  power  that  worketh  in  us,  unto  Him  be 
^  glory  ia  the  Ghtircb^  by  Christ  JesuSi  thiongh  all 
^  ages,  world  without  end.    Amen/ 
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SERMON    XX. 

THE    FIFTH    OF    NOVEMBER. 


ALTHOUGH  the  due  observance  of  tbii  day,  as  also  of  tfie 
50th  oF  Jan.  and  29th  of  May,  are  enjoined  by  Act  of  Par- 
liament ;  yet  particular  forms  not  being  previously  directed, 
nor  subsequently  confirmed  by  any  Act  of  Parliament,  but 
tbey  are  specially  authorized  (as  is  also  that  of  the  King*^' 
Inauguration)  by  this  Order  of  his  Majesty : 

George  R. 

Our  will  is  that  these  four  forms  of  Prayers,  made  for 
the  5th  of  November,  the  SOth  of  January,  the  29ih  of  May, 
and  the  25th  of  October,  be  printed  and  used  yearly  on  the 
said  days,  in  all  Churches  and  Chapels,  &c.  Given  at  oar 
Couft  at  St.  James's,  the  7th  of  October,  1761,  in  the  first 
year  of  our  reign* 

By  his  Majesty *s  command, 

BUTE. 

Forasmuch  as  no  nation  hath  been  blessed  with  greater  ben^u 
than  this  kingdom  now  enjoyeth,  having  the  uue  and  free 
profession  of  the  Gospel ;  the  which  many  malignant  and 
devilidi  papists,  envying  and  fearing,  conspired  most  hor- 
ribly, virhen  the  King^s  most  excellent  Majesty,  the  Lords 
spiritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons,  should  hme  been 
assembled  in  the  upper  house  of  Parliament,  on  the  5th  of 
November,  1605,  suddenly  to  have  blown  up  the  said  whole 
house  with  gunpowder^  had  it  not  pleased  Almighty  God 
that  this  hidden  treason  shanldjwtve  been  mkaculously  dit« 

covered 
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;  covered  net  iQany  hours  before  the  appointed  thne  for  the 
execjution  thereof :  therefore  the  Kingi  the  Lords  spiritual 
and  temporal,  and  all  bii  Majesty's  subjects,  do  most  justly 
acknowl^e  this  great  and  infinite  blessing  to  have  proceeded 
from  God ; 

It  is  enacted  that  all  Ministers  shall  always,  on  the  5lh  day  of 
Md^ember,  say  morning  prayer,  and  give  unto  Almighty 
God  thanks  for  this  most  happy  deliverance. 

£  Jac»  c.  I.  s.  !•  it: 

yids  Bum's  Ecclesiastical  Law.    H$lklajt. 


♦  LUKE  ix.   55,  ^. 

Bat  He  turned  and  rebuked  tbem^and  said^  ye  know  not 
what  manner  of  spirit  ye  are  of.  For  the  Son  of  Mam 
is  not  come  to  destroy  metis  Jives^  hut  to  save  tbem. 

WHEN  the  Blessed  Jesus  was  going  from  Ga- 
lilee to  Jerusalem,  and  was  to  "  pass  through 
^  a  village  oFthe  Samaritans,  He  sent  messengers  be- 
**  fore  Htm/*  to  prepare  a  reception  for  Him.  But 
so  violent  was  the  prejudice  the  Samaritans  bore  against 
the  Jews,  that  they  refused  to  receive  this  affectionate 
friend  and  lover  of  mankind,  '*  because  His  face  was 
•^  as  though  He  would  go  to  Jerusalem/* 

This  unkind,  and  inhospitable  usage,  kindled  the 
indignation  of  His  disciples  James  and  John,  and  they 
wotild  have. '*  called  fire  from  heaven  as  Elias  did'* 
upon  his- adversaries,  and  implored  the  God  of  ven* 

•  Ncwlin. 
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Ijcsance  ^t0  east  (bftfi  Hn  Kgiitning  tnd  M^f  ihtm^nxA 
^  shoot  ottt  His  arrows  and  consume  them/* 

Now  the  affront  was  offered  by  a  perverse  schisma* 
tical  peoplei  who  bad  set  up  a  temple  near  Samariay  in 
ppposition  to  the  temple  at  Jerusalem^  and  bad  mad^ 
^n  unnecessary  separation  firom  ^^  Mo^ni  Sioo,  wUch 
^<  the  Lord  h^d  chosen  to  be  aa  habitation  for  Hiaistlf, 
*.%  and  ^f  wbkb  He  had  said,  this  shall  be  my  rest 
«<  for  ever;  here  will  I  dviell,  fbt  I  bav«  a  defigbt 
«  therein/' 

Btit  although  these  specious  reasons  might  be  urged 
in  their  behalf^  yet  the  Son  of  God,  who  ^^  declared 
<^  His  almighty  power^  most  chiefly,  in  shewing  mercy 
^^  and  pity,"  was  pleased  to  rebuke  tbeir  passioni  with 
that  powerful  voice  ^  with  which  He  rebukes  even  * 
*i  iht  winds  aodthe  seas,  and  tbey  obey  Him«  Hf 
^f  turned  and  rebuked  them,  and  saidy  ye  kpow  not 
^*  what  manner  of  spirit  ye  are  o£  For  the  Son  of 
^^  man  is  not  come  to  destroy  men's  lives,  but  to  save 
^  tbem-"    .  ,  -        - 

,  And  had  all  thai  professed  Cbristianity,  duly,  canai^ 
dered  this  just  rebuke,  had  they  been  directed  by  (h^ 
ajim^  spirii  of  love  and  charity  as  tl^eir  Ixnrd  and 
Master  breathed  forth  in  all  His  doctrines,  ia  every  ac- 
tion of  His  life,and^  most  especially^  in  the  agonies  of 
death ;  tbey  would  have  withheld  tbeir  hand  from  those, 
dreadful  instaeces  of  murder  and  parricide,  which,  have 
been  committed  under  the  pretence  of  Religion,  and 
most  certainly  they  would  have  abhorred  that  deed 
ivhipby.  on  this  day,  was,  wickedly,  prepared,  bot^ 
throiigji  God's  Providence,  happily  prevented* 

That  we  may  be  possessed  with  a  lively  sense  of  oojr 
ipreat  deliverance^  and  a  just  abhorrence  of  that  cruel» 

unnatural^ 
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lirmaf  tttaf,  peraecudng  s]Hrit,  whitih  Wo\AA  lMf«yltt*ged 
415  into  the<iepih8  of  mkery ;  I  shall  sbow^ 

Firsts  That  it  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  Satroufy 
4hc  temper  of  his  Gospel,  sind  the  manner  in  wbkh  ir 
was  propagated  and  spread  abroad. 

Secondly,  That  it  destroys  the  end  and  design  of  ait^ 
Reiigioti^ 

Thirdly^  That  it  turns  to  the  prejadice  of  tlutt  liause 
^rbich  it  endeavors  to  promote. 

First  It  k  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  SaviotHf; 
This  was  the  description  which  the  Prophet  Isaiah* 
gave  of  the  Messiah.  <^  He  was  oppressed  and  af<^ 
^  flicted,  yetHeopeMd^Othtsmottth/'  Andhiseha*^ 
racter  drawn  by  St.  Peter  is  like  onto  it  "  When  He^ 
^  was  reviled,  He  reviled  not  again ;  when  He  »uf«H 
^  fared,  He  threatened  not,  but  committed  FKmsetf  to 
«  Him  that  judgeth  righteouriy^"  ^ 

And,  agreeably  to  both,  the  course  of  His  actionf^ 
was  a  continual  proof  of  the  most  remarkable  meek<^ 
ness,  and  unwearied  patience,  and  forbearance.  He 
might  have  conimanded  ^  legions  of  atrgels**  to  pubw 
Ifsh  His  Gospel,  atrd  destroy  tho^  hardened  wretchcr 
that  reftised  to  hearken  to  His  wonderful  overtures  of 
kindness,  aitd  afccfept  the  means  of  reconcrliaibn. 

He  received  Ae  moit  ungraceful  and  disingenuous' 
provocaHJionSf  butmneadofexettningimmedi^e  veil* 
geance  on  tfie  daring  offenders,  '*  He  wept  over  Jctu* 
'^  sakrn,  because  she  would  not  know  the  things  that 
«''.  belonged  to  her  peace,  before  they  were-  Md  frortf 
**•  -her  dytw.''  ^  '{ 

^  Ji!  Wa^tfteconstalht  endeavor  off  His  matidteun  ac- 
cusers,*td  fifnd  Him  gurlty of  rai^ng  sedition,  ahd  be* 
fcg  th  «ttetfly  to  Gsesfar^s  goverAttitint.*  Btxt  Aodgh 
'i-  '  grctl 
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greait  jiumbers  of  people  followed  HiiHi  either  to  bear 
His  doctrine  or  for  ihe  benefit  of  His  mighty  works^ 
y.e(  no  disturbance  was  given  to  the  public  peace,  no 
just  occasion  of  jealousy  to  the  Roman  government ! 
The  Blessed  Jesus  t>ound  the  Christian  Religion, with 
stronger  tics  upon  the  consciences,  of  men,  ihiiQ  ever 
Y^ere  laid  upon  them  before ;  and^  at  the  same  time. 
He,  more  effectually,  secured  the  rights  of  every  one, 
carefully  preserved  the  peace  of  kingdoms,  and  set  4 
l^ng  fence,  aad  guard,  about  them.  So  far  was  He 
from  dissolving  the  common  obligations  of  mankind, 
tnd  giving  the  subject  a  commission  to  cast  oflF  the 
band$  of  allegiance,  and  pippaote  His  Religion  by 
nas^acres,  rebellions,  and  tortures,  whensoever  bis 
prince  should  diflPer  from  Him  | 

How  contrary,  then,  is  the  spirit  of  the  Romish 
Church  to  that  of  the  innocent  Jesus !  How  far  from 
lii^  intentions  was  that  horrid  conspiracy^  which  would 
^ave  involved  the  Hingt  *^  the  breath  of  our  nostrils,'* 
the  qiieen,  the  parent  of  all  our  hopes,  (be  princes, 
^e  nQt)iltty,  the  spiritual  fathers,  the  aged  counsellors, 
and  the  promising  youth  of  our  coi^ntry,  in  one  com* 
mon  destruction  1  How  fierce  was  that  zeal,  which 
would  have  swallowed  them  up  in  an  insunt,  without 
^e  least  fear  of  danger,  and  would  have  made  almost 
^  great  a  slaughter  as  there  was  in  Egypt,  when  "  there 
V  was  not  an  house  where  there  was  not  one  dead  I" 

|iow  unreasonable  was  the  wrath  of  these  ministers 
9f  cruelty,  that  would  have  rejoiced  in  their  misery^ 
though  they  had  no  other  crime  to  charge  upon  them 
than  this,  "  that  after  th^  way  which  they  called  heresy^ 
^  so  worshipped  they  the  God  of  their  fajtbersl'- 

And  tb)s  dreadful  attefnpt  w^s  as  contrary  to  tbe 

tcmpCT 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ffftb  of  If  (^vernier,  tjj 

temper  of  the  Gospttf  as  to  the  spirit  of  k$  Author.  It 
was  His  endeavor  to  render  us  like  to  God|  by  piet 
vailing  with  us  to  purify  ourselves  from  the  comip- 
lions  of  our  nature;  but  still  He  laborod  to  cultt* 
yate,  and  improve^  evj^y  thing  that  was  good  ini  us, 
and,  perpetuaUy^  taught  us,  that  nothing  could  raise  us 
%o  a  nearer  resemblance  of  the  most  amiable  of  the 
divine  perfeaions>  than  the  practice  of  that  excdleai 
virtue  which  bears  the  name  of  humanity. 
.  Our  Lord  and  Master,  by  whose  name  we  are  called^ 
has  made  charity  the  badge  and  mark  of  His  followers* 
But,  alas  !  those  that  m^ke  the  greatest  boast  of  their 
Reh'gion,  and  pretend  to  be  the  most  zealous  advo- 
cates for  xhe  Gospel,  indulge  themselves  in  ihe  most 
unfleasonable  passions,  and  violent  resentments.  When 
they  have  persuaded  themselves  that  their  cause  i$  the 
cause  of  God»  they  care  not  what  means  they  use  in  its 
defence^  Every  thing  becomes  lawful  to  them  in  their 
vain  opinion,  even  '^  all  biuerness,  and  wrath,  and 
f^  clampft  and  evi)i>sp^akit)g»  with  all  malice.*' 

<V  O  my  souly  come  net  thou  into  their  secret:  unto 
^  their  assen^bly,  mine  honor,  be  not  thou  united :  for 
f <  in  their  a^ger''  they  attempted  a  work  full  of  siib* 
tlety,  hasenpsSf.  treachery,  and  malice  of  the  devil. 
*^  Cursed  be  thdr  anger,  for  it  was  fierce^  and  thdr 
y  wqithy  for  it  was  cruel."  It  would  have  triumf^bed 
in  the  utter  extirpation  of  the  Royal  Family,  in  the 
slaughter  pf  die  nobles,  in  the  tears  of  widows  and 
prpbani ;  and  when  .^^  our  Sion,  tbe  ferfectioa  pf 
<*  beauty,  bad  none  to  coin&tt  her;  theo  the  adver* 
f<  s^ry  would  have  spread  out  his  hand  upoo  all  -her 
f<  plcEuam  things  VViii4J)^^^48))(  in  the  <fror^  pf  a  coiw 
rupted  Chvrch,  errors  as  contrary  to  the  Gospel  of 
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Christy  at  the  method  of  protfiottng  them  m,  to  the 
Bntlner  in  which  it  wM^opegaoed  and  spread  abroad 

When  the  doctrines  of  our  Saviour  were  firsf 
prta^ed  %o  the  worM,  the  bent  and  indinations  of 
man  weie  agaiMt  them,  and  they  must,  necessarily, 
cncovntdriiU  the  difficulties  that  could  arise  from  pre- 
judice, custom,  and  authority.  Bot  yet  they  had  no 
trorldly  fovce  to  support  Aem,  nothing  to  conquer  the 
mistaken  opinions^  the  perverse  wills,  and  the  stub* 
boom  opposition  of  unreasonable  mtrij  but  the  plain 
testimonies  diat  were  given  in  their  behalf,  and  their 
own  intrinsic  worth  and  exeellenee. 

The  wosd  of  God  feU  from  the  lips  of  the  first 
pfeachers  of  Christianity,  like  the  kind  refire^ing 
showers  of  ^  rain  that  water  the  earth,  and  make  it 
^^  bring  forth  and  bud,  that  it  may  give  ^eed  to  the 
^  sower,  and  bread  to  the  eater/*  But  a  spirit  of  pcr« 
secution  destroys  as  it  passes  along^  and  ^  is  like  t 
^  sweeping  rain,  that  leavetb  no  food/* 

Secondly,  I  proceed  to  shew,  that  a  spirit  of  peite<^ 
cation  destroys  the  end  and  design  of  aU  ReKgion. 

A  great  part  of  our  duty  consisu  in  the  government 
of  our  passions  and  affisctions.  Religion  has,  there* 
fere,  very  justly  undertaken  the  regulation  of  these 
dangerous  evils :  for  did  it  not  confine  and  restrain 
Acm,  the  corrupt  incKnations  of  depraved  man  would 
carry  him  fevcb  if^W  every  kind  of  mischief. 

When  a  band  ef  men  are*  combined  against  Relt. 
Ipooi  tkey  ^  io  ofll  tfiat  good  may  come;**^  they  go 
iito  die  coMDissioii  of  Ar  most  h^vrid  crimes^  and 
use  the  mm  Mfawfiil  meiSM^br  obeaming  their  end^ 
^vMi  a  >fiiH  and'  eMire  tht^^  atnd  witk  undifjded  con- 
mnu  --.*-'. 
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Vr&tdM  i$  «1le  iDMdttkm  ^  minktnd^  wheii  Rel^. 
-gioi^  arm^  %htm  9tgAimt*tme  aood^r  f  m^  iad  ^e  !9it 
^tflfect9|  wlien  (Hir  iirirQl|r  passions  tade^  an  eneottragtic 
mem  from  it  f  Antf  fet  U  cannot  be  denied  that  t^jr 
are  toi^  nmdh  encouraged  hy  Aie  Kotaish  ReHgibn  f 

Hovr  might  the  maliekms  vfilMn  applaud  htmselfy 
when  he  dionght  of  the  coospiracf  that  was  formed 
ilgavttst  us,  and  eoifisiderted  hos^artfoHy  the  train  was 
laid,  how  Ukely  it  was  to  succeed,  and  how  one  decl- 
aive  blow  would  accompltsh  every  thing  tbatliiti  hemt 
couM  wish  for !  How  might  the  passbnate  and  reil^ 
vengeful  rgoice^  chat  they  were  not  tfb  wait  for  the 
ledious  forms  of  triids  and  ejtecutions,  bnt  might,  in  an 
instant,  consume  thehr  adversaries  hy  a  awift  desnruc^ 
<ion !  How  might  the  man  of  a  sour  and  ill-natured 
apirit  please  himself  wid)  the  ruin  and  havoc  that  would 
be  made,  and  the  confusion  and  sorrow  that  would 
overwhelm  th^  unhappy  familier  that  bad  lost  a  parent^ 
a  brother,  a  friend?  But,  thanks  be  to  Cod,  they 
were  disiippoinfced'f 

Lasdy,  This  cruel  spirit  turned  to  die  prejtidice  of 
Aat  cause  it  was  designed  to  promote. 
'  The  errors  of  Ae  Church  of  Rome  are  n  grow  md 
palpable,  that  they  must,  necessarily,  be  obvious  to  dl^ 
capacities.  Whilst  the  design  of  this  day  shall  ^  be 
^  bad  in  remembrance*;*'  and  whilst  we  have  any  tove 
Ibr  outseh^es,  any  fear  oFdanger,  any  apprehensiog  of 
misery;  ^  shall,  certainly^  abhor  that  blood-dnrsty 
religion. 

Bqt  white  we  are,  justly,  cdncfemnmg  their  mrcfaris* 
tian  spirit,  we  must  b^Krail  the  dreadful  consequence 
of  our  own  utihappy  dfvision:?.  So  strong'are  the  pre* 
jfldiat  of  Itoen  against  each  otfaer^  n  violent  their 
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batredy  thit  Bome  profligMci  wrenches  presume  to  wish 
damnation  tp  tbdr  adverf ario«,  4nd  are  foad  of  uueri- 
jng  that  shockiag  curisc !  TfaU  far  epiceeds  the  bitter 
jKcal  of  the  papists :  for  t^ejr  pretend  to  desire  the  Sal* 
vation  of  the  souli  while  they  rejoice  in  the  destruction 
of  the  body^  But  tb^e  unnataral  furies  pursue  their 
reven^  jbejrond  ihe  i^rave,  and  cany  it  eiren  to  helL   , 

Deluded  fools  I  is  it  possible  that  you  should  know 
.what  damnation  means,  and  wish  that  your  brethren 
should  fall  into  that  accursed  state  ?  Have  yoi|  torn 
put  your  bowels,  and  repounced  the  mercies  of  Jesus  ^ 
Have  you  forgotten  His  agony  and  bloody  sweat,  his 
Cross  and  Passion  ?  ^^  Was  it  nothing  to  you  thac 
'^  there  was  any  sorrow  like  unto  His  sorrow'*  for  sin* 
ful  men  ?  Can  yt>u  desire  that  it  should  be  of  no  e£Fect 
to  those  immortal  souls  whom  He  died  to  redeem? 
Surely  you  do  not  consider ;  for  if  you  considered  you 
must  relent ;  <^  you  kn9w  not  what  manfier  of  spirit 
**  you  are  oV^ .  . 

But  if  there  is  any  one  that  is  so  far  lost  to  every 
thing  that  bears,  the  name  of  pity,  as  to  wish  for  the 
damnation  of  his  enemies,  in  the  full  meaning,  and 
impor^tance,  of  that  complication  of  all  evils ;  let  him 
Remember  the  words  of  the  Psalmist — ^^  his  delight 
V  was  in  cursing,  and  it  shall  happen  unto  him :  he 
1'  loved  not  blessing  therefore  it  shall  be  far  from  him. 
^  He  cloatbed  himself  with  cursings  like  as  wiUv  a 
\^  raiment :  and  it  shall  come  into  his  bowels  Uke 
*^  water,  and  like  oil  into  hb  bones.** 
.  But  let  us  endeavor  to  **  walk  worthy  of  the  voca* 
^^  tion  wherewith  we  are  called,  with  all  lowliness  and 
^<  meekness,  with  long-suflFering,  .forbearing  one  an* 
^y  other  if}  Lpve^'*    I^t  us  forgive  ^  tho9(»  who  with^ 
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^  out  any  cause  are  our  enemies,*'  and  try  to  win  upon 
them  by  repeated  offices  of  kindness  and  compassion. 
And  whereas,  op  th^  one  han(},  they  fven  boast  of 
their  cruelty,  and,  onrthe  other,  falsely,  pretend  to  mo» 
deration;  let  us,  constantly^  exercise  that  Christian 
virtue.  Let  this  be,  as  it,  always,  has  been,  the  glory 
of  the  Church  of  England;  and  let  us  pray  thai 
«<  peace  may  be  within  her  wallsj  and  plenteousnesa 
^  withiitb^4>alaces;  and  may  we  all  l&li^  to  do 
**  her  good  ;**  to  give  support  to  her  by  our  know* 
lege,  and  ornament  by  our  piety  !      -    .         *        '  1 
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SERMON    XXL 


BY  If  Ch.  2.  c.  so.  tterf  doch  iity  aF  Amaiy,  ntAmlit 
bl\%  out  to  be  on  tbc  Lord^s  Dxf^  and  then  the  next  ixy  bl^ 
lowing  shall  for  eterlie  set  apart  to  be  kept  Ind  observed  m 
all  Churcbes  and  Chapels;  as  an  anniversary  day  of  bitiog 
and  humiliation  to  implore  the  mercy  of  Ood,  that  neither 
the  guik  of  the  sacred  and  innocent  blood  of  his  late  Majoty 
King  Charles  the  first,  nor  those  other  sins  by  which  God 
was  provoked  to  deliver  up  both  us  and  our  king  into  the 
hands  of  cruel  and  unreasonable  men^  may  at  any  time  be  vi* 
uted  upon  us  or  our  posterity^ 

Vide  Sermon  for  5th  of  November. 


BfATTHEW   XtlU   21.^ 

Render i  therefore^  unto  C^sar,  the  things  that  are  Cesar's^ 
and  unto  God^  the  things  that  are  God's. 

THESE  words  of  our  Saviour  were  an  answer  to 
a  question  insidiously  proposed,  and  a  great  dii« 
appointudcntto  the  malice  that  suggested  it* 

«  Dr.  St.  JiAn. 
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To  dispense  with  the  allegiance  escacted  by  &e  £«« 
peroF)  was  QflPeosive  io  the  Heipdian ;  to  declare  it  ia; 
his  favor  was  obnoxious  to  the  Pharisee;  and,  there* 
foret  ^^  better  to  entangle  Him  in  his  discoqrse,  aod 
draw  from  Him  such  an  answer  as  must,  inevitably, 
expose  Him  to  the  zeal  of  the  Jew,  or  the  power  of  the 
Roman^  they  industriously  send  out  of  each  party  to, 
consult  Him  whether  it  was  lawful  '*  to  pay  tribute  tinto 
•f  C«sar." 

Our  Saviour,  perceiving  the  wickedness  of  their 
kearts,  and  therefor^  unwilling  to  entertain  them  oa 
ibe  subject  any  longer  than  was  necessary  to  resdve 
dieir  doubt,  and  expose  their  hypocrisy,  contents  fi(im^ 
self  with  referring  them  to  the  tribute«money  they  dis- 
puted, and  bids  them  read  in  the  inscription  to  whom 
tkey  were  to  pay  it.     There  Carsar  waa  acknowleged 
supreme  in  the  empire,  and  protector  oiks  commerce  > 
}a$  imiage  and  authority  had  for  many  years  together 
parsed  current  in  their  payments,  and  left  them  without 
scruple  in  their  submission  to  a  government  so  k>i^ 
be&re  attained  by  conquest,  and  settled  by  possession. 
^  Render,  therefore,  unto  Casar  the  things  that  aro 
^  Cflcsar's/'    Some  things,  it  seems,  there  were,  in 
our  Saviour*s  allowance,  belonging  unto  Csesar,  as 
well  as  others  unto  God.    And  farther,  to  ktthem  see 
that  both  these  obligations,  thougjh  different  in  them* 
selves,  were  yet  consistent  with  each  other.  He  goes  on 
in  the  nelu  words,  and  pronounces  them  inseparable : 
.  ^  and  unto  God,  the  things  that  are  God's." 

And  now,  what  our  Saviour,  in  the  text,  bath  so  SK^* 
lemnly  ♦^joined  together,  let  no  man/'  hereafter,  pr^ 
aume  to  ^  put  asunder.**  The  Religion  and  Loyalty 
of  a  Christian  are  ins^arable;  the  d^^ties  we  jowe  to 
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God  and  his  Vice-gerent  are  of  the  closest  aTiiande  i 
Aey  are  born,  and  bred,  and  gfow  t/p  in  tfs  togethery 
and  give  a  natural  support  dfnrd  assistance  to  each- 
other  :  But  then  it  is  dangerous  to  divide^  it  is  irnpo^* 
aible  to  oppose  them  without  destroying  our  obedience, 
ind  either  incurring  the  guik  of  treason  against  the 
One,  or  of  apostacy  ff om  ^e  other. 

That,  therefore,  we  njiay  bring  the  trtifbt^  of  tbfs 
day  to  an  Open  shame,  and,  which  were  more  fo  be 
desired,  their  children  to  repentance^  and  ourseltres^  as 
it  betooretf  us,  to  a  just  abhorrence  of  what  those  acted 
trith  so  much  wickedness,  that  only  these  can  defend 
h  with  greater,  give  me  leave,  in  this  discourse. 

First,  to  shew,  how  religiously  they  fuKilfed  each 
part  of  this  command;  how  ^'  they  rendered  unto 
^  Caesar,  the  things  that  were  Caesar's  j  and  unto  God, 
^  the  things  that  were  God's,** 

Secondly,  to  draw  a  reflection  or  two  from  whaC 
shall  have  been  said,  and  humbly  represent  the  use  we 
are  to  make  of  it. 

And  first,  of  those  things  we  are  to  render  unto 
Caesar,  the  most  considerable  of  all  others,  because  in« 
elusive  of  the  rest,  is  submission  to  his  authority. 
'  And  this,  indeed,  is  no  more  than  what  the  com- 
mon laws  of  nature^  and  of  nations,  what  the  peace  and 
subsistence  of  society  among  men,  and  the  very  notion 
of  government,  requires  that  we  should  pay  him.  For, 
though  many  may  have  disputed  about  the  forms  of 
government,  and  the  original  or  eictent  of  the  power 
that  supports  it,  yet  all  men  have  agreed,  that  govern^ 
mail  without  power^  and  power  without  ^btdiertcey  are 
contradictions  in  themselves,  and  destructive  of  the 
nodons  we  hfive,  naturallyi  of  these  things.  Religion 
'  goes 
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gdes  farther,  and  both  explains  and  enforces  tfiese  du^ 
ties  on  the  subjett.  To  shew  us  \vhat  obedience  we 
must  '^  render  unto  Cttsar,"  it  acquaints  us  with  hi^ 
character  Vhose  Image  he  bears^  and  whose  person  he 
represents  :  ^^  that  it  is  God  that  ttade  him  and  not  we 
^  ourselves/'  And  therefore^  that  tbe  laws  which  he 
decrees,  and  the  power  bjr  which  be  acts^  are  not  to  be 
Mceived  as  a  creature  of  the  people^  but  to  be  rere« 
iranced,  and  submitted  tO|  as  the  ^^  ordinance  of  God/*^ 
By  the  same  Religion  also  may  Caesar  be  instructed  iti 
the  extent  cif  his  commission  ;  and  the  subjects  directed 
ifi  the  measures  of  their  obedience.  In  all  things  law* 
fill  we  are,  readily,  to  obey  him,  <^  not  only  for  wrath^ 
**  but  also  for  conscience  sake/' 

But  little  will  the  patrons  of  rebellion  find  in  tbe 
doctrine  of  our  Saviour,  of  the  practice  of  His  folr 
lowers,  to  support  those  principles,  which  the  text  alonej 
dot  to  mention  any  other,  has  abundandy  confuted. 

The  Sovereign  Chrbt  there  commands  them  to  sub- 
mit to,  was  a  Prince,  we  may  observe,  of  a  diflPerent 
religion,  and  of  another  couhtry.  The  Pharisees,  to 
whom  He  enjoins  it,  a  people  of  all  others  most  impa- 
tient of  his  empire,  and  who,  if  any,  might  have  plead- 
ed an  exemption  from  his  government.  With  better 
grace  than  others  since  have  done,  those  saints  might 
have  insisted  on  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  free-bom 
people :  For  sure,  if  any  nation  under  heaven  can 
•^  think  it  hath  whereof "  in  this  respect  **  to  glory, 
<^  they  more :  Of  the  seed  of  Abraham,"  which  had 
never,  as  they  boasted,  ^*  been  in  bondage  unto  anf 
•*  man,*'  and  of  the  stock  of  the  "  Messias,''  whom 
all  men  should  obey  :  they  too  might  have  insisted  oh 
the  righteousness   of  the   sect  by  which   thty  were 
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distinguished^  on  the  strictness  of  their  purity,  «fid  tfav 
Hieasure  of  their  holiness;  oft  their  fellowship,  as  tbe]f 
termed  it,  snd  commtinion  with  their  God,  and  on  the 
titles  they  delighted  to  be  fenriltarly  caked  by,,  of  HI* 
preckusy  and  elect. 

But  our  Lord,  by  His  behavior  on  this  oecaston,. 
bas>  abundantly  conviDfced  us,  that  neither  the  wicked- 
Bfss  of  iht  prince,  nor  the  godlinesa  of  the  people,  nei^ 
fher  the  liberties  of  natwre,  nor  thcpririleges  of  Grace, 
aan  give  unto  subjects  a  Jdspensatkn  from  aikgimte^^ 
iiuch  Ifcss,  as  some  have  ai^ued,^  a  tkle  to  (hmimm. 
'  What  then  must  we  think  of  that  unruly  spirit^ 
which  so  otKrageously  prevaited  in  the  ^  children  of 
'^  disobedience,*'  till  fVont  one  degree  of  wickedness  to 
anotber,  ii  went  oh  at  last  ta  make  ittotf  drunk  witb 
the  spoils  of  God's  Church,  ami  with  the  blood  of  bis 
Anointed  ?  A  spirit,^^ which,  if  any  cte  strongest  tiea  oP 
nature,  of  dlegiance,  or  of  g^atitucfe--^!  abe  virtues  of 
a  prince,  of  the  happiness  of  a  people,  if  oaths,  or 
vows^  or  protestations^  eonld  have  restvasncd^  evei> 
these  would  have  festratned  id 
'  Indeed,  when  we  reflect  on  so  prodigioui  arevent,- 
so  far  beyond  the  examples  of  fornier  ages,  and  the 
imitation,  we  hope,  of  those  that  are  to  follow;*  where 
tfa^  guilt  was  almost  as  universal  as  the  misery,  in  so- 
general  a  concurrence  of  wickedness  in  some,  and  of  iiw 
firmities  in  others,  what  one  particular  sin  prevail^ 
above  the  rest,  is  not  easy  to  determine.  But  whatever 
rhight  contribute  to  the  progress  of  those  mi^iefs,  the 
original  of  them  all  may  too  justly  be  asCmed  to  ^n 
irrcvBrence  for  Majesty,  and  too  great  a  disregard  to- 
the  duties  of  submission^     Here,  here  it  was,  in  the 
rttin5  of  Religion^  and  tliose  good  old  principles  of 
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CbristUmAlkgi^n^e^  aad  of  Englisb  Loyalty^  so  long  tbe 
glory  of  our  Churchy  and  the  ^feiy  of  our  Govern* 
paent^that  ^^  these  workers  of  iniquity,"  had  too  skil- 
fully  established  the  beginnings  oi  their  guilt,  and  th^ 
foundations  of  our  misery. 

^  No  sooner  had  they  broke  these  bonds  asunder^ 
^  and  cast  away  the  cords  from  them,"  but  they  found 
themselves  at  liberty  to  ^^take  counsel  together  ag^insj 
f^  the  Lord  and  against  his  Anointed/*  Whfn  one* 
they  had  persuaded  themselves  and  others,  that  to  r4si$t 
was  kmfiily  they  more  easily  convinced  them  that  tQ 
retel  was  necessary.  From  poisoning  their  principks» 
they  successfully  went  on  to  corrupt  tbeip  in  their  ^f* 
fectionSj  possessing  the  minds  of  the  fearful  with  dan* 
ger^  and  the  jealous  with  discontent,  and  applying  v^ith 
much  artifice  to  their  passions  and  credulity^  thost 
suggestions  which  might  render  thepi  most  irapjitient 
of  the  old  government,  and  most  eager  for  a  new  01^* 

Here,  therefore,  let  us  Bx  the  rise  of  their  rebedHipqi 
not,  as  some,  from  the  date  of  their  commissioq,  to  %. 
general,  but  from  the  moment  that,  they  began  to  |^ 
disloyal  upon  principle.  The  guilty  arms  they  cam9 
afterwards  to  engage  in,  were  taken  up  to  maintain  thaj 
treason  in  the  field,  which  they  bad  praptised  in  fh^ 
Senate ;  were  taken  up  to  make  good  the  style  of  tb^r 
fe/itioHs,  and  the  tumults  of  their  remonstrances^  an4 
not  to  be  laid  down,  till  they  had  destroyed  that  power^ 
which,  by  repeated  usurpations,  they  ha4  insulted  ^nd 
oppressed. 

Even  the  crimes,  and  the  parricideof  this  execrable 
day,  this,  the  master-piece  of  their  treason,  and  the 
consummation  of  their  villanies,  even  this  was  too  na- 
turally the  consequence  of  those  principles,  which  they 
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appeared  betimai  le$s  tender  to  conceal,  and  were 
grown,  by  degrees,  even  forward  to  discover.  War, 
and  an  army  they  had  rabed  upon  their  Sovereign, 
even  then,  when  they  presumed  to  styfe  themselves  his 
subjects  :  They  had  fought  him  in  his  name^  and  de* 
feated  him  by  his  autbmiy :  What  followed  after  this 
will  more  easily  be  accounted  for :  To  imprison  him, 
when  subdued,  was  but  the  right  of  conquest;  to  insult 
him  in  his  chains,  was  but  the*  rudeness  of  their  vie* 
cbry ;  to  murder  him,  when  deposed,  for  treason 
against  their  majesty^  was  but  an  act  of  their  preroga* 
five,  and  no  immoderate  exercise  of  the  sovereignty 
they  had  assumed. 

So  fatal  is  the  tendency,  and  so  natural  the  progress, 
of  those  mischiefs,  which  arise  from  what  our  fore- 
fathers called  the  doctrines  of  rebellion^  but  what  others, 
in  our  days  have  not  scrupled  to  enjoin  as  the  duties 
of  resistance.  The  duty  of  resistance !  A  sound  not 
beard  before  by  English  ears,  or  in  a  Christian  country. 
A  language  this,  from  which  the  most  barbarous  of 
subjects  had  hitherto  abstained,  under  the  smart  of  op- 
pression, and  in  the  heatof  thcHr  resentments.  Force, 
extremity,  necessity  they  may  have  called  it,  but  duty 
is  a  name  of  more  modern  application,  and  never,  till 
of  late,  suspected  to  belong  to  it.  '^  A  new  command-* 
**  ment,  therefore,  have  we  from"  them  in  the  room  of 
another,  which  they  have  long  ago  transgressed^  and 
^  made  void  by  their  traditions  ;**  but  a  needless  com* 
mandment  sure,  if  not  dangerous^  to  a  people  not  for- 
getful of  their  liberties,  and  of  themselves,  we  know,  but 
too  ready  to  fulfil  it. 

So  gave  they  unto  Caesar  the  things   that   were 
Caesar's;  and  to  shew,  how  to  their  blood-guiltiness 
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they  added  sacrilege^  and  to  their  rebellion^  hypocrisy^ 
It  may  not  be  improper  to  consider,  in  the  next  place) 
how  they  gave  ^^  unto  God  also  the  things  that  were 
**  God's.*' 

And  here,  after  what  hath  already  been  observed, 
concerning  the  guilt  of  their  rebellion,  and  the  hei* 
nousness  of  their  parricide,  it  seems  needless  to  en* 
quire,  by  what  spirit  they  were  actuated,  and  in 
ivhose  cause  they  were  engaged.  **  The  wrath  of 
•*  man/'  when  transported  to  such  violence,  "  work^ 
♦*  eth  not,"  we  may  believe,  "  the  righteousness  of 
•^  God." 

But  chough  murder  and  rebellion  ait  sins  in 
Aemsehres  most  hateful  unto  God,  and  instruments, 
of  ali  others,  most  inapplicable  to  His  service,  a  zeal 
for  His  glory  was  pretended  to  accomplish  them,  and 
the  color  they  made  use  of  to  justify  them,  when  ac« 
complished. 

For  God  against  the  Ring  was  the  style  of  their  en* 
gagements :  For  God  against  a  King,  Defender  of  His 
Faith,  and  most  jealous  of  His  honor:  For  God  against 
a  Church  which  acknowieged  Him  in  truth,  and  wor* 
shipped  Him  in  purity. 

By  the  title  of  their  arms,  one  would  have  thought 
they  were  religious;  and  by  the  zeal  of  their  sol* 
diers,  that  they  were  marching  against  Infidels  in 
defence  of  the  cross,  or  to  the  rescue  of  the  se* 
pulchre. 

Which,  therefore,  of  God's  rights  had  the  Go. 
vernment  oppressed,  or  to  which  did  these  reformers 
restore  Him  by  subverting  it  ?  Was  it  to  re^instate 
Him  in  the  possession  of  his  attributes  ?  Our  Church, 
1P€  know,  assumed  not  to  be  infallible.     Was  it  u> 
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set  tju  frte  from  the  etKroacbmemg  of  supremacy? 
Of  ourselves  they  knew,  wehad^  soJeinnly,  renounced 
them — From  superstuioa  P  We  had  refofmed  it— 
From  idolatry  ?  We  abhorred  it.  Was  it  thenj^  as 
tkey  pretended,  to  give  Liberty  to  Conscience  from 
the  arbitrary  impositions  of  blind  faith  and  im<p 
plicit  obedience,  which  oar  Church,  of  all  others^ 
vis  the  farthest  from  enjoining,  and  not  rather  a 
dispensation  from  obedience  to  those  Laws  which  botli 
Scripture  ^nd  antiquity  had  obliged  her  to  declare 
for? 

So  gave  they  unto  God  also  the  things  that  wcra 
God*i;  and  to  make  Him  ^o^ot,  compensation  for 
iBvading  what  were  His^  they  agsigaed  Him  many 
6thcrs  in  which  He  had  no  part,  and  which,  by  the 
image  and  sup^rsmpihn^  appeared  to  be  their  own. 

Very  forward  they  were  on  all  occasions  to  com- 
pliment Him  with  the  command  of  their  armies,  aad 
with  the  honor  of  their  victories-;  very  thaokful  to 
his  Spirit  for  the  gifts  of  incoherenoe,  and  the  graces 
of  hypocrisy ;  ascribing  to  His  assistai^ce  the  tedious* 
Dess  of  their  prayers,  in  which  He  had  no  pleasure, 
and  the  blasphemies  of  their  devotion,  which  He 
Utterly  abhorred.  Even  the  glory  of  this  day  they 
were  contented  to  divide  with  Him;  and  to  entitle  Hia 
to  a  share  of  it,  they  feared  nqt  to  pronounce  Him  an 
accomplice  in  their  parricide. 

God  heard  all  the  while  the  babblings  of  their 
teachers,  and  ^^  the  blasphemies  of  the  multitude,** 
and  saw  that  it  was  time  more  openly'  to  declare 
Himself,  and  disown  the  cause  with  which  they  had 
belied  Him :  and  therefore,  to  lee  them  see,  that  He 
had. not,  as  they  suggested|  forsaken  his  Anointed,  He 
14  caused 
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capsed  His  Grfice  to  shkie  out  m  the  $\iSmn^  of  Hia 
fervaat;^  a/Ml  His  Ghry  xo  appear  in  the  coofusioa  of 
His  enemies* 

"  Who  then  shall  lay  any  tjiing  to  the  charge  of 
^'  God's  Anointed?  ItisQod  that  jiistifieth;  who  ia 
''  he  that  condemneth  ?'* 

^^  And  now^  after  all  thai  is  come  upon  us  far  out 
^'  evil-deeds/'  and  for  our  great  transgressionSf 
^'  seeing  that  our  God  has  punished  us  \t&s  than 
^  we  deserve,  should  we  again  break  His  cammaod* 
'*  ments,  and  join  in  affinity  with  the  people  of  these^ 
'5  abomioacionsy  would  He  pot,"  in  reason,  do  w« 
think,  ''  be  angry  with  us,  until  He  had,  utterly, 
^  consumed  us,  so  that  there  should  not  be  as  before^ 
^^  ^ny  remnant  or  escaping?"  These  things*  we  musi 
believe,  .'*  happened  to  us  £6r  ensamples ;"  and  were 
des^ued  by  Providence  to  admonish  and  instruct 
US;  ^^  to  the  intent  that  we  should  not  lust  after** 
change  of  government,  ^^  as  they  also  lusted*^-* 
^^  neither  murmur"  against  our  Sovereign,  <'  as  some 
'^  of  them  also  murmured,  and  were  destroyed  of 
"  the  destroyer."  And  s\ire,  when  we  reflea  on  the 
fuilies  and  the  punishment  of  those  that  were  before 
us,  and  the  tendency  of  those  principles  which  mis* 
led  and  ruined  them ;  *'  if  yet  we  have  not  suffered 
^^  so  many  things  in  vain,"  our  Religion  will  engage 
us  to  renounce  them  in  ourselves,  and  our  safely 
Will  require  us  to  take  heed  of  them  in  others.  It 
^^  but  reasonable  to  believe  that  many  of  our  an-> 
cestors,  had  they  soon  cnpugh  foreseen  to  what  ex* 
«^ses  it  would  carry  Aem,  would  more  carefiilly 
bave  abstained  from  those  principles  of  government 
^^y^  afterwards,    so    fooli&hljr  adopted    Many  of 
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them,  we  know,  withdrew  upon  their  doing  so,  and  re* 
penied,  we  may  hope,  of  the  evils  they  had  concurred 
in ;  mistake  and  prejudice  may  account  for  the  lengths 
to  which  others  were  transported,  and  even  rage  and 
despair  plead  something  for  the  obstinate :  but  for  any 
in  our  days  coolly,  and  at  this  distance,  to  justify  the 
grounds,  and  applaud  the  consequences^  of  so  mon^^ 
strous  a  rebellion,  this  sure  is  to  outgo  the  madness  of 
their  fathers,  and  roundly  to  **  fill  up  the  measure  of 
«  their  iniquities/' 

What  fruit,  if  we  may  ask  them,  had  their  fathers  in 
those  things,  whereof  we  could  wish,  they  were  even 
now  ashamed  ?  What  form  or  comeliness  was  there  in 
any  of  those  models  they  capriciously  introduced, 
"  that  we  should  again  desire  them?"  To  what  pur- 
pose seiVed  all  thtir  experiments  on  the  Constitution, 
but  to  convince  us  of  their  vanity,  and  to  shew  us,  that 
the  scheme  of  a  Government  without  a  King,  and  of  a 
Chuich  without  a  Bishop,  was  equally  impracticable? 

And  now,  that  they  have  tried  all  others  to  the  ut- 
most, what  remains  but  that  they  join  with  us  in 
^^  holding  fast  that  which  is  good,*'  that  which  the  laws 
of  God  have  declared  to  be  most  excellent,  and  the 
geniusof  the  geople  has^ demonstrated  to  be  necessary? 

Let  us,  as  it  becomes  us,  by  a  watchful  zeal  and 
concern  for  our  Esublishment,  work  together  widi 
cur  God,  and  by  caring  for  it  ourselves  engage  Him 
to  protect  it ;  From  the  things  which  we  enjoy,  let  us 
learn  to  be  thankful,  and  **  obedient,**  at  least,  **  by 
^  those  which  we  have  suflSnred/*  Let  us  stand  fast  in 
Ae  liberty  with  which  ^  God  hath  made  us  free,  and 
^  not  entangle  ourselves'*  again  with  the  yoke  of  (hat 
bwdage  "  from  which  we  are  deliveredl    As  free, 
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^  but  not  using  our  liherty  for  a  cloak  of  malicious* 
•*  ness,*'  or  as  an  argtraient  for  rebelling.  Instead  of 
disputing  how  far  we  may  resist,  with  religious  loyalty^ 
**  let  us  render/'  as  we  are  bound,  **  unto  every  one, 
^*  their  due ;  fear  to  whom  fear,  tribute  to  whom  tri* 
^  bate  is  due,  honor  to  whom  honor  :'*  double  honor 
to  those  whom  ^^  die  King  himself  delights  to  honor," 
and  whose  cares  for  the  public  bear  witness  that  they 
deserve  it.  And  as  a  pledge  of  our  allegiance  to  the 
most  excellent  of  Governments,  and  of  inviolable  af* 
fection  to  the  best  of  Churches,  let  us  heartily  abhor, 
let  us  heartily  express  our  abhorrence  of,  those  prtnci* 
pies,  which  wantonly  turn  Religion  into  rebellion^  and 
Faith  into  faction. 

'  On  this  day,  more  especially,  by  the  disloyalty  of 
our  ancestors-^so  fatal  unto  both  of  them*— let  us, 
car^ully,  put  away  all  leaven  from  c^r  houses— -ob- 
serving it,  as  often  as  it  returns,  with  a  due  regard  to 
the  virtues  of  the  Martyr,  and  the  malice  of  his  mur* 
defers;  with  sorrow  for  their  sins,  who  unjustly  were 
his  enemies,  and  with  shame  for  their  unfaithfulness, 
who,  under  the  shew  of  friendship,  either  lazily  defend* 
ed,  or  perfidiously  betrayed^  him» 

^^  And  now,  O  God,  the  great,  the  mighty,  and  the 
'^  terrible  God,  let  not  all  that  trouble,  we  beseech  thee, 
<^  seem  little  in  thy  sight,  which  did  as  on  this  day 
'*  come  upon  us,  on  our  King,  and  on  our  Princes, 
''  on  our  Priests,  and  on  our  Prophets,  on  our  Fa* 
^^  thers,  and  on  all  this  People."  But  if  the  cry  of  that 
innocent  blood,  which  nothing  but  the  merits  of  thy 
Son's  can  expiate,  demands  new  vengeance  before  it 
can  be  satisfied,  let  us  fall  into  thy  hands-*for  ^^thou, 
**  in  thy    Judgments,  thinkest  upon   Mercy  ;'*  Bui 
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uev/er,  O  iitver  1  may  our  own  fellow-subjects  be  per- 
flitted  any  more  to  be  tbeinstrumeius  of  our  slavery-^ 
nor  J^eru3alem  itself  the  $eat  of  our  captivity  ! 

For  thy  Name's  aake,  O  Ix>rd9  by  vbich  we  have 
been  c^ed,  for  tby  Templets,  where  we  wor$bip  thee^ 
O  gi^  iK>t  up  thine  heritage  again  to  such  reproach  ; 
biu  preserve  tby  Church  from  the  madness  of  tbeir 
zealf  who  would  ruin  by  xeformii^  jt|  and  thy  Name 
from  ihose  b)*pocrite%  who  fear  not  to  advance  thy 
Kingdoi)  by  rebelling^  and  tby  Glory  by  blaspheming 
tb^ !  And  from  all  the  sad  and  terrible  effects  of  reli- 
gioi^  rage,  pretended  moderation^  and  independent 
loyalty^  such  as  afflicted  our  fathers,  or  may  threatea 
our  posterity*— good  Lord  deliver  us !  And  let  all  ibe 
ficople  of  this  Church  and  Nation— let  all  the  true  lo^ 
y^s  gf  our  King  and  Country,  js^y,  Ampn,  Amen* 
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By  the  12  Ch.  f .  c.  H.  Forafmuch  as  Almighty  God«  the 
King  of  kiogf,  badi  minoolously  de«ianitrate4  his  tnm 
cendent  loire  towards  hit  jqosi  excellent  Majet ty,  Charlai 
ibc  Sficood,  by  a  joyful  restomtion  iothe  actual  poweitioft 
of  his  undoubted  her^^itary  authority  ;  which  blessing  was 
completed  on  the  ^9th  day  of  May  last  past,  to  the  end  that 
it  may  be  kept  in  perpetual  remembrance  in  all  ages  to  come; 
it  is  enacted  that  all  Ministers  in  every  Church  and  Chapel, 
&c.  which  now  ai-e  or  hereafter  shall  be  within  this  realm, 
and  their  -succesiors  shall  in  all  sucoeaAng  0gt%^  annu^ly 
celebrate  the  2dth  day  of  May  by  readedng  their  public 
ipraises  imto  Almighry  GckI.  And  be  it  farther  enacted, 
that  every  person  inhabiting  within  this  kingdom  shall  upoa 
the  said  day  annually  resort  with  diligence  and  devotion  to 
some  Church  or  Chapel  where  such  public  thanksgiviogi 
shall  be  lendcre  !,  and  thereby  devoutly  abide  durinjg  the  sail 
public  thanksgivings. 


♦  I  Thess.  v.  13. 

Be  at  peace  among  yourselves^ 


I 


T  may  happen  ihat  the  medicine,  wbidi  is  the  most 
proper  for  the  removal  of  one  disorder,  may  be 

apt 
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apt  to  bring  on  another,  and  a  worse.  In  these  cases, 
the  remedy  is  to  be  administered  with  extreme  caution, 
or  while  you  cure  the  disease,  you  kill  the  patient 

The  principal  distempers  that  affected  the  constitu- 
iion  of  this  Church  and  Sute,  for  some  tinie^^were 
popery,  and  arbitrary  power.     Wise,  and  necessary, 
no  doubt,  considering  the  times,  but  yet  severe  laws, 
in  great  abundance,  were  applied  to  correct  the  former 
of  these  two  evils  in  the  reigns  of  our  first  protestant 
queen^  and  her  immediate  successor;  and  with  consi- 
derable success :  and  something  was  done  also  against 
the  latter,  or,  at  least,  there  appeared  the  signs  of  a 
formed  opposition  to  it.     This  took  place  under  his 
son.     But  whether  the  habit  oF  the  patient  was  un« 
healthy,  or  the  physicians  deficient  in  their  skill,  or 
even  their  good  intentions  questionable ;  whatever  was 
the  fault,  so,  you  know,  it  fell  out;  while  we  were 
withstanding  the  attacks  of  unlimited  power  and  the 
return  of  superstition,  we  were  overspread  with  enthu- 
siasm, and  torn  in  pieces  by  anarchy. 

In  order  to  reap  advantage  from  the  errors  and  the 
misfortunes  of  those  who  have  gone  before  us,  to 
commemorate,  properly,  their  deliverance,  and  be- 
come sensible  of  our  own  happiness ;  shall  we  need  to 
set  these  several  disorders  one  against  another,  and 
estimate  the  degrees  of  danger  and  malignity  that  arc 
in  each  ? 

Let  us  look  first  into  the  thurch.  When  there  is 
nothing  of  form  and  ceremony  made  use  of;  no  pomp 
and  shew  to  set  off  and  add  lustre  to  the  public  wor- 
ship  of  God;  we  are  too  apt,  it  seems,  to  be  inat- 
tentive. The  imagination  wants  something  to  lay  hold 
©f.    It  is  to  little  purpose  you  convince  the  reason  of 
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tbe  worshipper.    The  heart  is  not  content  with  a  pre* 
fence  that  is  only  spiritual ;  and  the  aflPections  remain 
unawakened,  notwithstanding  the  greatest  profusion  of  * 
benefits,  and  the  infinity  of  all  perfections. 

But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  we  allege,  that  those 
very  things  which  appear  to  be  such  an  help  to  devo* 
tion,  are  tbe  hindrance,  often,  of  true  piety  and  vir« 
tue :  and  this  both  among  tbe  tipper  part  of  men,  and 
the  vulgar.  -  .  .       .       > 

The  former  of  these,  having  the  ^nse  to  see  that 
Religion  cannot  consist  in  ahem,  hastily  indeed,  but 
still  they  do  conclude,  that  it  is,  wholly,  imposture  and 
delusion;  and  that  all  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  is 
but  fraud  and  falsehood,  and  the  profession  of  it  hy- 
pocrisy and  enthusiasm.  Thus  is  Religion  killed,  by 
being  cherished  over  much.  And  it  is  confirmed  by 
observation,  that  there  is  no  where  to  be  found  so 
much  infidelity,  as  in  those  countries  where  there  is 
most  devotion. 

And  the  people,  who  may  seecA  to  reap  the  benefit 
of  this  care,  and  for  whose  edification  these  ceremonies 
and  symbols  roust  be  said  to  be  designed,  are  them- 
selves  also,  often,  injured  by  them. 

Sometimes  they  are  kindled  into  such  fervors  a» 

break  out  like  to  madness.     They  feel  an  inward  inn 

.  pulse,  which  will  hearken  to  no  restraint;  and  by  the 

impetuosity,  as  it  were,  of  their  own  motion,  are  car* 

ried  out  beyond  the  road  of  duty  and  decency. 

It  is,  however,  a  debt  to  justice,  under  this  head  to 
acknowlege,  that  the  Catholics  have  not  been  the  only 
guilty  persons.  Without  the  help  of  their  ceremonies, 
men  have  been  able  ta  raise  their  religion  to  enthu- 
siasm,  and  then  to  join  this  with  immorality. 

Scmietimes 
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SommineBi  tgato,  a  muhiiucle  dF  rites^  and  a  iabo^i* 
ous  and  shcfwy  wofdiip^  will  leadi  the  people  to  super* 
stirion :  to  place  tbeir  religfon  in  such  things  aa  are 
but  the  marks,  or  attendants  of  it^  or  the  steps  that 
should  lead  to  it»  They  are  apt  to  mistake  the  means 
for  the  end ;  and  can  be  much  occupied  in  the  service 
of  God,  without  godliness ;  can  forget  that  the  heart 
and  life  are  of  more  consideration  than  words  and 
gestures,  and  no  offering  accepted  before  innocence 
and  charity.  They  may  cringe  at  God's  altar  with 
kurdened  hearts ;  and  be  willing  to  atone  by  prescribed 
^roferaions  and  numbered  prayers,  for  the  want  of  lovaf 
of  God,  and  of  justice  to  maa» 

They  have  proceeded  even  farther  than  this ;  to 
some  practices  approaching,  at  leasts  towards  idolatry; 
and  to  one  that  n  beyond  h,  which  i%  persecution^ 
Let  it  suffice  to  conclude,  that  in  Religion  as  well  aa 
ether  objects;  we  might  add,  in  its  tenets,  as  well  aa 
rites ;  the  form  that  is  most  pleasing,  and  will  please 
she  longest^  is  that  which  has  simplicity  in  its  beauty  : 
and  that  it  sufiers  alike  by  too  much  art,  and  by  the 
hand  of  ignorance. 

And  thisj  indeed,  is  the  praise  which  we  think  to  be 
due  to  the  Church  with  which  we  worship ;  and  the 
service  winch  was  this  day  restored  to  us :  that  as  it  is 
both  devout  and  rational ;  so  it  has  the  appearance^ 
also,  which  i%  most  of  all  becoming;  neither  fimtastical 
nor  sordid ;  observing  the  proper  mean  between  in"* 
decency  and  affectation ;  and  recommending  thus,  as 
ind^d  it  enjoins,  a  reverence  for  Religion,  that  nay 
be  mixed  with  the  love  of  it,  and  piety  without  entbu- 
siasm  or  hypocrisy. 

And 
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And  let  u»  improye^  bodi  by  U»  inatnKtton  ted 
txampk :  be  obedien%  bul  not  servile :  and  ute  out 
liberty — but  for  a  cover  to  no  ill  meaning:  have  s 
tender  conscience,  whh  a  peaceable  dispoakion :  giving 
no  offence,  and  taktog  as  liide  as  is  possible,  and  yet 
ready  to  offer,  upen  every  proper  occashm,  a  j«sl 
vindication  both  of  ourselves,  and  it.  Let  ns  fat 
obliging  without  tiaidity,  and  pious  without  oeosofH 
Qusnesu  Let  our  freedom  be  limited  by  reason,  aad 
«ur  zeal  by  moderation.  Let  us  add  humanity  m 
our  devotion  >  to  our  fastfa,  virtue :  wai  unidng  wfaat| 
hideed,  cannot  dwell  asunder,  but  are^  always,  cckm- 
terfeits  when  alone.  Religion  and  Charity,  tfas  love 
of  Ood  and  man  together;  reconmiend  what  we  prac 
tise  I  ^  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  oar  Saviour ;  ani 
^  be  living  members  of  His  body,  which  is  th« 
^  Church.^  So  (hall  we  express  ourgrntitiide  for  ita 
preservation  in  the  way  that  will  be  the  most  wdcoiM^ 
and  the  mo^  likely  toprevafl  for  die  conciiinatice  of 
God's  protection. 

And  not  only  for  due  Church  would  we  shew  our 
concern,  or  our  acknowlegenfems;  hwwe  ykU  Wm 
mr  uf^igned  thanks  fir  ibe  rignal  deUvetance  tj  bis  Pf$^ 
iMime  ^uchs(^d  htb  Po  ibe  Cburek  mid  State. 

This,  therefore,  remsrins,  for  the  other  part  of  ouf 
subject ;  to  uke  notice  of  the  two  principal,  but  op- 
posite^ distempera  to  which  the  State  also  is  most  ex*^ 
posed ;  and  of  the  cooiparaiive  malignity,  or  the  dan** 
ger  of  each. 

And  there  can  be  no  doubt,  I  should  pvesumc,  but 
shat  anarchy  is  worse  than  arbitrary  power.  N<^  tyrant 
h»rdly,  howitve^  unlimited  in  his  authority,  and  <a* 
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pricious,  or  even  pervierse,  in  the  use  of  it,  but  nfusf 
be  more  supportable  than  such  a  sute  of  disorder  and 
confusion. 

A  Nero  or  Caligula,  provoke  them  not  by  oppo- 
sition^  and  they  will^  indeed,  be  often  unjust,  and 
often  bloody }  but  most  commonly  ridiculous  and  ab-» 
surd :  giving  cause  of  complaint  but  to  few  in  com- 
parisoui  while  they  afford  matter  of  mirth  to  many  ; 
and  a  mirth  that  was  touch  valued,  as  it  should  seem, 
idthough  it  could  hardly  be  indulged,  one  might  sup- 
pose, without  incurring  personal  danger. 

Whereas  it  would  be  impossible  but  to  imagine  the 
thousandth  part  of  die  mischiefs,  and  miseries,  the  in- 
justice, and  barbarity,  and  madness,  that  must  prevail, 
if  every  man  were  left  at  liberty  to  be  a  competitor 
for  every  thing  ;  without  any  other  measure  of  claim 
but  inclination,  or  ground  of  stcurity,  but  in  strength 
and  fortune. 

But  then  it  might  be,  reasonably,  expected,  that  this 
time  of  tumult  would  not  continue.  It  must  termi* 
nate,  and  that  speedily,  in  some  form  of  establish- 
ment or  other ;  more  rude  or  finished,  of  one,  or 
few,  or  many,  or  some  composition  of  these  forms  ; 
by  consent,  or  occupation,  by  conquest,  art,  or  acci-^ 
dent 

Absolute  anarchy,  indeed,  could  scarce  be  lasting, 
as,  perhaps,  it  has  not  existed:  but  a  considerable 
degree  of  it,  and  that  embittered  and  aggravated  by 
the  animosities  of  party,  and  armed  with  the  swOrd  of 
civil  war,  need  I  say,  migb^  continue  ?  if  I  consider 
either  the  persons  before  whom  1  am  speaking,  so 
wdl  acquainted  with  innumerable  examples  of  it  in 
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the  history  of  all  nations ;  or  if  I  reflect  only  upon 
the  very  event  which  we  are  now  assembled  to  com- 
tneniorate. 

The  keenest  quarrels  are  between  friends.  It  is^ 
often,  found  that  there  are  no  contentions  carried  on 
with  to  much  rancor,  or  attended  with  so  much  tnis- 
cbief,  as  where  the  subject  of  the  dispute  is  least,  and 
there  are  the  greatest  reasons  for  union. 

In  the  same  manner  civil  discord  is  of  all  wars  the 
most  terrible  and  destructive.  The  states  of  Greece 
and  Rome  are  known  examples  of  this  truth :  which 
stood  for  ages  the  most  powerful  assaults  of  foreign 
foes,  and  flourished  upon  the  ruins  of  their  enemies ; 
till,  at  last,  the  bond  of  internal  union  being  broken, 
they  were  consumed,  and  conquered,  by  their  own 
strength  and  arms. 

This  nation  is  at  this  very  time,  indeed,  engaged 
in  a  war,  and  that  with  a  very  formidable  adversary ; 
the  nearest,  and  the  most  inveterate,  and  the  most 
powerful,  as  it  is  probable,  in  Europe.  Or  were  it 
not  so,  the  accidents  of  War  are,  always,  exceedingly 
uncertain,  often  dreadful,  and  the  issue  known  only  to 
God. 

But  yet  it  is  some  consolation  to  us,  and  some  se^ 
curity,  that  the  battle  is  not,  as  it  was  in  those  days, 
at  our  gates,  and  before  our  eyes.  The  fields  o£ 
Britain,  at  least,  are  unstained  with  blood :  they  are 
cultivated,  even  to  the  coasts,  with  the  same  tran- 
quility and  perfect  assurance  as  in  the  times  of  pro- 
found peace*  What  is  wanted  more  than  the  pro- 
dtice  of  our  country,  for  the.  convenience,  delight, 
ornament,  or  even  splendor,  of  life,  is  still  brought  in 
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abundance,  and  almost  in  security,  from  tvtry  quarler 
of  the  globe.  We  perceive  no  difference:  under- 
standing that  we  have  enemies  no  otherwise  than  by 
report ;  and  only  hearing  of  the  wars  that  are  waged 
against  us. 

How  great  a  happiness  this  i^  and  how  much  we  are 
indebted  to  those  who  procure  it  for  us,  at  any  price, 
we  may  be  convinced  by  looking  back  to  those  days 
of  domestic  trouble,  when,  in  the  dispute  between  the 
two  branches  of  the  royal  family,  the  best  part  of  the 
blood  of  both,  and  of  the  nobles  on  both  sides,  was 
shed  in  the  field  and  on  the  scaffold;  for  the. con- 
quered in  every  battle  were  traitors. 

Or  we  may  recollect  those  still  more  miserable  and 
distracted  times,  though,  indeed,  not  so  bloody,  nor 
lasting,  which  were,  happily,  ended  as  upon  this  day. 
Nay,  we  shall  but  need  to  observe  what  is  now  the 
sad,  exhausted  state,  the  distress,  the  desolation  of 
those  provinces. upon  the  continent,  which,  on  either 
side,  have  been  so  lately  overrun,  or  even  now  ajre  ia 
,  the  possession  of  their  enemies. 

Or  think  only  of  what  we  ;ill  remember,  and  ♦  saw, 
such  of  us,  especially,  as  were  at  that  time  in  any  of 
the  northern  counties  of  the  kingdom,  the  terror  and 
amazement  that  was  in  every  countenance,  the  sud* 
^dcn  check  to  commerce,  the  starts  of  credit,  the  flight 
of  the  inhabitants,  especially  of  those  who  had  the 
most  merit  with  the  government,  and  the  greatest  sub* 
sunce  to  be  exposed  to  its  enemies;  and  other  mis« 

^  AUading  to  the  itbellion  in  1745.  This  Serxnoa  was  preach^i 
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-cfaiefs^nd  dangers  that- were  felt,  and  so*8trdngly'd|)- 
prehended,  that  the  fear,  perhaps,  did  more  hurt  than 
all  the  rest,  and  was  itself:  a  great  danger;  and  this 
because  a  handful  of  men, — they  were  then  no  more^ 
'—•without  either  experience  in  arms,  or  property  in 
*  the  land,  had  dared  to  erect  the  standard  of  rebellion. 

"  Follow  peace  with  all  men."  But  if  while  we 
follow  peace^  we  must  meet  with  war;  mSiy  it  never 
be  a  war  in  Britain:  let  the  ocean  roll  between  us 
and  the  armies  of  the  enemy ;  or  be  itself  our, field  of 
battle. 

However,  let  us  have  no  war  with  Britons.  This, 
at  least,  is  left  in  our  own  power.  Blow  the  winds 
which  way  they  list ;  if,  notwithstanding  the  number 
and  vigilance  of  our  fleets,  the  adversary  should  steal 
10  upon  us,  if  by  some  chance  or  uncommon  effort, 
he  break  through  their  opposition;  let  him  find  no 
friends  in  this  island  more  than  he  brings  with  him,  and 
we  are  not  yet  vanquished.  He  may  learn  that  he 
has  been  too  eager  to  press  in  upon  us,  and  repent  of 
his  success ;  happy  if  he  caa  return,  as  he  has  done 
so  lately  from  those  for  whom  we  are  most  concerned 
—our  confederates,  shall  I  call  them,  or  fellow-sub* 
jects  ? — with  his  glory  humbled,  and  his  thinned  num. 
bers ;  to  make  it  known  to  all  the  world,  that  the  ac* 
quisitions  of  tyranny  are  but  as  the  grass  spoken  of  in 
the  Scriptures,  "  blasted  before  it  be  grown  up." 

Let  us  endeavor  to  shew  them^  that  men  who  are 
not  born  slaves,  will  not,  easily,  be  made  such  :  that 
those  who  have  a  country  which  can  be  called  their 
own,  and  a  constitution  which  they  are  sensible  is 
worth  their  care,  and  a  Sovereign  like  ours,  are  only 
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Iinimated  by  their  losses;  and  may  be  defetted,  ittr 
deed^  but  not  subdued.  Let  us  be  made  valiant  by 
the  fear  of  God;  and  but  the  more  closely  united^ 
dnd  the  more  warmly  loyal,  for  being  free.  So  may 
we  hope  to  reap  laurtls  even  from  our  disappoint* 
mrats,  and  without  the  guilt  that  is  contracted  by 
civil  war,  and  the  miseries  that  preceded  the  occasion 
of  this  day's  solemnity,  find  matter  for  some  more  glori* 
6us,  though  not  an  happier,  anniversary  of  tbankg* 
giving, 
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SERMON     XXlIl; 

QN  THE  KING'S  ACCESSION. 


THE  loauguralion  Day,  or  the  day  when  the  King  or  Queeiii 
for  the  time  being  began  their  respective  reigns,  is  not  en<<> 
joined  by  Act  of  Parliament,  as  are  the  other  solemn  days^ 
for  which  particular  services  are  appointed.  A  sei^ice  ob« 
served  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  First  was  revised,  and  th<i 
observance  of  the  day  commanded  by  a  special  order  there^ 
unto  annexed,  in  the  second  year  of  Queen  Anne,  and  so 
contioueth  to  this  time. 

Vide  Burn's  Ecclesiastical  Ukw.    Holidays* 


♦  DEUT.  ir.  6. 

Surely  this  ^reat  nation  is  a  wise  and  understanding 

people^ 

WHEN  it  is  objected  to  the  arg^Inenta  which  we 
allege  in  support  of  the  goodness^  and  the 
other  perfections,  of  Almighty  God,  that  men  are  ya 
unhappy  and  wicked;  we  think  it  a  sufficient  reply  to 
observej  that  it  is  owing  to  themselves  if  they  arc  so ; 

•  Dr.  Ogden, 
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that  nothing  has  been  wanting  on  His  part :  He  plainfy 
intends,  and  has  made  provision  for  our  welfare;  yet 
it  is  true  that  He  requires  our  concurrence;  and  con- 
fers but  HuU  happinesSrand  no  virtue,  without  it. 

'  Or  when  it  is  urged,  in  opposition  to  our  boasts  of 
the  excellence  and  value  of  the  Christian  Institution, 
that  people  of  this  Religion  are,  frequently,  as  bad  as 
of  any  other,  and  have  all  the  vices  among  them  that 
ever  were  among  heathens ;  we  suppose  that  we  make 
a  satisfactory  answer  when  we  demonstrate,  that  it  is 
not  the  fault  of  their  Religion  ;  that  Christianity  is 
adapted  beyond  all  the  systems  of  faith,  and  worship, 
that  were  ever  Jinown,  for  the  advancement  of  piety, 
and  all  virtues ;  and  yet,  sometimes,  we  acknowlegc, 
men  have  been  found  so  wicked,  as. even  to  break 
through  these  restraints,  or  possibly,  to  convert  the 
very  motives  and  means  of  amendment  into,  instru- 
ments of  iniquity  and  profahcness.    * 

In  the  same  manner,  if  upon  the  present,  or  any 
other,  national  occasion,  when  we  are  called  to  cast 
our  eyes  upon  the  Constitution  of  our  Country,  and 
partiality  were  almost  a  virtue ;  if  then  we  would  glory 
in  our  civil  freedom,  and  are  for  displaying  the  perfec- 
.tions  of  that  form  of  Government,  that  illustrious 
House,  or  that  Prince  und^r  which  we  live ;  it  has 
been  suggested  that  the  advantages  of  which  we  are  so 
proud,  are  in  speculation  only ;  not  visible,  in  fact,  in 
-this  natiQjf),^nor  felt  by  the  people  who  are  said  to  be 
in. possession  of  |bem. 

^  And  we  may  answer  as  in  tbe  former  instances ;  that 
whatever,  .is  wanting,  to.our.  felicity  or  contentment, 
must  be  owing,  principally,  to  ourselves :  it  is  .our 
fault  if  our  condition  be  less  flourishing  than  we  wish. 
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The  visitations,  indeed,  of  Divine  Providence,  no 
iiuman  band  can  hinderj  any  otherwise  than  by  repen- 
tance; and  that  too  must  be  our  own  work.  But 
vhatever  good  can  be  expected  from  government,  we 
have  reason  to  think  may  be  received  from  ours,  if  we 
are  but  willrng  to  accept  it;  and  if  discoatent  or  dis- 
order be  found  to  prevail  in  this  reign  and  nation ; 
the  King,  at  least,  and  the  Constitution,  are  not  to  be 
charged  with  it. 

Observe  the  curious  and  complicated  structure  of 
this  frame  of  Government :  too  complex,  indeed,  and 
ciirious  for  our  comprehension,  not  much  accustomed, 
perhaps,  to  the  contemplation  of  such  objects,  and  at 
this  distance  from  the  springs  of  motion.  It  cannot 
bcf  expected  that  we  should  all  be  able,  from  our  retire- 
ment, and  from  the  midst  of  other  studies,  to  step  forth 
at  once  into  statesmen,  furnished  with  a  few  hours 
thinking,  and  a  train  of  two  or  three  authors.  But 
there  may  be  proportions  in  this  machine  of  govern- 
ment plain  enough  to  strike  an  ordinary  eye ;  and  some 
uses  will  be  evident  even  to  a  superficial  observer. 

We  see  the  contrivance  by  which  it  is  fitted  to  make 
us  formidable  in  time  of  war,  and  yet  leave  us  at  all 
times  free :  giving  to  a  single  person  authority  suffi- 
cient to  do  all  the  good  he  pleases,  and  to  exert  the 
strength  oT  the  nation  against  its  enemies ;  but  no 
power  to  commit  injustice,  or  to  oppress  the  meanest 
of  his  subjects.  But  we  see  dignity  added  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  Government,  vigor  to  the  execution,  se- 
crecy to  its  councils;  and  yet  there  is  required  in  effect 
the  concurrence  and  approbation  of  all.  Think  of  the 
tumults  and  bloodshed  that  return,  regularly,  the  de- 
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tnise  of  the  prince,  in  elective  monarchies,  the  very 
worst,  perhaps,  of  all  establishments;  or  the  debility^ 
delay,  and  fluctuation  of  measures  in  a  common- 
wealth :  where  they  sit  debating  only  on  the  approach 
of  danger,  and  resign  their  offices  before  they  have 
learnt  how  to  discharge  them.  We  have  the  .same 
tranquilrty  and  regu^r  order  in  the  succession,  as  in 
kingdoms  the  most  absolutely  hereditary ;  the  princes 
are  brought  up  with  the  assurance,  and  trained  in  the 
art,  of  governing}  yet  is  there  little  temptation,  or  en- 
couragement, to  be  capricious  and  cruel;  nor  oppor- 
tunity in  the  domination  of  favorites  without  merits 
and  ministers  without  reputation  and  wisdom.  Here 
are  all  the  incentives  to  public  spirit,  which  even  an 
ambitious  man  can  well  desire;  rewards,  and  honors, 
of  every  kind,  and  ef  all  degrees;  that  may  descend 
also,  some  of  them,  and  those  the  highest,  even  to  your 
posterity,  and  continue,  the  foundation  of  their  wealth 
and  dignity,  and  the  monuments  of  your  gtory  to  the 
latest  generations*  And  yci,  neither  can  the  greatness 
of  a  subject  now  become  dangerous  to  the  prince ;  and 
the  rest,  who  are  left  behind  him  in  this  course  of  ad- 
vancement and  honor,  sink  not  into  slaves ;  nor  are 
ihey  liable  to  the  insolence  and  wrongs  of  any» 

Our  Constitution  has  the  venerable  air  of  antiquity^ 
and  yet  has  admitted,  without  any  incongruity,  or  trace 
of  disagreement  in  the  structure,  many  valuable  im* 
provements  of  later  times;  having  beeA  brought  to  the 
degree  and  beauty  of  perfection  which  it  possesses,  by 
frequent  changes,  and  after  repeated  trials,  on  every 
sid^.  It  is  accommodated  to  the  Religion  of  the  greatest 
jpart  of  the  people,  or  jraiher,  indeed,  now  incorporated 
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with  it ;  yet,  aioicablyy  allowing  room,  and  affording 
Its  shelter,  to  the  inclinations,  or  the  scruples  of  th^ 
rest. 

In  a  word|  it  is  the  result  of  deep  thought^  united 
vith  long  experience ;  the  prize  of  many  struggles ; 
and  the  purchase  of  an  immense  profusion  both  of 
treasure  and  blood. 

And  now,  can  we  be  supposed  willing  to  part  with 
such  a  possession  as  this  i  and  relinquish  an  establish- 
ment from  which  there  is  so  much  reason  to  expect 
good;  even  did  we  not  discern,  always,  that  this  was 
the  effect  of  it  ?  Might  we  not  be,  justly,  suspicious 
that  the  faults  were  somewhere  else,  than  in  the  prin«- 
ciples  of  our  Government;  and  the  reformation  most 
wanted,  possibly,  in  our  perverseness  and  ill  humors. 
We  must  be  pardoned  if,  in  this  point,  we  be  rather 
slow  of  conviction;  and  dim*sighted  and  dull  in  the 
discernment  of  a  blemish,  where,  for  so  many  reasons, 
we  have  settled  our  affection. 

But  though  we  mij^t- argue  in  this  manner9  it  is 
better  that  we  need  not:  however  solid,  or  equitable, 
Ijiis  defence  might  be  shewn  to  be,  we  are  glad  there 
is  no  necessity  to  have  recourse  to  it.  And  as,  to  re- 
sume either  of  the  comparisons  before  chosen,  as  the 
Christian  Religion,  for  example,  may  be  further  vin- 
dicated by  shewing,  not  only  that  it  was  adapted  to  ad*- 
vancc  the  welfare  of  men,  but  also  that  it  has,  in  fact, 
promoted  to  a  considerable  degree^  the  good  purpose 
for  which  it  was  given ;  and  that  there  is,  in  reality, 
more  honesty  and  piety,  as  far  as  we  are  able  to  judges 
though  much  less  than  there  should  be,  in  the  Chris- 
tian than  any  other  nations  :  so  we  think  we  are  autho*- 
ri^ed  by  obiervation  to  say,  that  the  Con^tutipn  of 
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this  realm  also  has  answered  the  ends  of  civil  govcfil- 
ment,  and  has  been,  amply,  productive  of  the  felicity 
that  was  intended  by  it.  We  suffer  at  least,  and  see 
but  little  to  be  complained  of;  and  the  grievances,  we 
think,  if  there  be  any,  should  be  produced  by  the  ac- 
cusers. 

And  they  should  be  such  too  as  are  known,  and  felt; 
and  not,  merely,  apprehended,  and  supposed  to  be  ap- 
proaching. Amidst  all'the  appearances  of  prosperity ; 
riches,  probably  greater  than  at  any  former  period,  and 
surpassing  those  of  other  nations,  together  with  secu- 
rity in  the  possession,  and  liberty,  almost  without 
limits,  in  the  use,  or  the  disposal,  of  them  ;  commerce, 
open,  and  protected,  even  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
very  merchant  himself ;  freedom,  that  may  proceed  to 
riot,  as  we  have  experienced;  and  indulgence,  like 
that  of  a  parent  too  tender,  till  it  be  culpable,  to  our 
caprice^  and  humors ;  shall  we  be  so  unreasonable  and 
froward,  to  murmur  at  our  treatment,  and  multiply 
our  complaints  with  every  instance  of  condescension 
t6  us  ?  With  all  these  symptoms  of  health,  shall  we 
be  sick  of  fancy,  or  afraid  of  every  distemper  that  is 
described  to  us  ?  Shall  we  despair  of  our  condition 
before  we  are  sensible  of  decay  ?  Shall  we  stoop  under 
the  load  that  we  are  upbraided  with  so  ofen,  though 
we  feel  no  weight  from  it;  and  sink  down  beneath  a 
burden,  because  we  are  told  it  is  too  heavy  for  us  ? 

There  are  not  wanting,  on  the  other  handj  and  it  is 
some  comfort  that  they  who  foresee  our  destruction  so 
clearly,  are  so  little  agreed  from  what  quarter  it  is 
coming;  however^  there  have  not  been  wanting  some 
ready  to  lay  hold  on  this  other  handle,  which  we  offer 
themj  and  make  the  advantages  which  we  allege  the 
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Vety  topics  of  tteir  complaint*  It  is  the  increase  of 
commerce,  and  riches,  from  which  they  date  our  mis- 
fortunes; and  that  freedom,  from  which  they  argue 
that  we  ?re  hastening  to  be  slaves,  ^ 

Abuses  there  may* be,  and  are,  too*  many;  every 
good  man  sees,  laments,  and  would  remove  tbem« 
But  for  the  blessings  themselves,  they  are  such  as  few 
people  will  be  forward  to  relinquish^  whatever  dangers 
they  draw  after  them.  And,  indeed,  why  should  they? 
The  blessings  are  the  very  end  and  glory  of  good  go- 
vernment; they  descend  from  heaven,  and  may  be 
enjoyed  with  innocence;  the  dangers,  when  most 
threatening,  may  be  avoided,  for  they  come  lirom  our* 
selves. 

It  was  not  always  thus.  >  May  I  remind  you,  that 
there  was  a  time  when  there  appeared  to  be  another, 
and  a  nearer^  way  to  servitude  ?  When  the  Prince  pro- 
fessed a  religion,  not  only  different  from  yours,  but 
hostile,  and  dangerous  to  it ;  and  instead  of  protect- 
ing, himself  invaded,  the  property,  rights,  and  persons 
of  his  Ejects.  He  did  more.  If  there  be  treason  in 
a  king,  it  is  to  declare  that  the  law  itself  is  subject  to 
his  arbitrary  will.  This  was  to  break  down  the  whole 
fence  of  your  freedom,  and  tear  up  by  the  roots  the 
Constitution  of  this  realm :  that  tree,  to  borrow  both 
the  allusion,  and  expressions,  of  Scripture,  whioh 
«^^grew  and  was  strong ;  the  height  whereof  reached 
*^  unto  heaven,  and  the  sight  to  the  end  of  all  the 
'*  earth ;  the  leaves  thereof  were  fair,  and  the  fruit 
^*  much,  and  in  it  was  meat  for  alh** 

Yet  even  from  this  great,  danger  we  escaped ;  the 
mpre  easily,  perhaps,  because  it  was  great  and  un- 
doubted.    And' tl)q  Constitution.itself,:  sa  Jiear.  to  it^ 
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ruin,  not  only  remained  unhurt}  but  received  vigor 
from  the  gtrokei  and  grew  up  more  fair  and  flourish'^ 
ing: 

And  we  look  back  upon  ibis  event  with  still  tbe  more 
aatisFaction,  as  we  are  indebted  to  it  for  what  we  esteem 
so  great  a  part  of  our  felicity,  that  Iliuitrious  House, 
which  hai  preserved  tbe  blessings  of  liberty  to  us  so 
long,  and  the  Sovereign  for  whom  we  offer  our  tbanka 
and  prayers  on  this  happy  solemnity. 

The  whole  kingdom  may  think  it  so:  in  all  ap- 
pearance they  do.  The  King  possesses  the  hearts  of 
bis  people.  [♦  But  we  of  this  place  have  peculiar  rcsi- 
sons  to  acknowlege  bis  Father's,  and  bis  own  paternal 
tenderness,  and  distinguished  liberality. 

Will  you  excuse  me,  if  I  add,  even  though  speaking 
to  yourselves,  that  you  bw€  always,  and  you  da  ac- 
knowlege it ;  in  a  manrter  tbe  most  becoming  your 
stations,  and  the  most  serviceable  tp  your  country ;  by 
the  good  government  and  the  careful  instruction  of 
those  who  are  entrusted  to  you.  You  infuse  into  tbem 
that  spirit  of  Religion,  and  Loyalty,  and  Virtue,  by 
which  you  yourselves  are  influenced;  and  lead  theqi 
forward  in  the  sciences  of  which  you  are  masters,  with 
unwearied  diligence,  and  with  signal  suc(:ess.  In  any 
case,  it  were  unhandsome  io  your  own  sons  to  be  yot)r 
accusers  to  the  public :  but  being  witnesses,  as  we  are, 
both  of  your  accomplishments,  and  your  application 
of  them,  it  is  become  even  injustice  to  be  silent. 

*  The  passages  diftlJ!igoishe4  between  []  wtie  addressed,  parti. 
cularlyi  to  the  University ;  wHQst  they  will  be,  peculiarly,  grati* 
fying  to  all  her  spnsi  thef  wiU  conrey,  to  the  mind  of  the  general 
leadefj  an  idea  of  the  advantages  w^ch  ma^  be  derived  from  an 
University  edacatioiii   This  tcnooftWftf  prtaabed  Jane  z%^  175s* 

Or 
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Or  else,  you  cannot  fear  a  censure  that  is  \\U 
grounded :  you  need  not  even  the  praises  which  you 
have  deserved.  The  public  is  convhiced  of  the  utility 
of  your  labors  ;  and  those  the  most,  whose  friendship 
is  the  most  valuable. 

From  one  especially,  you  receive  assurances  of  ap«> 
probation,  and  continual  tokens  of  it;  who  is  the  best 
qualified  by  his  relation  to  you,  to  judge  of  your  merit; 
and  by  his  authority,  and  influence,  to  protect  it :  who 
represents  your  services  faithfully,  and  recommends 
them  with  effect,  to  the  common  Father  of  his  people. 

Peace,  indeed,  is  the  season  for  our  achievements  i 
and,  always,  the  object  of  our  wishes  :  and  we  may  bt 
allowed  to  acknowlege  it.  The  King  himself  has,  often, 
declared,  and  shewn  it  to  be  his  desire  and  aim  :  though 
it  is  more  generally  the  people's  interest,  than  the  de-» 
light  of  the  Prince.  Reigns  distinguished  with  splen-i 
did  actions  have  not,  always,  been  the  roost  beneficial. 
The  torrent,  indeed,  makes  the  greatest  noise,  and  is 
the  most  gazed  at|  but  it  is  the  silent  stream  that  en- 
riches the  country.] 

However,  there  have  not  been  wanting,  even  in  this 
feign,  exploits  that  might  appear  in  one  less  useful  I 
Choose  to  insunce  in  that  which  was  most  important : 
another  deliverance  from  that  arbitrary  power,  which 
our  fathers  have  not  been  able  to  bear;  and  the  tyranny 
^f.  conscience  which  could  not  fail  to  follow.  Let  is 
suffice  to  have  proved  by  one  experiment,  that  a  Princo 
of  the  Romish  Church  cannot  be  the  defender  of  the 
faith  of  Protesunts.  It  were  to  act  in  opposition  to 
his  principles,  and  against  his  conscience.  The  more 
honeH  the  man^  the  more  dangerous  the  sovereign ;  his 

I  vices 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


:  ajo  ifn  the  KH^'s  Accessifn. 

vices  migbt  dislFcssj  his  wisdom  and  virtues  tniist  undo 
'*  us. 

Let  our  first  acknowlegements  be  paid,  as  they  arc 
due  to  Hin^  who  is  the  author  and  giver  of  ail  good. 
But  since  it  is  a  part  of  our  gratitude  to  God,  to  ac- 
knowlege  also  the  instrunsents.  of  His  goodness;  the 
tincerest  regards  are  due  from  us,  as  to  the  sacred  So* 
vereign,  by  whose  arms^  and  under  whose  authority,  we 
have  been  delivered ;  so  also  to  the  RoyaL  Person  who 

*  fought  so  well  his  country's  battles. 

He  has  not,  always,  had  such  succeiss.  He  may  have 
deserved  it.  However,  that,  tlie  most  valuable  victory, 
J  will  be  bold  to  say,  was,  even  remarkably,  reserved 
for  his  favored  arm.  In  vain,  the  unavailing  ensign$ 
of  thy  authority  were'  committed,  twice,  to  the  hands 

•  of  others.  Our  eyti  were  still  fixt  on  thee.  Thy 
country.  Prince,  still,  as  it  were,  grasped  thy  knees  ; 
and,  in  the  language  of  the  Shunamite  to  the  man  of 
God~"  As  the  Lord  liveth,  and  as  thy  soul  livetb>  I 
♦'  will  not  leave  thee." 

The  fehcity  and  freedom  of  these  nations  thus  vin- 
dicated^ shall  now  continue;  long  indeed,  we  hope, 
even  yet,  under  the  King's  auspicious  reign.  And,  aa 
far  as  there  can  be  stability  in  human  bliss,  his  fair  and 
numerous  progeny  promises  the  conveyance  of  our 
happiness  to  future  ages ;  and  adds,  what  was,  almoslj 
the  only  possible  addition,  security  to  the  possesstoa 
ofit. 
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jl  FAST  SERMON. 


*  JEREMIAH    XViii.    IX. 

Speak  to  the  men  of  Judab^    and  to  the  inhabitants 

of  Jerusalem  J  sayingj  Thus  saiib  the  Lord;  behold  I 

frame  evil  against  you^  and  devise  a  device^  against  you ; 

return  ye  now  every  one  from  bis  evil  way^  and  make 

your  ways  and  your  doings  good. 

'T^HE  piety  of  our  most  religious  and  gracious  So^ 
'  -^  vereign  hath  again  called  upon  us,  individually, 
and  collectively,  to  assemble  in  the  presence  of  AU 
mighty  God,  to  ^^  acknowlege  and  bewail  our  mani« 
**  fold  sins  and  wickedness/'  to  implore  the  forgive- 
ness of  our  aggravated  offences;  and  to  beseech  Him, 
in  whose  hands  alone  is  the  power  of  life  and  death, 
to  ^  repent  of  the  evil'*  that  our  provocations  may 
bave  compelled  Hiin  '^  to  do  unto  •us,"    In  a  dutiful 

*  Preached  at  Stockton  upon  Tees,  Feb.  1$^  179;,  and  at 
Christ  Church,  Feb.  261  18061  with  considerable  alterationii  never 
before  printed  in  a  volonuw 
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compliance  viih  this  religious  comroandj  ^^  we  turn 
*^  unto  the  Lord  in  weeping,  fasting,  and  praying." 

A  day  of  national  humiliation,  a  day  set  apart  for 
the  express  purpose  of  confessing,  aixl  lamenting,  our 
^ins,  naturally  produces,  in  a  serious  mind,  many  me* 
lancholy  reflections.  The  design  of  this  day's  ap- 
pointment is,  to  beg  the  protectiofi  6f  the  Almighty 
^^  against  the  declared  enemies  to  all  Christian  Kings, 
*'  Princes,  and  States."  The  menace  of  the  subver- 
sion of  our  Church,  and  Constitution,  so  loudly 
vaunted,  and  so  widely  spread — because  under  their 
shadow  we  derive  consolation  to  our  hearts,  and  pro- 
tection to  our  persons — may  have  concurred  with 
many  other  justifiable  causes  to  impel  this  kingdom 
to  encounter  the  dangers,  and  hazard  the  difficulties, 
of  war,  thereby  to  preserve  the  profession  of  genuine 
Christianity,  and  to  defend  the  blessings  of  civil 
liberty. 

That  the  over-ruling  Providence  of  God  may  conti- 
nue to  us  these  mercies,  by  which,  as  a  nation,  we  have 
been,  hitherto,  so  preeminently,  distinguished,  we  ar^ 
this  day,  with  bended  knees,  and  contrite  hearts,  assem« 
bled  in  public  supplication. 

War,  even  to  the  victor,  as  well  as  to  the  van- 
quished, is,  always,  an  extensive,  and  a  grievous,  cala- 
mity. I  will  n&t  excite  your  sensibility  by  a  recital  of 
its  various,  and  affecting,  evils.  I  will  not  describe  to 
you  the  anxious  parent  anticipating  the  loss  of  a 
beloved  child,  the  solace  of  his  cares;  the  sympa- 
thetic grief  of  sons  and  daughters,  foreboding  the  death 
of  an  aflPectionate  father,  the  source — the  only  source, 
it  may  be*— of  their  subsistence.  I  will  not  alarm 
your  apprehensions  by  representing  the  unavoidable 
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intfendption  to  Our  commerce,  by  which  some  occu- 
pations arcj  materially,  affected;  though  justice  re- 
quires me  to  declare,  that  it  is  by  no  means  so  great 
as  i^  often,  with  malicious  industry,  and,  too  often, 
with  mischievous  effect,  represented.  I  will  not  shock 
your  imaginations  by  leading  you  to  the  seat  of  war, 
where  we  should  behold  authoriz/cd  violenccy  Iken- 
tious  rapine^  and  wanton  slaughter;  the  agonies  of 
plundered  families ;  the  massacres  of  antient,  and.ve« 
QCrable,  cities;  the  confusion  of  desolated  provincesi 
and  the  devastation  qf  ^'  a  fruitful  land  made  barren;-* 
I  would  rather  hope  through  the  merciless  ravages  0% 
the  assailants;  than  fof  ^^  the  wickedness  of  them  that 
♦*  dwell  therein."  I  will  nor  ^oond  your  piety  by 
setting  before  your  eyes  the  numbers  who  are  hur- 
ried oQ£  of  this  world  into  another,  depraved  in  hear^ 
and  profligate  in  qijinners,  without  a  sense  of  Gpd^ 
and  Religion,  and  Fut;arity  on  their  minds.  Such  is 
jthe  evil,  complex  in  its  nature,  and  tremendous  in  its 
consequences,  which,  if  God  hath  not  appointed,  He 
hath  forour  sins  permitted  ^^  to  be  framed  against  us* 
^'  Let  us  return  then  every  one  from  his  evil  way,  and 
'*  make  our  ways  and  our  doings  good.*' 

War  is  one  of  the  severest  scourges  whh  which  the 
Almighty  chastises  a  country  disobedient  to  His  Laws, 
and  regardless  of  Hrs  Ordinances;  and  for  these  rea« 
sons,  as  many  wise,  and  good  men  think,  it  has  been 
designed  by  Providence  as  a  just  judgment  upon  this 
nation.  So  heavy  is  the  pressure,  and  so  galling  the 
weight,  of  our  impositions  to  enable  Government  to 
support  a  mighty  navy,  and  a  numerous  army^  that 
they  who,  formerly^  lived  in  the  elegances,  are  now  re* 
strained  to  the  comforts,  of  life :  they  who  enjoyed 
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what  they  esteemed  a^  sufficiency,  wba  were  iff  (Rat 
state  which  the  Scripture  describes  by  ^*  eating  bread 
^  without  scarceness,'^  are  now  reduced  t»  the  ne* 
cessity  of  first  considering  with  care,,  and  afterwards 
expending  with  caution,  lest  the  hieoiDC  which,  for- 
merly,, allowed  tbeHi  all  the  comforts,  shouM  refuse 
them  th6  necessaipies,  of  subsistence ;  an^  involve  them 
in  embarrasMnents  from  whkh  they  one  time^  fondly^ 
hoped  ta  have  heen^  all  their  life  long,  exempt*  The 
ftiseries'  of  war  have  alas  I  found  their  way  into  the 
cottage,  and>  wjlt  not,  semetimes,  aHow  bread  to  sa» 
tiify  hunger,  nor  raiment  fin  protect  from^  coM.  A 
greater  cabmity,  perhaps,  is  stiM  left  behind.  When 
age  eppiressea  with  infirmity,  or  disease  makes  die 
strong  man  weak,  insomuch  that  Cordials*  are  rcqutw 
site  to*  revive  the  decayl^  of  nature,  and  ^  delicati6 
^  meats/'  as  the  Scriptmree3^reaseait,.to  support  the 
linguiafaing  frame — then  it  is  that  the  considerate  and 
humane,  who  bad,  on  similar  cKcasions,.  been  accus^ 
tomed  to  suppIy^  the  poor  with  ^  wine,  which  maketb 
^  gild  the  heart  of  man,^  and  with  meat  from  their  own 
tables,  such  as  indigence  cannot  purchase^  or  poverty 
prepare,  are  now  constrained  to  Mippress>in  a  mordfy^ 
ing  degree,  idieir  liberality,  and  to  deny  themselves  the 
experience,  sWeet  consolation  f  that  ^  it  is  more 
•*  blessed  to-  give  than  to  receive.'* 

Such  is  the  dHference  introduced  itita  society  bjr 
the  calamities  of  war ;.  and  in  what  sphere  of  life  these 
talamities  oppress  the  most  severely,  it  is- not  easy 
to  ascertain.  We  all,  in  our  several  stations^^  P^^S* 
nantly  feel^  and  deeply  lament,  them.  Btt  heavy  as^ 
they  are,  let  us  remember  that  we  have  brought  theni 
lipon.  ourselves.     As  a  nation,  the  Almighty  hath* 
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blessed  us  with  every  blessing.  We  live>  through  his 
good  Providence,  under  equal  laws^  and  the  peasant 
is  entitled  to,  and  receives,  the  same  protection  as  the 
prince.  ^  He  bath  not  dealt  so  with  any  other  na^ 
*^  tion«**  He  hath  blessed  us  by  giving  us  His  best 
and  greatest  gift,  the  dispensation  of  the  Gospel 
preached  in  all  its  purity «  And  what,  I  beseech  you, 
hath  been  its  reception  among  us?  How  nciany  are 
there  who,  openly,  declare,  ihat  as  to  Religion,  they 
leave  it  to  others,  who  have  a  greater  attachment  to  It, 
for  as  to  themselves,  they  ^*  Hod  no  delight  in  it.'*  If 
you  suggest  to  them  the  awful  futurity  which  awaits  us, 
they,  triumphantly,  tell  you  that  all  may  be  a  delusion. 
They  mistake  confidence  for  proof,  and  buffoonery^ 
for  argument.  When  such  a  return  is  made  unto 
God  for  His  mercies,  is  it  any  wonder  that  He  should 
scourge  us  with  His  judgments  ? 

These  are,  indeed,  provocations;  and  there  ar^ 
others,  if  not  more  heinous,  still  alas !  sufficiently 
aggi^vated*  Our  Church,  with  all  its  excellence,  is,' 
unhappily,  distinguished  by  very  many  who  profess  to' 
believe  in  God,  to  fear  and  to  serve  Him,  but  wha 
do  not  discover  their  Christianity,  either  by  the  tenor 
of  their  lives,  or  in  the  mode  of  their  worship.  There 
is  nothing,  grossly,  criminal  in  their  behavior;  no^ 
thing,  outrageously,  offensive  against  the  laws  of  n)o* 
lality — but  do  they  walk  by  faith  ?  Are  **  their 
^^  affections  set  on  things  above  ?  Do  they  sapcii^  tbtt 
**  Lord  God  in  their  hearts  i**'  On  the  contrary,  the 
influence  of  Religion  scarce  appears  in  their  conduct* 
They  are  Christians  I  allow ;  but  it  is,  I  fear,  rather 
through  |>rofes«on,  than  in  principle.  Attend  them  to 
God*s  house.  Do  they  seemitpprossed  like  the  angelif 
"^^  TiHk '  spirits. 
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spirits,  who,  when  They  come  into  the  presence  of  the 
Almighty,  **  cast  themselves  down  before  the  Throne^ 
*'  and  worship  Him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever  ?** 
And  altliough  we  read  at  our  first  entrance  into  this 
house  of  prayer,   **  O  come" — each  person  calling  ta 
his  neighbor  and  his  fellow — "  let  us  worship,  and 
'*  fall  down,  and  kneel  before  the  Lord  our  Maker;" 
the  greatest  part  of  many  congregations  have  ceased 
to  worship  the    Almighty  on  their   knees,  thus  ex- 
po-essing  an  obligation  with  their  lips,  which,  in  the 
very  act  of  supplication,  they  do  not  intend  to  fulfil 
Would  God  that  every  person  who  attends  the  service 
of  the  Church  without  improvement  in  piety — would 
God  tl^at  every  one  who  neglects  to  receive  the  Sa- 
crament of  the  Lord's  Supper,  would  say  to  himself 
wiib  confusion  of  face,  and  compunction  of  heart, 

*  I  am  the  cause  of  this  war  in  which  my  country  is 

*  engaged — I  am  the  instrument  of  alienating  the  favor 

*  of  God   from  this  nation — I   am    the    means   of 
y  making  many  parents  childless,  and  many  children 

*  orphans.     My  conduct  has  provoked  the  Almighty 

*  to  frame  evil  against  us,  and  to  devise  a  devke 

*  against  us/ 

If  things  be  thus,  and  that  they  are,  no  one  will, 
I  presume,  attempt  to  controvert,  let  those  whose  ex- 
ample directs,  and  whose  influence  impels — those 
who  are  in. an  elevated  sphere,  whether  distinguished 
by  the  splendor  of  hereditary  possessions,  or  the  inde- 
pendence of  acquired  wealth — seriously  interrogate 
themselves,  whether  their  conduct  is  such,  as  in  grati- 
tude it  ought  to  be,  for  such  enviable  blessings  ?  Do 
they  pass  the  Lord's  Day  in  a  regular  attendance  on 
public  worship,  and  require  of  their  servants,  and  de« 
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pendents,  the  same  religiows  homage  to  "  th*  Giver  of 
**  every  good  gift  ?"     Do  not  many^   in  a  sdmewhat 
iower  sphere,   from   whom   a  more  considerate  de- 
meanor might  be  expected,  instead  of  an,  uniformly, 
regular  observance  of  <he  divine  Ordinances,  devote 
the  Sunday,  in  disregard,  I  might  say,  in  defiance, 
both  of  human,  and  divine,  laws,  to  schemes  of  plea- 
sure, or  pursuits  of  gain  ?   Or  »f  they  have  no  engage- 
tneni  to  lead  them  to  the   jrofanation  of  the  Sab- 
bath, do  they  not  set  apait  the  morning,  either  to  the 
adjusting  of  their  accounts,  or,  with  still  greater  in- 
decency, to  the  public  contempt  of  God's  worship, 
hy  spending  that  part  of  the  day,  "  in  which  many 
***  millions  of  people,  in  almost  every  region  of  the 
*'  earth,  are  engaged  in^prostrating  themselves  before 
"  the  Throne  of  Grace,"  "in  nothing  else  but  to 
*^  tell  or  to  hear  some  new  thing  ?**  Is  not  the  evening- 
service  almost  entirely  neglected,  as  unnecessary,  and 
superfluous?    Instead  of  impressing  their  own  hearts 
with  religious  sentiments,  and  extending  the  influence 
of  their  example  to  their  children,  to  their  servants, 
to  their  neighbors ;  do  not  many,  in  that  holy  after* 
noon,  claim  a  prescriptive  right  to  personal  induU 
gences;  often,  I  may  say,  usually,  appropriated  above 
all  other  days  in  the  week,  to  luxurious  living,  and 
intemperate  gratifications  ?     Thus^  wantonly,  abusing 
those  mercies  with  which  God  hath  blessed  them,  at 
the  very  hour  He  hath  issued  a  general  invitation,  to 
them  and  to  all  men,  to  "  worship  Him  with  holy 
*^  worship  !"     Do"not  the  higher  classes  of  the  com- 
munity seem  to  erect  fortresses,  as  it  were,  indepen- 
dent of  God,  and  entrenching  themselves  under  the 
feeble  protection  of  entails,  and  the  uncertain  sccuriry 
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of  settlements,  do  they  not,  tacitly  at  least,  hold  this 
imposing  language,  ^*  I  shall  never  be  removed  ?"  If 
so,  let  them  learn  from  the  convulsions  of  a  neigh- 
boring kingdom,  how  insecure  are  all  human  posses-^ 
sions  I  and  that,  unless  ^^  the  Lord  keep  the  city,  the 
**  watchman  waketh,  but  in  vain."  May.  they  entitle 
ibemselves  to  His  protection  by  a  pious  deportment^ 
and  an  exemplary  life ! 

But  the  Creator  is  not  dishonored  by  the  Rich  and 
(he  Great  only.  Irreligion  pervades  all  orders  and 
degrees  of  men«  The  same  profanation  of  the  Lord's 
day — the  same  disregard  of  public  worship-*  the  same 
inattention  to  religious  exercises,  are  observable 
throughout  every  description  of  people.  When  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  19  administered,  al* 
most  <^  all  with  one  consent  b^in  to  make  excuse.** 
Men  tottering  under  the  weight  of  infirmity  and 
years,  who  cau  scarce  be  supposed  to  ^^  taste  what 
^^  they  eatj  and  what  they  drink,"  live  in  an  habitual 
contempt  of  that  divine  command  which  their  Re« 
deemer,  the  very  night  before  He  expiated  their  sin^ 
^y  His  death  upon  the  cross,  so  solemnly  enjoined-^ 
*^  this  do  in  remembrance  of  me,'' 

There  are  other  religious  duties  which  it  is,  equally, 
incumbent  on  the  Clergy  to  enforce,  and  on  all  to  fulfil  ^ 
but  which,  it  is  to  b^  feared,  are,  equally,  contemned, 
Do  those  men  who  justify  their  absence  from  an  uni* 
form  attendance  on  the  Church,  and  a  worthy  celebra- 
tion  of  the  Sacrament,  satisfy  themselves  by  the  punc^ 
tual  observance  of  family  worship  ?  Do  tbey,  eveiy 
night  before  they  retire  to  rest,  assemble  their  houshol4 
^*  meekly  kneeling  on  their  knees,"  to  beg  tbe  pro* 
lection  of  Hifa  who  alone  can  ^  defend  them  fron 
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^  all  the  perils  and  dangers  of  the  otght;  Froai  ligbN 
^^  ning  and  tempeftC,  from  murder,  and  from  sudden 
^  deadi  ?"  Besides  the  neglect  of  domestic  devotion^ 
ve  cannot  but  apprehend  that  men  feel  no  less  indis- 
posed to  the  duty  of  private  prayer.  Do  they  retire 
to  their  closet^  and  ^^  shutting  their  door,  pray  €9 
^^  their  Father  who  seech  in  secret  ?**  In  an  age  which 
boasts  of  its  progress  in  civilucation,  and  iu  attain* 
ments  in  refinement,  both  family  and  private  prayer 
are  considered  by  the  man  of  gaiety  as  an  insupport« 
able  interruption  to  his  pleasures :  he  disputes  with  his 
Creator  the  necessity  of  His  own  injunctions :  and  he 
consoles  himself  with  the  reflection^  that  prayer  to 
God  was  intended  only  for  the  employment  of  the 
idle,  the  devotioa  of  the  credulous,  or  the  refuge  of  the 
desponding. 

Thore  is  one  thing  more  which  I  cannot  omit ;  the 
little  attention  which,  in  a  religious  sense,  is  paid  to  the 
rising  generation. 

Such  is  the  prevailing  fashion  of  the  age,  that  chiU 
dren,  who  are  above  the  lower  sphere  of  life,  are  not, 
perhaps,  neglected  in  the  improvement  of  their  mind, 
and  the  culdvadon  of  their  manners.  Personal  ad* 
dress,  and  mental  accomplishments,  to  please  by  the 
arts  of  insinuation,  and  to  make  his  way  by  the  forcf 
of  talents,  seem  to  be  the  solicitude  every  parent  feels 
for  hb  child.  But  to  bring  him  up  in  the  true  faith 
and  fear  of  God,  to  teach  him  to  conduct  himself  with 
propriety  as  a  citizen  of  a  Christian  community^  to 
inform  his  mind  with  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel,  and  to 
fortify  bis  virtue  with  a  knowlege  of  the  evidences  of 
it,  are  seldom,  I  fear,  among  the  lessons  of  instruct 
tion.    The  very  small  proportion  of  young  people 
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attending  public  worship,  who  receive  the  holy 
Sacrament,  awakens,  in  every  reflecting  mind,  very 
awful  apprehensions.  The  command  of  parents  can- 
not, on  this  point,  be  imposed  with  authority,  the 
injunction  of  masters  cannot  be  pressed  with  earnest- 
ness ;  where  then  is  the  wonder  that  the  grey  hairs  of  • 
so  many  fathers  are,  by  the  vicious  conduct  of  their 
untaught  offspring,  '*  brought  down  with  sorrow  to 
"  the  grave  V  We  are  emulous  to  impress  upon  our 
children  accomplishnrients  which  attract  admiration^ 
and  qualities  which  extort  applause;  but  we  feel,  alas  ! 
no  emulation  in  teaching  them  to  live^  and  preparing 
them  to  die ! 

From  the  neglect  of  these  essential,  these  Christian 
duties,  comes  that  deluge  of  wickedness  which  over- 
flows the  land.  And  until  men  are  brought  back  t<> 
the  regular,  and  conscientious,  discharge  of  them,  we 
cannot,  with  confidence,  hope  in  the  protection  of 
Jehovah  to  **  save  us  fi-om  our  enemies,  and  to  put 
*V  them  to  confusion  that  hate  us.  Return  ye  then," 
if  ye  would  propitiate  the  mercy,  and  avert  the  dis- 
pleasure, of  the  Almighty,  «  every  one  from  his  evil 
*«  way,  and  make  your  ways,  and  your  doings  good/' 
To  you  who  profess  to  love  your  country,  who  are 
transported  with  its  suctess,  and  dejected  with  its  mis- 
fortunes, to  you  I  more  particularly  address  myself. 
Call  down  the  blessing  of  God  upon  it  by  your  holy 
lives,  and  exemplary  conduct.  Place  it  under  the 
protection  of  the  Governor  of  the  universe.  Cease 
to  encourage  by  your  practice,  what  you  deprecate 
in  your  conversation.  Resolve  this  day  to  avert, 
as  far  as  is  in  your  power,  those  &tvttt  judgments, 
,which  we,  by  our  provocations^  have  brought  upon 

our 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A  Fast  Sermon.  aSt 

our  country,  6ur  wives,  and  our  children.  Let  us  all 
examine  our  hearts,  and  see  how  far  the  Gospel, 
ivhich  we  profess  to  believe,  deters  us  from  sin,  and 
confirms  us  in  piety.  If  it  have  not,  hitherto,  produced 
the  fruits  of  good  living,  let  us  demonstrate,  by  a 
change  of  life,  that  we  are  not  insensible  of  our 
Christian  obligations.  Let  the  foundation  of  amend- 
ment be  laid  in  a  devout  attendance  on  the  service  of 
the  €hurch,  and  a  solemn  celebration  of  the  Sacra* 
roent  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  accompanied  with  daily 
prayer  both  in  your  family,  and  your  closet,  and  there 
will  arise  a  goodly  superstructure — an  assemblage  of 
every  civil,  of  every  socia)^  ever^  onoral,  and  cvcrjr 
Christian  virtue. 

Be  it  then,  my  brethren,  the  united  resolution  of  us 
lall,  seriously,  to  review  our  lives,  and  interest  will,  un- 
quesjtionably,  prescribe,  and  duty  enforce,  an  imme- 
diate amendment^  Let  us  not  content  ourselves  with 
a  nnere  attendance  on  the  service  of  ,th£  Church,  and 
with  repeating  the  prayers  of  humiliation  and  contri* 
tion  appointed  for  the  occasion ;  but  let  our  Christian 
principles  impel  us  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  our  Chris- 
tian calling.  Let  us,  with  all  the  powers  of  our  mind, 
and  all  the  aiTcctions  of  our  soul,  enter  into  the  design 
of  our  gracious  Sovereign,  in  leading  us  to  repentance, 
and  exhorting  us  to  amendment ;  we  may  then,  with* 
.  out  the  imputation  of  presumption,  hope,  that  the 
blessings  of  Heaven  will  not  be  withholden  from  this 
our  land.  Ten  righteous  men  might  have  saved  a 
city.  God  grant  that  the  righteousness  of  this  con* 
gregation  may  be,  signally,  instrumental  in  saving 
this  kingdom  !  God  grant  that,  to  the  loyalty  of  our 
prinic|plcs,  and  the  attachment  to  o^r  King,  we  may 
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«II  add  Ae  most  onequivocal  mark  of  love  to  our 
country^  genuine  virtue,  and  solid  piety  I  in  which 
we  cooiprebend  our  supplications  for  iu  welfare,  and 
our  prayers  for  its  prosperity.  God  grant  that  the  de- 
votions  which  are  this  day  offered,  may  be  accepted, 
and  that  the  petitions  this  day  made,  may  be  granted, 
Aat  we,  and  ^  our  children's  children''  to  the  latest 
posterity,  ^'  may  aee  our  country  in  prosperity  all  their 
^  lives  long !  May  peace  be  within  her  walls,  and 
^  plenteousness  within  her  palaces !  Because  of  the 
^  house  of  the  Lord  our  God,**  may  we  all,  widi  heart 
and  hand,  unite  <^  to  do  her  good!  And  may  they,** 
and  they  the  most  abundantly,  ^^  prosper  that  love  her  P 
Every  hearer  will,  I  trust,  join  widi  me  in,  devoutly^ 
faying.  Amen,  Amen ! ! ! 
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SERMON     XXV^ 


fOR  THE  REUEF  OF  THE  BRITlSn  PJRISQNERt 
IN  FRANCE. 


•  ISAIAH  Iviii,  6,  7^ 

Js  not  this  the  f^st  that  J  have  chosen  f  to  loose  the  bonis 
of  wickedness^  to  undo  the  heavy  burdens^  to  let  the 
oppressed  go  frie^  and  that  ye  break  every  yoke. 

fs  it  not  to  deal  thy  bread  to  the  bun^ry^  and  that  thm 
bring  the  poor  that  are  cast  out  to  thy  house  f  When 
thou  seest  the  naked  that  thou  cmjer  hint^  and  that  thou 
ffide  npt  thy  self  from  thine  own  flesh  f 

THAT  we  may,  by  our  prayers^  propitiate  the 
Almighty  l^uler  of  the  universe;  it  has  been 
thought  expedient,  that  our  charity,  which  is  to  be  ap- 
plied to  the  benevolent  purpose  oF  mitigating  the 
yoke  of  captivity,  of  dealing  bread  to  the  hungry, 
and  of  covering  the  naked  with  a  garment^  should,  at 
the  same  time,  be  offered.  Abundant  reason  we  have^ 
pdeed,  to  supplipate  divine  protection.     Our  national 

*  Preached  ut Christ  Chorcb,  and Holdenhont,  March  io»  i8ii. 
Fast  Day. 

The  sttdior  it  grcstlj  indebted  to  an  sdisirsble  Charge  addteavd 
by  the  Lord  fiithop  of  OKfter  (Dr«  ClpiverJ  to  bis  Ckrgy  for  the 
|Ui9t  part  of  this  sermonf 
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transgressions,  heinous,  and  aggravated  beyond  exam<. 
pie,  cry  aloud  for  exemplary  punishment. 

I  shall  not  be,  uselessly  employed,  in  laying  before 
you  such  omissions  of  duty,  as  bring  with  them  a 
natural  tendency  to  make  us  forget  God.  Happy^ 
if  seeing  the  danger  to  whicli  we  subject  our  country 
and  ourselves,  we  amend  our  ways,  and  prevent,  if 
possible,  the  storm  which  now  impends^  from  bursting 
over  our  heads ! 

From  those  iniquitous  principles,  whose  evident 
tendency  is  to  destroy  all  distinctions  of  rank  and 
property — disseminated  as,  alas !  they  still  continue  to 
.  be,  with  malicious  industry,  received  without  previous 
examination,  and  cherished  with  fond  conceit — we 
have  less  to  apprehend  than  from  that  gener^JL^neglect 
of  Religion;  which»  whibt  it  meeu  the  eye  with  less 
outrage,  and  strikes  the  ear  with  less  alarm^  spreads 
itself  uncontrolled,  or,  meeting  with  a  feeble  re« 
sistance,  proceeds  with  an  uninterrupted,  and  fatal^ 
progress. 

It  is,  greatly,  to  be  deplored  that,  among  the  higher 
classes  of  life,  the  attractrve  splendor  of  which  hasj 
necessarily,  a  powerful  influence  over  the  habits  of  the 
lower  orders,  a  notion  of  honor  is,  unhappily,  substi- 
tuted  for  the  principle  of  Christian  morality — honor, 
which,  "  when  weighed  in  the  balance,  is,  generally^ 
^^  found  light,''  is  made  the  basis  of  integrity,  instead 
of  that  blessed  Gospel,  which^  on  every  occasion,  de« 
mands  truth,  and  deprecates  iniquity. 

In  our  commercial  intercourse  with  other  coun* 
tries,  we  exhibit  a  character  of  national  honesty,  to 
which  we  prefer  a  prescriptive  claim.  But  bow  have 
we  obtained  that  character  ?    Whence  does  that  claim 
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arise  ?  From  Religion — Religion,  which  seems  en- 
tirely neglected,  and  altogether  forgotten  by  many  of 
those  who  are  indebted  to  its  eflfects  for  their  extensive 
influence,  and  rapid  fortunes. 

Baptism,  the  initiatory  Sacrament  of  the  Gospel, 
which  replaces  mankind  in  the  covenant  of  God's 
mercy,  is  no  otherwise  regarded  than  as,  merely,  de^^ 
daring  the  name  and  the  age  of  the  infant;  the 
parent  little  considering  that  his  child  is  that  day  rege« 
neirated,  and  born  to  a  spiritual  inheritance,  is  admitted 
into  the  family  of  God  and  is  become  the  brother  of  the 
Redeemer  of  the  World. 

The  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  which  is  ill 
understood,  if  it  be  not  considered  as  conveying 
pardon  and  sanctification,  seems  to  be  contemplated 
by  the  generality  of  the  members  of  our  Church  ^  an 
Ordinance  which  may  be  capriciously  observed,  or 
peremptorily  neglected :  and  whilst  the  Minister  of  the 
Gospel  is  illustrating  its  nature,  exhibiting  its  bless- 
ing<9  or  persuading  to  the  observance  of  it,  two- 
thirds  of  his  congregation  seem  to  hear  him  with  the 
utmost  unconcern,  and  to  esteem  themselves  as  not  at 
all  interested  in  the  subject  of  the  discourse  he  is  deli- 
vering. 

The  grand  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  the  divinity  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  propitiation  for 
sin  by. His  merits  and  death,  and  the  inspiration  and 
assistance  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  are  received  as  mere 
speculative  opinions,  without  enhancing  its  value,  or 
supporting  its  influence;  because,  in  establishing  social 
order,  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  earthly  hap* 
piness,  many  see  no  other  requisite  than  Christian 
morality. 

Our 


Digitized  by 


Google 


sftf  Porttfe  tUtieftfty 

Our  Church  hath  provided  an  Office  for  the  VnU 
tation  of  the  Sick,  and  hath  accommodated  those  wh« 
cannot,  otherwise,  receire  the  Communion  of  the 
Lord's  Supper,  with  the  means  of  this  consolatory 
service  in  their  private  houses*  Yet  the  edification 
to  be  derived  front  reUgbits  intercourse  with  the  Mi* 
nistei  of  the  Gospel,  the  assistances  of  prayer,  the  con«- 
firmation  of  our  faith,  and  that  animated  glow  of 
bopOy  which  conveys  the  sOul,  as  it  were,  to  the 
ncry  gates  of  ^iCAven,  and  anticipates  ita  glories » 
these  benefits,  inesttaaable  as  they  are  in  theafiselves, 
seem  to  be,  almost  exclusively,  possessed  by  those  who, 
ib  the  lower  classes,  have  been  wise  enou^  to  live  in 
t|)e  ficar,  and  when  life  is  drawing  H>  a  close,  are  soU« 
cHQUi  to  die  in  the  favor,  of  God, 

Time  was,  when  Religion  ccdored  the  manners^ 
customs,  and  habits  of  private  life  in  every  station  of 
this  comnry.  Family  prayers,  the  daily  devotion  of 
every  house  which  acknowlcged  the  blessings  of  Rell* 
gioD,  kept  alive  the  necessity  of  the  divine  proteciioa  in 
the  minds  both  of  the  parent,  the  child,  and  the  servant. 
How  melancholy  the  change!  When  we  hear  that 
the  pious  custom  is  introduced  into  a  family,  we  feel 
equal  surprize,  and  joy:  surprize,  that  the  fashion  of 
die  world  has  lost  its  influence — and  joy,  that  the 
means  of  Salvation  are  o|Brred,  and  the  voke  of  Reli« 
^OD  is  heard,  Vhere  a  general  forgetfulaesa  of  God 
aoeiaed  to  have  exterminated  almost  the  appearance  of 
Religion.  In  those  happy  days  the  precepts  of  tbo 
Gospel  were  familiar  lo  all  in  the  language  of  Scrips 
tore.  The.  book  of  God  duly  received,  as  it,  ieve<% 
lently,  demands,  general  perusal.  Religion,  impraase^ 
on  the  hear^  became  the  habitual  remedy  for  the  \im 
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certaiDtki  and  disappoiDCmeDts  to  wkicb  tbe  comferti 
on  this  side  the  grave^  are,  in  the  most  prosperous  sttift* 
ation,  habitually  exposed. 

Time  has  been,  when  persons  of  die  first  <fistinctio% 
whether  they  closed  the  scene  of  life  in  battle,  in  the 
ctiamber,  or  fell  the  unhappy  victims  of  civil  strife,  yei 
all  appealed  to  the  mercies  of  God  purchased  by  the 
death  of  Christ-— all  prayed,  in  their  last  moments,  for 
the  support  of  Divine  Grace-^and  thus  all  eKhibttdd 
to  the  world  an  edifying  example  of  the  power  and  ia^ 
fiuence  of  the  Christian  faith. 

Time  has  been,  and  fn  the  memory  of  many  wh^ 
now  hear  me,  when  no  one  presumed  to  leave  an  in« 
beritance  to  bis  children,  without  thankful  acknow^ 
legemems  to  Htm,  from  whom  he  received  all  earthly 
possessions,  or  to  dispose  of  his  property  by  will, 
without  first  commending  his  soul  to  the  divine  mercy 
through  Cbris^  and  his  mortal  remains  to  be  deposited 
unto  the  great  day  of  the  Resurrection. 

How  rapidly  the  mass  of  trreltgion  may,  and  does, 
disseminate  itself,  may,  in  some  sort,  be  conjectured 
firom  our  own  observation ;  for  besides  the  prdgressive 
liceiftionsness  of  the  one  sex-— to  whom  chastity  ought 
to  be  esteemed  die  most  precious  treasm'e — ^and  the 
impiety  of  very  many  of  the  other,  who  miifgle 
mn  oath  with  almost  every  sentence  they  titter;  we  have 
too  great  reason  to  believe  that  one  half  of  the  inliab»* 
tants  of  this  extensive  parish,  generally,  absent  fSttv^ 
selves  from  the  public  ofikes  of  devotion.  Melan^ 
cboty  is  the  reflection,  that  suck  numbers  should  pata 
the  Lord's  day  without,  publicly,  imploring  pardon 
of  their  sins,  and  hearing  the  word  ofGoA  read  and 
preached^  cither  by  professing  themselves  meBd>era 
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of  the  Established  Churchy  or  of  some  other  C0D^e;g;{<» 
gation  of  CbristiaiM« 

Where  so  obvious  and  im{k>rtant  a  duty  of  Religion 
\%  disregarded  as  unnecessary,  we  cannot  but  suppose 
that  the  persons  living  under  such  dangerous  impress 
sions,  have  no  sense  of  God  upon  their  minds^  nor  (ear 
of  Him  in  their  hearts. 

How  far^  m  these  circumstances,  a  reformation 
is  likely  to  take  place  so  effectual  as  to  propitiate  the 
mercy,  and  avert  the  displeasure^  of  God,  is  a  ^oes- 
txon  which  admits  of  no  very  favorable  solution*. 
Of  this,  however,  we  may  rest  assured,  thai  we  flatter 
ourselves  in  vain  with  success  against  our  ehemy, 
whilst  our  unreformed  lives  still  call  for  chasiisemenK 
For  it  requires  neither  prophecy,  nor  the  inter^ 
pretation  of  prophecy  to  decide  upon  the  too  pro- 
bable fate  of  this  kingdom.  The  event  may  yet  be 
contingent,  or  uncertain  ;  but  the  condition,  on  which 
2ilone  this  event  depends,  is  absolute,  and  immoveable  ; 
and  it  is  that  which  we  see  little  or  no  disposition  to 
fulfil—"  Repent,  or  ye  shall  all,  likewise,  perish/* 

Notwithstanding  that  such  is  our  acknowleged  situa* 
tion,  we  are  so  infatuated  as  to  imagine,  tha^  the 
purity  of  our  doctrines,  together  with  our  moral  me* 
xits,  when  contrasted  with  those  of  other  nations,  will 
plead  our  exemption  from  those  miseries  which  have 
ravaged  Europe,  and  will  prevail  with  the  exterminating 
Angel,  before  we  are  overwhelmed  by  them,  to  ^'  suy 
*^  his  hand." 

That  the  nations  suffering  those  heavy  judgments, 
have  been  negligent  of  the  true  faith,  and  more  cor- 
rupt in  practice  than  ourselves,  is  an  opinion^  pro-* 
bably,  ill-founded,  and  would  lead  to  consequences 
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Which  would  preclude  the  necessity  of  a  national  re* 
formation.  If  we  be,  indeed,  distinguished  from  other 
nations,  by  having  embraced  the  faith  in  all  its  purity 
— let  those  who  ^\  hold  that  faith  in  unrighteousness'* 
T— those  whose  lives  are  uninfluenced  by  it — remember 
with  terror,  that  we  may,  as  the  favored  of  Heaven 
once  did,  forfeit  the  privilege  of  "  keeping  the  ark  of 
**  the  Lord;"  or,  in  the  language  of  a  later  dispensa«r 
tion,  we  may  provoke  God  to  **  remove  our  candK- 
•*  Stic  from  us/' 

Would  every  thinking  man  consider— every  one 
^ho  professes  to  love  his  country,  to  be  attached  to 
fcis  family,  and  to  believe  in  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ — how  pernicious  his  want  of  a  due  ex* 
ample  in  the  discharge  of  Christian  duties,  is,  to  his 
neighbor,  and  to  society  at  large;  and  how  $peedil/, 
his  inattention  to  the  Ordinances  of  Reh'gion  may 
bring  inevitable  ruin  where  he  is  anxious  for  safety, 
fae  would  demonstrate  his  patriotism  by  that  most  in*^ 
fallible  of  critcripns— a  religious  life.  Would  every 
thinking  man  manifest  his  love  to  his  country  in  such 
a  deportment,  and  encourage  the  same  in  his  neighbor, 
ure  might  then  be  justified  in  the  hopes  of  the  blessing 
indulged  so  long  to  the  Church  of  Philadelphia  upon 
the  acknowleged  n^erita  of  her  religious  conduct. 
^^  For  thou  hast  a  little  strength,  and  hast  kept  my 
<<  word,  and  hast  not  denied  my  name.  Because 
**  thou  hast  kept  the  word  of  my  patience,  I  will  also 
**  keep  thee  from  the  hour  of  temptation,  which  shall 
*•  come  upon  all  the  world,  to  try  them  that  dwell 
•*  upon  earth/* 

Instead  then  of  esteeming  ourselves  as  professing  a 

purer  system  of  Religion,  and  of  practising  genuine 
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morality  more  invariably  than  those  unhappy  nations 
who,  by  their  own  folly,  conspiring  with  the  ambition 
of  an  usurping  despot,  are  plunged  into  irretrievable 
ruin,  let  4is  demonstrate  ourselves  to  be  such.  We 
are  now  assembled  to  beseech  God  to  preserve  us  from 
the  calamities  which  oppress,  and  the  destructiqn  that 
threatens,  us,  **  We  come  before  the  Lord  in  wecp- 
^'  ing,  fasting,  and  praying.**  So  far  wc  do  wclL 
But  is  it  "  such  a  fast  as  He  has 'chosen  ?**  The  day 
of  supplication  acceptable  to  Him  is — •*  to  loose  the 
^  bands  of  wickedness,  to  undo  the  heavy  burdens,  to 
^*  let  the  oppressed  go  free,  and  to  break  every  yoke/* 
T'hese  expressions  refer  to  the  state  of  slavery  practised 
among  the  Tews — to  us  they  are,  therefore,  inappli<» 
cable.  But  the  succeeding  declaration  of  the  Pro- 
phet is  to  us  applicable  in  all  its  force.  "  Is  not  this 
^'  the  fast  that  I  have  chosen — to  deal  thy  bread  to 
•*  the  hungry,  and  when  thou  secst  the  naked  that 
**  thou  cover  him,  and  that  thou  hide  not  thyself  from 
♦»  ihine  own  flesh  ?" 

To  this  act  of  charity,  necessary  and  useful  to  pian, 
pleasing  and  acceptable  to  God,  we  aie  this  day  called. 
We  arc  this  day  called  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of 
those,  who,  in  fighting  our  battles,  protecting  our  pro- 
perty from'  ruin,  and  our  persons  from  slavery,  have 
bad  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  the  hand  of  the  ^n^^xay  j 
where,  exclusive  of  a  state  of  captivity,  they  mu^r^ 
unless  we  sympathize  in  their  calamity,  drag  a  miser* 
;ible  e;^istence,  without  cloaths  to  cover^  fuel  to  warm^ 
and  food  to  support  them.  The  absurd,  puerile,  and 
ynchristian  policy  of  our  enemy  forbids  our  Govern- 
fpcnt  to  relieve  the  needs,  to  dispel  the  anxieties,  arid 
t9  c^eer  the  beartS|  of  those  who^  iq  the  v$ri9us  con- 
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tingencei  of  battle,  are  carried  prisoner?  into  a  foreign 
laod.  Need  I  mention  the  difference  of  ireatmcnt 
Which  the  several  captives  receive  in  the  two  countries  ? 
Captivity  is  to  our  enemies  raiher  a  blessing  than  a, 
curse.  They  tire  supplied,  in  this  kingdom,  with  food 
abtindantiy  more  nutritious  than  thrU  to  wliich  they  arc 
accustomed  at  home.  May  such  liberality  ever  be  the 
distinguishing  characteristic  of  this  country !  May 
Britain  ever  be  celebrated  for  her  valor,  and  her  kind- 
ness— ^for  her  courage  in  arms,  her  humanity  in  vic- 
tory, and  her  gentleness  in  peace!  We,  in  the  lah-' 
gt«age  of  Scripture,  feed  our  captfves,  "  with  food 
^'  convenient  for  thcm.^  Does  our  enemy  express 
his  sense  of  the  kindness  we  shew  to  him,  by  th€ 
humanity  he  exercises  towards  our  unfortunate  coun- 
trymen!  Alas!  No.  It  is  not  food  which  he  sup- 
plies. The  subsistence  which  our  fcllow-subjects  re^ 
ceivc,  is  not,  merely,  without  the  power  of  satisfying 
hunger,  but  is  loathsome  to  an  English  palate.  Un- 
less then  they  arc  sustained  by  the  concribuiions  of  in- 
dividuals, their  strength  may  s^  far  decay,  and  their 
constitutions  be  so  much  cnfeebJed,  as  that  thdse  war- 
riors, whose  names  struck  terror,  and  dismay,  into  the 
iearts  of  their  foes,  may  droop,  and  faint,  and  perish. 
Perish  !  Who  ?  The  men  who. have,  fearlessly,  faced 
the  cannon  of  the  enemy — who  have  left  their  eountryi 
their  homes,  their  wives,  their  children,  dcmonsfratifig 
die  ittost  undaunted  courage,  dnd  exposed  to  (he'mos0 
alarming  dangers  on  our  account — shall  they  after  'A\ 
this,  through  our  want  of  a  charitable  spirit,  descend 
into  an  untimely  grave  ?  Is  this  the  reward  we  bestovr 
on  their  bravery  ?  Is  this  the  return  we  make  for  6uK 
U  2  preservation? 
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servation  ?  It  cannot,  surely,  be,  if  wc  are  men*>^it  is^ 
liltogether,  impossible  if  we  are  Christians. 

When  contributions  three  years  ago,  were  solicited 
for  the  maintenance  of  our  unfortunate  countrymen, 
their  number  amounted  to  6000;  and  the  sum  of 
80,ooo/.,  raised  by  the  generosity  of  individuals,  wasi 
remitted  for  their  relief:  but  the  number  perpetually 
increasingi  the  stock  is  exhausted  ;— ^and  there  are  at 
this  time  no  fewer  than  10,000  British  prisoners,  our 
fellow  subjects,  whose  future  support  depends  on  the. 
bounty  of  those  who  are  solicitous  to  render  this  day 
pf  supplication,  **  a  fast  acceptable  unto  the  Lord  ;'* 
who  are,  religiously,  disposed  to  ^^  deal  their  bread  to 
^  the  hungry,  and  to  remember  them  that  are  in  bonds, 
f*  as  though  you  yourselves  were  bound  with  them." 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  acquaint  you,  that  the 
relief  from  the  la(t  subscription  was  entrusted  to  the 
care  of  some  of  the  most  respectable  persons  detained 
in  France;  among  whom  are  Clergymen,  naval,  and 
military,  oQicers;  and  that  their  distribution  of  the 
money  remitted  to  them,  has  entitled  them  to  the 
highest  praise^  The  contributions  thi$  day  to  be  raised 
T-God  grant  them  to  be  every  where  abundant! — are 
tp  be  entrusted  to  the  saipe  persons, 

In  qndaunted  courage  in  every  engagement  whether 
paval  or  military,  and  in  generous  treatment  in  the 
hour  of  victory,  we,  uniformly,  shew  ourselves  supe^ 
jrior  to  our  enemy-rrlet  us  this  day  shew  them  that  we 
Hre  as  a  pqmoiunity  of  Brotestaqts  still  more  superior  : 
)et  u^  this  day  shew  that  oppressed  and  deluded  nation, 
what  it  is  to  have  embraced  a  ^^  pure  and  undefiled 
**  Religion,'-  by  t^e  volunt^ry^  chperfMlj^  ^nd  erouloi^^. 
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Support,  which  we  afford  to  those  whom  Providence^ 

in  his  all-wise  dispensations!  hath  loaded  with  the  chain 

bf  captivity,  having  suffered  theib,  generally,  either  to 

be  overpowered  by  numbers,  or  betrayed  by  treachery^ 

Is  it  one  of  the  wiles  of  the  tyrant^  who  hath  enslaved 

the  European  continent,  by  not  permitting  the  Covem'^ 

ment,  under  whom  they  fought,  to  administer  season-^ 

able  relief  to  them  in  their  bondage,  thereby  to  excitci 

disgust)  and  promote  mutiny,  in  our  fleets  and  armies  ? 

\jt\  us  render  him  contemptible  to  himselfj  and  his 

Usurped  government  odious  to  his  wretched  subjects^ 

by  contrasting  our  free-will  offerings  with  his  oppres* 

sivc  extortions*     We  contribute  to  the  support  of  our 

unfortunate  countrymen,  because  they  have  been  fights- 

ing  our  battles— because  they  have  exposed  themselves 

in  mr  ^tead — because  it  is  owing  to  them  that  we  have 

this  day  the  inestimable  privilege  of  hearing  the  word^ 

and  blessing  the  name^  of  the  Lord  our  God*     Are 

the  oppressed  people  of  France  actuated  by  the  isame 

motives  ?    Do  they  niake  voluntary  contributions  for' 

the  immense  number  of  their  countrymen,  who  are 

now  in  confinement  in  this  kingdoni  ?    No  f    Their 

Government  must  support  all  who  surrender  tbemselvei* 

to  our  intrepidity-*-because  the  war  in  which  they  are 

engaged^  is,  they  are  aware^  undertaken  from  an  un« 

justifiable  principle— it  is  not  to  promote  general  good^ 

or  national  prosperity,  but  to  establish  an  usurper  in 

uncontrolled  sway,  and  in  despotic  tyranny.   No  sue* 

classes  against  us,  or  any  other  enemy,  conduce,  in 

the  smallest  degree,  to  their  welfare :  their  interest  is 

in  defeat;  their  silent  hope  is^^for  they  are  afraid  to 

express  their  sentiments— ^th^t  successive  misfonunes' 

will  compel  their  opppressor  to  make  peace^— peac6 ' 

U  3  however 


Digitized  by 


Google 


294  -T*^''  ^^^  ReVuf.oftbs 

however  advaatageous  ta  uj,  however  disadvantageous 
to  themselves. 

In  solicitrng  relief  for.  those  tp  whom  we  arc,  by, 
God's  blessing,  indebted  fpr  our  preservation;  perrnil 
xpe  to  enquire  of  you — had  it  been  yo^ir  unhappy,  lot 
tgj  have  been  iaxmured  ;^itbrn  the  walls  of  a  piison,  ia 
a  foreign,  apd  an,epemies',  country — necessarily  ab- 
sent froi^  your  wives,  you/r  childrcin,  and  every  thing, 
you  hold  deai; — with  fopd  scarcely.  sufReient  tp,  kpep 
jroa  alive^  wiibout  cloaihs,  anf},  wit^wut  fuel — ar>^  ^alli 
this  evjl  brought  Mpon  you,  not  in  seeking  your  o\yi>, 
pleasurq,  and  in  pursuii/g  your  own  interest,  but,  solely^ 
in  defending  your  counfrj^— kt  me  enquire  of  you,. 
Vhat  you  would,  jt^stly,  expect  of  your  couijtrymenia, 
return?     You  would,  reasonably,  expect  to.be  sup- 
plied by  ihepfi,  not,  merely  widj  the  necessaries,  but, 
witji.the  comforts^  of  life,  in  order  to  render  your  cap-, 
tivity  suppqrfable,,   You  wpuW,  rcj^sonably*  cxpe^> 
not  only  that  the  rich  arjd  affluwt  wpuld  **  out  of  their 
H  aborndance,"  c9r^iribi\te,t«>yo,ur  welf^ip,  buttha^thc 
labprer  and  the  racJiauic,  Kkc  thf  poor, widow  in  Uie 
;    Gosppl,  would,  "  out  of  their  .penury,  cast  in  their 
"^    **  mite,*'  to  assAiage  your,  sorrows,  and  to  spodbc  your 
'  naiiids.     Such, do  y^r  cooniryt^nen^  now  in  a^tate  of 
t.ap(fi\ ity,  cxpc/;;L  froni  ytjxu..  And  they  will  nor,  I  trust, 
m  God,,  be  disappointed^^    You  will,  I  am  persuaded^ 
open  your^lieans,  and  conuribiue  ^^  according  to  your 
*•  power/' — and  I  had  almost  said,  in  die. words  of  the 
u\,postle — "  ,year  beyond  your  poyer  :  without  cba*. 
*^  rity" — ;and  espeqially.^n  an  occasion  like  this— . 
-    ^\  whosoever  jiveth,  is  _dead."^     May  the  charity  you 
tJ^iS'day  manifesr,.be  so  acceptable  tivthe  God  of  m^cy,^ 
t)»^t  when  .the  Tbronc;^ail  be  set,,  the  boo/ts  gpeucd^. 
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and  the  dead,  small  and  great,  assembled  together, 
these  transporting  words  may  be  addressed  to  every 
one  of  you,  **.  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father,  inhe- 
**  rit  the  klngdbm  prepared  for  yoii  from  tlfie  bcgin- 
**  ning  of  the  world;  for  I  was  an  hungered  and  ye 
''  gave  me  meat ;  I  was  thirsty  and  ye  g^ve.me  drink  j 
*^  naked  and  ye  cloatlied  me;  I  was  sick  and  ye  visited 
^^  me;  I  was  in  prison  and  ye  came  unto  me ;  for  in* 
^*  asmuch  as  ye  have  done  it*'  unto  the  defenders  and 
protectors  of  your  country,  **  ye  have  done  it  unto 
**  Me :  enter,  therefore,  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord  !"* 
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PREACHED    BEFORE    VOLUNTEERS^ 


♦    LURB   a    14r 

Off  carib  feade—good-witl  inxiris  men. 

^  i  *HOUGH  wc  may  noty  thorovghlyr,  comprebend 
^  why  the  Almighty,  after  He  had  spoken  the 
moral  creation  into  being,  so  long  delayed  the  pro- 
mulgation of  a  system  by  which  His  creatores  were  Xx^ 
be  directed  in  the  knowlege  of  trtith,  and  incited  to 
the  practice  of  virtue  y  why  He  suffered  them  lo  wan* 
der  so  long  in  the  ways  of  error — ^some  living  ib  total 
darkness — a  few  only  conducted  l^  a  gHmmering 
Kght — it  is  very  obvious  that  we,  on  whom  "  the 
*^  sun  of  righteousness  hath  arisen  to  gtride  our  fe^c 
•*  into  the  way  of  peace  {'  we  who  are  baptized  into  the 
profession^  and  educated  in  the  belief,  of  Christianity, 
are  required  to  profk  by  believing  its  doctrines,  and 
imbibing  its  precepts.  It  was  not  revealed  to  obtain 
a  confined  influence,  or  answer  a  partial  design;  it 
was  to  be  universal  in  its  reception^  and  transcendeni 

*  Preached  at  Knaresbroogft,  October  latb,  1794,    Never  be« 
fere  printed  in  a  yoluiBer 
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in  its  effects ;  it  was  to  pervade  all  orders^  and  degrees 
of  men ;  it  was  to  be  the  principle  of  our  conduct,  and 
the  spring  of  our  actions. 

In  contemplating  the  benevolent  design  of  Chris- 
tianity, we  perceive  every  relation  of  life  described 
with  precision,  and  where  its  influence  is  admitted, 
diffusing  personal  happiness* 

Arc  you  the  father  of  a  family?  Look  into  the 
Gospel,  and  see  what  it  requires  of  you  ;*— that  you 
cultivate  and  improve  the  mihds  of  your  children— 
that  you  bring  them  up  as  citizens  of  a  community — 
that,  above  all  things,  you  implant  the  moral  sense—** 
that  you  teach  them  to  be  kind,  compassionate,  ten* 
der-hearted,  and  forgiving — to  do  wrong  to  no  man, 
but  to  live  as  accountable  creatures,  who  are^  one  day,* 
to  be  rewarded  according  to  their  sum  of  merit ;  or 
punished  according  to  their  degree  of  guilt. 

The  dictates  of  nature  are  refined  by  the  genius  of 
Christianity.  The  comfort  and  happiness  of  families^ 
the  satisfaction  of  individuals,  and  the  welfare  of  the 
whole,  are  designed  by  its  superintending  care,  and 
promoted  by  its  awful  injunctions.  Is  your  temper 
frctfi^l  ?— your  spirit  ungovernable? — ^your  passion 
outrageous  ? — The  Gospel  requires  that  you  conform 
to  its  amiable  suggestions ;  that  you  sacrifice  those  per-  - 
verse  inclinations,  and  fro  ward  humors,  which,  in  any- 
wise, interrupt  the  peace,  and  destroy  the  happiness,  of 
those  with  whom  you  live. 

Christianity  is  to  descend  into  every  department, 
and  actuate  every  sphere,  of  life.     Whether  you  are 
rich  or  poor,  a  master  or  servant,  you  are  to  confine - 
your  wishes  to  its  precepts,  and  submit  your  conduct 
to  its  direction.     ^^ 
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If  Pr6vidcnce  has  blessed  you  with  wealth,  and' 
placed  you  in  affluence— rwhat  does  the  Gospel,  O 
man,  require  of  ihee  ?     It  suppresses  the  flattering 
thought  which  riches  toor  often  ihspire;  it  restrains  the 
haughty  mind,  when  in  the  fulness  of  its  sufficiency! 
it  is  tempted  to  cry  out,  *'  mi  hand  and  my  might 
"  have  gotten  me  this  wealth."     It  whispers  to  the 
heart,  wheh  in  d<lnger  of  beings  intoxicated  with  the 
gratification   of  pre-eminence,   the  splendor  of  dis- 
tinction, the  pride  of  independence,  that  the  enviable 
lot  of  influence,  of  grandeur,  and  of  wealth,  is  nbt^ 
unconditionally^  bestowed.     It  forbid^  injustice  under' 
the  conscioiisness  of  iihpuViity,  oppression  under  the 
weight  of  authority,  and  insolence  under  the  refuge 
of  power.     But  'Christianity  not  only  prohibits  what 
19  odious,  >it  enjoins  what  is  amiable ;  and  as  the  rich 
are  possessed  of  the  means  of  assuaging  sorrow,  and 
diffusing  comfort,  the  Gospel  imposes  upon  you  the 
indispensable  necessity  of  apply ing^-^ome  portion  of' 
your  substance  to  the  poor  and  needy,  with  the  graci* 
ous  intention  that  you  may  not  ohiy  be  ^^  rich  in  this 
"  world,*'  where  you  are  "  no  more  than  strangers 
**  and  pilgrims,"  but  "  rich  in  good  works,'*  in  order*' 
that  you  may  be  entitled  to  an  everlasting  inb^t* 
ance. 

That  divine  Religion,  which  was  ushered  into  the ' 
world  with  acclamations  of  ^^  peace  on  earth,  and ' 
*^  good-will  towards  men,"  descends,  with  consum* 
8)at6  wisdom  and  equity,  not  to  be  found  in  human 
institutions^  to  th^   lowest  stations,    adapting  itself^  ^ 
^ually^  to  till  conditions;  requiring  of  ^  masters  to  ' 
•*:give  unto  their  servants  that  which  is  just  and' 
««  equal,"  enforced  by  a  consideration  worthy  the  sug- 
I  .    gestion 
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gfsiion  of  ao  alUwise  Lawgiver,  that  "  they  themselves 
"  have  a  Master  in  heaven." 

Has  Providenae  placed  you  in  a  lower  sphere  ? 
Have  you,  in  oxder  to  procure  your  daily  bread,  to 
«'  go  to  your  work  and  to  your  labor  until  the  even- 
"  ing  ?"  Are  you,  in  order  to  provide  yourselves  with 
the  necessaries  of  life,  obliged  to  ^^  eat  the  bread  of 
•^  carefulness?*'  You  have  duties  to  fulfil  as  well  as 
the  Rich  and  ihc  Great : — the  poverty  which  you  en- 
dure, the  hardships  which  you  encounter,  the  wants 
which  you  feel,  if  tbey  arc  submitted  to  with  resigna- 
tion, as  the  appointment  of  Him  **  who  bringeth  low, 
^^  and  lifteth  up,  will  woik  out  for  you  a  far  more 
**.  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory."  Christianity 
considers  you  as  its  own  children  ;  to  you  in  particuf 
lar,  it;  peace  is  offered.  But  remember,  that  it  de- 
mands of  yon  a  sacrifice  of  your  violent,  and  unre** 
strained,  passions — a  disposition  to  <^  work  with  }  our 
^  own  hands,  and  to.  eat  with  quietness  your  own 
«  bread'*— to  submit  with  patience  to  the  condition  irt 
which  Providence  has  placed. you,  and  not  to  aticmpi 
to  remedy  the  inconveniences  of  it  by  private  wrongs 
or  public  tumult.  No!  "  Tarry  thou  the  Lord's^ 
•^  leisure;  be  patient,  and  He  shall  comfort  thine 
"  heart;"  be  doing  good,  fulfilling  the  duties  of  thy 
station;  and  as  Lazarus  was  conveved  by  Angels  into' 
A.braham's  bosom;  so  shalt  thou— ^whilst  the  unjust 
aad  the  abandoned  shall  beexclndcd — dwell  for  ever- 
more with  thy  Saviour,  and  with  thy  God. 

Could  men  be  persuaded  to  submri  to  the  directions- 
of  the  Gospel  in  every  relation  which  they  bear  in  this 
Ufc ;  instead  of  looking  with  envy  on  the  goods  of  an- 
other, "  would  diligently  learn  and  labor  to  get  their 
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^  own  living,  and  do  their  duty  in  that  state  of  life 
•*  unto  which  it  has  pleased  God  to  call  them," — in- 
stead of,  idly,  intermedling  with  the  business  of  other 
men;  or  with  the  governmeift  of  the  country,  thd 
favorite  amusement,  and  the  popular  topic  of  the  in-* 
dolent,  and  the  clamorous,  would  render  "  honor  to 
•*  whom  honor  is  due,"  and  double  honor  to  those 
whom  the  king  himself  dclighteth  to  honor,  the  Gospel 
would  then,  indeed,  incorporate  itself  in  our  hearts  and 
lives — it  would,  indeed,  •^  bring  forth  the  fruits  of 
••  good^living" — it  would  make  the  rich  man  consi- 
derate,  and  kind,  and  charitable ;  it  would  make  the 
poor  man  content,  resigned,  and  happy. 

Though  Christianity  has  been  interrupted  in  its  pro- 
gress,  and  impeded  in  its  operations,  by  the  turbulent 
passions  of  men;  yet  such,  notwithstanding,  is  its 
influence^  that  it  has  diffused  among  civil  societies,  as 
well  as  private  persons,  an  exalted  spirit  of  philan- 
thropy to  provide  instructbn  for  ignorance — to  afford 
relief  to  poverty— to  administer  comfort  to  affliction 
—to  supply  sickness  with  health.  Would  yo  sub» 
stitute  the  deductions  of  reason,  and  the  improvements 
of  philosophy?  How  it  is  then,  that  you  have  not 
discovered  the  stupendous  fabric  of  perfection  in  the 
civil  jurisprudence,  and  social  happiness,  at  Athens 
or  at  Rome  ?  where  the  science  of  philosophy  and 
civil  government,  like  a  plant,  the  natural  produce  of 
.  the  soil,  which  is,  seldom,  seen  in  less  happy  climes, 
was  displayed  to  surrounding  nations,  as  the  boast,  and  • 
glory,  of  the  world ;  but  where  a  something  was  want- 
ing ;  insomuch  that  it  may  be  said  of  them,  as  in  their 
religious,  so  in  their  civil,  capacity — *«  they  looked 
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*'  For  light,  but  behold  obscurity,  for  brightness,  but 
"  they  walked  in  darkness." 

But  though  it  is  not  the  immediate  design  of  the 
Christian  dispensation  to  direct  the  operation  of  human 
laws,  and  prescribe  the  forms  of  civil  government ;  yet 
the  obvious  tendency  of  the  precepts  contained  in  that 
divine  code,  which  we,  thankfully,  embrace  as  the 
standard  of  our  faith,  and  practice,  is  to  co-operate 
with,  and  enforce,  the  laws  of  society. 

That  a  system  revealed  by  God  himself,  fore- 
told by  prophecies,  and  confirmed  ^*by  signs,  and 
♦*  wonders,  and  mighty  deeds"— that  a  system  whose 
doctrines  are  so  sublime,  whose  precepts  are  so  salu- 
tary, and  whose  sanctions  are  so  awful,  should  be  dis- 
regarded, and  despised^-:that  instead  of  the  establishing 
of  order  in  society,  confusion  should  be  introduced, 
and  prevail  also,  is  a  most  ungrateful  return  for  so 
♦*  unspeakable  a  gift.**  Were  Christianity  embraced, 
so  as  to  become  the  principle  of  our  actions,  how 
upright  would  be  our  social,  how  amiable  our  do- 
mestic, how  exemplary  our  civil,  character?  The 
same  character  which  adorned  individuals  would  dis« 
tinguish  states— civil  commotions  and  foreign  war9 
would  be  known  only  by  traditional  relations,  or 
historic  records,  and  men  would,  literally,  ^^  sit  in 
^'  quiet,  each  under  his  own  vine,  and  under  his 
^  own  fig-tree."  But  under  whatever  form  Chris^ 
tianity  is  professed,  it  is  not  yet  become  so  engaging 
in  its  appearance,  and  so  auspicious  in  its  effects,  as 
to  authorize  us  to  expect  so  universal  a  change.  All 
Europe,  as  though  uninfluenced  by  its  mild  and  per-o 
Huasive  doctrines,  wears  at  present  a  (brUidding  aspect, 
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Commotions  arise,  revolutions  succeed,  and^  misery, 
equally,  awaits  the  whole  community,  whether  de* 
luded  by  a  misrepresentation  of  circumstances,'  or 
turbulent  from  a  love  of  change-  If  we  cast  our  eyes 
on  a  neighboring  kingdom^  we  shall  see  a  nation  rich  in 
population,  distinguished  in  arms,  excelling  in  arts,  im<- 
patient  of  a  change  of  government — all  uniting,  if  wc 
except  the  two  most  respectable  orders,  the  Nobles  and 
the  Clergy,  to  overturn  the  constitution  of  their  coun- 
try. In  the  first  dawn  of  their  liberty,  we,  unfcignediy, 
wished  them  success:  we  rejoiced  to  hear  that  upwards 
ofT'.vENTY-FouR  MILLIONS  of  souls  wcrc  resolvcd  to 
throw  off  the  galling,  the  ignominious,  yoke  of  despo- 
tism, determined  to  be  free.  Happy,  Tiappy  would  it 
have  been  for  them,  *'  had  they  gone  thus  far,  and  no 
**  farther  !'•  I  will  not  take  up  ycmr  time,  and  agitate 
my  own  feelings,  by  following  them  through  the  several 
stages  of  their  guilty  course.  They  arc  many  of  them, 
precipiutely,  gone  to  answer  for  themselves  before  that 
tribunal  "  from  which  no  secrets  are  hid;"— to  be 
judged,  O  God,  for  deluging  their  land  with  inno- 
cent blood — for  murdering  the  aged  parent,  the  un- 
protected wife,  the  unoffending  child  !  The  monarch 
on  the  throne,  aiid  the  peasant  in  the  cottage  have, 
without  distinction,  felt  the  weight  of  the  ponderous 
axe !  Instead  of  bestowing,  as  those  miscreants  pro-' 
mised,  abundance,  they  occasion  scarcity — instead  oP 
wealth,  poverty — instead  of  protection,  alarm,  dan- 
ger, death.  The  nobles,  t!ic  clergy,  the  citizens, 
the  artists,  the  farmers,  the  mechanics,  are  plundered 
of  their  real  property,  and  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
acquiescing  in,  and  appearing  satisfied  with,  facikiout 
wealth.     So  deplorable  is  the  condition  of  the  whole 
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kingdom,  that  every  man  distrusts  hi$  neighbor;  to 
preserve  his  life  he  is  obliged  to  approve,  in  appear- 
ance, what  his  soul,  in  secret,  abhors : — instead  of 
going,  as  heretofore,  with  the  mplticqde,  to  pay  bis 
vows  in  the  great  congregation,  he  is  encouraged  to 
deny  the  providence  of  the  God  who  created,  and,  I 
tremble  whilst  I  utter  it!  to  ridicule  the  merits  of  the 
Saviour  who  redeemed  him. 

Jt  mighty  reasonably,  be  supposecj,  that  acts  so 
atrocious,  that  sentiments  so  impious,  would  excite 
the  indignation  of  'Cvery  nation,  and  of  every  iiuii* 
vidua],  to  whom  tbey  were  i^ade  known*  Yet  alas ! 
so  little  influence  has  the  Gospel-Revelation  upon 
some  minds,  that  i^ere  are,  even  in  this  happy  co.un* 
q-y,  men,  who  npt  only  approve,  but  warmly  applaud, 
who  not  only  warmly  applaud,  biut  are  emulous  to 
imitate,  those  monsters  of  the  human  race  in  acts  of 
cruelty,  and  in  scenes  of  blood.  To  prevent,  and,  I 
trust,  it  will  not  be  very  difficult,  the  execution  of  their 
sanguinarv  plans,  is  the  purpose  for  which  you,  by 
whpse  jdcsire  I  now  address  you,  are  thus,  under  tbo 
sancUpn  qf  Parliament,  embodied:  with  a  spirit  be-.^ 
coming  good  citizens,  you  haye  undertaken  to  risque 
your  P^Q  livesr-shoqld  the  exigences  of  the  times 
rpq^iire  it — jn  supprpssing  thps^  tpmuUs,  with  which, 
t^irovigb  t|i6  desper^^e  rage,  or  misguided  zeal,  of  ig.* 
nor<)Qt,  qf  dis&atisfied,  pr  abapdpned  ipen,  ve  were 
me^naced 

To  expmiate  pn  the  particular  purpose  for  which 
you,  my  brethreii,  ^re  distinguished  fromyo^r  fellow^ 
citizens  by  a  military  dress,  and  entrusted  with  arms, 
if  unnecessary  5  i)?cays^  every  personal  presume,  who 
|:icar^  me^i^.^Wi^rei  (hi^t  the  country  has  kmn  threatened 
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Mvith  the  confusion  and  tumult  which  prevail   in  z 
neighboring  nation.     Mingling  with  the  tranquility  of 
the  citizen,  the  activity  of  the  soldier;  incorporating 
two  characters  as  dissimilar  in  their  appearance,  as 
opposite  in  their  tendency,  you  have  been  considered 
by  those  to  whom  Government  have  committed  the 
power,  so  loyal  in  principle,  so  upright  in  character*, 
so  courageous  in  hearty  as  to  place  in  you  confidence 
of  support  and  safety,  should  either  a  foreign,  or, 
what,  surely,  is  more  to  be  dreaded,  a  domestic,  enemy 
interrupt   the  quiet  of  the  country,  and  endanger 
the  peace  of  the  state.     The  martial  appearance  which 
you  make,  the  general  expectation  which  your  assem* 
bling  has  excited,  the  feelings  of  loyalty  which  you 
awaken  in  all  good  minds,  afford  awful  subjects  of 
reflection.     Should  your  actual  services  be  required— 
shoukl  you  be  called  out  to  protect  the  property  of 
your  fellow  citizens,    to  preserve    the  tranquility^ 
and  defend  the  liberties,  of  your  country ;  whilst  your 
breast  is  glowing  with  the  ardor  of  patriotism,  the 
arms  which  you  bear  may  be  pointed  against  the  life 
of  your  neighbor,  and  of  your  friend.     Humanity 
shudders  at  the  thought.     But  what!  unwilling  as  we 
may   be  to  encourage  a  spirit  of  resisunce,  lest  it 
should  degenerate  into  savage  cruelty^  and  wanton 
persecution,  we  cannot,  as  good  citizens,  and  dutiful 
subjects,  behold  with  indifference,  attempu  to  subvert 
a  Constitution,  which,  in  the  blessings  it,  indiscrimi« 
nately,  affords,  emulates  the  glory,  and  challenges  the 
happiness,  ^^  of  all  lands.*'    And  that  such  subversion 
is,  not  the  concealed  object,  but  the  avowed  design  of 
roainy  associations  holden  throughout  this  kingdom,  is 
beyond  all  coQtradiction,    |n  every  iost«mce  those 
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men  discover  thcirintoitions.  In  the  contest  in  vhlch 
^we  arc,  .unhappily,  engag^d^  when  our  arms  are  Mvi^ 
auccessful^  the  authot'^  'of  the  intended  confusion  feel 
transports  of  joy  whfch"  they  cannot  conceal;  when 
our  arms  are  victorious,  they  are  agitated  with  emotions 
of  sotTow  which  they '  ciinnot  suppress.  Who  \k 
"Unacquainted  with  the  arti  they  practise,  the  precepts 
they  inculcate,  the  writings'they  dissdninate,  to  awaken 
jealousy,  to  excite  dissatisfaction,  and  to  introduce 
universal  anarchy^  and  entire  confusion  ?  l^hat  public 
^ood  is  Consulted^  and  is  expected  to  result  from  their 
fiialicious  machinations^i  can,  hardly>  be  pretended.  A 
Reform  of  Parliapent  is  the  specious  pretext.  The 
4ieces^ty  of  a  Reform  is  by  many  wise,  and  great,  and 
good,  men  questioned,  the  expediency  is  doubted,  the 
very  practicability  is  denied.  But  to  produce  dissaf* 
fection,to  countenance  sedition,  and  encourage  treason, 
we  are  told  that  the  war,  in  which  we  are  in* 
volved,  was  undertaken  from  wantonness,  is  unjust  in 
its  principle,  and  will  be  unsuccessful  in  its  issue.  AU 
lowing  all  this  to  be  true;  surely  it  does  not  follow  as 
a  necessary  consequence,  that  the  system  of  govern- 
roent  is  to  undergo  a  total  change — that  the  gover? 
nors  are  to  be^ taken  from,  I  do  not  say  the  lowest,  but 
from  private,  stations,  and  thai  the  wildest  and  most 
chimerical  dtebries  are  to  be  adopted  to  gratify  the 
wishes,  encrease  the  fortunes,  and  aggrandize  the  fa- 
milies of  the  idle,  the  restless,  and  the  ambitious*  la 
the  ardor  of  zeal,  and  earnestnesf  of  expectation  by 
which  those  aspiring  demagogues  have  been  actuated ; 
the  personal  elevation,  to  which,  when  success  had 
crowned  their  treasonable  efforts,  they  were  to  be 
exakfed,  has,  in  the  fulness  of  their  hearts,  escaped 
Vou  III.  X  them. 
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i^vXf  The  139k  tji^y  shofiW.  sji^WPt-^  ^»  *?Jf 
si^<pul(J  fim  the  c^t^tps  they  sbQulfi  P9W?i  tf??y  ?fbwl 
.^^.kh  triumph,  ^jo^^^ccjbcd  Vuh  prcgislf^r;  Plj^iqg 
>vith]n  theic  ylevv^  a^d  almost  vit)iii\t)^gi;9ii|^  V^- 
.^.  pipiwclcj  ^ff  pp^er ;  bcjjiji^^  \hcir,  ifp^gHKiM^v^  ^\^ 
jfie^  foiiiped  ^sUXMftJpn^  tlffy  *f  ^i^qiwri^gjpd  ||>9R|k1iw» 
J^'  ^q.  w^ck^ij^i'Vtb^y  ippilca^pd  pr^/cfgis,.  i^y,  i^ 
^gijed  ^Uipofiu,  they,  excited  ^j^\\oiaf^  9II,  whjdv 

^^pd^  tp  H«V"P»:^  ri??»^^0  fiffensl  by.  (q^W  ^l-Acf 
^jp^d  to  hpve  ax:tf?0)plish?c|,  by  tr?aspn^  Tbq  «|l»tjH9r 
mWHf^>!^V^.%  ¥hc^  kipgplpiR  sfcipft  m  l^^yf  c«^ 
b/ac^d,  ha&dMjaRppin^^  \\^  %\^\yf¥^\p%f^(Sf^^ 
AO^  frusiraj^  t|ieif  s^^utQie^bc^^  9^^?%sp9  HM  MA* 
^\  .^  ?99^  Prpvid^i^Sfi  9^;  Q9^.  i|C53«nBqd,  ifR  tn^ 
bcf  empire  m  the  n^^  i)>y^iH3i  o^^.t^r^ 

vogred^  ^^^ucid* 

To  enter,  iiuo  ,^  political  disquisiti^D,  is,  fa^,  fiK^igai 
to  tl^e  occa^ipn^  ioiaii^icabl^  to  t^e  sut^jecti  an^  unbo* 
,ccNa|iiiig^  ti^e  ^pl^l^e  in  whjcb  \  ffldrc^  yqq.  X  WP!M)<I 
jaAcr  ppxpyaflp  you,  i^  br^brcn,  to  pj^oqio^,  as  (^ 
as  U .is  in  your  power, ''  pfi^ce  o|k  ear^fa^*'  apd[  est^bUiJb 
prder  ii^  sf)fiety«  vhich  isj  indeed,  19  ^emppstiiau^ 
c«  gopdrw^ill  tojvards  oKn^*'  I  wpuld  r^ij^F,  jt^nm^r 
yo^  by  .^n  ip9§^iy9  conduct,,  by  ^ptiipvigbb  aA4 
coQscieqtipiiSi.discb^rgeof  tfie  4^ties  o^your.KlvQral 
s^tions, — by  tl^  conpnHal,exei;ciseai^  i|pifQmpnM<^^ 
tice  of  t^^^virtues  and  ^acf;s  vUcb.  rea5pn/djisute% 
apd  C;i)ri^a;)^ty  enforces,  cleafly,  an4.MnequjiYQ<;^» 
to  deii|9jv^t(ia^.  tHat  you  arc.  vprtby  citiz^m  of  a 
Christian  cpinipM:mty9--rtbat  ypu  are  indupfd  bx  ^ 
motive  of  inferc^  ,and  coi^pelled  b;^^  s|  sf;n#e  of  duQ^ 
tp  <*  hpftp^  t^JMQg,  an4  to  subinHiyoftKUjlvcs  tp,  atf 
/'  whoafeiii^aui^rity:.uiMfcrbii9i^  .1  ,ii^wV&4llbff 
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]pe'fsuac(i?  you  to  cease  iflfisquicting  voqrsetves  with 
♦fs76nk^fy  prbjids  on  cqua^  it!prescntitl6ri  ^— dfi  um- 
veml  iiiffrage',-^dn  ariuukf  pa^^^^  orf  tfec 

fefrfiicrfon  of  tlie  national  dc w,-^svit)jic^  dii'^^Wnich 


diwSlf,  \%"\i  pds'sibfe,  tfiat'thc  genciafify  of  qpen  $h'o^^ 
Be  aiccjuainted  witfi  iHe  consfiiVtidn  of  gbVerniqent^ 
^'^ckfsiasddiU  and  civil  r  With  ine  iAilJrestsQif  ihesc- 
■vcfa[l  Slates'  retail vely  io  this  country,*  aridf  wit(i'  tlife 
'iritferdsts  of  ijnis  cqunlry*  relVtiveW  id  iheni  t  Tthese 
diirtgsTrfwght^  itVsfidul^  s'e^ifrii  1)C iinio  ifieilias*  ^tBe 
**  words  of  a  bbblc  iKal'  w  scaled,  WliicTi  when  men 
*^  deliver  to  one  that  is  learned ;  saying,  read  this,  I 
*'  pray  thee ;"  he  might  be  expected  **  to  say,  I  can- 
*^  not,  for  it  is  sealed.  And  when  the  book  is  deli- 
^'  vered  to  him  that  is  not  learned,  saying,  read  this, 
<•  I  pray  ihee;'*  he,  one  might  suppose^  would  ac- 
knowlege  his  incapacity,  and  say,  '^  I  am  not  learned.*' 
fie  it  our  care,  as  it  is  oar  duty,  to  conform  to  the 

*  My  readers,  who  have  not  an  oppof tonity  of  perusing  the 
posthunaous  works  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  however  on&vourable  may  be 
their  opinion  of  him,  as  a  moral  writer,  will  not,  perhaps,  be  dis« 
pleased  at  seeing  his  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  Parliamenury  Re« 
form. 

**  If  you  do  not,"  says  he,  in  a  Letter  to  kis  noble  Editor* 
^*  resist  the  spirit  of  innovation  in  the  first  attempt,  if  jroo  admit 
**  the  smallest  and  most  specious  change  in  our  parliamentary  tys* 
<*  tem,  YOU  ARE  LOST.  Yon  will  be  driven  from  one  step  to 
**  another;  from  principles  just  in  theory,  to  conteqoencet  most 
*'  pernicious  in  practice ;  znij^mr/rst  coMCestims  ^will  he  pfduetive 
**  ofeniery  iuhieqiKnt  mi$cbief,  for  which  you  will  be  answerable  to 
*'  your  country,  and  to  posterity/* 
The  whole  Letter  meriu  the  most  attentive  and  terioot  pemsaU 
X  2  laws 
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laws  of  the  country  in  which  we  live !  and.  instead  of 
being,  vainly,  puffed  up  with  our  supposed  knowlege 
of  politics  and  government,  let  us,  cheerfully,  contri- 
bute our  respective  proportions  towards  the  national 
expenditure.  And  let  us,  continually,  offer  up  our 
fervent  prayers  to  Almighty  God,  that  He  would  be 
pleased  to  ^^  make  wars  to  cease  in  all  the  earth,''— 
that  ^  righteousness  and  peace  may  kiss  each  other** — 
and  that  kings,  and  princeSf  and  rulers,  feeling  the 
paternal  care  for  their  subjects  and  their  people  which 
the  Gospel  inspires,  raiay^  with  one  heart,  and  one  soul» 
unite,  to  prevent  in  future,  the  cries  of  the  orphan,  and 
the  lamenutions  of  the  widow  I<~AM£N. 
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ON  A  DAY  OF  THANKSGIVING. 


*  jpsALM  cxivii.  14. 
He  tnaketh  peace  in  tfy  borders. 

IT  is  of  peace,  that  amiable  progeny  of  heaven;  of 
peace,  the  fruitful  parent  of  all  blessings;  of  na- 
tional peace,  preferable  to  the  most  splendid  triumphs^ 
on  which  I  am  th)s  day  to  expatiate.  What  subject 
so  proper  in  itself,  or  so  edifying  to  our  hearts  on  this 
day,  consecrated  by  the  piety  of  our  Sovereign  to  pre« 
sent  our  thanksgivings  to  the  Almighty  for  the  peace 
which  He  hath  granted  to  our  beloved  country,  ex- 
hausted, as  it  is,  by  a  long  and  expensive  war  ?  God 
grant  that  Britain  may,  ever,  be  the  refuge  of  peace; 
and  that  in  her  bosom,  peace,  that  source  of  every 
good,  may,  always,  find  an  asylum  I  May  He,  by 
whom  kings  reign  and  nations  prosper,  graciously  be 
pleased  to  grant,  that  ^^  peace  may,  always,  be  found 
•^  in  her  borders  r* 

*  Bertrand. 

X  3  Interpreters 
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Interpreters  suppose  that  the  sublime  Psalm  from 
which  these  words  are  taken,  was  composed  in  the 
time  of  Nehemiah^  when  the  Jews,  oft  their  return 
from  the  Babylonian  captivity^  had  such  abundant  cause 
to  acknowMg^  me  infinite  m^rcy  of  their  Almighty 
Benefactor.  The  sacred  Poet,  whoever  he  was,  bad 
offered  up  his  praises  unto  God  for  the  rebuilding  of 
the  walU  of  Jgrt^^iejji ;  %  .the  fbiipiUaice  Cff  the  bles« 
sings  which  His  liberal  Providence  had  dispensed  to 
them^  and  for  the  establishment  of  their  nation  in  their 
own  country.  He  then  adds,  in  all  the  lively  senti« 
ments  of  unfeigned  gratitude,  O  my  country,  "  He 
**  maketh  peace  in  thy  borders." 

Hence-  we  understand,  that  he  feels  all  the  advan-^ 

tages  of  peac^,  that  \%  is  persi^ai^edl  Judea  is,  solely, 

'  indebted  to  the  divine  protectioti,  for  it;  in  a  wordj 

*»t  ;<  g«««fu{.ps«C^  9Vgfc*:<Pfifa^  Gf>4  fqr  ^q  tr|u^ 

I^P  eW«  ««9  Ae  vkw4  9f  <bf  *#|*Q?  of  tbafeiftb  \ 
VlU  (W8t  thcv  th?  ltf)y«^)i%M  of  p«^,  wlpcj^  lyi^  aif^ 

^sjL^yal  st*Ji  Aet  feeferg  Xflu.^^p  4^iQf 4P.  yr|ii<*,  by 
*«  We JBsisg  oC  Ff ^yi4eBfi&  ^  4mi¥l:RWge4  . 
.  \\  F»^m,  ^Heprp!piiMen|;§gu^,i|^b}qh  ^is,  ffim^^y 
DpakiM  Aft  Swflppaft  V^MSS  Wi  Wb  <off  flftqu.  algf^i, 
i^ucq4  tft  Vill  *«*  Ww^i  *n4  ufastic  its  VWJW^J,  ¥^ 
BWyt  tlwgf?f9cc„  Haow  hpM[>  to.  v^ii^  th^  k^^yiiq^^l^ 
IM/ctSiSings  of  pjeice.  Th$  toye  w^9^  Mfq  Xji^s^  9JF  lil^ 
the  regard  which  we  shew  for  our  prop^^^,  ;^^i^a«> 
tion  in  which  we  hold  our  liberty,  the  value  which  we 
5  se( 
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^  ^  tftfj*  Religidrii  all  concur  to  miike  iis  feel  war  a 
chsi^U^^ehk,  and  peace  a  conisolatron. 

AVehave  not^  it  is  truct  from  the  happy  circuni;] 
-«tatac4  Ihai  this  coiihiry  i$  preserved  froni  invasion. 
t1i6  hd'rior  of  seeing  biir  Belds  covered  wltfi  the  dead^ 
or  our  rivers  flowing  with  human  blood*  We  know 
not  the  misery  pJF  having  our  soq.8  Forcibly  torn  from 
i6tir  embraces  to  arrest  the  fury  of  the  enemy,  or  to 
^ep^tr  ttie  losses  of  an  army» 

Not  only  our  persons,  but  our,  pdsscssions  and  goods 
are  preserved  from  the  violence  ana  licentiousness  of 
th^  soldiery,  who  often  pay  as  little  regard  to.  the  rules 
df  jaslide  aixiong  their  fqend^  and  allies,  as  to  the 
iai&s  of  humanity  among  their  •  ^emies.  How  many 
Aaiiohis,  both  innocent  aiid  deserving^  ha v^  been,  re- 
i)uced  to  Qiisery  by  enormpus  contributions,  or  by 
the  abominable  plunder  to  which  they  are  compelled 
to  siibniit  ?  The  accounts  we  have  received,  from  the 
dfaify  chaonek.  pf  commumcatipn,  of  all  ihe$e  desola- 
dons,  should,  surely,  impress  our  hearts  with  p  due. 
^hse.of  thie  happiness  pf  6ur.situation,^a|id  of  the 
gl^undant  mircies  voi*'-h«afipri  m  n^: 

6ur  liberty,  that 
ax  who  have  thie  pd^ 
privileges  peculiar  t 
depend  on  (he  will.  \ 
strangqr  to  u&,  and  t 
,  v$  the  caprite;  of  a 
•  by  a  standing  army, 
iatialle  aiqbitHon^  fo 
jecis  wHom  he.woLuJ( 

^  Horace,  Kb.  it,  Carmkiia  Ode  5. 
.  .  X  4  art 
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are  unable  to  bear,  and  of  CQj^laving  ac*Qnce  their 
persons  and  their  minds.  You  havp  been  armed)  it 
is  true,  but  it  was  for  your  own  defence,  for  the 
protection  of  your  families,  and  for  the  support  of  a 
Constitution,  which  is  both  your  happiness  and  se» 
curity. 

Lastly.  In  the  peace  which  Providence  ha;h  re- 
stored to  us,  our  public  worship  of  Almighty  God  is 
not  disturbed,  our  altars  are  not  profaned,  our  temples 
are  not  overthrown,  our  conscience  is  no(  constrained^ 
'We  can  worship  God  with  full  liberty,  and  can  im« 
prove  ourselves  without  restraint  in  our  holy  Re« 
ligion.  The  Scriptures  esteem  this  as  the  vtry  highest 
advantage  which  the  Jewish  nation  enjoyed  in  the 
midst  of  peace.  *'  He  shewed  his  word  unto  Jacobs 
*^  his  statutes  and  ordinances  unto  Israel:  He  hath 
^^  not  dealt  so  with  any  other  nation.  How  beautiful 
<^  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of  him. that 
"  bringeth  good  tidings,  that  publisheth'peace !  The 
**  Lord  is  good,  a  strong-hold  in  the  day  of  trouble, 
*'  and  He  knoweth  them  that  trust  in  Him."  Such, 
indeed,  are  the  sentiments  of  all  good  men,  who  know 
the  excellency  of  Religion  and  the  value  of  the  p^ri* 
vilege  of  worshipping  God  accorc^ing  to  their  con* 
science.     . 

How  many  other  advantages  doth  peace  bring  upon 
cprA!  Why  then,  O  God,  should  it  be  so  often 
troubled  by  the  ambition  of  conquests,  by  the  je«» 
lousies  of  pride,  by  vain  glory,  by  sordid  avarice? 
Let  all,  who  would  violate  peace  and  promote  war^  be 
esteemed  not  only  as  pernicious. citizensi  but.  as  the 
enemies  of  the  human  race.  Ah!  rather  may  we  all 
celebrate  the  advantages  c^f  j)eacq  may  ^e  all  imite  in 
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establishing  it;  may  sdiators  ii^bo  dedain%  at«fc*mqi 
who  dir^t^and  Kings  who.sanictioiiytll>  all  coMur  ift 
the  love  of  peace ! 

II.  The  Almighty,  oftentr  than  once,  i^ipean  ta 
have  interrupted  .the  course  .of  nature  f^r  the  purpose^ 
of  ob^ijning  an  e3(traordinary  defiyierance  for  .ibe 
children  of  Israel,  and  of  granting  them  peace  by  the 
operation  ti  unexpected  miracles.  As  their  God  in  a. 
inoreeipecial  oianner.  He  gave  them  proofi  of  a  pc-> 
culiar  protection.  But  what  I  if  the  Supreme  Being 
doth  not  appear  to  protect  va  by  mirades,  shall  we  be 
so  stupid^  or  so  ungrateful,  as  to  renounce  His  sove- 
reignty, *^  who  maiteth  peace  in  our  borders?** 

God  governs  this  world  by  hia  Providence;  thb  is  a 
truth  su^^ted  by.  reaspOi  All,  even  tbe  most  irifling^ 
events  happqd,  merely^  through  tho;permissbn,  and 
direction  pf  an'^U-wise  SupcrintetidenoTi:  Author  of 
humai^  sojcietiesj  the  Almighty  vouchsales  to  govern^ 
and  take  care  of  them,  conformably  to  His  wisdom 
a|id  goodiiess.  l 

,  David,  jconvioced.  of  this  truths  beseeched  God  that 
He  would  grant  peace  ta  Jerusalem :  ^'  Pray  for  the 
^^  peace  of  Jerusalem.  May  peace  be  within  her 
^^  walls!"  And  Isaiah,  sp^ks  thus  unto  his  Alniiglkty 
{>efendq',  ^M^r^^  thou  wilt  ordain,  peace  for 'Us :  for^ 
^  thou  also  hast  wrought  all  our  works  in  wJ*  The 
first  Christians,  influence4  by  the  sainc  per^qasion^  of* 
ieied  in  their  public  worship,  public  praters,  for  the 

>  V!9^ ^^^  PF!^'T^^^  ^f  *^  ♦ewpire.       ,; ; 

^"  llf  we  look  into  tbe  Ifistory  of  this  C9!mHry,.JiDd  oh* 
aervc  the  perils^to  which  it  hasf  fi:cqu^tlyi;lMmi  Or 
"     ..."       •    ,  .i'     :/.'^/-    '  - 

posc^ 
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,  eto  «e  ooBle«|kiitt,  wiibaut  watAatunMt  miA 
the  iMam  bf  itfhich  PHoti^kMotf  hes  Mi- 
cued  «u  from  niia,  and  esablisbed  tM  jn  jiiitef  It- 
s'0«d'lllin'«lM»  *«  fMkMh|itac«ili  ouf  kof^tCftnd 
mt/f  Hubmt  fwoai  Kvtito  id  w  the  t^MWcfki* 
of  Hi>¥0%  vuibty  dedtredi  oiote  tbiM  tfttt^  iA  od^ 
fcvor* 
'  WtUiiiy<Mi0lay,4M(W»iiMi«dfetfM4  Airti«it«tisr 

tut f  otto  ftmtOMrt of «ur Conttitdtkxi^  wMtb Mi- 
iMMM  die  mitSkm  of  tlw  ««rf  kMrett  «Ui9ea<<»r«6tidyi 
M  flw  Mod  «»CTlmu  tliioMgh  ^very  pkrt  of  c  hadfhf 
body? 

Ti««c,/it  k  «cAiilowleg«dt  AM  Mitb«  4f6ititiina 
\Aadk  iie  oMKlfal  jfoddnesif  df  out'  I^rofeitttf^  hcA' 
linolf  diieeied:  to  bl«ik  tt»  n^itb.t^  Bles«lii|^  i^pine^^ 
B«t  Id  01 4eam  lo  pittte  tl|ft»ugli>  tfrfr  clOad  of  itc&tA 
oaatM)  there  to  Utowtt  ataitnmVii  Otfd  w^oMKIttl 
tfacnii. 

Is  it  not  by  His  gracious  goodness  that  itef^ate  h^lt 
aubled  to  ftxmii  aiMvy;«nd  iv  iinot!lfeilrho^(^tb 
tv  oar  c«adi2ndei«  sIMt-  td  ^i^  ttnd  ^  Otti*thttfhdifi^ 
ODOrafrtoeMicuit^  '      ' 

^  it  Mt  <li«  wikdotti  of  heivm  iifMdl  has  <fit«cted 
OM  Ltgiibtaf«,%y!«»ft(tte'<6uMMfe  iv^'lMveBMn-lx^ 
dMCto  pr4Merved«-*<i6iifnfeb  Wbteh  {ii:i^^i1e«enr«d  us' 
frtm  the  A«nt|]r  «Ci«v«iu(ittn^?'         ^ 

In  Am!^  iy  if  niM  God>M4ici,  RioMAi(s^^'!li«^^ 
kings  in  His  ban^#itf  1iid}nhl^^dMtir,'dst{^d^rDli)^ 
tfatir  iMd^  bMb  dxAiated  Uie  f  R^i  of*  <f)b^  iHio 
i»«teiaMiit«l)f|g:4»w«atiMdtetMctibH^   *    .,  r-' 

Notwithstanding  the  modes  of  defence  on  which, 
tirjth  atjidMlcNW  »tinte^piitiNim|«abdS'xtiii/sometimes 

reckons; 
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if/^qa^^  fhpald  our  $10$  be  so  oiaiqr^  and  to  aggnu 
va^  ^."to  pFpvokc  the  AMgkty  id  fofsakc  u%  bf 
wb^t  »  Vfifictjr  of  oeaoS)  ^  ^y  ^at  unexpected  mA 
unforeseen  evi(Dt3  m^  ve  iK>t  be  brought  Co  destrac-* 
tion?  He  might  permit  a  ^irit  of  ftctioo  and  off 
d^cord  to  diffuie  ks  permcjous  pokon  both  throiigb- 
9^  the  mighty  aod  the  meapi  and  we  might  be  a? er» 
|irl^^:Ji«fd  ^91*9^  cjveaby  aurselve«.  H^w  maoy  other 
ciif  imiita,nees^  which  we  can  oeitber  Ibiieflee  nor  ^n^ 
▼fnt>  natgtft  disturb  our  doneatic  r^o«e>- endanger 
fl}r  p^no^a)  Kbenyt  and  annUiilato  our  civil  ex* 
i#lfmf}  ?  Sy  acquaintii^  oui^lves,  thotoughlyf  wkh 
^  h^tory  of  oiher  atatcf,  we  oaay  acquire  die  ton* 
vtqtipat  dwt  ^^  havc»  without  the  di?iM  prolcetioii, 
laon  to  dnmdtiban  wc^  commoiily,  iangine.  How 
fMPy  «»lf4K¥t(ed  empures,  of  which  we  know  ntf  more 
^  by  bwtorw  wofd^I  Hqmt  many  stately  enjoying 
a  pr^Qemy  which  a|q^e«^  10  promise  them  a  dwra^ 
t^n  <;oexistent  with  the  wdrlc^  ac^  through  exiiernal^ 
V<)4n|Qroal9.caii9e«,iaUen  into  entire  decay  I  tqaching 
us  that  it  is,  solely,  in  the  protection  of  Meaven  tiiat 
ya  «W  t^  «cpect  our  a^cnrify,.  a9d  plaoe  cMf  cqnfi- 
de^tcf :  i^^  war(j,^  that  it  is  God  whQ  gjtvwb  pe«co  ta 
cv^?«uotry. 

Jkmy>\^vifWt  ^f  FtJOYideacAr  should  h|ad  us  to» 
^qip^^od  by  tihc  pi4ty  of  oi^r  tbanfcsgifnogs,  to  obey^ 
^ip^^bl^qtlgh  a  spirit  of  |ove,  to  nnploffe  His  macy^ 
t^qug^  a  ^pse  of  our  dependence :  ^ch.  ^e  the  dii|iefr 
\lij^  *(i  Wi  lastly,  to  lay  l>efore  you, 

^L  Q^nyioced  thai;  it  is  to  the  protection  oC 
Heaven  that  .w^q  ar^  iMdpbteA  for  a)l  the  advantagei^ 
ao^Wfig,  ftom  pea^  w^  ought,  ^ftcr  the  example,  and 
ad^qoiidfog  tQ  ^  dii^ction,,  ^i  thoi  authqr  of  tb« 
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3i€         On  a  Say  6f  TbMhgivingfer  Peace.' 

P^Im  from  which  my  text  h  taken,  to  testify  our 
thanksgivings  to  our  Almighty  £ienefactor.  **  'Praise  the 
**  'Lord,'  for  it  is  a  good  thing  to  give  praises  unto  our 
•*  <5od)  yea  a  joyful  and  pleasant  thing  it  is  to  be 
^  thanfkftil.  Sing  unto  the  Lord  with  thanksgiving, 
*•  sihg  praises  unto  our  God.  Prais^  the  Lord,  O 
^  Jerusalem,  praise  thy  God,  O  Sion.  For  He  hath 
•^  strengthened  tfie  bars  of  thy  gates;  He  hath  blessed 
^  thy  children  within  thee.  He  maketh  peace  in  thy 
,/^  bbrders,  and  fiUeth  thee  With  ilie  flour  of -wheat. *• 
Sovereigns  ahd  Subjects,  statesmen  and  citizens,  let  \xt 
gi^ef  praises,  and  pour  out  our  thanksgivings,  untoouf 
God.  Let  us  say  with  the  Prophet  Isaiah,.  ^  I  will 
<*  mention  the  loving-kindnesses  of  the  L6rd,  and  the 
^*  ][iraises  of  the  Lord,  according  to  all  that  the  Lord 
^*  bath  bestowed  on  us,  according  to  Hiis  mercies^  and 
^  according  to  the  multitude  of  His  loving<^kindnesses« 
**  ^or  He  said^  surely  they  are  my  children,  so  He  was 
^  their  Saviour.  O  happy  are  the  people  that  are  in 
^  such  a  case>  yta  blested  are  the  people  who  have  the 
«  Lord  for  their  God  !'• 

But  this  thanksgiving,  if  it  be  lively  and  sincere, 
will,  infallibly,  influence  our  whole  conduct,  and  will 
engage  us  to  obey  God  through  a  prindple  of  love, 
that  we  may  preserve  His  favor«  ^  which  is  better  than 
^<  the  life  itself.  Blessed  is  the  nation  whote  God  ia 
«*  the  'Lord,  and  the  people  whom  He  hath  chosen  for 
•*  His  own  inheritance."  Sovereign  and  subjects,  let 
us  make  this  peace  which  God  hath  granted  us  con« 
duc?ve  to  our  real  interests ;  let  us  serve  God  with 
zeal,  let  us  consecrate  ourselves  to  Him  with  fidelity, 
let  us  devote  ourselves  to  whatever  is  useful  to  our 
Aeigbbors^  our  brethren,  and  to  society.    Rejoicing 
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On  a  pty  (f  Tbankspyingfcr  PfMf.        :^if 

in  the  peace  we  have  obtained  with  our  enciqies,  jqt 
us  learn  to  live  in  peace  with  each  other,  w(t|i  opr 
families,  with  oar  neighbors,  and  with  our  frjends.^  U 
is  by  an  irreproachable  conduct  only,  that  we  qan  pre- 
vail  with  the  Giver  of  every  good  gift,  to  continue  lo 
us  His  blessings.  We  have,  in  the  Psalm  before  us^  n 
proof  of  the  truth  of  this  doctrine*  The  kingdom  of 
Judah,  which  continued  attached  to  the  true  God^ 
reigned  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  years  after  that  of 
Israel,  which  was  much  greater  and  more  powerful^ 
but  which,  seduced  by  Jeroboam,  worshipped  golden 
calves  in  Dan  and  in  Bethel.  Tranported  both  to 
Babylon  as  slaves,  the  ten  tribes  lost  their  hert^geand 
their  sovereignty,  but  the  two  tribes,  after  seventy  years 
of  captivity,  re-established  under  the  princes  of  the 
house  of  David,  flourished  until  the  time  appointed 
for  their  dissolution. 

States  have,  often,  been  compared  to  the  human 
body.  They  have,  equally,  their  birth,  the  period  of 
their  vigor,  their  decay,  and  their  death.  Sometimes 
states,  and  men  perish  through  sudden  accidents,  but 
these  dissolutions  are  not  common.  Sometimes  they 
both  die  through  an  internal  defect  of  constitution. 
But  the  most  ordinary  deaths  derive  their  source. from 
acquired  maladies,  which  both  contract  voluntarily,  by 
the  indulgence  of  vice,  of  passions,  and  of  excess. 
May  the  love  of  our  country  produce  in  us  religious 
principles,  and  exemplary  condua ! 

Since,  then.  Providence  hath  granted  to  us  the 
blessings  of  peace,  let  us,  in  order  that  we  may  estab- 
lish  and  perpetuate  it,  implore  the  mercy  of  Heaven 
upon  our  country,  and  supplicate  Him  who  '<  never 
**  slumbereth  norsleepeth,'*  to  continue  to  us  His  pro* 
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tectkm  «i!d  fotor:  let  itf  fatbc  rej^entam  Erearts^  and 
dcaa  hcindi^  tchiht  Auihor  ofM  ^66d. 

May  a  perpetual  peace  be  estsblfaficltf  andoingf  oif! 
Mvy^  tteneeTof  tb^  fieithef  Aflfeithce  oF  tdigi^n^  tiour 
oppositlotr  df  imenestsr,  dislttrb-odt  qtlitil  Be  pfeafisedy 
O  GoAf  to  eradicaHe'  aU  tht  seeds  of  jediouty  and 
tf  secret  ythith  might  intemipt  the  peace  we  are  tfiis 
4fey  assembfed  m  conmiemdrate !  ft  &  By  ctmcorti 
andmutcnd  eonfid'ence  that  we  stoiR'  secute'  die  respect 
ef  those  we  h«ve  eonsniered'  H:^  entmier,  aftid  obtain 
prosperity .  witMn'  ourtcfves.  We  am*  all  Ghrisiiani, 
(fisdples  of  die  same  Savfour,  ah  slttiicHed^  to  die  es^ 
9dadA  doctrmes  of  that  H<4y  Refigion,  whidb  in^i^ 
senthnentsr  ofpeacet  oFlove,  of  tolemiidny  of  support! 
Happy  if  we  suffer  oursdves^  individually^  to  be  in^ 
fiqcnced*by  tfnrm  I' 

And  do  thou.  Father,  by  whom  kings  reign,  Mb* 
narchoFhcawrt  and  earth,  Sovetcigrt  Disposer  of  the 
Ibt  of  every  country,  establish  peace,  ifre  beateccft 
Thee,  throughout  the  world  f  Inspire'senittoi^,  sutes- 
men,  and'princes,  with  the  Ibve  of  peatcf,  atid  ju&tice; 
And,  above  all,  we  implore  Thee,  preSfefve  to  this 
united  kingdom,  with  tte  security  of  peace,  the  know* 
lege  of  Christianity,  tbarit  may  prodbce  in  u^  the 
ifruits  oF  good' living,  and  thai  we,  and^oiif  ch1lHi«i, 
and  children's  children,  to  tbo  latest  postotlly,  ma/ 
profess  it  in  purity,  and  practise  it  in  truth  r 
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Wfen  iBmi  bast  tatfK,  oH^art/kilf  itmtlhitjMt  Khs 
ib^Lord'tbf  G^,for  tbefpod  kUi9hi€btkhaH^pven 

BetoaH^  tbdt  tbou  fitgef  mt  Alt  Hirti  tfy  €0^  m  mt 

ieefiffg  His  eomumAnenh^  atd  Ki  jiu^ment^  md 

"ITI^HEPf  the  jfewiah  fetdfer  fiiad  eondtaddl  the 
^  "^  dliidren  oP  Israet  ibrotig^  tH  ^  the  cvili  Md 
^  Irottbtesf^  they  had^  utu^aidablyV  ta  encottoder  ill 
^n  pat^ag^  tbrotigh  a  country^  aondiniea  batrai^  and 
soaietimes  hostile^  and  brought*  them  'inmost'  within 
«ghtof  the  promised  land  1  he  concentrates  in  one  view 
the  sniires  they  had  esi^pedi  ilie  dangers  dief  had 
overcom^)  die  judgments  they  had  teperienced^  and 
Ih^  manner  in  which,  during  the^  ^pace  of 'forty  yearsj 
^y  were,  by  the  visible  interpoiitfonof  the  A4mightyi 
l^rc^mfed  <<  witbbread^co  ea^  aiMl: water  to  drinl^:*^ 

^  Ptcschid'at  Jtt>sisiLDiam1ij  Oet^  %i%  ^796^  Never  beftn 
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thus  impressing  their  minds  with  a  sense  of  their  own 
unworthiness,  of  the  majesty  of  God^  of  the  severity 
of  His  ji^<}gmpnts»  and  of  the  extent  of  His  love;  he 
beseeches  thein'as  men^  he  conjures  them  as  God's  pe* 
culiar  people^  when  *<  the  Lord  their  God  shall  have 
^  brovght  tbeni  into  the  good. land — a  land  of  wheat 
<^  and  barley — a  land  wherein  they  should  not  lack 
^^  any  thing — to  remember  and  to  bless  the  Lord  their 
^  God  for  the  good  land  Which  He  had  given  them." 

It  hath,  in  imitation  of  such  an  example^  seemed  good 
to  our  most  religious  apd  gracious  Kiag,  to  enjoin  the 
Ministers  of  our  Church,  to  offer  unto  God,  in  every 
CQqgregationj  a^neral  Form  of  Thanksgiving  for  thp 
late  abua(i(fnt  .Haryest,  and  auspicious  Season.  A 
measure  so  fraught  with  piety  towards  Him,  ^  from 
<<  whofQ  a|l  good  things  4o  cpme;*'  so  congenial  to 
the  sentiments  of  every  thinkipg  creature,  redeemed  by 
His  mercy,  and  supported  by  I^is  hand,  that  the  heart 
of  every  person  here  assembled  is,  I  doubt  not,  moved 
with  the  devout  rapture  of  tbe^  Psalmist,  ^  Praisethe 
^  Lord,  O  •my  sdu)i  and  aU  that  is  injthin  me,  praise  . 
!V  His  l^ly  name^  Praise  the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and 
^  forget  not  all  His  benefiu,  who  saveth  thy  life  froai 
^^  destructioi^,  and  crowneth  tl^ee  with  mercy  and  lov* 
**  ing-kindness.^* 

On  the  propriety,  therefore,  of  appointing  a  Form 
of  Thanks^ving,  I  need  not,  I  presume,,  expatiate. 
Every  countenance  expresses  the  duty-r- every  tongue 
proclaims  the  necessity,  of  lifting  up  our  hearts  unto 
the  Lord,  a(;knowleging  the  marvellous  lovingJund- 
ness  of  our  God,  in  incontestably  obviating  the  pre* 
texts  of  scarcity  widi  which  some  men  were  alarmed^— > 
in  removing  the  veils  of  concealment,  by  means  of 

whtcbj 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Thanhgiviftgfor  ok  ahutidaat  Harvesk       31 1 

^ich,  others  were  perplexed  with  doubts,  and  agitated 
with  apprehensions. 

To  alleviate  the  wants  of  the  poor^  during  the  late 
severe  scarcity^  the  wages  of  labor  were  raised^  in  a 
degree  of  proportion  to  the  necessaries  of  life.  Wbat^ 
ever  the  occupation,  the  artisan^  the  manufacturer,  the 
laborer^  though  he  perceived  his  expences  increasing^ 
was  each,  from  his  increase  of  wages,  enabled^  by  se- 
vere frugality,  to  support  them.  But  the  aged  and  in-^ 
firm«— they  who  live  on  a  small  stated  allowance— -^the 
handicraftsman,  and  the  persons  of  litde  trade,  and 
small  capital,  deriving  their  subsistence  from  the  retail 
of  trifling  articles;  ashamed,  it  may  be,  to  beg,  sufl 
fered  more  than  might  at  first  be  conceived,  and  more 
dian  their  sensibility  would,  perhaps,  allow  them  to 
expose  to  public  observation. 

There  is  another  description  of  men,  they,  who  form 
the  connecting  link  in  the  chain  of  society^  between 
the  highest  and  the  lowest,  whose  support  arises  from 
settled  incomes,  and  which,  whatever  be  the  com* 
plexion  of  the  times,  admit  of  no  advance ;  these  feel 
the  effects  of  the  deamess  of  provisions,  all  origi- 
nating in  the  high  price  of  corn,  with  force  almost  be- 
yond what  the  pen  can  describe,  or  the  imagination 
can  paint.  Many  of  this  description,  accustomed, 
from  circumstances  unnecessary  to  be  here  enumerated, 
to  little  elegances  and  ceruin  indulgences,  which  their 
situation  in  life  allowed,  and  their  respectability  in 
society  sanctioned,  have  been,  lately,  compelled  to  make 
a  total  sacrifice  of  indulgences  and  elegances,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  purchase  bread 
and  provisions  for  their  families. 

Vol.  III.  Y  When 
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When  we  consider  the  evils  endured  by  the  mid'^ 
dling  and  the  lower  classes  of  the  community,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  high  price  of  corn,  our  hearts  meic 
within  us.  But  we  were  all  threatened  with  heavier 
calamities.  The  privations  to  which  we  were  com- 
pelled to  submit  were  made  the  foundation  of  a  pre- 
text to  exasperate  the  poor  to  acts  of  violence,  and  to 
scenes  of  tumult.  And  is  it  not  believed  by  every 
man  of  reflection,  that  such  acts  of  violence,  and 
tcenes  of  tumult,  were  designed  as  ^^  the  beginning  of 
^  sorrows  ?*'  as  the  general  signal  for  an  attempt  to 
be  made  by  desperate  men,  to  overthrow^  by  one  des* 
perate  effort,  the  Constitution  both  of  Church  and 
Sute  ?  Should  the  Country  be  oppressed  AGAIN 
and  AGAIN — should  the  tempers  of  the  poor  be  a 
SECOND  and  a  THIRD  time  tried  by  such  cruel 
engines  of  oppression,  who  can  say  what  may  be  the 
result  of  such  shameful  monopoly — what  the  conse- 
quence of  such  iniquitous  speculations?  He  who 
shall  devise  with  wisdom,  and  execute  with  resolution, 
a  plan  by  which  such  extortionate  rapacity  may  be  re- 
strained, will  be  considered  as  having  rendered  a  more 
essential  service  to  his  country,  than  the  General  who 
hath  exterminated  its  rebellious  sons,  and  vanquished 
its  foreign  foes. 

The  subject  on  which  I  am  now  addressing  you, 
hath,  as  is  well  known  to  every  person  in  this  assem- 
bly, been  invariably  considered,  as  inseparably  con- 
nected, not  only  with  the  present,  but  the  future  wel- 
fare of  the  community. — nay,  perhaps  with  the  pre- 
servation of  the  Constitution.  But  it  behoves  ijs  to 
consider  further,  that  '^  unless  the  Lord  keep  the  city, 
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^  tbe  watchman  waketh  but  in  vain  :"  unless  our  con-^ 
du6t  be  such  as  to  induce  Him  to  behold  us  with  an 
eye  of  mercy,  our  Constitution  in  Church  and  State^ 
the  Fabric  upon  which  a  Briton  looks  wiih  religious 
veneration,  will  tumble  into  ruins. 

X  will,  therefore,  beg  the  continuance  of  your  atten- 
tion, whilst  I  enforce  upon  you  the  words  of  the  text* 
^^  When  thou  hast  eaten,  and  art  full,  then  thou  shall 
*^  bless  the  Lord  thy  God  for  the  good  land  which 

**  He  h^th  given  thee. Beware  that;  thou  forget 

**  not  the  Lord  thy  God,  in  not  keeping  His  com-^ 
^^  mandments,  and  His  judgments,  and  His  statutes^ 
*^  which  I  command  thee  this  day." 

The  abundant  harvest  with  which  we  have  been 
blessed,  and  the  very  favourable  season  with  which  it 
was  attended,,  demand  our  warmest  acknowiegenientSj 
our  most  devout  thanksgivings  to  Him,  who  looketh 
with  compassion  on  the  works  of  his  own  hands.  Sup-^ 
plied,  as  we  are  *'  with  bread  to  eat  without  scarce- 
"  ness,"  and  permitted,  such  is  our  happy  lot — whilst 
other  nations  are  harrassed  with  the  calamities  of  war, 
smarting  under  the  scourge  of  oppression,  or  stricken 
with  the  rod  of  revolt— to  sit  in  quiet,  and  without  ap- 
prehension, each  "  under  his  own  vine,  and  under  his 
**  own  fig-tree;"  how  powerfully  are  we  summoned 
by  the  warning  voice  of  gratitude,  by  the  solemn 
call  of  duty,  to  beware  that  **  we  forget  not  the 
**  Lord  our  God  in  not  keeping  His  command- 
**  ments,  and  His  judgments,  and  His  statutes!'* 
I  will  not  intermingle  with  the  piety  of  thanks- 
giving, the  description  of  our  national  character;  con- 
templated through  the  medium  of  morality  and  Re-^ 
ligion;  but  you   will  allow  ipe  earnestly  to  exhort 
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you  to  the  observance  of  some  duties^  whicb^  in  the 
several  situations  we,  respectively,  fill  in  societyi  are^ 
it  may  be,  carelessly  overlooked,  or  unaccountably 
forgotten.  To  those  then  who  constitute  the  most 
numerous,  as  well  as  the  most  useful  part  of  it,  ^^  who 
^^  ea^n  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brow,"  I  shall 
address  such  reflections  as  cannot,  indeed^  escape  the 
most  common  observer^  but  which  force  themselves  * 
with  peculiar  power  upon  the  mind  of  every  Minister 
of  the  Gospel,  who  is  solicitous  to  establish  in  the 
hearts  of  men,  the  doctrines  which  that  Gospel  teaches, 
and  to  influence  their  conduct^  by  the  precepts  which 
it  prescribes* 

Now  from  whatever  cause  it  proceeds^  certain  it  h, 
that  many,  very  many  of  the  description  of  people  1 
am  now  addressing,  live  and  die  in  total  ignorance  of 
the  nature  of  the  Christian  Covenant.  But  you,  my 
Christian  brethren,  who  frequent  the  house  of  God— >- 
whether  from  a  consciousness  of  duty,  which  you  dare 
not  violate-— from  the  power  of  habit,  which  p^xkces 
no  farther  influence  on  your  mind— or  from  the  sug- 
gestion of  accident,  which  conducts  you  hither — what- 
ever be  your  motive — be  prevailed  upon  to  consider 
^seriously  with  yourselves,  that  THIS  is  indeed  "  the 
<*  house  of  God,*'  where  He  commands  the  attendance 
both  *'  of  high  and  low,  of  rich  and  poor,''  that  ihcy  all 
may  be  taught  the  principles,  and  by  the  operaiioivof 
those  principles,  be  impelled  to  the  practice  of  the  du- 
ties of  Christianity>.  That  you  may  fulfil  the  com- 
mand in  its  strictest  sense,  let  *<  what  you  hear  pro* 
**  duce  in  you  the  fruits  of  good  living."  And  whilst 
others*-^lacing  all  their  delight  in  9  scheme  of  sue* 
i  cessful  rapine,  or  a  night  of  riotous  intemperance,  live 
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1^  prey  to  the  dread  of  detection,  and  the  instigations  of 
remorse^— you,  supported  by  the  reflections  upon  a 
veil-spent  life,  and  an  unshaken  reliance  on  the  merits 
of  your  Redeemer,  will  alurays  be  enabled  to  look 
backward  on  the  past,  with  comfortable  remembrance^, 
and  forward  to  the  future,  with  enlivening  hope. 
Whilst  your  neighbors  dying,  daily,  around  you,  to- 
tally unacquainted  with  the  God  who  created,  and  tlie 
Saviour  who  redeemed  them ;  or  distracted  with  the! 
apprehensions  of  going  into  the  presence  of  the  God, 
whose  Holy  Day  they  have  all  their  life  long  profaned, 
and  whose  sacred  name  they  have  continually  blas- 
phemed ;  overwhelmed  with  the  reflection  of  having 
prepared  their  children  by  example,  and  trained  them 
by  precept,  for  the  punishment  they  feet,  even  whilst 
they  are  lingering  on  the  brink  of  eternity— you,  ori 
the  Contrary,  will  behold  *<  the  valley  of  the  shadow 
^^  death,'*  exempt  from  the  terrors  of  guilt,  and  the  ap* 
prehensions  of  punishment.  By  a  virtuous  life,  which 
can  alone  produce  so  holy  a  death,  determine  this  day 
**  to  bless  the  Lord  your  God  for  the  good  land  which 
^*  He  hath  given  you  :'*  let  Religion  be  the  strong  and 
active  principle,  always  working  upon  your  minds,  and 
regolatttig  your  behavior,  that  you  never,  henceforth, 
*^  forget  the  Lord  your  God^  in  Qot  keeping  His  com^ 
mandmems,  at)d  His  judgments,  and  His  lUtutes." 

Among  the  middle  rank  of  men  it  has,  always,  been 
supposed,  that  Religion  has  chosen  her  peculiar  babi- 
tation^ .  In  that  class  of  society  it  is^  that  all  men  l6tfk 
for  th^  greatest  propriety  of  demeanor,  the  strictest 
principles  of  rectitude,  the  highest  degree  of  piety.  If 
indeed  we  tdke  a  view  of  our  religious  assemblies,  if 
we  estimate  the  number  of  our  constant  communicants, 
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we  generally  find  in  every  parish,  that,  of  the  descrip- 
tion of  men,  which  constitutes  the  middle  rank,  our 
congregations  in  general,  and  our  communicants  in 
particular,  are  chiefly  composed.     Yet  among  those 
persons  so  worthily  distinguished,  we  cannot  but  be 
apprehensive,  that  there  is  sometimes  *'  the  form  of 
^'  godliness  without  the  power;"  and  that  the  period 
of  their  religious  services  returns  without  due  prepara-* 
tion  of  heart*     Let  me  here  remark  that,    from  the 
frequer)t  intercoutse  of  familiar  visits,  a  spirit  of  pry- 
ing curiosity,  of  pensure,  and  of  scandal,  is  extremely 
prevalent.     To  countenance  scandal  in-  others,  or  to 
propagate  it  ourselves,  is  the  entertainment  of  only 
yreak  ipinds :  I  am,  however,  compelled  to  add,  that  a 
spirit  of  piety  towards  God,  and  of  uncharitablenes^ 
towards  men,  does  not  subsist  in  the  same  breast.     I 
cannot  conclude  this  part  of  my  discpiurse  without  ob« 
serving,  that  it  is  very  devoutly  to  be  wished,  (bat  the 
iniddleclgss  of  society  would  pay  a  greater  regard  tdthe 
Kligious  condqct  of  their  deper^dents.     How  many  men 
fEire  engaged  in  your  service,  whose  faces  are  never 
^een  within  the3e  t^acred  walls  ?  whp,  instead  of  de* 
voting  the  X^ord'^  Day  to  religious  worship,  and  ex- 
jemplary  coriduct,  employ  the  morning  in  y$iir  coor- 
j^ongems,  the  afternoon  in  indolence,  and  the  evening 
in  profligacy?    Jf  there  be  advantages  in  religion,  im- 
part them  unto  those  wl^Q  are  indebted  to  you  for  their 
spbsistcnce.     Yqu  need  not  tp  interpose  the  influence 
of  your  authofity,  ypu  will  accomplish  yoqr  purpose 
|)y  the  power  of  persuasion.   Jiave  yoi|  re.eeived  bless- 
ipgs  from  the  Almighty  yourselves  ?  by  laying  up  in 
a  napkin  the  talent  committed  to  you,  you  prevent  the 
jnfliience^  and  pounieract  the  power^  of  his  Graces: 
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you  resemble  an  ungrateful  soil,  and  a  sandy  desart^ 
vbere  the  sun  loses  his  seasons,  and  where  the  showers 
produce  only  thistles  and  weeds.  Rather  let  us,  for 
the  mercies  which  the  Lord  our  God  hath  vouchsafed 
to  us,  bless  His  holy  name;  and  let  us,  by  vigilant 
circumspection,  "  beware  that  we  do  not  forget  Him, 
^^  an  not  keeping  His  commandments^  and  His  judg* 
**  ments,  and  His  statutes," 

In  addressing  myself  to  the  higher  ranks  of  men,  I 
am,  extremely,  solicitous  so  far  to  interest  their  atten* 
tion,  as  that  they  may  be  induced  to  '^  receive  the 
**  word  with  meekness."  And  humbly  do  I  implore 
the  Almighty,  that  He  would,  graciously,  be  pleased  to 
accompany  my  arguments  with  such  power,  and  my 
exhortations  with  such  efficacy,  that  my  reasoning  may 
convince,  and  my  entreaties  may  prevail ! 

To  you  then,  who  are  possessed  of  ^^  this  worId*s 
^^  ga'>ds,"and  who  stand  as  ^^  a  beacon  on  an  hill," direct- 
ing  the  steps,  and  influencing  the  actions  of  beholders, 
permit  me  to  suggest  to  you,  that,  according  as  you 
reverence  the  ordinances,  and  fulfil  the  precepts,  of 
the  Gospel,  the  lower  class  almost  entirely,  and  the 
middle  rank  of  men  in  a  great  degree,  will  be  decent 
or  profligate,  regular  or  immoral.  If  you,  consider* 
ing  yourselves  as  participating  in  the  common  bless* 
ings  of  Christianity,  would  demonstrate  to  the  world, 
by  your  religious  conduct,  your  sense  of  the  loving- 
)cindnes3  of  God,  so  peculiarly  manifested  towards 
you,  soon,  very  soon,  would  Religion  become  more 
engaging  in  its  appearance,  more  extensive  in  its  in* 
iluence,  and  more  powerful  in  its  effects*.     However 

exemplary 

•  More  powerful  in  its  effects* — The  characteristics  of  a  society, 
litring  tinder  the  iofluence  of  the  Gospel. Dispensation,  arc  conceived 
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exemplary  the  demeanor,  zealous  the  labors^  and 
animated  the  exhortations  of  the  Clergy,  yet  so  attract 
tive  is  greatness,  so  dazzling  is  splendor,  that  our  dis** 
courses  are  heard  with  indifference,  vrhiist  your  de- 
portment is  copied  with  emulation  \ 

But  you  are  not  only  required  to  encourage  virtue 
by  your  conduct,  but  to  suppress  vice  by  your  autho* 
rity. 

Can  you  then,  whilst  you  behold,  and  you  cannot 
but  behold,  the  profligacy  of  many  of  your  depen* 

with  such  energy  of  mind,  and  delineated  with  such  elegiooe  df 
dictionj  by  the  inimiuble  Flechle)-,  that  I  cannot  refoie  myself  th^ 
'  gratification  of  inserting  the  passage^  '^  Quelle  serolt  la  douceur  de 
*'  la  societe,  qui  se  regleroit  selon  PEvangile?  Chacun  seroit 
^'  content  de  sa  rocation,  et  vivroit  sans  inquietude,  et  sans  envic 
*^  Le  pauvre  serviroit  saTis  impatience,  le  riche  coramartderoic  sans 
•«  orgueil ;  ••  le  peBj)le  seroit  laborieux  sans  ^ut  inqukt ;  ••  I'ar- 
'<  tisan  indostrieox  sans  ^tie  trompeur.  Point  d'entie  parn;i  les 
<'  pareils,  point  de  procds,  point  dc  fraodes  dans  le  trafic^  point  de 
^<  trahison  dans  les  confiances,  point  d'infidclite  dans  les  amitiesj 
*<  point  de  medisance  dans  les  conversations.  Chacun  par  dd 
*^  offices  mutuels  se  rendroit  agreable,  et  utile  aax  autres,  et  s'etu* 
<^<  dieroit  jl  lessaciter,  pour  ainsi  dire,  cehi  qui  meur^'^ 

Sermtms,  Vd.  III. 
♦  Whilst  j6Mr  deUrtmiut  is  cofied  njoUh  emuUtwH.'^**  Lea  Graddi 
*^  servent,"  says  the  eloquent  preacher  I  have  just  quoted^  '<  di 
^<  specucle  au  roonde;  on  les  regarde«  lis  font. la  fortune  dt% 
**  autres  ;  on  les  imite.  L'autorite  de  leur  personne  donne  du  poids 
<^  a  leurs  exemples.  Leur  vie,  quand  elle  est  desordonnfe,  est 
*'  comme  une  excuse  puUique,  dont  ehacon  it  sttt  p6ur  justifiet  set 
'f  mftuvaises  inclinations.  Plusieurs  croyent  qo'il  est  utile,  ^od- 
**  ques-uos  qo'il  est  h6norable,  et  fresftu  fnff,  fM*  il  isi  purmb  4k 
^'  Uur  rfssimbUr  dant  leurs  di/ants  m^wstsi  et  comme  il  y  a  utir 
<^  flatterie  de  parole  qui  les  porte  ^  les  looer  du  bien  qu'  ils  ne  foot 
^<  pas ;  il  y  a  une  flatterie  d'  action,  par  laquelle  on  pretend  se  faire 
*'  un  merite  aupr^s  d'enx,  non  seulement  d'  appreuver^  mgh  tm^ri 
"  d'  imiUr  tout  U  mal  fu'  its  f<mt."^S€rmn$,  ftl.  /. 
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gion  with  concern,  can  you  refuse  interesting  your*^ 
selves  to  restrain  the  one,  and  to  promote  the  odier  f 
Let  me  engraive  upon  ybur  heartsi  diat^  as  we  are  all 
of  us  in  our  several  stations,  so  are  you  more  cspe^ 
dally,  accountable,  not  only  for  the  duties  which  yo« 
omit,  but  for  the  negligence  you  encourage.  Would 
the  nobility,  and  men  of  distinaion  eiq[>re8S  their  ap^ 
probation  at  the  presence^  and  their  displeasure  at  die 
absence  of  their  several  tenants  and  dependents  ivook 
the  service  of  the  Church  on  the  Lord's  Day^  tfaej{ 
would,  I  am  persuaded,  leave  their  estates  better  se<» 
cured  to  their  posterity,  than  may,  at  some  subse« 
4]uent  period,  be  allowed  to  the  evidence  of  long  po^* 
session,  or  the  production  of  an  undisputed  title.  God 
grant  that  period  to  be  far,  very  far  disuuit!  God 
grant  the  genius  of  Christianity  to  be  so  widely  dif^ 
fused,  and  its  precepts  so  generally  practised,  as  to 
dispel  every  such  agonizing  apprehension  1  When  it 
was,  triumphantly,  boasted  that  your  property  would 
soon  be  transferred  tc)  oiher  possessors,  who  ytctt  the 
men  that,  with  such  malidoos  pleasure,  anticipated  thi 
ruin  which  usurpati<m  dev:bed,  and  insolence  vaunted? 
Those  who  seldom  attend  the  worship,  and  seem  to^ 
tally  indifferent  to  the  honor  of  Almighty  God  !-^those 
^^  who  deny  the  divmity  of  the  Lord  th^t  bought 
<^  them  \*"  and  those  who,  perhaps,  persuade  them^ 
selves,  and^ouid  endevor  to  persuade  us,  that  ^^tbdt 
^<  sids  are  forgiven,  and  their  iniquities  are  covered/' 
If  th^se  observations  be  just,  and  that  ihey  are,  no 
fnan  of  common  understanding  will,  I  apprehend,  at- 
tempt to  deny,  let  me,  humbly  and  earnestly,  solicit 
those  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  to  take  them  into 
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their  immediate,  arid  most  serious  consideration.  Froni 
the  exalted  stations  in  which  they  are  placed,  they  are 
condemned  to  pay  a  certain  tribute  of  their  time  to  the 
rigorous  claims  of  custom,  and  the  formal  demands  of 
ceremony.  Let  them  devote  a  small  part  of  their  time 
to  the  honor  of  God,  and  the  interests  of  mankind. 
Let  them  not  be  intimidated  by  the  dread  of  singu- 
larity, rior  deterred  by  the  whisper  of  ridicule.  Let 
the  reflection  of  their  being  so  highly  favored  in  the 
scale  of  society — of  the  blessings  which  even  tbey  de* 
rive  from  the  abundant  mercy  of  God,  ^^  in  turning 
"  the  scarcity,*'  we  have  so  long  felt  into  a  prospect 
of  "  cheapness  and  plenty,"  prevail  with  them  to 
"  bless  the  Lord  tbcir  God  for  the  good  land  which 
**  He  hath  given  them.** 

And  let  us  all  with  bended  knees,  and  thankful 
hearts,  thus  pour  out  the  effusions  of  our  souls  to  Al- 
mighty God,  our  heavenly  Father. 

Almighty  .and  everlasting  God,  the  author  of  all 
good,  the  fountain  of  all  mercy,  by  whose  protection 
we  have  been  preserved,  and  by  whose  bounty  we 
have  been  sustained;  we,  thy  sinful  creatures,  offer 
unto  Thee,  from  the  bottom  of  our  souls,  those  ac- 
knowlegements  which  thy  blessings  demand,  and  pro- 
mise unto  Thee  that  obedience  which  thy  sovereignty 
exacts.  We  render  Thee  "  most  humble  and  hearty 
<^  thanks  for  all  thy  goodness  and  loving  kindness  ; 
^^  more  especially  for  that  Thou  hast  given  us  rain 
^<  from  heaven,  and  fruitful  seasons,  filling  our  hearts 
^^  with  food  and  gladness."  May  we  employ  thy  gifts 
to  thy  glory,  and  our  own  Salvation.  Impressed  with  a 
sense  of  thy  indulgent  bounty,  we  devote  ourselves  to 
thy  service  with  pitfe  affectioni  with  cheeriul  minds, 
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and  ready  wills.  And  as  Thou  seest  all  our  miseriesy 
and  knowest  all  our  infirmities,  the  many  trespasses 
we  commit,  and  the  many  duties  we  neglect;  since 
^<  the  way  o^  man  is  not  in  himself,  since  it  is  not  in 
**  man  that  walketh  to  direct  his  steps'*  aright;  leave 
us  not  to  our  own  government,  but  *^  put  into  our 
**  minds,  we  beseech  Thee,  good  desires,  and  by  thy 
^^  continual  help,  bring  them  to  such  effect,"  that  our 
faith  may  be  invigorated^  our  hope  exalted,  and  our 
charity  enlarged.  In  all  our  troubles  give  us  "  sure 
**  confidence  in  Thee,"  an  affiance  in  thy  Providence, 
and  a  dependence  on  thy  protection ;  and  fill  our  souls 
witir  the  conviction,  that,  if  we  love  Thee,  all  things 
will  in  the  end  "  work  together  for  our  good  ;'*  that 
thou  wilt  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  enable  us  to  forsake 
them,  and  at  the  last  wilt  receive  us  to  dwell  with  Thee 
in  thy  eternal  and  glorious  kingdom,  through  the  cse^ 
rits  and  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ,  thy  Son  ourLord, 
M'ho  liveth  and  reigneth  with  Thee,  O  Father,  in  the 
Unity  of  the  Holy  Spirit/  one  God,  .world  withom 
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SERMON    XXIX. 

tne  SINFULNESS  OF  fflTHHOLDim  0OBN: 

•froverb*  xi.  29, 

Be  that  withboldetb  corn^  the  people  shall  curse  tm\ 
hut  hltsdngs  shall  he  upon  the  head  0/  him  thai 
scllelbit. 

THE  lower  ranks  of  mankind,  constituting  tb^ 
largest,  and  most  usefal,  part  of  the  community, 
they  ^ho  derive  advantage  from  their  labors,  and^ 
tonvcnience  from  their  services,  instinctively  feel,  and 
unequivocally  acknowlege  it  to  be  their  indispensabl6 
duty,  to  supply  them,  as  far  as  their  circumstances 
will  admit,  or  their  influence  may  extend,  not  merely 
with  the  means  of  subsistence^  but  with  whatever  will 
alleviate  the  sufferings,  or  lessen  the  cares,  of  life. 
Melancholy,  indeed,  is  the  reflection,  that  whils(  some 
are  possessed  of  all  the  elegances  their  rank  may  de- 
mand, and  others  of  all  the  comforts  an  inferior  sta- 
tion may,  without  presumption,  expect;  they,  witbox 
whose  unremitted  toil  such  elegances  and  comforts 

*  Preached  at  Great  Ooseborne,  March  1$^  x9oo;  nerer  before 
printed  in  a  volume. 
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Mnnot  be  obtainedf  should  be  reduced  to  pinchifig 
want,  and  extreme  di^re^s.  Yet  without  a  difference 
of  condition,  society  could  not  subsist;  and  without 
a  difiecence  of  condition,  the  superior  ranks  of  men 
would  want  the  opportunity  of  indulging  those  bene* 
volenc  affections,  implanted  by  nature^  refined  by 
education,  apd  awakened  by  sensibility,  the  exercise 
of  which  constitutes,  always,  their  chief  happiness^ 
and  generally,  their  highest  merit.  It  is,  notwith* 
standing,  but  too  obvious,  that  whatever  humanity 
may  devise,  and  liberality  effect,  all  is,,  in  the  present 
;8Ute  of  things,  insu£Bcient  for  the  support  of  thoae 
who,  adding  thereto  the  produce  of  their  own  labor,  to- 
gether with  rigid  occonomy,  are  unaUe  to  maintain  their 
families,  and  have  no  other  prospect  before  them  than 
penury  and  wretchedness. 

The  Apostle,  wisely,  enjoins  the  ministers  of  the 
Gospel  to  ^  be  careful  to  give  no  offence  in  any  thing 
^^  that  the  ministry  be  not  blamed^ — that  their  hearers 
may  have  no  pretence  either  to  despise  dieir  exhorta* 
dons,  or  reject  their  admonitions.    Should  I,  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  discourse,  excite  in  the  breast  of 
any  one  of  you,  the  slightest  emotion  of  displeasure, 
**  forgive  me,"  I  beseech  you,  "  this  wrong."    You 
will  all,  I  am  sure,  do  me  the  justice  to  believe,  th« 
:  I  would  not,  intentionally,  give  to  the  meanest  person, 
either  in  the  discharge  of  my  professional  duty,  or  in 
the  common  concerns  of  life,  any,  the  remotest,  cause 
of  offence.    I  now  stand  before  you  the  advocate  of 
the  poor;    I  undertake,  from   a  sense  of  duty,  the 
office  of  pleading  the  cause  of  the  needy,  of  those  who 
cannot  plead  their  own.  I  am  anxious  to  convince  you 
that  the  design  of  the  Gospel  is^  to  make  of  all  the  in* 
6  habitants 
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habitants  of  the  earth  but  one  people;  of  that  peopk^ 
but  one  family  i  of  that  family,  but  one  heart  and  one 
soul. 

You  may,  perhaps,  be  disposed,  prematurely,  to 
conclude,  chat  I  am  attempting  to  persuade  you  to  rc> 
nounce  your  interests:  I  am,  on  the  contrary,  on  this, 
as  on  every  other  occasion,  solicitous  to  promote  your 
most  substantial  interests.  The  deficiency,  in  the  quan- 
tity of  all  sorts  of  grain,  is  beUeved  to  be  one  third  less 
than  the  common  produce :  it  is  reasonable,  therefore^ 
in  order  to  support  and  indemnify  the  farmer,  that  the 
price  should  be  high  in  proportion  to  the  deficiency ; 
but  the  country  would,  without  a  murmur,  be  willing 
to  purchase  it,  although,  insteadof  being  a  third,  it  ba4 
been  sold  as  one  half  short  of  the  average  quantity. 
This,  then,  being  the  case,  no  very  satisfactory  reason 
can  be  assigned  why  the  price  of  it  should  be  so  im- 
moderately high,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  it  so 
extremely  great. 

Now,  by  withholding  corn,  by  supplying  the  market 
so  sparingly,  that  there  is  not  sufficient  for  general  con- 
sumption ;  the  price,  as  every  one  must  have  a  little,  is 
unavoidably,  advanced,  and  that  in  proportion  to  the 
smallness  of  the  quantity  exposed  to  sale.    . 

The  stale  of  the  market  is  known ;  you  perceive  that 
the  supply  is  inadequate  to  the  demand.  Corn, 
notwithstanding,  continues  to  be  withheld.  Is  it  from 
the  apprehension,  that,  if  a  sufficient  quantity  were 
produced,  the  stores  would  soon  fail,  and  that,  before 
the  time  of  harvest,  there  would  be  an  universal  scar- 
city ?  Such  precaution  would  be  entitled  to  the  warm- 
est approbation.  It. would  be  demonstrating  a  very 
provident  care  for  the  community.     Whether  this  be 
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the  principle  by  \vhich  the  dealers  in  corn  are  actuated, 
I  take  not  upon  me  to  determine;  but  the  generally 
received  opinion  is,  that  the  greater  the  quantity  of- 
fered for  sale,  the  more  rapidly  will  the  price  fall;  and 
that  personal  interest,  therefore,  dictates  the  pernicious 
measure. 

It  will,  probably,  be  said,  that  were  an  abundance  of 
corn  carried  to  market,  the  stock  would  be,  very  soon, 
exhausted.  But  this  reasoning  supposes  that  every 
one,  who  has  grain  to  dispose  of,  should,  regularly, 
send  the  same  quantity,  as  he  would  have  done  in  the 
most  plentiful  season.  Whereas,  would  a  few  re- 
spectable men  honestly  determine,  and  liberally  engage 
themselves,  not  to  withhold  their  corn,  but  to  offer  to 
sale  as  much  as  their  stores  warrant,  and  expedience 
demands,  the  same  principle  would  soon  pervade  the 
whole  neighborhood ;  and  every  considerate  and  up- 
right  man  being  actuated  by  the  same  laudable  motive, 
the  present  high  price  would,  immediately,  abate. 

But  to  this  mode  of  proceeding,  just  in  itself,  and 
happy  in  its  effects,  a  very  powerful  reason,  because 
a  very  profitable  expedient,  is,  too  frequently,  op- 
posed ;  that  grain  of  every  sort  can  be  sold  at  home  to 
*'  men  of  like  occupation'*  with  yourselves,  not  only 
without  trouble  and  expence,  but  ac  an  higher  price. 
Permit  me  now  to  ask — by  what  motives  are  the  buyers 
influenced?  To  accommodate  the  public?  To 
supply  the  poor  with  it  upon  lower  terms  than  those 
on  which  they  would,  otherwise,  be  under  the  necessity 
of  purchasing  it  ?  The  very  contrary  !  To  keep  it 
out  of  their  reach ;  "  to  grind,"  as  Solomon,  strongly, 
.expresses  it,  **  their  very  faces.'*  What !  By  dispo* 
jsing  of  grain  10  men  of  this  detestable  character,  do  not 
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you  conspire  with  tbeni^  and  are  not  you,  in  their 
hands,  the  instruments  of  enhancing  its  excessive  value^ 
and  supporting  its  present  extravagant  price?  Are  not 
the  calamities,  which  the  poor  endure,  to  be  attributed 
to  those  men  who,  having  grain,  refuse  to  sell  it,  or 
who  sell  it  only  to  those  who  dispose  of  it  at  an  ad- 
vanced profit  P  <^  O  my  soul,  come  not  thou  into 
^  their  secrets ;  unto  their  assembly,  mine  honor,  be 
^  not  thou  united  !'* 

A  degree  of  merit  is  claimed,  and  no  one  will  wilh-^ 
hold  it  from  them  to  whom  it  is  due;  which  is,  that 
the  farmer  supplies  the  laborer^  he  employs,  with  corn 
at  nearly  the  same  rate  it  is  sold  in  the  most  abun« 
dant  seasons.  I  would  have  passed  over  this  circum- 
stance in  silence,  had  not  some  men  arrogated  to 
themselves  more  merit  than  may  appear,  when  the 
subject  is,  fairly,  investigated,  to  be  then:  due.  For, 
though  you  may  afford  bread  to  the  laborer  and  his 
little  family,  let  it  be  considered  that  your  refusal  must 
be  not  only  accompanied  with  a  very  considerable 
advance  of  wages,  but  also  with  the  unpleasing  appre- 
'hension,  that  he  would  be  ready,  upon  every  occasion, 
to  enter  into  the  service  of  another  master ;  finding 
your  attachment  to  him  so  small,  and  that  in  a  time 
ivhen  he  most  needed  it,  the  interest  he  took  in  your 
welfare  would,  it  might  be  expected,  abate  in  the  same 
proportion.  To  his  fidelity  you  must,  necessarily, 
commit  the  management  of  a  part  of  your  property  i 
so  that  a  motive  of  interest,  as  well  as  a  sense  of  duty, 
enforces  the  propriety  of  auaching  him  to  you,  by 
every  tie  which  policy  can  dictate,  and  poMi^r  supply* 

The  condition  of  these  laborers  we  must  eseem  for- 
tunate; but  wretched  byond  description  must  be  the 

situation 


Digitized  by 


Google 


,Siftfulv^ss  dfwiibboldinl  Corn.  -337 

.    situation  of  the  artisati,  and  mechanic^  who  have  no 
such  resources.     What  heart  can  be  so  insensible  as  to 
contemplate  with  indifference,  the  affecting  scene  of  a 
father;  who^  returning   hungry  and  faint  "  from  his 
*^  work  and  his  labor  in  the  evening,'*  has  his  ears 
pierced  with  the  cries  of  his  children  for  a  sufficiency 
of  that  bread  which  he  is  unable  to  procure?     Instead 
of  finding  in  his  home  the  chief  comfort  of  his  life-^ 
instead  of  bq^ng  entertained  by  his  wife  and  children, 
the  dearest  objects  of  his  affections,  with  the  relation 
of  domestic    circumstances,    which   have   occurred, 
during  his  absence^  in  the  day^  interesting  to  his  feel- 
ings, and  soothing  to  his  mind^  he  is  assailed  with  the 
calamitous  detail  of  their  sufferings,  all  originating  ia 
unsatisfied  hunger,  and  rendered  more  exqiiisitely  pain- 
ful,  by  the  anticipation  of  the  continuance  of  the  cala- 
mity.    His  time^  though  employed  in  incessant  labor^ 
his  wages^  however  they  may  be  advanced,  and  how-, 
ever,  faithfully^  applied  to  the  support  of  his  family, 
are  insufficient  for  their  maintenance.     Deprived  as 
they  are  of  bread — fdod  to  which  they  have  been  the 
most  accustomed — the  most  congenial  to  their  nature, 
and  which  is,  of  all  others,  the  most  satisfying  and  nu-. 
tritious,    he  cannot,    notwithstanding,  purchase  any 
wholesome  substitute;  every  article  of  ^subsistence  be- 
ing  high  in  the  same  proportion.     For  corn  is,  as  it 
were,  the  standard  by  which  the  price  of  provisions,  of 
every  other  sort,  is  regulated. 

Now,  what  is  the  cause  of  this  general  calamity  ?  To 
what  are  we  to  aitribute  the  misery  and  wretchedness, 
which,  in  Gonsequence  of  it,  pervade  the  lower  classes 
of  society  ?  If  actual  scarcity  is  the  cause,  it  is  the  visi- 
tation of  an  all-\yise  and  righteous  Providence;  and 
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how6v^r  Wt  may  wfFet  Iroto  it,  let  Us  devoutty  s4y^ 
«^  It  is  thfe  Lord^  let  hirti  do  what  s^emeth  Him  gcxxir 
But  if^  as  \i  th^  prevailing  idc^a,  two  caused  combine-^ 
H  partial  iScahcity,  and  a  general  disposition  eo  withhold 
frdiri  flicf  itiarkfit,  the  quantity  necessary  for  a  limited 
ttthsumptidn — l^t  aH  those  men  whb^designedly,  witho 
Bold  their  corn5  consider^  whether,  if  any  goods  indis^ 
pen^able  tb  ibeif  subsistence  w^re,  through  a  spirit  of 
ftbnopdly,  br  of  speculation,  for  a  considerable  timi 
%itfaheld  frbrifi  sale,  or  sold  in  9uch  small  ptoportionsy 
^d  at  strcb  an  eJktravagant  rate^  that  they  were  unabk 
tb  pui^dhiise  mor^  than  ^  third  br  a  fourth  part  of  what 
Ihey,  generally,  consumed-*-let  ihem  con^er^  I  say, 
irhether  thfey  would  not  express  the  highest  dissatis- 
fi^ctibn,^  and  excite  the  loudest  ckimors  P  whether  they 
iirould  not,  most  piteously  lament  the  indisposition  oF 
the  LegisFatUre  to  redress  the  grievance,  and  alleviate 
the  calamity  ?    And  yet  there  is  nothing  invented  by 
the  ingenuity,  and  prepared  by  the  hand,  ofman,  which 
caivbe  considered  as  a  netessary  of  Kfc,  compared  with 
hlre^d^  the  chief  support  of  the  inhabitantst>f  this  coun* 
4ry*    It  might,  therefore,  be  supposed,  that  no  descrip- 
tion of  men  would,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  a  tempos 
tary  advantage,  condemn  mort  than  one  half  of  the 
kingdom  to,  not  only  th€  mortification  of  self-denial, 
but  to  all  the  hardships  of  rigorous  poverty.     Such 
men,  it  is  true,  can,  by  no  existing  Law,  be  compelled 
to  supply  the  poor  with  bread.     But  if  we  are  com- 
taanded  by  Almighty  God  to  GIVE  to  the  needy,  ac- 
cording as  our  circumstances  shall  enable  us — to  de- 
monstrate at  once,  our  disposition  to  works  of  mercy, 
and  our  obedience  to  the  commands  of  Heaven — what 
will  those  men  plead  in  excuse  who  refuse  to  ir//,  not 
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a  Fair  and  rea$onablej  but  even  ai  an  extravagant  ^iv) 
cxorbiunt,  rate?  Will  they  not  have  one  day  to  an? 
3wer  to  God  for  that  hunger,  and  that  famin^i  they  h^vq 
themselves  created?  When  assembled  at  Hi^  ifca^ 
Tribunal,  together  with  those  miserable  wretches,  vhoqi 
they  will  scarce  permit  to  eac-— do  they  expect  to  b9 
received  with  this  transporting  salutation,  ^^  }  w^s  b^ 
^^  hungered,  and  ye  gave  me  meat;  for  inasmqch  as  y^ 
^^  did  it  unto  these,  ye  did  it  unto  me?"  Or  rather 
will  not  the  Judge  of  the  world  thus  address  chem;^^l 
$i  yf^^  2n  hungered,  and  ye  gave  me  no  meat  j,  for  iur 
<^  asmuch  as  ye  did  it  not  unto  these,  ye  did  it  not  unt? 
**  me?''  Will  they  then  justify  their  conduct  ?  Ah^ 
jK>  I  They  will  say,  ^^  We  fools"  grasped  at  inordinate 
wealth,  and,  in  order  to  obtain  it  ^^  caused  bread  tQ 
♦•  cease  out  of  the  land,''  aqd  compelled  **  the  merry- 
^^  hearted  to  sigh/'  Human  laws,  unhappily  for  uf^ 
laid  us  under  no  restraint,  and  we  were  deaf  to  th^ 
/cries  of  want,  and  the  lamentations  of  mise^-y ;  $up- 
presiing,  in  the  acquisition  of  ricbeS|  the  compunctions 
of  remorse,  by  whi^h  means  w^  have  subjected  ou^r 
selves  to  the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  severity  of-ppnbbr 
ment. 

^^  He  that  withholdeth  corn,  the  people  shall  <;iirfp 
^<  him ;  but  blessings  $hall  be  upon  the  head  of  hioji 
^<  that  selleth  it."  That  such  curses  will  not  bf  disre- 
garded, we  may  learn  from  the  wise  son  of  Sir^ch« 
*^  Turn  not  away,*'  saith  he,  >'  thine  eye  f^om  thr 
<^  needy,  and  give  him  not  cause  to  cur^  ^b^e :  for 
^  if  he  curse  thee  in  the  bitterness  of  hi^  ^ul,  kif 
^^  prayer  shall  be  heard  of  Him  that  ijo^^de  him."  An^ 
in  another  place,  ^^  A  prayer  put  of  a  poor  man'^ 
^  mouth  rcacheth  the  ears  of  God,  and  Ijis  judgment 
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"  cometh  speedily."  In  what  manner  the  x:urses  of 
God  may  be  poured  upon  those  who  "  oppress  the 
"  poor  to  encrease  their  riches;"  whether  "He  break 
*^  the  pride  of  their  power,  or  their  land  shall  not  yield 
•*  her  increase;"  or  whether  He  bring  disgrace  and 
wretchedness  upon  their  families ;  and,  "  in  sending 
•^  a  curse  upon  them,  shall,"  as  the  prophet,  awfully, 
expresses  it,  *•  curse  their  very  blessings  :*^  or  whether 
He  shall  reserve  His  curves  unto  that  day,  when  "  they 
"  who  shewed  no  mercy,  shall  have  judgment  with- 
**  out  mercy;'*  in  whatever  manner  His  wrath  may  be 
expressed,  and  His  indignation  directed,  may  we  alt  be 
the  objects,  not  of  judgment,  but  of  mercy!  Thai 
they  whom  He  hath  placed.in  the  lowest  sphere  of  life, 
to  encounter  its  blasts,  and  struggle  with  its  storms, 
should  not  **  be  helped  to  right  when  they  suffer 
•*  wrong"  either  through  the  stratagems  of  the  sub- 
tle, or  the  oppression  of  the  powerful,  can  never  be  con* 
sistent  with  the  character  of  that  gracious  iJcing,- 
**  whose  goodness  is  over  all  His  works;"  whose  dis- 
tinguishing attribute  it  is  "  to  deliver  the  poor  from  him 
'*  that  is  too  strong  for  him ;  yea^  the  poor,  and  him 
"  that  is  in  misery,  from  him  that  spoileih  him.''  If 
then,  the  misery  which  ihe  poor  endure,  is,  indeed, 
owing  to  the  hard-heartedness,  and  rapacity  of  those 
who,  from  avaricious  motives,  wifhhold  their  corn; 
take  heed  to  yourselves,  lest  the  Lord  **  shoqld  plead 
**  their  cause,  and  should,  hereafter,  spoil  the  souls  of 
"  those  that  now  spoil  them,"  Not  having  bread  to 
eat,  they  may  beseech  the  Almighty,  with  the  Psalmist, 
that  **  the  children  of  all  those"  who,  so  inhupaanly, 
withhold  it,  '*  may  be  fatherless,  and  their  wives  may 
♦*  become  widows,;    that   their  children  may  be  va- 
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<^  gabonds,  and  be  reduced  to  beg  their  bread;  tba(  the 
^'  extortioner  may  consume  all  that  they  have;  and 
**  that  others  may  spoil  their  labors/'  But  whether 
their  sufferings  may  provoke  such  petitions;  or  whe- 
ther it  shall  please  God  that  ^^  Judgment  shall  not 
"  be  executed  speedily/'  yet  be  assured  that,  however 
He  may  delay,  He  will  not,  finally,  fail  ^'  to  smite 
^^  with  a  curse  that  man  who»  by  oppressing  the  poor, 
*^  reproacheth  his  Maker.'* 

The  displeasure  of  God  cannot  then,  surely,  either 
be  too  reverently  feared,  or  too  humbly  deprecated^ 
Butif  the  withholding  of  corn  subject  men,  as  we  have 
seen^  to  His  curses,  the  selling  of  it  for  the  support  of 
the  needy  will  no  less  entitle  them  to  Hi^  blessings. 
How  often  have  you  lamented,  when  you  have  seen  a 
-fellow-creature  without  clothes  to  cover  his  naked* 
-ness,  and  food  to  satisfy  his  hunger^  that  Providence 
had  not  placed  you  in  a  situation  which  would  have 
empowered  you,  in  relieving  him  under  the  pressure 
of  such  an  accumulation  of  miseries,  to  have  solaced 
your  own  soul  with  tbemost  substantial  blessings  wealth 
can  enjoy,  and  liberality  obtain  ?  So  peculiarly  are 
you  now  circumstanced,  that,  not  by  ^^  selling  all  you 
**  have,  and  giving  to  the  poor;"^  No!  only  by  dis- 
posing of  your  own  corn  even  at  more  than  its  intrinsic 
value,  you  may  gain,  at  once,  the  riches  of  this 
world,  and  of  the  next;  you  can  now,  more  ex- 
tensively, and  efficaciously,  than  the  Rich  and  Great, 
**  strengthen  the  weak  hands,  and  support  the  feeble 
^^  knees;*'  and  thus,  in  a  new  and  unexpected  man- 
ner, ^^  bring  upon  your  heads,  the  blessing  of  him 
**  that  is  ready  to  perish.  Blessed  be  he,"  saith  holy 
David,  ^^  that  considereth  the  poor  and  needy ;  the 
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•*  Lord  shall  deliver  him  in  the  time  of  trouble.  The 
^^  Lord  diall  love  him,  and  bless  him,  and  multiply 
**  him.  He  shall  bless  the  fruit  of  thy  land  and  of  thy 
•*  Corn,  the  increase  of  thy  kine,  and  the  flocks 
*^  y)f  thy  sheep,  ahd'tbou  shaft  be  bfess^  above  all 
<'  ^ople.  He  will  give  thee  rain  upon  thy  land 
<<  in  due  s^son,  the  first  rain  and  the  latter  rain,  that 
«'  thou  mayst  gather  in  thy  corn.  And  He  will  send 
"  grass  in  thy  fields  for  thy  cattle,  that  thou  mayst  eat 
^*  and  be  full."  Now  whether,  by  withholding  corn 
lor  the  sakeofobuininga  temporary  advantage,  yoU 
Vill  bring  upon  you  the  hatred  of  man,  and  the  cur^ 
^*God;  or  by  selling  it,  and  promoting  the  interest, 
4nd  comfort,  andhappiness,of  those  who  must,  other^ 
%i8e,  ^  lack  bread,"  you  will  entitle  yourselves  to  tte 
<teercy  and  accepunce  of  God — with  such  motive^  be- 
fore yotJ,  determine  for  yourselves.  ^  1  have  set  be- 
^*  fore  you  blessing  and  cursing."  Ponder  the  subject^ 
'deeply^  m  your  hearts.  And  if  you  desire  btessinga 
•upon  your  head  in  this  iife;  if,  when  you  stand  before 
the  Throne  of  God,  beholding  both  the  happiness  of 
Heaven,  and  the  tohnents  of  hell,  you  shall  supplicate 
%be  Jadge,  tbat'you  may  obtain  the  one,  and  escape  the 
f>ther,  act  cobformably  to  the  dictates  of  your  reason^ 
and  the  admonitions  of  your  conscience. 
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4N  48SIZE  SERMON  ON  PERJUfty. 

JV  sbaU  not  swear  hy  my  nam  falsely^ 

IT  has  been  objected  to  the  two  dispensations, 
which  the  Almighty  hath  been  pleased  to  reveal 
to  mankind^  that  the  precepts  contained  in  those 
sact-ed  Codes^  have  not  that  beneficial  teqdency 
towards  society,  and  towards  individuals^  which 
might,  with  reason,  have  been  expected,  from  the 
hands  of  Omniscience,  The  objection  is  as  devoid 
of  truth,  as  pregnant  with  impiety.  This  favorite 
topic  of  scepticism,  it  would  be  easy  to  controvert^ 
by  comparing  the  precepts,  especially  of  the  last  dis- 
pensation, whose  end  was  to  supersede  the  necessity 
of  the  former,  with  the  boasted  sufficiency  of  natu- 
ral religion.  For  without  displaying  ostentatiously, 
her  imperfections,  we  have  only  to  select  one  link 
out  of  the  whole  chain  of  moral  obligations;  I 
mean,  that  criterion  of  probity,  that  foundation  of 

♦  Never  before  printed.    Preached  at  York  Cathedral,  July  lo, 
17SJ,  Sir  Thomas  Turner  Sli^gsby,  Bart',  of  Scri?en  Park,  High 
SberiflT;  and  at  Winchester  Cathedral  March  3,   1803,  William  ^ 
MUk.  jEsq.  Qf  fiutemej  Hfgh  Shc^iC 
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the  intercourse,  confidence,  and  security  of  society,  a 
solemn  apr;eal  to  the  Supreme  Being. 

Now,  allowing  the  sanctity  of  an  oath  among 
those  **  on  whom  the  sun  of  evangelical  righteous^ 
*^  ness  never  shone — nations,  who,  being  without 
**  the  Law,  were  a  La>^  unto  themselves  j"  allowing, 
in  its  utmost  latitude,  the  severity  of  the  punishment 
which  ihey  invoked,  that  *^  a  curse  might  enter 
^*  into  the  house  of  him  that  swore  falsely,"  and 
bring  ruin  both  upon  him  and  his  family;  what 
effect  could  this  produce  on  the  mind  of  a  disputa<> 
tious  philosopher,  or  an  unlettered  barbarian,  who 
presumptuously  denied  the  existence,  or  impiously 
defied  the  power,  of  the  Beingi  whose  presence  be 
invoked,  and  whose  vengeance  he  deprecated?  On 
the  contrary,  the  man  >vho  is  assured  by  incontro- 
vertible arguments,  that  "  He  is,'-^  and  that  His  at* 
tributes  are  as  essential  to  the  Divine  Nature,  as  His 
existence;  who,  on  this  principle,  acknowleges  His 
purity,  and  challenges  His  justice;  who  renounces 
His  mercy,  and  imprecates  His  indignation;  such  an 
one  pledges  his  veracity  to  society,  by  ties  the  most 
obligatory  arid  awful.  But  we  will  withdraw  from  the 
field  of  contention;  for  as  the  triumph  of  victory 
would  be  withheld,  however  loudly  conviction  might 
][)roplaim  the  defeat,  we  will  leave  the  patrons  of  infidc^ 
Viiy  sec  uie  in  their  fortresses,  defended  by  the  gigantic 
powers  of  interest  and  impiety. 

It  may  be  productive  of  tnore  advantage,  and  will 
better  correspond  with  the  design  of  this  solemnity,  to 
shew  the  caution  incumbent  on  all  men  to  be  ob-^ 
^crv^d,  whethejr  "  they  are  bearing  witness,  or  judging 
<<  between    a  ipan   and   bis   neighbor/'  under   the 
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obligation  of  their  respective  oaths,  in  a  Court  of  Ju- 
dicature. 

The  first  question  every  person  should  ask  himself, 
who  is  subpoenaed  to  give  evidence,  is — why  is  my 
testimony  required?  Is  it  to  defend  right— to  do 
justice  to  the  injured— to  support  the  helpless— to 
«  bring  to  light  the  hidden  things  of  darkness?" 
For  if  it  is  to  answer  a  contrary  purpose,  if  it  is  to 
prevent  the  truth  from  being  discovered,  or  to  discover 
it  but  in  part,  or  to  blend  with  it  any  other 
matter  by  which  the  action  may  be  aggravated  or 
extenuated,  an  oath  is  administered  in  vain;  and 
a  verdict  may  be'  obtained,  however  impartial  the 
judge,  ^nd  however  discerning  the  jury,  very  different 
from  what  the  circumstances  of  the  case  warrant* 
ed.  But  whatsis  this,  but  to  injure  (he  amiable 
cause  of  truth?  What,  but  to  insult  the  venerable 
presence  of  authority  ?  What,  but  to  loosen  the 
bands  of  society,  by  weakening  those  motives,  the 
most  powerful  to  influence  human  conduct?  What, 
But  to  put  the  sentence  of  condemnation  in  our  own 
mouths,  and  to  ^'  think  it  no  fearful  thing  to  fall 
**  into  the  hands,"  and  provoke  the  vengeance  "of 
**  the  living  Godr"  For  an  oath  is  an  appeal  ta 
God,  as  the  author  of  truth,  and  avenger  of  false- 
hood, in  confirmation  of  our  testimony:  it  is  in- 
voking His  indignation,  if  there  be  any  known  de- 
ceit, or  intentional  misrepresentation,  in  our  evi- 
dence; implying,  when  we  take  the  holy  book  into 
our  hands ;  *  if  I  do  hot  deliver  the  ti  uth  concerning 

*  what  I  am  called  upon  to  relate;  *t  1  add  thereto, 

*  or  if  I  diminish  therefrom,   may  the  interposition 
^  of  providence  defeat  all  my  future  schemes,  and 
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^  Bpay  tbe  blood  of  i3hri3^^  which  w^$  shed  for  my  Re^ 
^  dempUpn,  as  did  tbe  blood  of  Abel  against  his 
^  brother  Caioj  cry  uato  Cod  against  me,  and 
^  my  name  be,  eterpaUy»  blotted  out  of  the  book  of 
^  life  r 

Such  ip  tbepurport  of  an  path !  And  did  not  experi* 
ffiice  supply  us  with  many  melancholy  instance^ 
we  could  not  suppose  that  any  person  would,  with 
deliberate  desi^,  und  ^  preconcerted  deucrmination^ 
(daf«  to  appear  bdor-e  the  ^eat  of  Judgipent — die 
emblem  of  that  dread  Tribunal,  from  which  his 
final  ^ntence  must  one  day  be  pronounced— and 
request,  beseech,  importune  the  God  of  Justice,  to 
wreak  upon  him  all  the  terrors  of  His  wrath.  And 
whilst  his  conscience  is  accusing  him  of  his  guilty  he  is 
opt  afraid  to  say,  *^  (t^s  all-seeing  God  knoweth  that  I 
V  Jie  not,'* 

By  swearing  falsely,  therefore,  we  provoke,  as  it 
were,  with  design,  ^'  God's  wrath  and  indignation 
^^  against  us/'  But  as  ^^  sentence  against  every  evil 
**  work  is  not  executed  speedily,"  may  I  be  per- 
mitted to  observe,  th^t  some  happier  plan  for  de« 
fraying  the  expence,  and  expediting  the  prosecudon 
against  ^^this  iniquity  to  be  punished  by  the  judges,'* 
is  most  devoutly  to  be  wished,  in  order  that  the  pu* 
nisbment  might  tread  upon  the  heels  of  the  crime  ? 
And  as  an  oath  is  the  greatest  obligation  that  can 
be  imposed  on  men,  to  declare  the  truth,  may  |j 
without  offence,  si^ggest,  that  the  manner  of  admi* 
nistering  oaths  ought  to  bear  a  nearer  resemblance 
to  the  solemn  import  of  them  ?  The  reverence  of 
an  oath,  and  th^  dread  of  perjury  would  become 
more  visible;  and  the  inconveqiencci  which  might 
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.at  first  attend  that  indispensable  solemnity,  would  soon 
bci  abundantly,  compensated  by  the  openness  and  sini^- 
cerity  ofcach  party,  and,  in  consequenoe,  the  dis|>atch 
resulting  therefrom. 

Having  considered  tlie  nature  of  an  oath,  let  us  aoe 
what  are  the  effects  of  the  violation  of  it  to  society,  for 
whose  support  it  is  administered. 

Now  the  injury  society  receives  by  it  is,  hardly,  la 
h^  estimated;  for  perjury  defeats  the  end  of  these 
solemnities,  mingling  truth  with  falsehood,  confound- 
ing innocence  with  guilty  ^^  rendeiiog^  the  righteous 
^  as  the  wicked,  and  bringing  them  both  under  the 
^^  saoie  Condemnation,  The  Law,  which  was  m^^ds^ 
^^  not  for  the  just,  but  the  disobedient,"  becomes,  in 
this  case,  an  instrument  of  vengeance,  ^^  ndt  to  evil, 
•*  but  good  works  j"  and,  contrary  to  every  idea  of 
equity,  though  ^^  thou  doest  that  which  is  goo4f 
^^  thou  hast,  notwithstanding,  ^^  reason  to  be  afraid*** 
For,  in  order  to  decide  upon  a  point  of  right, 
recourse  must,  frequently,  be  had  to  judicial  proceed* 
ings.  Thus,  *^  brother  goes  to  law  with  brotherj** 
not  with  any  litigious  views,  not  with  any  intention 
of  ^'  doing  wrong,  and  defrauding;''  but  of  lite- 
rally  adjusting  claims  of  so  intricate  a  nature,  ais 
cannot,  to  the  satisfaction  of  one  party,  be  ascertained, 
unless,  in  contrasting  and  opposing  evidence  to  evi- 
dence,  the  truth  can  be  struck  out  by  the  collision. 
Now,  should  the  other  party,  from  an  apprehension  of 
the  weakness  of  his  pretensions;  or,  in  order,  as 
he  may  think,  to  ensure  success,  be  guilty,  either  in 
his  own  person,  or  the  persons  of  the  witnesses  he 
produces,  of  wilful,  positive,  and  absolute  perjury, 
his  offence  against  society  is  enormous.    For,  in  spite 
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of  the  justice  of  the  cause,  in  contempt  of  the  inte« 
grity  of  the  judge,  and  in  defiance  of  the  Providence 
of  God,  he  eludes  the  force  of  the  Law,  he  takes  oflF 
the  edge  of  the  sword  borncf  by  the  minister  of  justice, 
he  circumvents,  in  some  degree,  the  designs  of  Omni- 
potence. •*  O  my  soul,  come  not  thou  into  their  sc- 
"  crets ;  unto  their  assembly,  mine  honor,  be  nbt  thou 
*•  united!" 

An  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  justice  is  had,  or 
ctrght  to  be  had,  with  no  other  view,  in  judicial 
proceedings,  but  merely  to  investigate  truth,  to  dis- 
cover to  whose  side  right  belongs.  Prepossession, 
therefore,  and  attachment  towards  one  party,  or 
envy  and  malevolence  towards  the  other,  are  not 
supposed  to  exist;  or,  if  they  be  in  existence,  to 
effect  their  entire  annihilation,  or,  however,  to  sup- 
press any  the  least  partial  iuflucnce,  i^  the  object  of 
the  solemn  oath  tendered,  individually,  to  each  per- 
son, engaging  him  to  "  declare  the  truth,  the  whole 
"  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth."  For  to  recur 
to  what  hath  been  already  observed,  why  is  your 
testimony  required  ?  Surely  that  your  evidence,  de- 
livered on  oath,  may  conduce  to  the  happiest  of  ends, 
^  the  end  of  all  strife.'*  For,  as  it  is  the  intent  of 
all  laws  divine  and  human,  that,  ^'  by  the  mouth 
"  of  witnesses,  the  truth  may  be  established,'*  how* 
ever  you  may  be  affected,  or  however  interested  in 
the  result,  would  you  have  the  courage  to  make  the 
scale  of  injustice  preponderate,  by  means  of  the  oath 
of  God? 

Society,  likewise,  receives  a  vital  wound,  when  an 
attempt  is  made  to  exculpate  the  guilty  j  when,  in 
cases  of  theft,  robbery,  assault,  or  murder,  an  evi- 
dence 
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denoe  declares  upon  oath,  that  the  prisoner  at  the  hn 
is  not,  and,^  by  reascnv  of  his  personal  absence,  could 
not  be,  the  offender.  This,  generally,  arises  either 
front  friendship,  or  a  reward  for  this  essential  service. 
Great,  indeed,  must  be  our  moral  depravity,  when  one 
person,  having,  previously,  pledged  his  sincerity  and 
disinterestedness,  in  the  most  solemn  manner  words 
can  express,  shall,  through  personal  attachment,  or  for 
the  sake  of  a  temporary  advantage^  undertake  to  res^ 
cue  imother  from  **  the  just  reward  of  his  deeds^* 
alive  ticither  to  the  feelings  of  shame,  the  reproaches  of 
consience,  nor  the  dread  of  punishment,  both  temporal 
and  eternal. 

It  appears,  from  what  has  been  said,  that  the  sta 
of  perjury  is  of  the  blackest  die^  and  is  such  as  can^ 
scarcely,  admit  of  aggravauon.  In  order,  therefore, 
10  avoid  this  most  criminal  of  offences,  every  man 
ifiho  consults  his  peace  of  mind,  and  desires  the  apr 
probation  of  God,  will  always  adapt  his  actions  to  his 
words,  and  his  words  to  his  principles :  and  when 
he  is  called  upon  to  give  evidence,  **  he  will  not  put 
^*  his  hand  with  the  wicked  to  be  an  unrighteous 
"  witness.*'  He  will  divest  himself  of  every  prln- 
dpie  of  hatred,  affection,  fear,  or  interest,  lest  he 
should  defeat  the  end  his  testimony  was  designed  to 
answer;  lest,  under  the  shades  and  colors  of  artifice 
and  evasion,  he  should  conceal  the  plain  draught  of 
truth.  Should  it  be  expected,  that  his  evidence 
should  tend,  unjustly,  to  favor  a  party,  he  will  give 
the  clearest  and  most  impartial  account  he  is  able,' 
without  regarding  at  all  whose  interest  his  testimony 
will  support.  He  may  subject  himself,  it  mav  be, 
by  this  liberal  and  ingenuous  conduct,  to  the  unjust 
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itpnx^f  Ae  prophet  incarred,  by  his  suicerity,  fi om  the 
king  of  Moab,  ^'  I  took  thee  to  curse  mine  enemies^ 
^  and  behold  thou  hast  blessed  them  altogether.*' 
And,  as  on  all  occasions^  where  conscience  is  coq<^ 
cerne^,  more  especially,  ivhere  he  appeals  to  the  God 
4»f  heaven,  he  will  reply  with  the  undaunted  spirit  of 
Balaam — ^^^  if  Balak  would  give  me  his  house  full  of 
^  silver  and  gold,  I  cannot  go  beyond  the  command*^ 
^  ment  of  the  Lord  my  God,  to  do  \^ss  or  more,  of 
^  my  own  mind.'* 

But  the  violation  of  an  oath  is  not  confined  to  the 
witnesses  only  ;  the  sin  may  be,  sometimes,  charged 
upon  the  Jury.  Should  there  be  one  of  the  jurors, 
who  has  any  partiality  for,  or  prejudidb  against,  either 
of  the  parties  i  and  should  he,  in  compliance  with  that 
prejudice  or  that  partiality,  attempt,  direcdy  or  iiidi*» 
Teclly,  to  influence  the  minds  of  the  rest,  in  order  that 
n  verdict  may  be  obtained  contrary  to  the  evidence,  by 
which  alone  their  judgment  is  to  be  directed,  that 
tnan  does  not  act  according  to  the  tenor  of  bis  oath  ; 
to  speak  more  plainly,  he  is  perjured*.  It  is  unne- 
cessary 

^  The  advantages  oftiXtiil  by  jury  are  ondotthtedlj  many  ai4 
•jreat.  Sot  it  doet  not  follow^  that  such  a  mode  of  trial  hath  not, 
as  filackstone  observes,  defecu  to  be  removed.  I  once  heard  a 
cause  tried  of  some  importance— indeed  every  cause  is  of  irepor* 
tance^  if  not  to  both,  to  one  of  the  parties — and  it  was  obvious,  I 
believe,  to  every  person  in  the  Court,  that  the  Jury  did  not  know 
the  difference  between  the  Plaintiff  and  the  Defendant.  The  up. 
tightness  of  the  Judge  suggested  a  just  isstie.  There  is  aooiher 
defect  in  the  trial  by  jury.  One  obstinate  and  determined  man 
shall*  and,  we  see  every  day^  does,  cause  a  verdict  to  be  pro. 
nounced  in  direct  opposition  to  truth.  Should  the  question 'be^ 
afterwards,  asked  of  any  of  the  jurors^  why  a  verdict  was  given  so 
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€es)ary  \Mt  to  multiply  arguments;  for  wbat  wai  said 
<Ji  a  Witness  is,  in  many  respects,  applicable  %o  a  Jorj^ 
Just  let  me  add,  that  the  strictest  impartiidicy  is  abso- 
lutely necessary ;  because,  should  the  issue  of  a  cause 
be  different  firom  what  was  naturally,  and  justly,  e3t- 
pected,  it  is  not  merely  the  injury  done  %o  the  persoa 
aggrieved — though  that  deserves  the  minutest  attcn* 
fion^^but  others  may  be  tbei^y  afiected,  \pf  their 
appeal  to  a  decision,  founded  in  injustice,  obtatited  bf 
perjury,  afid  sanctioned  by  law. 

There  is  one  part  of  the  conduct  of  a  Jury  whicb 
St  may  not  be  thought  foreign  to  my  subject,  briefly 
to  mention^  mean,  when  the  offence  is  in  its  mture 
apparently  small,  but  its  punishment  esteemed  severe^ 
Now  the  laws  that  have  been  found  by  long  expe« 
rience  to  be  salutary,  ought  not,  surely,  vo  be  arrested 
fn  their  course-^-otrght  not,  surely,  to  be  rendered  in«> 
talid^^because  twelve  men,  incompetent,  in  general, 
to  judge  of  the  expediency  of  them,  choose — being 
possessed  of  the  power-^«-to  impede  their  force,  and 
destroy  their  efficacy,  notwithstandhig  they  had  just 
Ibefore  declared  in  the  presence  of  God,  that  they 

contrary  to  tbe  ctidbnos-^wlut  is  tke  reply  ?  Such  a  person  wooU 
net  agree  to  any  other.  Was  nbt  this  notoriotis  in  many  of  th/t 
Iflals  for  sedition  and  treason  a  iew  years  ago  ?  It  isi  thereforet 
greatly  to  be  wished — smce  dally  experience  assures  usj  that  a  jury 
is  not  alway»  composed  of  t*wel've  good  men  and  /r»#— that  instead 
of  their  unanimous  concurrence^  the  concurrence  of  twouthirds^  or 
threc.fborthf  might  constitute  a  kgal  verdict.  I  dread  innovation 
as  much  as  any  roan  can  do,  bat  yastioe  is  so  often  defeated  by  dw 
aiMa^  or  viUany,  that  nccesaitjr  calls,  loadfy,  for  an  ameadiaent  of 
the  present  mode  of  triah  Every  loyal  sdbjcct,  I  believe,  concurs 
with  roe  in  opinion. 
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would  determine  according  tp  the  evidence  only.    T# 
^an  to  the  side  of  mercy  ia  commendable  no  doubc 
But  is  not  mercy,  as  it  ougbt  to  be^  the  sole  province 
of  the  Judge?     How  a  verdict  of  acquittal — whca 
the  guilt  of  the  accused  is  clearly  proved-*— can  be  re- 
conciled to  a  man's  conscience^  requires  a  degree  of 
casuistry,  of  which  it  is  di£Bcult  to  form  any  compre^ 
hension«  For,  though  it  may  at  first  sight  appear  .rigor** 
ous,  .to  render  a  person  for  the  acquisition  of  a  triOlng 
gain>  obnoxious  to  the  heavy  punishment  which  the  iaw« 
of  his  country  have  decreed— yet  it  is  not,  it  should 
be  considered,  left  to  the  Jury  to  be  influenced  by 
compassion :  their  oath  forbids  sucb  improper  influ- 
ence ;  they  are  only  to  pronounce,  whether,  from  the 
evidence  laid  before  them,   the.  accused  is,  in  their 
judgment,  guilty  of  the  crime  for  which  he  is  ar- 
raigned, or  not ;  for  if  be  is  to  be  acquitted,  because 
the  gain  which  he  has  derived  is  trifling,  and  the 
punishment  to  be  inflicted  on  him,  in  consequence  of 
being  foUnd  guilty,  severe— rwill  not  every  one  sit 
down  with  his  first  loss,  rather  than  bring  an  offender 
before  a  tribunal,  which,  for  such  an  offence,  will 
allow  him  to  escape  with  impunity  ?  The  consequences 
arising  from  this  assumption  of  mercy,  are  such  as 
common  sense  must  disapprove,  and  superior  wisdom 
must  deprecate,  being  vexatious  to  individuals,  by  ren« 
dering  their  property  insecure;  and  injurious. to  so- 
ciety, by  encouraging  unprincipled  men,  who  are  re- 
strained by  the  dread  of  punishment  alone,  to  commit 
every  species  of  petty  depredations. 

Perm^  me  to  entreat  those  who  are  to  give  evidence 
as  witnesses,  and  those  who  are  to  judge  of  the  truth 
and  consistency  of  it,  as  jurors— permit  me- to  entreat 
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)r<ni  boA,  to  fii)il|  ilk\t  con^itendotii  Helttjri  tK6 
MipecdTe  4dbieB  impdied  apoa  jrM :  pemxt  noi  td 
suggest  to  fou^  ihai  t#  ifour  inwgrity  U  etftftrittfd 
die  prdpsny  of  Individuil^  ii«  (MMte  of  fdmilfe^ 
Mdtbe  wdUsfe  of  sAotety.  ^^  4^dl  ydtit^ves^  tficn't 
^  Mhe  am/^  Whilst,  m  tiM  ^^  hutid,  y6ti  Are  gi  V^ 
iog  tvktaue^  itciur  fipei(iiefl^  t0  f^mi  Mnsetence,  und 
act  solely  according  ta  its'  dkutM:  if,  ifbpelted  by 
iriniCtfMtf  nsbiitf^  yoa  1^1  a*  irttlhistibti  to  in/ure 
onopany^  by  sapfwti^  ib6  other  sit  tte  expente  of 
trutb^  ^IsMtd  yowf salted  fo«  a  i«6merit,  in  the  shua^ 
sian  of  him  ydu  afe  df^^ed  td  ii^jiite ;  and  theil 
aayi  bow  datsstaWt  ycU  ^pear  in  yottt  onrri  eiyes; 
dMi  CD^ra  4f  yoM  baaH^  i^haf  i^^wai^  aw^  ilbos6 
isbo  bring  upati  ^taii^lVei  tbfr  iibhorrenee  of  men, 
and  the  iad^ttaikin  of  6dd?  Act  rttiher,  as  if  iii- 
stead  of  gmi^  a>fUkato  bt«fore  an  eanMy  Judge^ 
jroo  waie  syaaking  in  tb6  amr^  itemedhrte  ^r^s^ce 
0f  Hfatiy  to  t^baw  ^  avc#y  heart  is  open,  and  ettry 
^  aacm  knoMi/^  WhilK,  on  the  cthei^  hand,  yod 
m^  abOQi  10  pronatmce  on  thd  vaHiChty  oF  the  testis 
mowf  yon  hava  beard^appeit  to  Ood  that  yod  are 
aodag'  ttiidef  tk§  lUiAie  kvfltlence;  tbac  you  are  se«* 
Sliced  by  no  tttbputioiii  and  biassed  by  no  preposses- 
lia«l»  ^  tifelt  assured  that  tbe  verdid:  yod  shall  ghre, 
slialt  be  so  jtst  attd  eootdeiftioifts,  that  it  shall  not 
berawa  yos  of  yoaf  ekpecmtions  of  support  in  tht 
Imnr  of  d*ath,  «Wr  of  yoar  hopes  of  itterey  at  iW 
4af  of  jadgiti^M,  Tbe  denatidition  Of  Ood  agairtst 
wflAil  aad  doifrtpt  pierjufy  H  to  VttxAerApxxs^  ^  as 
^  fo  aaaka  both  ilia  eaia  vf  kif*  tbaalatareth  it  t6 
^  tnigta.  5hatt  ha  ptospei^^  sbaftl  bO  esc^  that 
.    Vqu  III.  A  a  *  doeth 
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5<,rdQeib  such  tbifigi?.    As  I   UVie,;  sattfa  tihe  Lonl 
/^  God)  seekig  be  Mh  despised  the  oatfa^  by  break* 
^V U?e ^veiiaQt>  he  shall,  not: escape^    As. I  live" — 
.tbp  Almighty  svotrs  by  Himself— «^^  and.  God  is  not 
^^  a  man*  thai  he  should- lie-r-As  I4i^,  sahh  the  Lcml 
^f  God»  $uFel7  mi))e^a|h.*cl^.hs  hath  despued^  and 
<'  f^y  covenaiH  (hj^  he  hAth'hrxH&ftn^  even  itnvill  I  re^ 
.^<  cooqpense  upon  bis  oi^nrhead."    ; 
..With  this  hoprcs^i?^  ppQtl  your  midds,- suffer  me 
to  suggest  to  you  all,,  aod -ta;  you  in  pirticukr,  to 
.^whom  thi&  disQourse :  h^th  ho^  '944iessed^ ;  that  the 
tioif  b  ^proa'cbipg  ^^  wh€;n  dte^^jDn:  of-  MM  ^aU  sit 
f^  on  the.  throne  pf  His  gjory^'*  and  we  all*  at  that 
last  great  9ssiz€^  <^  sh41  appear, befof6^ the  Judgment-* 
•*  seat  of  Christ.     Fof  ihp  J^dgQ»ient  will  be  isct,  the 
*f  bqo)ts  ppencfl,   ?nd  ourselves  jit^^ed  out  of  the 
^'  things  that  are  written  ;in  j^e  hooks  according  to 
f}  our  works."    The  degree  of.  that  Court  is  never 
to  be  reversed — from  that  Tribunal. there  will  be.  no 
jippeaK    ,5iwc  then  wn  are/ bieyond  .expresat<MH  "ii^ 
tcrested  in  the  isspcvof,  theseiMfiwer-kt  us  r^ain  the 
most  poverfu?,,?nd.;ir»(^^«;the.ofily».Advocatcv  la 
plead  our  cause— r'*  the  (IWtiflA'Wi  of.  ai  goodx  conn 
/J^science/V    AjnfJ  whcjn  th^f .^{trg^Mfons  t  of  ^^  the 
J^. grand  ^ccwer  of^the^bfetJirPoV  are  made,  whcft 
tbq  list  of  our  pffejuccis.  i^  pro^ifc^^ — the  ei|caw«seis  0( 
y^th,  the  infirmities  of  s^^'^-ihe  $%n^  of  aU, others  the 
ilipst  heinous  (^e  ^  of  j^rjutj^,  ^ai9y^  not  be  found 
iq  the  catalqguei;  j\i^pr  af^^J  f^  trial, 4n 'which  the 
yery  secretSt.of.  ih^  h^ac^  sl^ljih^ve  been  explored — 
JVC  may  huff  b^y,  h<^i,  tf^rqMgh  the  ail-sufficieut  omm 
f i(S|  and  irresJHiblp  inte^ce^Mop^  of  our  Redeemer-^* 
/  .       -  w  'to 
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tD  hear  ourselves,  from  the  mouth  of  the  supreme 
Judge,  acknowleged  and  accepted,  in  these  transport- 
ing words,  whichj  at  that  most  awful  solemnity,  shall 
make  the  important  dirtinction'betwoen  tiie  righteous 
and  the  wicked — ^^  Come,  ye  blessed  of  my  Father, 
^  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 
«<  foundatioir  of  the  world  V^ 


'  1 


I   *      •  w      .f. 
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SERMON     XXXL 

ON    ENTRANCE     fi  If    A     J^fV  l^. 


♦  C0L0S5IAMS   IV.    I7. 

Tdtke  heed  unto  the  ministry  which  tbm  bast  received  im 
the  Lord,  that  thou  fulfil  it. 

THE  work  of  the  Christian  ministry  is  the  most 
important  which  can  be  committed  unto  man. 
The  design  of  it  is,  to  promote  subordination  in  so- 
cietyj  uprightness  in  intercourse}  regularity  in  con- 
ductj  comfort  in  families,  peace  of  mind^  and  hope  of 
Salvatiom  Where  it  is  undertaken  from  principle, 
and  performed  with  ability,  such  effects  are,  in  general, 
progressively,  produced.  ^  The  word  of  God  shews 
"  itself  to  be  quick  and  powerful."  That  the  Gospel 
should  be  studied  with  care,  delivered  with  fidelity,  and 
enforced  with  zeal  is,  indeed,  of  high  importance  to 
every  people  to  whom  it  is  preached^  comprehending 
both  their  welfare  here,  and  their  happiness  hereafter. 
Since  then  the  obligation  imposed  upon  every  man 
10  whom  the  Salvation  of  souls  is  committed,  is  so 


f 


•  Never  before  printed.    Preached  at  Great  Ooscbome,  Jane  iij 
t'J^^ ;  and  ai  Chritt  Chorch^  ^tb  a^erations,  Ang.  291  iSoi. 
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kcred  r  ihd  nmemof  of rfigihnck  b  ou^  eftHiii)|S)  tf 
^  gmug  difiels^  tdkiHyt  to  the  Votk  of  tte  nriL 
^  mittry)**  i$  clear  hi  its  principle^  and  irrciJsUUtf  is 
Mi  9^i^ziiM.  If  pidisore  sfadaecii  or  amnratidtt 
%itbdra;«r  uk  from  the  ftithfiil^  and  contakikiMNM  dii^ 
Charge  of  Our  ministerial  calHiig }  tfte  Ictss  siMaiMd  b^ 
tfiv  ^(i(^Ie  to  tf botn  we  are  boiuid  to  shew  uHtlialicii 
fiitelfty^  a*d  wnemicail  zeal,  it  irreparable.  Wbtiii 
the  niiniscer  of  the  Gospel  ii  lingeriihg  m  droway  i» 
acdVhjF^^wbilit  be  is  contendng  bimsdf  vidi  perfbml^ 
fng  \tt\\yi  the  ducks  of  his  bdy  fmciioii ;  the  eoetojr 
of  roankikd  kf  oo  the  crimthiry,  idoM  indurtrioiis  ih 
M^  employ  menty  and  uiiceamg  in  bis  txertionii;  nkaU^ 
tioady  intent  upon  cboking  the  good  seed^  and  itt^ 
diftririg  the  ground  imifnntfuL  If  ibe  ChriflOka  iliinditer 
etaUs  to  waieh  over  his  paidsh ;  or  if  be  iattify  himself 
vfUhi  Intttlf ^  detivering  stated  dtscoterses^  it bidb  am 
dhbiAr  above  the  comprkfarasion^  not  adaptfejd  to  the 
dMIiilllt^lrteM^  or  no^  svttcicndyy  idterbsdng  to  the 
Afecdoil*  ^f  Wa'burers^  ^  the  lore  of  maAy  begins 
^  to  tMtx  4Dld  *J*  be  percciives  die  viod^  powers  of  R<s 
ligiot^  to  be  saspendtd;  and  he  has  yeiP^  s6odr  occ»- 
dot  to  apply  CO  seme^  wboii  he  aUghifaave  codtieiytd 
Ik^  •'  b6  itoitei  ift  thd  faiOi,*'  de  wards  of  our  filesaid 
L*d  to  Hii  disciples— ^  wiU  ye  al»  go  aiway  ?*" 

I«pMsMl  wM^  a^ense  off  the  gieat  work  conmiitted 
lo  hto  «aM,  tlS»  attdimcMi  of  every  Cntfaful  miiiiMer  of 
Ch«  Oospi^l  will  bedireee^  to  implant^  in  the  beans 
of  tflMi  in  genenrii  and  of  hia  own  parisbonert  more 
Mpotttflly,  a^  &Q||f  and  sdid  pliadple  of  (be  love  and 
lfei«of  Ood>  lo  idlbtm  diAr  mdentanding  widi  the 
VMAii^  And  io  regulate  dMsir  blchavio^  bf  die.  fireiqptk, 
«f  dM  CoitMl  mUy  wUl  he  Uaceeh  did  Akni^ 
A  a  3  diat 
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tha  the  wordwhtch  he  dkpentes  nay  be :  ^k  saVot  of 
^  life  unto  Mkf  earnestly  wiU  he  seek;  and  stuiiotKly 
will  he  oeate,  opportunitiesi  of  knowing  hdw-fiur  Jm 
labors  are  instrumentaL  ^<  in  biiogirtg  forth  the,  fcuks 
^  of  food  living.  He  will  take  diligent  heed  to  the 
^  ministry  which  he  has  received/'  by  the  Grao^  anid 
&r  4he  Glory,  of  God,  "  that  he.fulfil  it/*  He  wiil 
not  have,  the  effrontery  to .  recommeDd^  to  the  ob« 
-aervance  of  mankind,  virtues,  the  practice  of  which  he 
xleclines,  nor  to  represent  vices^  as  odious  in  them* 
seives^  or  hateful  to  God»  iii  the  commission  of  whK^ 
ht  indulges.  *<  He  will  not  only  know,  how/'  but 
5i^ill^^  be  careful  to  behave  himself"  with  peculiar, 
•and  uniform,  propriety  ^^  in  the  house  of  God,  which 
^«  is  the  Church  of  the  living  God,  the  pillar  and 
^<  ground  of  the  truth*  He  will  not  $trive,  but  be 
^  gentle  unto  all  men;  he  will  watch  in  all  things; 
'^  he  will  do  the  work  of  an  Evangelist;  he  will  make 
'^  full  proof  of  his  ministry :  Jie  will  study  to  fbtw 
*^  himself  approved  unto  God,  a  workman  that  needeth 
^  not  to  be  ashamed,  rightly  dividing  the  word  of 
*•  truth/*  Whilst  he  is  living;  imder  the  conviction 
that  his  own  example  will  be  most  efficacious  in  pro* 
ducing  good  morals,  he  will  call  to  his  aid,  and  enlist 
in  his  service,  the  force  of  argument,  the  power  of  per* 
suasion,  the  vehemence  of  exhortation ;  all  which  he 
will  diligently  combine,  and  wisely  unite,  in  the  dia* 
courses  he  pirepares,  that  he  may.  the  more  successfully 
promote  ^  the  instruction  of  his  jiearers  in  rigbt^qa- 
^  ness."  He  knows  that,  by  adaj^jMg  bis  pubUc  ad- 
dresses to  the  several  fftnts,  and  cop(titions,  of  his 
flock,  Ikcisball,  by  the  Messing  of  God,  be  made  in- 
rarumeiitai  in  <<  subduing  their  uaruly  wills,'*  and  in 
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laving  tbetr  hnmortal  soirls.  Thusj  instead  of  inddlj* 
ing  in  "  a  little  mare  sleep,  and  a  little  more  slumber/ 
or  of  ml^pplying  \ih  time^  and  misemptoying  his 
leisure,  ^^  in  buyihg,  and  selling,  and  getung  gain  i 
"  his  heart  is  fixed**  upon  one  single,  but  most  iifai 
ponant,  object,  the  preparing  of  those  committeld  td 
his  charge,  for  the  habitation  of  that  place  ^  Whert 
"  alone  true  joys  are  to  be  found^ — for  the  habrtattdil 
of  '^  that  city  whose  burlder  and  maker  is  Odd.**     •  * 

The  oflBce  of  a  parochial  minister  is,  we  'see,  to  per- 
suade all  over  whom^  the.  Holy  Ghost  hath  made  hint 
overseer,  to  secure  to  tfaetnselves  that  Redemption, 
ptirchased  for  us  by  the  death  of  Jesus  Chri^  on  the 
cross^  and  to  promote  that  sanctificationi  produced  by 
Ihe  cb-toperadon  of  the  Divine  Spirit^  as  an  fearnes^aild 
pledge  of  a  blessed  immortality. 

Such  being  the  nature  of  that  duty  upon  whicb  I 
am  this  day^  entering;  it  will^  I  trust,  ever  be  the  anxi- 
ous desire,  and  fervent  prayer  of  my  heart,  so  t^ 
^  fulfil  the  ministry  which  I  have  received/  as  to  give 
jpeace  to  my  own  mind,  by  die  consciousness  that  my 
labors  tend  to  promote  your  present  welfare^  and  to 
establisb  you  in  the  hope  of  the  resurrection  of  the  just; 
If  theyiail  of  producing  such  effect,  L  shall  disappoint 
the  purpe^  for  which  the  important  charge  is  en« 
.irust^dlto  me.  May  ^11,  included  in  that  charge,  ex- 
,  perieoce  the  blessings  of  Christianity  here,  that  you  may 
be  entitled  to  the  rewards  of  it  hereafter  I  The  "roan 
who  (eels  real  delight  in  worshipping  God,  and  calling 
upoh  His  name^  will^  besides. attending  upon  public 
worship  himself,  take  care  to  assemble  all  under  his 
ioof^  «  men,  women,  and  ^children,  in  the  place  dedi* 
^  Catjed  to  the  Lord,  that  they  taay  hear,  and  that  they 
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<«  aH  m? y  leanx  to  fe^r  the  Idx^  thoir  Qo4t  ta4  ^ 
«*  serve  to  do  aU  tbf  woxd»  of  Hi*  i*j>w/' 

Many  «ien  p^  (heir  whole  liw&iq  tbi^  q^kct  of  % 
dfityt  th^  WflW^  o(  which  I  shall  49«t  oinit  caFeS^Hy 
to  illustrate,  ape)  the  obligaiioa  to  wlricht  I  shall  not 
ooHt  e^rooitly  to  epibrceii^^tbc  i;ec«tvii^  of  the  hosX^ 
Suppen  E^ular  as  many  are  in  their  atteodance  on 
the;  service  of  the  Ckurchi,  they  aic  as  remiM  in  iheii 
attendaiv:e)Oa  the  celebration  of  the  SaaanKnt  It 
fhall^  therefore)  in  general,  be  i^y  andaavoTi  pi^nous 
ip  its  being  administeredi  so  placo  th«  several  pans  of 
t^  qq^ject  before  you  in  such  a  Hg^t,  that  the  iostt& 
dency  of  tbe  ej^cuaps»  with  which  sach  people  satisfy 
^ir  minclSf  vaay  bo  obvious  (o  Uirauelvost  An  iau 
poking  prqudice  pecvades  a  vay  oooiiderable  niunhoi 
of  the  members  of  our  Cbui^  that  if  befbte  tbsy  dii^ 
^qr  ii;f^ivc  the^  $agran>9nt  of  the  Body  aodfijood  of 
Quist,  all  will  be  weU^-^UPi  ^ror^  wihiph*  I  pcajr  Go4| 
I  nviy  ha  eoabled  ^  remove. 

To  the  necessity  of  atdendi^g  puhtto  worifaip^  of  ro« 
toencing^  the  Lord's  daj/^  aqd  ef  odehratinfttbe  Ho^ 
$acgraments  I  dquu  add  another  dwtys  which  is  novs  i 
^r»  very  iieldom  ohs«r^ed>  hm  the  obsonmM  of 
which.  I  phalli,  uff)n  every,  proper  o«caiio^  aneinpi  19 
ifitxqduiQe,  and  estahUsh,  amci^g  ycm^  tbn  dn^  of 
fosiily  wgrsbipb  It  isi  alas  I  the  «iM(om  «{  very  wwp 
iawilica  tp  retiro^  ix^gjvliarJys  V>  their  mn  vdihont  fiiit 
aiKmhHng  |osnb<(  foe  a  few  mm^  to  thank  Qod 
Coor  the^  bicfilth  and  s,urei^^  and  tp  beseech  Hun  u^ 
psiotect  thw  &a«  thft  ppiit^  and  dan^a  of  thq  njihi« 
TbefC! issqcjii aidffpliv^  want  of  pie^  aucfa  n  u»A 
yennwatto^  nf  Jfi^ifffm  ¥>  this  hearfWiiVih  praotip^  I 
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aod  if^  Iidpes  to  be  MocttfaJ^  cin  be  m  indeiett  as 
ever  to  addpt)  or  so  dioughtkss  Ai  co  suSier  himsdf  co 

^;  •         • 

CO&tlltllClll  Jt« 

.  Am  OBccUeat  cwtoni^  fennedy^  prevailed  among 
die  Clergy,  of  knowiiig)  personaUy,  twety  on^  who 
Ihed  ta  tbck  pBrisfaef>  aad  of  visitif^,  occamMlIf^ 
and  at  stated  petiodt^  every  fimiily  comiaitted  to  theif 
ebarge;  hj  these  meaiiSy  an  acquaintance  was  foraaei 
between  tim  Pastof  and  tbe  triiole  of  hit  flock*  Ht 
had  an  epportmlty  of  becoming  acquainted  iMith  t&eit 
several  wants.  And  wben  he  observed  due  any  of 
tfaem  Defected  the  Cbarcb^  or  absented  tbentselvea 
fitaa  tbe  Sacrament,  be  communicated  bis  observa* 
tions,  which  were,  usually,  both  affectionately  recaivrd^ 
and  efficacrotidy  heat d*  Tbis  fiioos  CMtom  it  woild, 
ia  tbese  depmatd  days,  more  especially  10  a  wealdiy^ 
and  esteasive,  partih^  be  diftoilt  co  fevhre;  fitrf  icis^ 
devoutly^  to  be  wisbedy  that  a  p^sonal'  imer<oiir«i| 
itntfbnnly^  subsided  becween  ministet  and  psoptig 
Bot  ^  thai  he  mig^,"  as  tlie  Aposde  exftcaset  1^ 
^  lord  it  over,  their  feidi,  bitt  rather  ibac  be  mij^c  bi 
^  an  faeiper  of  dieir  joy." 

It  is  not  very  ucownon  in  oar  Cburebeis  ^  Mftt* 
part  of  an  auditory  to  fert  di^kaeed  at  Ibe  W(\Kt 
lAicb  the  pccacher  seleets  for  die  aubffa  of  bis^  dis^ 
courses.  An  hearer,  sometimes,  supposesj  tfcai  A* 
aarmoniaaddsessedto  hmdon^  and  that  the  ntnister 
poittts  him  oot,  on^^  «i  tbe  coli^gationir  ]  am 
mmlDngr  to  bdievr  tbae  any  Clei|syman,  iMtead  c^ 
eonseientioinfy,  iaiUiiiif  bis^  mjmstry,  would  so  ^^bsstf 
debase  bis  iinctfoiK  A  otitaiiv  constioosne^a  majr 
aoggssi  10  tbe  beaacr,  ihas  sucb  a  diioourse  h  vttf 
appioabfe  toi  Ht  cifoottsttmtfs^r  btit  Ymik  not  vmmt^ 
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ranted  in  drawinjg  the  faastyr  coaciasion^  that  his  mU 
Ulster  iksignsto  render  him  an  object  of  deruion,  or 
a  theme  of  conversation,  to  the  rest  of  .the  aadiencct 
^o  {  £^ry  Clergyman  is  bound  by  the  most  s(^teiii 
obligatioBS  to  ^'  warn  the  wicked  from  his  way,  iq 
^  order  thai  the  wicked  man  may  not  dk^in  his  ini* 
^  quity."  If  a  minister  observe  his(  pariahonors, 
aome  addicted  to  excessive  drinking,  some  to  profane 
fftfearii^,  som^  to  secret  wrong,  and  some  to  open 
dishonesty ;  is  he  not  to  declare  to  them,  that  a  coo« 
liin nance  ita  such  vices,  and  a  commission  of  such 
crimes,  will  lead,  probal^ly,  to  the  destruction  of  the 
body,  but  most  assuredly,  to  the  condemnation  of  the 
soul?  ' 

.  In  the  discourses  which  I  shall  deliver  to  you,  I 
5hall  not  so  much  consider  hbw  I  can  please  your 
imaginetions  by  pathetic  descriptions,  and  delight  your 
ears  by  harmonious  periods,  as  by  what  means  I  cao 
best  inform  your  understandings,  and,  most  powers 
fully^  impress  your  hearts.  I  shall  not  amuse  yoa 
with  mere  morality,  collected  from  the  writings  of  the 
heathen  philosophers,  but  I  shall  preach  to  you  with 
nfFectionate  earnestness,  and  with  evaogdical  aseal,  the 
Gospel  of  our  Lord  and  SaViour  Jesus  Christ  When 
I  fireach  moraluy»  I  will  preach  the  morality  of  the 
Gospel 

:  There  is  one  circupostance  which  I  cannot  omit  to 
fiiention,r  because  I  Have,  sometimes,  known  the  most 
]^rnicious  consequences  to  arise  from  it.  The  Clergy 
are  accused;  often  np^iciously,  often  ignorantly,  of 
preaching  doctrines  dirccdy  contrary  to  those. asserted 
ijFi  Holy  Writ:  we  aje  said  to. preach  Salvation  by 
wprksi  ani^.depy  the  isAlicnccs  of  .God!s .Spirit  ofi 
.     .. :  the 
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ibctoind*  The  aisertion  is  false,  aqd  the  IfnpuiaiiQO 
\yjcked.  Th^  dispcn^iuioii  of  the  Gospel-  is  a  cove^ 
mua  pf  mercyj  sind  ihe  mercy  of  God  h  offered  to  us 
tliroogb  Christ  on  cotiditioD  that  wefulBl  those  di&tie$ 
which  the  Gospel  prescribes.  We  guard  men  against  the 
pitsiimptioii  of  believing  that  they  can,  ^nably,  feel 
the  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  because  there  is  no 
varrait  in  the  Scriptures,  when  faithfully  explained, 
and  clearly  understood^  for  such  persuasion ;  *  but  we 
rejoice  in  the  reflection,  that  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Com* 
forter,  dwells,  althouj^  in  a  way  we  cannot  perceive, 
in  the  heart  prepared  for  his  reception. 

It  may  not  be  considered  a  deviation  from  my  sub^ 
j^t  to  signify,  that  I  shall,  on  proper  occasions,  ear^- 
nestly  exhort  you,  because  I  shall  feel  it  to  be  my  in^ 
dispensable  duty,  to  cultivate  and  to  cherish  loyalty  lo 
our  King)  and  attachment  to  our  Country.  I  mean 
iiot  to  prostitute  the  pulpit  to  political  disquisitional^ 
but  base  would  be  the  return  that  Clergyman  would 
make  to  the  Government  which  protects  him,  did  he 
neglect,  both  by  precept  and  example,  to  recoiqmend 
ac<]uiescence  in  its  views,  and  obedience  (o  it^  laws.- 

1  shall  venture  to  propose  one  alteration  in  the  8er<» 
vice  of  the  Church,  which  will,  I  would  persuade  my^ 
self,  meet  with  general  concurrence.  A  sermon,  k 
should  seem,  has  nev^r  been  preached  from  Michael;* 
mas  to  £aster  on  the  Sunday  evenings,  in  consequen<;e 
of  which  the  service  on  that  part  of  the  day^  parucd- 
Jajrly  at  that  season,  was^  altogether,  neglected, .  Hoj^ 
ing  that  it  may  be  better  attended  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town,  especially  by  those  whose  necessary  avoca* 
lions  conBne  them  at  home  in  the  mornings^  my  pur^ 
pose  is,  on  every  occasion  where  service  is  prescribed 
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io  te^pMtabtei  I  shdt^  tiways^  be  lAp^Mked  ir^  tb* 
M*K>9t  diffideiice^  itid  sbalt,  I  iiM  iwiiM^  oA  evtfy  dft. 
€i^on»  M6d  iht  t^erthe  Of  til  your  tmA6i.  I  Ml 
kiot  insen^ble  thM  I  shall,  in  tfait  pht€^  MteUtaWf^ 
ttand  brfore  you,  16  the  greit^t  disarfvMtag^.  I  tiMK 
Mt  be  ignoraht  thit,  rii|  cotltrasdng  my  feeble  eHbfti 
vk b  the  temmated  perauaaidn,  add  the  onltdrical  latent^ 
6Fy<mr  Jaee  ft^ucb-tamented  *  Plestor,  ydu  will,  trior* 
frequently,  and  tMtt  setlslbly,  feet  the  trrejKnrnble  loia 
ycHi  have  siist»tied.  AAiable  stnd  betored  in  bia  pri* 
vate,  distingaisbed  and  revered  in  bia  pToftssiofiri^ 
ebaf^etef,  he  walked  before  you,  confirming  the  gd«4 
by  bis  example,  and  reclaiming  the  wicked  by  bis  ex^ 
jpMtnlitions.  Hfs  life  e^tbibited  tbait  happy  union  of 
teKgion  mA  Vfrtne,  of  piety  and  morality,  which  e». 
empKfied  hk  drieourses.  What  he  preached  to  oAetSf 
ht  prictised  bimseir  Experiencing  the  blessings  ef 
4he  Obspef,  ^  i  cMscience  void  of  otfente  both  tow 
^  wmdi  God  and  cowards  mati ;"  he  was  soliciioat 
ihm  bts  wbofe  Obtk  should  participate  with  him  the 
mMe  Messings.  Well  instructed  in  the  Christian  dis- 
j^eitsatbii  which  he  taught,  he  knew  that  its  design  li^ 
Hb  make  men  peaceable  deighbors,  and  useful  cititeni^ 
Md  tbrdugbottt  their  whole  conduct  unofiendirtg,  up^ 
#ighe,  pious;  I  mean  not)  from  die  seamy  lAft^rmatioii 
iffiteded  tide,  io  attempt  arty  dlblibeadon^  boweter  imk 

^  The  ker.  William  Jackson^  M.  A*  late  Vicar  of  Chriftt  Cliofdi^ 
and  Retcor  of  Wintcrbonic  Abbott,  ind  Winteibome  St^pleton^ 
tttttU    ' 
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^  \k  yet,  spcnk?ih,^*  H^  liv^,  aqd  wHI,  I  fjQ  pav 
l»iaded|  ever  Uv^  in  ygur  be^ns  9od  ^fecdonst  T\iG^ 
16  iipC)  perfa^$|  in  tim  ^s^co^bly^  one  individiiali  bii 
p^d^hoiu^ry  wha  may  oq^  iq  lome  in&umce;^  have  bee«i 
made  it  l>eaer  mam  «ithef  by  the  power  of  hu  preacb^ 
iflgp  or  ^  p]rev9l«Qce  of  his  «xampte*  Sucb  was  your 
foi^  iava}ua|>le  pas^.  Al(boiigh  suddenly  ^uiQmonal 
tp  pas^  «^  throuf^  the  valley  pf  vb?  shadow  of  deatb^"* 
M  wa4  Q¥i)y  to  giv^  a  joyful  amount  of  hi«  l^bor^  zxA 
ao  cnt?r  i\pQp  hi*  cv^li^ting  n^ward.  *f  Tbcy  th^t  he 
H  wi$e^  sh^ll  shine  9^  thp  ^un  in  the  ftEm^mem^  and 
^  tb^  th^li  tMcn  mjiny  to  righteousness  as  the  stars  for 
«f  et^r  and  ever." 

Succeeding,  as  I  do,  to  his  e^pe^  thpJUgh  not  prf» 
•99ii^g  tp  epiH^ti;  hts  exjcellences,  tbq  relapoa  wtnch^ 
fr<>m  t^is  4?y9  ^hmts  hetweqp  ust  is  of  the  aaost  iq^- 
u;cWM^  nai»HPe«  The;  <¥nr«  vS  yoipr  Salvafiion  is  txh^ 
tjFqsts4  to  me;  A^  (ar  as  in  me  licth^  Jl  v^,  ^Hhr 
IWIyj  di|Cih?ii<  the  dqty  \  havf  uodertajkom  **  I  a» 
^  he«9mf  yQ4T  s^rv^pt  f^r  J^nsV  sahe^**  The  com^ 
fere  of  my  fiwre  Kfe  is  plgi;^d,  akaosfi  entirely,  in 
y/ppr  h«9d^  lf>  in  con^equQn«e  ^  my  labors,  I  fu^ 
fif iv«  visil  and  genume  R^ligiofi  to  '^  increase  and 
^'  al^cmnd"  ampng  you  1  if  <>^  yeur  faitb  growfth  e»* 
*^  <ti>edif gly,**  and  yoi»  depowitrate,  by  your  uniforol 
ccmdw^i  ^bat  ^^  yQur  affections  arc  set  upon^  and  thas 
<^  ]K>«  i^m  laboring  X9  enter  ioto^  ^hat  rest,  provided 
««  <pr  ^  p«9p^9  of  Qod  I  I  shall  then  have  eicg^ding 
*(  qpqsolatiojfi^  ?nd  gopd  h^pie;  through  Qracq,"  tbas 
i^h(W  the  awful  day  shail  arrive  in  which  the  minisAcm 
f)f  the  G^tf pel  are  to  give  an  acopunt  of  the  several 
^M^iprsiQS  ifiy.  shall  h^ivei  dilivep«4  a^  tl^ir  hwera 
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of  the  persbnal  improvement  they  shall  have  mad* 
binder  them  J  I  may  be  able  to  address  the  Redeemer 
cf  the  world  in  his  own  words — ^  those  Thou  gavest 
^  me  I  have  kept,  and  none  of  them  is  lost.*^  In  all 
ve  thinks  and  say»  and  do,  let  the  expectation  of  that 
&y  impress  our  minds  i  and  should  you  ever  be  dis* 
posed  to  condemn  me  as  too  importunate  with  you*-* 
whether  in  my  public  discourses  or  private  conversa- 
tion—to persuade  you  to  becoine  such  as  the  Gospel 
requires  us  to  be,  you  will^  with  such  an  impression 
upon  your  souls,'  readily  ^  forgive  me  that  wrong i^ 
you  will  not  ^  because  I  tell  you  the  truth,  account 
*•  me  your  enemy,**  knowing  that  the  object  of  my 
Iieart  is,  ^'  to  present  you  blameless  in  the  day  of  oiir 
•«  Lord  Jesus  Christ*'^ 

'  No  man  who  reflects  that  the  issue  of  that  day  wiR 
be  everlasting  happiness,  or  misery,  to  every  human 
being  to  whom  the  Gospel  of  Christ  has  been  preached, 
can  be  so  weak  as  to  suppose  that  the  ministers  of  the 
Church  can  be  too  assiduous,  in  persuading  their 
hearers  to  be  prepared  for  it.-  If  they  suffer  one  soul 
to  be  lost,  are  they  not,  personally,  accountable  for 
such  loss?  ^^  If  thou  dost  not  speak  to  warn  the 
•*  wicked  from  his  way,  that  wicked  man  shall  die  in 
•♦  his  iniquity ;  but  his  blood  will  I  require  at  thine 
•*  hand.  .Thus  saiih  the  I>oid  God  unto  the  sbep- 
*•  herds ;  woe  be  to  the  shepherds  of  Israel-  ihet  d<l 
•*  feed  themselves:  should  not  tbe  shepherds  feed 
«  their  flbcks  ?  The  diseased  have  ye!bot  «tre»gth- 
**  ened,  neither  have  ye  healid  that  which  wtfs  sick^ 
•*  neither  have  ye  bound  up  that  .which  was  broken^ 
•*  neither  have  ye  brought  again  that  which  was  driven 
«  away, -neither  have  ye  seoight  that  which  Hwrj  lostj 

^  Therefore, 
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H  THcfefore,  O  ye  sbcpheiys,  bear  the  >6rd  of  thie 
^  Lptd;.  tbos  saith  tbe  Lord  God  2  bdwid,  I  am 
^  agunst'the  shepherds^  and  I  wiH  require  ny  flock 
^^  at  dieir  band*"  Let  any  man  ponder  weil  the  fords 
of  these  word})  and  then  ktbim  say.  whether  he,  td 
whom  the  Satvatioa  of  .those  souls  ig  comtnitced  for 
irboiii  Christ  died,  canbetoo'fervqitia  his  prayers^ 
or  tuo  urgent  in  his  soltckations,  to  .^^  render,  them  a 
^  people  prepsred  for  ihh  Lord  ?"  Let  \ma  say,  wheii 
the  ministers  of  the  Gospel  shall  stand  with  the  asgem« 
bled  world  before  the  Throne  of  God,  whether  they 
will  not  derive  more  satisfaction  from  their  having 
been>  in  the  dispensations  of  Providence,  the  happy 
instruments  of  turning,  I  do  not  say,  many,  but  even 
one  sinner,  to  righteousness,  than  from  the  reflection 
of  having  lived  in  pleasure,  or  having  amassed  abun- 
dance ?  If  fidelity  is  required  in  him  who  takes  upon 
bim  any  secular  charge ;  can  too  great  attention,  do 
you  think,  be  given,  in  fulfilling  that  duty  which  em- 
braces the  Salvation  of  mankind  ?  Can  you  conceive  . 
the  remorse,  the  agony  of  that  shepherd,  who  shall  be 
overwhelmed  with  the  reproaches  of  his  flock,  when 
they  shall  stand  together  at  the  Tribunal  of  God,  for 
having  betrayed  the  most  sacred  trust,  which  divine 
love  could  commit,  or  human  care  underuke  i  A 
serious  perusal  of  the  Scriptures  will  convince  us  that 
such  a  situation  is  the  most  deplorable  which  the  mind 
can  conceive,  and  the  guilt  attached  to  it  the  highest 
which  humanity  can  incur. 

In  order  then,  that,  when  we  meet  together  in  that 

great  day  of  the  Lord,  there  may  be  no  cause  for  r^ 

proaches,  let  all,  and  each  of  us,  my  brethren,  pour 

out  our  souls  in  supplications  ^^  to  Him  who  heareth 

f    '      yy^  **  prayer/' 
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^  pnyer^"*  that  I  nay  be  eMfcM  to  fmMMy  » 
prcaebt  aadl  you  duposed  m  meekly  to  bevy  the 
'  £viiie  word,  tbat  *^  we  may  not  he  an  darkiieu»  the 
H  hfindioidingtbeblbid^  but  that  we  may  all  be  the 
^  cMldien  of  light,  and  tfm  chfldien  of  the  day.** 
May  tbe  Abnigbty  grant  tbat»  as  weve  ledeemed  1^ 
lis  Pood,  we  may  all  be  sanctified  by  bis  Sf^f  it,  tmi 
ntaetyed  ibfoug^  His  esnrcy  into  tbe  mansions  of 
Utts  tbeie  M  dvell  villi  Him  thnmgb  a  ^omiis 
eltmtty^ 


5£RM01^ 
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A    FAREW^L    SERMON. 


♦acts  XX.  32, 

And  now^  hretbren^  1  commend  you  to  God  and  to  the 
ivord  of  his  Grace ^  which  is  able  to  build  you  upy  and 
to  gpeyou  an  inheritance  among  all  them  that  are  sanc^ 
tijied. 

nPHE  zeal  of  the  g^reat  Apostle  of  the  Gentiles  to 
-*-  establish  those  in  the  faith  of  the  Gospel  who 
had  admitted  its  evidences,  and  received  its  doctrines, 
is,  in  this  Chapter,  eminently  conspicuous.  **  He 
*'  hasted,  if  it  were  possible  for  him,  to  be  at  Jerusalem 
*'  on  the  day  of  Pentecost;"  and  that  he  might  not 
be  detained  in  Ephesus,  where  he  had  continued  for 
ihe  space  of  three  years,  he  had  determined  not  to  go 
thither;  yet^  that  his  original  purpose  might  not  bo 
frustrated,  and  that  his  amiable  solicitude  for  the  wel- 
fare of  his  converts  might  be,  at  the  same  time,  gra- 
tified, he  sent  from  Miletus  to  Ephesus,  and  invited 

*  Never  before  printed.    Preached  at  Great  OuiebOrne^  Auj.  i, 
i8o2. 
Vol,  ill.  B  b  ik% 
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tbe  elders  of  the  Church.  When  thejr  were  amt^ 
he  addresaed  them  with  the  consciousness  of  an  upright 
xnind,.  appealing  lO'  them  ivhether  he  had  not  witb 
unremitted  care»  and  undissemblcd  fidelity,  labored  to* 
csublish  them  in  that  faith  he  ha:d  preached  to  them :. 
and  in  the  conclusion  of  his  pathetic  address,  be 
^^  commends  them  to  God,  and  to  the  word  of  His^ 
^  GracC)  which  is  able  to  build  them  up,  and  to 
^  give  them  then  an  inheritance  among  all  them  that 
^  afc  sanctified.*' 

Although  ^  he  eouU  take  tBenr  to  record  that  hr 
^  was  cleaB  from  the  blood  of  ^1  men,  having  not 
f^  shunned  to  declare  onto  them  the  whole  counsel  of 
^  God;"  his  satisfaction  was  not  a  little  abated  by 
the  apprehension,  that^  ^  after  bis  depanure>  grievous 
^  wolves  would  enter  in  among  them,,  not  sparing  the 
*^  flock."  Knowing  well  the  inconstancy  of  the  hu- 
man mind,  how  apt  men  are  to  be  seduced  from  dieir 
Interest,  and  misled  from  their  duty,  by  artful  preten^ 
sions^  and  ensnaring  officiousness— how  ready  to  rej/ect. 
with  indifference  tbe  best  established  truths,  and  to 
embrace  with  ardor  the  most  dangerous  heresies^ 
whether  insinuated  through  subrilty,  or  proposed  witl^ 
confidence — knowing  well  the  vanity  of  the  human 
heart,  how  much  more  gratifying  it  is  to  prescribe 
than  to  practise,,  he  foresaw  that,  among  themselves^ 
men,  actuated  by  ambition,  and  impelled  by  rashness^, 
would  endeavor,,  and  with  too  much  success,  to 
^^  draw  away  disciples  after  them ;  and  would  lead 
^^  captive  at  their  will,"  those  credulous  beings^  who 
receive  flattering  words  in  the  place  of  sound  argument^ 
and  are  delighted  with  fair  speeches,  instead  of  obtain- 
ing solid  conviction. 

Although 
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Although  th6  A[k)stle  spake  "  not  in  the  words  of 
^  roan's  wisdom,  but  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit,  and 
**  of  power ;"  he  was  aware  that  a  pretender  to  greater 
sanctity^  that  *'  a  setter-fbrth  of  new  doctrines,'^ 
might  allure* the  simple,  and  Captivate  the  unwary, 
triumphing  at  the  spirit  of  sthism  he  may  occasion, 
and  the  divisions  he  may  disseminate.  I^hits  hath  it 
ever  been  in  the  Christian  Church.  However  irre- 
proachable the  conduct,  however  ardent  the  i:eal,  of  its 
ministers,  they  have  not  been  ablef  to  preserve  the 
flock  *'  over  which  the  Holy  Ghost  hath  made  them 
"  overseers,**  from  the- ravening  wolves  that  enter  in 
among  them,  rejoicing  in  the  confusion  they  excite,  and 
enriched  by  the  ruin  they  produce. 

What  influence  Christianity  is  required  to  have  on 
the  mind  in  producing  right  conduct,  is  not,  if  we  are 
to  j  udgfe  from  appearanfces,  sufficiently  cbnsidered  by 
vtry  many  men>by  whom  its  truth  is  believed,  and  its 
doctrines  approved.  Extreme  indifference  and  supine 
negligence,  promineiit  features,  alas !  of  the  present 
agCi  will  j  surely,  be  considered  by  Him  who  proposed 
the  Gospel  to  our  acceptance,  as  heinous  transgres- 
sions: and  what  excuse  can  be  made  for  perverse  in* 
attention  to  the  word,  and  wilful  disobedience  to  the 
will,  of  heaven,  it  behoves  us  all  to  donsldct-  "before 
^*  the  Throne  is  ^x^  and  the  Books  are  opened."  The 
ministers  of  the  Gospel  address  to  their  hearers  the. 
most  interesting  truths,  calculated,  in  their  very 
nature,  to  arrest  every  faculty  of  their  souls,  and 
to  engage  them  to  fulfil,  if  with  imperfect  success,  yet 
with  earnest  endeavors^  the  several  duties  of  their  sta* 
tions ;  and  when  they,  who  labor  in  the  moral  fields 
might  expect  tQ  wi  the  happy  effect^  the  maturity  of 

2  b  2  harvest, 
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harvest,  they  have  the  inexpressible  martificatiOA  of 
perceiving  it  in  one  place  so  stony  as  to  have  received 
no  seed;  in  another  producing  the  rankest  we^ds  ;  and 
in  a.  third,  wkh  luxuriant  vegetation,  and  bokl  defiance^ 
choking  the  good  grain  with  the  most  pernicious  briera^ 
Whether  the  preacher  represents  to  his  flock  the  tender 
mercies  of  ibeir  heavenly  Father  in  His  supertntendiwg 
Providence — His  unuteraWelove  in  His  dispensation  of 
Grace  and  loercy  to  His  fallen  creatures — or  the  dread- 
ful threatening^  He  denooilces>  and  the  awful  punish- 
xnent  He  will  inflict  on  obstinate  perverseness,  and  in^ 
corrigible  contempt — the  anion  of  every  motive  and  of 
every  argument  i9>  generaUy,  too  feeble  to  constrain 
obedience  >  too  often  insufficient  to-  awaken  attention* 
The  gay  and  opnlent,  and  the  poor  and  needy  alike  for- 
get the  obligations  Christianity  imposes* on  them.  Even 
old  age  is,  sometimes,,  brought  with  difficulty  to  the 
house  of  God,  and  wheB  assembled  in  Hia  more  im* 
mediate  presence,  sits  careless  and  irreverent,  forgetting 
that  it  is  tottering  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice^  and  must 
goon  be  precipitated  into  the  gulph  of  eternity.    In  an 
occurrence  so  lamentable,  the  miniver  of  the  Gospel 
is  not  to  faint  and  grow  weary,  but  to  pray  with  fervor^ 
and  persevere  with  diligence:  he  knows  that  the  hearta 
of  men  ate  in  the  bands  of  the  Lord,  a:nd  that,  at  the 
lime,  when  he  seems  to  be  cin  useless  laborer,  virtue 
xnay  be,  gradually,  gaining  the  ascendant  over  vice^ 
and  good  moFaband  true  Religion,  silently^  siipplant* 
ing  d^egenerate  habits,  and  presumptuous  security.     le 
is  a  source  of  consolation  to  the  preachers  of  the  word^ 
that,  although  they  may  not  perceive  the  fruits  of  good 
Mving  so  abundant  as  their  zeal  for  the  success  of  the 
Gospel^  and  their  affisction  for  tlie  people  commiued  to 
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Aeir  chiirge  may  lead  them  to  expect,  they  may,  rea- 
ionably,  Hope,  that  its  Ordinances  have  an  exicnded; 
although  uahappily,  not  an  uniform,  iafluence,  on  so- 
cial transactions  ;  and  that  the  fear  of  God,  often,  re- 
etrains  from  evil^  when  laws  may  be  transgressed  with 
impunity,  and  justice  evaded  without  apprehension* 
Yet  it  is  to  be  wished,  that  Religion  were,  always,  the 
acting  principle,  that  it  might,  in  consequence,  be  evi* 
dent  to  ail  men,  that  we  are  Christians,  not  in  name 
and  profession  only,  but  in  reality  and  truth. 

That  Christianity  hath,  under  my  ministry,  made 
<ome  progress,  and  that,  since  I  have  had  the  supcrin* 
lendence  of  the  parish,  some  have  been  "  converted 
^  from  the  error  of  their  ways" — some,  who  were  irre* 
6oiute  and  wavering,  have  been  brought  to  believe,  with 
stedfastness,  the  truths,  and  practise,  with  sincerity,  the 
J)recepts,  of  the  Gospel,  is  a  reflection,  which,  whilst  it 
administers  comfort  to  my  mind,  adds  to  the  many 
pangs  which  a  separation  from  those  from  whom  I  have 
received  the  most  affectionate  attentions,  and  to  whom 
I  had  expected  to  devote  the  labors  of  my  life,  nccessa*. 
rily  occasions. 

When  an  affectionate  parent  perceives  that  his  de- 
parture 18  at  hand,  anticipating  the  loss  lys  family  is 
about  to  sustain,  he  Assembles  them  around  his  dying 
bed,  that  he  may  give  them  his  last  advice,  and  pro^ 
nounce  his  kst  blessing.  Actuated,  in  some  measure^ 
by  the  same  feelings,'  I  have,  in  my  visits  to  your  se- 
veraHamflie^  solicited  your  personal  attendance  in  the 
hoiise  of  God  this  day,  that  I  might  have  the  opportu* 
hity  of  bequeathing  as  a  solemn  legacy,  a  zealous  and 
affectionate  recommendation  of  the  observance  0/ those 
tfqttesy  with  which  I   first  commenced  my  ministry 

B  b  3  among 
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among  you,  and  which,  being  your  highest  interest,  I 
pray  God,  may  be  your  principal  delight,  to  fulfil^  that, 
when  you  are  called,  as  you  soon  will  be,  to  give  an 
account  to  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  for  the  improve* 
ment  you  have  made  under  the  preaching  of  the  Qos* 
pel,  you  may  answer,  individually,  for  yourselves,  oot 
with  despondency  and  apprehension,  but  with  satisfac* 
tion  and  comfort^ 

The  fir$t  duty  I  shall  mention,  is  the  devout  ob- 
servance of  the  Lord's  day.  The  Sunday,  with  grief 
I  repeat  it,  is  considered  by  some,  iperely,  as  a  day  of 
rest.  They  neglect  auending  the  servi^:^  of  the  Church, 
one  Sabbath  after  another,  and  pass  the  4ay,  either  in 
idleness  at  home,  or  in  unnecessary  visits  abroad.  \Af 
brethren,  this  is,  probably,  the  last  tipne  I  shall  ever  adr 
dress  you  from  this  place.  Permit  pne,  therefore,  tQ 
propose  to  you  this  simple  question.  Were  this  da)^ 
the  great  day  of  account — were  we  now  assembled  be- 
fore the  Throne  of  God — do  you  believe,  in  yoyr  Qon-. 
sciences,  that  those  excuses  you  have  oflfcred  to  ^le| 
when  I  have  requested  you  to.  attend  divine  service, 
would  be  sufficient  to  present  to  the  Almighty?  Woui4 
you  bay?  the  presumption  to  make  them  to  Him 
^^  froo)  wbom  119  secrets  are  hid,  to  whom  all  thought^ 
^^  are  (cnown?'!  And  if  you  would  tremble  at  sucK 
presumptipn,  as  I  am  well  assured  you  would,  why  will 
you  be  so  inconceivably  thoughtless-^for  I  wotild  ex* 
press  myself  in  the  gentlest  ternis*^as  to  persist  in  such 
a  conduct,  as  will  expose  you  to  the  virath  of  God? 
f*or  if  you  have  no  excuses  more  sat^factory  now,  you 
will  have  none  more  available  to  offer  at  the  day  of 
Judgment — and  then  what,  do  you  expect,  will  become 
of  you  P    Some  who  live  in  the  profanation,  at  leas^ 
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in  the  neglect  of  tbe:LorcKs  day,  are  iatfaers  of  £nnilie^ 
to  whom  .those  families^  naturally,  look  fur  precept  to 
infom^  and  exanpple  to  influence  them,  that,  ^'  he* 
^r  holding  your  good  works,"  the  Cod  x>f  love  and 
ihe  Fpther  of  mercies,  may,  in  xhat.day  ^^  4^bcp^vei|r 
^K  eyeball  see  Him^  accept  you  both."  Wjei:e  there 
-no  satisfaction  in  pouring  out  your  souls «at  the  Throne 
of  Grace ;  were  there  no  sausfacuoo  in  reflecUng,  that, 
in  our  ipublic  s^sqmblieiSL^  we  all,  independent  of  our 
fnoral  vconduct,  appear,  vritbout  distinction,  as  .childrea 
^tbe  <same  Father,  and,  equally,  tlie  objects  >Qf  His 
|>rovidential  care;  yet  when  we  further,  consider,  ithajt 
to  th^  profanation  of  the  Lord's  day  have  *heen  .attri* 
ibuted  all  those  cdls  which  have  brought  so  Arery  maof 
yof  our  fellowicreatuces  vto  an  untimely  i^nd^  tbe^ 
fears  of  every  parent,  it  night  be  s^pppsed,  ^ould  b^ 
^wakened,  and  bis  whole  soul  alarmed,  lest  his  chiU 
xlren  should  plead  ;bis  example  in  extenuation  of  their 
ftdces,^juid  as  an  apology  for  their  crimes.  Rather,  my 
J)rethren,  learn  to  estimate  the  value  of  the  Lord'tS 
xlay— Ja  it  l)e  a  day  of  tcs^  o^  cbe^rfvlntss,  qf 
kkvotion— *let  a  part^f  it  be,  unif9rmty^  appropriate 
40  acquire  a  knowlege  pf  the  &cciptm:es,  and  of  thie 
God  who  wrote  them— >let  it  be  to  a}l  of  you^^wfaat  ic 
is,  graciously,  intended  to  be— an  emblen^  .of  heavep^*^ 
a  passage  ihrough  ibe  vale  of  iportality  to  tbjp  /^iojps  of 
Jifc. 

i  would,  likewise,  suggest  lo  you,  that  adiviRe  in* 
viiation  is  given  you^  four  times  in  the  year,  to  cele* 
iirate  the  Lord's  Supper— an  invitation  which  folly 
^nly  can  overlook,  and  profligacy  ^alooe  can  reject* 
J  hav^  during  my  ministry,  pressed  this  duty  upqn 
^ou  with  unMQh  earnestnejis,  and,  I  \f\os$  God,  nof, 
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altogether,  without  effect.    But  I  cannot  dispel  my 
fears,  that,  after  my  departure,  you  may  be  indueed  to 
forget  my  exhortations,  and  return  to  that  state  of 
8upineness  and  inattention  from  vhich  it  has  pleased 
God  to  deliver  you.     In  the  celebration  of  the  Lord*s 
Supper  are  comprized  all  the  blessings  of  the  Christian 
Covenant— expiation  of  sin,  renewal  of  heart,  peace  of 
niind,  acceptance  with  God.    Your  participation,  indi- 
vidually,  of  such  invaluable  blessings  was  the  first  ob- 
ject of  my  preaching  and  my  labors,  of  my  prayers  and 
of  my  solicitude.    In  my  reflections  on  the  state  of  my 
parish,  I  consider  my  flock  as  divided  into  four  unequal 
parts.     One,  blessed  be  God!  a  Very  considerable, 
part,  uniformly  receive  the  Holy  Sacriment ;  a  second 
deceive  it  about  twice  in  they>ar:  these  two  classes 
com^ize  more  thin  four  fifths  of  the  inhabitants.     A 
third  description  of  people  have,  during  the  five  years 
I  have  been  yoiir  minister,  occasionally  received  the 
Commuiiion.^    And  a  fourth,  of  whom  I  thank  God, 
therfe  alpe  very, -^  vefy^  few,  have*  never  received  it  at 
all.     They  resist  all -exhortations^     They  are  deaf  to 
«11  persuasions. '  Be  it  so  T  I  have,  I  humbly  hope,  de- 
iiver^dmy  soul.     "When  I  say  onto  the  wicked^* — ft 
-is^the  tsnguage  of  God  by  his  Prophet—**  6  wicked 
-^  man,  thou  shalt  surely  die ;  if  thou- warn  the  wicked 
^  oT  his  way  to  turn  firom  it,  if  he  do  not  turn  from  bis 
**  way,  he  shall  die  in  his  iniquity ;  but  thou  bast  deli* 
-♦*  vered- thy  soul."        * 

Lef  not  tbi*  my  last  address  be  without  efFett..  Dis- 
charge your  ^uty  as  Christians!,  fie  cloatbed  with  the 
VeddSng  gai^ment ;  4cst  when  y^  stand  before  Gt>d,  yie 
'should  then  be  found  without  it,  and  Aould,  for  your 
negligence, -«*  be  cast  into  outer  dart;ness,*wl!erc  thece 
rW^fcwftiiingand  gnashing  X)f  teeth.*' 

Another 
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Another  duty  of  no  less  importance,  which  I  am, 
extremely,  solicitous  to  prevail  with  those,  who  have 
begun  the  practice,  to  continue;  and  with  those  who 
have  neglected  to  appropriate  its  blessings,  to  \ivt  id 
the  neglect  no  longer,  is  family  worship.  Carelessness 
may  disregard,  folly  deride,  and  impiety  contemn  the 
observance :  but  there  is,  assuredly,  no  security  likt 
trust  in  the  Lord,  there  is,  believe  me,  no  comfort 
like  the  worship  of  God.  He,  who  consklers  that 
when  he  goes  to  rest  at  night,  may  awake  in  eternity 
in  the  morning — that  his  children  and  his  boushoM 
may  be  murdered  by  the  assassin,  or  consumed  in  the 
flames,  will  fed  it  as'much  his  delight  as  it  is  his  duty, 
devoutly  and  reverently,  to  solicit  with  them  the  pro- 
tccnon  of  that  gracious  Being,  who  neither  shimbcff 
nor  sleeps.'  He,  who  is  impressed  with  such  senti- 
ments, will  not  repose  in  indifference  without  Rdi^ 
gion,  nor  content  himself  with  substhtuing*  external 
decorum  for  vital  piety.  He  will  esteem  his  family  as 
a  community,  and  will  shudder  at  thctlrdogirt  of  hieing 
at  the  head  of  that  community,  and  discour^gjiAg  and 
excluding,  instead  of  ititroducing  and  establishing, 
€Upplication  to  Him,  without  'whtjse  Providence,  no 
community  can  subsist.  What!  shall  he  refuse  tHe 
opportunity '  of  presenting  himself,  his  children,  and 
his  family  before  the  King  of  kings  and  the  Lord  of 
lords  ?  What !  shall  he  negledt  the  means^  of  pro- 
^clainwng  allegiance  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  suppli- 
cating proteaion  on  the  other?  No!  he  estimates, 
"too  justly,  both  the  honor  to  which  he  is  admitted, 
'and  the  blessings  He  may  dbtain  from  so  holy  an  inter- 
'cbursel'  -  May*  such,  my  brethren,  be  the  chanicterof 
^  o^ytfn  I  Although  k  »  inaf)'  seeai  evil,"  or  a  siatter 
'  '  Of 
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pf  indifference  to  others  ^Uo  serve  the  Lord,**  may  it 
be,  individually,  your  resolution  ^^  to  serve  the  Lord 
^^  your  God*'  in  your  several  femilies,  and  to  ^^  obey 
•*  His  voice"  in  your  whole  conduct ! 

Such  are  th^  religious  duties  which  I  feel  it  incum* 
bent  on  me  to  recommend  to  your  observance  before 
I  leave  you ;  because  if  they  are,  uniformly,  and  reve- 
rently, fulfilled,  you  will  be  amiable  in  your  social, 
upright  in  your  moral,  and  exemplary  in  your  re- 
ligious, character.  J  may,  I  trust,  humbly  appeal 
to  God»  that,  during  the  time  your  Salvation  has  been 
entrusted  to  me,  \  have,  faithfully,  discharged  the  im« 
portant  duty,  and  have  watched  over  your  souls  with 
the  solicitude  of  one.  who  was  one  day  xp  give  account 
for  them.  I  havp  hftd  i;o  motive  \n  whatever  I  have 
written,  pr  dje|ivered,  or  done  in  my  parish,  but  your 
gopd*  And  it  is  this  testimony  pf  my  conscience 
which  supports;  me,  when  I  reQect  upon  the  awful  ac<- 
cpunt  weare^acb  qf  us  to  give,  I  of  my  ministry,  you 
of  your  faith  and  bearing ;  if  devoted  to  pleasures,  at«» 
tached  to  gain,  or  immer^d  in  indolence^  I  have  been 
iregardless  of  your  Salvation,  ^n4  have,  thereby,  suffer**^ 
fA  you  to  lose  your  souls;  if  to  gain  your  approbation^ 
I  hav4(  rather  endeavored  to  amus^  your  fan^y  tbap 
affect  your  hearts  y  if  led  away  by  a  ae^t  or  par^y,  % 
have,  in  order  to  please  men,  kept  out  of  sigbt^or  mis-> 
represented,  the  essential  doctrines  of  the  evcr-^lesse(t 
Oospel»  I  ^baU  ^  myself  the  object  of  contempt  aofi 
aUiorrencei  hated  of  men,  condemned  by  God.  Bt^t 
you  will,  I  pervade  ipy]ielf,dome  the  justice  tobelicves 
that  I  have  not  thus  fulfilled  my  minisury !  Your  we(* 
fare  in  this  life,  and  your  Salvation  in  the  next» 
have,  indced|  bceo  the  eqfl  an4  aiqi  of  all*  my  labort« 
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And  though,  having  had  prejudicips  to  encounter^  an< 
ignorance  to  overcome,  I  have,  in  some  instances^ 
been  somewhat  disappointed,  yet  I  would,  viUihgly^ 
hope,  that  my  ministry  has  not  l^n,  entirely,  usekssi 
I  would,  willingly,  hope,  that  when  we  stand  together 
at  the  Judgment  seat  of  Christ,  you  will  be  *?  piy  rc- 
**  joicing  and  joy.'*    Although  \  an)  ^bou(  to  be  rc» 
inoved  from  you,  I  shall  continue  no  less  interested 
\n  your  welfare,     Your  virtues,  in  which  I  pray  God 
ye  ^^  may  abound  more  and  more,"  will  a)\yays  afford 
tne  the  most  lively  consolation;  your  vices^^  which,  I 
implore  the  Alliighty  may  be  few  in  number^  and 
venial  in  their  nature,  will  continue,  as  they  hav^  hi- 
therto  done,  to  afflict  my  souK     Whether  theui  ( 
xnay,  occasionally,  **  come  to  sec  you,"  or  whether,  a^ 
the  iVpostle  expresses  it,  *^  I  hear  of  your  affairs,"  let 
me  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  you  ^'  stan^^ 
**  ^st  in  the  faith**  of  the  Gospel^  immovably  at- 
tached to  the  service  of  your  Church,  and  faithfi^lly 
observing  the  Ordinances  of  the  Gospel.     Let  your 
Religion  appear,  not  on  your  tongue,  or  on  your  facc^ 
|)ut  in  your  temper,  and  in  your  conduct.     Be  slow 
jn  your  censures,  gentle  in  your  demeanor,  upright  ia 
your  dealings:   do  to  all  men^  in  every  transaction^ 
as  ye  would  they  should  do  unto  you.     May  every 
inhabitant  of  youf  village  be  renowned  for  his  piety 
towards  God,  his  integrity  towards  men,  his  affection 
to  his    Church,  his    loyalty    to  his   King,  and  his 
attachment  to  his  Country!  May  every  virtue  floii- 
rish^  and  every  grace  abound  among  you !  and  may 
the  blessing  of  Providence   be  your  present  encou« 
ragement^and  the  approbation  of  heaven  your  future  re- 
ward! 
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Yard !    M^y  you  be  tender-hearted  one  towaids  ano* 
(ber,  liviqg  Iq  peace,  and  good-will,  towards  all  men  ; 
^d  may  the  God  of  love  and  peace  be  with  you, 
your  childienj  and  your  childrcna'  children  iothc  latest ' 
generation  I 
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SERMON     XXXIIL 


BEFORE  FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES. 


*  ROMANS    Xii*   5. 

XVf  being  many  are  one  body  in  Christy  and  every  one 
members  one  of  another. 

np^O  render  his  creatures  dependent  one  upon 
•*•  another  for  support  and  comfort,  was,  evidently, 
the  design  of  Almighty  Wisdom,  in  order  that  mutual 
aSbttion  might  preside  in  their  hearts,  and  influence 
their  actions.  And  to  promote  such  support,  and 
diffuse  such  comfort  throughout  society,  the  assistance 
of  one  man  is  constituted  so  essential  to  the  welU 
l)eing  of  another,  that  "  the  eye  might  as  well  say 
*^  to  the  hand,  I  have  no  need  of  thee,  or  the  head  to 
"  the  feet  I  have  no  need  of  you,'*  as  that  men  should 
answer  the  purposes  of  their  all-wise  Creator,  by  living 
distinct  from,  and  independent  of,  one  another.  We 
come,  indeed,  out  of  the  hands  of  our  Maker,  instinc<» 
tively,  disposed  to  afford  each  other  advice  in  doubt, 
consolation  in  trouble,  succor  in  distress.     ^^  We  are 

*  Preached  at  Christ  Chorch,  May  301  i8o|,  before  three  teTe** 
nl  locietles.    Nerer  before  printed* 
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**  every  one  members  one  of  another  :*•  we  are  paN 
takers  of  the  same  nature,  ^  derived  from  the  same 
origin,  endowed  with  the  same  faculties^  and  capable  of 
the  3amc  fiappine&s,  or  itiisef^. 

Such  is  our  relation  to  each  other  as  men.  But 
when  we  consider  ourselves  as  allied  by  the  still  more 
endearing  attachments  of  husband^  afid  of  father,  we 
fee!  a  solicitude  not  confined^  personall7>  to  our* 
selves^  or,  relatively,  to  society;  but^  chiefly,  em- 
bracing their  welfare,  on  whose  welfare  and  happiness 
our  own,  altogether,  depend.  Observation,  reflec- 
tion, and  experience  here,  wisely,  combine  to  teach^ 
and  induce  men  to  institute  societies,  composed  of  se* 
Verat  individuals,  circunistanced,  in  many  respects, 
like  themselves,  that  the  abundance  of  the  head  may 
supply  the  wants  of  the  members ;  that  when  the  day 
of  their  calacnity,  alid  the  time  of  their  visitation  shall 
Come,  and  they  shall  be  unable  to  support  their  help- 
less families;  each  may  have  for  himself,  arising  from 
a  fund  created,  in  some  measure,  by  theif  several  con- 
tribuuons,  a  relief  of  which  he  is  not  to  be  deprived, 
cither  through  the  insinuations  of  uncharitableness,  the 
malevolence  of  envy,  the  meanness  of  avarice,  or  the 
torpor  of  inhumanity. 

Such  is  the  origin  of  Friendly  Societies. 

Ishall  beg  the  continuance  of  your  attention,  whilst^ 
in  the  following  discourse,  1  attempt  to  shew,  more 
particularly,  the  great  usefulness  arising  from  suc^ 
laudable  institutions. 

When  men  are  blessed  with  healthy  and  employed 
in  labor — when  they  posses  the  vigor  of  youth,  and 
receive  the  wages  of  industry,  they  are  apt  to  disre- 
gard whatever  has  a  tendency  to  asswage  the  miseries 
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of  sickness,  and  alleviate  the  infirmities  of  age ;  not 
considering  tbat^  when  sickness  mfiy  overtake^  or  ac- 
cidents befall  or  old  age  oppress  us ;  men  have^  in  gene« 
ral,  greater  need  of  that  support,  and  those  comforts^ 
which,  in  the  lower  circumstances  of  life,  cannot  often^ 
especially  when  burdened  with  a  family^  be  obtained 
in  the  time  of  uninterrupted  health,  and  even  of  pro- 
fiuble  employment.  I  do  not  enquire  how^  in  that 
juncture,  are  those  refreshments  to  be  procured  which 
will  cheer  their  desponding  spirits,  and  invigorate 
their  sickly  frame — but  bow  is  their  family  to  be 
mainuined  ?  How  shall  the  work  proceed  when  the 
labor  of  the  hands  is  withdrawn  ?  How  shall  the  pro* 
duce  of  the  machine  be  received,  when  the  most  m«h 
lerial  parts  of  it  are  incapable  of  performing  its  neces*- 
sary  operations  ?  It  is,  extremely,  to  be  lamented,  that 
this  want  of  foresight,  this  want  of  precaution  against 
calamity,  should  ever  be  found  in  the  human  mind. 
For  could  men  be  persuaded,  in  the  energy  of  youth, 
and  the  season  of  health,  to  unite  themselves  to  So- 
cieties, when  the  little  that  would  be  required  of  them^ 
would  be  paid  without  almost  feeling  its  diminution, 
^they  would  erect  for  themselves  an  asylum,  whose 
.gates  would,  always,  be  open  to  receive  them,  when 
sickness  and  infirmity  spread  their  desolations,  and 
.made  the  strong  man  weak,  and  the  skilful  useless. 

It  must  be  a  source  of  unspeakable  satisfaction  to 
every  member  of  a  Society  to  reflect  that,  when  be  is 
entided  to  relief,  by  whatever  circumstance  occa* 
aioned,  he  shall  receive  it  in  due,  and  regular,  pay- 
.ment^,  without  being  subject  to  vexatious  delay^  or 
oppressive  diminution.  He  knows  the  justice,  and 
extent  of  his  claim ;  he  feelS|  thereforei  no  acknow- 
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legiement  of  obligation  on  the  ohe  hand,  oor  pays  att 
act  of  gratitude  on  the  other.  He  takes,  weekly >  what 
is,  in  fact,  his  own,  and  what  brings  with  ic  a  double 
pleasure ;  because  be  reflects  that— had  he  not  belonged 
to  a  Friendly  Society — instead  of,  carefully,  laying 
up  what  would  have  entitled  him,  in  a  state  of  sick- 
ness, to  receive,  it  may  be,  in  some  cases,  nearly 
as  much  as  he  could  have  earned  by  his  industry ;  he 
might,  and,  too  probably,  would,  have,  prodigally, 
squandered  it  in  intemperance,  and  thereby,  have  been 
led  both  to  neglect  his  business,  and  to  injure  his 
health ;  that,  instead  of  being  despised  by  the  good, 
and  distrusted  by  alt,  through  his  love  of  liquor  and 
habits  of  idleness,  he  lives,  not  merely  without  re- 
proach, but  with  esteem,  and  with  reputation;  and 
that,  although  in  the  wisdom  of  Providence,  he  \% 
placed  in  the  lower  classes  of  life;  yet  always  remem- 
bering that  he  could  not  both  indulge  in  excesses, 
contribute  his  monthly,  and  occasional,  support  to 
bis  Society,  and,  at  the  same  time,  maintam  bis  fa- 
mily,  he,  prudently,  preferred  the  credit  of  a  good 
name,  the  comfort  of  his  wife,  and  the. welfare  of  his 
children,  to  ali  the  worthless  conversation,  and  riotous 
mirth,  which  idleness  suggests,  and  intemperance  pro- 
duces.  If  it  be  so;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  a  know^ 
lege  of  your  own  heart  tells  you  that  it  is — great,  tin- 
speakably  grcaf,  are  the  advantages  of  these  Societies, 
as  tending  to  preserve  health,  to  ward  off  poverty,  and 
to  establish  the  greatest  good  on  this  side  the  gravej, 
Yeputatioa* 

Bm  there  is  another  advantage  accruing  from  these 
institutions,  such  as  must  administer  the  most  substan- 
tial satisfaction  to  every  reflecting  mind, 

0«e 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A  Sehm  hefire  Irknily  S^fUs.  ffi$ 

One  of  the  rules  of  each  Society  enjoins,  that,  when 
any  person  shall  die,  there  shall  be  allowed  to  bis  wi« 
dow  and  his  fiimily,  a  certain  sum  sufficient  to  defray 
the  «xpencesof  his  foneral;  and  afterwards^  a  still 
greater  sum  to  extricate  thecn  out  of  any  difficulties 
which  bis  illness  may>  unavoidably,  have  occasioned. 
The  pillow  of  sickness  is  often  planted  with^  thorns  by 
the  reflectioni  that  the  prop  of  the  family,  *'  now  that 
^  he  lieth,  should  he  rise  up  no  mor^*^  will  leave 
those  in  whom  all  his  cares  centeredi  without  a  friend^ 
without  a  protector.  But  when  the  king  of  terrors  is 
about  to  pierce  you  with  his  dart,  you  will  have  the 
comfort  of  reflecting,  that  your  family  will,  most  pro« 
bably,  be  relieved  from  those  embarrassments,  which 
your  sickness  may  have  produced;  and  that  their 
claims,  so  far  from  being  disputed  by  a  malicious 
officer,  or  withheld  by  an  unprincipled  oppressor,  will 
be,  punctually,  and  instantly,  discharged^ 

I  might  produce  many  more  instances  of  the  greats 
and  general,  utility  arising  firom  Friendly  Societies; 
but  I  cannot,  perhaps,  in  this  part  of  my  discourse, 
more  usefully  engage  your  attention,  than  by  stating, 
in  plain  and  fimple  language,  some  of  the  benefits  ari» 
aing  from  an  *  Act  of  the  Legislature,  whose  express 
objea  it  was,  if  not  to  grant  absolute  relief,  yet  to  hold 
out  encouragement  to  them. 

The  first  thing,  which  attracts  our  notice,  is,  that  the 
rules  of  each  Society  are  permitted  to  be  such,  as  are 
conceived  to  be  the  best  calculated  to  ascertain  iu  usci 
and  declare  its  intentions. 

Another  circumstance  which  affords,  in  the  reflec* 

lion,  a  mighty  comfort,  is,  that  a  due  application  of  the 

* 
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fiinds  Df  t^ftty  Socie^  b  sienrdd^  ih  ordel  that  ihe 
members  may  nbt^  ^f  ^  afdfictsi  of  ft^mAj  w  the 
baseness  of  coUusiotty  be  deprived  of  their  te^wnablb 
expectations 5  anti  equitable  clakns>  in  the,  seawn  ctf 
sickness,  and  under  the  preteure  of  tnfiniiitXi 

A  third  connderatton  I  would  auggest  t6  yM  which 
the  Act  wisely  embraces^  ts^  that  the  rulfes  of  each  So- 
eiety,  being  ftrst.  sabjecl  to  the  approbation  of  magia^ 
trates,  shaU  direct  in  what  mannei*,  and  lo  Whitt  tiSea> 
the  money  subscribed  shall  beapplied* 

Of  the  expedience  of  such  a  daaae  erery  person 
cannot  but  be  convinced;  it  being  obvious  that,  in 
a  large  body  of  men,  there  wHl  be^  more  especi* 
ally  conclsrning  the  distribudon  of  linbney,  varibus  seo^ 
liment^  and  irreconcilable  proposals.  Instances  may^ 
)>erbapsy  occur  to  the  minds  of  some,  tbat^  where  n 
Society  eould  not  agree  reapectrn^  the  disposal  of  its 
property,  when  it  had  ambonted  to  an  nnexpecicdi 
sum,  so  inRamiMtory  has  been  the  langttage,  and  so 
violent  the  enmity  arising  from  this  disagrcenkem 
of  opihion,  that,  forgcttihg  the  future  advantages  result^ 
ing  from  the  institution,  a  majority  bave,  mosc 
unwisely,  agreed  to  divide  the  prbperty  artong  the  se* 
veral  members,  and  to  di^soh^e  the  Society.  Thn^ 
for  the  sake  of  gratifying  thchr  malignity^  nurtured  by 
violence,  and  enilamed  by  opposition,  they  have  be* 
reaved  themselvte^  of  that  support^  and  com  fori,  to 
which,  in  tbdr  cooler  momentsi,  they  bad,  ibndljfi, 
looked  forward,  as  a  refuge  irom  the  storaat,  smno- 
times  unexpectedly  arising,  aitbough  the  sky  teightfae 
clear,  arid  the*  air  seferie.  ,The  applicatioli  o£.tbe 
fu-nds,  therefore,  to  any  oilifteT  purposes^^  ^;ban  tp  tip 
relief  of  indigent  member^,  is,  wisely,  forbidden;  as 

also 


Digitized  by 


Google 


also  t1^  diwdndon  oP  the  Society— except  vrith  the 
consent  of  five  sixths  of  those  who  compose  it-^whilst 
they  posies  the  power  of  encreasing  the  relief  of  their 
distressed  bretfarfen,  shbokl  their  stock  warrant  a  d^i* 
aiioB  frovi  their  usual  practice. 

Before  Frieadly  Sociccies  had  received  the  sanction 
aod  proiectioo  of  die  Legislature^  it  was  a  frequent 
cause  {)f  lamemation,  that)  when  their  members  were 
refraaory^  the  Society  bad  not  within  itself  the  power 
of  inflicting  an  adequate  punishment ;  whereas,  it  is 
now  enabled  to  impose  stich  fines  and  forfeitures 
as  shall  be  tiecessary  to  cosipel  a  due  obedience 
to  its  Jawls. 

Many  Societies  have  been^  maferially,  injured  by 
the  want  of  Mora)  principle  in  the  officers  to  whom 
their  money  has  been  emmsted^  not  being  able  to  en- 
force the  payment  of  it.  Against  this  inconvenience, 
Ae  Legislature  has,  wisely,  provided;  requiring,  more« 
over,'  that,  in  case  of  thfc  demise,  or  insolvency, 
of  such  officers,  their  execmors,  or  assigns,  shall,  within 
forty  days  after  demmd  is  made^  deliver  over  atl  things 
bdonging  to  the  Society  to  the  persons  appointed,  and 
shall  pay  the  money  thae  to  it  before  any  of  their  other 
debts. 

An  advantage  darived  from  M%  Act  not  to  be 
passed  over  in  silence,  is,  that  the  inabilities  ahd  inca- 
pacities Co  prosecute,  and  to  be  prosecuted,  in  the 
courts  of  justice,  attcodaafi  upon  mfmeroas  bodies  of 
oien,  having  one  ODtttmoU  interest  in  the  object  of 
prosecution,  are  removed  1  the  trustee,  or  treasurer,  of 
the  Society  bekig  enabled  to  institute,  and  carry  on,  all 
auits,  respecting  ibe  property  of  die  Society,  in  his 
OWQ  tiame:  aod^  sboald  he  be  removed  /rom  his 
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office,  the  action  shall  not,  on  that  account,  be  discon* 
tinued. 

I  might  enumerate  many  other  advantages  which 
the  Legislature  has  attached  to  Friendly  Societies;  but 
t  have,  I  presume,  said  enough  already,  to  render  all 
of  you,  who,  severally,  belong  to  them,  satisfied,  and 
happy,  with  your  peculiar  privileges ;  and  to  induce 
those  who  have  not  yet  considered  the  benefits 
conferred  by  these  institutions,  not  to  delay  to  posses 
themselves  of  them. 

Should  any  man  object  that,  if  he  enter  into  a  So- 
ciety at  an  early  period,  and  during  the  course  of  a 
long  life,  receive  little  or  nothing  from  it,  he  is  im* 
poverishing  his    family:    instead   of  repining,  and 
making  such  unjust  reflections,  let  him  be— as  one 
might  conclude  he  would  be — thankful  to  Almighty 
God,  for  the  health  and  strength  wii)i  which  he  has 
been  blessed,  and  of  which  others  have  been  deprived. 
Let  him  contemplate  the  afflictions  of  one  of  hi^ 
brethren  who  is  disabled  by  infirmity  from  earning  his 
bread— let  him  enquire  how  many  painful  days»  and 
weary  nights,  the  unhappy  creature  has  passed — let  him 
observe  how  his  strength  is  wasted,  and  bi^  spirits  are 
depressed:  and  then  lei  him  say,  whether,  instead  of 
discontent,  he  does  not  feel  a  satisfaction,  in  having 
been,  together  with  his  fellow  members,  instrumental 
in  contributing  towards  tlie  support  of  the  unfortuna^ 
being,  and  of  hayinj^  enabled  him  to  live,  though 
not,  perhaps,  with  comfort,  yet  with  quiet,  in  his  own 
little  dwelling — ^ifistead  of  being  draped  to  a  poor- 
house,  where  he  might  haye  been  distracted  with  noise 
his  spirits  could  ill  sustain,  and  overcome  with  melan-* 
choly^  to  which — from  the  rccQllcction  of  happier 

days 


Digitized  by 


Google 


A  Sermon  hef9re  Friendly  Societies,  3S9 

days— he  would  have,  unavoidably,  been  a  prey? 
And  let  the  person' who  makes  such  objection,  further^ 
reflect,  tbaSt  had  he '  himself  been  that  unfortunate 
wretch — ^and  he  knows  not  how  soon  his  situation  may 
change--then  let  him  say  how  he  would  have  ap- 
plauded his  foresight,  in  having  led  him,  as  a  member 
of  a  Society,  to  provide  against  a  day  of  distress, 
which  has  preserved  him  from  becoming  the  inmate  ot 
a  house,  which  he  could  never  contemplate  without 
foeUngs  of  uneasiness,  if  not  of  disgust,  and,  perhaps,  of 
horror? 

I  cannot  conclude  this  part  of  my  discourse,  without 
infpressiog  upon  you,  that'  <^  we,  being  many,  are 
*^  one  body  in  Christ.'* 

Your  sdlicitude  for  yourselves,  and  for  your  fami<» 
lies,  in  this  life,  you  have  denmnstrated  by  your  rela- 
tion DO  the  Societies,  in  consequetice  of  which  you  are, 
thiil  day,  h^e  assembled.  Permit  me  to  enquire 
of  you,  whether  yxHi  have  the  same  solicitude  for  that 
state  to  which  we  are  all  hastening  ?  Do  you  shew  so 
much  reverence  for  the  Almighty  as  to  attend  His 
lioUfl^  and  celebrate  His  worship,  when  you  have  no 
othet  motives  to  lead  you  here,  than  a  love  of  iSt 
natiie,  ^nd  a  sense  of  your  duty  ?  when  you  can 
either  frequent  His  courts,  or  absent  yourselves  from 
them  ?  And  is  your  whole  conduct  such  as  becomes 
one  who  is  a  member  of  Christ  ?  An  admirable  hW 
established  in  each  of  your  Societies  is,  that,  when« 
ever  any  one  belonging  to  them  shall  die,  your  mi« 
nister  shall  be  requested  to  deliver  an  appropriate  dis« 
course,  not  so  much  in  compliance  with  the  vanity  of 
the  dead,  as  to  promote  the  reformation  of  the  living. 
Permit  me  now  to  beseech  you  tp  enquire^  indivi* 
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dually,  of  yourselves,  what  cap,  wHh  justice^  be  said 
of  your  conduct!  and  cb«rMter»  vheo  you  shall  be 
brought,  into  ihis  consecrated  \tmfk,  a  lifekss  corpse  f 
^od  let  me  beseech  you  to  considet  alio,  not  merely 
v^hat  men,  in  general,  iqay  lay;  but,  whether  your 
families,  bM  your  friendft  judging  from  the  whol^ 
tcnqr  of  ypur  bebaviort  may,  rra^onably^  conclucfc, 
that  you  shall  have  died  the  object,  not  of  God's  wrath, 
but  of  His  mercy  i  and  wh«thert  before  your  soul  ukes 
Its  departure  from  the  body^  your  conscience  will 
assure  you  that  you  shall  be  placed  at  the  right,  not  at 
the  left,  hand  of  yo^f  JudgeT^wlietheryou  shall  be 
received  into  heavep,  or  sent i down  to  hell?  By 
questions  like  these,  faithfully  t)ut  to  your  hearts,  you 
yfill  know  of  a  truth)  whether  you  are,  indeed,  members 
of  that  body,  of  which  Christ  h  the  he^d. 

I  might,  fron)  the  laany  advanpges  resolting  lo  tiie 
community  from  the  ostabtishaient  of  Fviendly  So* 
cieties,  recommend  it  to  all,  who,  by  the  property 
which  they  posses,  or  the  farms  they  occupy,  are  in« 
terested  in  thicir  success,  to  become  honorary  mcm^ 
bers,  in  order  that  thete  excellem  Institutions  might 
receive  general  aupport^-i-I  might  shew  the  good  e^ 
feet  which  th$;se  Societies  produoe  in  the  poblio 
morals,  the  great  bulwarlt  of  national  ^Cc^  and  pro« 
iperity,  ppd  di^nce  infer  the  interest,  as  wdi  as  duty, 
of  ^very  one,  in  a  oertain  sphece  of  Hfe^  togtre  en- 
couragement to  them  by  his  influence^  and  stability  by 
hif  contributipns ;  but  I  have  trespassed  so  long  oq 
your  p^ticace  already,  that  I  will  only  detain  you 
whilst  I,  briefly,  exhort  my  mom  opulent  hearers 
tp  contribute,  liberally,  to  the  support  of  ihe  widows 
gn4  Oi^bitti^  wko^  by  the  loss  of  thehr  hu^ands  and 
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It  is  the  character  of  the  M^kf^  ^f-us  4&,  fi^\  <^  Ht 
^^  is  the  father  of  the  father less^  and  the  husband  of 
^^  the  widow  :''  it  is  (lis  command  that  we,  His  crea* 
tures,  resemble  Him  in  His  amiable  acts  of  kindness 
and  compassion,  in  supporting  the  fatherless,  and  pro* 
Cecting  the  widow.  The  opportunity  is  this  day  put 
into  our  hands ;  let  us  demonstrate  by  our  liberality, 
that  we  are  at  once  the  children  of  our  common  pa- 
rent, and  the  brethren  of  those — partakers  of  the  same 
nature,  and  pardoned  by  the  same  Atonement  as  our- 
selves—who, by  the  irreparable  loss  they  have  sus- 
tained, are,  indeed,  ^^  wretched,  and  miserable,  and 
^^  poor,  and  naked."  The  return  of  ifhis  day  awakens 
in  their  minds  the  remembrance  of  what  they  were, 
and  presents  to  their  imaginations  a  melancholy  scene 
of  poverty  to  the  widows,  and  of  ignorance  to  the 
ci;iildren.  Let,  then,  your  liberality  dispel  the  col^ 
lected  storm,  and  speak  to  their  agitated  minds  the 
words  of  comfort — '^  peace,  be  still ;  and  it  shall  be 
^^  according  to  your  word."  Did  the  widow  and  the 
fatherless  stand  before  you  in  my  place,  the  grief  of 
the  one  and  the  lamentations  of  the  other  would,  with 
irresistible  eloquence,  melt  your  souls  into  compassion. 
They  are  now  waiting  with  anxiety  I  should  in  vain 
auempt  to  describe,  the  effects  this  address  shall  have 
upon  your  hearts.  Disappoint  not,  then,  their  expec- 
tations :  but  as  you  hope  for  mercy  for  yourselves, 
when  you  shall  stand  trembling  before  the  throne  of 
your  Aloiighty  Judge,  entitle  yourselves  to  it,  by  this 
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day  contriboting,  according  to  your  several  abHideif 
to  feed  the  hungry»  to  clothe  the  naked^  to  instnjct 
the  ignorant ;  remembering  that  he  that  ihall  not  have 
shewed  mercy  here,  shall,  in  that  great  day  of  the  irord^ 
liiqiself  receive  po  mercy. 
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SERMON     XXXIV. 


FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES  SUBSTITUTES  FOR 
PAROCHIAL  ASSESSMENTS. 


*  CALATIAKS  \U   2. 

£egr  ye  one  another^ s  burdens  :  and  so  fulfil  the  law  tf 

Christ. 

SUCH  is  the  union  of  men  in  a  state  of  society,  that 
the  wants^  and  the  necessaries,  of  Kfe  on  the  one . 
hand,  and  the  grandeur,  and  elegances,  of  it  on  the 
other,  are,  mutuallyj  supplied.  When  assistance  be* 
coflties  necessary,  we  hope  to  derive  it  from  each  otber« 
All,  unhappily,  are  not  willing  to  contribute  their  se- 
veral proportions :  some,  therefore,  are  eased,  whilst 
others  are  burdened :  whereas,  we  ought  all,  accord- 
ing to  the  Apostle's  directions,  ^  to  bear  one  another's 
^  burdens/'  There  should  be  a  general  disposition  to 
promote  general  good.  Every  individual  should  con* 
tribute  his  part  to  the  welfare  of  the  whole, 

I  will  apply  this  principle  to  the  occasion  of  our 
present  iDeeting ;  and,  in  the  prosecution  of  my  sub* 

t  Pfesched  st  Cl^iit  Cluircb^  Whit.  Monday,  iSio. 
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ject>  it  will,  I  trustj  appear,  that  it  i$  the  interest  of  all 
within  a  certain  sphere,  to  sanction  with  their  presence, 
ind  support  by  their  contributions,  your  several  So- 
cieties. 

Government,  seetng  the  advantages  arising  from 
Friendly  SoQieties,  wisely  determined  to  prevent  both 
mismanagement,  and  misapplication,  of  their  revenues 
— to  preserve  order  and  regularity  in  their  meetings — 
to  restrain  violence  and  opposition  from  occasioning 
their  dissolution-^and  to  secure,  to  the  purposes  of 
theSociety^  the  property^  of  ^ich  unprincipled  officers 
bad  often,  with  impunity,  deprived  them. 

These^it  must  be  allowed,  are  essential  advantages : 
but  it  is  to  be  observed  that,  since  the  passing  of  that 
*Aci,.the  CQipplexion  of  the  times  is  so  much  change^, 
that  unless  pecuniary  «^id  be  afforded  by  the  Legis** 
lature,  or  voluntary  contributions,  or  subscriptions 
ipade  by  the  proprietors  of  estates,  aod  the  eceupiev? 
of  th^oit  ^^  ^f^^#  which  gives  sbdter  by  iu  foliages 
iJid  oQurisbmeiu  by  iis  fruit,  will,  before  it  l^s  takes 
deep  root,  droqp  and  withert  apd  ^^  the  place  thereof 
*•  wijl  know  it  no  more/*  The  4esigp  of  the  X-cgis* 
lature  va^  cvideatly,  to  tn&ise  into  the  several  mem* 
hers  eomposiog  Friendly  Societies  an  honest  pride  tp 
avpport  tbemielir^  ait  all  ura^om^  wilbout  deriviqj^ 
a^&iitaDce  from  ibeir  several  parisbes*  The  t  adciresa 
prcli^^ed  to  the  rules  pf  f acb  pf  yow  elub^,  irnpUea^ 
\^%  ^  yoif  feel  ap  bon^st  pridji  wvifr  the  cqrtainty« 

*  Entitled  tn  Act  for  the  encooragement  and  relief  qf  Friendly 
Societies.     June  I793» 

'  f  Written  by  the  Right  HonoraWc  George  Rosci  wfcen  Seer^ 
tary  to  the  Treasarj,  and  may^  therefore^  be  supposed  to  speak  the 
sense  of  Govornioeot, 
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•  that  neither  sickness,  or  any  mher  visilation  of  Pro- 
^  vidence  with  which  you  may  be;  afflicted,  tan  campel 
<  you  to  sue  to  the  parish  for  relieF.*  The  Legislature^ 
certainly,  concluded,  that  Friendly  Societies  contained 
in  them  ^*  such  inesttoiable  benefits/'  that  they  would 
be^  annually,  receiving  an  accession  of  members,  who^ 
generally,  wanting  no  reiiefj  would  enable  the  funds  to 
support  those  who  were  advancing  in  years.  This 
must,  obviously,  have  been  the  view  of  Government* 
For  supposing  that  a  Society  had  ceased  .to  encrcase 
its  numbers— and  <yc^  of  these  now  present  verifies  thd 
supposition — many  of  its  members^  after  a  certain  lapse 
of  years  become  old,  and  the  youngest  of  them  arrive 
at  the  middle  part  of  life.  The  funds  may,  and,  un* 
avoidaUy,  must*  under  such  circumstances,  be  ex* 
lNUt$ted  X  and  when  they  who  are  now  in  health,  and 
ne^  nothing,  shall  be  overtaken  with  old  age,  and  in« 
firmity — whence  is  their  expected  support  to  arifce? 
Some  of  them,  naturally  prudent,  and  sober,  and  dis^ 
posed  to  maintain  their  families  becoming  their  siuia- 
ttons  in  life,  have  bereaved  themselves  of  many  com<^ 
forts,  by  applying  money  they  couM  very  inconve- 
niently spare,  to  their  ordinary^  and  extraordinary^ 
payments:  and  after havii^  contributed,  it  may  be  jfbr 
twenty,  or  thirty  years,  when  they  themselves  may  be 
in  necessity,  the  springs  will  either  be  dried  up,  or  the 
weHs  contain  so  little  water,  as  to  be  insufficient  to 
supply  those  who  go  to  draw.  Can  you  suppose  a 
greater  hardship  than  this  to  exist  ?  Such  a  disappoint* 
ment  could  never  have  occurred  to  thetr  minds,  when 
they  first  joined  themselves  to  the  Society;  neither,  ii 
may  be  supposed,  could  it  have  occurred  to  the  Legis- 
iature. 

When 
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'-  When  the  Legislature  interposed  in  the  protectibn 
of  Friendly  Societies,  the  subsequent  increase  of  the 
price  of  provisions,  an4  of  all  the  necessaries  of  life^ 
could  not,  assuredly^  have  been  foreseen ;  the  cOnse* 
quences  arising  from  it  being  not  at  all  provided  againsu 
For  how  is  the  weekly  sum,  iMhich  each  Society  is  em* 
powered  to.  allot  to  its  members,  to  maintain,  a  family, 
who^e  earnings  are  so  much  reduced  by  the  sickness  of 
h$  head  ?  When  these  Societies  wtre  first  in&titutedj 
d)at  sum  which  now  appears  inconsiderable^  was,  pro* 
bably,  a  sufficiency:  it  was»  probably,  equivalent  to 
the  wages  which  were  received  for  weekly  labor. 

It  will  be  said,  perhaps,  that  the  Legislature  meant 
to  interfere  BO  further;  and  that  application  for  relief 
to  the  parish  officers,  and  if  necessary,  to  the  magis« 
traies^  is  still  open.  No  do^bt !  But  on  this  subject 
mMch  dissatisfaction-*— and  no  wonder  f-r-prevails;  and 
not  merely  in  this  place,  but  in  almost  every  other; 
I  will  only  observe,  that  no  person  in  want  o(^  and 
applying  for,  relief,  can  be,  legally,  refused  it:  but  as 
the  law  of  relief  now  stands,  the  weekly  payment, 
which  he  receives  from  his  Society,  may  be  considered, 
liard  as  it  seems,  a  part  of  his  subsistence.  The  con* 
sequence  which,  necessarily^  arises,  is,  that,  wbenevet 
any  person  belonging  to  a  Friendly  Society^  si  com* 
pcUed  through  want  to  apply  to  his  parish  for  addi* 
tional  assistance ;  the  sum,  whatever  it  be,  allowed  in 
each  weekly  payment  by  the  Society,  is  gained  by  the 
facisb. 

If  it  were  the  design  of  the  Legislature,  that '  neither 
^  sickness,  or  any  other  visiution  of  Providence  with 
^  which  you  may  be  afflicted^  was  to  compel  you  to 
^  sue  for  parochial  relief,'  Government,  unquestion- 
ably^ 
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tbly,  reasoned  upon  wrong  principles.  The  member^ 
of  these  Societies  are,  very  generally,  composed  of  two 
descriptions  of  people ;  the  one,  of  raen^  who,  in  the 
time  of  sickness,  need  no  parochial  relief,  bat  who  be« 
came  meipbers  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  themselves 
>vith  thai  siq^port  whkh  the  nature  of  their  skknest 
might  require  5  the  other  consists  of  men  *  who  go  to 
^  their  work  and  to  their  labor  until  the  evening  ;'••- 
their  illness  arises,  often,  from  their  scanty,  and  miser- 
able, living— living  do  I  call  it  ?  it  is,  God  knows,  to 
inany^  a  mere  existence.  Now,  when  they  are  visited 
by  the.hand  of  God,  what  they  receive  from  the  So^ 
ciety  ought  to  be  expended  on  themselves — in  supply- 
ing them  with  that  nourishment  which  exhausted  na- 
ture demands.  But  then,  how  shall  their  family  be 
sustained  ?  The  only  effectual  way  seems  to  be,  by 
enabling  the  Society  to  encrease  its  weekly  allowancea. 
It  is,  therefore,  greatly  to  be  desired,  that  the  pro- 
prietors of  estates  would  take  your  case  into  considera- 
tion. As  an  advocate  of  these  Institutions,  convinced, 
as  I  am,  of  tbeif^great,  and  general,  utility,  I  cannot 
but  express  an  earnest  wish  that  the  opulent  inhabitaDts 
were  made  fully  acquainted  with  the  many  advantages 
they  themselves  reap  from  them.  And  shall  such  In- 
stitutions, in  times  of  unexampled  , difficulty,  when 
^  die  hungry  can  scarce  get  bread  to  eat'* — shall  they 
be  left  to  themselves,  unassisted  by  those  who,  far 
more  than  themselves,  are  benefited  by  their  assoda* 
tions  ?  Will  those  whose  property  is,  by  theSocieties, 
raised  in  value-^whose  parochial  assessments  are  re- 
duced in  number — will  they  look  upon  such  laudable 
exertions,  andy  like  the  priest  ia  the  parable,  ^^  pass  by 
'^  00  the  other  sidci*'  without  encouraging  you  by  the 
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approbation  of  their  smiks,  without  assisting  you  by 
the  munificence  of  their  bands  ?  Forbid  it  mercy  f 
Forbid  it  justice !  I  trust  that,  like  the  good  Samari- 
tan j  they  will  pour  in  oil  and  wioe  to  heal  the  wounds 
occasioned  by  the  joint,  and  irresistible,  effects  ef  sick* 
x^^s^  and  old  age  I  You  are  cukivating  a  generous 
and  manly  principle — a  principle^  which  it  is  the  in- 
terest of  all  the  inhabitants  to  supports  aqd  the  object 
of  your  pride  to  preserve— independence.  What  is  the 
secret  gratification  of  your  minds  ?  What  is  your 
conscious  boast  to  your  children?  That  you  have 
lived  without  assistance  from  your  parish ! 

But  let  us  see  what  are  the  advantages  more  imme- 
^diately  arising  to  the  proprietors  of  estates.  Is  landed 
property  advertised  for  sale  ?  Is  a  farm  offered  to  be 
let  ?  What  is  held  out  as  an  inducement  to  a  person 
disposed  to  become  a  purchaser  in  the  one  case,  or  m 
tenant  in  the  other  ?  The  very  little  b£  will,  compa* 
vativdy,  have  to  pay  in  poors'  rates.  And  to  what  is 
this  owing  ?  To  these  Societies  entirely  j  the  respec- 
tive members,  with  very  few  excepiions,  in  the  sea* 
sons  of  sickness,  supporting  themselves.  An  appli- 
cation, therefore,  to  the  Great  and  the  Opulent,  nofr 
when  every  article  of  life  is  so,  exorbitantly,  high,  will 
not,  I  am  persuaded,  be  unsuccessful.  Were  an  esti* 
mate  made  of  the  number  in  the  several  Societies,  who, 
daring  the  ktft  last  years,  have,  in  sickness  supportetl 
themselves,  by  the  funds  which  they  themselves  created; 
.and  who,  witiiout  such  funds,  mim  have  been  sup* 
ported  out  of  the  parochial  esse$sme»ts,  the  repreaeo- 
tation  of  tbe  many  adrantagei  arising  from  them,  would 
carry  convicdon  to  every  bosom.  The  landhoMers 
have  every  sndacemcnt  to  cocottti^ge,  to-stoengtben,  atid 
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^^tabtish  you,  wbicb  priyate  interest^  public  duty,  cha* 
rUy,  and  Religion  €au  suggest  |  the  vast  increase  of 
remi  tbey  have  obtained  in  consequence  of  so  many 
families  havinig  aiaintained  themselves;  the  great  good 
whigb  is  derived  tQ  tbe  community  by  |h<  Cider,  the 
jregulafity^  the  industry  such  establisbrnfflUs  promote ; 
the  feelings  of  compassion  which  plead  i;l  bebaif  of 
their  inferiors,  actuated  by  such  virtudus  principles; 
and  the  acknowlegeinent  due  to  God,  who  hai  mode 
the  rich  to  be,  enviably,  distinguished  from  others.  It 
may  then^  without  presumption,  be  hoped,  that  thejr 
will  not  only  become  honorary  members  themselves  % 
but  that  they  will  uaie  their  influence  with  their  scvettd 
tenants  to  unite  with  them  in  supporting  thai  fs^bric 
which  you,  with  so  much  patience,  and  at  $0  much  e»> 
j>ence,  have  raised* 

Will  the  support  recommended  to  the  Friendly  So- 
cieties appear  to  be  an  additional  burden  upon  the  land^ 
I  shall,  I  trust,  d^mon^rate  that  )t  wiU  becooc  tjhfc 
very  contrary  s  that  it  will  be  tbe  means  of  reducing 
^be  poors'  rates  far,  very  far^  beyond  what  can  be  doite 
by  the  minutest  enquiry  into  the  situation  of  aU  who 
solicit  relief^  and  tbe  strictest  and  most  sparing  appli- 
-cation  of  the  money  raised  for  that  purpose.  It  ap- 
ipcars  by  an  examination  of  the  books  of  tbe  several 
.Societies,  made  by  those  who  may  be  jmsuaaed  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  and  condition  of  the 
different  members^  that  three  handled  men,  taany  of 
the  youngest  of  whom  havioig  famHies  already^  wouU, 
if  long  afQicjifd  wich  sickness^  be  reduced  to  live  apto 
relief  tirom  tbeit*  parish,  should  your  Societies  be  dii- 
^solved. .  How  much  easier,  as  well  as  more  beneficial^ 
.would  it  be,  to  consider  property  as  cbarge4^  accord- 
ing 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4od  Friendly  Sdcieties  Substitutes 

sng  to  its  annual  valuer  with  a  small  assessment  in  aid 
of  them,  empowering  them  thereby  to  edcftase  the 
weekly  payments,  that,  in  die  time  of  sickness,  ybor 
families  may  live  independent  of  the  humiliating  rdier 
of  a  parish  ? .  Long  leases  are  now,  very  generally,  ex- 
piring, and  the  system,  it  may  be  supposed,  will,  hardly, 
be  renewed.  A  condition,  therefore,  might  easily  be 
imposed,  to  oblige  the  tenant  to  contribute  to  the  sup* 
port  of  the  Societies,  according  to  the  annual  rent; 
which,  though  not,  altogether,  voluntary  in  him,  woold, 
at  no  distant  period,  conduce,  in  a  very  considerable 
degree,  as  well  .to  the  actual  profits  of  the  farm,  as  to 
the  intrinsic  value  of  the  property. 

I  would  not  be  understood  to  mean,  that  the  pa« 
fochial  rates  will  be,  immediately,  diminished:  that 
cannot  be  ;  because  they  are  not  swelled  by  the  mem- 
bers of  these  Societies ;  but  by  those  who  were  never 
untied  with  them — ^an  additional  argument  to  obtain 
individual  support.  What  I  mean  is  this — when  those 
Aow  maintained  by  the  parish  shall  cedse  to  be  bur- 
densome, rates  will  then  be  required  only  in  support 
of  some  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  members, 
should  your  several  Societies  be  enriched  by  annual 
subscriptions.  Whereas,  if  you  are,  unfeelingly,  left. 
to  struggle  with  the  difficulties  that  threaten  insunt  ruia 
to  one  Society,  and  may,  and,  assuredly,  will,  here- 
after, crush  the  others,  the  occupiers  of  farms  will  be^ 
very  grievously,  burdened,  since  the  necessary  assess 
ments  must,  in  consequence,  be  raised  to  an^ilarming 
size.  The  proprietors  also  will  suffer;  for  they  must, 
necessarily,  lower  their  rents.  Would  God  niy  voice 
may  be  heard !  Prevent,  I  would  say,  this  grievous 
misfortune  to  the  InsututionS|  tfib  enormous  expen<)e 
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,  ready  to  attach  itself  to  property.  Remove  I  would 
CDtreat)  the  very  appearance  of  the  evil  Let  these  So* 
cieties  receive  a  stabilixy,  a  firmness,  which  will  exist 
to  future  generations^  and  render  them  a  blessing  to  the 
latest  posterity.  For  let  us  suppose  that  the  founda- 
tion on  which  this  structure  is  built,  should  be  found 
too  weak  for  the  weight  which  it  has  to  sustain  ;  un« 
less  additional  strength  be  given  to  it,  the  building, 
after  exhibiting  many  cracks  and  flaws,  will,  ultimately, 
fall.  The  occupants,  it  is  true,  wilt  be  buried  in  the 
ruins;  but  the  shock  will  extend  to  the  whole  neigh* 
borhood«  The  benefits  derived  from  the  Society  must 
cease :  but  what  must  be  the  inevitable  consequence  ? 
The  parish  must  extend  relief  to  all  the  members  who 
shall  be  unable  to  maintain  themselves.  How  appli- 
cable are  the  words  of  our  Blessed  Lord  \  ^*  Whoso- 
**  ever  heareth  these  saying  of  mine,  and  doeth  them, 
'^  I  will  liken  him  unto  a  wise  man  which  built  his 
^^  house  upon  a  rock :  and  the  rain  descended,  and  the 
'*  floods  came,  and  the  winds  blew^  and  beat  upon  that 
**  house;  and  it  fell  not ;  for  it  was  founded  upon  a 
••  rock*  And  every  one  that  heareth  these  sayings  of 
*^  mine,  and  doeth  them  not,  shall  be  likened  unto  a 
^  foolish  man,  which  built  his  house  upon  the  sand  : 
^  and  the  rain  descended,  and  the  floods  came,  and 
^'  the  winds  blew,  and  beat  upon  that  house,  and  it 
*•  fell ;  and  great  was  the  fall  of  it.'*  In  recommend- 
ing these  Institutions  to  the  countenance,  the  encou- 
ragement, the  protection  of  the  landholders  and  their 
tenants,  who  will,  in  the  end,  be  found  more,  abun- 
dantly more,  interested  than  you  are  yourselves;  I 
would  comprize  every  person,  in  certain  circumstances, 
who  contributes  to  the  maintenance  of  the  poor.  Every 
Vol.  III.  D  d  such 
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sucih  pttidn  h  intefestecl  in  the  presierNration  of  t^^ 
Societies^  and  wHI^  it  kts!y  be  hoj^,  enrbl  him^lf 
among  the  generous  siiplpdrtert  of  them. 

But  knowing  What  human  iifature  is^  we  have  to  ap^ 

■prehend  thait  the  covetous  an^  the  ittcan  may  lea\^e  the 
burden  to  bel)orne  by  the  hutnafie  and  the  \\htri\.  ^o 
remedy,  therefore^  such  an  evil,  and  to  prevent  th^ie' 
being  burdeneil,  whilst  those  are  easeH,  fet  us  indtil^e 

nhe  hope,  that  the 'Leglsfatiire  will,  upon  appticatibft^ 
amend  the  Act  for  the  support  of  Friendly  Sbcieties  ; 
and  that  a  dause  W\\\  be  added  to  *  compel  parfshesto 
contribute  their  proportion,  except  whete  voluntary  ^ 
contributions  may  super^e  the  necessity.  The  Jn- 
dulgente  of  such  an  hope  may,  surely,  be  justi1i<idy 
if^hen  it  is  considered  how  many  national  advantages 
are  comprised  tn  the  meafsore.  FHcndly  Societies  arfc^ 
we  joyfully  acknowlege,  a  national  honor,  and  a  ha-> 

*  I  have  the  inisfottahe  ter  differ  in  opiriion  firmn  scfime  of  my 
friends,  and  from  some  respectable  aathorities,  upon  this  siil>je<^4 
But  I  am,  I  presume,  misunderstood.  I  am  sudsing  a  Friemtf  jr 
Society,  supported  by  almost  all  the  principal  inhabitants  of  a  parish, 
to  answer  the  end  of  its  Institution — which  is,  to  diminish/  in  an 

"extraordinary  degree,  the  parochial  assessnMi^nts— and  that  the  end 
df  its  Institution  could  be  answered  only  by  the  aid  it  recrires ; 

'  but  that  a  Tew  persons  refdse  their  jtist  contributions.  Now,  will 
not  such  refusal  be  tinortifying  to  those  people  who  are  liberal,  afid 

.  who  may  be  possessed  of  smaller  property,  and  less  incomes^  than 
those  who  will  bear  no  part  of  the  burden  ?  Afkl  since  the  purpose 
is,  actually,  effected,  could  it  be  esteemed  an  hardship  on  any  one 
to  contribute  his  proportion,  which,  it  is  obvious,  Amst  be  very 
considerably  less  than  he  could  be  compelled  to*  pay  in  parochial 
rates,  of  which  there  is,  generally,  a  sbimeful  imnppljcatioii  f 
When  disputes  arise,  they  might  be,  easily,  adjusted  by  an  appeal 
to  two  magistrates  of  the  division,  and  ch«it  determination  to  be 

*  final ;  or  an  appeal  might  be  to  the  Quarter  Sessions. 
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tianal  hkssitig.  What  can  reflect  greater  lustre  upon 
a  country  than  its  peasantry,  its  laborers,  aud^rvanu, 
associating  for  the  pucpose  of  supporting  themselves  in 
the  days  ofsickness— of  being  indebted  for  relief,  not 
to  their  parish,  on  which  they  have  a  legal  claim-— ;a 
claim  which  bard-heartedness  cannot  resist,  nor  injus- 
tice with*hold— but  to  their  own  prudent  foresight,  to 
their  own  mortifying. privationsi ?  The. rising  genera- 
tion will  learn  to  esteem  parochial  assistance  as  a  re* 
proaeh  and  degradation  ;.the  principle  of  iqdependeniSe 
will  be  implanted  in  the  minds  of  their  children,  and 
vrill  communicate  its  influence,  it  may,  reasonably,  be 
believed,  to  their  children,  and  children's  children.  JBut 
such  principles  can  no  otherwise  be  transqnitted  to  their 
descendents,  than  by  enabling  each  incorporated  So- 
ciety so  to  administer  relief,  as  that  sickness  may  be 
rendered  more  supportable  than  poverty  admits,  where 
the  supplies  of  the  Institution  are  scanty,  or  the  aid  of 
the  parish  is*withheld.  If  the  Legislature  ^will  sane- 
.tion  by  its  concurrence,. and  enforce. by  its  authority, 
this,  or  some  similar  measure,  men  will  be  ^sbatned, 
whatever  may  be  the  high  price  of  provisions,  to  Re- 
ceive parochial  assistance:  the. assessments  upon  j^rp* 
pcrty,  which  are  now  so  galling  by  their  v?^igbt,  w^ 
alarming  in  their  consequences,  will,  aftqr  a  certaiin 
period,  be,  considerably,  diminished  ;  and  succeeding 
generations  be  taught  to  entertain  more  elevated  pria- 
ciples,  and  to  form  more  correct  habits,  than  the  pre- 
sent—independence, sobriety,  diligence,  and  frugality. 
May  I  venture  to  signify  to  you,  th?t  if  impositipn 
be,  as  is  supposed, .  sometimes  practised,  by  the  pire- 
tence  of  illness,  it  might  be  detected  by  the  employirjg 
of  a  medical  person,  who  should  report  his  opinion  lo 
D  d  2  the 
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the  stewards,  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  that  illnesct 
whrch  it  is  the  design  of  these  Institutions  to  relieve  P 

There  is  one  circumstance,  in  which  as  I  am,  per- 
sonallf,  concerned,  I  take  this  opportunity  of  mention* 
ing. 

One  of  your  rules  enjoins  that,  at  a  funeral  of  a 
member,  a  sermon  shall  be  preached  proper  for  the 
melancholy  occasion.  The  rule  will,  I,  earnestly, 
hope,  never  be  dispensed  with.  I,  for  my  parr,  shall 
be,  always,  ready ;  and  I  now,  solemnly,  assure  you, 
that  I  will  never,  in  future,  receive  any  remuneration 
from  any  Society,  for  the  (rouble  it  may  occasion  me. 
Two  reasons  determine  me ;  the  one,  that  I  am  un- 
willing to  impoverish  yoiir  stock,  to  promote  my  per- 
sonal advantage ;  the  other,  that  I  have  been  expected 
to  speak  of  men  who  lived  without  any  sense  of  Godf 
or  profession  of  Religion,  as  estimable  characters ;  and 
lest  I  might  wound  the  feelings  of  the  mourners,  I  may 
have  been  induced  to  say  what  propriety  did  not,  per- 
haps, strictly  warrant.  I  cannot,  therefore,  but  fear, 
that  conclusions  favorable  to  vice,  and  injurious  to 
Religion,  may  have  been,  sometimes,  drawn  from  my 
discourses.  You  shall  not  be  disappointed  of  a  ser- 
mon :  but  if  the  character  of  the  deceased  has  been 
sueh  that  I  cannot  propose  him  as  an  example,  I  will 
say  nothing.  Would  God  you  may  be,  individually, 
induced  to  consider,  and  enquire  of  yourselves^  what 
may,  with  justice  and  truth,  be  said  of  you,  when  yoii 
shall  be  brought  into  this  holy  place  a  lifeless  corpse ! 
Would  God  you  may  be  induced  to  consider  further, 
not  merely  what  men,  in  general,  may  say;  but  whe- 
ther your  families,  and  your  friends,  judging  from  the 
whole  tenor  of  your  behavior,  may  comfort  themselves 
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^iih  the  well-grounded  hope,  that  you  shall  have  died, 
not  the  object  of  Cod's  wrath,  bat,  through  the  merits, 
and  intercession  of  our  Blessed  Redeemer,  of  Hi$ 
mercy ! 

I  am  now,  in  conclusion,  to  represent  as  objects  of 
compassion^  the  widows,  and  orphans,  of  those  whose 
husbands,  and  fathers,  have,  since  the  last  anniversary, 
Jbeen  called  out  of  this  life  into  another,  and,  let  us 
hope,  a  better,  state  of  existence. 
.    Were  this  congregation  composed  of  the  Great  and 
the  Opulent,  it  would  be  the  more  immediate  duty  of 
the  preacher,  to  expatiate  on  the  distresses  which  are 
suffered  by  the  afflicted  widows,  and  the  fatherless 
children;  it  would  be  the  more  immediate  duty  of  the 
preacher  to  shew,  that  the  miseries  impending  over 
sorrow,  and  want,  were  to  be  averted  only  by  their 
liberality.     But,   unfortunaiely,  the   Great  and   the 
Opulent  do  not  attend  tbo  service  of  die  Church  on 
these  occasions* .  They  are,  uniformly,  absent;  not, 
2  believe,  from  design,  but  because  the  efficacy  of 
their  attendance  has  never  been  pointed  out  to  them  : 
otherwise  it  cannot  be  believed,  but  that  they  would 
join  your  processiop  to  the  house  of  God ;  or  that  if 
ihey  were  prevented  from  accompanying  you  in  per-* 
son,  they  would  be  represented  by  their  figents,  in 
order  that  their  charity  might  not  be  \o%u     In  the 
former  parr  of  the  discourse  I  have  shewn  how  much 
it  is  their  interest  to  give  you  their  support :  but  to  the 
efficacy  of  their  contributions,  I  should  be  happy  to 
become  instrumental  in  persuading  them  to  add  the 
sanction  of  their  presence — to  countepanccj  by  their 
personal  attendance,  your  laudable  endeavors  to  sup- 
port yourselves  in  sipknes;,  independent  of  parochial 
D  d  3  relief. 
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fdlief.  To  s*e  the  Ridh  and  the  Great  interei$ting  them* 
selves  in  the  welfere  6f  their  hborers  and  serv^ts~ 
reidy  to  aid  your  exertions  by  their  munificence-^to 
regulate  your  conduct  by  their  example — and  to  im^ 
prove  your  rules  by  ihtrr  wisdoni-^;  such  condescen- 
sion, and  such  solicitude  would  endear  them  to  every 
behofder — would  give  delight  to  man,  afnd  clam  ap- 
probation from  God.  Did  your  associations  meet  with 
such  encouragement— did  the  wealthy  and  respectable 
inhabitants  Cinite  with  you  on  this  day,  not  ashamed, 
but  glorying  vti  the  character  of  honorary  meiribcrs, 
fhe  unavoidable  cons'equetYC^  would  be,  that  all  the 
jrouhg  tdkn  would  fed  themselves  elevated  in  tfae  scale 
6f  socitty  by  belortgirtg  to  yon.  This  is  the  case  in 
niaiiy  pkces ;  dnd  were  it  trttiv^rsal,  almon  all  neoj 
of  all  degrees,  wOUtd  s6otl  be  incorporated  imo  a 
Friendly  Society ;  iomt  f^^  the  purpose  of  obtiriirin^ 
felief  in  sickness ;  others  ffoid  the  bttiriane  nboirre,  tR 
ev^hgelical  principle,  tff  affbrditig  relief  to  a  greater 
extent  than  it  could^  otHerWise^  be  obiaihed,  '^  tfcui 
'<  be^ritl^  e^ch  Other's  burdens,  £(nd  thus  fulfilling  the 
i«  Ikw  of  Christ."  Biit  wWlst  We  lumem^heir  tbscnccj 
i^hilst  we  Uitifent  that  the  collfeedoti  to  be  made  will^ 
th  consequent,  be  sttiall^  let  h  stimulate  all  who  are 
|)reseht  to  "  give  according  to  their  power,"  remcm* 
beririg  thdt  feod  loVelh  a  cheerful  "  givfcr."  Pat 
yburselvesj  tny  brethren^  iti  imaglhatidnj  in  the  place 
of  this  widows  and  orphans^  the  objects  of  your  bounty  i 
irontempialb  the  distress  to  whith  they  are  tedoced,  dm 
ihbthers  dhd  the  children^  without  piDtection,  and  widii* 
but  Support !  Say^  ivere  thii  the  pitiable  shuation  of 
ybut  own  families,  how  would  you  btess  the  hand  diat 
wbuld  admmbteir  relibf  ?  Itttagibe  their  case  yoursj 
*       •  *  and 
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Bad  arguments  will  not  be  necessary  to  convince,  nor 
eloquence  to  persuade,  you  to  open  your  hearts,  and 
Co  do  them  cood.  In  making  ^hese  unfortunate  ob- 
jects happy^  fafecome  happy  yourselves.  Their  distress 
is  great,  their  condition  deplorable.  Thus  by  sowing 
Co  yourselves  in  righteousness,  you  will  reap  in  mercy. 
— "  When  Chc^S6nbf  hiatoTshaMcomc  in'His  glory, 
^^  and  all  the  holy  angds  with  Him,  then  shall  He  sit 
^^  upon  the  throne  of  Hi&  glacy  :  and  before  Him  shall 
f^  be  gathered  all  nations  ;  and  He  shall  separate  them 
^  one  from  anothcri  as  a  2ih^pherd  divideth  his  ^heep 
'^  from  the  goats  :  and  He  shall  set  the  sheep  on  his 
^  rigjbt  hand,  but  (b^  goats  on  the  l^it.  Then  shaH 
<^  the  King  say  ujuq  them  on  his  ri^^  l^nd,  Come,  ye 
^  blessed  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared 
H  for  you  frop  tti^  foim^BUou  of  the  wprki ;  for  t 
f5  w^  w  l^ngeccd^.^nd  ye  gave  me  meat,  thirsty,,  and 
^  yc  gave  Bie  dd^;  inasmi^cb  as  ye  have  done  i|L 
V  unto  one  of  tbp  \easi  of  these  my  breth^pn^  ye  h^y^, 
^  dooeit  ut>to  i^e^" 

,  *  This  SermoQ  is  fpld  aerate,  price  four.pencci  or  eigbt  fai^ 
Ihalf  a  c^woi  for  the  pcupose  of  distribution^ 
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SERMON    XXXV, 


FOR  A  CHARITY  SCHOOI,. 


»  JOB  XXIX.  15,  i6* 

I  was  eyes  to  the  NinJ^  and  feet  was  I  to  the  lame-^J 
was  a  Father  to  the  poor, 

T  ]f  THEN  the  Almiglity  ordained  tbat  one  part  df 
^  ^  His  creatures  should  be  exposed  to  the  afHic* 
tions  of  poverty,  and  the  miseries  of  want,  **  He  kft 
**  not  HimJilf  without  witness"  of  His  paternal  care 
and  providential  affection  towards  those,  the  lowest  of 
His  children.  ^^  He  gives,  in  common,  rain  and  fruit* 
^^  ful  reasons ;''  the  sun  shines  alike  on  die  rich  and  on 
the  poor;  and  when  these  blessings  are  withheld,  or 
ate  insufficient  for  the  support  of  themselves,  and  the 
preservation  of  their  families,  he  creates  a  never- (ailing 
resource  in  the  bounty  of  the  rich,  and  the  liberalitf 
of  jhe  prosperous.  He  has  implanted  in  man  benevo* 
lent  affections,  to  the  end  that  ^  the  abundance  of 
^*  one  may/*  in  some  degree,  **  be  ^  supply  for  the 
**  wants  of  another."  He  enforces  the  exercise  of  those 

*  Preached  at  Stockton  upon  Tees  in  October,  and  at  Siiiiderlan4 
mDccen^beri  1 792 ;  nerer  before  printed  m  a  vo)an)e. 
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amiable  affections,  by  the  cbeeiiog  gratificadoo  which 
auends,  acu  of  companion.  He  cooimaiids  ^  them 
<^  that  are  rich  in  this  world,  to  do  good  to  those  who 
*^  are  in  need/'  because  they  are  the  representatives, 
as  ic  were,  of  Himself.  He  encouragies  them  to  dts« 
charge  the  high  trust  reposed  in  them»  by  an  expreu 
Revelation,  that  charity  diall  be  ^^  to  every  cheerful 
^^  giver»"  an  inexpressible  consolation  at  the  hour  of 
death,  and  a  most  efficacious  plea  for  mercy  at  the 
Day  of  Judgment. 

,  Such  are  the  general  incentives  which  Religion  fur* 
lushes,  and  such  the  general  obligations  which  it  im- 
poses, for  the  rich  to  contribute  towards  the  alleviatioii 
af  the  sufferings  of  the  poor.  But  there  is  one  sort  of 
charily  so  laudable  in  its  design,  and  so  beneficial  in 
ifts  effects,  that  it  seems,  above  all  others,  entitled  to 
our  warmest  approbation,  and  most  liberal  support* 
Such  b  the  charity  for  which  I  am  now  an  advocate— 
a  .charity,  which  your  Others  planted  with  attentive 
care,  and  cultivated  with  solicitous  anxiety-— a  charity^ 
1^  fruit  of  which  it  is  so  much  both  your  duty,  and 
your  int^est  to  preserve,  that  every  man,  who  feels 
tbe  en^gy,  will,  ai  the  same  time,  admit  the  propriety^ 
of  the  language  employed  by  the  sacred  writer  in  oiy 
li^t,— ^^  I  was  eyes  to  the  blind,  and  feet  was  I  to  the 
«(  iame*-I  was- a  father  to  the  poor/' 

I  will  beg  your  patient  attention  whilst  I  endeavor 
to  enforce  the  words  of  the  text.    And  may  the  Al* 
mighty  grant  qs  all  to  be  impressed  with  the  same  deep"^ 
convjictioq^  and  animated  by  the  same  zealous  spirit  { 

In  the  state  of.  civilization  in  which  we  live,  pos* 
iessed,  as  it  is,  of  the  comforts,  and  adorned  wi(h  the 
ek^aofcf  of  Ufci  we  are  no;  inspmfiblc  Aat,  for  the  pre- 
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a^riMrtidn  cf  those  comforts^  and  the  eiYfoy«iem  of  those 
dtegances^  we  are  indebted  to  the  industry,  and  thedo^ 
dtky  (^tJbe  tower  classes  of  the  coeMnuntty^--e¥en  the 
itffy  liottsc9  Mie  inhabit,  the  raiment  we  w«ar^  the  bread* 
WW  eat^  ere  not  prepared  But  by  the  labor  of  their 
keiidS)  and  the  sweat  of  their  brovra. 

By  the  iogemiuy  of  die  artizan,  and  the  diligence  ot 
ht  htisbandiMn,  we  s^m^  perhaps,  lo  be  only  re« 
Aotely  alfiieted^  But  in  ei>r  social  and  domeatic  in* 
tercourse  with  them,  the  agency  of  the  poor  is  se  ne^ 
dti^fy  to  our  welUbeing,  that  our  happiness  may  he^ 
aleaost,  said  to  be  placed  in  their  hands.  Their  igno^ 
#Hice,  their  perveraeness,  their  misapprehension,  aomr* 
0tac^  bring  upon  us  serious  evils }  often  involve  4ia  ia^ 
#ying  perplexities  I  always  oblige  us  to  act  with  die 
AOat  vigilant  circumspection.  If  then  their  ignorance 
eah  be  removed,  their  perverseness  softened,  their  ims-« 
apprehension  corrected,  we  are  not  only  promoting  the 
ihterests  of  society,  but  accumulating  personal  cosh* 
Ibrts  for  otn^elves, 

•'  IBut  when,  in  this  discourse,  I  speak  of  the  poor,  and 
6f  the  lower  orders  of  the  community^  I  would  not  bc( 
uttdemood  to  compreheild,  generally,  all  those  who 
^  go' daily  to  their  work  and  tp  their  labor,''-^man/ 
Af  M4i6m  are  entitled  to  high  esteem,  and  affectionate 
regard, — but  of  the  worthless  and  the  abandoned  only^ 
\rti6  are  ainre  neither  to  the  los^  of  character j  nor  the 
feelings  of  reproach.  •  - 

^  in  our  connections  with  men  of  the  latter  descrip** 
tion,  ve  do  not  find  that  kindness  will  induce,  or  ex^ 
ptfstliktio^i^  eonstratn  4hem  to  pay  a  strict  regard  to 
Aeii' eilgagements.  The  prospect  of  some  distant,  or 
e^llateral,  advantage,  the  desire  of  soane  petty  i:oi)ve^ 
*  -  nienpe^ 
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nienoe,  nay  the  mere  wantonness  of  Mind  caprice  ttseii^ 
vill)  on  thdf  part,  dissolve  tke  ntosc  sacred  obligatioiML 
Neither  fearing  God^  nor  i^gardit^  mzfkf  they  onljr 
consider  how  far  their  personal  inteiraCs  can  be  pro^ 
rooted^  or  their  froward  humors  indulged.  What  tn« 
eoQvenience  ifo\i  ma^  fed^  What  loss  you  may  soitsin^ 
seenis  not  to  merit  from  them^  a  serkMs  refleetKMt. 
Vou  have  put  youi^seWes^  wtthin  their  poi^er^  and  ih/tf. 
enjoy  a  nlaliciouis  satitfactto&in  coosideringy  that  Mpe^ 
riority  does  not  imply  independence^^ that  tht  right  <4 
oppostttoB,  as  well  as  coAcurrence^  is  lodged  with  tbMi-» 
pelves — and  ihat^  by  the  exterctse  of  this  right,  tbey  catt 
ilkntnish  the  happiness  of  whi^b  they  do  not,  imme^ 
dtately,  p»iakd  I  wfnild  not  be  understood  to  speak 
vitk  tinrelenting,  and  undisiinguishing  severity  of  (heif 
piinctples,  and  their  tnorals^  I  would  not  even  iM9^ 
(ion  their  fetrlts,  wiihoui  intending  thjBir  reformatiM  i 
bot  your  own  experienee  will^  I  presume,  by  mdatt* 
tboly  evidene^,  confirm  my  assertions. 
.  Notr^  if  it  bt  necessary  to  guard  against  tke  fickle 
dispositions^  hoW  Aucb  greater  is  th?  ntcessity  of  okh 
derating  thosfe  outrageous  passions,  which  rage  in  the 
ifiiiids  of  the  ignorant  and  unenlightened,  with  swajf 
almoiit  uncontrdlled  ?  What  spectacle  is  niore  o£Esn* 
aive  than  the  furious  exjce&ses  of  hitn,  who^  from  boy^ 
hobd  to  ybuth,  end  ft-om  youth  to  manhood^  has  not 
httn  taiighc  to  throw  the  rein  on  the  violence  of  his 
anger  ?  who,  upon  every  trifling  occasion,  whethsr 
^agrined  by  disappbihtment^  or  ekasper^ced  by  incoii^ 
reniencei  involves  both  you  and  himself  in  the  most 
provoking  ekubarrassmenis  ?  Much,  however,  as  we 
may  lament  the  troubles  to  which  we  are  exposed  from 
wir  imtndiiate  inter^oarae  with  such  mens  have  we 
1  no< 
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hot  more  to  apprehend,  when,  misled  by  the  artful,  En- 
couraged by  the. audacious,  and  enflamed  by  the  dis- 
^tisfied,  they  combine  for  the  dreadful  purpose  of 
committing  depredations,  or,  as  they  may  term  it,  of 
exacting  justice? 

I  will  not  shock  your  feelings  by  recalling  to  your 
memory  die  multitudes  of  the  ignorant  and  the  aban* 
doned,  who  smart  under  the  lash  of  justice,  and  who, 
perhaps  in  too  many  instances,  pay,  by  the  forfeiture 
of  their  lives,  that  debt,  which  the  violated  laws  of 
their  country  demand.  Brought  up  from  their  infancy 
in  idleness,  they  live,  and  die,  without  ever  knowing, 
or  at  all  considering,  what  is  expected  of  them  as  men, 
and  required  of  them  as  citizens.  Encouraged  by 
parents  or  companions,  they  are  unwilling  to  earn  their 
daily  bread  by  the  exertions  of  labor,  and  under  the 
restraints  of  law.  Nature,  they,  instinctively  and  irre- 
sistibly, feel,  must  be  supported,  and,  in  the  absence 
of  better  means,  they  sacrifice  future  safety  to  present 
convenience.  They  invade  without  shame,  and  with« 
out  remorse,  the  property  of  their  fellow  creatures.  It 
is  to  secure  your  property  from  the  hands  of  rapine ; 
it  is  to  deliver  yourselves  from  personal  danger;  it  is 
to  preserve  your  countrymen  from  the  guilt  of  rob* 
bery,  and  of  murder,  that  I  am  now  calkd  upon  to 
convince  your  understandings  of  the  necessity,  and  to 
excite  your  affections  to  the  duty,  of  cloathing  the 
naked,  and  instructing  the  ignorant-«-of  inuring  to  in- 
dustry by  early  application,  and  informing  with  wisdom 
by  judicious  lessons,  those  minds,  which,  without  your 
benevolent  exertions,  will,  it  is  too  probable,  become 
a  prey  to  ignorance,  idleness,  and  vice. 

I  have,  hitherto,  considered  that  part  of  the  poor 
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comprehended  in  this  discourse^  as  they  are  members 
of  the  community,  and  the  picture>  alas !  presents  little 
to  our  view  which  engages  our  admiration,  and  attaches 
our  esteem ;  but  it  is  requisite  that  I  should  farther 
consider  them  as  they  are  Christians. 

They  unhappily^  are,  as  in  a  literal,  so  in  a  moral, 
.aense^  '^  wretched,  and  miserable,  and  poor,  and 
«*  naked."  The  Church,  indeed,  is  open  for  their 
instruction  and  improvement;  but  contracting,  in 
their  early  days,  habits  of  indolence,  and  indulging 
propensities  to  profligacy,  they  cannot  often,  prevail 
with  themselves  to  pay  their  public  tribute  of  homage 
to  the  Great  Being,  who,  to  promote  the  purposes  of 
His  all-wise  dispensations,  hath  made  both  rich  and 
poor :  or  if  they  do  attend  the  Church,  from  a  want 
of  previous  knowledge,  evei)  as  ta  the  first  principles 
.of  Christianity,  our  excellent  service  is,  to  ibem^  like  a 
^'  sealed  book;  they  have  eyes  and  see  not,  ears 
**  have  they,  but  they  understand  not."  How  then 
should  the  generations  to  come,  be  either  more  civilized 
in  their  manners,  more  regular  in  their  deportment,  or 
.more  pious  in  their  lives?  From  parents  degene* 
rate  by  nature,  and  profligate  by  habit;  from  parents 
whose  minds  were  never  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
right,  and  with  the  fear  of  God,  who  live  in  a  state 
of  deplorable  ignorance,  and  die,  too  many  of  them, 
I  fear,  in  a  state  of  unrepented  sin ;  is  it  not,  naturally, 
to  be  expected,  that  their  offspring  should  be  in^ructed, 
and  encouraged,  in  meannesses,  by  which,  as  men,  they 
incur  infamy;  in  crimes,  by  which,  as  citizens,  they 
are  exposed  to  punishment;  in  sins,  by  which,  as 
Christians,  they  are  in  danger  of  future  condemnation  ? 
The  Bible,  the  great  charter  of  their  Salvation,  they 
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^hi^neklM  i^clfradon  to^rose^  nor  uinderstandtiig 
^^^'Cottvpr^ni.  They  ac^nowlege;  indeed^  th»t  they 
-are  created ;  but^that  ihey  are  fedeettied,  and  that  tbey 
^IDiist  be  «aiictifi^  too ;  they  neither  ieeticoocerned  to 

know,  nor  are  willing  to  be  taugbc  The  day  which 
*thfe  Almighty  has  comHianded  to  be  dedica^d  to  Him- 
-9df^  dhey^  generaUy^-consome  in  thoughtless  indoknc^^ 

or  sbam^less  debauchery^  Instead  of  acquaimiti); 
themselves  with  the  will  of  God,  and  ^  worshtppiiig 
^*  Jiim  in  spirk  and  in  truth;"  ifistead  of  instructing 
'their  children  i-n  4he  iknowlege  of  the  Gospel,  an|i 
^brtnging  >them  to  '^  join  with  the  multitude  in  praise 
^  and  jhaifiksgiving  ;**  you  observe  both  parents  ahd 

^Idren  ^loitering  inthe  sireets,  and  wandering  in  tKe 
***eWs  J  some^  frantic  with  intoxication;  others,  dt- 
^veAedk)  an  amusement,  the  most  disgraceful,  and  pef- 
^mcious-^-4in  amusement,  which,  on  thatday,  Ibeliere, 
^is  peculiar  to  the  highest,  and  the  lowest,  classes  of  the 
''t}oihrauntty — gaming.  When  the  Sacrament  of  the 
'Lord's ^Supper  is  administered,  it  is  natural  to  expert 
•that  all  of  this  description  sliouM  be  absent.  We  visit 

)bem  in  sickness,  on  their  parts  often  unwelcome  couif- 
^6ellor$,and  the  spectacle  tbey  exhilMt,  is,  of  all  others, 
«the  most  awful,  and  distressing.     Unacquainted  with 

•  Gdd  and  Religion,  they  lie  on  their  miserable  beds, 
sometimes  regardless  of  their  wretched  situation ;  some- 

•times  distracted  with  remorse,  and  agonized  with  ap- 
prehension. When  the  foundation,  the  only  founda- 
tion, of  their  hopes  of  acceptance  with  God,  is  their  ig- 
norance—how  literally  verified  is  the  declaration  of 

*  God  by  his  Prophet,  "my  people  is  destroyed  for  lack 
'**  ofknowlege!" 

Such  being  the  lamentable  state  x)f  many,  created 
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in  the  image  of  God,  any  plan  by  which  ^ine  canJfe 
reclaimed  from  vice,  and  others  hnprbved  in  Virfae^ 
you  will,  doubtless,  adopt  with  ardor^  and  eneotirk^ 
with  activity.  And  perhaps,  the  wisdom  of  man  eotjfd 
not  devise  any  method,  better  calculated  to  contil 
their  morals^  and  inform  their  understandings,  *lfaahthjb 
admirable  Institution,  the  support  of  which  I  am  tio% 
solicidng«  It  embraces,  I  think,  almost ^very  species 
of  utility  which  the  politician  would  recommend,  afhtt 
the 'Christian  would  approve.  Some  of  the  adVati^ 
tagcs  derived  from  Charity  Schools  I  will,  iyrieff^j 
lay  biforc  you. 

•  The  minds  of  khe  objects  of  this  Charity  are,  ante-* 
cedently  to  their  entering  on  the  active  scenes 'oF  \}ft^ 
bent,  before  they  are  become  obstinate,  by  th6  tcH^ 
of  disdplifie,  and  the  reasonsible  severity  6f  restraiM* 
Whatever  ingenuity  may  plan  which  is  Elegant  aiAl 

"ornamental — ^whatever  invention  may  strike  out  whidi 
is  expedient  and  useful,  the  execution  of  both  is,  ehiefl]^,' 
committed  to  the  labor  of  the  inferior  orders  of  the 
community.    But  in  the  peiformance  of  the  panal- 

•  lotted  to  them,  wide  is  the  difference  between- those 
who  want,  and  those  who  have  received,  thcadvaniafges 
of  education.  Of  the  former,  the  progress  is*iilow 
and  irregular,  and  the  exertions  are  rehictan£  arid  ua- 
sceady;  they  begin  to  act  withoot  the  desire  of  im- 
provement; they  continue  to  act  without  the  efmuli- 
tion  of  excellence ;  and,  gladly,  'do  they  cease  to-act, 

'  upon  every  opportunity,  which  they  can  snatch,  of  lan- 
guishing in  idleness^  or  rioting  in  licentiousness.  On 
the  other  hand,  as  children  are  habituated,  in  these 
schools,  to  regularity,  confinement,  and  restraint,  their 
minds  are,  gradually,   formed  to  endure  more  fix^d 
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attention)  and  more  unremitted  toil.  If  then  we  wiA 
Ac  children  of  both  to  be  active  laborers^  and  in* 
dustrtous  manufacturers^  and  skilful  artificers,  they 
villain  Charit}^  Schools,  acquire  those  habits  which  will 
enable  them,  with  comfort  to  themselves,  and  sads&c- 
tion  to  their  employers,  to  pursue  their  several 
avocations. 

Another  advantage  arising  from  the  education  of 
thise  Schools,  so  well  adapted  to  the  condition  of  those 
who  receive  it>  is  the  government  of  their  tempers,  and 
the  cultivation  of  their  manners* 

The  obstinacy,  the  brutality,  the  insolence  of  un* 
cultivated  nature,  are  general  subjects  of  complaint. 
Now  as  these  faulu  do  not  escape  the  reprehensioq, 
and  as  the  opposite  qualities  ensure  the  encourage* 
mem,  of  the  teacher ;  children,  whilst  they  are,  emu* 
lously,  soUcitous  to  become  objects  of  approbation) 
feel  the  necessity  iof  moderating  their  own  desires,  and 
restraining  their  own  humors.  They  acquire  a  sense 
of  shame  on  the  detection  of  their  faults,  and  a  sense 
of  self-respect  on  the  reward  of  their  excellences. 
They  hear  that  resistance  to  authority  is  criminal,  and 
they  find  that  it  is.  inefficacious.  They  are  enabled  to 
cosapare  the  tranquility  of  submission  with  the  in* 
quietude  of  perverseness,  and  they  discover  by  reOec« 
tion,  as  well  as  experience,  that,  before  they  expect 
favpr,  they  must  deserve  protection,  and  that  through 
obedience  only  lies  the  path  to  peace.  And  as  they  are 
received  into  your  School  at  the  early  age  of  seven, 
generally  before  they  are  ten  years  old,  and  arc  per- 
mitted to  continue  till  they  have  completed  their  four* 
teenth  year;  by  the  attention,  which,  I  am  authorized 
to  say,  is  paid  to  their  improvement  in  sound  morals, 
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as  well  as  useful  kno^rleg^  one  may,  reasonably^ 
'hope  that,  so  fair  a  foundation  h^ing  once  laid^  a  re- 
gular and  beautiful  superstructure  will  be  raised  upon 
it^-KMie  may  hope  that  these  children,  whether  J^tained 
as  domestic,  or  employed  as  menial, 'servants,  will  be 
a  credit  to  (heir  School,  and  »  blessing  to  iheiir  em* 
ployers  i  will  demonstrate  to  the  world  the  proprie^, 
and  derive  to  themselves  the  benefits,  lof  an  humble 
education. 

But  let  us  consider  the  poor-*-I  here  include  tbe 
deserving  with  the  worthless — as  constituting  tbe 
largest,  and  most  useful,  part  of  the  community;  and 
the  advantages  arising  from  the  education  for  which 
your  bounty  will  this  day  previously,  and^  I  hope,  li- 
berally,  provide,  will  be  more  conspicuous* 

In    whatever  way    the    lower    class  bf  men  be 
employed,  whether  in  the  house,  the  farm,  or  the  shop, 
we  are  obliged  to  place  in  th^m  much  confidence,  and 
to  throw  in  their  way  many  opportunities  of  promoting 
our  interest,  and  conspiring  our  ruin.     I  appeal  to  the 
man  who  has  been  successful  in  business,  whether  his 
success  was  not,  in  a  great  measure,  owing  to  the  fide- 
lity of  his  servants;  in  some  degree,  perhaps,  to  the 
opportunities  which  his  situation  allowed  of  control- 
ling, superintending,  and  directing  them  ?     The  soil, 
indeed,  is  diligently  prepared ;  the  seed  is  selected  by 
the  care,  and  sown  by  the  industry,  of  the  servant ;  but 
alas!  he  seldom  reaps  the  crop.     The  joint  labor  of 
many  is  required  to  act  upon  the  materials  of  wealthy 
but  the  produce  is  the  lot  only  of  few.     Does  not 
then  policy  dictate  the  consummate  propriety,  the  in- 
dispensable necessity,  of  implanting  in  all  who  are  to 
promote  our  interest,  or  administer  to  our  comfort. 
Vol.  III.  E  e  principlca 
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princq^df  imtgriqr  and  winm  f  Bnt  how  tan  sudbr 
priaciplei  be  uttpLMiedt  if  tbey  are  abandoned  to 
ibe caie  of  paienta,  bonis  ignormeef  and bardeood 
in  |m>6igac)r  f  Make  a  protiabfy  for  tbei%  and  re- 
ceive tbem  into  y^tir  Sehdoi  p  eradiaate  from  tfaeir 
minds  nalignani  tempera^  and  vtcioos  ptopenskies} 
qortnre  cbem  witb  anriabfe  virtnet^  and  fnmiib  then 
iriA  that  iftaiructkia  whicfa  tbey  €a»  easHy  eoa^Mrc- 
bend,  and  readily  ^apply^  Tbey  wiil'  mabe  yoa  a 
nott  graciow  ret«m«  Tbey  will  undertake  your 
bttsineat  wiib  cheerfylnetB^  pursue  it  wick  vigor,  and 
execute  it  wttb  fideKty :  tbey  will  know  faoir  fo  estimaif 
didBsehfes  :  ibey  will  know  bow  iaqportErat  a  Imk  tbey 
form  in  the  ebaih  of  society^  and  how  the  happtoes^ 
of  tbe  community  is,  inseparaUyy  blended  wkb  thdr 
owm  What  wiH  be  tbe  consequence  ?  Tbe  sttage 
manners  lukl  bratal  excesses  which  deform  a  rery  Isige 
part  of  tbe  moral  creation^  ^^  will  not  so  mnch  ss  be 
^  named  among  us.'^  Regubuity  wiH  take  place  of 
disorder,  docility  of  stubbornness,  industry  of  slotb^ 
and  probity  of  low,  and  matitious,  cunning. 

l*he  last  advanuge  i  shaH  mention,  arising  from  die 
institution  of  Charity  Schools  is,  that  the  children  are 
brt>yght  bp  in  the  true  fiuth  and  fear  of  God. 

*  A  religious  education  in  tbe  greatest  of  all  bles^ 
ings  ;  for  cbildren,  having  <^  been  brought  up  in  the 
<<  way  they  should  go,  will  not,**  easily,  be  iixlucsd  to 
M  depart  from  iu^  Itis^  in  your  school,  a  part  oftfat 
business  of  every  day,  to  impress  upon  tbe  scboUrs  s 

^\ 

^  See  this  whole  inbjecttitatctl  with  die  niott  pfofbund  ksmnjV 
and  the  matt  brUHant  eloqaenee,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  PARR.— It  ii* 
entitled,  A  Ditcoune  oiv  Education,  and  on  the  Piao»  ponoed 
in  Charity  Schools.    Printed  ht  Mawman, 
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strong  ttmt  of  tfaeir  duty  to  Almigbty  God )  to  ledd 
them  to  the  piractice  of  all  the  vittues^  civile  tnoiil, 
and  relrgious,  contained  iti  the  Catechisiti  of  out 
Church ;  to  teach  them  to  read  with  delight,  and  com«> 
prehend  with  clearness,  the  invaluable  Book  whereift 
*•  life  and  immortality  are  brought  ib  light."  Thili 
your  work  and  ^'  labor  of  love  shall  be  written  for  tljose 
^  that  come  after,  and  the  people  that  shall  be  borti 
♦*  shall  praise  the  Lord."  Sorely  this  constitutes  the 
sublimest  part  of  charity — this  is  "  becoming  ty^s  tb 
^  the  blind,  and  feet  to  the  lame'* — this  is,  indeed, 
sustaining  the  part  of  ^'a  father  to  the  pe>or  :*^  it  is 
not,  merely,  providing  food  and  raiment  for  the  body, 
which  is  soon  to  perish;  but  it  is  by  far  a  nobler  act  df 
charity-^it  is  *^  filling  the  hungry  soul  with  goodness** 
— it  is  entailing  Salvation,  if  ve  might  dari  to  say  se^ 
On  their  latest  posterity. 

Will  you  allow  me  to  trespass  a  little  longer  on  your 
patience,  whilst  I  exhort  you  to  contribute  to  th6  tVL^ 
port  oFan  Institution,  th^  obvious  tendency  of  which  ij, 
to  repress  vice,  and  to  proihote  virtue,  iti  th^  rising  gtf* 
neration  ?  ^^ 

It  were,  indeed,  unnecessary  to  detaih  you^  If  What 
is,  generally  said,  be  trtic^,  that  every  persbn,  before  ht 
comes  to*  Church,  has  determined  in  what  propofi- 
tion  he  -will  give,  however  solid  the  discourse  may  bk 
in  its  arguments,  however  pertinent  in  i til  topics,  and 
however  earnest  in  its  exhortations.  If  suth  be  thfe 
determination  of  this  assembly,  I  pmy  God  thit  yob 
may  have,  with  one  mind  and  one  heart,  deterniihed 
to  give  liberally — to  give,  I  do  not  say  *^  beyond^ 
**  but  according  to  your  power/*  If  you  have  made 
such  determination,  you  have  not,  I  trust|  forgot  that 

E  e  a  "  God 
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**  God  Idvcih,"  and  lovcth  only,  "  a  cheer fu]  giver,'' 
Do  you  want  motives  to  ypur  charity  ?  Observe  the 
pleasing,  the  delightful,  spectacle  now  before  you..  It 
is  only  a  very  little  while  since  some  of  these  children) 
whose  appearance  is  now  so  decent,  whose  behavior 
is  so  conciliating,  whose  improvement  is  so  conspi- 
cuous, were  a  iocal  nuisance,  and  a  national  disgrace. 
♦*  Their  tongues,  the  best  members  that  they  bavc^" 
instead  of  lii»ping  oaths:^  and  imprecating  cursesj  are 
now  employed  in  ^^  singing  hymns^  and  psalms,  and 
^*  spiritual  songs,  and  making  melody  unto  theLordr' 
You  saw  them,  in  the  afiecting  language  of  Scripturet 
^^  fainting,  and  scattered  abroad,  as  sheep  acknow- 
*^  LEGiNG  no  shepherd,  and  ye  had  compassion  on 
"  them."  It  is  to  you  they  are  indebted  for  their 
knowlege  of  God,  and  for  their  practice  of  Religion 
— to  your  charity  it  is  owing  that  they  will  be  worthy 
citizens,  honest  neighbors,  religious  Christians.  "You 
*'  have  been  eyes  to  the  blind,  and  {eet  to  the  lame 
s«  — you  have  been  fathers  to  the  poor."  And  can  you 
want  encouragement  to  persevere  in  this  labor  of 
Christian  love?  *Can  ye  feel  any  indisposition  to  so 
good  a  work,  when  the  observation  and  experience  of 
every  day  must  convince  you,  how  the  greater  part 
of  these  children-^were  such  indisposition,  unhappilyi 
'to  be  prevalent — would  be  useless  from  idleness,  of 
dangerous  from  profligacy?  To  whom,  if  ye  with- 
jiold  your  assistance,  *'  can  they  flee  for  succor  ?•* 
Some  of  them  are  without  parents,  all  of  them,  with- 
out protectors ;  how  then  can  they  be  habituated  to 
labor,  or  established  in  virtue,  or  even  reclaimed  from 
vice  ?  Shall  they  be  turned  loose  upon  the  community? 
God  forbid! 
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"Many    of   these   little   children  will,    it   may   be 
jpresumed,  at  a  more  advanced  age,  **  go  down  to  the 
**  sea  in  ships,  and  occupy  their  business  in  the  great 
•**  waters.^'     And,  permit  me  to  observe  that,  in  the 
characters  of  sea -faring  persons,  there  are  some  striking 
peculiarities^   which  deserve  your  attention.     Inces- 
sant labors   leave  them  little  time  fpr  spiritual  im- 
provement—coarse  debaucnery  extinguishes  in  them 
serious    reflection — repeated   escapes   familiarize    to 
them  the  ideas  of  a  blind  chance,  or  an  inexorable 
fate — inveterate  habits  and  helpless  ignorance  expose 
them  to  the  dreadful,  and  contrary,  extremes  of  pro* 
faneness  and  superstition.     In  the  splendor  of  day 
they  will  <<  make  a  mock  at  sin  ;"  and  yet,  amidst  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  they  tremble  and  fear  **  where 
*'  no  fear  is.**    Conscious  of  preient  safety,  they  de- 
file the  holy  name  of  God  with  oaths  and  exjecrations^ 
But  when  unexpected  and  extreme  danger  overtakes 
them,  they  are,  at  one  moment,  agitated  by   terror, 
And,  at  another,  overwhelmed  in  despondepee,  at  the 
prospect  of  His  just,  and  impending,  wrath,  destitute 
of  that  firm  and  resigned  spitit  which  is  produced  by 
an«rly,  and  ,a  xationalj  sense  of  Religion — they  wring 
their  hands^  and  strike  their  bosoms — they  hope  wildly, 
-and  suddenly  despair — they  pray,  and  they  fajaspheme 
«*— they  sink  into  the  merpile;ss  oceaq,  and  are  seen  no 
more.     Be  it,  therefore^  your  praise  to  furnish  these 
little  ones  with  the  knowlege  of  the  doctrines  of  Chris- 
tianity, ^nd  to  train  them  up  to  the  observance  of  its 
precepts,  that  when,  *'  at  the  worcj  of  the  Almighty, 
•♦*  they  are  carried  up  to  the  heaven,  and  dowq  again 
^*  ,10  the  deep,  so  that  their  souis  begin  to  melt  away 
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'^  because  of  the  danger,  they  may  cry  onto  the 
**  Lord,"  cither  in  the  piou»  hope,  that  "  He  will  de- 
"  liver  them  out  of  their  distress/'  or,  with  a  well* 
grounded  confidence,    that,    when  their  bodies  are 
tossed  by  the  winds,  or  plunged  under  the  waves,  their 
?ETT^R  and  IMMORTAL  part  may  be  received  into  the 
mansibns  of  the  blessed,  there  to  dwell  for  ever  with 
their  Saviour   and  their   God.     To-day,    then,   my 
(Christian  brethren,  hear  the  voice  of  God  calling  you 
to  give  to  those  whom  His  hands  have  fashioned,  and 
His  mercy  has  redeemed.     Obey  his  voice.     **  Give 
^^  according  as  you  are  disposed  in  your  hearts,'*  re- 
membering that,  as  you  all  this  day  sow,  so  you  sbaII^ 
at  the  Day  of  Judgment,  reap.     Obtain  the  appro* 
bation  of  your  own  mind  by  cloathing  the  naked,  and 
instructing  the  ignorant — and,    when   the  time  shall 
come,  which  cannot  to  any  of  us  be  very  far  off,  thai 
ye  shall  be  called  to  bid  adieu  to  every  thing  here--* 
when  ye  shall  have  just  so  much  recollection  left  as  to 
return  God  thanks  that  ye  have  been  enabled  by  pros- 
perity, ^xA  induced  by  wisdom,  to  instruct  your  chil- 
drep  in  the  ways  of  righteousness — when  your  last 
and  most  fervent  prayers  shall  be  put  up  to  God, 
that  ye  may  meet  them  face  to  face  at  the  great  Tri- 
bunal, neither  exposed  to  their  reproaches,  nor  over* 
whelmed   with    your    own— when    they  shall   stand 
around  your    dying   bed,   begging    from    you    one 
final    blessing,    and    supplicating    God    to   receive 
your  soul — then  may  you  resign  yourselves  into  the 
arms   of  death,  without  compunction,  and  without 
dii^may — then  will  you  be  supported  by  the  animating 
consolation  of  having  been,  **  eyes  to  the  blind,  and 
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^  feet  to  t£e  lame'* — tben,  vrith  Job's  confidence,  will 
you  look  back  on  yow  imitation  of  Job's  virtue^  and 
aspire  to  that  heavenly  teward  wbicb  awaits  every  good 
Man,  and^^very  liocere  Cbristian^  wfaio  has  been  ^^  a 
4(  father  to  the  poor.'' 
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*  PSALM  cii*  r8« 

This  shall  be  writtm  for  those  that  come  after ^  and  tie 
people  that  shall  be  torn  shall  praise  the  Lord. 

THE  Psalm  From  which  these  words  are  taken  was 
composed,  as  some  persons  conjecture,  by  one 
of  the  Prophets,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the*  captivity 
—or  rather,  perhaps,  after  the  return  of  the  Jews  from 
Babylon  to  their  own  country :  after  lamenting  the  mi- 
serable estate  of  Jerusalem,  the  author,  from  a  convic- 
tion of  the  eternity  and  immutability  of  God,  predicts 
with  confidence  the  restoration  of  Zion,  when  "  the 
"  fulness  of  the  Gei^tiles  shall  come  in.  This  cove- 
*'  nant  of  pcacei"  says  he,  ^' shall  be  written  for  those 
<^  that  come  after,  and  the  people  that  shall  be  born 
««  shall  praise  the  Lx)rd." 

The  propagation  of  Christianity  among  those  who 
are  benighted  in  ignorance,  and  enslaved  by  sin,  is  a 
blessing,  **  worthy  of  ail  acceptation."    But  whether 

♦  Preached  at  Knarcsboroogh  June  29,  1793.  Never  before 
published  in  a  Volume. 
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through  the  pervcrseness  of  nature,  the  prevalence  of 
example,  or  the  power  of  habit,  men  are  regardless  of 
its  glorious  truths,  and  indifferent  to  its  saving  doc- 
trines, experience  assures  us  that,  hitherto,  it  has  not 
produced  effects  proportionate,  in  the  view  of  human 
reason,  to  the  magnitude  of  the  cause.  For  though  it 
has,  unquestionably,  excited  among  the  noble,  and  the 
great,  the  desire  of  removing  ignorance,  and  of  diffu- 
sing knowlege;  yet,  to  the  bulk  of  mankind,  it  has  not 
been  presented  so  engaging  in  its  nature,  so  easy  in  it« 
conditions,  so  salutary  in  its  influence,  so  interesting 
in  its  rewards,  and  so  awful  in  its  punishments,  as  to 
be  received  with  joyfulness^  and  practised  with  since* 
rity. 

Among  the  various  modes  of  disseminating  Religion 
vhich  piety  has  dictated,  generosity  supported,  and  zeat 
carried  into  effect,  none  perhaps  promises  such  a  har- 
vest to  the  sower,  as  that  of  the  benevolent  Institution 
for  which  I  am,  this  day,  a  willing  advocate.  Whe* 
ther  we  consider  it  as  tending  to  civilize  the  manners^ 
to  meliorate  the  dispositions,  ta  establish  the  principles, 
or  to  promote  the  Salvation  of  the  objects  of  it— in 
every  point  of  view  it  attracts  our  notice,  and  chal'^ 
lenges  our  approbation* 

In  great  and  manufacturing  towns  where  the  lower 
class  of  people  abound,  their  wants  are  so  many,  and 
their  necessities  so  urgent,  that  they  have  no  thought 
but  that  of  providing  for  the  passing  hour.  They  do 
not  therefore  attend  cither  to  the  principles  their  chiU 
dren  imbibe,  or  to  the  habits  they  contract ;  if  they  can 
satisfy  their  cravings  of  appetite,  and  preserve  their  na- 
kedness from  cold,  the}*,  in  their  estimation,  discharge 
the  whole  of  their  duty.  Now  what  members  of  society 
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arc  $uch  children  likely  to  become  ?  Is  it  to  be  ex* 
pected  that  they  will  be  gentle  ia  their  tempen,  upright 
in  their  conduct^  and  exemplary  in  dieir  lives  ?  Tbi& 
IS  HOT  to  be  expected.  For  by  whom  is  it  to  be 
taught  ?  In  what  manner  is  it  to  be  acquired  ?  But 
the  Institution  which  I  am  to  recommend  to  yoor 
bounty^  is  admirably  calculated  to  supply  this  want  of 
parental  instruction.  A  number  of  children  are  brought 
together:  they  are  told  by  their  superiors  to  whom 
they  look  up  with  reverence,  and  they  observe  from 
their  equals  whom  they  copy  with  emulation,  that  the 
purpose  ^or  which  they  are  assembled  is,  to  be  tnatruct- 
ed  in  their  duty,  that  they  may  be  made  wise,  in  order 
to  become  good,  and  good,  in  order  to  be  happy.  The 
n^larity  which  prevails,  makes,  on  their  first  entrance, 
^strong  impression  on  their  senses ;  instead  of  disturb* 
ancc,  they  perceive  quiet,  instead  of  wayward  inclina- 
tion, implicit  obedience.  Another  scene  is  now  pre* 
sented  to  them^  They  are  conducted  to  Church  to 
worship  aji  invisible  God :  the  solemnity  of  the  scene, 
the  reverence  of  the  worshippers,  the  alternate  standing, 
and  kneeling  and  sitting  which  the  Rubric  enjoins,  has 
a  wonderful  efi[ect  on  their  infant  minds.  Education 
now  commences.  I  call  it  educationj  because  it  is  such 
as  their  conditions  demandt  and  their  capacities  com* 
prehend.  They  are,  with  a  few  exceptiens,  soon 
taught  to  read  so  well  as  to  take  delight  in  learning  i 
and  when  they  have  made  such  a  progress  as  to  repeat 
our  exMllent  Catechism,  they  ted  a  conscious  supe- 
riority: they,  by  their  regular  attendance  on  divine 
worship,  learn  to  distinguish  between  the  exhorutions 
made,  the  instructions  conveyed,  the  prayers  offered, 
and  the  thanksgivings  poured  forth ;  they  are  enabled 
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to  **  pray  with  the  understanding  ;'•  they  contrast  in 
their  own  minds  their  present  with  their  former  sute; 
and  with  holy  emulation,  they  strive  to  excel  each 
'other,  and  to  improve  themselves.  I  appeal  for  the 
truth  of  the  assertion  to  you  who  superintend  the 
schools,  instituted  as  these  are  to  rescue  the  minds  of 
young  persons  from  the  tyranny  of  ignorance,  and  pre- 
judice, and  vice.  From  such  beginnings  it  is  that  de« 
cency,  good  manners,  and  Religion  are  expected  to 
prevail:  of  the  want  of  decency,  oFgood  manners,  and 
Religion  we  complain,  because  the  present  generation 
had  not  the  advantages  which  Sunday- Schools  so  libe- 
rally, and  so  piously  offer.  The  profanation  of  the 
Lord's  Day,  so  universally  prevalent  among  the  lower 
orders  of  men  throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  has  ex* 
cited,  in  the  hearts  of  the  pious,  very  alarming  appre- 
hensions. To  reject  with  such  careless  indifference 
the  gift,  and  to  contemn  with  such  daring  im oiety  the 
oivEB,  may  prepare  for  us  a  national  punishment 
which  amendment  only  can  suspend,  and  piety  alone 
averts 

Of  the  objects  for  whose  education  I  am  now  soli- 
citing your  bounty,  how  many  are  there,  who,  had  they 
not  reaped  the  advantages  holden  out  to  tliem  by  this 
most  humane  Institution,  would  perhaps  have  never 
visited  these  sacred  walls,  but  when  prompted  by  cu- 
riosity, directed  by  chance,  induced  by  convenience, 
or  impelled  by  necessity  ?  How  many  pf  these  little 
innocents  might  have  lived  utterly  ignorant  of  the  greajt 
truths  of  Christi^^nity,  born  in  ^in,  and  hafd^qed  by  de- 
pravity? How  many  of  theip  might  have  lived,  and 
died  alas!  without  ever  knowing  of  the  glorious  inherit- 
ance  purchased  for  them  by  the  death  of  Je^u$  Christ? 
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One  6f  the  great  advantages  which  will,  we  trust, 
arise  from  Sunday-Schools  is,  that  many  of  those  who 
are  Uiptizcd  into  the  profession  of  our  holy  Religion, 
will  both  understand  its  nature, and  fulfil  its  commands. 
How  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  genius— how  to- 
tally ignorant  of  the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  many 
are  ^  who   call   themselves    Christians/'  is  too  well 
known  to  us,  whose  duty  it  is  to  instruct  them  in  the 
iruih,  and  impress  upon  them  the  conditions,  of  the 
Gospel-Covenant.     Can  it  then  surprize  you,   that 
sermons — the  only  mean  almost  of  religious  instruc- 
tion— with  whatever  judgment  they  are  composed,  and 
with  whatever  eloquence  delivered,   should  **  return 
**  void  unto^  the  preachers  ?     It  is  lamented,  I  be- 
lieve, by  all  the  Clergy,  more  especially  by  those  who 
preach  before  popular  assemblies,  that  they  arc  seldom 
able  by  the  union  of  refinement  with  simplicity,  by 
transition  from  difficult  to  plain  subjects,  by  the  com- 
bination of  pertinent  reasoning  with  earnest  exhorta- 
tion, to  prepare   discourses  which  will  be  heard,  at 
once,  with  satisfaction  by  th?  more-enlightened,  and 
with  edification  by  the  less-informed,  part  of  their  au- 
ditory.    The  Institution  which  you  are,  I  am  persuad- 
ed, disposed  individually  to  support,  will,  we  hope,  re- 
move this  great  obstacle  to  the  success  of  public  preach- 
ing ;  and  the  time,  we  trust,  in  consequence,  is  not  far 
off  when  **  all  shall  be  taught,  from  the  least  to  the 
*'  greatest,  to  know  the  Lord.'*     The  beauty  of  the 
service,  and  the  excellence  of  the  discourses  by  which 
the  worship  of  our  Church  is,  in  general,  pre-eminently 
distinguished,  will  then  be  felt  with  pleasure,  and  heard 
with  effect.     The  Scriptures  which,  independent  of 
their  being  divine  compositions,  have  a  claim  to  our 
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mttentlon,  ^ill  then  be  received  with  delight*  and^ttt- 
died  with  diligence.  The  inQuence  of  the  Gospel  will 
be  written^  as  with  a  sun-beara^  on  the  conduct  and  tbe 
morals  of  its  professors>  and  ^*  the  people  that  shall  be 
<^  born,  shall)  by  your  acts  of  charity,  be  taught  la 
*'  praise  the  Lord." 

From  this  Institution,  so  simple  in  its  design,  so  |>to- 
misingin  its  appearance,  and  so  beneficial  in  its  effects, 
we  are  justified  in  the  expectation  of  promoting 
•*  peace  on  earth,  and  good-will  towards  men."  When 
profligacy  and  vice,  bad  universally,  over-rim  the  na- 
tion— when  discourses  from  the  pulpit  were  either  not 
beardj  or  not  understood,  or  not  regarded  by  multi- 
tudes— when  the  patrons  of  infidelity  were  boasting 
that  Christianity  failed  of  itseffectj  even  anK)ngst  tllose^ 
who,  by  their  ignorance,  were  most  likely  to  be  influ- 
enced by  its  fascinating  sanctions — when  the  pious 
were  lamenting  that  degeneracy  of  manners  which  bad 
jborne  down  before  it  all  the  higher,  and  all  the  jower 
classes  of  the  community — it  pleased  God,  through  the 
suggestion  of  an  'Individual,  less  distinguished,  it 
should  seem,  by  the  splendor  of  his  rank,  than  by  the 
zeal  of  his  piety,  to  devise  an  expedient  to  stem  the  tor^^ 
rent  of  licentiousness — an  expedient,  by  which,  poste- 
rity, though  they  may  not  be  able  to  dry  up  the  source 
of  the  evil,  may  yet  avert  its  power,  and  check  iis  ra- 
pidity. From  this  Institution,  the  policy  of  which  has 
not  been  equalled  by  the  plans  of  the  most  consunv* 
mate  statesman,  we  anticipate,  with  earnest  expectation, 
the  happy,  happy  time,  when  engagements  between  man 
aiid  maashall  be  kept  inviolate — when  our  gaols  sbatl 

♦  ft^r.  Raikes,ofGIocc8ter. 
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be  no  looker  crowded  with  criminals-^ttd  vhen  ea(^ 
tbaH  enjoy  what  he  potsesaes  secure  *<  under  his  own 
•«  trine,  and  tinder  hii  own  flg*tree**  It  is  to  thii  In- 
ftitution  which  embraces  the  moral  wel&re^  and  the 
eternal  Salvation  of  all  within  its  influence,  that  we 
look  in  part  for  the  completion  of  thesf  animating  pro* 
phedes,  that  <^  the  lamb  shall  lie  down  with  the  leopard 
^  — that  the  knowlege  of  the  Lord  shall  be  spread 
**  abroad  in  the  earth  as  the  waters  Cover  the  seas'* — 
which,  stripped  of  their  metaphorical  dress^  signify,  that 
the  ferocity  of  man's  nature  shall  be  softened — that 
violence  and  contention  shall  cease — that  genuine 
Christianity  shall  be  uught  and  believed,  shall  be  stu- 
died with  seriousness,  and  obeyed  with  alacrity. 

fie  not  discouraged,  if  your  disinterested  exertions 
should,  in  some  instances,  fail  of  success :  be  not  dis- 
couraged, if  the  seed  which  you  have  cast  into  die 
ground,  has  not,  ^*  like  a  grain  of  mustard  seed> 
**  quickly  become  the  largest  of  all  herbs.'*  You  have 
had  a  barren  and  an  obstinate  soil  to  cultivate;  many 
of  the  objects  of  your  attention  are  the  children  of 
those  who  are  ♦  "  pinched  by  want,  exposed  to  delu- 
*•  sion,  bewildered  in  the  mazes  of  error,  and  involved 
"  in  the  darkness  of  ignorance/'  Upon  the  children 
of  such  parents,  you  have  caused  the  light  of  Revela- 
tion to  shine;  you  are  leading  them  **  into  the  paths 
•*  of  peace;"  you  are  smoothing  <*  the  ways  of  Reli- 
gion into  ways  of  pleasantness,**  and  are  direcung 


a 


♦  Sec  a  Letter  hy  the  Rev.  Dr.  PARR  to  the  Disienten  of  Bir. 
mingham,  which,  for  elegance  of  atyle,  liberalit/  of  senttmenc,  and 
powers  of  persuasion^  is  scarce  equalled  by  any  composition  in  die 
English  language.   Sold  by  Mawman,  London. 
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thm  into  ^  the  glorious  liberty  of  the  children  ^f 
^  God/^  What !  if  ye  find  some  too  dull  to  €oaipt«« 
hind)  or  too  (toward  to  be  taught;  too  unsteady  to 
a^y^  or  too  vicious  to  be  reclaitned-*-in  the  suberrdi^ 
Mle^  yet  honorable  employment  of  ^^  sowing  the  seed 
^  of  the  word/'  ye  were  prepared  to  expect  that 
^  some  would  fall  upon  the  rock^  and  some  among 
^  diorns;**  hot  lo  animate  your  ardor,  and  support 
your  perseverance,  ^*  others  have  fallen  vpoa  good 
^  ground,  and  are  daily  bringing  forth  (ruit,  soase 
^  thirty,  some  sixty,  and  some  an  hundred  fold/* 

That  all  the  permanent  and  solid  good  which  yont 
wishes  embrace,  may  not  be  produced  among  the  risifq^ 
generation,  1  am  willing  to  admits  The  obstacles  art 
in  part  foreseen,  and  to  part,  I  fear,  we  must  rather  be 
content  with  lightening  than  removing  them.  It  witt| 
immediately,  occur  Co  you,  that  the  supinenessi  the  ig-- 
norance,  the  profligacy  of  some  of  the  parents  wiU  b^ 
stumbling-blocks  in  tke  way  of  their  children*s  im< 
provement  But  since  many  of  them  depend  on  voir 
ibr  their  subsistence,  be  it  your  care  to  unite  argument 
with  entreaty,  in  persuading  them  to  frequent  the  ser- 
Tice  of  the  Church,  and  to  keep  the  Lord's  Day  holy ; 
to  encourage  their  children,  as  well  by  their  exemplary 
conduct,  as  require  them  by  their  parental  authority, 
to  attend  the  school  with  diligence,  and  to  conform  to 
ks  injunctions  with  cheerfulness.  Succeed  in  this,  and 
the  institution  of  Sunday»Schools*will  defy  every  ob« 
jection  which  petulance  can  ui^e,  and  malignity  utter. 

But  however  this  be,  it  will  not  be  deemed  presump>» 
tuoustosay,that  so  much  goodwill  be  derived  to  many 
of  these  little  ones  who  are  drawing  instruaion  from 
your  bounty,  that  they  m\\  be  enabled  by  understand* 
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.  ^^  mand  their  children,  and  their  houshold  after  fhem 

^  to  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord,  and  to  do  justice  and 

.<s  judgment'* — verifying  in  their  literal  sense  the  words 

of  the  text,  that  <*this  shall  be  written  for  those  that 

^  come  after,  and  that  the  people  that  shall  be  bom 

y  shall  praise  the  Lord/^ 

Again,  I  beseech  you,  be  Hot  discouraged  Conti- 
nue your  exertions.  The  tnaUgnant  blasts  of  infidelity 
may  assail,  the  pernicious  blights  of  enthusiasm  may- 
deaden  ^^  the  branches  of  this  vine  which  GOD  hasAi 
^^  planted/'  But  let  us  pray  God  diat  *^  the  wild  boar 
<^  out  of  the  wood  be  restrained  from  rooting  it  up, 
/^  and  the  wild  beasts  of  the  field  from  devouring  it:** 
r— if  it  decay  through  neglect,  if  ijt  droop  through  inat-^ 
•ention,  "  return,  we  beseech  thee,  O  God  of  HosU, 
^^  look  down  from  Heaven,  behold  and  visit  this 
f^  viner 

You  will  allow  me,  if  you  are,  indeed,  solicitous  to 
reform  the  lives,  and  improve  the  principles,  of  the 
lower  classes  of  the  community  by  this  most  benevo- 
lent Institution,  to  suggest  to  yoii,  that,  when  yoti 
receive  the  children,  who  have  been  the  objects  of  it, 
into  your  families,  unless  you  preserve  alive  in  them 
the  spirit  of  piety,  which  the  practice  of  the  school 
infused,  you  yourselves  will  vnjk)  by  your  negligence, 
what  you  are  endeavcriag  to  effect  by  your  bounty«  It 
is  most  devoutly  to  be  wished  that,  as  soon  as  they 
leave  the  school,  the  same  regular  attendance  on 
divine  worship  may  be,  indispensably,  required — that 
a  part  of  the  Sunday  may  be  invariably  devoted  to 
the  reading  of  such  book's  as  will  instruct  them  in 
lleligion,  and  confirm  them  in  piety— ^hat  when  they 
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arc  arrived  at  a  proper  age,  they  may  be  brought  to  the 
Holy  Sacrament,  and  habituated  to  the  observance  of 
all  the  duties  of  a  christian  life.  There  is  one  thing 
more  which  I  would  most  earnestly  recommend;  with- 
out which  your  bounty  will  be  ineflFectual,  and  their 
improvement  incomplete*— assemble  your  family  every 
evening  to  worship  God;  you  will  then  become  to 
these  children  instructors,  guardians,  parents;  you 
will  then,  in  a  qualified  sense,  become  "  preachers  of 
^  righteousness,  a  nation  of  priests." 

I  will  trespass  a  little  longer  on  your  patience  whilst 
I  exhort  you  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  Suni- 
day-Schools,  not  merely  by  acts  of  charity,  but  by  the 
exertion  of  your  authority,  and  the  influence  of  your 
superintendence. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  observe  to  youj  that  this 
excellent  Institution  is  supported  by  soliciting,  in  this 
place,  your  charity  once  in  two  years.  You  are  here 
exhorted  to  contribute,  ^^  each  according  to  your 
**  power :"  if  you  have  much,  it  is  not  doubted,  biii 
"  you  will  give  plenteously;  if  you  have  little,"  it  is 
hoped,  that  ^^  you  will  give  cheerfully  of  that  little*" 
In  this  mode  of  applying  for  your  bounty,  the  oppor- 
tunity of  being  ostentatious  is  refused.  Yet  the  Insti- 
tution, surely,  will  not  suffer,  because  you  are  not  urged 
by  importunity,  or  impelled  by  emulation.  How 
much  a  public  charity  is  benefited  by  raising  the  cod* 
sequence,  by  flattering  the  vanity,  by  alarming  the  pride 
of  the  people  solicited,  is  clear  and  obvious.  Your 
support  is  requested  from  no  such  motives.  What  you 
will  give  can  only  be  known  with  certainty  to  God^ 
and  to  yourselves.  The  voice  of  fame  will  not  pro- 
claim your  liberality,    I  wish  you  to  exercise  your 
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trharity  from  a  higher  principle.  I  i^qtfelt  ydu  t6  con- 
sider that  •*  vhat  you  havcj  you  havfc  received,"  and 
that  you  ane  accountable  for  the  di«ributh>h  6f  it.  I 
request  you  to  consider,  that  your  reward  in  teawn 
will  be  in  proportion  to  your  charity  this  dayooeartl)« 
I  beseech  you  to  bear  in  mind^  that  seldom  hdfs  jim 
bounty  been  supplicated  updn  an  loccadfo^  so  llightjr 
laudable,  and  so  extensively  u^ful^  as  rfiat  whkb  rm 
calls  for  your  attention  and  your  i^upport*  Itim 
contribute  your  kssiStanc^  towaitb  the  iKtideriAg  up- 
wards of  two  huftdred  children  serVi€«We  lo  Ac  torn- 
mubity,  happy  in  themselves  and  <<  hieirs  oftbekitig^ 
♦«  dom  of  heaven,"  Suth  beihg  tht  tause  yo*i  ate  f^ 
quired  to  promote^  ye  will  all,  t  pray  Ood,  i\i$  (b^ 
contribute  in  such  a  manner,  that  ye  wiH  tidt  te 
ashamedj  when  your  bounty  shall  be  fi)JKte  WMlkst} 
«t  the  day  of  judgthim. 

But  tt  is  not  only  by  yofur  liberality  thm  this  wft 
chrhtian  institution  will  flcTurishu  II)  (ftdft  to  diAsb 
its  influeiKc,  and  promo^  its  sQtoess^  perftiii  mid  et- 
iiort  those  of  yt>u  who  are  ih  a  bigfatr  fitMioA  of Kfi^  t6 
give  the  sehic9o)s  iKmctimc%  if  h6t  the  saticfiiim  oF  yMr 
presence^  at  least  the  advan^ge  of  yoM*  eii^iH^ 
Nothing  wiU  so  efltotually  watm^iA  <»dM,«hd  ai^ 
regularky, '  A<iid  tet  no  inan  fMi^k^btriglily  ^WttMlf 
as  to  be  abd^e  this  t4^ct  bf  kindness^  this  }M(MKe  of 
coiidefl(cemioA.  Can  1^  b%  tetter  ^ffuplbytii  Acnt » 
lisfactorily  ro  himsbll^  «ioi%  ^sRS&0pti%f3oVMft^ 
whom  both  riches  and  dfsiin«licym  areierived^  dftbin 
sugge$trog  aiaeiMtaiefitt^  in  rebuking  iiegKgtiAt)  k 
couAtenam^ing  industry  p 

To  coiidtfde.  You  are  wow  called  wpm  by  f^ 
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nmtfest  ^(Mftw'ity,  ^th  jua  ^ptittdples^  strnm!  ttmrite, 
awd  thie  rclrgitm.  Cast  your  tjyes  for  a  taomwt  Wi  a 
neighboring  nation,  and  you  wiR  bft  dien  cotWhiced 
Aat  1  art!  fciflmitrng  yba  to  cbrtstih  yu^or  intdrst,  as 
much  as  to  disdiarge  yoat  duty.  Heanr  the  xlatnortms 
voice  Tjfthe  populace  Aftnatidmg  shunter  I^^sffte  ftreir 
hands  stamed  wkh  btood^  A  Rtrcfltcitrn,  even  bFtlie 
genriici^lrindjiti'thh kingdom,  IS,  weliopi,  Tettiotc;  it 
is,  however,  an  act  of  wisdom  to  restrafntbe  turbtfletit 
passions  of  the  multitude,  which  can  be  no  way  more 
effectually  done,  than  by  the  support  of  this  most  bene« 
volent  Institution,  And  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  you 
are  making  them  peaceable  citizens,  and  honest  neigh* 
bors,  you  are  preparing  them  for  an  admission  into  a 
better  life,  which  will  continue  when  ^<  time  shall  be  no 
•*  more,*'  Look  then  upon  these  children  with  eyes 
of  compassion ;  and,  as  God  hath  blessed  you,  impart 
your  blessings  unto  them.  Look  upon  these  children 
with  tycs  of  compassion ;  and  as  it  is  your  privilege  to 
be  educated  in  the  profession  of  Christianity^  shew 
yourselves  to  be  so  actuated  by  its  principles,  as,  by 
the  application  of  a  small  part  of  your  incomes^  to  en« 
courage,  and  as  it  were,  to  beguile  them  into  a  concern 
for  their  everlasting  interest,,  and  to  make  them  ^'  wise 
<*  unto  Salvation/'  And  remember  that  you  are  again 
to  behold  them  at  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ,  At  that 
tremendous  period,  when  you  are  each  about  to  enter 
upon  an  unalterable  state,  when  others  are  beset  with 
the  helpless  whom  they  have  oppressed,,  and  the  or« 
phans  they  have  inji^red,  may  you  be  encompassed  with 
these  children  proclaiming  your  goodness,  and  plead- 
ing for  your  acceptance !  Amidst  their  praises  of  your 
bountyi  and  their  prayers  for  your  Salvation^  may  you 
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be  welcomed  by  the  Judge  of  the  World  widi  thU 
transporting  iavitation — **  enter  together  with  them 
*^  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord  I" 

That  every  person  here^  according  as  bi$  circum- 
stances enable  him  to  contribqte,  may,  this  day  by  his 
beneficence,  enticle  himself  to  such  high  approbation 
of  his  conduct,  and  reward  of  bis  merit^  God  of  his  in* 
finite  mercy  grant^  fpr  the  sake  of  Jfesi^  Christ  oi)r 
J-pri    AM|;if4 
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i  ivds  an  hungered^  and  ye  gave  me  meats  t  was  ibiirsty 
and  ye  gave  me  drink  /  /  was  a  stranger^  and  ye  mk 
me  in. 

Id  Y  th^  ihtfodtictioh  of  sin  into  the  World,  a  very 
'^^  material^  and  affecting  change  took  place  in  the 
jpresent  condition,  and  future  expectations,  of  the  Whole 
Inoral  creation.  Expelled  from  paradise,  man  entered 
into  a  state  of  probation.  And  '^  when  the  fulness  of 
**  the  time  was  come,"  the  Supreme  Being  was,  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  make  a  Revelation  of  His  will,  in 
n^hich,  He,  in  the  most  unequivocal  language,  declared^ 
that,  according  as  His  creatures  should  fulfil,  or  trans^ 
gress,  the  laws  of  this  Evangelical  Covenant^  they 
ivould  be  entided  to  an  high  reward,  or  subject  to  a 
tremendous  punishment. 

In  analyzing  the  constitution  of  our  nature,  in  cod- 
'templating  the  various  conditions  of  society,  we  per* 
xeive   how  adiiiirably  the  Christian  dispensation  is 

f  Never  before  printed^ 
-  ,  F  f  3         ^  Adapted 
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adapted  to  the  moral  state^  and  calculated  for  the  ge« 
neral  good^  of  man ;  how  wisely  it  embraces  the  in* 
lerest^  and  how  powerfully  it  promotes  the  happineisi 
of  the  hyvupi  raoe.  Msipv  ^^  r^specT  to  man,  be- 
comes  the  representative  of  God.  ^*  I  was  an  bun- 
*^  gered,  and  ye  gave  me  meat«  Then  shall  the  rigbte* 
•*  ous  answer  Mim  sayiny,  Lortf,  when  saw  we  thee  an 
^^  hungered»  and  fed  thee.  And  the  King  shall  an* 
*^  swer,  and  say  unto  thMs^  v«rily  I  say  unto  you^  in- 
*^  asmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of 
**  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me." 

In  this  description  of  the  general  Judgment,  ani- 
mating in  the  inforpiaUQn  it  conveys,  and  awful  in  the 
COB^quCDCcs  it  establishes,  the  mind  is,  irresistibly, 
led  to  consider  the  state  in  which  it  shall  then  appear, 
and  to  anticipate  the  sentence  to  which  it  shall,  in  con- 
f^ueiic(^  be  enuti^     "^  The  Son  of  xswx  shall  eofqe 
*^  in  Hi^  glpry>  and  ^  the  hply  Aogpls  with  Bm^ 
in  QviiW  that,  the  vir<u«$  9t94  ^  vi^^  of  cvexy  huaun 
keiRgi  Uom  th«  pomoifMeiDem  of  caeation  to  the  con? 
WQimftUQH  of  all  things,  ipay  be  proclaimed  aloud  bcr 
fof^  \)m.  2^Hmk\MA  wqrkl*    To  this  awakening  pret 
lude  shall)  inimqdiat^lyi  ^Q<:6ed  Ui^  final  separation 
t^otweon  the  rig)i^ou%  and  the  wicked-^tha  one  set 
at  (h&  rig^t»  the  othei^  at  the  teft  hand ;  when  Ta| 
KfNQt  Oil  our  Lord  styles  hin^^elf,  of  Ai^els  and  of 
p^\iy  ^^  $h^l  aay  Junto  th^m  on  Hi*  nght  bands  tmo^ 
ye  ««  blessed  of  my  Father,  mhm%  ^b?  king^OWr  pre^ 
*^  pawid  for  yew  froin  th^  foundation  of  th?  wprfd**' 
H^w  I  Shall  m9nt  a  worm  of  the  earthy  (^nd  sudb  ^ 
tingiui^ied  favoiv  in  the  sight  of  God  ?   yc$r^)ecjUM^ 
continues  the   Almighty  Judge,  "  when   I  was  an 
*^  bungred^  ye  gave  me  meal;  when  I  was  thirsty, 
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*<  ye  gave  vie  drink ;  wfaeo  I  was  a  stranger  ye  took. 
*^  me  im**  Our  Lord  mayi  as  some  suppose,  express 
himself  here  by  a  figure  of  speech^  nqt  infrequeody 
used  in  the  sacred  writings^.  He  may,  under  these 
images  of  substantia!  relief^  comprize  all  the  moral 
virtues,  and  social  qualities,  which  Christianity,  when 
embraced  from  co&viction,  and  observed  from  prin* 
ciple,  uniformly,  produces^  But  allowing  this  general 
latitude  of  interpretation,  I  must  still  contend  thaty 
if  all  other  virtues  are,  by  our  Blessed  Lord,  compre<» 
bended  under  them,  the  practice  of  these  more  espe« 
cially,  in  order  to  obtain  His  approl^tion,  must  be  of 
unceasing  obligation,  and  indispensable  necessity.  He^ 
says  the  Scripture  in  another  place,  <^  shall  have  judg« 
^  ment  ^thout  mercy,  who  himself  hath  shewed  no 
^  mercy/'  And  again  *^  whoso  stoppeth  his  ears  at 
*^  the  cry  of  the  poor,  he  also  shall  cry  himself,  but 
^  shall  not  be  heard/'  Do  you  hope,  in  that  solemn 
scene,  to  hear  addressed,  personally,  to  yourselves  this 
transporting  invitation,  **  come,  blessed  of  my  Fa-^ 
**  thcr  P*  3e  it  your  care,  as  it  is,  equally,  your  in-» 
terest  and  your  duty,  to  perform  acts  of  mercy,  and 
works  of  benevolence.  Are  you  sanguine  in  such 
hopes  ?  from  the  hungry  whom  you  have  fed— 4rom 
the  thirsty  to  whom  you  have  given  drink— from  the 
granger  whom  you  have  preserved  from  nakedness, 
and  protected  from  cold,  must  proceed  intercessions 
for  your  acceptance,  and  prayers  for  your  reward. 

Since  Providence  hath,  in  His  wise  dispensations^ 
placed  one  man  in  a  station  which  abounds  with  what«- 
ever  can  delight  the  imagination,  and  gratify  the  senses ^ 
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and  another  in  a  condition,  exposed  to  all  the  mortrfi' 
cations  of  want,  and  all  the  embarrassments  of  poverty  ; 
it  is,  evidently,  His  intention  that  "  the  abundance  of 
"  the  rich  should  supply  the  wants  of  the  poor .'*  For 
riches— whether  acquired  by  the  application  of  labor, 
bequeathed  by  the  kindness  of  friends,  or  enjoyed  by 
virtue  of  succession — through  whatever  channel  con- 
veyed— are  the  gift  of  God.  The  natural  enquiry 
then  is — to  what  end  He  gives  them  ?  For  what  pur- 
pose He  designs  them  ?  Is  it  to  encourarge  the  mean- 
Ress  of  accumulation — ^to  indulge  the  propensity  to 
sensuality— to  support  the  splendor  of  distinction  ? 
What !  shall  we,  ^  whom  He  hath  made  all  of  one 
*'  blood  to  dwell  on  the  face  of  the  earth,'^  presume 
to  entertain  thopghts  so  mean,  and  so  unworthy  of  the 
Eternal  Providence  ?  Would  not  this  be  to  accuse 
the  Almighty  of  a  blind  attachment  to  the  rich,  and  oF 
cruel  injustice  to  the  poor  ?  His  merciful  design,  in 
constituting  so  material  a  difFerencein  the  several  situa* 
tibns  in  society  is,  assuredly,  to  render  one  roan  in- 
strumental to  the  happiness  of  another ;  and  at  the 
same  time,  to  prove  the  fidelity  of  one  in  the  distribu* 
tion  of  His  blessings,  and  the  patience  of  the  other,  in 
the  support  of  His  chastisements. 

"  The  rich  and  popr,"  says  the  Scripture,  "  meet 
•'  together ;  the  Lord  is  the  maker  of  us  all."  We 
have,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  been  inter* 
WQven  into  civil  society,  to  the  end  that  we  may,  by 
mutual  good  offices,  assist,  comfort,  and  support  each 
other.  Now,  as  we  are  all  clay  in  the  hands  of  the 
^me  Potttr,  to  suppose  one  part  of  His  creatures 
abandoned  to  the  uncertainty  of  chance,  and  the  sport 
of  caprice^  would  be  treating  them  as  infants  exposed, 
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• 
to  the  mercy  of  passengers,  by  a  parent  who  is  de- 
void of  the  affections  and  the  bowels  of  a  man.  We 
arrive  then  at  this  necessary  conclusion,  that  a  portion 
of  the  weakh  you  call  your  own,  and  which  you  con- 
sider as  your  exclusive  property— exempt  from  any 
account  to  the  author  of  it  in  the  pious  distribution, 
the  parsimonious  hoard,  or  the  injudicious  profusion 
•—is  to  be  reserved  for  works  of  mercy,  and  compas- 
sion ;  and  that,  being  not  the  proprietor,  but  the  stew- 
ard only,  you  are  not  allowed  by  Him,  who  entrusted 
it  to  you,  to  appropriate  it  to  other  purposes,  and 
alienate  it  from  its  original  destination ;  tliat  what  you 
can,  without  inconvenience,  spare,  is  due  to  the  alle- 
viation of  the  wants  of  the  poor,  and  the  relief  of  the 
indigent. 

•  We  are  to  consider  further,  that,  in  the  present  un- 
equal state  of  things,  it  is  the  intention  of  the  Al- 
mighty, that  all  men  of  every  degree,  ani  of  every 
condition,  should  unite  in  praises  to  Him  for  His 
blessings,  and  in  thanksgivings  for  His  benefits,  fiut 
he  who  is  afflicted  with  disease,  pining  in  neglect,  and 
languishing  in  sorrow — how  shall  he  exalt  his  voice  in 
this  harmony  of  praise,  in  this  concert  of  thanks- 
giving ?  Whilst  you  are  in  possession,  many,  of  the 
elegances,  and  all,  of  the  comforts  of  life — whilst  the 
dictates  of  your  heart  are — **  I  will  give  thanks  unto 
"  Thee,  O  Lord;  I  will  be  glad,'  and  rejoice  in 
"  Thee;  yea,  my  songs  will  I  make  of  thy  name, 
**  O  most  Highest,  I  will  magnify  Thee,  O  Lord, 
<^  for  Thou  hast  set  me  up,  and  not  made  my  foes  to 
"  triumph  over  me.  Thou  hast  put  ofF  my  sackcloth, 
**  and  girded  me  wiih  gladness,  therefore  will  I  give 
"  thanks  unto  Thee,  O  my  God,  for  ever."     Whilst 
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yottr  (oul  is  expanding  vricb  Mcb  sublime  ideaSf  Mi 
viiji  such  ^Uvated  affectionsi  ih^  heart  of  the  poor 
m^th  suak  in  grief>  an4  av^rwbdme4  with  aQicuon^ 
pours  out  laroeotAtions  such  a$  these  to  Hiin^  ^<  who 
•^  feruiseih) .  and  who  bindcth  up — How  long  wilt 
^  Thou  forget  mf ,  O  Lord  ?  for  ever  ?  how  long 
«^  wilt  Thou  hide  thy  face  from  tBC  ?  Hear  my  prayer^ 
^  O  God,  and  hide  not  thyself  from  my  petitiop :  I 
«'  am  poor>  and  in  misery,  haste  Thee  unto  me,  O 
^  God.'*  This  language  of  complaint  is  by  you  to 
ke  changed  into  expressions  of  rejoicing ;  the  sung  of 
l^ir  mi^^ery  is  to  be  extracted  by  the  balm  of  your 
kindness.  You  are  the  physicians  appointed  by  Pro^ 
vidence  to  '^  pour  wine  and  oil"  into  their  wounds-^-- 
|o  dry  up  their  tears*— and  ^'  to  make  glad  that  heart 
•*  which  is  pierced  through  with  many  sorrows/*  To 
you  is  assigned  the  ofEce  of  leading  him  that  is  in  ni^ 
«ery  to  a  Full  trust,  and  an  entire  conBdence,  in  Gods 
©f  convineir^  him,  that  all  things—rbowever  threat- 
cniftg  their  appearance,  and  galling  their  preisure-f* 
iiltimixtely  "  work  together  for  good;"  to  you  is  as* 
signed  the  office — engaging  in  its  nature,  and  pleasing 
10  its  exercise — of  changing  heaviness  into  joy^  and 
mourning  into  gladness ;  to  you  is  assigned  the  office 
of  establishing  in  the  heart  of  the  poor,  a  principle  of 
duty  to  God,  and  of  impressing  it  with  the  enlivening 
sentiment,  thai  '^  the  Lord  is  his  shepherd,  so  that  be 
^^  can,  in  the  end,  lack  nothing;  that  though  be  wall^ 
•*  Uirough  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  deathf  he  is  sc- 
^  cure  from  evil;  for  that  God  is  with  him ;  that  the 
•*  loving-kindness  and  mercy  of  God  shall  follow  him 
^  all  the  days  of  his  life  ;*'  and  that  it  is,  therefore,  his 
biounden  duty  to  join  the  powers  61  his  voice,  and 
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die  {acuities  of  hU  soul,  in  imitaiion  of  the  holy 
P&iilmt^i  ^^  in  ainging  the  praises  of  the  Lord  without 
^  cca&iog/' 

.Such  arc  the  blessed  ^ffecu  of  Charity,  accruing  ta 
iV^^  %ifh9  are  the  objects  of  it.  Charity^  my  bre# 
^f  0,  wipes  away  the  tear  of  sorrow ;  Chitrity  \m^ 
p)$\m^  in  tlve  be^,  a  sense  of  God's  over-ruling  Pro« 
vtdftn^e;  Charity  conducts  to  a  knowlege  of  God^  and 
Uk  observance  of  His  laws.  Powerful  then  must  be  the 
RAQtivts  to  the  practice  of  it;  consolatory  the  reflec- 
i\w\%  which  aci;ompany9  and  unspeakable  the  rewards, 
wh^ch  nwait  it*~rewards  conferred  in  time,  perpetuated 
thrpughout  eternity*-*" :  they  CQOspHze  the  satisfaction 
of  having  discharged  the  duty  peculiarly  assigned  us 
by  Almighty  God-'^the  sensible  consolations  of  Heaveri 
^^  when  you  lie  sick  upon  your  bed'^^^j^  triumphant 
via^ry  over  death-r-and  your  cause  at  the  day  of  Judg« 
soent  pleaded  in  the  presence  of  a  Judge,  whose  moa 
beloved  attributes  you  hav^  resembled  \  by  advocates 
poiKiKful  Id  their  address  and  irrresistible  in  their  in^ 
lerc^saons-^by  the  hungry  to  whom  you  shall  havf 
g)ve|i  v^^^X/^y  the  thirsty  to  whom  you  shall  have 
given  drink-^y  the  strange  whom  you  shall  have* 
-  mercifullyj  taken  in. 

^     These  inesUBi^ble  hles4i|ig9  you  will  all,  I  pray  God» 
1lt|H4  d^yj  apprctpriate  t^  yourselves  by  the  suppprt  yoi^ 
YMTQ  disposed  to  give  to  the  admirable  Institution  J  ana 
AQW  to  recommend  to  your  bounty. 

We  are  assembled,  you  will,  I  am  per$viaded>  all 
acknowlege,  for  one  of  the  most  benevolent  purposes 
piety  ever  planned,  or  zeal  supported ;  no  other  tihan 
imparting  health  to  sickness,  relief  to  disease,  an4 
vigor  to  those  enfeebled  by  accidents.   An  Insutution 
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calculated  For  such  benevolent  purposes,  is  Welti ' 
becoming  a  nation  distinguished  by  its  preservatioil 
of  the  helpless  from  the  tyranny  of  oppression^  and 
of  its  protection  of  the  poor  from  the  pressure  of 
want :  it  is  well  becoming  a  natii^n  enriched  by  conl^ 
merce^  produced  by  the  labor  of  the  lower  classes  of 
society,  without  whose  diligence  and  exertions,  our  tol^ 
tional  wealth  would  decrease^  and  our  national  strengdi 
decay  :  it  is  well-becoming  a  nation  favored  above  all 
txhcrs,  by  having  the  Gospel  preached  in  its  geouiod 
purity,  supplying  the  understanding  with  knowlege^ 
and  gladdening  the  heart  with  consolation.  An  lo^ 
stitution  opening  its  doors  to  cure  lingering  disease,  td 
heal  the  deadly  wound^  to  dry  up  the  morbid  sore,  to 
assuage  intolerable  pain  ^ .  and,  what  is  of  too  great 
moment  to  be  overlooked,  to  convict  the  heart  of  sid, 
and  to  impress  it  with  the  fear  and  the  love  of  Hioi 
*^  who  chastens  us  for  our  proBt^  that  we  may  be 
^  partakers  of  His  holiness;"  an  Institution  com* 
prizing  such  mighty  blessings  hath  a  claitn,  surely^  to 
the  support  of  every  one  who  boasts  of  the  name  of 
Briton,  and,  more  especially  of  him  who  glories  in 
the  title  of  Christian ;  insomuch  that  it  may  be  diffi* 
cult  to  pronounce  whether  the  humane^  in  giving  to*- 
wards  the  diSusion  of  such  blessings^  or  the  afflicted 
man  in  receiving  them>  has  the  more  abufidarft  satis^ 
faetion:  or  rather  perhaps,  we  may  apply,  in  this 
case,  with  singular  propriety,  the  expression  of  out 
gracious  Redeemer,  that  "  it  is  more  blessed  to  give 
"  than  to  receive/' 

-  Would  you  be  taught  indeed,  to  appreciate  with  pre- 
cision the  blessings  conveyed  in  this  h6use  of  mercy? 
Visit  with  mc  a  feliow-crcature,  proceeding  from*  the 
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bands  of  tbe  same  God^  redeemed  by  the  same  .pre^ 
cious  Blood,  and  entitled  to  the  same  heavenly  inherit 
tance ;  see  him  wasted  with  sickness,  and  languishing 
with  disease^  bereft  of  every  consolation  which  his  con- 
dition demands.  Behold  him  lying  on  a  wretched  bed, 
the  clothes  with  which  he  is,  scarcely^  covered,  dis- 
gusting to  the  sight,  and  oflFensive  to  the  smell;  his 
chaoiber  all  comfortless,  noxious  with  unwholsome, 
and  incapable  of  admitting  salubrious,  ain  See.  his 
coarse  and  scanty  food  ill  suited  to  the  delicate  stomach, 
loathing  homely,  and  craving  palatable,  viands ;  far^  it 
may  be,  from  a  wealthy  or  beneficent  neighbor,  who 
might  send  him  meat  from  his  own  table,  and  support 
|)is  spirits  with  cordials  poverty  cannot  purchase.  Ob- 
^rye  the  agony  of  his  mind  powerfully  contributing  tp 
the  increase  pf  his  disorder,  by  seeing  his  children  ne« 
pessarily  neg)iected|  forlorn^  and  destitute,  and  de* 
prived)  through  his  inability  to  labor,  of  a  part  of  that 
sparing  meastirc  of  victiials,  which  indigence  can,  at 
best,  provide.  Whilst,  with  melancholy  emotions,  you 
contemplate  his  pitiable  poi^itioni  you  perceive  health 
^ithdrai^ing  to  a  grater  distance  from  his  habiution, 
^nd  disease,  with  all  his  train  of  attendaa(S|  taking  up 
)iis  abode  under  the  distracted  roof* 

JBiut  view  the  a^licted  patient  removed  to  this 
]3£TH£SDA ;  you  perceive  at  once  a  countenance  more 
cheerful,  reviving  spirits,  returning  health.  He  has 
fxchapged  disturbance  for  quiet,  neglect  for  atteo- 
(ions,  piqchiiig  poverty  for  ^^  food  convenient  for 
^  him  ^*'  h^  is  supplied  with  whatever  necessity  ro- 
qyire^i  and  care  can  administer.  Inveterate  as  may 
\)c  the  nature  of  his  disorder,  diligence  is  exerted  in 
yatchin^  ks  progress,  skill  employed  in  controlling 
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its  power,  and  humatrity  exfcrdi^d  irt  rtihigati/rg  itj  s6- 
^erity.  Thus  stiiroundcd  with  cotnFort)5,  his  itritid 
more  at  ease,  his  apprehenrsiom  dispcfHed,  tts  spirits 
ttlivened,  his  confidetice  strengthetted ;  be  looks  IbN 
^ard  with  eagerness  to  the  period  of  his  departure  t(> 
his  own  habitation,  when  he  tnay,  by  the  labor  of  his 
bands,  again  provide  ^read  and  tloathfng  for  his  fkmilf « 
And  he  departs  a  new  tloart,  itwprtrttd  in  real  virtue^ 
^*  nourished  with  all  goodness  ;**  he  coniem^aces^  widi 
astonishn^ent  itringhti  w^tli  "piety,  the  Idnducss  6i 
men,  and  the  ProtrArtkcettf  Ood:  the  ebntc<nj)htiot» 
ptTddoceA  gratittrde  t6  the  cfiatarfc,  ahd  revtrcnce  tb Ae 
CteattST. 

Sensible,  then,  of  the  cihTitteratile  blei*]ngi  ^  ittay 
^iffoTse,  let  us  hot,  nnder  any  pretence  whlth  )ivatice^ 
assuming  various  and  iuip^sitrg  dhgcilses,  may  dictate 
tt  the  mind,  i^hut  ourtieam  ^gdinnthe)>athecic  try  of 
Aesfe  sons  ^nd  ^augfcters  of  attittion-^^  litfee  ptiy 
'^  tipon  me-^'have  pity  uptm  mejj  for  tht  hand  ijf  GtJd 
^  9i8(th  t6uc1ted  me,*" 

When  we  shaW  te  !ftrtntri6ned  tt>  give  an  «coam  of 
^ut  worries,  the  grand  wrqtrrry,  we  know,  wtll,  chiettjr^ 
ittrn  upon  the  tompars^6n  wfc  sh^dl  hrave  stiewn  to  Aeto 
that  were  in  need,  tf  Our  liberaKty  sbatt  have  beeh 
»n*werabte  tb  our  ^utfrie>n,  the  tightebuS  judge  will 
^y  wrto  us-*^**  tome,  ye  !)lfeSsed  t>f  tny  ftilier,  ertfa* 
**  into  life  eternal;**  then  shttH  wt,  happlty>e<perreiice 
ihat  ^«  to  have  exercrsefi  Cbarity  is  ^better  thai*  toliave 
^  laid  up  gold  ;*  then  shall  we,  ha^>pfty,  tttpeftem^^ 
Aat  *«  Charity  delivers  from  -dcails  and  e«J>iates  irin  :^ 
but  if  we  shaH  bave  disappotnted  His  «pet!attemi ;  if 
we  shall  have  refu«?d  to  have  given  vlfli-stfffidem  mti- 
ttificente  to  Hitn  dfHh  t)wn,  whidh  He  tfolrtisied  ta 
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m  for  tliftt  very  J)urp6se-*to  Him  rcpres^wd  by  thfe 
hatigty  to  whom  we  aball  karve  neglettcd  «o  giire  me^, 
«nd  by  xhi  tbirsty  freto  whom  w^  withheid  drink— ^Hte 
>#ill  thtn  Jfay  unto  os,  «  depart  from  me,  ye  cttr^d; 
•^  ^  away  into  everidWihg  pamshmcnf/* 

Awful  illerbetive !  which  skuaiioh,  my  Christlali 
bretferehj  \vill  be  obm  P  Let  us  iti  Irfl&gin^itort  iii^. 
pose^  that  that  day,  Which  is  to  cort6  as  unexpectlKliy 
upon  the  world,  as  a  thief  approaches  !h  ihk  m^hf,  Ss 
now  at  hand.  Let  us  suppose — the  supposition  will 
soon  become  reality  I^^that  our  last  hour  is  come- 
that  the  sea  and  the  graves  are  yielding  up  their  dead 
«^that  the  heavens  are  opening  over  our  heads — that 
Jesus  Christ  is  descending  in  all  His  glory — that  the 
Throne  is  set,  the  books  opened,  and  our  doom  going 
to  be  pronounced  according  to  the  disposition  we  al 
this  moment  feel,  and  the  liberality  we  shall  this  day 
^hew,  in  giving  bread  to  the  hungry,  drink  to  the 
thirsty,  and  refuge  to  the  stranger. -^On  what  side^ 
Christians,  do  our  consciences  forewarn  that  we  shall 
be  placed  ?  At  the  right  hand — or  at  the  left  I  Thai 
day  will  come  soon  upon  us  all — upon  some  of  us — 
it  may  be-r-*^  before  our  tycs  sleep,  or  our  eyelids 
^^  slumber.  To-day  then,  whilst  it  is  called  to-day, ** 
let  us  prepare  for  its  approach :  let  us,  by  a  seasons- 
able  distribution  of  the  wealth  entrusted  to  us,  secure 
to  ourselves  (his  gracious  reception-^''  verily,  I  say 
^^  unto  you,  inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of 
♦*  the  least  of  these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto 
♦*  me,"  And  do  Thou,  O  God,  without  whose  bless- 
ing all  preachiqg  is  useless,  ^nd  all  exhortation  vain, 
impress  every  «oul  here  assembled  with  the  desire  of 
rendeqng  himself  acceptable  in  thy  sight,  ^*  Thou 
I  «  hast 
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<^  hast  taugbt  us,  that  all  our  doings  without  Charity 
**  arc  nothing  worth ;"  do  Thou,  therefore,  graciously, 
be  pleased  to  "  send  this  day  thy  Holy  Ghost  into 
<^  our  hearty,  and  pour  upon  us  all  that  most  excelleot 
<^  gift  of  Charity ,'•  that  we  may,  abundantly,  relieve 
the  distresses,  and,  liberally,  administer  to  the  wants, 
of  those  whom  Thou  hast  afflicted  in  this  life,  in  order 
that  they  and  we  naay  have  our  portion  with  Thee  ia 
9  better,  through  all  eternity ! 
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And  they  come  to  Jesus^  and  see  him  that  was  possessed 
with  the  devil  and  bad  the  Legion^  siUingj  and  clothed^ 
and  in  bis  rigbt  mind. 

NOTHING  has  occasioned  greater  misunderstand* 
ing,  perplexity,  and  divisions  in  the  Christian 
^orld,  than  particular  passages  of  Holy  Scripture, 
taken  in  a  too  strict  and  literal  sense,  without  any  re* 
gard  to  the  peculiar  modes  of  thinking,  and  terms  of 
expression,  which  at  that  time  prevailed.  Our  Blessed 
Saviour  and  his  Apostles  accommodated  their  lan- 
guage to  the  general  apprehensions  of  mankind^  though 
founded,  perhaps,  upon  popular  prejudice,  or  the 
vague  appearance  of  things.  They  were  not  com- 
missioned to  instruct  us  in  the  polite  arts,  to  correct 
our  errors  in  science,  or  furnish  us  with  true  systems 
of  Philosophy  : — No !  but  to  regulate  our  wills,  to 
amend  our  hearts,  and  to  teach  us  that  wisdpm  which 

♦  Dr.  Scott. 
Vol.  III.  G  g  *  will 
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vill  make  us  *'  wise  unto  Salvation."  Upon  this  ac^ 
count  it  is  remarkable,  that  they  never  interfered^ 
during  the  whole  course  of  their  MiniiJiry,  in  cxolain* 
ing  the  physical  Causes  and  Effects  of  things  :  and  in* 
deed  it  was  not  necessary  that  they  should;  for  the 
great  Author  of  N^iufc  having  expanded  before  us  the 
feir  volume  of  the  Creation,  a«d  impressed  upon  the 
mind  o^  nian  an  insatiable  thirst  alter  knowlegc^ 
which  would  keep  him  constantly  in  action,  and  lead 
him  by  degrees- from  one  tjuih  to  another,-  there  was 
no  occasion  for  an  extraordinary  Revelation  to  correct 
any  of  his  miMUkes  or  wanderings  :  nay,  a  Revelation*' 
of  ihis^  kind  would  have  been  not  unnecessary  only, 
but  highly  prejiudicial  to  our  happrness;  as  it  would 
have  destroyed  that  inquisitive  disposition,  which  is-* 
the  main  sprttig  whereby  we  arc  actuated  ;  and  have 
reduced  us  to  a«  state  oi  listless  indolence,,  and  worse 
than  monkish  5Upinenes«.  Our  Saviour^  therefore,^ 
tndhis' Apostles,  never  attempted*  to  instruct  manki|id 
in  matters  of  this  nature,  but  adapted  their  language^ 
in*  points  to  which  their  commissiori  did  not  extend, 
to  the  reeeived  notjons  ai)d  common  opinions  of  the 
world. 

Now,  amongst  these^  one  of  the  most  ^nera),  and 
at  the  same  time  most  extraordinary,  was  the  Belief 
of  2>EMotNiACAL  possessTous,  which  had  its  origin  and 
birth,  in  the  East;  was  nur^led  and  cherished  by  the 
Greek*  and  Romans;  and  in  this  western  world,  hav- 
ing been  fostered  in  the  kindred  breast  of  Papacy, 
grew  u>  such  a  inonstrous  and  gigant^j  size,  that  it 
held  mankind  in  awe  and  astonishment.  I  should  be 
ashamed  to  enumerate  the  scandalous  frauds  and  sotci.vh* 
superstitions  which  tlii^  ba»  occasioned  >  the  whole 
^  trade 


Digitized  by 


Google 


For  a  Lunatic  Asylum.  451 

trade  of  Exorcisms,  accompanied  with  all  the  mockery 
and  mummery  of  frantic  and  fanatic  agitations  (prac- 
tised for  so  many  ages  with  such  success  and  profit  in 
the  Romish  Church)  having  arisen  from  hence.  Td 
what  a  monstrous  pitch  they  carried  their  impositions 
upon  the  understanding  and  credulity  of  mankind,  wc 
may  collect  from  this  circumstance,  that  they  per- 
formed their  solemn  conjurations  upon  the  vilest  and 
most  contemptible  Reptiles;  they  read  their  sacred 
service  of  Holy  Exorcisms  over  Rats  and  Mice.  In- 
deed, for  some  time  after  the  Reformation,  when  we 
began  to  en>erge  from  that  worse  than  Egyptian  dark- 
ness, which  for  so  many  centuries  had  overspread  all 
Christendom,  the  belief  of  this  doctrine  gave  occasiort 
to  endless  Superstitions  and  Absurdities.  Fascinatiort 
and  Witchcraft  were  a  capital  article  of  Religion: 
Priests  were  convened  to  drive  out  Devils  from  those 
who  were  said  to  be  possessed ;  and  Courts  of  Justice, 
composed  of  Magistrates,  who  ought  to  have  bad  mord 
understanding  than  the  vulgar,  were  employed  in  try- 
ing Sorcerers  and  Witches,  who  were  found  gnilty 
sometimes  upon  their  own  distracted  confessions,  and 
at  others  upon  the  pretended  evidence  of  the  Devib 
themselves.  But,  blessed  be  God  for  continuing  to 
enlighten  our  mtnds  still  fiirther,  such  debasing  super- 
stiuons  as  these  are  all  over ;  and  the  stories  of  Witch- 
craft, Sorceries,  Possession^,  and  Exorcisms,  are  now 
regarded  only  as  idle  talcs,  the  wicked  inventions  of 
Fraud,  or  the  harmless  visions  of  Credulity  ! 

Nor  does  the  reality  of  those  possessions,  which  are 

recorded  in  Holy  Scripture,  rest  upon  so  secure  and 

firm  a  basis,  as  the  advocates  for  this  system  pretend 

10  establish.     I  have  not  time  to  enter  into  a  full  dts- 
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cussion  of  all  the  arguments  which  they  produce'  m» 
support  of  their  doctrine^  and  shall,  therefore,  select 
only  one  or  two,  which  seem  to  be  the  key-stone,  as  it 
wer^e,  that  supports  all  their  reasoning* 

I.  And  the  first  is.  That  the  persons  represented  iiv 
Scripture  as  Demoniacs,,  did  constantly  speak  of  ihcfli-' 
selves^and  act  in  such  a  manner,  as  if  they  were  really 
possessed.     Nor  is  this  al  all  wonderfuJ :  for  having- 
been  educated  in  the  common  belief  that  persons  af* 
(lioted  with  particular  dijsorders,  with  Madness^  for 
instance^  and  Epilepsy,  •  were  under  the  agency  of 
Pemops>  being  firmly  persuaded,   in  the  vigor  of 
health  and  reason,  of  the  reality  of  such  possessions,: 
it  IS  natural  enough  that,  shattered  as  they  were  in^ 
mind  and  body,  they  should  still  maintain  their  fa-* 
vorite  delusion.     It  is  the  distinguishing  character  oi 
Madness,. to  reason,  right  upon,  wrong  principles :  and 
the  firm  belief  of  Possessions  being  at  that  time  a  pr4n* 
ciple  universally  adopted,,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the 
unhappy  objecu  did  not  only  reason  and  act  as  if  they 
were  really  possessed,  but  even  sometimes  personate 
the  Demon,  by  whom  they  supposcdahemselves  to  be 
inhabited^ 

2.  The  second  Argument  is  drawn*  from  the  lan- 
guage made  use  of  by  Christ  and  his  Apostles,  in 
speaking  of  these  Demoniacs.  And  here  let  it  be  ob* 
served^  that  the  doctrine  of  Possessions  having  been 
generally  received  in  the  world,  long  before  the  coming 
of  our  Blessed  Saviour,  He  was  obliged' either  to  adopt 
the  accu^stomed  modes  of  speaking  upon  this  subject^ 
or  He  must  have  formed  a  new  system,  and  a  new  Ian* 
gijage  concerning  it.  But  a  new  system  would  not 
Mave  been  readily  received^ where  the  comoion  opinions 
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vere  sostiibbtrn  and  inveterate  J  and  consequently  a 
'new  language  would  have  been  obscure  and  unintelli- 
gible. Besides,  Christ  did  not  come  into  the  world, , 
as  1  have  intimated  before,  to  give  as  new  ^sterns  of 
Physics  or  Philosophy,  which  are  fit  subjects  for  the 
mind  of  man  to  exercise  itself  upon ;  and  therefore  he 
vas  under  the  necessity  of  adopting  the  common  lan*» 
guage,  though  founded  on  opinions  manifestly  errone- 
ous. 

It  was  frequent  with  the  sacred  writers,  ^nd  even  our 
Saviour  himself,  to  speak  on  many  subjects  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  vulgar,  rhough  known  and  acknowleged 
to  bavei)ecn  grounded, originally,  on  a  false  Philosophy. 
But  then  this  language  was,dways,wdl  adapted  to  ex- 
press iht  appearances  of  things  f  and  was  particularly  so 
in  the  case  of  these  Demoniacs  i  the  symptoms  of  whose 
disorders,  and  their  cure,  cotJld  not  haveteen  described 
^inore  powerfdly  and  exactly.  A  general  declaration 
of  their  insanity  would  not  have  given  us  ihat  precise 
and  clear  idea  of  their  respective  cases  whicli  we  now 
entertain,  when  we  read  of  one  that  he  had  "  ati  un- 
"  clean  spirit;"  of  another,  t^lat1le  had  **  a  dumb  and 
*'  deaf  spirits"  of  a  third,  (hat  "  rfie  had  seven  Devils;** 
and  of  the  Demoniac  in  t^e  text,  (hat  *'  his  name  was 
^  Legion,"  because  ^  they  were  many." 

If  we  consider,  attentively,  the  behavior  off  tWs  de- 
plorable object,  as  recorded  by  tbe  Evangelists,  we 
shall  perceive  that  there  are  no  signs  of  extraordinary 
sagacity,  such  as  made  the  agency  of  a  Spirit  of  CC'* 
lestial  origin;  nay,  that  every  thing  he  says  and  does 
k  absurd,  contradictory,  and  preposterous  under  «uch 
a  supposition.  On  the  other  hand,  if  we  regard  hingi 
MB^  mere  Madman,  under  the  popular  deluiiowofbis 
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being  possessed,  his  whole  conduct  is  painted  by  the 
hand  of  a  master,  and  presents  us  with  one  of  the 
liveliest,  and  most  striking,  pictures  of  insanity.  He 
bad  heard,  no  doubt,  of  the  fame  of  Jesus  for  casting 
out  Devils;  and  perceiving  a  company  at  a  distance, 
be  ran  in  a  violent  paroxysm  of  his  disorder  to  assault 
th^m,  being,  as  we  are  told,  '*  exceeding  fierce,  so 
*'  that  no  man  might  pass  by  that  way."  But  Jesus, 
-who  was  at  the  head  of  them,  having  rebuked  him,  he 
cried  out,  and  fell  down  before  Him,  and  said,  ♦*  What 
^'  have  I  to  do  with  thee,  Jesus,  thou  Son  of  the  most 
<'  high  God  ?"  Persuaded  that  he  was  an  evil  Demon, 
or  at  least  under  such  an  agency,  he  felc  a  dread  of 
Christ'^  power,  and  adjures  Him  "  not  to  torment 
*^  him  before  the  time;"  that  is,  the  time  appointed 
for  the  punishment  of  wicked  spirits,  who,  as  St.  Jude 
informs  us,  are  reserved  in  "  chains  under  darkness 
**  to  the  judgment  of  the  great  day."  Then  rambling 
to  another  idea  created  by  insanity,  he  beseeches  Him 
that  He  would  not  ^^  command  them  to  go  out  into  the 
**  deep."  Our  Blessed  Master,  to  give  His  followers 
an  opportunity  of  observing  the  height  of  this  poor 
creature*s  distraction,  aiid  at  the  same  time  the  great* 
ness  of  His  own  power,  "  asks  him  his  naipe."  "  My 
name,"  says,  he,  *'  is  Legion,  because  we  are  many." 
What  a  wild,  preposterous  answer  was  this  ?  But  he 
spake  what  his  disorder  dictated,  and  confounded  him- 
self with  a  Legion  of  Devils,  under  whose  agency  be 
thought  himself  acting.  Just  at  this  instant,  as  his 
eyes  wandered  about,  he  perceived  at  some  distance  a 
herd  of  swine  feeding,  and  besought  Jesus  that  they 
might  enter  into  them;  a  request  not  unlikely  for  4 
Madman  to  make,  but  utterly  inconsistent  with  tb« 
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•i^atiity  of  an  intelligent  Spirit,  who  \ikA  jiisi  bfefbtC 
•expressed  a  drtad  of  perishing,  ind  Wbuld  hav^  fort- 
-ieen,  no  doeibt^  the  cohsequenc^^  of  such  a  disnaission* 
Tbii  request  6ur  Saviour  fli6ugfit  proper  lo  grant  • 
and  ^he  Madness  left^the  ifian,  and  entered  into  fhe? 
^wint,  ivhe  **  rart  violently  down  a  fiteep  phct  iht* 
'th^  sea,  and  perished."  The  destruction  of  the  sWintf 
might  be  itnended,  perhaps,  as  a  |)uniihment  to  ih6 
owners  tot  polluting  themselves  wfth  such  a  sordirf 
rAierchandke.;  and  at  the  saifte  time  served  to  asciertaia 
ihe  locality,  atid  spread  thfe  fame  6f  th6  miracte  ihaid 
^as  wrought  upon  the  Demoniac. 

frofrti  the  whole  survey  of -thi^  transactioti,  whicH 
*as  been,  strongly,  insisted  upon  by  the  favorers  of  th^ 
iJeihoniic  system,  it  appears,  eicarly,  that  th*6  man  wai 
furious  and  distracted ;  but  that  hef  was  rialTy  possessed 
•by  Bevils  is  a  doctrine  dnv^loped  with  diflitulties  m^ 
.^plitiable. 

Possession,  in  the  earliest  tS^m^s,  inSp/Red  ^nWn?ty— i 
it  implied  the  Effedt  as  well  sis  the  apprehended' Ciuse'. 
Indeed  the  Ancients  did  liot;  in'  rhii  Ca^e,  tr^u^  from 
'Ch<i  Cause  to  the  jtffect;  but  ^atheV  fr6m  the  JE^^ct  to 
•the  Caus6 :  when  they  perceived  <:^rtain  ai:)pearance« 
and  symptoms,  which  they  could  not  accou'nt  for  on 
•rationall  principled,  noir  Crac6  from  natural  causes  . 
*»— and  their  knowlege  df  the  physical  Causes  and  Ef- 
fects of  things  v^as  very  narrow  a^d  confined,.— they 
,had  recourse  immediately  to  stipernatural  agency,  and 
ascribed  them  to  possession.  But  .they  would  not  have 
xlone  this,  if  they  had  had  that  irttimate  knowlege  of 
•the  structure  and  ccconoihy^of  the  human  body^  whkh 
h  tht  gloiy  and*  happiness  of  the  present  age.  They 
4fctould  theti  bave  perctivecf  that  there  is  jia  disease 
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vith  which  this  frail  and  feverish  Being  can^  possibly,  he 
tormented,  no  disease,  I  say,  so  Wonderful  in  its  ap- 
pearances, and  horrible  in  its  effects,  but  ic  may  be 
accounted  for  from  bodily  indisposition.  But  if  God 
can  inflict  every  species  of  majady  upon  mankind  by 
natural  causes,  how  irrational  is  it  to  suppose  that  He 
should  employ  supernatural  means,  much  more  that 
He  should  put  it  in  the  power  of  wicked  andmalignant 
Spirits  to  torture  us  at  their  wanton  picture? 

Nor  does  this  Antidemoniac  doctrine,  as  some  have 
unfairly  suggested,  degrade  the  power,  or  disparage  the 
miracles  of  Christ.  The  cures  Which  He  performed 
on  these  miserable  wretches,  supposing  them  to  have 
been  MadiQen  only,  were  so  unexpected  and  asto- 
nishing, so  palpably  marked  by  th^  finger  of  God^ 
that  they  will  flash  conviction  in  the  face  of  the  most 
hardened  infidel.  Wha(  a  stupendous  exertion  of  di* 
vine  power  must  it  be,  to  cure  in  an  instant  every 
species  of  confirmed  and  inveterate  Madness  by  a 
single  word  ?  The  celebrated  fiat  of  the  Deity,  "  Let 
*'  there  be  light,  and  there  was  Ijght,"  is  not  iporc  de- 
monstrative of  Omnipotence,  than  by  speaking  to  re- 
sume the  understanding  long  darkened  by  disease,  and 
extinguished  by  insanity !  Reason  is  the  light  of  the 
soul — put  out  the  light,  and  then— ah  |  Christians, 
how  difficult,  how  impossible  )n  many  cases,  for  all 
the  art  of  man  to  restore  its  pristine  brightness!  But 
our  Saviour  did  it  with  a  word,  with  a  look — what- 
ever the  species  of  Madness  was,  he  dispersed  it  in  an 
instant.  Whether  the  surly  Spirit  Mplancholy  hac) 
seized  a  poor  wretch,  and  drawn  him  far  from  the 
chearful  haunts  of  men,  to  tombs  and  sepulchres,  the 
silent,  sequestered,  sombrous  receptacles  of  the  dead; 
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'v^or  franiic  and  furious,  no  chains  could  bold  him,  no 
fetters  bind  him ;  but  he  burst  them  asunder^  and  fell, 
Sierpely^  upon  every  thing  that  came  in  his  way ; — in 
both  cases  he  was  an  object  of  our  Saviour's  power 
and  xrompassion^  and  a  single  word  could  make  him 
whole  ] 

It  was  these  miracles,  that,  above  all  others,  con^^^ 
vjnced  mankind  of  the  Divinity  of  our  Saviour^s 
commission^  as  well  as  of  the  benevolence  and  phi* 
lanthropy  of  His  nature.  Nothing,  indeed,  could 
equal  His  power,  except  His  goodness,  in  thus  rc« 
Ueving  the  most  helpless,  forlorn^  and  miserable  part 
pf  the  creajtion.  AH  other  calamities  of  life,  such  ai 
the  lo$s  pf  friends,  fortune,  and  health,  are  trifling 
and  insignificant  eyilso  compared  with  the  loss  of 
Reason;  that  boso^i  friend,  which  assuages  all  our 
woes,  and  doubles  all  our  pleasures ;  that  ^^  pearl  of 
f^  great  price;"  which  is  more  inestimable  than  the 
treasures  of  both  Indies;  that  heahh  of  (he  soul^ 
which  can  alpne  give  us  the  earnest  and  foretaste  of 
immortality.  In  many  of  the  (:ommon  afBictions  of 
this  world,  we  can^  sometimes,  avoid  distressing  per* 
peptions,  by  turning  away  frojp  those  objects  that  ex* 
cite  them.  But  tbjs  i$  not  in  the  power  of  a  Mad- 
pan — for  let  him  go  whither  he  wjU,  he  carries  his 
delusive  perceptions  along  with  him — horrible  sha- 
dows and  idea)  mockery  %\\\\  pursqe  \i\%  foptsteps-r-he 
hears  distinct  sounds,  where  there  is  a  profound  silence 
to  other  pien — he  sees  objects,  the  daggers  of  the 
piind,  where  we  can  see  nothing — he  bends  his  eye  on 
vacancy,  and  holds  conversation  with  the  viewless  air ; 
^d  though  all  this  be  tl^e  coinage  pf  his  own  brain^ 
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yti  is  h6  Ai  thoroughly  coiivincid  that  it  M  n6t  hi*  <*wn 
invention,  a^  we  ourselves  ii^e,  that  what  we  hear,  and 
see,  and  converge  with,  is  a  xtsXity^  atid  no  contrivance 
JOT  imagination  of  oar  own. 

Again;  if  we  view  the  poor  Lunatic  iti  anothet^ 
light,  we  shall  perceive  that  of  all  men  he  is  most 
inisefaUe,  and  'Oiost  worthy  of  tompassion ;  though 
formed  by  nature  for  the  comforts  of  a  Social  Kfe,  ht 
alone  is  a  hapless  unit,  a  forlorn  individual.  He 
stands  in  the  world  like  a  cock  in  the  midst  of  the  vait 
Atlantic,  the  dread  and  terror  of  those  who  approach 
bim,  ai^  exposed  to  the  fiiry  of  bis  own  wild  and 
tempestuous  pa^s^ions.  Out  off  from  all  iht  telaiions 
^nd  charities  of  life,  he  is  dead  to  the  ](Tfz  of  friend- 
^ip,  the  soft  endearments  of  conjugal  tendemess(^ 
die  inexpressible  heart-felt  yeartrfngs  of  paternal  af- 
ftction,  and  eviry  other  gentle  sympathy  which  God 
ha^  graciously^  ordained  to  make  our  journ^  through 
4tAi  vale  of  tears  less  wearisome  and  painful.  In  short, 
Ii^s^iiity  is  the  parent  of  dismal  thou^ts,  distracting 
icrrors,  and  horrible  ^ppatritions;  whitch  not  only  rob 
(he  soiil  of  the  sweetest  comforts,  and  most  endearing 
^onui^ons  of  human  life;  but  render  it  also  incapable 
of  those  purer  and  sublime  pkasuiTes,  which  arise  frooi 
k  pursuit  of  lcnowlegc,.an  investigation  of  truiB,  the 
^4:udyof  Religion,  a  co^nmunion  with  God  and  Christ, 
anda  stedfast  assurance  of  a  glorious  atid  blessed  im- 
itaortality. 

Surely  die  divine  f^hilatrthropist,  who  went  about 
dding  good,  could  riot  select  fitter  objects  of  His 
power  and  eompassioil  than  these ;  nor  can  we  beudr 
iWitate  His  example  than  by  prombting  the  institu- 
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<ion,  for  which  I  am  here  an  advocate;  an  institotioQ 
founded,  entirely,  for  ihe  relief  of  these  afflicted,  pithK 
ble  wretches* 

Madness  has  been  well  cfistinguished  by  an  able  phy- 
sician *,  into  two  sorts,  original  and  consequential s 
the  former,  perhaps,  is  seldom  entirely  cured;  but  the 
latter  which  arises  from  accidental  causes,  from  a 
sudden  translation,  for  instaBce,  of  any  acrid  humor 
from  the  surface  of  the  body  to  the  nerves,  from  imt- 
laoderate  drinking,  from  fevers,  from  the  violence  of 
passions,  such  as  the  exorbitancy  of  love  and  joy, 
the  impetuosity  of  grief  and  rage,  or  the  extravagance 
of  fear  and  terror^  will  generally  yield,  like  any  dftier 
chronical  disorders,  to  proper  medical  treatments 
fiat  the  misfortune  is,  that  in  many  places  assistance 
of  this  kind  is  neither  so  imniediate  as  fO  Am 
much  good,  nor  so  cheap  and  moderate,  as  to  life 
within  the  reach  of  persons  in  a  low,  or  ev^n  middling 
situation  of  life.  Thousands  of  useful  members  have 
been  lost  to  society,  by  having  been  consigned  over  to 
parish  Workhouses ;  and,  as  to  private  Madhouses^  k 
is  matter  of  infamous  notoriety,  that  they  are,  gene* 
rally,  conducted  by  persons  who  have  no  medical  abilP- 
lies  at  all  ;  or,  if  they  are  possessed  of  a  small  sittam 
tering  of  physic,  the  cure  of  the  miserable  patient  ii 
too  often  protracted  to  an  enormous  length  for  tbt 
private  emolument  of  the  mercenary  keeper,  Tbesfc 
mischiefs  are,  effectually,  remedied  by  the  Ldmati^ 
Asylum,  for  which  I  am  now  speaking;  an  Asyludi 
under  the  direction  of  men  of  principles  and  honor; 
^d  so  carefully  and  constantly  vi^itisd  by  physicbsmi 

•  Dr.  Beofltie^  .    . 
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4vhose  skill  and  integrity  in  their  profession  can  of^ 
j»e  equalled  by  their  humantty  and  disinterestedness; 

I  shall  not  pay  so  bad  a  compliment  to  the  charitable 
ieelings  of  this  Audience,  as  to  make  use  of  the  high* 
<olouring  of  rhetoric  to  move  their  compassion.  I 
^hall  not  wound  their  ears  with  the  wild  ravings  of 
^outrageous  frenzy^  gnashing  his  teeth,  tearing  his  hair, 
threatening  xlestructj on  to  those  who  approach  him,  and 
xeady,  through  excess  of  anguish,  to  lay  violent  hands 
on  himself:  nor  shall  I  dip  my  pencil  in  ^haiileep  black 
fDelancholy4)  with  which  sooie  wretched  souls  are  be* 
•smeared,  and  paint  a  group  of  miserable  objects,  silenc 
and  sullen^  wraj^t  up  in  a  profound  trance,  in  a  letbar^ 
^ic  stupor,  with  cheir^yes  epe«,  £tnd  their  senses  shut: 
^*No !  let  us  turn  aside  from  these  mins  of  Reason— 
iet  us  throw  a  veil  ^Qver  such  humiUatios,  as  human 
nature  must  shudder  to  behold,  and  reflect  a  moment 
<o  whom  it  is  that  we  ourselves  are  indebted  for 
all  the  blessings  we  enjoy^  and  for  .that  especially, 
^hich  is  xhe  greatest  of  all  others,  the  blessing  of 
a  sound  mind :  To  whom  but  to  the  gracious  Author 
and  Preserver  of  our  frame,  does  the  subtlest  Poliei* 
cian,  the  deepest  Philosopher,  and  the  soundest  Di« 
vine;  to  whom  does  the  man  of  the  quickest  sen«> 
^ibility,  the  brightest  imagination,  the  strongest  judg* 
ment  owejt,  that  he  was  not  bom  an  Idiot,  or  that  he  is 
not  ^ow  among  the  number  of  those  whom  Pas* 
fiion  or  Disease  has  deprived  of  Reason  ?  How  ought 
we  4hcn  to  embrace  tvtxy  opportunity  of  expressing 
our  gratitude  to  the  Author  and  Giver  of  z\\  good 
things^  who  has  bestowed  upon  us  sound  faculties 
and  continued  to  us  the  enjoyment  of  them  unim* 
paired  and  perfect?    fiut  what  better  method  can 
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vc  possibly  use,  to  testify  the  grateful  sense  we  have  of 
His  goodness, than  toaileviate  the  sufferings  ofthese  af-^ 
fticted  wretches,  laborif)g  under  the  most  dreadful  oF 
all  visiution^,   '*the  arrows  of  tht  Almighty  drinking 
•*  up  their  spirits  ?*'     Can  we  do  any  thing  more  ac- 
ceptable to  the  greait  God  of  Nature,  than  (o  exert  the 
utmost  of  our  abilities  in  repairing  these  ruined  pieces- 
of  Nature,  the  flaws,  if  I  may  so  speak^  and  defbrmkjT 
9f  His  work  ;^-^ these  shattered  wrecks  of  Humanity ,- 
which  make  the  picture  of  life  so  distressing  and  dismal? 
Consider  ye,  who  at  this  instant  bask  yourselves  in  the 
lull  sunshine  of  Reason,  who  are  beloved  by  your  Re- 
latives^ esteemed  by  your  Friends,  and  caressed  by  your 
Acquaintance ;  who  can  provide,  by  honest  industry, 
all  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  for  your  de<« 
pendent  families;  or,  if  Providence  has  blessed  you  with 
a  competent  fortune,  can  en>ploy  your  leisure  in  ele- 
gant amusements,  or  improving  studies ; — consider,  ye 
that  arc  so  highly  favored,  how  ^  fearfully  and  won* 
♦*  derfully  ye  are  made  T'  that  the  slightest  accident, 
ivhicb  ye  could  neither  foresee  nor  prevent,  may  rob 
you  in  an  instant  of  all  these  blessings  f  may  ^  bind 
♦*  you  in   chains  of  darkness,*'  and   overcast  your 
•*  Reason  with   the  black  veil  of  forgetfulness !"— * 
should  ye  be   thus  "  exiled,"  as  it  were,  from  ths 
♦*  eternal  Providence,"  need  I  describe  the  fears,  the 
tumults,  the- terrors  of  your  souls;— -what  monstrous- 
phantoms^  and  horrible  apparitions  would  visit  your 
waking  slumbers,  making  this  night  of  Reason  hideous 
and  intolerable  ?     No  \ — kt  me  rather  remind  you  of 
the  sweet  delight,  the  transporting  pleasure  you  would 
feel,  in  being  restored  to  the  use  of  Reason  ;  restored  to 
your  country,  your  friends,,  your  families,  and  your- 
selves ! 
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selves  I-s-And  can  y6  refuse  your  utmost  endeavors 
to  refcue  a  number  of  your  poor  Brethren  from  the 
same  deplorable  wretchedness  which  ye  so  sincerely- 
dread  and  deprecate  ^  Can  ye  refuse  your  liberal  as- 
sistance lo  this  benevolent  and  noble  Charity  for  which 
I  am  now  speaking;  a  Chafity  that  ministers  to  a  mind 
dtseasedythat  is  cakulated  to  wipe  off  ail  sears  from  the 
^e  of  Anguisb>  and  to  raze  out  those  images  of  Hor- 
ror,  which  are  deep  engraved  on  the  tables  of  a  dark 
and  distempered  Fancy  ?  No^  Christians ! — I  am 
^rsuaded  better  and  kinder  things  of  you  :-^I  any 
persuaded  that  ye  have  a  feeling  sense  of  the  high  value 
of  your  own  understandings^  and  will  express  it  hi  a 
proper  mamier>  by  making  a  rigbi  use  of  theiB,  by  coo^ 
tributing  to  the  relief  of  those  who,,  unfortunately^  are 
^pvived  of  theirs. — Need  I  add  too,  I  am  persoadedl 
that  ye  have  a  tender  regard  for  the  honor  of  your 
City  ^,  and  that  yc  will,  gladly,  promote  an  InstitBtioo^ 
which  is  one  of  the  greatest  blessings  and  ornaments  of 
it  ? — May  the  great  God  of  Heaven,  the  Father  of  all 
Mercies^  who  sent  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  '^  to  seek  ajMi 
^  to  save  that  which  was  lost,"  graciously  accept  of 
what  ye  bestow,  and  sanctify  it  to  the  recovery  of  these 
forlorn  wretches,  and  to  the  salvation  of  your  immortal 
jouls ! 

*  Pleached  at  York>  March  %^  1780* 


SERMON 


Digitized  by 


Google 


C  4€i  1 


SERMON    XXXIX^ 


(fN  PSALMODY. 
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Singuntd  fBe  Lord  all  the  Earthy  shew  forth  from  day  f^ 
day  its  Sahatiou. 

SUCH  19  Ae  const! tfition  of  our  nature,  tba^  itk 
the  varying  seenes  of  life  whkrh  wc  survey,  ancf 
ki  the  several  parts  which  we  are  appotnted  to  act  f 
whether  the  mind  be  afflicted  wiA  distress^  or  trans* 
ported  with  delight ;  whether  it  be  drooping  under  the 
pressure  of  calamity,  or  enlivened  by  the  enjoyment 
Qf  pleasure,  we  are  led,  by  an  instinctive  propensity,  ta 
express  the  strength  of  our  feeKngs,  and  the  animatioii' 
of  our  souls,  in  song.  Every  account,  which,  in 
these  days  of  enterprize,  and  discovery,  we  receive 
of  Bsan  in  his  natural,  and  savage,  state,  concurs  in  re-^ 
presenting  him,  as  lifting  up  his  voice,  and  exalting  hi» 
affections,  on  occasions  of  extraordinary  emotions, 
10  his  imaginary  deities,  in  artless  strains,  accompanied 
sometimes^  with  correspondent  mu»c,  proclaiming  their 

*  YiudmL  at  Stw  Jo)m^t|  WdicfisVI^  for  \hm  benefit  of  the 
Choir^  I)cc«  tMi,  179S.:  mrtir  hdm  prtiiccdJa>wilos|o. 
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power,  and  supplicating  their  superintendence^  a^cffb^ 
ing  to  them  the  defeat  of  enemies,  the  honor  of  victoi'y^ 
the  blessings  of  preservation. 

If  we  look  iftftd  the  Wstory,  arid  ddnsult  the  writ- 
ings, of  itiien  who  lived  long  before  us ;  if,  in  pandcu* 
lar,  we  turn  our  eyes  to  the  pages  which  record  the 
transactions  of  the  most  civilized  and  lettered  countries 
of  former  periods,  and  to  the  productions  of  the 
most  celebrated  writers^  which,  in  the  lapse  of 
thne,  and  the  destruction  of  empires,  have,  happily^ 
been  preserved,  from  the  general  devastation  of  revo- 
lutions, and  the  ravages  of  the  destroying  worm ;  we 
find  hymns  addressed  to  their  gods,  which,  at  onee^  dis^* 
cover  the  most  brilliant  imagination,  and  the  most 
exquisite  taste,  exerted  in  acknowleging  their  supposed 
£avors,  deprecating  their  imagined  wrath,  and  imptoriiig 
the  continuance,  or  renewal,  of  their  imputed  be- 
nefits. 

If,  again^  we  k>ok  at  other  nations  of  the  earth-^ 
people  out  of  the  reach  of  literature  anfd  science*-*unci- 
vilised,  disunited;  we  perceive,  even  here,  soHiethiog 
of  this  same  turn  to  poetic  strains  in  singing  to  the 
honor,  and  invoking  the  protection^  of  their  deities — » 
less  refined,  indeed,  yet  such  as  nature  dictates,  and 
judgment  approves.  Now,  although  these  several 
hymns,  the  productions  of  diflferent  ages,  were  com* 
posed  under  such  different,  and  discordant,  circum* 
stances  of  climate,  society,  natural  and  acquired  abili- 
ties; although  some  are  distinguished  by  the  applica- 
tion of  learning  and  genius;  whilst  others,  unpo- 
lished, and  uncouth, .  derive  their  chief  excellence 
from  their  simple  arrangement,  and  appropriate  images; 
yet  they  posses   the.  same  merit  of  conveying  the 
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^oine  ^Ungn  oFtbe  hainan  mind.  Thus,  whether 
a  people  be  learned  or  ignorant^  culdvaled  or  savage^ 
they,  invariably,  celebrate  deliverance  from  danger, 
victory  over  foes^  Faneral  solemnities,  joyful  events, 
feltgtous  ceremonies,  vrith  the  powers  of  voice,  and 
with  instruments  of  music.  Be  it  that  sympathetic: 
affections  are,  by  these  means,  more  easily  exdted, 
and  that  the  same  spirit,'  vbether  of  marml  ardor^  of 
triumphant  exukttlbn,  of  spiritual  devotion,  is  more 
naturally  cdmmiimcaced ;  tlie^mjncti  in  every  age,  in 
every  dime,  under  every  gofirernmcm,  dictates  alike 
CO  ail  ihe^nie  modeof  jnteriitg^fts  (Domplaincs,  of  ex^ 
pressing  its  acknowlegemcnur^  of  celebiiating  its  reli« 
gion..  ,    t 

' '  But  VcT  may  go  back  to  still  earlier  periods^  and 
more  autketotic  tes'timdny,  where  we  shall  receive  a 
confirmatioif  of  what  haih  been  advanced ;  and  where 
we  shall  also  see,  unckr  a  divine  dispensation,  thenar 
tural  tendency  men  have  to  give  vent  to  their  feelirigsi 
in  loud  acclamations  of  song,  and  the  assistant  accom- 
panynients  of  instrumentttl  miisic 

When  Moses,  and  the  children  of  Israel  were  jour« 
oeying  by  the  way  of  the  Red  Sea,  after  sbey  came  out 
of  £g]rp^  ^having  no  water  for  themselves,  or  for 
V  their  cattle;"  when  they  came  to  the  well  at  Beer^ , 
^  the  I^rd  spake  unto  Moses,  Gather  the  people  to* 
^  gether,  .and  I  will  give  them  water;  then  Israel— « 
<^  their  mouths  filled  with  laughter,  and  their  hearts 
^^  with  joy — sang  this  song.  Spring  iip,  O  well ;  sing 
^^  ye  unto  it.  The  princes  digged  the  Mrell ;  the  nok 
< '  hk^  of  the  people  digged  it/' 

AAer  die  diiliken  of  Israel  had  done  .evil  in  the 
si^  of  die  Lord,  and  proVoked  Htm  to  sell  them 

Vou  HI.  H  h  into 
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inu?.  tbe  ba^  of  tHf  kMft  of  CiMim  d^  ctff^ 
yrito  ibe.Lar4„t<>  dklivflr  Ump^  from  ibc  rad  of  ibc« 
(>l>pr<^ora.  Aii4  DclimaW  a^  propbctciti  mishft  b 
»Y^9  encouraged  ibf.  braetiMi  U>  rcvoli»  fud  to 
fbrov  off*  ibe  igoovunioiw  yokt^  Sbe.  potumcd  4 
glft«  Of  fiKuilcy^  of  coQiponug^  or^  rather*  of  uttecfa^ 
lUiprcnedtbit^  bymn^  ia  praise  of  tb^  DiviM  M*t 
jcsty^  wiitcbt  in  tbe  kuDgMagc  of  Soipfcum*  it  o&m 
^\fiA  prc^cyieg)  OMiijr  of  tbeFnlMii3f  Band  ia 
p|r^qular5  b^iog  (trojpbctk.  o£  tho  \ik^  deaib,  rarao* 
ioctiotyWtf}  asccAtton  oi  iPMit^  tbey.  vbamxe  «qM» 
nlcd)totbe!iprYtM6f  siqgiqg  tbtte  wkbhaipi^  "vidi 
psakeiics^  md;.l^uikttqriiit»dff  «nr^  io.dm^aKrod  wrii^ 
ing^i,  said  to  prophecy*  The  Almighty  having  dis* 
txmfif^  tbct whole boitof  C^nmni  ^  Sktars^  the  eap- 
t'  laio.of  ijbehotl,  fied  av3^  on  bis  f«t  to  the  teat 
«^.  of  Jaei*  ^he  wife: of  Udbdr^.  he  being  wflerjii.  eod 
1^  fan askep»  JaeLtook  a  nail^  ebdioa  hMttHet!  iik Imt 
f^band^  and  noeiity,  f^ly*  eeto  btie^  lM)d^MMee  tbe 
^  oetl  ittbo  404  temples,  end  &M«Q0d  it  iniDi  the 
<<  ground  >  so  he  diedi^-  Ddnofidi  eeeiposcdi  ^^tiqgt 
ascribing  ihb  yiciaiy.unto  the  li^td^  ^df  M  tiie  seme 
tiooe^  recoidU^  tbice^ipbitit^  |aeV>wbiehshe  swgpo 
that  dey^  wifch.fiarak.;  a  eoffipeei^bMf  wbttb,  ifvfliieiber 
vieyegacd  the  aiAiiJaiilyi.Qf  i^xboNj^c&A 
fol  stdftpbcity ;  of  the  expieMtotis^  etanAi  tmrlwdlbdi  and 
leaVea  genioA»  l^acqing^f  jii4gBi$|)t^  ta6(e>  aU  |esiii|sK 
kfttadoiirMite. 

.  Vr^klr:thc(  Jewi^  dispeqsatioii*  we.  are^  qpturallf* 
direeted  ;tk>  that:  blrs^  atia*  wl^ee  the  Redttmev  of 
the  world  left  thebosoih  oCbj«  Bathpr,  aad  tookiipoa 
Hiia. cor  flashy  ta  1< hec(MtaeiaJi|^  to  figfataa the 
«  Oemfles^  aadltaba  tkegfofcjrooCifau.jpeofjleisaiel^'' 
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Hit  adrent  vai»  aimouheed  to  ^tS^grds,  ^  fteepug 
**  wstch  over  thdr  (tocb  by  sight;"  hy  ait  Anfgdv  ac^ 
companied  with  ^*a  multitape  of  the.  heai^iriljr  bosr^ 
**  praising  God/*  and  'kinging  in  Jbeavqnly  aicraink-^ 
^^  Giory  io  God  in  the  bi^est^  aod  on  e^th  peate, 
^  good-will  towards  ikion.*'    .  ?. 

When  oar  Lord  had  institiited  the  holy  Sao^aibttntv 
being  aiaoUt  ^  to  offer  tiie  great  Saorifide  .which  wis 
^*  to  taKe  away  cht  MnS'  of  the  wbrld;  lie  sung  an 
?••  hyimh^idi:His  dfacipleg" — t^e'  usual;  by mn'^  it  ifllay 
be  supp66^d^  which  was  s(sng  in  the  nig^  of  the 
Pa^pver^^begimiing  .at  the  iijih^  and  ending  with 
die  1 1 8th  Psalm.  So  ttjati  praiise  in  singing,  psahns 
and  byinais,  being  ascribbd  uqtp  the  Aldughty^  pre- 
vi(>a»'td  the  entrance  o£the  Son  of  God  iatp  the  world, 
and  also  td  Hk*  dqwcu^e  out  «f  it,' we  ihay^  lefa^ 
soniMys  oondii|lev'  tbatc  '^^  yo  -niakr  ttteMdy  unto  tUe 
^'Lo^)^'^  i^Marsdciifioe  iucfepcable  iiiib  QqA^^kxiAi 
tbeiefdre^ihe'iildispeliial^^  '   i  ^^ 

In  tfae>Re^«btfoiifof  Set  jo&iiv  we'rea4>of  the  btal 
deftrubrion  of  ib<f  great  ctty>'Bai>yldn^  at^d  as  an  image 
of  its  desbbifibn,  Uie^^Frophet  decWes^  that  ^^.Ihef 
*^  voke  of  nmaiciana'shali  be:  He^rd  h^more  at  all  irt 

Tb§  Ptiophfiii  ifu^th^^  r^tosy  that  i  <r.  tte  J  voice  of 
^  nMdl|tecrpte  was  bfafiitinb^av^tvs^iftgf  Anehiia^ 
^  'Saftvitfmn  and  g<«^y^  a#){  honoir^  aild'po^er^  unio 
""^  ile'LoinlourGod.  And  agaiti  t4^  s^  AIMuifu; 
<^  attd^-teitnedtately' after  tha^i' Ae  wice.ofa  gwat 
*»•  DMActtud^,  as  the  vdide^of  many  waters,  and  as  the 
<^  voice  of  itnlghty  thuitdevings,  w^  heard  in  hearen^ 
*^  saying,  Allelal^  for  the  LonJ  God:  Omnipotent 
«  reigneth."    Allelnia,  synoninwuis  with  these  worfa 
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pf  the  Psalmbt,  ^^  Praise  the  Lord^  O  my  soul,  prafse 
^  the  Lord:*'  as  also  with  thes©— **  blessed  be  the 
5*  Lord  from  everlasting,  and  world  without  end,  and 
^<  let  all  the  people  say,  Amen." 
.  From  these  several  passages  it  may,  probably,  ap* 
pear,  that  it  is  natural  and  congenial  to  the  human 
mind  td  express  its  feelings  in  songs  and  hymns ;  and 
moreover,  that  to  raise  our  voices  to  the  praise  of  our 
Creator  and  Redeemer~^^to  sing  unto  the  Lord,  to 
**  shew  forth,  from  day  to  day,  his  Salvation"— is  not, 
snerely,  an  emblem  of  some  part  6f  the  employment  of 
the  Saints  and  Angds  in  heaven^  but  that  such  crni^oy- 
ment  is,  actually,  as^'gned  tbem. 

Now  that  p^abnody,  or  the  singing  of  psabns,  con- 
stituted a  part  of  the  public  service  of  the  Jews,  is 
^c^vious-firom  innumerable  passages  of  lu>ly  writ;  and 
diat,  from  the  time  of  David,  totbe  promulgfition  of 
(be  Gospfel,  the  book  of  psalms  or  hymns^  signifying 
praises  of  the  Lord,  was  daily  cbtumtitd.ibe  glory  of 
God,  is  as  obvious  to  the  most  superficial  attention. 

When  the  Jewish  sacrifices  were  aboKsbed  ^  by  the 
^  Offering  which  Christ  made  i^  Himself  once  for 
^  all,"  the  sacrifice  of  praise  alone  remaJned  as  die 
principal  service  of  the  Christian  Church ;;  several 
persons  being  insi^ired  ndt  only  to  pray  divinely,  but 
to  prophecy  also,  or  to  sing  psalms  and  hymos  of 
praise.  .  In  this  distinguished  part  of  devocjon  the 
Apostles  and  Elders  were  employ^;  and,  as  we  ^- 
cetve  from  many  texts  of  the  New  TettaiD^t, 
with  ibesr  voices,  were  those  of  the  whole  congregatioA 
united.  From  that  8ei;a,  through  succeeding  agts  to 
the  present  period,  where  the  service  is  conformable  to 
the  dictates  of  unprejudficed  reason^  and  conducive  to 
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the  interesb  of  genuine  picty^  to  sing  praises  unto 
God,  has,  always,   formed  an  essential   part  of  the 
worship  of  Christians.     The  Psalms  pf  David,  writ- 
ten with  the  pen  of  inspiration,  have,  for  that  reaso)i^ 
the  first,  and  the  highest,  claim  on  the  attention  of  a 
Christian  assembly.     They  are  a  portion  of  the  Scrip- 
tures  recommended  to  the  more  frequent  perusal  of 
every  man  **  who  names  the  name  of  Christ  ^"  they 
contain   the  terrors  of  wrath,  and  the  comforts  of 
Grace.     In  no  other  compositions,  whether  human  or 
divine,  are  5uch  appropriate  expressions  of  praise  to 
be  found.     To  which  may  be  added,  that  they  are 
applicable  to  every  situation  of  the  s6ul.    Is  the 
heart  troubled  with  the  recollection  of  the  sins  we  have 
committed,  and  are  we  solicitous  to  obtain  the  re- 
mission of  them?    We  pour  out  our  souls  unto  God 
in  the  words  of  the  holy  Psalmist,  ^<  Unto  thee,   O 
♦*  Lord^  will  I  lift  up  my  soul,  for  thou  art  the  God 
^^  of  my  Salvation.  ^  O  remember  not  the  sins  iind 
^'  offences  of  my  youths  but  according  to  thy  mercy,t 
^^  think  thou  upon  me,  O  Lord,  for  thy  goodness. 
^^  For  thy  name's  sake,  O  Lord,  be  merciful  unto 
**  my  sin,  for  it  is  great,"    Is  the  mind  depressed  by 
-anxiety,  and  overwhelmed  with  affliction  ?     We  are 
taught  to  put  our  trust  in  God ;  ^'  because  the  Lord 
^'  being  our  light  and  our  Salvation — what  shall  we 
^^  fear?  the   Lord  being   the  strength  of  our  life-— 
^^  of  what  shall  we  be  afraid  ?*'     Does  the  soul  expand 
with  thankfulness  for  the  mercies  vouchsafed  unto  us? 
We  breathe  out  expressions  of  gratitude,  in  the  sublime 
strains  of  Inspiration;  ^^  I  will  alway  give  thanks  unto 
^^  the  Lord,  His  praise  shall  ever  be  in  my  mouth. 
**  O  praise  the  Lord  with  me,  and  let  us  magnify  His 
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<<  name  together.  tTbou  hast  turntd  my  heaviiiMi 
1^  into  joy;  thou  hast  put  off*  my  sackcloth^  m^ 
^  girded  me  with  gMne^ ;  therefbxe  vili  I  sing  of 
.<«  thy  praise  mthoiit  ceasing—O  my  God,  I  w^ll  give 
•/  thanl^s  uoto  t^icc  for  ever."  Tbu^,  wh^ver  he  the 
^ffectipni  excited,  the  psalms  supply  n^  with  cong^oiaJ^ 
:^d  afiect^ngi  passages  in  >vtu9h  we  qin  e3y)re^ 
them^ 

Now^.  if  the^e  divine  coni positions  have  ^ch  it 
powerful  tendency  to  fill  the  soul  with  religious  emo- 
tions^  and  to  transpoit  it  with  e;(tatic  raptures ;  if  they 
infuse  into  it  holy  thoughts,  and  piou^  resolutions,^ 
«are)y  i(  is  dpsirable  that  they  should  receive  every 
pos$ibJe  advaiitage  from  elegance  of  diction,  and  me- 
lody Qf  versification.  In  earlier  time<,  when  the  laiir 
guage  qf  the  country  was  les^  p^ect,  the  tran^htion, 
pf  course,  wanted  many  of  the  essential  properties 
pf  metrical  coorpositions.  This  was  so  eyid^nt,  that  an 
attempt  has  been  made  hy  many,  vi^ho^  to  the  ardor  of 
pietyi  united  elegance  of  taste,  and  solidity  of  learii- 
iing,  to  produce  versons  of  the  saipred  hymns,  whicl^ 
night  hoth  please  the  ear,  and  elevate  the  n^indu 
J(^udafa|]e  was  the  motive,  and  in  npiany  in^^tancei^  qnA^ 
%o  a  certain  degree,  successful  the  a^empt :  but  it  i^ 
I  believe,  univer^lly  allowed,  that  the  versiqn  wbifh 
your  Choir  %  sanc^ooed  \fy  your  appro^batioO|  hat 

♦  The^^inifter  yciy  properly  applied  to  the  Archbi^uipofYoik 
lbrhisQ^ace;'s  permi^^iioa  to  use  Mer^ick'^  iratisUtion  of  theP^Ims, 
It  were  to  be  wished  that  every  Clergyman,  before  he  presumes  to 
introduce  hjrons  into  bi:^  Church,  sometlnies  injodiciously  chosen, 
and  totnetinies  manifestly  iroproper,  woiUd  shew 'to  much  itspeetand 
deference  to  the  opinion  and  directions  of  bis  Bioccsan^as  int  to 
fi4)uiabisconcuirenceaqd  approbaiioD.  ^ 
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ydopced)  m^  abundantly,  superior  to  every  oitieti 
both  in  harmony  of  numbers,  and  accuracy  of  trans* 
huoa.  The  traasIaUur  bash  adorned  it  wiiji  tbe  gracei 
of  jioelry,  and  the  editor.  pecooiQiended  it  by  the 
charms  ^of  mucic  Often  bath  -  it  occasioned  patnfi4 
reflections,  that  die  disaiminating  <^r  should  so  fre<« 
quently  be  woimdedt  and  the^ ious  cK^sposiUon  so  se-» 
verely  shocked,  by  the  extreqie  improfNriety  of  con^ 
tinuii^  in  our  Cbttrcb>  the  same  measures  and  har^-t 
nsony  throug^ut  a  musical  composition }  tbe  several 
parts  of  which  convey  a  different  sense,  and  produce^ 
in  consequence,  very  di&rent  emotions.  Of  the 
necessity,  however^  of  tntroducipig  improved  melody  s 
of  the  absurdity  of  applying  the  ^me  returning  notes,  I 
not  only  speak  with  diffidence,  being  ignorant  of  the 
principles  of  the  science ;  but  because  I  am  precluded 
from  expatiating  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  by  the 
very  judicious,  and  elaborate,  itiscourses*,  which  wei;^ 
first  delivered  from  this  place  for  your  edification,  and 
have  since  been  {published  (br  your  perusal 

That  piety  is  enlivened,  and  devotion  heighienedt 
by  welUselected  psalmody^  every  heart,  powerfully, 
feels,  and  every  tongue,  loudly,  proclaims.  I  may 
here  appeal  to  yourselves,  whether  you  do  not,  often,^ 
experifnce  sensations  of  pious  rapture,  and  devout 
ecsjtacy,  which  are,  by  moans  of  your  melodious 
Choir,  peculiar  to  the  aervice  of  this  holy  temple  ? 
If  then  your  piety  be  awakened,  and  your  aflSniuona 
enkindled,  by  the  eflforts  of  this  infant  esublishment^ 

«  See  occstiooal  Sennoni,  in  three  vdlvmet,  hj  the  late  Rer, 
RICHARD  MUNKHOUSE,  D.D.  the  very  worthy  Minister 
af  St.  J<rim't|  sod  tfterwards  Vicar  of  Wakefield* 
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what  ardor  of  devodbn  may  not  be  expected^  whes 
all  are  taught  to  '^  sing  praises  unto  God 'with  under* 
**  standing  ?••  When,  by  laudable  perseverance,  all 
shall  have  arrived  at  such  a  degree  of  excellence,  as,  inr 
the  several  parts  which  shall  be  assigned  tbetn,  ta 
vie  with  skilful  emulation,  and  execute  with  profes^ 
sional  taste?  When,  according  to  the  intended  ar-^ 
rangement,  some  shall  be  separated  from  the  body  of 
the  Choir,  and  so  placed  in  the  several  parts  of  the 
Church,  that  the  whble  congregation  may,  by  such 
judicioui  disposition,  be  induced^  and  by  such  general 
assistance  enabled,  to  ^^  lift  up  their  voice  in  singing  - 
*'  praises  unto  the  Lord?"  Would  God  that  such 
regulations,  in  this  very  affecting  mode  of  public  wor- 
ship, were  made  in  every  Church !  But  many  con« 
gregations  are,  through  a' variety  of  circumsunces^ 
unable  to  accomplish  so  interesting  a  work.  In  orders 
however,  to  render  psalmody  subservient  to  the  pur- 
poses of  moral,  and  religious>  improvement,  it  is, 
exceedingly,  to  be  wished,  that  it  should  be  periformed 
with  the  utmost  reverence ;  that  the  custom  which  now, 
so  generally  prevails,  in  the  Church  of  England  of 
sittittgj  during  this  part  of  the.  celebration  of  devo- 
tional exercise,  should  be  abolished;  and  that  the 
whole  assembly  should^  with  one  mind,  reverently, 
and  invariably,  STAND,  except  where  age  and  in- 
firmity demand  indulgence.  It  is  unnecessary  to  sug- 
,  gest  to  you,  that  men,  the  more  improved  they  are  in 
understanding,  the  greater  their  progress  in  civiliza- 
tion, and  the  higher  their  atuinments  in  refinement, 
will,  with  the  more  decorum,  and  solemnity,  and  rever- 
ence, uniformly,  conduct  themselves  in  every  act  of 
religious  service,  and  of  communion  with  their  Fither' 
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itid  their  God«  It  is  the  constant  practice  of  mskny 
parishes  in  a  northern  county)  for  the  entire  congte- 
gation— both  rich  and  poor-^-naien,  women>  arid  chil- 
dren— to  STAND,  during  this  solemn  part  of  worship/ 
with  the  book  of  psalmody  in  their  hands ;  arid  €very^ 
person,  of  both  sexes,  who  has  either  a  voice,  or  ear^ 
being  taught  a  few  elements  of  vocal  music — ^nay  even^ 
the  untaught  catch,  by  sympathy,  the  general  disposi-> 
tion,  and  raise  their  voices,  by  no  means  unpleasatkly 
discordant,  amidst  the  universal  acclamatiobs,  to  ther- 
great  object  of  their  rapturous  song  ♦.  The  genera)/ 
and  perdonal^  edification  produced  by  this  union  of 
propriety  With  devotioo>  surpasses,  I  am  told,  all  ima-^ 
gination.  Who  then  that  is  interested  in  the  honor  ol 
God,  and  the  blessings  of  Religion,  does  not  lament 
that  every  temple  consecrated  to  His  worship,  doth 
not  exhibit  an  assembly  of  Christians,  ^^  singing- 
<<  joyfully,  and  with  understanding,  unto  the 
^^  Lord  ?"  resembling  that  assembly  of  Seraphtms* 
in  heaven,  where  "  they  STAND  abbVe  the 
*^  throne,  crying  one  to  another,  and  saying,  Holy^ 

*  I  receitred  this  infermatibn  from  the  late  Rev.  CHARLES 
PLUMPTRE,  M.A.  RcctorofHaaghton,Dorhtin,andpre?iootl/ 
Vicar  of  Hartboniey  in  Northoinberbixl ;  than  whom  no  one  was,  I, 
'  believe,  more  earnest  and  xealous  not  merely  in  establishing  decency 
#  and  order  in  the  pablic  congregation ;  but  also  in  promoting  the 
moral  welfiucy  and  the  everlasting  happiness^  of  the  souls  committed 
€•  hit  charge*    Were  every  parish  blessed  with  such  a  Minister,  oor  ^ 
Churches  woold  be  crowded, '  our  coannnicanu  datly'^encreasing^t 
and  Religion  andpie^  would  be  the  Ofoamenn  of  our  people.   Mr., 
Plomptre  wu;  in  every  sense,  the  very  best  parish.priest'it  was  ever 
my  lot  to  know.    To  £imilies  I  recommend  a  yol^pie  of  admirable 
discoorset,   entitled  tH£  CHRISTIAN  GUIDE,  written  by 
ifeu  wortfaieMf  of  frieoda  and  best  of  pastors. 
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**  My^   heiy  k   ibe  Lord    of  hosts^  the    whole 
**  MTth  IS  full  of  bk  glory." 

May  I  presume  ufMMi  the  condnuatvce  of  ^ourai- 
tMtioii^  w^iiitst  I  exhort  you  4o  contrMiutc,  according 
to  your  respective  abilHiesy  to  the  suppOM^t  of  the  Choirg 
iiMUtttted)  not  so  much  to  please  the  ear,  and  soothe 
the  imaginatiooi  as  to  assist  your  devotioasi  and  eo^ 
baoce  your  piety? 

In  petitaeimog  your  liberalkyj  k  will,  I  am  per« 
jmided,  be  luuieccssary  to  remove  the  objection^ 
tlhich  haSf  on  similar  occasions,  been  injudiciousty 
•r^edi  that  music  is  not  necessary  to  Salvation.  This 
ofc^tieo  ^^  Madily,  admits  but  that  it  has,  in  this, 
iostancct  faiy  forc^  we,  toully,  deny :  wt  will,  fur- 
thers «idiMi  that  it  is  not  indispensable  to  devotion  ^ 
y^t,  surely,  it  may,  with  no  inconsiderable  efiect,  be 
adapted  m  a  prqparative  to  devotion,  in  order  so  ftr 
lo  predispose  the  minds  of  the  congr^tion,  as  to 
bniig  them  into  a  composed,  and,  therefore,  a  proper^ 
stale  of  the  perfoimance  of  this  duty«  But  when  it  ia 
thought  expedient  that  it  should  make  a  part  of  Ae 
act  of  devotion  itself;  in  this  case  a  Choir  must  take 
d»  lead  in  the  performance  of  the  service^.  The 
aitiditory  I  have  ikt  honor  lo  address  are,  equally, 
enabled  by  the  power,  as  disposed,  I  doubt  not,  by 
inclination  to  contribute  towards  the  proper,  and  ef* 
feetoalj  support  of  an  establishment,  which^  so  pre- 
emnendy,  tends  both  to  give  glory  lo  God,  and  lo 
excite  edflfitition  in  men.  Need  I  describe  to  ytm 
the  mighty  advteitages  which  will,  necessarily,  and  un« 
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Avoidably,  result  from  die  esublifibncnt  of  tbi^  ex« 
fiellent  Institution  ?  Need  I  describe  to  you  ihe  vast 
pasuititudes  who,  in  cont^ippt  of  human,  and  ikfiance 
of  divine^  I^ws,  appropriate  the  Lord's  day  ta  tbeir 
pwn  pursuits,  seldom  innocent,  often  profligate; some 
pf  whom^  led  by  accident,  others  induced  by  curiosity^ 
find  not  a  few  prompted  by  inclination,  to  visit  tUt 
dwelling  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts,  merely  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  bearing  the  melody  of  the  Cboir^  may  become 
not  occasional,  but  constant,  attendaoft  upon  it| 
and  may  learn«f^o  very  many  a  new  lesson! — to 
f^  praise  God,  not  only  with  their  Jips,  but  in  tbeir 
f <  lives  ?"  I^eed  I  represent  to  you  the  comfort  and 
satisfaction  you  i|iay  introduce  into  your  fuaiiics, 
find,  f^onsequeptly,  establish  in  your  own  minds,  by 
inspiring  your  seryants^-^-^s  well  your  domestics^  9a 
those  employed  in  your  several  Qccupauous^^witii 
a  love  of  Psalmody,  whi^  will  most  easily  be  done  bf 
requiring  these,  and  persuading  those,  to  join  10 
the  public  worship  of  this  house  of  prayer  ?  .  Need  I 
represent  (o  you,  how  much  it  is  your  interest,  not 
only  to  remove  every  prejudice,  obviate  every  ob- 
jection, and  silence  every  complaint,  which  ignorance 
foay  urge,  and  indifference  allege  against  an  uniform 
^tendfiQce  on  fhe  service  of  the  Church,  but  also  to 
^Id  out  the  strongest  attractions,  and  the  most 
^scinating  allurements,  to  prevail  with  men  to  appro- 
priate t9  th^selyesthe  edification  and  devotion  which 
every  wellrdjsposed  mind,  may,  by  the  blessing  of  God, 
feel  and  ez^p^rience  on  earth,  as  an  emblem,  and  anti€%» 
pation,  of  the  happiness  of  Heaven  ?  Convinced  of 
the  utility  of  the  Institution,  permit  me  to  entreat  you 
tp  shew  your  apprqbation  of  it  by  your  liberality^ 
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Yoar  contributions  are,  you  will  recollect,  to  be 
distributed,  and  to  consist  of  the  most  judicious  dis- 
tributions, among  persons,  with  whose  characters  you 
are  acquainted,  and  who  bind  themselves,  under  a 
public^  and  solemn^  engagement,  to  exemplary  coa* 
duct ;  for  it  would  be  inconsistent,  indeed,  in  men, 
who  are  employed  in  ^  singing  to  the  praise  and 
<^  glory  of  God,"  to  disgrace  themselves^  and  to 
dishonor  the  Almighty,  either  by  notorious  profli- 
'  gacy,  or  jven  by  partial  obedience.  Rather,  let  me 
recommend  it  to  you  who  compose  the  Choir,  to 
shew,  in  your  whole  deportment,  that  the  devotioo 
which  you  communicate  to  others,  influences  your- 
selves. You  will,  by  these  means,  make  a  striking, 
end  powerful,  appeal  to  the  hearts  of  the  congregation 
in  behalf  of  your  fund ;  and,  however  your  Choir  may 
'^crease  in  numbers,  you  will  have  an  abundant  re* 
source  in  the  attachment  and  aflPection  of  all  who  are 
solicitous  for  the  success  of  the  Gospel,  and  the  diflPu- 
sion  of  its  blessings. 

That  the  Choir  may,  continually  be  in  a  progress 
sive  state  with  respect  to  numbers,  cannot,  to  the  inha- 
bitants  of  a  commercial  town,  be  an  object  of  in- 
difference; because  the  cultivation  of  the  knowlege 
of  the  principles  of  music,  and  the  endeavor  to  arrive 
at  a  ceruin  degree  of  excellence  in  the  execution  of  it, 
may  be  an  amusement^  as  agreeable,  and^  at  the  same 
'time,  as  useful,' as  ainy  which  can  be  proposed  to  young 
(people,  who,  during  the  intervals  of  business^  might 
devote  themselves  to  less  laudable>  and  less  innocent, 
pursuits.  This,  however  desirable  it  must  be  to  pa- 
rents and  masters  who  are,  peculiarly,  interested  in  the 
principles  they  adopts  and  the  conduct  they  pursue, 
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can  only  be  accomplished  by    little  gratifying  do« 
nations,  presented,  individually,  to  the  Choir,  which 
will  be  considered  as  incentives  to  diligence,  motives 
to  emulation,  and  lestimonies  of  approbation.     And 
a  louder,  oc  more  general,  call  upon  the  nation  at 
large,  not  onjy  to  cultivate  morality,  and  promote  Re- 
ligion )    but,  in  an  especial  manner,  to  suppori .  the 
esublished  Church,  was  never  made,  than  at  diis  awful 
juncture.     Humbly,  and  earnestly;  do  1  implore  thff 
Almighty  ihait  it  may  not  be  ma4?.io  vain  i     For  ineiii 
those  especially  in  a  lower  sphere,  wko^  entirely,  ab^ 
sent  themselves  from  an  atte^jdaQcq  on  Divine  Ordi» 
nances,  influenced  neidier  i>y  .the  restrai;idts  of  prin- 
dpk,  ndc  the  sense  of  Religion — cannot  be  expected 
la  be  peaoeable  citisen^j^  deluded  by  the  factious^ 
andenflamed  i^  the  artful,  they  will,  naturally,  be«i 
come  dissatisBed  In  iheif  viinds,  and  turbulent  in  ibeir 
panners.     I^  on  the  other  hand,  ikey  learn  their  Re- 
ligion in  conventicles,  I  appeal  to  observation  and  ex- 
perience, whoiher  they  do  not  oftea*^it  may  be,  in^ 
acDsibly — imbibe  an  abhorrence  of  the  Church,  dis« 
affection  10  Majesty,  aAd  an  hatred  of  GovernmertC 
To  establish   quiet,  perpetuate  order,  and.  preserve 
property,;  we  must  implant  vital  Religion  in  the  hearai 
of  men.    This  will  be  the;  highest  proof  of  our  loyalty, 
the  strongest  testimony  af  our  attachment  to  the  person 
of  our  King,  and  of  obedience  to  hi&  Government; 
and  every  other  will,  without  this,  be  no  better  than 
seeking  a  weak  stay  against  a  tottering  wall,  by  which 
we  shall,  sooner,  or  later,  be  crushed  in  pieces^  and 
buried  under  its  ruins*     fie  it  then  your  endeavor  to 
disseminate  pure,  and  genuine.  Religion  1.  and  should 
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)rour  ardor  fead  you  iK>t  only  to  r«commend  it  at  a 
comfort,  but  in  your  several  families  even  to  impose 
k  a»  an  obligation,  ytt  let  it  be  always,  and  upon 
erery  occasion,  attractive  in  its  mien,  and  engaging 
in  its  intercourse.  Renvove  every  obstacle  to  auend* 
ance  upon  public  worship.  Offer  every  inducement 
ik>  lead  all  men^  but  more  especially  your  own 
booshold^  to  tbe  Courts  of  the  Lord's  house.  Youp 
teal  to  establish  a  prindple  of  Religion  in  the  hearty 
aMlto  promote  its  inSuence  in  tbe  conduct,  of  mcDj 
may  tiot  be  so  sttcce^^ful,  as  might,  naturalty,  be 
wished,  and,  reasonably ^^  be  eotpected,  considenng  tbe 
advantages  4c  prc^o^d,  dfid  tbe  blessing  it  bestow^^ 
^  as  yrtW  in  the  life  that  now  is,  as  in  that  wfatch  is  to 
^  come/'  Bat  should  your  attention  in  this  act  of 
Christian  Cberiiy  be  deftated,  you  may  ^aive  the  8a« 
risfactiom  of  krK>wing  that  i^e  faculty  of  speech,  by 
which  they  are  diatinguithed  from  the  bf  &te  creadoay. 
b  not,  a)w^,  exerted  in  uttering  liesr,  or  impra* 
eating  cursics,  but  is,  sometimes,  employed  in  cele» 
bratiag  the  praises  of  Him  who  hath  endowed  tbeni 
with  it^^tbat  their  voice  is  raised  in  shewing  forth  tbo 
Satvaticw,' which  His  compassion  prescribed,  and  Hia 
love  aceompliahed;  And  one  of  the  mmt  effidaeioufl 
methods  which  piety  can  plan,  arid  monificenoe  en*' 
courage,  wi)l  be  the  support  togethier  wfth  the  i»^ 
crease,  of  yow  Choir,  •«  w*ose  llps^**  like  the 
Psalmist's,  **will  greatly  rejoice,  when  they  sing 
••  unto  God,  and  so  wiH  their  souls  which  Ht  hath 
^  redeemed/'  May  the  Almighty  dispose  your 
beaMs  to  thisr  work  and  labor  of  love  t  And  m^ 
He^  of  His  mercy  ^ranti  that  we   aH,  after  sing* 
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ing  pmses  to  Him  on  earth,  may  be  admitted  to 
the  transcendent  honor,  and  supreme  felicii/,  of 
aingtng  praises  to  Him  in  Heaven,  accompanied 
with  the  Cipc^  of  Ang^  ami  Archapg^^  ^^whea 
^  time  shall  be  no  more/' 
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J  FAST  SERMON. 


*   £Z£KI£L   Xviii.    30. 

Repenif  and  turn  yourselves  from  all  your  transgressms ; 
s$  iniquity  shall  not  be  your  ruin. 

A  MAN  must  either  be  toully  uninfonned9  or  at 
best  an  inobservant  reader  of  history,  who  is 
not  convinced,  from  a  variety  of  events  recorded  in 
the  annals  of  almost  all  ages  and  countries,  that  the 
greatest  temporal  evils  have,  frequently,  beed  inflicted 
upon  men,  on  account  of  their  sins.  God  has  so  con- 
trived it  by  the  order  of  his  Providence,  that  many 
vices  bring  with  them  their  own  punishment:  they 
have  their  proper  and  appointed  scourges ;  and  a  man 
need  not  ask  what  vulture  shall  prey  upon  this  carcase, 
for  the  Divine  Judgment  points  at  the  sin,  and  keeps 
a  regular  and  stated  rule  in  striking. 

It  happens  too,  not  unfrequently,  that  there  is  a 
strong  analogy  and  resemblance  between  the  sin  and 
the  punishment ;  in  so  much,  that  the  guilty  person  is 

^  Dr.  Scott.    Presdied  in  179$. 
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the  first  to  accuse  himself  and  to  cry  out  with  A(k}Dt* 
bezek,  ^^  as  I  have  done,  so  Qod  hath  requited  me." 

It  would  be  trespassing  too  mitch  upon  yonx  dm^ 
and  patience,  to  enumerate  all  the  particular  instances 
in  Divine  History,  where  iniquity  has  drawn  down  im. 
mediate,  and  signal  vengeance  from  heaven  :  a  few 
will  be,  abundantly,  sufficient  to  convince  every  reason^ 
able  and  impartial  person,  that  ^^  God  baa  not  left 
**  Himself  without  witness'*  in  all  ages,  by  hurling 
down  speedy  destruction  on  the  heads  of  impenitent 
offenders.  It  was  iniquity  that  overwhelmed  the  old 
world  with  a  deluge  of  water,  ^^  wherein  all  mankind^ 
^^  except  eight  persons,  perished:"  it  was  iniquity, 
that  caused  God  to  ^  rain  down  fire  and  brimstone 
<^  from  hea'/en  upon  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  :"  it  was 
iniquity,  that  provoked  '^  the  earth  to  open  her 
^^  mouth,  and  swallow  up  alive  Corah  and  his  rebel* 
^  lious  company :"  it  was  imqmty,  that  '^  destroyed 
^^  in  the  wilderness  six  hundred  thousand  fighting  men 
^  of  the  children  of  Israel,"  and  Caleb  and  Joshua 
^ere  the  only  persons  who  possessed  the  promise :  it 
was  iniquity,  that  ^  drove  out  seven  nations  from  the 
<^  land  of  Canaan^  when  the  measure  of  their  wicked* 
^'  ness  was  full  :'*  hi  a  word»  it  was  the  stubbornness 
and  infidelity  of  the  Jews,  that  ruiBed  their  temple  and 
government,  that  slew  the  greatest  part  of  themt  and 
snade  the  rest  fugitives  and  vagabonds  for  ever  upoq 
the  face  of  the  earths 

And  if  we  look  a  little  into  the  annals  of  profane 
sK)ry,  we  shall  there  be  able>likewise,  to  trace  the  foot-^ 
steps  of  Divine  vengeance;  and  shall  find  that  every 
kiftgdom  has  derived  its  ruin»  not  from  a  violaticm  of 
the  laws,  but  ffom  a  depravity  and  conrupdon  o  tean» 
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ncrs.  •  What  was  it  that  overthrew  all  the  mighty 
kingdoms  in  the  East,  but  their  iniquities  ?  What, 
that  destroyed  the  Roman  empire,  which  rose  to  such 
a  pitch  of  grandeur  upon  the  ruins  of  the  others,  but 
licentiousness,  and  profligacy  ?  God  was  pleased  to 
let  loose  his  great  northern  army,  the  rudest,  most  bar- 
barous, and  inexperienced  people  in  matters  of  war, 
upon  the  most  civilized  and  instructed  nation,  pro* 
tected  by  veteran  troops  inured  to  discipline,  and  de- 
fended by  walled  citities  and  fortifications — Yet  what 
was  the  consequence  ?  Rude  and  inexperienced  as  the 
barbarians  were,  they  proved  victorious,  when  God 
was  pleased  to  make  use  of  them  as  instruments  to 
punish  a  nation,  who  had  abandoned  themselves  to 
every  kind  and  degree  of  wickedness  :  for  in  the  hand 
of  Almighty  Power  it  is  a  matter  of  no  consequence 
how  trifling  or  insignificant  soever  the  instriiment  is : 
He  can  cause  a  swarm  of  insects  to  commit  greater 
ravages  than  the  fiercest  army ;  and  a  breeze  of  wind 
to  be  more  fatal  and  desolating,  than  the  breath  of  the 
savagest,  and  most  destructive  tyrant! 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  shew  you,  from  sacred 
and  profane  story,  that  iniquity  is  sure  in  the  end  to 
prove  the  ruin  of  every  people :  **  Repent  then,  ancf 
♦'  turn  yourselves  from  all  your  transgressions."  Here, 
Christians,  is  the  whole  stress  of  the  business  :  this  is 
the  momentous  doctrine  which  the  Prophet  Ezekiel 
inculcates  in  my  text — "  Repent,  and  turn  yourselves 
**  from  all  your  transgressions;  so  iniquity  shall  not 
"  be  your  ruin."  We  are  now  called  together  by 
public  authority  to  confess  our  sins,  and  humble  our- 
selves before  God :  let  u^  consider  then  what  our  sins 
are,  our  particular  and  predominant  sins ;  for  we  shall 
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apply  a  remedy  in  vain,  till  we  find  out  the  true  seat 
of  our  distemper. 

To  begin  then  with  our  public  offences  as  a  nation: 
is  it  not  notorious,  that  a  spirit  of  selfishness  and  am- 
bition is  in  some  bosoms  so  strong  and  predominant, 
that  it  stifles  all  regard  for  the  public  welfare  and  hap- 
piness ?     Far  be  it  from  me  to  disparage  any  fair  and 
honest  means,  by  which  we  may  raise  ourselves  to 
opulence  and  honor :  I  know  that  the  desire  of  pro- 
gression is  a  principle  implanted  in  our  nature  for  wise 
and  gracious  purposes :  ic  is  the  great  ferment^  that 
sets  the  whole  mass  of  mankind  on  working;  and 
without  which  we  should  be  no  better  than  a  kneaded 
clod,  an  inert  lump  of  earth,  wearisome  to  ourselves, 
and  unprofitable  to  others.     Yet  still  this  passion,  so 
beneficial  to  society,  should  scorn  every  base  and  un- 
justifiable measure,  and  confine  itself  within  the  bounds 
of  decency  and  moderation.     But  has  this  been  the 
case,  let  me  ask  every  calm  and  dispassionate  person, 
with  that  unnatural  faction,  who  openly  declare  them- 
selves the  advocates  for  Gallic  anarchy,  and  under  the 
plausible  pretence  of  Reform  would  introduce  here 
he  same  scenes  of  confusion,  blood,  and  horror  ?  In- 
fluenced by  motives  equally  sordid  and  dangerous, 
have  we  not  seen  them  conspire  against  the  honor  of 
their  Sovereign,  the  majesty  of  the  Constitution,  and 
the  happiness,  I  had  almost  said  the  very  existence  of 
their  country  ?     It  is  a  fortunate  circumstance,  how* 
ever,  that  in  all  their  agonies  and  contentions  for 
power,  they  have  betrayed  such  a  shameless  contempt 
of  character,  such  a  barefaced  and  profligate  prostitu- 
tion of  principle,  that  they  are  become  the  detestation 
and  horror  of  all  good  men.     The  mischiefs  they 
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might,  and  in  all  probability  would  h^vc  done,  if  they 
bad  not  been  prevented  by  wise  and  timely  exertions, 
are  terrible  even  to  conceive ! — to  have  **  gained  the 
*'  the  haven  where  they  would  be,"  they  were  ready 
to  sail,  through  seas  of  blood :  to  have  raised  them- 
selves  to  the  pinnacle  of  their  fondest  wishes,  tbey 
were  regardless  though  it  had  been  upon  mountains  of 
stein  ! 

Another  national  sin,  is  a  want  of  reverence  for  thdr 
governors,  and  an  impatience  of  rule  and  order,  among 
the  lower  class  of  the  people.  A  kiixl  of  confusion 
seems  to  run  through  the  whole  community ;  and  the 
great  chain  of  society,  which  holds  us  all  together, 
though,  perhaps,  not  absolutely  broken,  is  strangely 
entangled;  one  degree  pressing  close,  and  treading 
upon  the  heels  of  another,  impapent  of  all  coatroul 
and  subordination. 

The  turbulent  advocates  for  eqaality-^at  most 
absurd  and  impracticable  of  all  systems-— may  ap* 
plaud  such  a  spirit  as  this;  but  it  ts  hi^y  criminal  ]i> 
the  sight  of  God,  as  it  implies  a  discontent  of  that 
nation,  which  he  has  allotted  to  us;  clashes  with  that 
principle  of  subordination  and  mutual  dependence^ 
which  He  has  established  through  all  nature;  is  repug- 
nant to  true  liberty ;  and  leads  to  excesses  destruaive 
of  social  happiness,  and  pregnant  with  ruin,  ^  confu^ 
**  sion,  and  every  evil  work.** 

A  third  crying  sin  of  this  nation  is,  a  too  general 
contempt  of  Religion,  and  of  every  thing  serious  aad 
sacred.  There  have,  always,  been  men  foolish  and  cor^i* 
rupt  enough  to  **  say  in  their  hearts.  There  is  ns^ 
•*  God;'*  but  their  numbers  have  been  few  in  compa^ 
rison,  and  they  kept  their  opinions,  chiefly,  at  home  ;^ 
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#r  if  ihey  ^eiHured  thejn  abroad,  it  was' in  the  dark, 
dressed  out  with  laodesty  and  i^ashfulness,  either 
cloathed  in  doubu  aod  scruples,  or  veiled  in  allusioa 
mA  aUegory :  but  jaince  ihe  diffusion  of  philosophy, 
^t  phiitosophy  which  unravels  every  principle,  reli- 
jgiousand  civil,  and  persuades  its  infatuated  votaries, 
ibac  '^  it  is  good  for  thena  to  be  here"  without  God, 
arid  without  governooent  -  all  this  is  over^^^Infidelity 
now  steps,  boldly^  ibrth  in  loose  attire iikea  harlot,aiid 
4taie$  us  in  (the  face  at  noon^day  with  brazen  impu* 
d^nce,  laqghicig  at  cvtxy  thing  that  is  grave,  and  bur* 
4esqttjing  every  thing  that  is  holy:  just  as  the  Jews  did  of 
<Qdd,  when  tbe^  turned  the  expressions  of  Jeremiah  into 
ffidicale,  and  1^  wx^ixk  of  Ezekiel  into  pleasant  spngs. 
This  is  a  short,  faim  sketx:h  of  our  public  traos* 
fr^oiis :  let  us  now  descend  a  little  into  private  li&» 
And  Mfe  isbail  find,  I  am  afraid,  that  an  unbridled 
Uoeuce  of  manners,  generally,  prevails  among  us^- 
that  fashion  and  custom  have  given  a  kind  of  pre- 
scription to  vice,  and  that  virtue  is  almost  worn 
out  of  date,  and  laughed  out  of  countenance — 
that  frajud  and  cozenage,  oppression  and  falsehood,  in- 
^a^kude  .and  "baseness,  are  too  common  in  our  deal- 
ings ^ith  one  another— -^that  pleasure  is  more  followed 
thao  piety,  a«d  mammon  much  more  devoutly  served 
ihan  Cod.  I  am  almost  ashamed  to  mention  ojiir 
enormous  excesses— that  xiot  and  debauchery,  ihat 
4iS9minacy  and  frivgiism^,  bat,  above  all,  that  ^struc- 
tijve.spiiiit-of^miflg,  which  debases  asid  debilitates  the 
JBiAd,  and  renders  it  like  the  .deadly  *  tree  in  ihe  island 

*  Called,  in  the  .Malajran  langof ge,  Bohon  apas.  There  is  a 
similar  tree,  but  not  altogether  to  fatal,  on  th?  coast  of  Macassar, 
called  Cajoe  upas. 
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of  Java,  whose  malignant  poison  diflPiises  itself  far  znA, 
wide,  and  which  js  approached  by  nothing,  but  what 
is  infamous,  condemned,  and  criminal. 

These  then  are  some  of  the  sins,  which  we  are  here 
called  upon  to  confess  and  bewail,  with  penitent  and 
contrite  hearts :  but  let  us  remember,  that  penitence 
without  amendment  is  futile  and  ridiculous  :  we  must 
not  only  **  cease  to  do  evil,  but  learn  to  do  well." 
As  those  dangers,  which  so  lately  threatened  this  coun- 
try with  desolation,  have  arisen  from  a  spirit  of  selfish- 
ness and  faction,  let  us  not  only  guard  against  this 
passion  ourselves,  but  look  upon  those  as  the  ene- 
mies and  pests  of  their  country,  who,  under  the  delu- 
sion of  Reform,  would  blow  up  the  very  foundations 
of  Government,  Property,  and  Religion;  Let  the  ex- 
ample of  France  be  a  warning  to  us  to  resist  every  at- 
tempt, every  overture,  towards  change  and  innovation. 
Nothing,  we  know,  is  more  popular  in  the  beginning 
than  sedition,  and  nothing  less  so  in  the  end.  It  enters 
upon  the  stage  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  with  a 
brave  and  goodly  appearance :  its  aims  are  all  open 
and  generous,  its  professions  fair,  specious,  and  plau- 
sible :  it  has  "  the  voice  indeed  of  Jacob— but  the 
**  hands  are  the  hands  of  Esau  :^  it  destroys  with 
schemes  of  reformation,  enslaves  under  the  glorious 
name  of  liberty,  and  scatters  firebrands,  ruin,  and 
death,  purely  for  the  public  good*  The  political  at- 
mosphere, which  was  lately  so  black  and  louring, 
that  the  thunder  seemed  ready  to  burst  upon  our 
heads,  is  now,  blessed  be  God  !  clear  and  luminous*- 
the  storm  has  passed  over  like  a  cloud :  but  let  not 
this  serenity  put  us  off  our  guard,  nor  lull  us  into 
supineness  and  security :  let  us  continue  to  joiq  heart 
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and  hand  in  defence  of  our  Sovereign  and  our  Coun- 
try; a  country  which  for  ages  has  been  the  envy  and 
admiration  of  the  world;  and  a  Sovereign,  whose 
only  aim  and  desire  are  to  support  its  independence 
and  glory,  to  preservents  Constitution  free  and  invio* 
late,  and  with  all  the  anxiety  of  a  tender  father  to  pro^ 
mote  the  real  interests  and  prosperity  of  his  people. 
Let  such  be  our  conduct  with  regard  to  public  affairs : 
in  pi'ivate  life,  **  let  us  lay  aside  every  weight,  and  the 
^^  sin  that  doth  so  easily  beset  us :"  above  all,  let  us 
continue  to  cultivate  those  tender  aifeaions^  those  soft 
aiKi  gentle  sensibilities  of  our  nature,  the  fruits  of 
which  "  in  this  vale  of  misery"  are  a  just  tribute  to 
the  afflictions  of  our  unfortunate  brethren.  The  com- 
passion, the  generosity,  the  munificence  of  this  coun^ 
try,  in  every  case  of  distress,  in  every  circumstance  of 
misfortune^  render  us  the  admiration  and  envy  of  the 
world.  Other  nations  may  vie  with  us  in  commerce, 
arts,  and  arms  :  in  these,  the  industry  of  the  mechanic, 
the  ingenuity  of  the  artist,  and  the  valor  of  the  soldier, 
may  be  equal  to  ours  :  but  in  charity  and  benevolence 
we  have  no  rivals,  no  competitors;  nor  are  we  in- 
debted in  these  to  the  merit  of  another,  for  the  whole 
glory,  how  great  soever  it  is,  and  great  it  certainly  is^ 
the  whole  glory  is  our  own.  When  I  look  around  me, 
and  reflect  on  the  number  of  public  Charities  in  this 
metropolis — too  various  to  particularizcr^I  feel  an 
honest  pride  in  the  name  of  Englishman,  and  humbly 
hope  that  the  Father  of  Mercies,  the  God  of  all  Pity, 
will  forgive  our  failings  and  transgressions,  and  that 
charities  such  as  these  may  avert  His  vengeance,  and 
<'  cover  the  multitude  of  sins/'  But  it  would  be  un* 
pardonable  in  me^  on  such  an  occasion  as  the  present, 
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to  pass  by  in  silence  your  liberality  to  those  poor  no* 
fortunate  emigrants,  who  have  been  driven  from  thciir 
country  by  the  merciless  sword  of  anarchy  and  nurder. 
May  your  bounty  prove  to  them,  like  the  widow^t 
cruise  of  oil,  inexhaustible ;  and,  to  yourselves,  like 
iht  alms  of  Cornelius*  a  memorial  before  God  !  Ye 
have  been,  as  the  Prophet  Isaiah  speaks,  ^^a  support  to 
^*  the  poor,  a  support  to  the  needy  in  their  distress,  t 
^^  refuge  from  the  storm,  a  shadow  from  the  heat,  when 
5<  the  blast  of  the  terrible  ones  is  as  a  storm  against 
^  the  vail.*'  But  I  must  beg  leave  to  reconoieiid 
more  particularly  the  emigrant  clergy  to  your  benevo- 
lence, in  this  iheir  extreme  affliction.  Educated  to 
minister  at  the  ahar,  and  totally  ignorant  of  all  the  se^ 
cular  businesses  amd  employments  of  life,  they  have 
no  ability  to  help  them^ives,  no  possible  means  of 
subsistence,  but  your  bounty :  ^*  they  cannot  d^ — M 
^  beg  they  would  be  ashamed."  Alas  that  they,  who 
have  so  often  ministered  to  the  ^itu^  wants  of  tbek 
fellow  ereatures,  should  be  thus  exposed  to  the  ex* 
tremity  of  temporal  distress,  of  <^  hunger  and  thurai, 
<^  of  eokl  and  nakedness  i"  That  they,  who  have  so 
often  wiped  away  the  tear  from  the  eye  of  affiicttoa, 
and  cheered  the  bosom  of  oomfortless  despair,  shouM 
thus  become  a  prey  themselves  to  sorrow,  and  despoil* 
doncy  unutterable  I  That  they  who  have  allevialed 
the  horrors,  and  bhimed  ^  the  sting  of  death,"  should 
have  the  king  of  terrors,  constantly,  staring  them  indie 
face^  in  danger  of  perishing  by  femine,  and  kept  alive 
from  day  to  day  almost  by  a  miracle,  by  precarions 
bounty  I  I  feel,  my  brethren,  upon  this  melancboty 
occasion,  hg  more  than  I  am  able  to  expre^-r-tt  is  a 
subject  that  cosies  home  to  the  bosom  of  vttry  decgy- 
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xnan !  I  myself,  who  am  now  in  ease  and  affluence, 
recommending  to  you  the  case  of  these  poor  destitutes9 
might  have  been  in*  the  same  situation  with  them*— 
driven  from  my  country,  by  the  ruffian  hand  of  re* 
formation,  from  my  subsistence,  my  comforts,  my 
connections^  from  every  thing  that  is  near  and  dear  to 
me— -and  obliged  to  wander  ^^  in  a  strange  land^  whose 
^^  language  I  knew  not,  neither  understood  what  they 
*^  say;"  a  poor,  destitute,  miserable  exile;  without 
friends,  without  the  common  necessaries  of  life ;  suf- 
fering, for  conscience'  «ake,  such  an  accumulation  of 
distress,  ^  as  it  hath  scarce  entered  into  the  heart  of 
^  man  to  conceive  !"  In  rach  a  situation,  departii^ 
as  ^^  Abraham  did  from  Haran,  not  knowing  whither 
^<  be  went»"  what  could  I  h^vc  wished^  escoept  that  the 
hand  of  Providence  would  have  conductedmeto  YOU, 
to  this  "  Zoar,  this  city  of  refuge  ?'*  Believe  me. 
Christians,  *'  God  is  not  unrighteous,  to  forget  your 
^  work  and  labor  of  love,  which  ye  have  At^h  tO:- 
*<  wards  His  name,  in  that  yt  have  ministered  lo  His 
^'  servants,  and  do  minister/'  No!  He  will  reward 
70U  quickly  in  this  world,  for  ^  the  blessiRg  of  those, 
^  who  were  ready  to  perish,  shall  come  upon  you  :^ 
He  will  direct,  assist,  and  Mess  you  while  you  livc^ 
and,  in  the  end^  give  you  *^  an  inheritance  among 
^  them,  who  are  sanctified."    Amen  f 
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SERMON    XLL 

PREACHED  BEFORE  THE  SONS  OF  THE  CLERGY. 


♦  PSALM  CXXlL  8,  9. 

For  myhreibren  and  c$mpam(ms*  sake,  I  wil  niw  sajf^ 

Ptacc  be  within  thee  : 
Because  of  the  House  of  the  Lord  our  God  I  will  seek  ibf 

good., 

THE  Psalm,  from  which  these  words  are  taken^ 
bears  inscription  in  the  title  of  it»  A  Song  ofde^ 
greesf. ,  A  Title,  we  may  observe,  of  great  eminence 
and  distinction,  proper  only  to  those  services,  where 
the  occasion  and  performance  were  of  a  more  than  or* 
dinary  solemnity,  demanding,  what  the  words  import, 
a  more  exalted  elvation  both  in  the  voices,  and  in  the 
stations,  of  the  Levites,  who  recited  them. 

And  never,  surely,  was  there  a  performance  more 
illustrious,  never  deliverance  more  remarkable,  than 
the  victory  that  occasioned  it. 

David,  at  once  the  King  and  the  sweet  singer  of  his 
Israel,  did  not  think  it  was  enough  to  adorn  it  with  hia 

♦  Dr.  St.  John, 
f  In  the  whole  number  of  Psalms,  there  tit  but  fifteen  so  disi 
tinguished. 
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presence,  he  composed  himself  the  words,  he  not,  im- 
probably, set  the  music,  it  is  more  than  probable  he 
vouchsafed  to  assist  at  the  execution  of  it. 

The  occasion  of  this  great  festivity,  ivas  the  defeat 
of  a  rebellion,  no  less  dangerous  than  unnatural,  blown 
up,  and  maintained  by  the  perfidiousness  of  his  son, 
in  the  very  bowels  of  his  dominions. 

And  now,  that  he  is  suffered  with  his  aged  tyts  once 
more  to  see,  and  with  his  feet  to  stand  again  within  the 
walls  of  his  Jerusalem,  he,  in  a  grateful  reflection  on 
the  multitude  of  God's  mercies,  injpatienily  makes 
haste  to  worship  towards  His  holy  temple:  There, 
prostrate  at  the  altars  he  had  fled  from  before  Absa« 
lom,  and,  transported  with  the  worship  he  had  panted 
after  in  his  banishment,  he  pours  out  his  royal  soul  tn 
intercessions  for  his  Israel,  and  calls  on  others  to  ac- 
company him  in  their  prayers  for  its  peace,  and  in  their 
vows  for  its  prosperity. 

*^  I  was  glad,'*  says  the  Royal  Exile,  **  when  thejr 
♦*  said  unto  me,  we  will  go  into  the  house  of  the  Lord.* 

*'  O  pray  for  the  peace  of  Jerusalem ;  they  shall 
**  prosper  that  love  thee." 

^'  Peace  be  within  thy  walls,  and  prosperity  withxa 
**  thy  palaces," 

"  For  my  brethren  and  companions'  sakes" — so  the 
Monarch  stiles  his  subjects—*'  I  will  now  say,  "  Peace 
"  be  within  thee." 

Descended  from  their  tribes,  he  is  not  ashamed  to 
call  them  brethren ;  bred  up  with  them  from  his  in- 
fancy, he  salutes  them  his  companions;  dear  to  him  in 
their  civil  relation,  much  dearer  still  in  their  religious ; 
«*  Yea,  for  the  house  of  the  Lord  our  God,  I  will 
^^  seek  to  do  thee  good^'' 
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Ifl  compliance,  thts-efore^  vtth  the  order  of  tkke  4exi| 
ttnd  the  design  of  this  sdemnityy  I  shadl  uke  occasion 
to  recommend  the  chanty  we  are  now  employed  aboofi 
iirofli  the  foUoving  considerations  : 

J.  Fron  the  oUigauons  of  our  nature,  and  dse  con- 
son  sentifiients  of  faomanity.  *^  For  my  hpediiea's 
*<  sake,"  says  the  Psalmus^  ^  I  wUi  now  say^  Peace 
^  be  w^rthin  thee.'*  ^ 

H.  From  their  civd  relation  to  us  in  die  geireni- 
flsent,  and  our  regtr (b  id  tbem^  as  we  aae  couurynDn« 
^  Fortny  brethren  and  cotnpunoos^  sakes,!  mU  wub 
^  tliee  prosperity." 

III«  And  more  esfecially  from  the  digait^r  tif  dxsr 
^ploynent,  and  tbe^acnedneis  of  tbcHr  characier,  £rom 
whofli  these  &milies  ave  derhned,  ibdoved  fior  dioir 
fittbers'  sake,  and  fntitied  upon  their  accomity  to  oar 
greatest  tenderness  aad  respecu  '^  Yea,  ibr  itfce  bosse 
^  of  the  Lord  our  God^  I  will  seek  toxlo  thee  good." 

L  1  am  to  shew  how  straogly  we  are  ohKged  to  the 

'  exercise  of  this  charity  by  t:he  engagements  of  iBor  na- 

tine,  and  the  common  jentiments  ofrbamaoity :  ^^  Fof 

^  my  brethren's  sake,  I  will  £ay,  ^  Peace  be  within 

^  tbecr 

Now  as  concerning  brotherly  love^  my  biethfen,  as 
I  would  not  bate^  so  i^itber  wbeo  I  oonsider,  can  I 
auppose  you  ignorant« 

*•  To  rejoice  with  them  that  do  rejoice^  to  weep 

<^  with  itkem  that  weep^* — not  only  to  feel  widvia  our-^ 

'  aehres,  iiut  to  lelieve  in  others^  as  webave  oj^pottuniey, 

.the  pains,  Ae  sncsfortunes,  the  necessities  they  xoaa- 

fiain  ofi-^cooeonwg  these  things,  I  would  ppesume  ye 

Jnve  ISO  needihat  I  shosdd  speak  umo  you. 

To  do  good  in  these  instaocea,  is  noaot«  tnedFect, 
«  than 
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thftn  to  love  others  for  youi  own  sakes,  and  only  aa* 
otber^  and  a  betifr,  way  €)f  gratifying  youraclvcs*  The 
instances  I  have  now  been  oaentioning,  are  the  first 
ekmems  of  charity  :  we  are  not  forioed  to  tbetn  by 
discipline,  but  disposed  by  nature  1  tbey  are  born  in 
us,  they  grow  up  with  us :  So  far  ye  yourselves  are 
taught  of  God,  and  inclined^  by  the  very  fashion  of 
ydu^  to  Ipve  one  another. 

»But,  in  this  geaeral  pretension  to  our  pity  and  bene- 
^^olence^  which  the  voice  of  nature  has  proclaimed  so^ 
universal,  that  no  exception  ipay  restrain^  no  unwof* 
thiness  can  forfeit  it,  great  distinction  we  are  10  mak(V 
just  preference  we  must  observe  to  the  merits^  aadl. 
condition  of  those  to  whom  we  minister^ 

Good-will  towards  men  of  all  characters  and  coodU 
tions,  is  a  debt  we  stand,  strictly,  charged  with  by  the 
first  principks  of  humanity;  but  our  delight  must, 
dwell  more  particularly  ^^  on  (he  saints  that  are  in  the. 
*^  earth,  and  on  such  as  excel  in  virtue."  Great  comr 
passion  there  is  doe  to  all,  who  are  any  ways  afflicted 
\fiih  the  iru:oji|veniences  of  fortune,  and  the  pressures 
of  a  low  estate;  a  greater  still  to  those  whose  birth  and 
education  had  given  them  promises  of  a  better. 

Great  charity  sure  is  due  to  their  unhappy  circuni* 
stances^  who,  through  age  or  disappointment,  not 
lavish  in  tbpir  expences,  but  unsucces^ul  in  their  in^ 
4ustry,  are  become,  innocently,  the  objects  of  it. 

What  then  sh^l  we  judge  sufficient  for  the  relief  of 
those  poor  families  who  have  been  honorably  undooef 
not  by  the  yices^  or.  ill-n(anagement,  but  by  the  virtues 
of  theif  ancestor — too  great  an  example  himself  of  the 
hospitality  be  recommended  ? 

T^Q  3ee  the  ^o^  of  aucb  a  fathery  ingenuous  is  hit 
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descent,  not  unhopeful  in  his  improvements,  who,  as 
long  as  his  parent  lived,  counted  himself  a  happy  man, 
thrust  out  in  one  sad  hour,  from  the  plenty  he  was 
born  in,  and  the  expectations  he  was  bred  to,  into 
hardships  and  extremities  he  was  untaught  to  fear,  and 
unprepared  to  suffer ! 

To  see  the  widow  of  such  an  husband  lamenting, 
with  equal  grief,  the  father  she  cannot  recal,  and  the 
children  she  cannot  succor,  "weeping,  and  wailing, 
•*  and  refusing  to  be  comforted  :"  to  hear  her  say  io^ 
her  hungry  little  ones,  Alas  !  my  children,  in  my  house 
16  neither  bread  nor  clothing  for  you.    To  see  her  de- 
viate, a  captive,  removing  to  and  fro,  begging  her 
bread  with  those  hands  with  which  she  had,  formerly, 
dispensed  it,  and  of  those  very  persons  whom  she  had 
more  than  once  sustained  in  her  prosperity !  remember- 
ing, all  the  while,  as  an  aggravation  of  her  miseries, 
all  the  pleasant  things  which  she  possessed  in  the  days 
of  old,  now  lost  and  gone  for  ever,  with  ihe  dead  part- 
ner of  her  comforts,  who  had  shared  with  her  the  en- 
joyment of  them  !  "  Have  pity  on  her,  O  my  friends, 
*^  have  pity"  on  this  poor  destitute,  *^  for  the  hand  of 
•*  God  hath  touched  her."  Be  not  ashamed  to  go  along 
with  me  into  the  cells  of  the  disconsolate ;  there  sur- 
vey a  scene  of  woe,  less  frequent,  God  be  thanked^ 
since  the  appointment  of  this  charity.    Hear  the  widow 
cry  to  one  of  you^  "  Thy  servant,  my  husband,  h 
*^  dead,  and  thou  knowest  that  thy  servant  did  fear  the 
^^  Lord,  and  the  creditor  is  come  to  take  unto  him  my 
'^  two  sons  to  be  bond-men.   Is  it  nothing  to  you,  all 
**  ye  that  pass  by  ?    fiehold  and  see,  if  there  be  any 
**  sorrow,  like  unto  this  sorrow  !     To  a  mother  thus 
"  afflicted,"'  pity  will  not  only  be  shewn  of  a  friend, 
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^lit  even  extorted  from  an  enemy.  A  good  Samaritan 
himself,  a  dissenter  from  our  Religion,  if  be  has  any 
bowels  of  bis  own,  should  he  come  where  this  widow 
was,  when  be  saw^  would  have  compassion  on  her« 
God  forbid,  my  brethren,  that  a  Priest,  or  a  Levite^ 
^  should  pass  by  on  the  other  side !"  Far  be  it  from 
any  of  us,  who  are  of  the  children  of  the  Prophets,  or 
ourselves,  a  greater  honor  I  as  one  of  the  Prophets,  to 
delay  to  reply  to  her  with  the  kind  impatience  of  the 
man  of  God-'-^^  what  hast  thou  in  thy  bouse^  and  what 
«  shall  I  do  for  thee?'' 

n.  Another  engagement  of  our  charity  to  the  relicts 
and  posterity  of  the  Clergy  of  the  Church  of  England^ 
is,  their  relation  to  us  in  the  Government,  and  our  re«> 
gards  to  them  as  We  are  couqtrymen* 

In  the  times  of  Popery,  indeed,  when  the  clergy  of 
tbese  kingdoms,  ^^  neither  married,  nor  were  given  in 
^  marriage" — their  civil  relation  totis  in  those  circum* 
stances,  was  ipore  distant  and  remote,  and  less  attached, 
than  was  found  necessary,  to  the  interests  of  the  com* 
munity.  Single  in  their  persons,  they  gave  no  hostages 
to  its  tranquility ;  devoted  to  a  foreign,  and  regardless 
of  their  natural.  Sovereign,  they  brake  the  band^  of  do^ 
mestic  allegiance  asunder,  and  wantonly  cast  away  their 
cords  (roin  them. 

But  no  soqner  were  we  redeemed  from  the  bondage 
of  this  tyranny,  ^nd  "  permitted  to  serve  the  Lord,**  . 
not  singly  as  before,  but  ^^  with  our  sons,  and  with 
^^  our  daughters^  wifh  our  fgmities^  and  with  our  little 
f*  ones,"  but  we  grew,  insensibly,  a  civil  part  of  the 
country  we  were  born  in,  not  to  subsist,  as  we  had  done 
before,  distinctly  from  the  whole,  but  infused  into  every 
part  of  it,  and  incorporated  into  its  interests. 

And 
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And  vhat  advantag^^  my  brethren,  has  not  the  vir<» 
tut  of  3uch  progemtorsy-^vtrttie  the  best  dowry  we  eta 
entail  upon  our  children,  or  bequeath  unto  the  pnbUc 
^-^vhat  advantages,  I  say,  of  every  kind  has  not  the 
virtue  of  such  a  parentage  been  fruitful  to  produce  ? 

Not  to  mention  the  lower  arts  of  labor  by  which  we 
live,  and  of  trade,  by  which  we  flourish;  we  defend 
you  at  the  Bar,  we  speak  for  yoa  in  the  Senate,  your 
fleets  and  your  armies  have  fought  and  coaquered 
under  us;  the  Court  itself  has  not  wanted^  and  tbt 
country  is  yet  full  of  us. 

Be  wise  now,  therefedre,  O  ye  Princes,  be  instructed, 
ye  thi^  are  judges  of  the  earth.  Adopt,  generally,  for 
your  own  the  tender  branches  of  such  a  root,  and  in^ 
crease  of  such  a  parenuge.  Let  every  one  that  is  rich 
ansong  you  say,  ^^  these  sons  are  my  sons,  these 
^^  daughters  are  my  daughters,  these  children  are  my 
^^  chiklren.'*  Call  forth  the  seeds  of  hereditary  vir« 
tue,  which  sleep  buried  in  diese  veins,  by  seasonable 
refireshments.  The  love  of  your  Country,  the  good 
of  the  Commonwealth  requires  them  at  your  hands^ 
and  expects  from  you  the  improvement  of  thenu 
Raise  up  in  their  Others'  stead,  a  posterity  well  quali- 
fied to  supply  them  in  their  Churches,  and  to  succeed 
them  in  their  principles ;  a  race  of  men,  justly,  zealous 
for  the  interests  of  the  Crown,  and  the  prosperity  of 
.your  Government,  wetl-afiectioRed,  we  may  be  sure,K> 
the  Reformation  from  which  they  sprang,  born  ene- 
mies to  Rome,  and  just  reproaches  of  its  celibacy. 

So  strongly  are  we  obliged  for  our  hrethroi  and 
companions',  for  our  King  and  Country's  sake,  to  wish 
prosperity :  How  much  more  so  for  the  sake  of 
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Christ  hiinsclf--*'  for  the  house  of  iheLord  ouf.Gdd^ 
"  roust  we  seek  to  do  ibeirt  good  ?"     j 

And  this,  you  may  be  pleased  to  remember,  wa» 
the 

III.  And  last  consideration  I  proposed  to  speak  to. 

The  different  circumatances  of  our  Church  before, 
and  after^  the  Reformation  of  these  Jti^doms^  remind 
me,  naturally,  of  the  miracle  so.  remarkiably  vouchsafed 
by  God  to  Gideon.  Before  the  Refarm^tiopy  the  dew 
ivas  on  the  fleece  only,  and  it  was* dry  upon  all  the 
earth  besides :  the  zeal  for  God's  house  had  eat  up  and 
devoured  aln)ost  all  others  in  the  land.  The  house  of 
God  was  all  this  while  no  better  than  a  house  of  mer** 
chandize:  pardons,  indulgences,  releases  from  tern* 
poral  pain,  and  titles  to  eternal  happinessi  brought  in 
much  gain  to  the  pious  craftsmen  in  those  days  of 
superstition. 

The  miracle,  since  the  Reformation,  is  now  as.un* 
happily  reversed  :  it  is  now  dry  only  upon  the  fleece, 
and  upon  all  the  ground  besides  there,  is  dew.  Bat 
sure,  my  brethren,  it  was  the  voice' of  men,  it  was  thb 
sacrilege  of  the  reformers,  and  not  the  voice  of  God^ 
that  said  on  this  last  occasion,  ^  Let  it  be  dry  on  the  - 
^^  fleece  only."     More,  doubdess,  it  would  have  con-  S 

duced  to  the  honor  of  the  Reformation,  more  service- 
able would  it  have  been  to  the  interests  of  Religion,  if 
'^  instead  of  taking  unto  themselves  the  houses  of  God 
^^  in  possession,"  they  had  applied  them  to  their  pro* 
per  uses,  had  restored  to  the  parochial  Clergy  the  de» 
preda(ions,  unjustly,  made  upon  them  by  the  encroach* 
fncniB  of  the  monastical,.  and  diverted  only,  instead  of 
dryiog  up,  the  currents  which  had  long  fed  the  lazi* 
ness  and  the  luxury  they  too  speciously  compUined  of. 

VouUl.  Kk  A  double 
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A  double  weight  of  inconTcnience  was  by  this  meaiu 
brought  upon  us«  The  Refbrmauon^  at  the  sanoe 
time  that  ft  entarged  our  expences,  by*  indulging  leave 
to  marry,  contracted  our  subsistence  by  the  alienation 
of  our  revenues,  ajod  gave  a  melancholy  rise  lo  the  oc* 
aa^ion  of  this  solenmity,  and  to  the  objects  of  the  cha* 
pity  we  s|re  at  present  recommending  to  you. 

fiut^  blessed  be  God,  my  brethren,  were  k  neces- 
sary to  exhort,  we  want  not  motives  to  solicit  yoo. 
In  behalf  of  these  poor  little  ones,  we  need  only  recal 
to  most  of  you  the  memory  of  their  dead  parents,  those 
^*  who  have  labored  amongst  you,  and  adaiontsbed 
**  you,  and  have  spoken  unto  you  the  Word  of  God." 
For  their  work's  sake,  whilst  they  watched  over  you^ 
you  did  esteem  them  very  highly,  and  for  their  Mas* 
ter'sj  whom  in  that  administration  they  had  the  honor 
to  represent. 

If  there  be,  therefore,  ^<  any  consolation  in  the 
^*  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,"  which  the  fathers  of  these 
poor  orphans  have  at  any  time  dispensed  you ;  if  any 
comfort  of  lovCi  wbieb  in  the  hour  of  your  own  aflUc« 
tion,  you  may  have  seasonably  received  from  them ;  if 
any  fellowship  of  the  Spirit,  of  which  you  have  been^ 
happily,  made  parukers  througlv  iheir  ministry ;  if 
you  have  ediiied  by  their  teaching,  if  you  have  pro* 
iited  by  their  example,  let  me  conjure  you  most  affix- 
tionatdy  by  the  word  of  life  whicb  they  preached,  by 
the  bread  of  life  which  they  distrfboted,  to  extend  the 
bowels  of  your  compassion  both  to  the  dead,  and  to 
the  living*  Do  not  think  it  was  enough,  whilst  these 
holy  pastors  were  alive  with  you,  to  have  shewn  them^ 
as  you  did,  ^^  the  loving- kindness  of  the  Lord,  but  cut 
^  not  off  your  kindness  from  their  bouse  for  ever.** 

These 
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'  these  are  the  motives  ^e  might  insist  upon^  wertf 
<here  need  of  any»  in  i^commendation  of  this  tharity. 
The  love' of  our  Brethren  as  we  are  men^  the  love  of 
Our  Countrf  as  we  are  Englishmen,  the  love  of  God 
as  we  are  Christians,  constrain  us  to  the  practice  of  it* 

**  From  the  plenteousness  of  our  own  tables  thcn^ 
^  let  us  sebd  portions  to  them,  for  whom  nothing  i^ 
•<  pfepaipcd*"  Let  us  visit  our  poor  brethren  in  sick«i 
ness,  and  in  prison,  saying  unto  the  priests,  '^  go  fortb^ 
^  and  to  those  th»t  are  in  darkness,  come  forth,  and 
•*  shew  yourselves.**  Let  us  go  down  unto  those 
^  who  lie  fast  bound  in  misery  and  iron,  to  bring 
^  them  oiit  of  darkness,  and  the  shadow  of  death,  and 
••  to  break  their  bonds  in  iunder/' 

Much,  doubtless,  need  not  be  said  to  you  the  sons 
of  Clergymen,  to  persuade  you,  on  this  good  occasion, 
^  to  be  ready  to  distribute,  to  be  willing  to  commu« 
**  nicate.  Ye  are  the  children  of  the  Prophets,  and 
<^  though  anointed,**  through  God*s  blessing,  ^  with 
•*  the  oil  of  gladness  above  your  fellows,**  beholden 
many  6f  you  to  this  very  charity,  which  you  once  re- 
ceived yourselves,  and  are  now  enabled,  whh  more 
pleasure,  to  communicate  to  others. 

Lukewarmness  towards  this  ctiarity,  the  least  back-* 
Wardness  ta  this  good  work,  unseemly  only  in  others, 
would,  in  you  appear  unnaturah  "  Then  are  ye  bas- 
•'  tards,  and  not  sons,**  if  ye  decline  this  opportunity 
of  shewing  "  piety  at  home,**  and  ungratefully  thus 
requite  the  good  Providence  which  has  so  blessed,  and 
the  parents  which  begat  you. 

*•  Least  of  all,  holy  brethren,  partakers  of  this 
^  heavenly  calling,**  to  you,  the  last  of  all  mcni 
should  this  exhortation  be  directed.    <•  If  we  comtf 
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'<  uoto  our  own,  and  our  own  received  u»  not,*^  to 
whom  then  shall  we  repair?  to  whom  shall  we  have 
ihe  confidence  to  apply  for  succor  ? 

Y^  th^t,  religiously,  profess  to  preach  charity  ta 
others,  can  ye  be  suspected  capable  of  wanting  it  to- 
wards yourselves  P  Ye  that,  solemnly,  teach  your 
bearers  to  extend  it  to  their  enemies,  can  ye  refuse  ii 
to  your  own  brethren  i  Can  ye  withbpld  it  from  their 
children  ?. 

Better  much  will  it  become  iqe,  instead  of  pressio; 
you  to  a  due  concern  for  the  support  of  their  posterity, 
to  call  up  into  your  remembrance  ^^  the  iaitb  and  the 
**  patience  of  those  who  have  gone  before  you.**  Re- 
member, you  received  not  from  them  the  spirik  of  /ear, 
or  dissimulation,  or  unjustifiable  compliance.  The 
zeal  and  the  courage  of  our  Clergy  are  hereditary. 
God  forbid  that  ^^  we  should  part  with  the  itUieritaoce 
*^  of  our  fathers !"  the  only  inheritance;,  alas  I  they 
have  left  to  many  of  us.  , 

Turn  on  every  side  your  flaming  swords,  ye  Angels 
of  ihc  most  High  God,  to  "  keep  the  way  of  the  tree 
*^  of  life  :*'  protect  his  truth  from  the  blasphemer,  and 
his  Altars  from  profaneness. 

Watch  over  the  sacred  fire  of  zeal  and  loyalty,  6n 
which  the  fate  and  preservation  of  the  commonwealth 
depends,  sent  down  to  us  from  above,  as  the  last 
pledge  of  our  security,  and  by  heaven,  from  whence  it 
came,  committed  to  our  cu^ody. 

Shine  on  in  this  lower  world  which  you  are  ap* 
pointed  to  direct,  not  shaping  your  pursuits  accordir^ 
to. those  wandering  stars,  wboip  we  observe,  when  they 
appear,  with  equal  horror  and  astonishment,  uncertain 
in  their  course,  and  maJignaat  in  their  influence,  but 
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steering,  steadily,  after  "  the  Father  of  lights,  in  whom 
•*  is  no  variableness,  nor  change,  nor  shadow  of  turn- 
**  ing  ;•'  till  advancing,  by  just  degrees,  from  grace  to 
grace,  and  from^lory  tq-glofy,  fa  ei)n1?  £CC  last  to  be 
franslaced  from  the  lesser  "  orbs  below,  to  shine  forth 
'^  as  the  sun  in  the  kingdom  of  your  Father.'' 

%•  The  reader  may  meet  with  a  very  excellent  Ser- 
mon on  this  subject,  entitled,  Christian  Beneficence, 
preached  in  the  Cathedral  of  Durham,  September  6th, 
1804,  by  the  late  Rev.  Charles  Plumptre,  M.  A.  Rec- 
tor of  Haughton,  and  ^tithor  of  the  Christian  Guide. 
Sold  iy  Messrs.  RivinponSf  «    _       .     - 
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•  I  (CQR.  iii,  9,  9. 

Jf fi^  lyiM  shall  receive  bis  own  reward  accordir^  I0  bit 

cwn  labor. 

For  W0  ffre  laborers  fofelber  tpUh  God. 

WIf  0£V£Ry  voluntarily,  undertaHes  fin  o^pe  in 
^pciety,  imposes  upon  himself  an  obligation  to 
discbarge,  with  fidelity,  (he  duties  of  it.  If  he  ei^utes 
his  trpst,  of  whatever  nature,  with  integrity,  he  is  con<r 
soled  for  hi|$  trpuble,  and  rewarded  for  his  l»bor,  by 
the  cpnspiousness  of  neither  inpurrlqg  guilt,  por  disap- 
pointing expectation;  if  he  is  remiss  in  his  engage-r 
ments,  and  inattentive  tp  bis  cpnunission,  so  fif  from  de«* 
giving  satisfaction,  and  experiencing  comfortr^wbilst 
]ie  forbears  to  reflect  on  his  conduct,  because  it  is  a 
fource  of  qneasinei^s-r-j^e  ^rediAs  the  investigation  of  it, 

▼  Preidtcd  St  the  V|siution  ho|den  ^t  Borooghbridge,  in  Yorl;. 
»bire,  Jane  26,  1798*  The  approbsticm  with  wh^ch  the  foUowiog 
pifCOQfse  wu  honored  in  the  deliyeiyj  together  with  the  re^o^t  of 
fhe  Ofdinarj  und  C]mgy  thst  it  mi^t  be  pobli^iedj^  indqce^  the 
suthpf  10  priQf  a  few  oopfei  ^prirste  inioectipn, 
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from  tbe  apprehension,  titat,  io&cead  6f  teteiving  a|>» 
probatiOQ,  and  meriting  reward,  he  is  liable  to  all  (he 
severity  of  censure»  and  the  harshness  of  reproach. 

Id  order  io  ensure  uprightness  in  tbe  discharge  of 
die  various  offices  of  life,  the  Author  of  nature,  wisely, 
implanted  this  moral  principle  in  the  humankind.  Be 
cur  station  in  life  what  it  may,  however  mean,  or  how- 
ever exalted,  we  are  all,  equally,  liable  to  its  svgges- 
cions :  would  God,  we  were^  uniformly,  obedient  to 
them !  But  there  are  certain  stations  which,  though 
they  aiie,  in  common  with  every  other,  amenabte  to 
this  jurisdiction,  yet  may  be  considered,  in  an  especial 
manner,  as  answerable  to  an  higher  Court,  and  a  more 
awful  Judicature;  that  profession,  in  particular,  my 
Reverend  Brethren,  to  which  we  belong.  As  '*  we 
'^  are  workers  together  with  God,"  we  know  that  tbe 
approbation  we  shall  receive  from  Him,  in  whose 
name,  and  for  whose  sake,  we  devote  ourselves  '^  to 
^  the  furtherance  of  the  Gospel,"  will,  if  we  have  been 
diligent  in  our  calling,  and  exemplary  in  our  conduct, 
be  recompensed  with  the  most  substantial  blessings 
**  at  the  resurrection  of  the  just.  For  every  one  of 
^  us  shall  receive  his  own  reward  according  to  his  own 
"  labor.*'  The  motive  from  which  we  entered  into 
the  service  of  our  divine  Master ;  the  fervor  of  our 
prayers,  and  the  energy  of  our  exertions,  to  promote 
His  glory,  and  exalt  His  name,  will,  in  that  Court  from 
which  there  will  be  no  appeal,  direct  the  decisions  of 
the  impartial  Judge,  and  deteroiine  our  everlasting 
destiny. 

The  work  of  the  Christian  Ministry  is  the  most  irn* 
poj^tant  which  can  be  comtrntted  unto  man. — Where 
the  vigilance  and,  tbe  zeal  of  tbe  Pastor  are  duly  exer* 
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-cisedy  and  judiciously  directed,  we  see,  generaU/i  i 
progressive  increase  of  good  morals,  and  of  vital  Reli- 
gion :  where  the  work  of  the  Lord  is,  negligently,  per- 
formedi  we  invariably  perceive  a  rapid  decline  both  of 
public^  and  private,  virtue,  and  the  very  form  of  Reli- 
gion withdrawing^  perceptibly,  from  observation.  So 
essential  \%  the  unremitted  care,  and  unceasing  attention 
of  the  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  to  the  employment  upon 
which  he  has  entered  by  the  direction  of  **  the  Holy 
«  Ghosu" 

The  present  state  of  the  kingdom  is  so  awful,  and  of 
our  Church  in  particular,  so  alarming,  as  to  awaken  in 
every  considerate  mind,  the  most  serious  and  melan- 
choly reflections.  A  loud  and  a  general  call  has,  in 
consequence,  been  made  upon  us  to  exert  ourselves 
with  peculiar  energy ;  for  from  out  ministerial  labors, 
accompanied  by  the  blessings  of  Providence,  are  the 
preservation  of  the  Church,  and  the  protection  of  the 
Empire,  chiefly  expected. 

Impressed  deeply,  as  I  acknowlege  myself  to  be, 
with  the  same  conviction,  I  shall  not,  I  trust,  be  con- 
sidered wanting  in  deference  and  respect  to  this  venera- 
ble assembly — obscure  as  is  my  situation,  and  mean 
my  abilities-^by  suggesting  to  you  such  reflections  ^^ 
common  observation  supplies ;  and  you,  I  am  willing 
to  persuade  myself,  the  subject  being  so  personally  in* 
teresting  to  all  of  us— will  regard  the  motive  only  by 
which  I  am  impelled — ^^  our  own  Salvation,  and  the 
:^^  Saltation  of  all  that  hear  us/' 

That  the  Clergy  of  the  Church  of  England  consti- 
tute a  most  respecubte  body  of  men,  whether  they  are 
|>eheld  in  the  light  of  useful  Instructors,  or  considered 
in  (he  character  of  ptvatc  oitixcns,  may,  surely,  be 
.        .  affirmed 
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iJhtncd  wUhoQt  the  impuudon  of  prediiection  and 
partiaiityw  That  there  are  many  of  them  such,  is  evi- 
dent to  the  most  superficial  observation.  But  let  me 
BQt  give  offence  when  I  say,  that  the  great  defect  in  our 
character  is  an  apparent  want  of  zeal  to  promote  the 
advancement  of  Religion^  and  the  Salvation  of  man« 
kind.  If,  my  Reverend  Brethren,  you  are  disposed  to 
doubt  the  truth  of  the  observation,  let  us  look  into  our 
^verd  Churches :  let  us  see  whether  our  Congregations 
are,  in  general,  composed  of  more  than  one  half  of  our 
Parishoners :  let  us  see  whether  our  constant  commu- 
nicants are  even  one  fourth  part  of  that  congregation. 
And  then  what  account  can  be  given  of  all  who  neglect 
our  worship,  and  despise  our  instructions  ?  Let  us, 
farther,  examine  the  state  of  our  parishes*  Is  not  the 
Lord's-Day  most  astonishingly  profaned  ?  Has  not  the 
Sunday  evening  the  appearance  of  a  day  set  apart  for 
the  purposes  of  mirth  and  riot,  rather  than  of  devotion 
,and  zest  ?.  Let  us  take  a  still  nearer  view  of  the  several 
*£miiiies--r'and  there,  wbatdeplorable  ignorance  shall  we 
discover  ?  The  parents  living  in  the  utter  neglect  df 
all  Christian  duties ;  and  their  children  neither  taught  to 
love  God^  nor  to  know  Him.  The  pathetic  lamenta- 
tion which  the  Almighty  made  of  His  chosen. race,  is 
,DOt9  I  fear,  inapplicable  to  many  Christian  parishes — 
**  My  pcQpk  arc  lost  sheep,  they  go  astray,  they  turn 
.^<  away  on  the  mountains,  they  go  from  mountain  to 
•'  bill,  they  forget  their  resting  place." 

The  whole  kingdom,  dreading  the  consequences  of 

such  indifference  to  sacred  duties,  accompanied  too 

•  often  with  open  licentipusness,  turns  its  eyes  upon  ui, 

imploring  us.  "  to  give  ourselves,  wholly,  to  the  work 

^'  of  cbc  Ministry"  we  have  undertaken ;.  that,  by  the 
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influence  6f  our  example,  the  cogency  of  our  argu- 
ments, and  the  importunity  of  our  exhorutioos^  men 
may,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  be  actual  by  a  sense  of 
duty,  may  be  taught  to  fear  God,  and  disposed  to  wor* 
ship  Him;  that  they  may  be  persuaded  to  bring  up 
their  children  in  His  service,  so  that  a  prindple  of  Re« 
ligion  may  be  implanted  in  every  heart.  To  such  a 
call,  God  forbid  that  our  conduct  should  give  cause 
for  surmise,  that  we  are  inattentive,  or  indifferent  f 
Whilst  the  teachers  of  many  other  persuasions^ are  et- 
ther  openly  inculcating,  or  artfully  suggesting,  the  ina* 
tility  of  the  Establishment,  together  with  the  advantages 
of  a  change  of  Government,  may  we  be  all,  gloriously, 
distinguished  by  elucidating  with  diligence,  and  eo* 
forcing  with  power,  the .  doctrines  and  the  precepts  of 
the  Gospel!  and  then  may  we  rationally  hope,  and 
confidently  expect,  that  the  people  committed  to  our 
charge,  ^^  will  live  peaceably  in  all  godly  quietness, 
^'  honoring  the  King,"  reverencing  their  Superiors, 
and  abhorring  all  intercourse  ^^  with  them  that  are 
*'  given  to  change/* 

The  circumstances  of  a  neighboring  kingdom,  and 
more  particularly  of  its  Clergy,  here  present  them* 
selves  to  our  view.  How  niiserable  their  condition  f 
Methinks  I  see  them,  in  their  wretched  babiutionSt 
falling  prostrate  on  their  knees,  before  the  image  of 
their  Saviour*— the  only  treasure,  for  such  they,  d6» 
voutly,  esteem  it,  they  were  enabled  to  convey  in 
safety-^^imploring  Him  to  feel  the  same  compassion  for 
their  country  in  general,  and  for  their  several  parishes 
in  particular,  as  He  did  for  the  multitudes  when  He 
saw  them  on  the  mountains  of  Judea,  ^  wandering 
♦*  and  dispersed,  as  sheep  having  no  shepherd/*    The 
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Sunday  returns,  but  insiead  of  presenting  itsdfto  them, 
as  it  had  done  in  tbe  se^ison  of  their  prosperity,  ts  ^<  the 
^  Day  which  the  Lord  hath  made/*  for  the  celebrauoo' 
of  His  worship^  and  the  glory  of  His  name,  it  excites 
in  them  emotions,  whicb  we,  I  pray  God !  may  never 
experience,  the  melancholy  reflection,  that  ^^  they  aro 
^'  BO  longer  allowed  to  be  put  in  trust  with  the  Gos^ 
<<  pel,  and  to  be  laborers  togiecher  with  God.'* 

Now,  if  the  Supreme  Governor  of  the  universe,  my 

Reverend  Brethren,  "  spared   not"  the  Clergy  of  ar 

neighboring  kingdom,  *^  let  us  uke  care,  lest  He  als(» 

^*  spare  not  u^**     Let  their  suffer iags  ^^  be  ensamples 

^  to  us,  that  we  walk  noi,"  as  it  is  said,  very  «*  many 

^^  of  them  walked,*'  in  the  neglect  of  iheir  duty,  and  in 

forgetful  ness  of  God.     I  have  been  told  by  some  of 

those  unfoVtunate  men,  that  had  there  not  been  among 

(he  sacred  Order,  a  general  relaxation  in  the  discharge 

of  their   profes^onal   obligations.  Philosophy  would 

bave  hesitated  to  propose,  and  Credulity  have  reiused 

CO  embrace,  those  principles,  the  influence  of  which  hu 

occasioned  such  universal  misery^  and  deluged  their 

land  v^ith  blood.     What  evils  await  this  Church  and 

X^ation  is  known  to  Him  alone,  ^*  whodoeth  according 

^*  to  His  will,  in  the  army  of  heaven,  and  among  tbs 

^s  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  in  the  sea,  and  in  all  dccfi 

4«  pbi^t"    But  if,  by  following  the  directions  of  tbo 

^po^lle,  ^^  by  preaching  the  Word,  by  being  instant  in 

**  season,  and  out  of  season/  our  labors  will  have  so 

happy  an  influence,  and  so  blessed  an  effect,  as  to  avert 

thosie  dangers,  which,  <^  rising  at  the  first,  Hke  a  little 

^^  cloud,  no  bigger  than  a  man's  hand/*  are  now  be* 

come  so  gloomy  and  threatening,  as  to  excite  alarm  irt 

ty^y  brea$t ;  powerful  aod  additional  obligations  are 
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laid  upon  us  to  inculcate  ordef,  to  promote  content'^ 
ment,  in  a  word,  to  re  esublkh  all  the  graces  of  the 
CospcL 

I  will  not  wound  your  fcdings  by  prescniing  to  yoa 
the  loelandioly  spectacle  of  our  Churches  being  turn* 
ed  "  into  houses  of  merchandise ;"  or  what  we  shouH 
cansider  a  still  greater  profanation,  into  assemblies  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  democracy,  or  of  dissemi* 
Bating  enthusiasm.  No  I  God  of  his  mercy  avert  such 
^ils  from  this  Church  and  Nation  !  I  wiH  not  afflict 
your  souls  by  displaying  before  your  eyes,  the  wretch* 
cd,  wretched  state  to  which  the  Country  would  be,  uni* 
versally,  reduced,  were  the  preaching  in  its  genuine 
purity,  of  that  holy  Religion  which  we  profess,  to  be 
suspended  No!  fie  not  so  wroth  with  us,  O  Lord; 
kt  not  thine  anger  be  thus  manifested  against  us ! 

To  prevent  such  dreadful  calamities  depends,  we  are 
ta]d»  altogether  upon  ourselves.  If  we  dedicate  our 
iime,  and  exert  our  talents,  to  promote  a  national  re- 
formation ;  if  "  we  cry  mightily  unto  the  Lord,'*  be- 
aeecbing  Him  to  strengthen  our  zeal,  and  assist  our 
endeavors,  the  speedy  and  visible  change  which  will  be 
produced,  will  give  vigor  to  our  exertions,  and  strength 
to  our  perseverance.  And  no  season  so  auspicious  to 
a  national  reformation,  and  individual  amendment, 
could  be  chosen,  as  the  present.  The  Rich  and  the 
Great,  alarmed  with  apprehension  for  die  loss  ofiheir 
property,  unite  with  every  other  rank  of  people  in  sug- 
gesting to  us  the  necessity  of  detaching  ourselves,  alto- 
gether^ from  secular  pursuits,  and  of  keeping,  solely, 
in  pur  view,  the  nature,  and  end  of  our  professional 
obligations.  .  By  what  means  a  reformation  of  manners 
IS  to  be  produced^  is  axonsideration  of  high  import- 
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•Dcci  1  Vj'lr  thereFbre,  presume  upon  the  comhma^e 
ef  your  atieittion,  and  the  exercise  of  your  candor^ 
whilst,  in  an  unassuming  tone,  and  in  a  respect Ful 
manner,  I  lay  before  you,  as  briefly  as  I  can,  what  ap- 
pears to  every  thinking  man  to  be  indispensable  to-^ 
vards  securing  the  existence  of  the  Church,  ^nd  dbse* 
minating  the  blessings  of  the  Gospeh 
i  The  first  thing  which  is,  I  believe,  generally  consi- 
dered essential  to  the  promoting  of  this  greait  end, 
is  personal  intercourse  with  our  several  parishoners  *; 
To  know,  personally,  every  one  who  lived  in  their  sc- 
veral parishes,  and  toYisit  occasionally,  and  also  at 
stated  periods,  every  family  commuted  to  their  charge, 
formerly  constituted  a  part  of  the  employment  of  the 
Clergy.  By  these  means  the  Pastor  kne^',  and  was 
known  to,  all  bis  flock.  He  had  an  opportunity  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  their  several  wants.  And 
when  he  observed  those  committed  to  his  care  neglect* 
ing  die  Church,  or  absenting  themselves  from  the  Sa« 
crament,  he,  aflfectionately,  communicated  his  observa^ 
tions,  which  were  both  respectfully  received,  and  effi- 
caciously  regarded.  If  it  be  the  duty  of  Christians  in 
general  ^^  to  exhort  one  another  daily,"  surely  it  is 
indispensable  on  the  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  to  adopt 
ihts  most  efficacious  of  expedients,  '^  of-winning  souls: 
^'  warning  every,  man,  and  teaching  every  man  in  all 
**  wisdom,  that  we  m^y  present  every  man  perfect  ia 
"  Christ  Jesus."  And  it  would  be  our  invariable 
practice,  coUld  we  say  with  the  Apostle,  **  because  I 
«*  have  you  in  my  heart,  for  God  is  my  record,  how 

•  Vide  the  fQlWing  ^mon,  in  whkh  this  subject  is  more  panu 
suhrly  enforced* 

"  greatly 
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^'  greatly  I  loAg  after  you  all  in  the  bowels  ofJtsoM 
^  Christ*  *  We  may,  I  acknowlege^  sometiines  meet 
with  men,  who  are  so  obstinate  as  to  reject  oar  coon* 
sets,  and  so  infatuated^  as  loturn  a  deaf  ear  lootiren* 
treaties— 4>ut  such  instances  are  rare :  seldom  does  it 
happen  that  they,  etthet  by  their  hatred  or  incivility^ 
^  thus  requite  our  good  will  :*'  if  we  have  the  resolu* 
tbn  lo  persevere^  we  silence  their  objections,  and 
overcome  their  reluctance.  GeneraHy^  indeed,  they 
express  the  highest  sense  of  obligation,  and  iodoce  ua 
to  repeat  our  visits,  and  renew  our  conversation,  by 
the  appearance  of  many  of  them  in  the  house  of  God. 
When  we, have  qnce  prevailed  with  them  to  attend  the 
Church,  the  chief  obstacle  to  our  success  is  removed^ 
and  we  are  encouraged  *^  to  go  on  our  way  rejoicing;** 
as  travellers,  journeying  through  a  mountainous  coun- 
try, feel  a  solace  to  their  toils,  and  a  compensation  fof 
their  labor,  by  the  several  scenes,  which^  presenting 
themselves  in  quick  succession,  at  once  enrapture  the 
fancy, and  delight  the  eye*. 

There  is  no  part  of  our  ministerial  vocation^  which 
so  eminently  conduces  to  edification,  and  ^*  instruct 
^^  tion  in  righteousness,"  as  free  and  unreaerved  con^ 
versation  more  especially  with  our  inferiors.  Men  am 
brought  either  by  grievous  disappointment,  severe  ca* 
lamity,  orserbus  reflection  to  determine  upon  a  change 
of  life.  Now  if  there  be  not,  previously,  some  perso- 
nal intercourse  with  their  Minister,  they  very  naturally 

*  On  kar  psrie,  (sayi  the  excellent  Bishop  of  Nitouet }  d*0D  Dies 
inconnuy  Sc  ils  te  coulent ;  on  leur  precbe  sa  bontc,  Se  ilt  I'aiment; 
sa  verite>  Sr  ils  la  croyent ;  ^a  puisiance,  &  ils  la  craigoent ;  ses  pro- 
messes,  k  ilsy  esperent ;  saloij  &  i!slapratiquenr. 

See  Sermon  Pour  le  jour  des  Roil. 
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conclude  ikit  he  doth  not  feel  much  interested  in  their 
Salvation  i  they,  therefore,  apply  to  people  of  other 
persuasfoAs ;  and  fro»  that  period,  such  men,  if  my 
observation  have  not  been  very  erroneous,  generally 
cease  to  be  members  of  the  Church  of  England.  To 
prevail  with  us  to  use,  as  we  promised  at  our  Ordina^ 
(ion,  ^  not  only  public  but  private  monitions,"  it  need 
only  be  suggested  to  us,  that  many  who  smart  under  the 
tash  of  justice,  and  many  who  have,  by  the  forfeiture 
of  their  lives,  expiated  their  offences  against  society, 
have  bitterly  complained,  and  grievously  lamemed  that, 
whilst  they  were  running  their  ignominious  career, 
their  Pastor  never  interrupted  them  in  their  hasty  pur« 
suit,  never  ^^  warned  them  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
^<  come,"  never  exhorted  them  to  ^^  acquaint  them<* 
•*  selves  with  God,  and  be  at  peace/*  Now  what 
stronger  argument  can  be  urged  to  prevail  with  us  to 
visit  the  several  parts  oF  our  parish,  not  only  at  stated 
times,  but  also  whenever  occasion  suggests,  and  neces«^ 
sity  requires,  as  the  awful  reflection,  that  many  souls  go 
into  eternity,  without  being  shewn  by  him  who  was  ap-» 
pointed  to  watch  over  them,  the  heinousness  of  sin,  and 
the  necessity  of  Religion;  without  being  conjured  and 
importuned  to  practise  the  duties,  that  they  may  expe* 
rience  the  consolations,  of  the  Gospel?  Blessed  God! 
with  what  face  shall  we  meet  these  souls  at  thy  tribu« 
nal  {  A  favorite  plant,  or  a  curious  shrub,  we  water 
with  care,  and  watch  with  solicitude,  protecting  it  from 
the  inclemency  of  seasons,  from  the  killing  frost,  and 
the  scorching  heat ;  we  assist  its  growth,  and  support 
Its  strength,  delighted  to  see  it  flourish.  May  the  Sal- 
vation of  our  people,  in  like  manner,  engage  all  our 
care,  and  employ  all  our  solicitude !     ^  Son  of  marr^ 

*«  I  have 


Digitized  by 


Google 


5 1  ft  A'  Vi^tatim  SkrM^* 

^  I  have  set  thee  a  watchman  unto  the  house  ofl^rad^ 
^  therefore  hear  the  word  at  ray  moutbf  and  give  them 
*^  warning  from  me.  If  thou  dost  not  speak  to  warn 
^  the  wicked  from  his  wicked  way>  he  shall  die  in  his 
^^  iniquity^  but  his  blood  will  I  require  at  thine  hand* 
^  But  if  thou  warn  the  wicked^  and  he  turn  not  from 
•*  his  wickedriess,  thou  hast  delivered  thy  soul/* 

The  auention  of  the  Clergy  has  often>  though  ineffec- 
tually^ been  called  to  the  revival  of  a  custom  almost 
generally  laid  aside,  except  for  a  few  Sundays  at  one 
reason  of  the  year — the  catechising  of  the  children,  and 
young  people,  in  their  several  parishes.  To  this  strai^e^ 
unaccountable,  and,  forgive  me  when  I  say,  unpar^ 
donable  neglect,  is  to.  be  attributed  the  extreme-  igno- 
rance of  Religion  which  so  generally  prevails  through* 
out  our  congregations^  For  to  prepare  discourses  level 
to  such  uncultivated  minds,  to  enli^ten  them  with 
wisdom>  and  inform  them  with  understanding,  requires 
the  prpfoundest  judgment,  and  the  nicest  observation. 
Not  .'^having  been  brought  up  in  the  wny  they  should 
^  go,"  they  take  no  delight  in  reading  the  Scriptures,  and 
acquainting  themselves  widi  the  conditions  oa  which 
God  will  accept  their  services,  and  pardon  their  trans* 
gressions ;  so  that  when,  to  elucidate  our  arguments^ 
we  have  recourse  to  allusions  which  the  sacred  writings 
so  frequently,  and  so  strikingly,  present,  our  hearers^ 
instead  of  deriving  instruction,  have  only  a  faint,  and 
imperfect,  idea  of  the  truths  we  would  convey,  and  we 
have  the  raoriificaiion  of  being  disappointed  in  our  en- 
deavors, cither  to  convince  their  understandings,  or  to 
persuade  their  affections.     Permit  me,  my  Reverend 
•Brethren,  to  say,  that  to  facilitate  and  accomplish  so 
desirable  an  end,  ^e  should  distribute  among  them  easy 
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catechetical  expositions  \  and  should  attach  them  to  ni 
with  Respect,  and  to  their  duty  with  delight,  by  sotDc« 
times  presenting  them  with  small  pecuniary  rewards. 
By  which  means  we  shall  excite  in  them  a  very  com- 
mendable emulation :  they  will,  amply^  reward  our  la- 
bors by  their  regular  attendance  on  the  service  of  the 
Church,  and  by  their  receiving  with  undersunding, 
when  they  arrive  at  maturer  years,  the  Sacrament  of 
the  LordVSupper  t. 

In  the  public  discharge  of  our  duty,  serious  reflec- 
tion, and  unaffected  piety  are  indispensable.  The' 
morning  service  is  so  long,  and  our  congregations  so 
accustomed  to  hear  it  read,  that  if  it  is  either  perform- 
ed with  irreverent  haste,  or  tedious  slowness — for  both 
are  equally  injudicious,  and  equally  reprehensible — 
we  cannot  wonder,  that  many^  when  attention  is  not 
excited,  and  devotion  inspired  by  the  reading  of  it, 
should  so  often  absent  themselves  from  its  celebrafion. 
On  the  contrary,  when  the  service  is  performed  with 
solemnity,  when  the  ardor  of  devotion  is  enkindled  by 
the  Minister,  and  communicated  to  the  Gon]^tegation; 
when  the  same  spirit  of  piety  pervades  the  whole  as-^^ 
aembly,  then  it  is,  that  our  Churches  ar$  frequented 

*  ''  The  Church  Catechism  brbke  mto  thort  qoesthms''  wooM  be 
very  mefol^  and  might,  at  a  very  eat/  expenc^,  be  4ism);^tfd 
amoog  the  children  of  the  |ower  plaM  of  peoplff. 

f  It  were  moch  to  be  wished  where  the  Sacraipeot  is  administer- 
ed at  only  three  or  four  seasons  of  the  year,  that  it  should,  invari- 
ably,  be  administered  on  two  successive  Sundays  or  Festivals,  in 
order  that  every  person  in  every  family,  not  only  the  master  and 
aistress,  but  every  part  of  the  household,  whether  son  or  daughterj 
inmate^  man-servant  or  maid-servanti  arrived  at  maturity,  might 
have  the  op^rtunity  of  receiving  it. 

Vol.111.  LI  wii|| 
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V^h  delig^tj  that  the  reading  of  God*s  word  is  heard 
vutb.  revereajt  attencioDy  the  prayers  offered  up  witb 
pio^s  fervor,  and  the  thanksgivings  with  holy  joy* 
Most  devoutly  is  it  to  be  wished  that  our  congregv* 
tioni,  invariably,  exhibited  such  a  scene ;  that  they  da 
ikox^  is  a  just  cause  of  reproach ;  and  it  is  iocumbent  on 
IJs,  as  it  depeads  on  Us  alone,  to  remove  it. 

When  we  consider  the  learning  and  talents  of  w|ueh 
the  Clergy  are,  in  general,  possessed,  it  excites  surprise 
andiameatation,  that,  w  the  principal  part  of  their 
]profession|  in  preaching  the  holy  word,  so  very  few 
^uld  arrive  at  excellence*  Now  the  Pulpit  beii^ 
the  only  public  theatre  of  a  Clergyman's  cxbihitiony 
and  the  success  with  which  he  performs  his  duty  in  it 
being  of  the  utmost  consetjuence  to  mankind-^em* 
bracing  the  welfare  of  individual* , .  the  comfort  of  &• 
milieS)  the  Salvation  of  the  world**-it  might,  naturally^ 
be  expected  ihat  he  would  devote  a  considerable  part 
of  his  leisure  towards  the  cuitivation  of  an  art,  ^cb| 
*^unless  he  is  promoted  tq  high  dignity  in  the  churchy 
oris  fiot'^only  enabled^  buit  also  disposed  to  live  ifde^ 
pendently  of  his  profession, — ke  is  so  frequently  ob^ 
liged  to  exercise  *.  .Wi(;h  the  knawlege  peculiar  to  his 
callings  and  with  all  the  collateral  branches  of  it,  be 
ma/  be,  ihoroughl/i  converiaott  yet  if  he  k«ft  not 
teamed  (o  addreis  his  auditors  m  sudl  a  mmntfa*  witt 
arrest  their  attentton,  h^  %  in  iht  Ap6Hte*a  iMgosger 
<^  Iittte  better  than  sounding  hrass,  tt  at  (mklih]g  tytq« 

*  Le  pK^tfe  qui  vit  splendidemcpt  parmi  det  granges  richctiet| 
^  ocpendant  ne  preohe  point,  rcnemble  a  one  l^nterne  doree,  oa  i( 
9'X  a  point  de  cbsodeUc* 

See  teimoo  7th  of  Da  Modii^La  premicze  t)ecade. 
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"  bal/*  A  pilot  may  acquire  a  general  knowlege  of 
the  several  creeks  and  shoals  which  he,  occasionally, 
visits;  but  his  skill  will  be  exerted,  and  his  talents  em* 
ployed,  in  discovering  thp  soundings  of  those  harbors 
vhich  constitute  his  business,  and  from  which  be  de* 
rives  his  subsistence. 

In  the  general  ipanner  of  explaining,  and  enforcing 
the  word  of  God,  some  improvement,  it  cannot  bcf  dis- 
sembledy  might  be  made.  A  Christian  auditory  ex* 
pects,  and  demands,  exhortations  fraught  with  Chris* 
tian  principles,  and  enforced  with  Christian  arguments^ 
If  what  we  deliver  is  not  "  the  law  of  the  Lord  con- 
**  verting  the  sour*— —however  original  may  be  tb^ 
thought,  lucid  the  arrangement,  and  eloquent  the  ex* 
pression— -however  happy  we  may  be  in  all  the  insinua* 
tion  of  address,  and  the  graces  of  elocution— ouf 
hearers  will  return  from  the  house  of  God  disappomte^ 
in  their  expectations,  because  unedified  in  their  minds^ 
To  such  preachers  may  be  applied  the  language  of  Su 
Paul — — *'  thou  verily  givcst  thanks  well,  but  the 
**  hearer  is  not  edified/* 

The  subjects  which  are,  generally,  insisted  on  in  tfaq 
Church,  are  not,  if  we  are  to  judge  from  the  effects^ 
sufficiently  interesting.  Our  preachings  to  be  efficaci* 
ous,  must  be,  <*  in  den^onstration  of  the  spirit,  and  of 
^*  power."  The  characterisftic  of  the  Gospel  is,  that 
<^  it  is  quick  and  powerful,  and  sharper  than  any  two* 
«(  edged  sword;"  but  if  it  have  failed  to  awaken  tha 
iboughtlessg  to  alarm  the  impenitent,  to  reclaim  the  vi*% 
cious,  will  it  not  be  surmised,  that  we  have  been  want« 
ing  either  in  judgment,  or  industry,  in  the  applicatioiv 
of  it  ?  A  sagacious  husbandman,  who  has  been  disap« 
pointed  of  a  cropi^  considers  mirl^tber  his  land  was  pro« 

L  1  ft  pcrly 
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perly  tilled,  and  whether  the  grain  he  sowed  was  conge- 
nial  to  the  soil :  if  he  has  been  mistaken,  he  spares  no 
pains  to  meliorate  the  ground ;  he  exercises  all  his  skill 
in  selecting  the  seed  for  a  future  harvest. 

The  morning  of  the  Lord's  Day  is,  usually^  appro- 
priated to  the  ofHce  of  preaching ;  but  it  is  to  be  la- 
mented  that  no  public  instruction  is,  throughout  a 
great  part  of  the  kingdom — not  even  in  some  consider* 
able  towns— given  from  the  pulpit  in  the  afternoon. 
The  consequence  is,  that  our  Churches,  during  that 
part  of  the  day,  are  very  generally  neglected.  Where 
no  afternoon  sermon  was  instituted,  it  was  presumed, 
that  the  Minister  would  catechize  the  younger  part  of 
the  auditory,  and  explain  some  portion  of  the  Cate- 
chism. God  grant  that  every  Clergyman  may,  indivi- 
dually, be  disposed  to  deliver  during  evening  service, 
either  catechetical  Lectures,  or  explain  the  Epistle  and 
Gospel,  or  the  Psalms,  or  Lessons !  or  what  would 
perhaps  be  productive  of  the  greatest  good,  to  harmonize 
and  illustrate  the  four  Evangelists  !  We  should  by  so 
doing,  it  is  true,  impose  on  ourselves  a  certain  degree 
of  study  and  application;  but  should  we  not  be,  thereby, 
improving  ourselves  in  the  science  of  Salvation  ?  And 
lurhen  every  one  of  us  **  shall  receive  his  own  reward 
**  according  to  his  own  labor**— do  we  think  that  we 
shall  then  have  cause  to  lament,  that  we  have  devoted 
t\xx  time,  and  applied  our  ulents,  towards  building  up 
moral  creatures  in  our  most  holy  faith,  and  making 
them,  as  is  our  bounden  duty,  ^  wise  unto  Salvation  ?" 
Besides,  my  Reverend  Brethren,  is  it  thought  by  those 
who  dissent  from  us,  that  we  discharge  our  duty,  when 
we  know,  and  cannot  but  know,  that  if  we  adopted 
iome  such  plan  as  that  which  I  have  presumed  to  sug- 
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^stf  we  should  provide  instruction  for  ignorance  anil 
induce  very  many  to  attend  the  Ghuroh,  instead  of  loi^ 
tering  at  home,  or  wandering  in  the  fields,  or  mispendt 
ing  their  time»  and  misapplying  their  moneys  in  all  the 
excesses  of  intemperance  1  It  is  from  the  want  of  some 
instruction  in  the  afternoon  of  the  Lord's  Day,  that  30 
many  are  led  to  attach  themselves  to  othor.  Comii|U« 
nions.  Shall  we  not  stand  much  higher  in  ihe  estima« 
lion  of  society-^shall  we  not  be  considered  j9K>re  gene^ 
rally  usefuljby  ^  preaching  in  season,  and  out  of  sea- 
^^  son"— -not  only  as  the  Canons  of  the  Church  pre* 
Kribe,  or  the  customs  of  the  country  authorize^  bi|t  as 
neces^ty  demands^  and  conscience  enforces  ?  Then 
will  it  be  evident  to  all  men  that  ^^  we  do  it  for  the 
<<  Gospel's  sake;  and  that  we  are,  indeed^  laborers  to-* 
**  gether  with  Goi" 

I  am  ashamed,  to  have  so  long  exercised  your 
patience.  But  as  I  have  before  acknowleged  my- 
self to  be,  from  ^^  the  signs  of  the  times,**  exceedingly 
alarmed  for  the  preservation  of  the  Church,  and  the 
interesuof  the  Gospel ;  under  such  impression  I  have 
addressed  you  with  freedom^  and  have  suggested  what 
appears  to  me  as  essential  to  be,  gener.ally9  adopted  by 
^  Clergy  throughout  the  whole  kingdom,  in  order  to 
preserve  the  very  existence  of  the  Church ;  in  which  I 
comprehend  the  happiness  of  society,  and  the  blessings 
of  Salvation. 

Permit  me,  in  conclusion,  to  repeat  to  you,  and  to 
inscribe  in  indelible  characters  upon  your  hearts,  that 
we  are  all  called  upon  by  the  nation  at  large  to  exen 
ourselves  in  our  profesuon  with  peculiar  diligence;  to 
signalize  our  attachment  to  the  Church,  and  our  con* 
cern  for  Religioni  by  laboring  more  abundantly^  than 
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ife  have  hitbtrlo  done,  in  the  work  of  the  LonL 
Permk  me  to  repeat  to  you,  that  we  are  exhorted  by 
every  tongue9  and  conjured  by  every  pen,  **  to  lay 
<*  aside   every    weight,**  cveiy  engagement,    which^ 
however  tawfut  it  may  be  in  itself,  is  now  considered  as 
by  »io  means  expedient,  if,  in  appearance  owXy^  it 
interfbre  \fi  the  smallest  degree  with  the  discharge  of 
our  ecclesiastical  fiinction.-^M any  wise  and  good  men 
have  expressed  the  most  alarming  apprehensions,  that 
if  we  d6  not  ^^  tftke  especial  heed  to  the  ministry  we 
^'  have  received  in  the  Lord  to  fulfil  it,"  there  will  be 
i  speedy  overthrow^  first  of  the  Church,  and  then  a 
general  wreck  of  the  Constitution.     Shouki  that  day 
ieome  upon  us^  ^^  all  hands  will  then  be  faint,  and  every 
^^'  man*s  heart  will  melt,  and  we  shall  all  be  afraid: 
^<  pangs  and  sorrows  will  take  hold  of  us;  we  shall  be 
•*  amasedone  atanother/*    What  should  we  think  of 
the  prudence  of  a  man,  who,  occupying  ao  house 
which  he  was  told  by  all  bis  neighbors  must,  from  their 
observation  of  the  out-walls  giving  way,  unavcMdaUy 
fall,  should,  either  through  indolence,  or  obstinacy, 
continue  in  it,  disregardii^  their  information,  and  de- 
spising thdr  warnings,  and  should  at  last,  eidier  bebu« 
lied  in  the  ruins,  or  with  difficulty  escape  ?    '*  I  speak 
¥  as  to  wise  men,  judge  ye  what  I  say,"  and  deter- 
snine  for  yourselves.     Auspicious  woukl  it  be  to  the 
welfare  of  society,  and  the  interests  of  Religion,  if 
every  patron  would  consider  himself  as  hoMing  patro* 
mge  in  trust,  nqt  for  the  perverted  purpose  of  enrich* 
ing  his  6wn  family,  of  conferring  a  favor,  or  of  ae- 
knowleging  an  obligation ;  but  from  the  exalted  prtfi« 
ciple  of  promoting  the  moral  edification,   and  the 
everlasting  happiness  of  mankiad.    Happy  for  this 
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Church  and  Nation^  if  every  Cler^man  would  consi* 
dcr' himself  as  appointed  to  the  care  of  a  pacisl^^  solely 
that  he  may  carry  into  e£Fect  the  original  design  of  the 
ioititution  of  a  Christian  Minijtryi  which  is^  to  ^^  con- 
^  vert  sinners  from  the  error  of  their  way^,  and  to  t^m 
^  many  to  righteousness  ;'*  tp  the  ead  that  his  flock 
may  ail  ^'  be  followers  of  the  Lqrd^"  and  also  become 
^<  ensamples  to  all  around  them  !"  Happy,  inexpres- 
sibly  happy  for  himself,  if,  through  his  ministry,  ^^  the 
•*  God  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  ofglpry, 
^'  gives  unto  them  the  spirit  of  wisdom  -,  the  eyes  of 
^^  their  understanding  being  enlightened,  so  that  their 
^' faith  groweth  exceedingly,  and  the  charity  of  every 
^<  one  of  them  all  towards  each  other  aboundeib!"  Is 
this,  my  Reverend  Brethren,  thcittalc  of  our  parishes? 
If  it  be,  Jet  us  ^^conunue  to  do  the  work  of  ^e  Lord 
^*  diUgently  *,"  evincing  by  our  labors,  that  we  werCf 
OS  we  declared  ourselves  to  be,  '*  moved  by  the  Holy 
^^  Ghost  to  take  upon  ourselves  such  office  and  admi** 
♦*  nistratioa."  But  if  all  be  otherwise — if  those  cQip- 
mittcd  to  our  charge  have,  through  o^ur  ministry,  ^^  rjer 
**  oeivcd  the  Grace  of  God  in  vain" — if  we  have,  been 
such  n^ligent  ahd  slothful  Pastors,  as  iq  suffer  the^i*  tp 

*  Que  fais.je  (says  the  inimitable  Flechier)  des  talens  que  Diea 
m't  donnez  ?  Tout  scrviteur  oisif  sera  traitei  comme  coupable  ; 
les  Pharisiens  couroient  la  terrei  Sc  Ics  mers  pour  aller  faire  un  Pro« 
selyte,  la  charite  ne  peut.elle  faire  en  moi  ceque  la  vanit6  faisoit  en 
eoY  ?  c'tet  une  etoile  qui  les  guide  a  la  vigne  du  Seigneur  pour  y 
travailler ;  cependant  on  demeure  oisifi  8t  Ton  ne  semble  tenir  a 
Pegliie  que  par  Phonneur  qu'  on  en  reooiti  ou  par  le  bien  qu'  on  en 
retire.  Sec.    Sec  Vol.  I.  Sermon  Pour  le  jour  des  Rois. 

The  last  thought  is,  eloquently,  expanded  in  the  first  Sermon  of 
Dr.  White's  Bampton  Lectures. 
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entangle  themselves  in  the  wiles  of  sin,  without  using 
our  every  effort  to  extricate  them  from  the  dan^,  and 
preserve  them  from  the  punishment  of  it,  assuredly  it 
will  be  said  to  us,  ^'  why  didst  thou  preach  my  laws, 
^^  and  take  my  Covenant  in  thy  mouth  ?" 

God  of  his  mercy  grant  that  every  l^inister  of  the 
Gospel  may,  in  that  great  day  of  the  Lc»rd^  be  able  to 
present  all  the  souls  entrusted  to  his  care,  to  the  Al« 
liiighty  Judge  in  these  words  of  consolation— **  Behold 
^^  the  flock  of  which  I  was  overseer^  and  of  all  those 
^<  at  any  time  committed  to  my  charge,  not  one  is  lost! 

Holy  Spirit!  Thou  who  inspiredst  the  first  Preachers 
of  the  Gospel  with  wisdom,  and  enabledst  them  by 
their  reasonings  to  convince,  and  by  their  exhortations 
to  persuade^  accompany^  if  it  be  thy  gracious  will^  with 
power,  and  with  efficacy,  the  discourse  which  I  have 
now  delivered^  that,  instead  of  betoming  a  subjea  of 
scandal,  it  may  be  reteived  ^^  as  a  savor  of  life  unto 
^<  life,'*  by  every  Minister  to  whom  it  hath  been  ad- 
dressed. And  grant,  that  it  may  impress  on  the  minds 
bf  our  several  hearers,  now  assembled  in  this  holy  Tern* 
pie,  the  conviction,  that  we  are  all,  anxiously,  interest- 
ed in  their  welfare,  and  diat  ^<  we  watch  for  their  souls, 
^  as  they  that  must  give  account !''    Am£n. 
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THE  D&TY  AND  ADVANTAGES  OF  PASTORAL 

VISITS. 

f   ACTS   XX.    20, 

/  kept  back  nothing  that  was  profitable  unto  you,  but  have 
shewed  youy  and  have  taught  you  publicly^  and  from 
bouse  to  bouse. 

^THHE  prevailing  indisposition^  among  many  who 
^  call  themselves  Christians,  to  worship  God  m 
the  congregation  of  the  saints,  is  an  evil  which  aflfects 
cVjcry  thinking,  and  every  serious,  mind,  with  unspeak* 
able  concern.  When  we  look  back,  and  observe  how, 
rapidly,  this  indisposition  to  the  celebration  of  public 
worship  has  been  diffused  even  throughout  all  orders 
of  society — when  we  look  forwards,  and  anticipate  the 
consequences  which  must,  inevitably,  result  from  such 
unpardonable  ingratitude,  and  such  daring  perverse* 
liess,  the  heart  of  the  stoutest  man  must  fail 

Would  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  perceiving 
the  magnitude  of  the  evil— and  instead  of  contem* 
plating  it  with  frigid  indifference^  or  hopeless  resist* 

*  Never  bcfiwe  printed.  PMidicd  at  die  VisittliMi  in  the  Church 
of  Hrtjr  Riod,  SMthftoipM^  Jane  ijt  iloj. 
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ance — impress  their  hearty  and  animate  their  soobi 
ii?ith  the  means  which  its  6rst  preachers  pursued  lo 
accomplish  their  glorious  object^  the  conversion  of 
the  world  to  the  Christian  ^ai^h ;  the  seductions  of 
pleasure,  and  the  inveteracy  of  habit  would,  progres-^ 
sively,  give  way  to  the  force  of  argument^  and  the 
gendeness  of  persuasion.  For  if  they,  who  first  pro- 
Hjulged  the, glad  tidings  of  Salvation,  inipressed  the 
niind  of  the  Jew  with  the  conviction  of  the  truth  of 
the  Gospel,  by  the  evidence  of  prophecy,  and  of  the 
Gentile,  by  the  attestation  of  miracles — we  their  sue* 
cessors,  actuated  by  the  same  principle,  and  encou* 
raged  by  the  $ame  reward,  tnay  devoutly  hope,  that 
we  ^hall  not  be,  altogether,  pnsuccesaful  in  our  at* 
tempts  to  persuade  those  to  call  upon  the  name  of  the 
I^rd,  who,  although  they  have  not  renounced  the 
Providenccj  seem  regardless  of  the  bIe$singS|  of  the 
Almighty. 

^  To  the  Law  then  and  to  the  testimony"  we  must 
have  recourse-rby  the  records  of  the  Gospel  we  must 
hcjdirected — if  we  would,  successfully,  teach  **  Gods 
<^'waya  uqto  the  wicked,'Vand  be  the  happy  instru- 
ments of  ^^  converting  sinners  unto  him."  The  Aposdeg 
ye  see,  addresses  the  elders  of  Miletus  in  the  most 
lolemjQi«  and  affectings  manner,  appealing  to  themi 
whether  be  had  not  tayght  them,  ^'  not  only  publicly, 
^  but  also  from  house  to  house" — ^whether  be  had 
Dot  illustrated  and^nforced  in  their  several  dwellings, 
the  evidences ^and  the- doctrines  whieh  he  had  adduced 
and  pnppounded  in  the  public  asserabUes — ^in  order 
that  he  might,  thereby,  more  strikingly  convince 
their  underst^ndi^jis  of  ithe.tr<atfa,  and  more.powcr« 
fully  engage  their  IiMti&in^Atejitfi^cfit^ofKjiir^^ita^ 
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getical  precepts?  ^  I  k«pt  back  nothing  that  was 
^  profitable  unto  you,  but  have  shewed  you,  and 
^  have  taught  you  publicly^  and  fron  boose  to 
<«  bouse.'* 

I  shall  not)  I  hope^  be  thought  to  deviate  ftom  tbt 
design  oF  this  solemnity,  nor  be  considered,  as  dio 
tatiDg,  in  the  remotest  degree,  to  the  learned,  and  v€« 
nerable,  assembly,  I  have  the  honor  to  address,  bf 
directing  your  attention  to  a  subject  whkh  bas  Idng 
appeared  to^me,  oF  all  others  the  most  likely  to  rendw 
us  able  supporters  of  the  Established,  and  useful  mi* 
nisters  in  the  Christian,  Church — X  mean,  by  viatttng 
our  respective  parishes  from  house  to  bouse,  in  ordov 
that,  by  **  our  private  ministration  ♦,"  we  may  awaken 
the  careless  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  and  encourage  tte 
well-disposed  to  perseverance  in  it. 

The  necessity  oF  doing  this,  will,  I  am  perauadad^ 
instantly  appear,  by  taking,  a  survey  of  the  ae^enl 
people  committed  to  our  charge.  Of  the  evidence^ 
of  the  genius,  of  the  doctrines  of  die  Gospel,  mao^ 
have  not  even  an  indistinct  idea.  In  the  roaparda 
promised  to  the  obedience,  and  in  the  punisbautits 
denounced  against  die  transgression,  of  its  heavcaljr 
laws,  they  seem  to  ftel  little^  or  no  personal,  inteMSt; 
Kor  can  we  be  surprieed.  They  live  in  a-  geneni  $kh 
sence  from  public  wortlrip^  in  the  babkual  ne^ea  of 
Ae  divine  4hrdinances,  and  in  the  nni&rrn  profkna^ 
don  of  the  holy  sabbath.  The  question  which  hero 
ftcurs  to  us,  my  brethren,  is  simply  tbis-*-^Is  Salvation 
«.  blessing  ?  If  it^be,  ought  not  those  souls  to  be  par» 
takers  of  it  i    Bi|t  how  are  \hty  to  obtain  it  ^    If 
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tbey  cannot  hear^  as  the  Apoitle  speaks^  ^^  without 
^  a  preacher ;"  and  if  they  do  not  auend  upon  the 
preacher,  vhat  dbes  reason,  independent  of  Revela* 
tion — independent  of  that  ardor  which  a  clergyman^ 
instinctively,  feels  for  the  Salvation  of  his  flock — sug> 
gest  upon  this  occasion  ?    Surely  that  we  visit  them 
at  home,  that  we  convince  them  of  the  necessity  of 
waiting  upon  God  in  His  own  bouse;  that  we  le* 
move  their  excuses,  and  alarm  them  with  the  awful 
apprehension,  that,  whilst  they  continue  in  their  un* 
holy  state,  they  are  the  objects  of  God*s  displeasure. 
If  their  Salvation  be  our  primary  concern ;  if  we  are 
aoUcitoUs  to  extricate  them  from  the  snares  of  sin  in 
which  tbey  have  got  enungled;  we  shall  adopt  the 
most  probable  exp^ient  of  shewing  them  the  dan« 
ger  of  their  situation;  and  what  expedient  promises 
such  abundant  success,  as  the  visiting  of  them  in 
their  own  dwellings;  appearing  in  our  proper  cha* 
racter,   to   ^'  strengthen  the  diseased,  to  heal  thai 
<f  which  is  sick,  to  bind  up  that  which  is  broken,  to 
^  bring  again  that  which  is  driven  away,  and  to  seek 
^^  that  which  is  lost  ?''    Now  of  those  vast  numben 
who  absent  themselves  from  the  house  of  God,  we 
shall  be  surprized  to  find,  that  many  are  influenced 
by  the  mere  power  of  habit ;  that  they^  upon  some 
very  ridiculous  occasion,  ceased  to  ^*  visit  the  habi« 
^^  tation  of  God's  house*'— -and  that,  their  culpable 
absence  passing  unnoticed  by  their  pastor,  they  insen- 
sibly lost  all  love  to  His  courts;  and  tbus/^  going 
^'  on,"  some  of  them  at  least,  ^^  from  one  wickcd- 
•1  fl^j  to  another,''  they  lived,  in^e  end,  *«  without 
«*  God  in  the  world,"  neither  supplicating  Him  as  ihdr 
Preserver,  adoring  Him  if  thdr  Redeemer,  nor  diead* 
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rng  Him  as  their  Judge.  By  appealing  to  their  rea- 
soDj  by  a^^akening  their  fears  of  punishment,  by  ex- 
citing their  desires  of  happiness,  the  cause  of  God 
vill  be  again  triumphant;  they  will  again,  greatly 
to  our  satisfaction,  and  their  own  interest,  join  in 
the  prayers  and  praises  of  the  Church,  and  will  at- 
tend  to  our  discourses,  as  men  anxious  to  foe  led  into 
the  paths  of  Salvation. 

I  will  presume  upon  the  continuance  of  your  atten* 
den,  whilst  I  attempt  to  shew  more  particularly  the 
mighty  advantages  to  be  derived  from,  occasionally, 
visiting  our  respective  flocks. 

The  first  advantage  I  shall  mention  is,  that  the 
Lord's  Day  will  assume  an  appearance  more  becom- 
iijg  its  transcendent  holiness.  With  many  of  the 
lower  class  of  people,  Sunday  is  a  day  of  dissipation. 
Some  houses  of  entertainment,  it  is  well  known^ 
receive  more  company  of  that  description,  and  ex* 
hibit  more  disgraceful  scenes  of  riot  and  imtempe* 
ranee,  on  that  day,  than  on  any  other  in  the  week. 
And  the  Lord's  Day,  instead  of  being,  as  it  ought  to 
be,  to  all  families  a  blessing,  is,  to  some,  I  tremble 
whilst  I  pronounce  it!  a  curse.  The  parents  and 
masters  not  being  confined  by  their  secular  employ- 
ments, and  not  attending  public  worship,  hasten  with 
impatience,  to  the  society  of  those  who  are  as  proffi* 
gate  as  themselves;  and  regardless  of  the  wants  of 
their  families  at  home,  they  not  only  expend  their 
money,  but  corrupt  their  principles,  and  thus  become 
odious  to  themselves,  and  reproachful  to  their  Chris* 
tian  profession,  living  in  forgetfuloess,  perhaps  in  con- 
tempt of  the  Being,  from  whom  <*  they  have  received 
^  life^  and  bread),  and  all  things,^    Whereas,  if  men 
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are  once  persuaded  to  aitendt  together  with  their 
ho^sboldst  the  public  worahtp  of  Almighty  God^  tbejr 
vil)  $<^n  karn  to  esteem  the  Lord's  Day  a»  iBstttoted 
to  promote  Hk  ^lory^  and  their  own  Salvatioiu 
They  will  employ  a  part  of  their  leisure  in  acquaint* 
iHg  themselves  with  the  nature  and  the  will  of  God» 
as  revealed  \n  His  holy  word^  and  in  communicating 
a  knowlege  of  it  to  their  families :  instead  of  coo* 
Diving  at,  perhaps  encouragiag,  their  children  in  the 
most  abominable  excesses  on  that  day,  they  will  warn 
them  by  precept^  against  the  sacrilegious  pro&nation, 
and  engage  them  by  example,  to  the  devout  observance 
of  it. 

If  then  this  single  advantage  would  arise  from  visie* 
ing  our  parisboners  from  house  to  house,  I  may, 
without  the  apprehension  of  incurring  your  displea* 
sure,  appeal  to  yourselves,  whether  it  does  not  be* 
come  a  part  of  our  ministerial  duty,  which  we  are 
bounds  by  the  most  siolemn  obli^tions^  religiously  to 
fulfil? 

Among  thoae  who  attend  public  worship^  theie  is 
a  very  small  proportion  who  celebrate  the  Sacrament  of 
^  Lord*s  Supper.  Now  by  visiting  them  personalty^ 
when  we  enforce,,  in  our  conversation,  the  necessity 
9f  the  duty,  they  relate  their  sentiment^  of  the  nature 
pf  the  Ordinance^  they  urge  their  objections;^  and  ex« 
iff^^  their  fears  of  receiving  it  unworthily^  Thus  we 
have  an  opportunity  of  making  them  better  acquainted 
with  the  tendency  and  importance  of  the  doeurine—of 
^r^ading  them  to  a  radical  amendment  of  their  hves» 
if  they  are,  openly^  addicted  to  sin— in  order  thatdiey 
inay  tte  prepared  to  conuv^nj^prate  their  Rcdemptmn 
in  the  way  app^mted  by  the  Author  of  it^  and  if  they 
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are  un4er  tbe  impfession  of  scrupulous  fears; — ^if  ihcf 
ace  afraid  of  eaiing  or  drinkiog  judgmeur  to  jthenif 
ielves^^we  cao<  di^el  their  appnshen$ioQfr  and  cpfo^ 
fort  their  souls,  and  thus  communicate  the  enUyeniog 
tiessiiigg  Qf  the  Gospel,,  which  are  contemned  hy  inlit 
delky^  overlooked  by  ]odiffe9^oce|.  and  rejecte4^  b^ 
MperstilioB. 

If  the  CoQHliai^d  delivered  by  pur  Bje^ed  Lon) 
ya  the  iQi^tiiution  of  the  Sacrament  U  gpnerai^  and  ta 
t^  imposed  upon  alt,  who  ai^  called  by  His  name^  and 
profess  bi#  Religfon^;  if  i(  be— as  we  are  tay^u, 
from  Hi^own  wordi,  ^  to  Mievei^  is-<- indispensable 
|o  Salvatloa ;  surely  it'  is  iMUftbent  on  U&  to  ess 
^lain  the  natuce^  and  ui^ge  the  obligation^  of  k  upon 
fU,  a«  far  as  it  is  pr^tfcabiei  iadividuaUy^  that  they^ 
«  by  eating  of  tb^t  breads  ro^y  live  for  ever/*  Ao^ 
llm  can  be  done  only,  by  teachings  as  the  Aposila 
irxpfesses  i€|  *^  both  publicly^  and  from<  house  ta 
<'  home : V  for  however  perspicucMisly  ihe  subject  may 
l^e  t7eate4  from  die  pulpit^  j£  is  liable  to  be  iaisu»^ 
derstood  ^  bo^ever  esyrnestly  enforced^  to  be*  mitvew 
pvesemcd*  There  leemsi  tbete^e,  no  way  of  ith^ 
imieti«g  our  pafisboner^  ptfoperly  in  ib^,  tituth  of  th^ 
dbetrine^;  but  by  fanHI^ar  eonversation-^-by  adaptiiig 
our  language  to  their  comprehensions,  securiog,  at 
the  sdrme  tim€!>  theif  good  opmoQ^  by  the  imetesc  we 
discovery  aBd  the  soUciiude  we  es^presa,  {et  theip  pre« 
sent  welfare^  ^nd  their  future  bappii)es9»  The  neg^a 
of  the  Holly  CooiaHiAiofi  i^  so  very  ^ne^al  t4H^gh-« 
o«H  the  kingdom^  tha^  the  Clergy  ca^niot^  either  too 
^Qon^  of  too  eaf nearly,  devote  ihek  tio^e^  apply  iheii 
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zeal,  and  consecrate  their  talents,  to  correct  the  opi« 
nions,  inform  the  judgment,  and  interest  the  affec* 
tions^  of  our  several  flocksy  on  thb  most  important 
subject* 

But  the  efficacy  of  visiting  the  people  committed 
to  our  charge  will  still  further  appear  by  our  pro- 
gressive success,  in  persuading  them  to  establish  in 
their  several  families  domestic  worship.  This  is  an 
act  of  devotion  to  which  very  many  housholds  are^  it 
should  seem,  entire  strangers.  Public  admonition 
must,  on  this  subject  more  especially,  be  seconded  by 
private  exhortation.  And  until  the  observance  of  this 
duty  becomes  general,  vain  will  be  our  endeavors  to 
implant  a  principle  of  Religion  in  the  heart.  The 
reverence  due  to  the  Lord's  Day,  the  celebration  of 
the  Blessed  Sacrament,  the  practice  of  family  devo- 
tion must  be  the  distinguishing  features  in  the  lives 
of  our  several  Qocks^  if  we  hope  to  **  render  them 
**  a  people  prepared  for  the  Lord."  Now  experi* 
cnce  may  convince  us,  that  we  might  as  well  expect 
*^  the  Ethiopian  to  change  bis  skin,  or  the  leopard 
^  his  spots,'*  as  lo  attempt  to  establish  our  hearers  in 
an  habitual  obedience  to  these  holy  laws,  merely  by 
teaching  in  public  the  indispensable  necessity  of  fulfill- 
ing  them. 

Why  men  have  so  notoriously  failed  in  the  obser- 
vance of  these  duties  is  foreign  to  my  purpose  to  en- 
quire;  but  it  may  give  strength  to  my  argument  to 
consider,  that,  wherever  we  are  successful,  by  our  pas- 
toral visits,  in  persuading  men  to  discharge  these  n^« 
lected  duties,  we  are  introducing  into  every  such  family^ 
indescribable  and  invaluable  blessings.  And  if  the  ob* 
scrvation  of  the  wise  man  be  true,  that  «^  the  child, 
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^  trained  up  in  the  way  he  should  go,  will  not  liasdly 
**  depart  from  it,"  we  may,  without  presumption,  en* 
tertain  the  hope,  that  both  they  and  their  houa&olds^ 
^<  their  children  and  their  children's  children,  will  walk 
**  in  the  way  of  the  Lord,  and  observe  his  Ordinances 
««  to  do  them/* 

Let  us  here,  my  Reverend  Brethren,  suppose,  that 
one  master  of  a  family,  that  one  father  of  children, 
who  hath  lived  in  the  notorious   neglect  >of  these 
evangelical  duties,  is  prevailed,  with  by  the  means  I 
am  now  recommending,  first  to  go  to  Church  him^ 
self — ^thcn  to  take  his  family  to  attend  public .  Wor* 
ship  along  with  him — afterwards,  to  receive  the  Holy 
Sacrament,  and  to  establish  in  his  house  the  custom 
of  daily  prayer^et  us  suppose  one  such^ffiebt^to  be 
produced— and  such  an  eflkct  will  not,  cannot^  be 
confined  to  a  single  family— and  let  us  ask  ourselves 
what  would  be  our  feelings  on  the  occasion?  Would 
the  successful  prosecution  of  any  useful,  would  the 
complete  attainment  of   any  advantageous^   object, 
afford  the  mind  so  much  exquisite  and  uninterrupted 
consolation,  as  such  satisfactory  evidences  of  out 
labors,   as   such  unequivocal  demonstrations  of  our 
zeal  in  the  cause  of  God,  and  the  welfare  of  man« 
kind  ?    Let  us  reflect  upon  the  haj^iness  .we  should 
have  communicated  to  the  several  individuals  of  the 
family— »let  us  reflect  that,  to  us  they  would  attribute 
the  peace  of  mind  they  enjoy  in'^the  present,  and  the 
hopes  of  glory  they  expect  in  a  future,  life— let  us  re- 
fleet  that  we  shall  meet  them  at  the  Tribunal  of  God| 
not  Ipaded  with  their  reproaches,  and  distracted  with 
our  mnu    but  las  ^  our  crown  and  rejcHcing,  our 
*^  glory  and  joy«"    And  whilst,  by  such  aittmating 
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i^SfiGifioiM,  We  are  diimulfttfid  to  acthre  txertloDs,  and 
ttnweariod  ditigence — let  y9>  on  the.  other  band,  re« 
mdDfer^  dial  tO  uAder  n^hatever  p^ctcoce^,  we  fail  to 
iBsehdtge  (hb  part  of  our'  sacred  calling*  (he  b)o€>d  of 
Aat  faibtty^  and  of  ererjr  ott^^r  neglected  famly  in  ouf 
parish,  which  would  have  hearkened  to  oar  sug^9^ 
tnss,  wHI  cry,  ^  with  a  great  and  exceeding  bitter  cry^"^ 
imtik  God  againsi  us. 

Ak  106  apfknoted  to  any  secular  trust  ?  Are  we^ 
IraBi  as  opinion  of  our  judgmenl,  and  a  confidence 
io  6Mt  iniegrity,  solicited  to  undertake  the  protec- 
(i0tl  6f  the  helpless,  to  support  the  cai»se  of  the  op> 
ptviaec^  or  to  conduct  the  business  of  the  tmkifomed? 
We  seek  not^  ki  such  cases,  noere  ^usttfication  from 
tfe  vocU^ii  is  not,  altogether,  ks  cenaor^e  that  we 
df^ead^  msr  its  apprdiation  ihn  w^  coun;.we  act  from 
as  higher  ntoUTe— ^from  a  sense  df  I'igbt,  from  a  prin^ 
t^pfe  irf*  duty-— by  wfakh  means  we  silence  the  mur^i* 
mttrs  of  discbiitemr,  and  anntbiiate  the  insinuatioos  of 
atispiiiion*  And  is  the  same  princif^,  the  same  dili* 
^ewre^  the  same  2ea(  apparent  in  our  professional  vo^ 
cation?  Wbcv  we  contemplate  the  deploxable  state 
of  maay^  of  tmt  parisborters^  /alienated  by  presumptu* 
oas  sins,  aod  dariiig  impiety;' Oom  their  God  and 
Savioer,  staadiog  ot  the  precipice  of  eierbity,  and 
jttst  ready  to  be  swallowed  up  in  ibe  guIpb«-Hlo  we 
shew  a  proportionate  soUdtude .  to  rescue  tbem  from 
die  danger  which  thrtSt^na^  and  the  punishment  which 
awaits,  them  P  Are  we  iolktenced  by,  the  Awful  con« 
sideradorv  that  ^  there  is  but  a  step  between  them 
^^  and  death"*^aiid  that,  if  we  do  not  phuck  them 
^  as  a  brand  out  of  tAm  buroing/'  we  shall  .iticiir  of 
their  Jwdigeaad  oursy  in  the  prAente  of  the  assembled 
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world,  this  stinging  reproof—**  I  have  not  sent  thcs* 
"  prophets,  yet  they  ran;  I  havte  not  spoken^  yet 
*'  ihey  [nrophesied  ?" 

It  will  be  considered  that  I  am  recommending  in 
this  discourse^  tbac  our  visits  should  be  made  chiefly, 
though  not  exclusively,  to  the  lower  ordefs  of  society, 
who  will  feel  themselves  honored  by  what  'they 
dbligingly,  and  respectfully,  term  our  condescension  : 
and  when  our  parishes  are  90  circumscribed  in  their 
extent,  and  so  limited  in  their  population,  that  we 
not  only  may  know  the  persons,  but  can  easily  be 
well  acquainted  with  the  moral  characters^  of  our 
parishoners,  our  exhortations,  at  once  judicious  and 
seasonable,  will. seldom  be  without  effect  One  man 
may,  from  perverseness,  and  another  from  depravity, 
disregard  our  counsels,  and  despise  our  solicitude. 
But  let  us  only  be  consistent  and  respectable  in  our- 
selves, and  we  shall  be,  generally,  exempt  from  such 
instances  of  mortification.  We  shall,  on  the  con^ 
trary,  be  hailed  by  blessings,  and  our  good-will  io^ 
wards  our  flock  will  by  them  be  repaid  seven-fold 
into  our  bosom. 

How  often,  and  at  ivhat  seasons,  we  should,  per* 
•onally,  visit  our  respective  parishes,  our  owi  judg- 
stent  will  best  direct*  Prudence,  address  and  conci- 
Uatory  manners  will  always  ensure  us  a  favorable 
fcceptjon;  and,  in  many  cases,  our  appearance  will 
produce  the  most  lively  sensations  of  satisfaction  and 
comfort* 

I  have,  hitherto,  eonfioed  myself  to  a  few  advan« 

cages  derived  from  our  pastoral  visits  to  our  flocks. 

Maf  I  presume  to  trespass  a  Httle  longer  on  your 

patienccv  whilst,  I  briefly,  enumerate  some  nfhicb  will 
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attach  to  ourselves,  and  to  that  Holy  Religion  o( 
which  we  are  ministers  ? 

By  acquainting  ourselves  with  the  moral  condition 
of  the  people  for  whom  we  are  one  day  to  give  ac- 
count ;  by  dedicating  our  leisure,  and  employing  our 
reflections,  in  order  to  reclaim  the  profligate,  to  in- 
struct the  ignorant,  to  invigorate  the  lukewarm,  to  en- 
courage the  desponding,  and  to  confirm  the  believing, 
Christian,  we  shall  have  the  ^^  testimony  of  our  con- 
**  science,"  that  we  are  engaged  in  the  sphere  of  our 
duty,  and  are  active  in  that  cause,  from  which  will 
arise  no  remorse  in  the  reflection,  nor  apprehension 
for  the  event.  It  will  be  that  part  of  our  life>  in  which 
we  shall  appear  venerable  to  the  world,  and  shall  feel 
respectable  to  ourselves. 

There  is  another  circumstance  of  great  moment 
which  must  not  escapie  our  observation.  We  shall,  in 
consequence  of  our  conversation  with  our  parishonera, 
adapt  our  sefmons  to  their  comprehennons  and  their 
circumstances ;  so  that,  as  often  as  they  attend  Divine 
Worship,  they  will  feel  an  interest  in  the  discourses 
addressed  to  them ;  they  will  perceive  that  the  welfare 
of  their  children,  the  comfort  of  their  families,  and 
the  Salvation  of  their  souls,  are  the  topics  which  en- 
chain the  mind,  and  engross  the  attention,  of  their 
pastor. 

Another  advantage  arising  from  our  personal  inter*^ 
course  with  our  parishoners  will  be,  that  we  shall  re* 
store  the  Charch  to  that  degree  of  lustre  and  reputa- 
tion, which  it  formerly  enjoyed,  and  from  which  it  has 
so  lamentably  fallen.  The  sectaries,  and  those  whose 
doctrine  is  the  most  malignant  in  its  tendency,  ar^  at 
this  moment,  in  many  parts  of  the  kingdom,  surmount- 
ing 
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ing  every  obstacle,  to  establish  itinerant  teachers  in 
every  village,  in  order  "  to  draw  away  disciples  after 
^  them."  From  whom  ?  From  the  Ministers  of  the 
Established  Church.  Under  what  pretence?  That 
^he  souls  committed  to  our  charge  are  neglected. 
God  forbid  that  there*should  be  truth  ! — God  forbid 
that  there  should  be  the  shadow  of  truth  in  the  artful 
suggestion!  Be  that  as  it  may,  let  us  repel  their 
schismatical  attempts,  by  uniting  as  one  man  in  the 
glorious  cause  of  preserving  the  Church  from  the  re- 
proach, and  the  Gospel  from  the  injury,  they  both 
sustain,  by  the  neglect  of  duty  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  intrusion  of  ignorance  on  the  other. 

If  then  the  necessity  of  visiting  our  several  parishes 
from  house  to  house,  be  such  as  I  have  stated,  and  the 
advantages  derived  from  the  practice  so  many  and  so 
great,  as  I  have  demonstrated  them  to  be— let  us,  my 
Reverend  Brethren,  enquire  dispassionately  of  our 
consciences,  whether  it  is  not  incumbent  on  us,  both 
in  justice  to  ourselves,  and  in  love  to  the  people  com- 
mitted to  our  charge,  to  warn  in  private  the  inconsi- 
derate, and  to  expostulate  with  the  wicked,  in  order 
that  ^  we  may  bring  again  those  that  are  driven  away, 
*^  and  seek  those  that  are  lost,**  lest  it  should  be  said 
,  of  Christians  as  it  was  of  the  Jews*^*'  my  sheep  arc 
*^  scattered  because  there  is  no  shepherd ;  they  wan- 
*'  der  through  all  the  mountains  and  upon  every  high 
"  hill ;  yea,  my  flocif  is  scattered  over  all  the  face  of 
"  the  earth,  and  none  do  search  or  seek  aft^r  them/* 

If,  upon  reviewing  the  state  of  our  parishes,  we  per- 
ceive a  general  ignorance  of  the  blessings,  proceeding 
from  a  general  neglect  of  the  Ordinances,  of  the  Gos- 
pel, let  us  put  the  question  home  to  our  hearts,  whe« 
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ther-^^  had  we  beeq  instant  in  season,  and  out  of 
**  season,"  in  the  discharge  of  our  professional  duty — 
the  Gospel  would  not  have  l)een  more  efficacious  in 
informing  their  understandings,  in  sanctifying  iheir 
hearts,  and  in  reclaiming  their  lives?  and  according 
lo  the  answer,  let  every  part  o^  our  ministerial  voca- 
tion, and  of  ot^r  private  deportment,  be  hereafter  regu* 
l^ted. 

Lastly.  In  order  to  animate  our  zeal,  and  invi* 
gorate  our  resolution,  let  us  every  day  of  our  lives, 
anticipate  the  awful  hour,  when  the  dead  small  and 
^eat  shaU  st^ad  before  God — ^^  when  the  Angels 
^^  shall  come  forth^  and  sever  the  wicked  from  among 
^^  the  ju5t|  and  shall  cast  them  into  the  furnace  of 
<^  fire"— -wheq  no  coiqpen^tion  can  be  made  to  the 
uphappy  wretches  who  shall  hp  doomed  to  everlasting 
misery,  whether  thrpugh  the  pernicious  pKvalence  of 
our  example,  ox  the  fatal  effect  of  our  negl^nce— ** 
when,  should  only  one  soul  attribute  to  us  e^^lusioq 
firom  happiness,  ai^d  doom  to  perdiuon— we  shall  be 
overwhelmed  with  distraction  and  borrqr  ;-F-*let  us, 
as  w^  recommend  the  anticipation  of  that  day  to  our 
hearers,  in  order  to  deter  theip  frpm  vioe,  and  establish 
them  in  righteousness,  let  us  anticip^t^  it  oar^lves-^ 
and  vre  shall,  I  am  persu^^ed,  give  ourselves,  not  to 
the  cares  or  the  pleasures  of  life,  but  *^  >tfho})y  tp  tho 
'^  ministry"  we  have  undertfiken,  and  ^h^H  make  ic 
our  £rst  concern  tp  posses  ^<  fhf  w^dpfn  pf  wiamng 
•^  souls." 

Holy  Spirit!  ^ithovit  lybose  aid  v^gilan9e  h  inef- 
fectual, and  labor  is  vain;  v^ithou;  whos^  blfssiqg, 
whosoever  planteth,  or  whqsoever  wate^eth^  will  rc^ 
ceive  no  increase ;  grants  we  icnplore  theej  the  ^t^f^^ 
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ance  of  thy  Grace,  to  the  ministers  and  dispensers  of 
thy  Holy  Word  and  SacramentSy  that  they  may  give 
all  diligence,  both  by  their  amiable  example^  their 
public  pro^i^g,  and  tbeir^rty^e  e^cpo^uj^ions^  to 
^^  turn  many  to  righteousness  ;**  that,  when  they  shall 
be  summoned  to  render  an  accou^of  the  several  parts 
of  their  wiifts^ryf  mPK^^  9^  VMifS^^t^  mf^  f^pidpfn- 
sion  for  having  betrayjsd  ^tbtir  ^acred  trust,  they  may 
iift  up  their  heads  with  joy*  supported  in  that  great  day 
of  the  Lord  by  the  tesdmo&jr  of  .their  conscience,  that 
they  have  labored  with  diligence  to  disseminate  and 
establish  the  Gospel  ip  the  he^rt^  of  those  committed 
severally  to  their  charge.    Amen* 
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TH£  CBMAfUNlON  TO  BE  ENFORCED  BY  THE 
■    ^--  '  CLERGY, 
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•  j6hn  VI.  53,  54. 

Except  ye  eat  ibe  flesh  rf  the  Son  of  Man,  and  drink  His 

blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you. 

Wboso  eatetb  my  fleshy  and  drinketb  my  bloody  bath  eternal 

life  i  and  I  will  raise  bim  up  at  tbe  last  day. 

THE  discourse  of  which  these  words  are  a  part,  has 
frequently  exercised  the  critical  skill,  and  dis- 
played the  profound  learning,  of  several  Biblical  Inter- 
preters.  Whilst  some  have  expounded  it,  as  relating 
colely  to  the  transcendent  excellence  of  the  Gospel^ 
and  have  pronounced  such  exposition,  as  alone  con* 
aistent  with  the  tenor  of  Holy  Scripture ;  others,  pro- 
bably less  prejudiced,  certainly  not  less  solicitous  to 
discover  the  truth,  have,  with  at  least  equal  weight  of 
argument,  and,  at  least  equally  supported  by  the  ana- 
logy of  Sacred  Writ,  considered  it  as  illustrative  of 
the  efficacy  of  the  distinguishing  Ordinance  of  the 

*  Preached  at  the  ViiitatioQ  at  SootharoptoiiiS^taiiber  8^  iSo6, 
NeYer  before  printed  in  a  Vpluine. 
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Gospel,  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper.  It 
would  be  as  foreign  to  my  purpose,  as  it  is  surpassing 
ray  ability,  to  enter  the  lists  of  controversy  on  this  oc- 
casion. I  will  only  add,  that  I  shall  consider  this  dis* 
course  of  our  Lord^  as  designed  to  prepare  the  minds 
of  (li^  disciples  to  receive,  with  less  surprise^  the  lnsti«- 
tution  of  the  Holy  Sacrament,  with  its  attendant  bless- 
ings, commemorative  of  the  great  Sacrifice,  offered  for 
the  sins  of  the  world,  'ere  long  to  be  substituted  for  the 
Paschal  Feast,  which  had,  hitherto,  been  observed  by 
the  Jews,  in  commemoration  of  their  deliverance  from 
Egyptian  slavery.  Instead  of  attempting  profoundly 
to  investigate  the  subject,  or  to  explain  with  minute 
precision,  the  several  expressions  which  ou'r  Saviour 
here  employs  to  convey  His  meaning,  I  shall,  in  pur- 
suance of  my  design,  briefly  shew  the  benefits  proceed- 
ing from  a  due  celebration  of  it ;  from  which  such  ob- 
servations may  arise,  as  your  candour  will,  I  trust, 
consider  not  inapplicable  to  our  present  meeting* 

To  solicit  the  attention  of  an  assembly  of  Clergy- 
men to  abstract  speculations,  or  scholastic  subtleties — 
independent  of  the  vanity  to  which  it  is  often,  however 
unjustly,  attributed — appears  to  me  to  be  an  emire  mis- 
application of  time  ;  the  very  purpose  of  pur  assem- 
bling on  these  occasions,  being,  as  I  copceive,  to  ex- 
cite in  us  an  emulation  to  discharge  our  duty  in  our 
respective  parishes,  in  such  a  manner,  that  our  seve- 
ral hearers  '^  may  become  wise  u&io  Salvation."  With 
this  impression  on  my  mind,  I  address  you,  my  re- 
verend Brethrep,  with,  I  persuade  myself,  not  unbe- 
coming freedom ;  for  whilst  I  feel  the  utmost  defer- 
ence for  your  talents,  your  sution,  and  character,  the 
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sole  object  of  my  apprehensk>n  is^  ibat  I  shaH|  loo 
severely,  exercise  your  patience. 

The  Sacrament  of  tbe  Lord's  Supper  I  ^hdll,  briefly^, 
cotisider,  as  it  is,  evidentlyy  apprehended  by  tbe  com* 
pilers  of  our  Evangeh'cal  Liturgy^  as  a  Feast  upon  a 
Sacrifice;  a  Feast  upon  the  symbols  of  that  Body  and 
Blood  of  Christ,  which  made  the  one  great  Sacrifice  for 
the  sins  of  mankind.  ♦  Now  the  Sacrament  of  ibe 
Body  and  Blood  of  Christ  being  a  covenanting  Rhe^ 
and  an  act  of  communicating  with  God,  promises  are, 
necessarily,  made,  and  privileges  annexed,  to  the  de- 
vout and  vorthy  receiving  of  it;  Tbe  promises  are, 
indeed,  great,  and  the  privileges  many.  God,  in  this 
reciprocal  engagement  between  Himself  and  His  of- 
fending creatures,  promises  the  forgiveness  of  sins. 
'*  This  is  the  Covenant/'  as  the  Apostle  applies  the 
prophetic  declaration^  ^^  which  I  will  make  with  tbera 
^  in  those  days,  I  will  be  merciful  to  tb^ir  unrighie- 
^^  ousness^  and  their  sins  and  iniquities  will  I  remem- 
^<  ber  no  more.''  The  Sacrament  of  Baptism  4s  a 
means  of  Grace,  and  a  pledge  of  assurance,  that  orir 
original  sin  is  washed  away  ^  the  Sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  is  the  channel,  through  ^hicb  the  remis- 
•sion  of  our  actual  transgressions  is  conveyed.  "  I 
^  fcave  power  on  earth,"  says  our  Lord,  «  to  forgive 
^*  sins.'*  And,  addressing  bimself  to  His  ^Usciples^  He 
^dares,  ^^  As  my  Father  has  sent^me,  so  send  I  you,*' 
and  air^ho  succeed  you  that  ^  enter  by  the -do<^  into 
^^  tbe  sheep-fold,  and  I  will  ht  with  them,  always, 
•*  unto  the  end  of  the  world;"  and  *^  whosesoever  sins 

*  Sst  die  cxcelbac  3tnBoi»ortii6  I^Md  Biilk)f  oT^S^^ 
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<«  ye  ffim«i"  tbey  tre^  by  ^  4sK  adoioiatrtiion  ofihc 
SacramfBXs  of  ftaptism,  ^ni  9f  the  aaw  Covcnam  is 
my  Bl^>  *^  re«QUt£4  4iD^  dien.'*  In  tb^  solemn 
act  of  QDqHii(S9ior»ting  oytv  Re^o^tioii  lit  the  holy 
Altdr,  16  die  ramisMHi  of  oiir  ofiencci,  wore  pecu^ 
liartyi  comwumcftied  to  lineere  CfariatiMs;  we  there, 
haviag)  pre«rk>i}$ly9  repentpd  our  pa&(  ioiquities^  our 
h^ns  b^ng  ii9Qpre$^d  with  a  fuU  oonvictioD  of  the 
eQqaey  of  ovr  Redeoipjtiof),  su^dfesily  purposing  t^ 
I^ad>  heac^^forldi,  an  uprighi  and  religious  life,  and  be- 
ing, alwady,  "  in  cbacity  ^ith  all  ineti ;"  we  there  are 
received  inio  the  niimber  of  God^^  childnen  :  we  then 
^re,  iodividuaUy,  admitted  to  the  blessed  privilege  of 
^^  becoming  ooe  with  Christ,  and  Christ  with  w  ;^ 
^4  we  there,  ip  a  more  especial  manner,  veoeive  the 
forgiveness  of  oar  9ini»  The  Lord's  Supper  then, 
wbeq  ptrtlcipMed  urith  a  KMy  faith,  and  an  ardent  de*- 
$ire  tp  4o  the  will  of  God,  conveys  paidon  to  the  soul, 
4Uid  d^li^n  the  worthy  f^eeiveir  from  the  punishment 
which  tramgression  had  merited,  and  justice  would  in« 
{li<:t :  and  in  this  state  he  continues,  so  long  as  he  con* 
tinM^9  to  di^pb^rge,  with  emmplary  diligence,  bis  duties 
as  a  loaii,  and  to  fulBl,  with  comoientious  fidelity,  hts 
9bligation4  a$  a  Chriitian :  or,  in  other  words,  so  long 
9tl  ^^  he  is  xm  tnoved  away  from  the  hope  of  this 
*^  Gospel." 

Apother  prqmise  included  in  the  devout  receiviiig 
of  the  Lord's  Supper  is»  the  assistance  of  the  ^<  Holy 
^Spirit,  the  third  Person  of  the  ever*blessed  Trinity.** 
If  God,  as  He  hath  declared,  will  ^  give  his  Holy 
*^  Spirit  unto  them  that  ask  Him,"  may  it  not  bo,  mosi 
r^sonably,  expected,  that  He  will,  more  particularly, 
filllA  Hi3  gracious  promise,  when  His  moral  Creation 
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arc  deploring  their  offences— supplicating  Grace  and 
support,  not  only  to  prevent  them  from  dishonoring 
Him,  and  debasing  thdmselvfcs,  by  returning  to  their 
iniquity ;  but  also  that  they  may  bfe  enabled  to  live 
obedient  to  His  will,  and  devoted  to  His  service? 
When  they  are  actuated  by  such  dispositions,  He  then 
adopts  them  as  His  people,  and  becomes  their  God — 
^^  I  will  put  my  Laws  into  their  minds,  and  write  them 
^  in  their  hearts,  and  I  will  be  their  God,  ai^  they 
^^  shall  be  my  people."     Correspondent  to  this  pro* 
pfaecy,  are  these  remarkable  words  of' the  Aposde; 
^  who  have  tasted  of  the  heavenly  gift,  and  were  made 
"  partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghost."    The  heavenly  gift, 
may,  reasonably,  be  considered  ^^  the  living  bread 
*^  which  came  down  from  Heaven  ;*' — an  opinion 
which  receives  full  confirmation  from  the  preceding 
words,  *^  once  enlightened,"  which,  confessedly,  sig- 
nify, having  been  baptized     ^^  I  will  dwell  in  them, 
<^  and  walk  in  them,"  is  the  promise  the  Almighty  bad 
made,  when  the  Christian  Revelation  should  be  pro- 
roufged ;  and  when  suppliants  at  his  Table  for  forgive- 
ness of  die  past,  and  *^  Grace  to  help  in  time  of  need" 
— -*when,  in  obedience  to  His  command,  and  in  accep- 
tance of  His  invitation,  we  go,  with  pious  dbpositions, 
to  **  celebrate  the  Feast" — we  may,  humbly,  hope  that 
He  will,  by  the  influences  of  His  Spirit,  suppiort  us  ih 
trouble,  and  encourage  us  in  difficulties,  enlighten  our 
miiKb,  and  sanctify  our  hearts. 

Under  the  Christian  Covenant,  and  what  we  believe 
ratified,  when  we  participate  the  Body  and  Blood  of 
Christ,  is  <^  given  us  that  great  and  precious  promise, 
^  which  He  hath  promised  us,  even  eternal  life.** 
Christ,  by  His  death,  became  an  expiatory  Sacrifice, 
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by  which  He  established  this  new  and  better  Covenant^ 
called,  "  the  new  Covenant  in  His  Blood  Whoso 
<^  eateth  my  flesh,  and  drinketh  my  blood,  hath  eter- 
*^  nal  life;  and  I  will  raise  him  up  at  the  last  day* 
*^  As  often  as  we  eat  of  that  bread,  and  drink  of  that 
*'  cup,  we"  not  only  "  shew  the  Lord's  death  till  He 
^<  come/*  but  we  hope,  and  believe  that,  ^^  at  His  se* 
^'  cond  coming  to  Judgment,**  we  shall>  in  conse* 
quence  of  our  keeping,  worthily,  the  Eucharistical 
Feast,  be  admitted  to  reign  with  Him,  ^^  when  the 
<*  heavens  shall  have  passed  away  with  a  great  noise^ 
^*  and  the  earth,  and  the  works  that  are  therein,  shall 
**  be  burnt  up.** 

Sucb  being  the  blessings  arising  from  a  worthy  par- 
ticipation of  the  Lord's  Supper,  the  indispensable  ne« 
cessity  of  a  devout  participation  in  every  man  who  de^ 
rives  bis  trust,  and  hopes  of  Salvation  from  the  Gospel 
Covenant,  is  obvious. 

Our , Lord  gives  us  a  positive  command  to  observe 
this  Ordinance — *^  do  this  in  remembrance  of  me  ;*' 
now,  '^  whosoever  shall  keep  the  whole  Law/'  shall 
be  most  punaual  in  the  observance  of  moral  duties, 
and  yet  shall,  intentionally,  and  wilfully,  ^^  offend," 
or  ^^  transgress**  in  one  point,  shall  be  considered 
*^  guilty  of  all."  Is  not  every  command,  then,  de* 
serving  of  equal  regard  ?  He  who  issued  the  prohibit 
tion,  ^^  do  not  commit  adultery/*  enjoined  the  precept, 
^*  do  this  in  remembrance  of  me,"  Nov,  if  thou 
^  commit  no  adultery,**  yet  if  thou  contemn  the  autho* 
rity  of  the  Law^giver,  in  respect  to  another  command, 
^'  thou  art  a  transgressor  of  the  Law.** 

**  We  being  many,**  says  the  Apostle,  "  are  one 
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**  bready  and  one  body  r^'  or  rather,  ♦  became  there 
h  one  breaid,/*  wc,  being  many^  aie  one  body;  for 
^  we  lire  alt  partakers  of  that  One  bread  :'*  the  bread 
of  ivhicb  the  Apostle  spdaks^  is  the  Sacramental  Bread) 
by  v^bich  we  are  constituted  ^^one  body,  of  which 
^  Christ  is  the  head :''  we  become  one  body,  or  livii^ 
members  of  Christy  only  by  ^*  partaking  of  this  one 
*^  bjread;**  the  natural  coDseqtaelice  from  which  is,  that 
fhey  who  dd  not  pahtake  of  thia  one  bread,  are  not 
living  members  of  Christ^ 

TUs  leads  me  to  what  is,  indeed,  my  princrpal  de^ 
lign,  to  natke  some  obsenrations  on  the  very  prevail** 
ing  neglect  of  that  Sacred  Ordinance,  i^hicb^  so  highly, 
disgraces  the  generality  of  the  meihber^  and  is,  so  pe- 
aiAarly,  painfbl  to  Hhe  feeling  of  the  Mints;ters,  c^our 
venerable  Establishments 

It  is  tbe  boast  of  her  Clergy,  that  our  exe^ent 
Church  is  in  her  authority  divine,  aiid  in  her  instku* 
don  apostolical ;  that  her  doctrines  are  the  doctrines  of 
tbeGoBpel>  and  that  her  Ordinances  and  ceremonies 
are  enjoined  by  Revetatton,  and  sanctioned  by  reason. 
How  then,  and  upon  what  principle,  are  we  to  account, 
Vhy  the  most  solenm  of  her  Ordinanoes  is  n^ectei^ 
and  contemned,  by  so  very,  very  many,  who  freqcient 
he?  service  ? 

No  ineoDsiderable  proportion  of  our  heaiera  satisfy 
themselves  widi,  merely,  attendfing  public  worship* 
Observe  them — evidently  forgetting  in  whose  presence 
they  are,  and  for  what  purpose  they  »e  assembled-^ 
sitting,  with  die  mmost  indifferenoe,  upon  their  seats^ 
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Mmeiimes  utttring  a  petition  when  the  Rubric  directs 
them  to  be  upoiv  tbetr  knees,  makiiig.  btfofble  coafes- 
«iofi  of  (hck  siniy  deprecating,  God's  wratb^  ami  sap- 
pUcaiiAg  Hi^  forgivetfessw  People  of  such  a^  character, 
are  not  likely  to  i^teod^  wish  pious  dU positions,  at  Um 
Lord's  Table.  "  They  forget  the  God  of  their  Sat- 
^^  vatidHf  and  are  UnmiiKUiil  of  the  rock  of  iheit 
^^  sfrengiha''  little  considering  that  <<  the  harvest  of 
^'  such  seed  sbaU/*  in  prophetic  kinguagle,  ^^  be  a  heap 
<<  in  the  day  c^  grief,  and  of  desperate  sorrow*  Their 
^*  ears  have  not  been  opened  to  bear  a  word  behind 
'^  thenol  v^^tbey  have  not  given  diligent  attention  to 
die  heavenly  call^^tayiogy  ^  this  is  the  way»  walk  ye 
*<  in  It,  when,  they  tmxn  to  the  right  hand,  and  when 
^  tbey  ttrni  ta  tbn  left.'*  They  know  not  th# 
^  woe/'  dedottnced  agataat  ^^  bim- that' strivetb  with  his 
^  Makers*'  that  wilfiil^  transgresses  the  e6miiiaBd69 
and  perversely  widttiands  the  designs,  of  the  Almighty^ 
Tbe  disdoutfses  ifriiidh  are  ddivered  o»  tbe  Sacramem 
of  tbd  Lord's  Supper,  tbey  consider  as  in'  no  wise  ap- 
plicable to  theib ;  and,  notwithstanding  that  the  opera- 
tioni  of  the  mind  are  not  the  visible  objects  of  sense^ 
fou  almost  perceive  that  they  are  emj^yed,  either  in 
the  anticipation  of  pleasure,  or  the  pursuits  of  |pin« 

Now^  since  our  discourses,  evidently,  make  little  im- 
pression, ^tbe  first  qtwsfion  we  should  ask  ourselves  is, 
are  they  intelligible?  are  they  interesting?  are  they 
such  as  every  hearer  will  cbnsider  as  addressed  to  him- 
self? Should  it  be  objected  that  such  discourses,  the 
discourses  here  recommended,  would  be  esteemed  per- 
sonal, and  would,  therefore,  give  offence;  I  may 
be  alk)wed  to  ^y  in  reply,  that,  afraid  as  we  are  to 
number  the  multiiudes  who,  nsually,  absest  them« 
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selves  from  the  Lord's  Table,  whilst  every  man  of  that 
want  of  religious  principle  felt  himself^  strikingly,  aU 
luded  to,  he  would  perceive,  that  the  same  allusion 
was,  equally,  made  to  the  generality  of  his  neighbors  i 
it  might,  therefore^  be  hoped,  that  every  man  of  com* 
mon  sense,  would  applaud  his  minister  for  discharging 
his  duty,  although,  in  bestowing  that  applause,  he  con- 
demned himself.  But  what !  should  an  individual  be 
so  unreasonable  as  to  be  offended ;  are  we  to  prefer 
his  approbation  to  the  Salvation  of  those  committed  to* 
our  charge?  Are  we  to  consider  our  duty  fulfilled, 
because,  solicitous  to  avoid  the  incurring  of  bis  dis- 
pleasure, we,  egrcgiously,  fail  in  persuading  our  bearers 
to  comply  with  a  Divine  Command  ?  The  threaten- 
ing of  the  Almighty  by  his  Prophet,  applicable  to  the 
subject  on  which  we  are  treating,  comes  home  to  the 
bosom  of  every  Clergyman.  "  Woe  be  to  thie  pastors 
^  that  destroy  and  scatter  the  sheep  of  my  pastiirci 
^  saith  the  Lord.  Therefore,  thus  saith  die  Lord 
^  God  of  \%xx\  against  the  pastors  that  feed  my 
•*  people;  ye  have  scattered  my  flock,  and  driven 
^  them  away,  and  have  not  visited  them;  heboid  I 
^  will  visit  upon  you  the  evil  of  your  doings,  saith  the 
«^  Lord." 

There  is  another  cause9  I  presume,  why  men  shew 
themselves  so  very  indifferent  about  communicatiiig** 

*  I  would  recommend  to  general  perusal^  a  very  exodtent  trKt, 
entitled.  An  earnest  Exhortation  to  a  frequent  Reception  of  die 
Holy  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  %  particularly  addressed  to 
young  persons.  By  a  Layman ;  price  ^d.  or  2s»  6d.  per  dozen. 
Hatchard.    See  the  Dedication. 

Also,  a  Tract,  illasrrative  of  the  Commmuon  Office*  By  tlie 
Rev.  Mr*  Plumptre;  price  A).    Rivingtont. 
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It  is  the  custom  of  some  Clergymen  to  read  no  more 
than  the  first  sentence  of  the  first  Exhortation,  by 
ivhich  til  sudi  may  be  considered  as  addressing  their 
flocks  in  the  foHowing  manner :  ^  When  we  next  as* 

*  semble^  a  certain  ceremony  will  be  performed ;  it  is, 
^  indeed^  no  other  than  a  conmiemoration  of  the  rneri- 
^  torious  cross  and  paesioa  of  Cliriftt^     To  this  cere* 

*  mony  you  are  invited  :  you  will  come  tf  you  are  dis- 

*  posed ;  but  if  you  haire  not  such  a  dispositioa,  I  do 

*  not  think  that  ye  will  be  condemned  as  guilty ;  and 
^  therefore,  I  forbear  to  recommend  it  to  you  to  em- 
^  brace  the  invitation,  much  more  to  urge  it  upon  you/ 
How !  Does  a  worthy  participation  of  the  Lord's  Sup^ 
per  impart  '^  strength  to  tlie  poor,  to  the  needy  in  his 
*'  distress  ?**  Is  it  in  itself  **  a  refuge  from  the  storm^ 
^  a  shadow  from  the  heat  ?*'  Does  it  encourage  theila 
that  receive  it  ^  with  a  fearful  hearty  to  be  strong,  and 
**  not  to  fear — to  sanctify  the  Lord  of  hosts-*-"  to 
enrol  themselves  ^*  among  the  children  who  shall  be 
^^  taught  of  the  Lord,"*'  that  they  may  know  and  feej 
how  ^  great  is  the  peace  of  His  children,"  and  may 
become  **  the  holy  people,  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord?" 
If  this  Institution  contain  within  itself  such  mighty 
blessings^  and  we  perceive  our  respective  flocks  inat- 
tentive to  appropriate  them  to  themselves ;  is  it  not 
our  indispensable  duty^  to  expostulate  with  them  in 
the  language  of  the  second  Exhortation-p-"  whether 
^*  they  are  not  ashamed,  when  God  calls  them,  not  to 
"  come?  and  to  beseech  them  to  consider,  whether 
"  their  feigned  excuses  will  avail  them  any  thing  be- 
"  fore  God  ?"  And  is  it  not,  further,  incumbent  on 
us,  previous  to  its  celebration,  so  to  illustrate  the  de« 
sign  of  the  Ordinance,  that  the  lowest  comprehension 
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may  understand,  it;  and  to  enforce  it,  warmly,  aad 
vehemently,  upon  the  minds,  and  consciences  of  our 
hearers  ?  for  on  this  subject,  above  ail  others,  may  it 
not  be  said  to  us—''  ye  that  make  mention  of  the 
f*  Lord,  keep  not  silence —  ?**  If  wc  have  done  this, 
and  without  efFect«^and  if  we  have  not  done  it^  is  not 
the  lamentation  of  the  Prophet  applicable  unto  us, 
<'  O,  my  people^  they  which  lead  thee,  cause  thee  to 
^*  err!"-rit  is  natural  that  we  should  enqqire  of  our- 
selves, how  it  is  that  ^'  the  word,"  which  is  described 
as  *'  sharper  than  a  two-edged  sword,"  should,  in  our 
mouths,  ^'  return  unto  us  void,"  and  should  disap- 
point and  mortify  us,  by  not  '^  ac(:otnpli$hiqg  the  pur- 
f  *  pose  for  which  it  was  sent," 

To  enforce  a  devout,  and  frequent,  celebration  of 
Christ's  death  in  the  Holy  Sacrament,  the  ministers  of 
the  Gospel  are  impelled  by  the  most  powerful  and 
urgent  motives.  When  we  look  around  on  our  (locks, 
and  perceive,  more  especially  the  higher,  and,  in  a 
worldly  sense,  the  most  re^pecfhble,  parts  of  our  Con- 
gregations, imitated,  unhappily,  where  imitation  is 
most  culpable;  voluntarily  depriving  thenoselves,  with 
an  unaccountable  infatuation,  of  that  spiritual  nou- 
rishment "  which  endureth  unto  everlasting  life;** 
when  we  contemplate  the  train  of  evils  which>  usually, 
pursues  such  astonishing  in^nsibility — indifference  to 
public  worship,  neglect  of  family  prayer,  absence  of  re- 
ligious  principle-r-who,  interested  in  the  honor  of  God, 
and  solicitous  for  the  Salvation  of  men,  does  not  feel 
himself  constrained  to  employ,  apcording  to  the  sute 
of  his  several  hearers,  all  tho^e  powers  with  which  the 
Gospel  has  supplied  him— mild  persuasion,  vehement 
exhortation,  tirgenf  reproof— that  he  may,*<in  love  tp 
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*•  their  souls,"  become  an  instrument  in  the  hand  of 
God,  "  to  deliver  them  from  the  pit  of  corruption," 
and  frogi  that  deplorable  condition,  in  which,  instead 
"  of  peace,  they  have  great  bitterness  ?"  Who  does 
not  feel  himself  constrained  to  set  before  them  the 
horror  of,  so  shamefully,  ind  perversely,  disregarding 
the  voice,  and  transgressing  the  law,  of  their  Redeemer 
and  Judge  ?  It  seems,  indeed,  scarcely  possible  that 
cbe  feelings  and  sensibility  of  a  minister  of  a  parish 
should  be,  more  keenly,  excited^  than  when  he  per- 
ceives some  of  his  parishoners  living  in  an  entire  neglect 
of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper ;  people  too, 
whose  behavior,  according  as  it  is  exemplary  or  pro^ 
iligate,  pious  or  profane^  is  productive  of  abundant 
good,  or  of  most  pernicious  evil.  And  whilst  we  con- 
template their  infatuation,  do  we  not,  instinctively,  ex- 
tend our  concern  to  their  children,  and  families  ?  Do 
we  not  look  forward  to  the  next  generation,  and  anti* 
cipate  them,  like  their  fathers,  absenting  themselves 
from  God's  holy  Ordinance?  To  prevent  then,  if  it 
be  in  our  power,  a  thoughtless  parent  from  entailing 
upon  his  offspring  a  disregard  of  God*s  commands,  let 
us,  my  Reverend  Brethren,  thus  reason  with  ourselves 
— Hath  the  Lord  ordained  me  to  "  preach  the  Gospel  ? 
^'  hath  He  given  roe  a  tongue  that  I  should  know  how 
*'  to  speak  a  word  in  season  to  him  that  is"  disobe-? 
dient  ?  I  will  pour  out  my  soul  before  Him,  **  to 
"  help  me"  with  his  Grace;  and,  however  I  may  be 
opposed  by  irreligion,  derided  by' thoughtlessness,  or 
sneered  at  by  formality,  "  I  know  that  I  shall  not," 
in  such  a  cause,  ^'  be  ashamed."  Influenced  by  such 
reasoning,  let  it  be  our  delight,  as  it  is  our  duty,  t6  de- 
monstrate ourselves  useful  laborers,  and  skilful  hus^ 
N  n  2  bandmen  ; 
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baodmen;  aad  let  us,  in  comequente,  address  ouiw 
selves,  not  entirely,  as  is  the  case  with  some  preachers, 
10  (be  understanding  s  or,  as  is  the  practice  of  others^ 
to  the  imagination,  of  our  hearers — both  which  expe«. 
rience  has  shewn  to  be,  equally,  inefficacious — but  let 
our  application  be  to  the  heart,  saying,  in  the  per«» 
suasive  language  of  the  Prophet,  ^^  Obey,  I  beteech 
^^  yoUi  the.  voice  of  the  iiOrd,  which  I  speak  unto 
*^  you :  so  shall  it  be  well  unto  you^  and  your  sod 
>^  shall  live;* 

Whilst  we  are,  justly,  solicitous  to  prevail  with  the 
higher  classes  of  the  community  to  celebrate,  wordiily, 
the  Holy  Sacraipent;  it  is,  equally*  our  duty  to  direct 
our  attention,  and  devote  our  thoughts,  to  those  in  the 
lowest  sphere,  who,  usually,  live  in  an  entire  neglect  of 
it.  Of  them  it  may,  unhappily,  with  certain  limita* 
tionSy  be  said,  that  *^  when  they  tear  they  do  not  u»» 
><  derstand;'*  their  ignorance  is,  indeed,  deplorable, 
their  insensibility  is,  truly,  alarming.  That  this  order 
of  men  should,  above  all  others,  feel  the  consolations 
p[  Religion — that  they  should  be  entitled  to  forgive* 
nesss  of  sins,  should  be  supported  by  the  assistance  <^ 
Qod's  |ioly  Spirit,  and  should,  through  the  observance 
of  the  dying  command  of  their  Redeemer,  have  a  well- 
grounded  hope  in  futurity-^is  an  impression  which,  it 
might  be  supposed,  cannot  but  be  made  upon  the  mind 
of  every  Clergyman — an  impression  which,  it  might, 
^qiially,  be  supposed,  would  stimulaie  him  to  convince 
tbeof  of  the  reasonableness,  and  likewise  persuade  them 
to  t)ie  observance,  of  that  holy  Ordinance*  These 
sneq  constitute  the  great  mass  of  the  community :  on 
the  uprightness  of  their  principles,  and  the  regularity 
iaf  thfir  behavior,  the  comforts  of  society,  in  no  small 
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iJcgrec,  depend :  and  it  will,  incontrovcrtibly,  be  aU 
lowed)  that  Religion  is  the  only  foundation  on  which 
We  can  erect  a  permanent  superstructute  of  civil  obe«* 
djence^  and  moral  duty.  I  must  further  assume  that^ 
^  pure  and  undefiled  fteUgion,'*  that  Religion  that 
will  asswage  the  horrors  of  deaths  and  ettmpt  us  from 
the  doom  of  Judgment)  is  derived  (Vom  a  devout  par^* 
ticipation  of  the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ.  Our 
Church  represents  the  commemoration  of  our  Lord^s 
death  in  the  Sacramental  Feast^  «*  aS)  generally^  neces^ 
**  sary  to  Salvation  C*  the  Redeemer  of  the  Worlds 
comprehending  every  description  of  people  to  whom 
the  Gospel  should  be  preadhed,  sayS)  ^  Except  ye  eat 
**  die  flesh  of  the  Son  of  Man,  and  drink  His  bloody 
•*  ye  have  no  life  in  you---whoso  eateth  my  flesh,  and 
*^  drinketh  my  bloody  hath  eternal  Kfe,  and  I  will  raise 
••  him  np  at  the  last  day." 

It  will  not  be  thought  improper  to  observe,  that  the 
dread  which,  so  universally,  prevails  of  approaching 
the  Lord's  Table,  ought  to  be,  entirely^  removed*  This 
can  be  done  only  by  frequent^  and  easy,  illustrations 
of  the  origin  of  diat  divine  Rite,  which  is  the  distin* 
guishing  characteristic  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  May 
I  be  permitted,  farther,  to  remark,  that  the  custom  of 
appropriating  the  week  preceding  the  celebration  of  it^ 
to  what  is  termed  preparadon,  defeats,  in  some  mea- 
sure, die  very  purpose  h  was  designed  to  promote  ? 
We  all  of  us  have  seen,  in  many  instances,  this  vaunted 
preparation  generate  moroseness,  fretfulness,  and  spi* 
ritoa)  pride,  representing  thereby  the  Ordinance  itself 
to  the  minds  of  young  people,  instead  of  an  heavenly 
feast  to  die  soul,  as  a  grievous  burden,  too  heavy  to  be 
borne.  The  preparation  we  should  inculcate  by  pre- 
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cept^  recommending  it  also  by  our^ example,  is  an  in* 
offensive  deportment  towards  all  men,  by  the  suppres- 
sion of  uncharitableness^  censure,  peevishness,  and 
passion  i  an  undeviating  integrity  in  every  transaction 
of  life  i  a  prompt  solicitude  to  befriend  the  needy,  and 
succor  the  helpless  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  esublish^ 
in  the  heart,  the  love,  and  the  fear,  of  God.  But  in- 
stead of  a  solitary  week  being  appropriated  to  such  a 
purpose,  we  should  impress  upon  them  the  necessity  of 
living,  uniformly,  under  the  influence  of  Religion,  and 
of  confirming  themselves  in  it,  occasionally  by  private 
ineditations,  and  daily  by  domestic  piety.  Religion 
would  then  become  a  blessed  agent,  and,  appearing  in 
its  native  simplicity,  would  promote,  in  the  breasts  of 
all,  where  it  should  be  received,  ^^  glory  to  God,  and 
"  good-will  towards  men," 

I  have  presumed,  my  Reverend  Brethren,  and  I  trust 
without  offence  towards  any  individual^  to  direa  your 
attention  to  a  subject  which  no  thinking  man  can,  I 
l)elieve,  contemplate  without  many,  the  most  melan* 
choly,  reflections.  The  sute  of  the  Church  first  pre^ 
aents  itself  to  the  mind  as  very,  very  different  firom 
what  some  of  us  have  seen  it,  and  what  <^  our  Others 
"  have  told  us.**  Whilst  we  observe  every  rising  sect 
flouris^hing  and  prosperous,  extending  its  influence, 
and  establishing  its  adherents ;  the  Churck  of  England, 
I  speak  it  with  sorrow  of  heart,  I  meditate  on  it  in  bit- 
terness of  soul,  appears  to  the  accurate  observer,  with 
its  foundations  sapped,  and  its  walls  decayed.  The 
danger  may,  indeed,  be  overlooked  by  indifference,  or 
contemned  by  presumption;  but  let  us,  for  God's 
sake,  employ  all  our  powers  to  avert  it,  lest,  although 
we  ourselves  may  escigpe^  our  posterity  should  be 
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buried  under  its  ruins.  But  even  allowing  that  the  di« 
lapidation  of  the  edifice  should  be  prevented  by  autho* 
rity,  that  the  wiles  of  the  adversary  should  be  defeated 
by  vigilance — will  there  be  "  heard  within  its  walls^ 
*'  Salvation ;  and  within  its  gatesj  praise  ?*'  1  speak 
not  of  those  vast  multitudes  who  absent  themselves 
from  her  worship.  I  speak  of  those  only  who  pretend 
to  belong  to  h^r^  but  who  manifest  neither  attachment 
to  their  Church,  nor  love  to  their  God  by  commemo- 
rating at  his  Altar,  their  deliverance  from  sin,  and 
redemption  from  perdition.  "  These  her  children 
^^  whom  she  hath  nurtured  and  brought  up,*'  are  they 
who  overwhelm  their  venerable  parent  with  shame,  and 
her  ministers  with  reproach*  Sotne  of  them  may,  I 
allow,  appeal  to  the  tenor  of  their  behavior,  and  say, 
that,  although  they  are  not  religious,  they  are  not  im- 
moral !  but  the  morality  of  such  men  is  merely  nega- 
tive; it  is  rather  the  absence  of  evil,  than  the  existence 
of  good*  They  may,  with  the  same  propriety,  be  de- 
nominated Christians,  as  a  pole  stuck  into  the  ground 
may  be  calkd  a  tree;  there  is  the  appearance  of  a  stem, 
but  the  root  and  the  branches  are  wanting.  Dangerous 
is  their  situation  when  they  flatter  themselves,  that^  be- 
cause they  are,  comparatively^  innocent,  *^  surely  the 
^'  Lord's  anger  shall  turn  from  them.".  May  it  be  our 
unremitting  endeavor — and  may  the  endeavor  be  pro- 
ductive of  unexampled  success  I — to  persuade  them  and 
all  men,  to  ^^  seek  the  Lord  daily,  and  to  delight  to 
*^  know  His  ways,  as  a  nation  that  do  righteousness, 
*^  and  forsake  not  the  Ordinances  of  their  God!''  In- 
stead of  trusting  to  their  own  righteousness,  and 
•*  hewing  out  to  themselves,*'  as  the  Prophet,  ele- 
gantly, expresses  it^  ^  cisterns^  broken  cisterns  that 

<*  can 


.digitized  by 


Google 


552     The  Cmmium  /•  ie  enffrced  hy  the  Ctergy. 

<«  can   hold  no  water—may  they  ask  their  way  to 
*«  Zion  with  their  faces  thitherward,  sayings  Come,  and 
^  let  us  join  ourselves  to  the  Lord  in  the  new  Goto* 
"  nant  in  His  Uooi*'  Let  us,  my  Reverend  Brethren, 
endeavor,  earnestly  endeavor,  by  fervent  prayer  to  God 
and  unwearied  diligence  in  our  calling,  to  excite  this 
spirit  in  our  hearers,  convinced  as  we  all  must  be,  thai 
he  is  the  most  useful  to  men,  and  will  be  the  most 
approved  of  God^  who  employs  the  greatest  attentioo, 
and  exercises  the  most  consumpMte  judgment,  in 
persuading  the  people  commictied  to  his  care,  to  beccMoe 
wonhy  comnnnkants.    The  best  criterion  of  our 
utility  in  the  support  of  the  State,  and  of  our  soKcicude 
for  the  interests  of  the  Gospd,  is,  our  bringing  men  to 
the  Lord's  TaUe  with  right  dispositions.     In  a  cause 
Uke  this,  where  wc  are  at  once  promoting  the  wel&re  of 
society,  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  Salvation  of  men, 
zeal  *^  mi^t  open  the  mouth  of  the  dumb,  and  make 
^  the  tongues  of  them  that  cannot  ^leak,  eloquent. "  If 
men  are  not,  by  our  preaching,  awakened  to  a  sense  of 
their  obligations  as  Christians;  if  we  fail  to  impress 
them  with  the  conviction  of  the  lelation  in  which  they 
stand  to  God  as  their  Redeemer,  and  of  the  necessity, 
according  to  the  Apostle,  of  eo^^pa^i^  with  Him  in 
the  great  work  of  our  saactification^,  feeUc,  1  had 
almost  said,  injudicious  will   be  our  attempts,   and 
correspondent  will  be  our  success,  in  prevaihng  with 
them  to  *^  eat  the  flesh  of  the  Son  of  nuin,  and  to  drink 
^^  His  blood,''  and  thereby  to  appropriate  to  diem- 
fdves  all  the  blessings  of  Redemptionw     But  will  not 
the  natural  conclusion  be,  that  *^  we  labor  in  vain,  and 

«  Philip.  iL  i2|  15. 
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<*  spend  our  strength  for  nought?**    Will  not  those 
*<  who  preach   another  Gospel"  accuse  us  of  being 
slothful,  or  at  least,  unskilful,  laborers,  sowing  impro* 
per  seed,  and  in  consequence,  disappointed  of  an  bar* 
vest  ?    A  parish,  in  common  estimation,  is  not,  I  be- 
lieve, considered  as  notoriously  irreligious,  provided 
that  one  in  ten  of  its  inhabitants,  celebrate  the  Sacra* 
mem  of  the  Lord*s  Supper.     How  melancholy  the 
reflection !    Only  one  where  the  ten  may,  severally,  be 
cleansed !  but  what,  what  will  become  of  the  nine?  The 
declaration  of  our  Lord  may,  I  fear,  be  understood  in 
a  literal  sense,  that  ^^  strait  is  the  gate,  and  narrow  is 
*^  the  way  which  leadeth  unto  Yiity  and  that  few  there 
^  be  that  find  it.*'     Gracious  God!  is  such  the  in* 
fluence   of  that  Dispensation,   under  which,  as  tlie 
Evangelical  Prophet  describes,    *^  many   shall   say^ 
^^  Come  ye,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the 
^  Lord,  to  the  house  of  the  God  of  Jacob;  and 
**  He"  of  His  mercy,  "  will  teach  us  His  ways,  and 
«^  we**  on  our  part,  "  will  walk  in  His  paths  T*    To 
preserve  ourselves  from  blame,  and  our  people  from 
condemnation,  let  us  be,  &lly>  ^  persuaded  in  our 
^  minds,'*  that  every  pariskoner,  who  frequents  the 
service  of  the  Church,  and  absents  himself  from  God*s 
Altar,  subjects  us,  in  a  certain  degree,  to  the  suspi* 
cion,  either  of  want  of  diligence  in  the  distribution,  or 
<^judgment  in  the  application,  of  the  word  of  life.  Let 
us  then  review  our  ministry,  judging  fairly^  and  impar- 
tially, of  ourselves,  as  we  shall  one  day  be  judged  at 
the  Tribunal  of  God;  let  us,  accurately,  ascertain  how 
many  of  our  hearers  have|  through  the  efficacy  of  our 
preaching,  become  communicants,  and  have,  in  conse- 
quence, imbibed  tke  spirit  of  the  ever-blessed  Gospel; 
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let  us,  accurately^  ascertain  whether  there  is  a  progres-J 
sive  increase  between  each  succeeding  contmunion;  and 
whether  we  dispel  the  fears>  remove  the  scruples,  and 
obviate  the  objections,  by  which  the  weak,  the  supers 
stiiiousj  and  the  conceited  may,  severally,  be  withheld 
from  communicating  ?  For  if  my  parish  exhibit  no 
spiritual  improvement— if  my  hearers  are  not  led  to  re-* 
flection,  and  from  reflection  to  a  devout  participation 
.of  the  Lord's  Supper— I  have,  during  that  interval^ 
been,  comparatively,  useless-^—and  whatever  cause  I 
may  assign,  or  whatever  I  may  urge  in  my  own  justifi- 
cation, will  it  not,  ultimately,  be  founds  that  the  fault 
\%  in  myself;  either  in  my  want  of  ulent,  pf  zeal,  or  of 
judgment  ?  And  there  is  not,  perhaps,  a  situation  in 
the  world,  so  little  to  be  envied,  nay,  so  much  to  be 
deprecated,  as  that  of  a  Clergyman,  whose  ministry 
**  brings  forth  no  fruits  of  good  living.'"  It  is  not  sut 
ficient,  it  cannot  be  satisfactory  to  a  reflecting  mind^ 
to  rest  in  good  intention,  and  in  the  conviction  of  the 
Gospel  being  '^  worthy  of  all  acceptation."  No!  if 
I  have  neglected  to  promote  the  furtherance  of  it,  by 
zealously  inculcating  a  solemn  celebration  of  its  most 
holy  Rite — may  I  not,  with  justice,  expect  that  my 
reception  will  be  that  of  the  slothful  servant^  "  who 
'^  laid  up  his  talent  in  a  napkin — out  of  thine  own 
*^  mouth  will  I  judge  thee" — because  thou  knowest 
that  unto  thy  care  was  committed  the  Salvation  of 
those  who  were,  by  their  uniform  observance  of  re* 
ligious  duties,  graciously  intended  to  be  '^  habitations 
"  of  God  through  the  Spirit  ?" 

Holy  Jesus  I  who  diedst  to  redeem  a  world  of  sin-^ 
ners,  and  who  enjoinedst  in  commemoration  of  thy 
wonderful  love,  a  sacred  Rite  to  be  observed  by  all 
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thy  creatures,  in  M^hich  thou  impartest  support  to  the 
needy,  courage  to  the  fearful,  and  strength  to  the 
veak ;  grant  thy  Grace  to  all  pastors  of  thy  flock, 
that  they  may  inculcate  with  diligence  and  fervor, 
upon  the  minds  of  all  committed  to  their  charge, 
a  devout  and  uniform  observance  of  that  holy  Ordi* 
nance.  Enable  them  by  the  operations  of  thy  Blessed 
Spirit,  to  enlighten  the  understandings,  and  purify  the 
Blinds,  of  their  several  hearers,  that  ^^  with  one  con« 
'«  sent,  they  may  keep  the  feast,"  and  in  the  celebra- 
tion of  it,  may  receive  remission  of  their  past  sins,  the 
assistance  of  divine  Grace,  and  the  assurance  of  ever- 
lasting life.  '^  Thou  that  takest  away  the  sins  of  the 
^^  world,**  shed  the  influence  of  thy  Gospel  upon 
<^  the  Church  which  thou  hast  purchased  with  thy 
^  Blood,**^  that  all  who  trust  in  thy  merits,  and  hope 
in  thy  mercy,  may  believe  its  doctrines,  fulfil  its 
precepts,  and  observe  its  Ordinances;  that,  justly 
appretiating.  the  privilege  of  being  invited  to  eat  the 
Bread  of  life  at  thy  Table,  the)*  may  become  new  men, 
stedfast  and  immoveable  in  their  principles,  irrepro^ch^ 
able  and  exemplary  in  their  conduct,  *^  washed,  sancti- 
"  Bed,  justified  in  thy  name,  and  by  thy  Spirit !" 
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SERMON    XLV. 


BOW  FAR  METHODBM  CONDUCES  TO  TtiZ 
JNTRRBSrs  OF  CURISTIANITV,  ANJ)  THE 
fFBLFARE  OF  SOCIETY. 


*   t    CORINTHfANS  U    lO. 

lieseedkymy  hreihren^  by  ibi  name  of  tmr  Lord  Jesui 
Christ  ii^atye  allspemk  ibe  same  thing  /  thai  there  he 
mdivimtis  amtrngyou  ;  but  that  ye  be  perfectly  j^nei 
tegetbeif  m  thesmnemind^  and  in  the  same  judgment. 

nr^£  slightest  acquaintance  with  the  history  of 
«L  Christianity  wifi  convince  us,  that,  from  its 
infaocy,  through  all  succeeding  ages  to  the  present 
period,  it  has  been,  uniformly,  opposed  by  the  power 
of  interest,  and  misrepresented  by  the  clamor  of 
ignorance*  Though  it  was  offered  to  the  under- 
standings of  men,  ^^  not  in  the  enticing  words  of 
^  man*s  wisdom,  but  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit, 
•*  and  with  power;**  yet  those  to  whom  it  was  so 

*  Mevcr  before  printed  in  a  Volome.  Preached  at  Boroai^. 
bridget  Sepc*  ad*  1794J  at  the  Visitation  holdeo  by  the  Lord  Bishop 
of  Chester. 
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graciously  proposed,  instead  of  ^'  recdviiig  it  with 
^^  meekness,"  studying  its  doctrines  with  care,  and 
practising  its  precepts  with  sincerity,  were  too  prone 
to  measure  its  design  by  their  own  narrow  preju* 
dices,  and  accommodate  its  language  to  the  purposes 
of  vain  and  useless  contention.  The  same  spirit  has 
continued  to  prevail.  For  though  the  Apostle  depre- 
cates divisions  as  destructive  of  a  Christian  temper, 
and  injurious  to  Christianity  itself;  and  beseeches 
its  professors  ^^  by  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
^^  Christ,  that  they  wtMiM  all  speak  the  same  thing;" 
yet  so  fond  are  men  of  distinctions,  so  ambitious  of 
appearing  in  the  little  circle  of  their  neighbors  at 
the  head  of  a  sect,  that  the  entreaties  of  the  Apostle^ 
the  peace  of  the  Church,  the  honor  of  the  Gospel, 
are  sacrificed  with  indecent  clamor,  and  unhallowed 
precipiution,  to  their  unruly,  and  ungovcrnaMe^ 
passions^ 

When  Sl  Paul  wrote  his  eloquent  Letter  to  the 
Corinthians,  the  Church  which  he  had  planted  in 
their  city  was  endangered  by  the  Gentile,  and  the 
Jewish,  converts;  each  ambitiously  called  them* 
selves  believers  in  Christ,  and  each  mbchievously 
perverted  the  truth  which  Christ  had  revealed.  The 
Gentile  was  captivated  by  the  philosophical  subtleuesi, 
and  rhetorical  ornaments,  which  Apollos,  it  should 
seem,  had  introduced  into  his  method  of  teaching. 
The  Jew  contended  for  the  necessity  of  ceremonial 
observances,  and  pleaded,  for  his  opinion,  the  autho- 
rity of  Cephas.  To  the  plain,  solid,  and  salutary  in« 
strucdons  which  they  had  received  from  St.  Paul, 
both  were  equally  inattentive;  and  while  they  cen- 
sured each  other  for  holding  erroneous  tenets,  they 
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were  themselves  equally  involved  in  error,  and 
equally  guilty  of  uncharitableness.  St.  Paul^  there* 
fore,  with  distinguished  propriety,  addresses  them, 
not  in  the  name  of  Apollos,  whom  they  admired  $ 
not  in  the  name  of  Cephsis,  whom  they  misunder- 
stood; but  in  the  name  of  their  common  and  ac* 
knowleged  master,  Jesus  Christ*.  He  bids  them 
^*  speak  the  same  thing;"  he  deprecates  the  divisions 
which  had  grown  up  among  them;  he  exhorts  them 
^^  to  be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  same  mind| 
^'  and  in  the  same  judgment."  Their  minds  had 
been  previously  instructed,  and  their  judgments  en- 
lightened by  the  doctrines  which  St.  Paul  himself 
had  preached;  and  in  recurring  to  those  doctrines 
they  would  have  found  an  unerring  rule  to  guide 
their  opinions,  and  a  most  efficacious  principle  for 
healing  their  divisions.  The  strife  and  envy  of  which 
the  Apostle,  afterwards,  speaks  so  feelingly;  *^  the 
^<  backbiting,  swellings,  whispering,  and  tumults,'* 
which  he  describeiL  so  forcibly  would  soon  have  been 
done  away,  if  they  had  been  willing  to  reflect  upon  hie 
doctrine,  and  submit  to  his  authority.  In  respect  to 
themselves,  humility  would  have  taken  place  of  pride; 
in  respect  to  their  believing  brethren,  forbearance  would 
have  succeeded  to  malignity ;  in  respect  to  the  general 
cause  of  Christianity  itself,  instead  of  being  dishonored 
by  their  strife,  it  would  have  been  strengthened  by  their 
union. 

In  man,  considered  as  a  rational  being,  the  desire  of 
discovering  truth  is  highly  becpming;  the  attempt  to 
discover  it  is  even  incumbent  on  him  as  a  moral  crea- 

♦  Sec  Pylc's  excellent  Note  on  the  Passage. 
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ture ;  the  actual  discovery  of  it  is  facilitated  by  a  spi- 
rit of  impartiality  and  candor;  and  the  utility  of  it,  when 
discovered,  is  more  extensive,  where  the  same  diligent 
and  dispassionate  enquiry  has  conducted  men  to  the 
same  clear,  and  consistent  decision.  But  if  these  ob- 
servations be  just,  as  they,  generally,  regard  our  duty 
and  our  happiness,  they  are,  peculiarly,  important  in 
the  discussion  of  those  subjects,  which  are  connected 
with  Religion.  Every  diflBculty  is  there  increased  by 
^  contentious  temper;  every  advantage  is  there  height- 
ened by  a  sincere  and  steady  disposition  ^*  to  speak 
^^  the  same  thing,  and  to  be  joined  together  in  the  same 
♦^  mind," 

I  would  not,  however,  be  understood  to  say,  that 
because  divisions  are  pernicious  to  the  interests  of 
the  Gospel,  we  should,  therefore,  implicitly  embrace, 
and  passively  retain,  opinions,  which  credulity  may 
have  adopted,  and  error  sanctioned ;  but  it  is,  surely, 
incumbent  on  us,  before  we  embroil  the  peace  of 
society,  to  propose  our  doubts  with  modesty,  and 
disciiss  them  with  forbearance.  If,  indeed,  men  are 
morally  certain,  that,  by  the  introduction  of  their 
pwq  tertets,  TRUTH,  with  all  her  train  of  virtues, 
will  gain  admission  to  the  exclusion  of  error,  and  the 
suppression  of  vice,  they  are  then  justified  in  proclaim* 
ing  their  dissent  from  opinions,  however  long  received, 
or  widely  disseminated,  or  firmly  established ;  but  if,  on 
the  contrary,  they  are  actuated  by  disappointment  or 
pride;  or  if  the  utility  of  their  scheme  be  uncertain  or 
precarious,  the  ardor  which  they  profess  for  the  refor- 
mation of  mankind,  is  a  plea  quite  insufficient  to  justify 
the  schism  which  they,  deliberately,  excite. 

I  ^ball  be  entitled,  I  hope,  to  your  indulgence,  if  I, 

in 
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in  some  measure,  deviate  from  the  common  topics 
which  are  generally  chosen  on  occasions  similar  to 
the  present,  by  my  Reverend  Brethren.  The  lead* 
ing  principles  of  their  professional  duties  are,  I  am 
sure,  distinctly  understood  by  the  audience  I  have 
the  honor  to  address ;  and  I  trust  that  the  subject  I 
have  chosen  for  our  more  immediate  consideration, 
m\\  not  be  thought,  wholly,  unconnected  with  those  du* 
ties,  as  they  affect  the  credit  of  our  sacred  office, 
and  the  noblest  interests  of  society*  I  shall,  therefore, 
solicit  your  patient  attention,  whilst  I  advert  to  a  noto* 
rious  and  dangerous  divbion  made  in  the  Established 
Church,  by  a  description  of  men,  generally  distingaish* 
ed  by  the  denomination  of  MEtHOBtsTS* 

I  shall  first  consider  what  good,  whether  real,  or 
supposed,  both  to  Christianity  and  to  Society,  has  ac- 
crued from  the  introduction  of  their  doctrines. 

Secondly,  What  are  the  evils,  whether  inherent  in, 
or  resulting  from,  them. 

Thirdly,  Why  Methodism  has  so  increased,  and  by 
what  means  it  is  supported ;  from  which  some  observa- 
tions will,  in  conclusion,  naturally  arise,  which  your 
candor  may,  perhaps,  dispose  you  to  consider  as  not 
unsuitable  to  the  design  of  our  present  meeting. 

I  am  compelled  to  premise,  that  tlie  most  candid  in* 
vestigation  of  Methodism  has,  always,  provoked  from 
its  professors  the  most  perverse  cavils,  and  outrageous 
reproaches.  In  whatever  view  you  consider  it,  you  are 
from  that  moment  abhorred,  or  despised,  or  pitied,  by 
the  whole  society.  This  circumstance  is  surely  suspi* 
cious.  If  their  system  of  religion  be  founded  on  uuth, 
the  more  it  is  examined,  the  greater  cause  they  will 
have  of  rejoicing;  if  on  error,  the  sooner  they  are  con* 
t  vinccd 
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irinced  of  their  mifttake^  die  higher  must  be  their  obli- 
gfttioQ  to  those  w^o  discover  to  them  the  uncertain 
foundation  on  wfajch  their  edifice  is  raised  But  i  have 
been  repeatedly  told  b^rsonye  of  tiieir  most  clistinguislr- 
.  ed  members^  that  could  d)ey  even  be  conduced  that 
Methodism  is  a  delusion,  it  is  so  pleasing  and  so  tom- 
fbrtable,  they  would  still  continue  in  it;  We,  my  Bre- 
thren, will' act  a  contrary  part.  We  will  divest  oui'- 
selves  of  every  prejudice.  We  will  not  withhold  from 
them  that  justice  which  we  wish  to  receive  at  therr 
hands.  We  wtH  ponsider  fairly,  and  impartially,  how 
far  their  tenets  promote  the  interests  of  Christianity-^ 
how  far  they  concjuce  to  the  real  welfare  of  Societyi  as 
we1>elieve  it  will 'appear  ^en  the  seaets  of  att  Warts 
shall  be  disclosed,  and  when  every  good  tnan,  of  what- 
ever persuasion,  shall  have  praise  of  God. 

I.  Their  first  claim  upon  our  attention  is,  that 
they  preach  the  word  of  God  in  its  genuine  purity^ 
Acting  under  the  immediate  inspiration  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  receiving  frcim  Him  what  they  must  say,  and 
how  they  must  speak,  they  are,  ixi  general,  under 
the  direction  of  an  infallible  guide.  Wl)y,.^fter-.tbe 
ordinary  assistances  of  the  Divine  S{Miii  have  been 
for  so  many  ages  granted  in-  aid  of  hum^n  ^ttafrt- 
ments,  the  Almighty  should  entertain  for  the  ♦  jg- 

*  The  modern  fiinaticjr,  m^s  a  sagacious' and  acute  observer, 

-  pretend  taas  hi^;^  a  degree  of  divine  cdmmut^iCatioris  as  if  no  rule 
of  faith  was  in  being;  or,  at  least,  as  Sf  tha't  rOk  wa$  so  obscure  as  to 
need  the  further  assistance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  explain  His  own 

-  meaning  :  or  so  imperfect  as  to  need  a  new  inspiration  td  supply  its 
wants.— But  these  men  read  the  history  of  the  dispensations  to  the 
first  propagators  of  our  holy  fairh :  they  look  with  adiiiiratioh  on  the 
privileges  and  powers  coiifcrred  on  those  chosen  instruments :  their 
innginJtions  grow  heated :  they  forg*  W\t  difference  between  the 

Vol.  III.  Go'  fment 
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^  tx^^mg^  1^  i«  A   quenion  wbicb 

4«^^  ;bf:.«oljauon  of  human  iDgenuUy.    From  thu 

j;^rs^U9$iQ0  of  divine  iUumiaationt  tbey  prqadi  ibe 

49(triaes  o(  tco^Mioo  of  lios,  insunumeDHS  iq  its 

0p<;r4U0ai9  .md^Qmpletc  ia  U^  effecu,    i|i^d  pf  the 

xemin  kaowkge  of  the  day  aqdtbour,  when  ikcy 

fir^t  received  the: Holy  Spirit-^-^ben  tbey  ceased  to 

bo  soni  of  BcUalt  and  became  cbiUkeo  of  Hgbc*.    / 

feUJcUtb  iu  CMst^^y^  the  founder  of  the  sect,  ami  m 

assuTMCf  was  give  me  th^  he  bad  takiu  aim^  .wsf  sim^ 

am  HiN£  t.    Qb  takat  rsneet  commumn^  says  aopther 

diMi)gui$bed  preacher,  ^^  who  went  out  from  amoqg 

^^  \is,*'badIdaUjfVQdubsafedframG^X*  I  am  atrriei  kf 

wrdcar  Savmr/r^m  dqjf  fjo dajh^J  leanm  Jesufs ifsom 

/rm^mom^tiJim^iiy^alltbed^^long^, 

.  ,/iTi#ir/and  th«^i#  <«iQ0QO(»7of  ikingi;  Aey  Koa  tofixl  tbcaa- 
pressions  they  read  of;  and  they  aouQie  the  ain»  and  aiiintc  the 
attthoritj^  of  [tf0(heU  and  apostles. — Sti  9ish9f  IFarbnrimi  m  Graces 
T I  aa^^#fif«i 

.  >^^*  ^Miiy  gM^  of  tke  SfMrlt,  m  well  aa  Mthj  tomeib  hy  hear. 
U^y  «n4  that  i^t  in  the  imiant,  bat  by  degvots ;  £ar  the  Gocprl 
-i^9h  iW  illoipinate  aad  sanctify  men  at  a^ica ;  bat  bj  suooctiife 
hnprovements,  according  'to  the  care  with  which  we  listen  co  its 
admoiutioosj  and  tb<  imprcaiions  they  make  u^mn  us.  One  tfoth  re. 
paired  prepart$  thci  Qiod  to  enienain  a  aecood ;  that,  a  third ; 
and  so  pn^  'till  wq  h^me  perfect  is  the  knowlege  of  the  £uth. 
Oar  mora)  advancei  tie  made  in  the  same  manner  (  one  good  reso* 
lotion  begets  another,  whip  ^  ag^in.  prodocea  soceerdiiig  ooeay  'tiO» 
through  se\:eral  intesvaning  staaesj  we  ai^rive,  or  almost  arrive^  at 
perfect  obedience^"— &y  Biti^  Hurt's  Strmmt^nid.  ii;/i^9. 
f  Wcdey's  Journal.       J  Whitfield's  JoumaL        $  Letters. 

On 
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*  Oh  these  extraordmary  passages)  allow  me  to  make 
riii»  single  observation  t  if  cliey  are  to  be  tmderstood 
KteraHy^  tb«^  are  not  correspondent  to  .'the  tenor  of 
Scripture ;  if  figurattvelyy  what  could  have  bfeen  the'  in- 
tention of  the  writeri,  but  by  investing  dietr' secern' 
with  dazzling  pomp^  and  awful  solemnity,  to^xcife  la. 
their  more  ignorant  readers  the  expectation  of  persointf 
cbmmuhicatton  with  the  Deity,  in^mMiatel jr.and  seitsi- 
biy  present  *  ? 

Whether  the  dissemination  of  such  tloctrincs  pto^ 
motes  the  interests  of  Christianity^  ybu,  my  Reverend 
Brethren,  may  perhaps"  be  so  sceptical  as  toddubi; 
because  it  will,  probably,  appear  to  your  miods  in-* 
consistent  with  the  revelation  t  God  has  made  of 
himself,  and  with  the  general  tenor  of  His  dealings* 

*  That  the  operationt  of  the  Hdy  Spirit  can  be  dtstrngoithel 
fiom  the  working's  of  oof  dim  mind,  oo  rational  anil  ebllghtfened 
ckriatian  willj  I  apprehend,  take  apoo  bim  to  iffirpu  That  m^ 
distinction,  even  in  Mr.  Whltfield't  estimatiooit  is  not  eaty^  aj^  ^ 
pears  from  his  own  words.  "  Alas  I  alas  I  in  how  many  things 
*'  have  I  judged  and  acted  wrong  I  Being  food  of  Kctptarelao. 
<'  guage,  I  have  often  used  a  style  too  afo$tolkml,  and  at  the  same 
«<  time  I  have  been  too  iittfr  in  ipy  zeal.  Wildfire  has  been 
<'  mixed  with  it ;  and  J/jtd  i  lave  fr^funttlj  nutote  anisfk^  too 
**  much  m  9Q  oviH  spirit  ^  Mibe>$  I  thot^ibt  I  *wat  *wriHMf  and  s/oaiiof 
"  efttirrlj  bj  the  assistance  cf  tie  Spirit  of  God,'*  &c.— What  is  this 
hut  an  open  acknowlegement  that  Methodism  is  a  delusion  ? 

f  They  err,  not  knowing  the  ScriptMies,  who  from  this  or  the 
like  passages — '^^  the  Spirit  itself  beareth  witness  with  our  spirit 
««  that  we  aie  the  children  of  God" — imagine  that  the  Spirit  ever 
gives»or  was  designed  to  givc»  iHW^aD  assukakcb  or  ciaTAiNTr 

to  men  of  thbie  finai,  state. See  Bishop  Sherlock's  Sermons, 

'vol.  I  St.  ser.  Sth.  May  we  not  add,  says  a  very  learned  Divine, 
That  good  men-may  he  fed  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  yet  they 
themselves   not  distinguish  His  holy  influence  ?  awl  be  conducted 

O  o  2  safely 
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toward  the.  diildren  of  men.  .Their  own  €9(ferUnce^ 
tl^e  Qi)ly  i^t|||iQi;iy  the  MctfiodUts  b^ve  ^o«  offer,  is 
not,;!  Uiiiiki  p(»rfcf(^y  iQtelligibJe.as  a  fact,  nor  ahoge* 
tber  ^offclfjBivye  a$  an  ^idepce.  Besides,  we  do  not 
find  19  thje^writings,  or  if,  in  ^^mpjiancie  with  t|;ieir  pre- 
judicesi  J.use  sp.indeteroiinate  an  expression  the  exfe^ 
f.Ufifiix  of  jtl^e  most,  distinguished  of  our  Church,  men, 
\vhQse '  talents  have  dejEended,  and  whose  piety  has 
adorned,  Christianity-^any  intimation  of  such  near  and 
personal  commufijon  with  God  *• 
^.  Grounded  a$  is  this  persiiasion  in  their  minds,  we 
cannot  wonder  that  it  should  be  the  constant  sub- 
j^qt  of  their  serqions,  and  the  general  theme  of  their 
conversation ;  but  as  it  is  confined,  almost  exclusively, 
to  themselves  t;  you  who  study  the  Scriptures 
with  seriousness,  and  compare  them  with  accuracy, 
will  assuredly  hesitate,  before  you  admit  the  truth  of 
ivhat  they  tall,  "  their  glory  and  joy  J"  Should  then 
Christianity,  by  the  promulgation  of  such  doc- 
trines,  have  received    neither  accumulation    of  evi* 

safely  In  the  wky  to  beaTCn,  without  discerning  the  very  hand  that 
guides  them.  T  See  Dr.  Ogden.— On  the  jost  application  of  Scrip. 
tarej  see  an  admirable  Sermon  by  Dr.  Paley. 

*  In  the  writings  of  Sherlock,  Seeker,  Skeltcm,  Ogden,  Hard, 
and  Porteus,  men  whose  learning  is  equalled  only  by  their  piety,  we 
meet  with  no  sOch  arrogaht  presnlnptioD; 

f  In' this  place,  and  indeed  throaghoat  the  whole  sermon,  I  in- 
clude the  followers  of  Mr.  Whitfield,  who  ard,  generally,  called 
CahimsU  ;  between  whom  and  the  adherents  of  Mr.  Wesley,  con- 
tentions about  the  doctrines  of  gtace  and  election  have  been  carried 
on,  which  evidently  demonstrate  what  spirit  they  are  of— cootcn. 
tiotu  which  would  disgrace  enlightened  be^thenl.  TantoSne  animis 
coelestibus  ir«  ? 

X  I  would  earnestly  teeomoieiid  to  the  reader  the  attentive  peni. 
sal  of  Bishop  LavkigtOn*s  Enthusia^  of  Methodtsu  and  t^apists 
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deuce/ nor  clearness  of  illustration,  tbat  very  purity  of 
whieh  they  boast^  may  be  Found,  upofi  a  nearer  view, 
to  be  stillied  with  pride,  and  disfigured  by  error. 

It  is  farther  urged,  that  by  the  introduction  of 
Methodism,  the  Gospi^l  is  preached,  by  many  of  the 
Clergy  of  our  Church,  in  greater  purity.  If  by  pu« 
rity  be  meant  the  insisting,  perpetually,  on  die  doc- 
trines of  Faith,  Grace,  justiBcatioii,  the  new*birth,  the 
indwelling  of  the  Spirit,  communion  with  God— 
I  reckon  not  these  the  sole  excellences  of  public  in* 
struction.  Could  it  indeed  be  proved  that,  in-^ 
stead  of  preaching  mere  morality,  we  have  been  in* 
dticed  by  them  to  expatiate  on  the  genius  of  Chris^* 
tianity,  on  the  utility  of  its  precepts,  on  the  sub- 
limity of  its  doctrines,  on  the  importance  of  its 
sanctions,  we  would,  readily,  acknowlege,  that  some 
good  to  Christianity  has  been,  indirectly^  produced  by 
the  propagation  of  Methodism.  But  if  the  Me- 
thodists would  be  persuaded  seriously  to  read,  and 
impartially  to  consider,  the  explanations  which  some 
of  our  most  *  illustrious  brethren  have  given  of  Grace,- 
justification,  and  the  new-birth,  they  would,  perhaps^ 
find  that,  where  they  reproach  us  with  indifierence,  wc 
have  been  anxious  to  explain  the  truth,  and  where  diey 
charge  us  with  errors,  we  have  been  fortunate  enough  to 
discover  it. 

They  farther  boast,  that  they  have  not  only  beep 

compared  :  he  will  meet  wUh  both  amoseroent  and  conrictioa.  A 
pamphlet  too,  entitled  A  Rbvxiw  of  the  Policj,  Doctrines,  and 
Morals  of  the  Methodists.  Sold  by  Johnson,  London,  price  one 
shilling. 

*  The  Bishop  oTLincoln's  Exposition  of  the  Thirty-nine  Articles 
contains  the  best  lllastrations  of  these  intricate  sttbjocts. 
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the  means  of  evangdixifig  our  discourses)  bat  tka 
of  improving  our  mortis.  If  they  have  been  ibe  insuo- 
ments  of  preserving  us  from  the  commission  of  gross 
vices^  by  their  vigilant. attention,  to  our  conduct^  far  be 
it  from  me  to  depreciate  their  daim  to  our  gratitude. 
But  why  should  they  impute  to  the  efficacy  of  their 
own  example^afatt,  which  may  be,  equally,  accounted 
for  by  the  sense  which  we  feel  of  our  duty,  by  the  obcw 
diedce  which  we  pay  to  the  directions  of  oiur  Churdi^ 
and  by  the  progress  which  we  have  made  in  our  know-' 
lege  of  the  Sciiptures  ? 

We  acknowlege  and  lament  that,  among  the  mi- 
nisters of  the  Church,  men  have^  sojOESetimes,  been 
found  of  languid  piety^  and  unstable  virtue.  But 
their  number^  we  trust, .  is  Jiot  very  considerable; 
and  for  our  moral  hnprovement^f  improved  we 
be — it  were  easy  to  assign  more  unequivocal,  and 
more  adequate,  causes,  than  the  watchfalness  of  those 
who  despise,  or  the  opposition  of  those  who  revile  us. 
The  Clergy,  we  know,  have  advanced  in  practical  vir- 
txte,  as  well  as  speculative  knowlege ;  they  share;  in 
common  with  other  men,  the  advantages  of  dvflizaiion; 
they  acquire  tn  a  state  of  society,  a  just  sense  of  deoo* 
rum,  and  they  preso^ve  it,  when  actiuired,  in  greater 
purity,  fay  deep  and  serious  reflections  tipon  the  sanc- 
tions of  Religion.  It  is,  therefore,  to  be  hoped,  that 
the  morab^  of  the  teachers  have  had  some  benefidal  in« 
fluence  upon  the  conduct  of  their  hearers ;  and  that, 
seeing  our  lives  at  no  %'ariance  with  our  profession, 
they  hav^  been  disposed  to  listen  to  us  with  more 
attention^  and  to  imitate  us  with  more  assiduity. 

Another  boasted  advantage  is,  that  men,  who  ft^r- 

merly  wt^re,  totally,  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  the 
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Chritita  cdWfinfrt,  it*   ti  w,  slttce  tht^  etebracecf' 
Methodism^  **  mfghty  in  the  SeH|jttrrtfs/'    iTfcat  they* 
af>pty  them^dves  Vkh  diligence  to  ihe  reading  of 
Ae  My  Scriptut^s,  we  are  teady  w  Confess,  to  at>- 
prove,  atid  to  encourage.    And  ihey  are,  iti   ihtf 
respeer,  a  reproach  fo  too  many  of  the  memben  of  out' 
Church.    But  having  had  no  farther  edocatidti^ 
spekkofchegenetality^^than  merdy  to  enable  them  to* 
lead,  how  can  they  be  supposed  to  understand  wkh  Cfl* 
ticat  nicety,  and  explain  with  argumentative  predsiofty 
tliose  Writings,  which  St.  Peter  asserts  ^  are  hard  to  be' 
*  understood  T    When  you  reason  with  them  upon 
any  point  of  doctrine,  they  overpoWer  you  with  quo* 
tattons>  whieh  they  call  prooft,  from  the  sacred  ora* 
cles.   But  the  misfortune  is,  that  you  are  tinder  the  ne- 
cessity of  explaining  all  the  passages  they  produce  in 
eiupport  of  their  opinions;  in  doing  which,  the  very 
sight  of  the  toriginal  question  is,  in  general,  gradually 
lost.     From  their  ignorance  of  the  scope  of  the  writers 
— *the  character  of  the  people  to  whom  those  writings 
«re  addressed-Mhe  style  and  figures  used  by  the  in^ 
spired  penmen— they  dpply  passages,  which,  when  at-t 
tentively  eiamincd,  and  thoroughly  understckktj  hav^ 
no  relation  whatever  to  the  doctrines  they  art  defend- 
ing.     Here  their  sttpposed  superiority  triumphs :  for 
the  most  feamed  Divine^  according  to  this  mode  of 
reasoning,  cannot  confute  the  most  illiterate  mechanic. 
I^  instead  of  having  their  heads  busied,  and  their  pas- 
sions heated  by  their  contemplations  on  abstruse  sub* 
jects,  they  would  engrave  on  their  hearts^  the  virtues 
,of  meekness,  humility,  justice,  forgrveness,  dieif  dmhf 
fcrutd  of  die.  Scriptui^  wcoki  be  then  truly  laudable; 
ai»d^^however  we  mighrt  pity  the  errors  of  their  under* 
'  *    '  O  o  4  standings 
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standings— we  should  applaud  the  amiableness  offMr 
manners^  and  the  rectitude  of  theii;  conduct. 

That  Methodism»  however,  has  been  productive  of 
some  good  to  society^  I  could»  were  it  necessary^  pro- 
duce many  instances.  If  any  one  doubt  die  truth  of 
what  I  say,  let  him  enquire  of  men,  on  whose  veracity 
he  can  depend,  particularly  in  the  great  manufacturing 
to.wnS)  and  he  y^ill  be.  informed  of  many,  who,  im-> 
mersed  in  sensuality,  and.  enslaved  to  vice,  have  been, 
by  the  preaching  of  Methodism,  reclaimed  from  their 
^vil  courses.  But  Christianity  requires  active  virtue; 
It  is.npt  sufEcient  that  a  ^^  man  cease  to  do  evil — he  is 
*/  to  leatn  to  do  well/V  The  menace  of  damnation 
$Q  ofoea  brandished  with  terror,  and  levelled  with  indig^t 
nation^  may  restrain  men  from  the  open  violation  of 
iporal  duty ;  but  the  Gospel  requires  that  al^  who 
embrace  it,  be  *'  rich  in  good  works,  ready  to  distribute, 
^^  willing  to  communicate."  Christianity  is  not  con- 
sidered by  the  Methodists  as  having  a  sufficiently  inti* 
maie^  relation  with  thij.  world  ♦.  For  virtue  they  sub- 
$t\i\xit-boli^sSy  which  consists,  not  in  acts  of  mercy  and 
beneyolence,  but  sometimes  in  tedious  prayers,  some* 
times  in  sudden  raptures,  and  sometimes  in  gloomy  me- 
ditations. 

.1  heartily  wish  that  I  could,  consistently  and  justly, 
^ddi.one  other  substantial  proof  of  the  utility  which 

^  If  Religion^  says  i  learned  and  venerable  prdace,  is  of  a  aaiQie 
10  Entirely  different  from  our  worldly  concems,  has  it  therefore 
'ifa  eoonection  with  thenii  and  is  it  so  pure  as  to  avoid  their  inter* 
eoarte  I  There  have  been  such  tenets,  but  they  do  not  belong  to 
•  Cbriitianity .  Religion  has  the  world  for  the  theatre  <if  its  actioo, 
.  and  i%  as  intimately  coimected  with  it  as  |be  soul  is  wish  the  body. 
Sit  m  urmoM  fublisbtd  fy  bis  Grofe  tbe  UrdJrcUf.  ofY^ri,  ^  1 777* 
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ike  propagadomxf  their doeorin^;  but  tkeman  the^mast 
attached  to  their  system,  aa^  tbemiotf  ^oKcstoos  for  itr 
•uccessy  would  not,  I  am  persuaded,  by  any  effort  of 
ingenuity,  be  aUe  to  prodhice  Jiny  additional  xircuai* 
stances  ki  its  favor.  And  even  some  of  tife  advantages* 
I  have  enuoijsrated'T-for  such  tbey  are  considered  by 
themselves — appear  to  be  the  beWildefed  reveries  of  a 
disordered  mind,  rather  than  die  judicious. suggestionsf 
of  a  sound  understsfnding,  and  the  clear  dittfatca  of  ge* 
nuine  piety. 

In  contrasting  widi  them  the  disadvantages  which 
Mediodkm  has  producec^  I  wish  not  to  excite  in  you 
any  emotions  of  oontempt  towards  the  people,  wlK>se 
errors  ami  frailties,  whilst  w^  record  them,  we  ought, 
as  Christian  ministers,  seriously  to  lament* 

IL  In  entering  u^on  my  steond  bead^  I  am  led  lo 
observe,  that  they  even,,  ostetotatiously,  profits  to  be 
real,  and  true,  members,  6f  the.  Church  of  England^ 
Now  is  the  mokt  wanton  abuse,  tbe  most  ^outrageous 
contempt  of  its  seachers,  consistent  with  such  profess 
sion  ?  '  We  preach,  it  is  said,  only  heathen  morality; 
for  God,  having  withheld  fitom*  us  the:  power  of  His 
G  race,  we  do,  not  huw  hw  to  pnach  ibe  Gospel.  I  n  thik 
indiscriminate,  censure^  men  of  the  highest  talentsimost 
extensive  learning,  and  irreproachable  tnorals,  arecom* 
prehended.  We  are  exposed  jo  the  most  sarcaayiic  cidi* 
cule,  the  severest,  condemnation,  because  our  unden 
standings  resist  the  absurdity  of  their'  opinions;  add 
because  we  dare  not,  to  conciliate  tfaeir  esteem,. pseaeb 
doarines  which  our  judgment  forbids.usto:beUeve^aiid 
which  our  conscience comaKindsus  to con^i^dn.  . ./ 
.    The  parochial  ^Clergy,  being  ihe  gukka  ofrihe  vuk 
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wd  iiidiil  tttijQmei)i%  iGM' aigDeatRr  ia^tage  be 
done  to  socid^^  tban^o  feprcs^at  Mt  as  jobt  odljr  Qt6« 
kss,  batjporBicidi^  lior  thati|ocict^  .weiaini.  ei^ded  ta 
ealigNftn  fay :  diir  tuoo wle^  iind  ifaf»rocie,  by  oun 
QflM^oiplo?  ;  i'ailiis.cofitistent  vith  .Chmt»n.  charity? 
la'  tbii  (be  mgg6sdoB'c£  daat  amiable,  spirit  ^^  wbicb 
H  tbioketh  nO  evil?'*  I&  tbk  one  oF  ifae  feiits  of 
Cbriniwttlyt  wbo^  teadeocy  n  to  ^^^ai^e,  the  pas* 
si^ni^  and:  to  aidiorate  the  Jieari?  How  ttaoy  on^ 
bappy  wretches  have  been  alienated  from,  the  pubbc 
stirvfoe  of  the  Cbtircb^aadbttveyUftenily,  ^  lived  wkh* 
^  oui^God:  in  tbe  w<Mrld9**  by  their  malicioiia  nusre^ 
pMadityiiMa  ?:  When  they  declaim  to  tbe  ignorant 
tbitibejt<rpbotoofGo4  and  affirm  that  it  is  impose 
sible  for  us,,  who  are  not  so  highly  frvored,  tm 
pidich  dbe~  Gotj^eWwhatevcr  be  their  views,  the 
conteqiKMes  are  most  depferaUe,  They)  no  doubt^ 
timm  to  |>rtAelyir  men  to  their  oira  opinions  >  but  if 
they  &il  in  the  attempt,  tbey  icoder^cfaem  indi& 
fteent-'^-ao  wflling  are  too  many  to  renounce  tf 
claiib  to  ^'  tketbingp  whickare  not  seai^«---tQ  that  sea* 
aoiiabte  iostructxoii  with  which  it  is  tbe  intention  of  oof 
Gburch.tbat  ail  her  children  be  supplied,  and  that  ra- 
taoml  iforskip,  which,  whilst  it  inspires  with  piety,  pre* 
smvas  from  emhusiasm. 

-..  3*l»y  foscber  allege  that  our  people,  by  dieir  at- 
MMbnce  on  divine  wonAip,  are  net  made  better. 
Wiiat  iff  this  but  arrogattng  to  themselves  the  pro- 
paso^of  Ommidence?  Admitting^  howevct,  the  tmih 
b€.tbo4uni^rtio»^«4et  them  con$ider,  before  they  so 
wanton^  destroy  the  present,  and  future,  happi- 
ness olniei>-*«4iow  much  worse  a  nation  would  be- 
come. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


if  11^  imtVeFtally^  Adopted  tbp  <kiperafic  resohA? 
tion  ^f  .rtftQUMing.tbe  piibtM  w^Quiiip  oi  AknigbtF 
God;  •  '.  :  \   •        •  !.^ 

But  kill  here  to  be  remarked,  ibatijhiey  ^e^  dpcnlyf^ 
coomsradtiiig  the  effects  of  the  Godpel^^  and  tjbe  df^ 
sign  of  its  Auibon  Jesus  Christy  ejcpreaily,  comitiaDdi) 
that  ally  who  profess  his  Rdigion,  comawmomce  Hfl 
death  in  the  Holy  Sacrament.  Now^o  {ireyent  men^ 
eiifaer  by  foal  calumnies^  or  insidiQiis  auggestfoaib 
from  attending  at  the  Lord!s  Table^  is  to*  destroy 
ihe  efficacy  of  that  i>iviae  OrdiMhce,  upon  every 
uiAappy  person  rvrhom  those  cahimmes  may  baVe 
itritaied,  or  those  suggestions  misguided*  How  this  ia 
to  be  jreoonciled  with  an  aMent  seal  for  the  honor  of 
God|  and  the  salvatjon.  o£  meuy  can  only  be  do-, 
scribed  by  their  peculiar  phraseoiogyy  tend  Gompre- 
bended  by  their  illnminated  iptnds. 

If  in  the  cohirationof  the  minds  of  their  children)  if 
in  impressing  jtist  prineiples,  arid  imj^lanting'aonnd 
morals^  they  can  ishewtheflaaclvcs  mbe  imderia  divtao 
direction,  Methodism  wiU.beallowcd  toifaamtpfodiicdl 
happy  efiects.  But  the  wry  contrary*  is  liotoriou^i 
Many  of  thdn  persuade  khemselves,  itt^  should  scen^ 
duittheir  duty  towards  thoir  childronia  completely  6hn 
chargi^,  by  compeUtDg  them  to  attend;  the  prayers  df 
their  hmWy^  and  the '  preaching  of  their  auemblies; 
What  is  the  effect  i  Meanness  aad;deceBt  take  deep 
root  in  tbdr  mind>  and  produce  a  copioas  harvest  cftf 
secret  follies,  and  concealed  irr^gubnttes.  Deprived 
of  rational  amusTements,  wearied  with  long  prayers,  da»r^ 
gasted  with  puritanical  conversation,  the  moipent  they 
escape  from  the  bands  of  their  deluded  parents,  they  fall 
a  prey,  as  is  naturally,  to  jpc  expected,  to  every  tfemp* 
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tMkm.  Thty  ar^  without  prudeoce,  and  withoot  virtue. 
The  moral  sense  is  not  implanted  at  all,  and  a  sense 
of  Religion  has  been  implanted  in  vain.  I  must  not 
omit^  that  the  children  of  the  Methodists^  if  they  £ul  to 
eipbrace  the  religion  of  their  parents,  are  seldom  at- 

^  uched  to  any  modp  of  worship^  or  system  of  belief. 
From  the  aversion,  which  they  have  contracted  at 
home,  to  folly  eft  fanaticism,  ihey  too  often  conclude, 
that  Religion  "Mself  is  nothing  but  hypocrisy;  and  as 
they  are  unacquainted  with  the  evidences,  and  the  ge« 
nius,  of  Christianity  ;  as  they  have  only  9  few  indistinct 
ideas  of  original  sin»  of  Grace,  and  justification,  float-^ 
ing  on  their  minds,  the  perusal  of  those  pernicicNis 
books,  with  which  every  infidd  is  ready  and  eager  to 
supply  them,  venders  them  at  once,  degenerate  in  prin- 
ciple, and  profligate  in  pracdoe.  Happy  were  it  for 
both  parents  and  children,  if  content  with  *^  asking  for 
^  tlie  old  padis  they  had  walked  therein,  that  they 
^^  iinght  have  (ooxA  rest  untcr  their  soiils  I  But  they^ 
perversely, sdd,  ^  we  will  not  walk  therein."  Happy 
Jbr  both  pareiits  and  children^  if,  instead  of  being 
^  carried  about  by  every  wind  of  doctrine"  they  had 
been  content  tabave  attended  the  service  of  the  Church, 
and  to  have  appropriated  to  themselves  the  blessings  of 
tbe  Altar — they  would  then  **  have  sown  in  righteous- 
^*  ncss,  and  have  reaped  in  joy  !** 

For  the  misery  which  prevails  in  many  femilies  of 
Ibe  Methodists,  incontrovertible  reasons  may  be  as^ 
signed.     Supposing,  as  they  do,  that  God  can  only  be 

^pfeasedby  our  abstaining  from  the  innocent  pleasures 
i^f  Kfe;  proclaiming  that  austerity  of  manners,  nnd 
Hgor  of  deportment,  are  the  most  acceptable  sacrifices 
wbjcbcan  be  offered  to  Hinj>they  shew  nq  indulgence 

to 
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la  the  comnaQn  failings  of  bunMity.  Ho^  rnntli  ia  Uto 
be  lamented,  tfaaty  although  there  are  htSon  Aetr  eyM 
so  many  who  have  mside  shipwreck  of  the  htppie09s  c^ 
their  families,  the  adherenu  to  this  persuasion  ahoulcl 
still,  obstinately,  perjiiai  in  foUowing  such  peroictou^ 
steps  I    , 

The  regulation  of  the  moral  ten^>er,and  the  euinc* 
tion  of  the  malignant  passions,  do  not,  alas  (  seena  io 
be  essential,  or  even  subordinate,  parts,  of  t^cir^9tem< 
For  though  they  persuade  themselves  thttj  their  beiiftis 
the  actual  habiution  of  God's  Spirit,  yet  w^d^noiofieil 
perceive  the  place  of  His  residence  adorntd  wtAlbose 
graces  which  are  pleasmg  in  His  sight.  Vehemence 
of  temper,  uncharitablcoess  of  opinido,  grerdtness  of 
gain — are  they  not  among  their  distingubhing  cbarac* 
teristics? 

.  Need  I  mention  pne  very  material  injury  to  %o- 
ciety,  arising  from  the  preaching  of  Methodism—^ 
the  despair  of  obtaining  God's  mercy,  into  which 
many  are  precipitated ;  the  horrors  they  experience^ 
by  not  sensibly  receiving,  as  chey  are  taught  to  ex« 
pect,  the  forgiveness  of  their  sin^;!  and  .the  very 
unhappy  manner  in  which  they,  sometimes,  termi'^ 
nate  their  existence? — thus  rushing  unbidd^  into 
the  presence  of  the  Almighty,  and  lesavrng,  sog^ 
times,  numerous,  and  well-disposed,  families  to  ip|; 
plore  their  toss!  This  is  an  evil  from  which  Me-' 
thodism  cannot  be  exculpated. 

I  have  now  fairly,  and  impartially,  suted  how 
much  Christianity  and  civil  Society  are  indebted  to 
the  propagation  of  Methodism.  I  haeve  also,  with- 
out exaggeration,  4aid  before  you  some  evils  which 
Methodism  has  failed  to  cofrect,  and  some  which  it 
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Mi'  ptoidtcact  •  I  hMW€  cadcaivtf ed  to.  strip  Hc4  in 
MifV^reieiiiatkms  oa  dw  one  band^  and  iii  duguisci 
to  ilie  other*  Whether  the  goed  or  the  evil  pre- 
potiderai^  I  kuve  to  tbr  detenmnaticn  of  yow 
Mrn  jmdgpiem*  Ic  will,  botyever^  be  necessary  to 
shew  farther,  why  Methodism  has  so  encreased,  and 
by  what  means  it  is  supporttdj  hue  having  detained 
yos  so  loilg  alreadyv  It  csfunoc  bestow  on  this  pan  of 
ny  stthjeet,  tfaetttieation  its  importance  Amanda. 

1IK  That  Mfcthodtsm  hk%  incMafeed  noie  kcm  ifii 
iatterfng  doccrines^  than  its  tmrinsie  excellencei  wilt,  I 
presume  evidently  appear. 

After  subjecting  them  to  a  ceruin  state  of  proba* 
lion,  after  peraiitiing  them  to  labor  a  certain  period 
under  the  conviction  of  sin,  during  which  God 
requires  to  be  sought  by  deep  sighs,  melancholy 
groans  %  unceasing  prayers;  after  threatening  them 
with  evertastini;  destruction.  He,  M  OMf  sb^te  mmoenf^ 
speaks  unto  them,  sayuig,.^in  a  Kttle  wrath  I  hid 
^  my  face  fiom  thee  for  a  moment,  but  with  evrr* 
^  lasting  kindness  will  I  have  compassion  on  thee^ — ** 
when  lo!  the  burden  of  their  sins  foils  oflF;  though 
^  they  were  as  scarlet,  they  become  white  as  snow; 
<*  though  they  were  as  crimson)  they  .become  as 
*♦  woolt.**    Surely  there  does  not  appear  any  ana- 

*  These  qrmptaais^  uyt  Mr.  Wesleyi  I  can  tio  moie  izopnte 
to  any  nstural  caote^  than  to^tbr  Spirit  of  God.  I  make  no  doid>t 
it  was  t  ATAM  tearing  them  at  thejr  were  coming  to  Christ,  And 
henee  proceeded  tkote  grinroiis  cries,  itc.^Wifie^'s  j9mTmal^fr9m 
I74t  H  t74f- 

t  I  Titited  a  .fo^r  woaian  a  o&le  or  two  from  dw  town.  Her 
trisls  bad  been  mcoonnoo;  iuexptewlbte  agonies  of  miod,  jcuncd 
with  all  sorts  of  bodily  pain,  not  (it  lorroedj  from  any  natiaral 
cameji  bot  sir  iirHi  §fefmimrfSmwt9    Her  joys  were  now  as  oo. 
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Bceoffded  in  ibe  New 'JkitMient^  ^t^ 

die  Metbodlbts;    i  t .  WDPe,  before  so '  learned'  an  audi* 

.  tory,  snperffuoQi  to  obierVe^  that  it  wai  ttot  a  Miad  and 

sudden  impube  of  the  mmid  ^>  felt  1^  the  fim  eonverts 

to  Cfariitiamtfy  but  tbe  strongth  of  ailment,  and  the 

rpower  ofievttdenoe,  urged  by  (he  Apostles^itbieheansed 

.  cheoiy  gladly ^to^rcpeiwe'thewordi  and  to  be  baptised  into 

tbe  pfofewon  of  ChjrtstV  Religion.    But  Vheri  Uie  re^ 

tttiisiian  pfiinsis^  speciously,  held  out  to  tbe  (lesponding 

sinner'— »wben  all  tbe  circumstances  tbat  distinguisb  the 

one  case  from  tbe  other,  are  disguised  by  tbe  preacher^ 

and  overiookecl'By  the  hearer-— no  wonder  is  it  tbat 

men^  unfai'nisbed  with  eruditions  and*  unaccustomed  to 

discrimination,  should  implicitly  believe  the  truths  and 

ardently  wish  tp  experience  the   blessing  of  this 

.  consdlatory  doctrine  t« 

tooMtm ;  she  had  little  time  to  sleep,  faaTiog  ftr  several  tnonths  last 
ptst  seefij  as  it  were,  tbe  nncfooded  fiice  of  God,  anc!  praised  Him 
Aqr  and  vi^t.-^JFinff/s  Jmtrfiaf,  /hm  1749  »  1751. 

•  In  the  first  propagation  of  Religion,  Bishop  Warburton  justly 
remarks,  G«l  began  with  the  undtrsta^ddig;  and  rational  conviction 
won  the  heart.  When  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  on  the  Disciples  at  the 
day  of  Pentecost,  the  devout  men  of  every  nation  under  heaven, 
heard  them  speak  in  dtdr  own  toagoes,  Bot  what  ?  Not  the  jar. 
gon  of  fenatkism ;  but  the  wonderful  works  of  God — /.  e.  they  heard 
them  give  a  rational  account  of  the  various  parts  of  God's  religious 
dispensations  to  mankind.  It  was  just  the  same  on  all  other  occa- 
sions. When  the  Spirit  first  fell  upon  believers,  they  prophesied ; 
tbat  is,  they  explained  the  scriptures  of  the  Prophets. — IT,  m  Grace. 

f  Here,  perhaps,  says  Mr.  Archdeacon  Rutherforth,  we  shall  be 
told  of  Paul,  who,  at  his  conversion,  fell  to  the  earth,  and  cric4 
out  with  trembling  and  astonishment,  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me 
to  do?  and 4>f  the  jailor,  who  fell  down  trembling  at  the  feet  of 
Paul  and  Sihs,  saying.  Sirs,  wh^t  must  I  do  to  be  saved  ?    But 
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SDBt  tlicy  aict  of  G*^  they  wcrognit^  ndimpioasfy 
hoMst,  to  <<  brtpg  ceriiio  fturatfge  tbiogs  to  the  ears  of 
cs  oieo«"  The,  truths  oftbq  Cotpel  have  beenheretb- 
.forccaii  iDtp  a  baireo  6oil>  the  sowers  have  recehrcxl 
/^  the  seed  pf  the.word  into  tudhen  vessels,!'  and  by 
their  mixing  with  it  the  corrtiptidns  of  learhiiig,  and  the 
refiAemenls  of  pbllosophyf  Imve  rendered  it  of  none 
effect.  God,  therefore-^o  *'  confoiind  the  tbiogs  of 
<<  the  wise»— ^has  caliol  them  out  of  darkness  into  His 
<^  marvellous  light,"  %o  hallow  His  nasi^  and  to 
spread  abroad  His  salvation." 

to  whst  porpoie  are.  these  exinples  pcodooed  ?  Paol's  sttonUuDenc, 
which  made  him  fall  to  the  earth,  was  occasioned  not  by  any  dear 
and  distinct  perception  of  the  operation  of  the  Spirit  within  him,  bat 
by  an  external  light  from  heaven ,  nor  was  it  any  secret  whisper, 
which  made  him  cry  out,  but  the  voice  of  Christ  speaking  to  his 
outward  ears,  and  saying,  Saul,  Saal,  why  persectttcM  thoy  me? 
And,  as  far  as  appears  from  the  sacred  history,  the  jailer's  oiotioiB  | 
were  owing  to  what  came  under  the  notion  of  h'$  Mily  muet,  a^d 
not  to  any  hnvardftebng  of  a  Divine  influence.  Ht  was  awakened 
from  sleep  by  an  earthquake ;  and  when  he  found  the  prison  doon 
open,  he  diew  his  sword,  &c«  The  jailor  recollected  for  what  rea. 
son  the  Magistrates  bad  committed  Paul  and  hu  cooftnion  to  pn. 
son ;  atkl  rightly  concluding  that  the  earthquake  and  the  openii^  of 
the  doors  were  the  work  of  God,  who  gave  this  testimony  to  the 
truth  of  the  Religion  which  they  taught,  he  was  struck  by  this  mi- 
racle  with  a  reverential  fi»r,  and  begged  of  them  to  instruct  him  m 
the  way  of  Salvation* 

It  is  as  little  to  the  purpose  to  instance  those  5000  persons  who 
were  converted  by  St.  Peter's  preaching.  The  sacred  Historian 
has  written,  that  they  were  pricked-^that  is,  had  a  quick  and  lively 
sense  of  sorrow  in  their  heart.  But  he  has  neither  written  nor  inti. 
mated  that  they  perceived  this  to  be  the  work  of  the  Ploly  Ghost 
by  any  inward  feeling.  For  can  no  one  be  pricked  in  the  heart 
without  having  a  clear  and  distinct  perception,  that  this  b  done  by 
the  Sword  of  the  Spirit  ?— ^/r  Dr.  Rutherfinb^t  Cbargtfn 
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To  this  overpowering  declamation  they  give  addi- 
tional force,  by  setting  before  the  unconverted  (Mut  pf , 
4heir  followers,  tl^  nuoierous  examples  of  those  sinners 
whose  sins  are  forgiven,  and  whose  peace  is  made  with 
God.  To  have  communion  with  Christ,  to  converse 
with  God,  and  to  ^^  search  all  things,  evea  the  deep 
"  things  of  God/* — how  can  an  ignorant  man  with. 
sund  so  fascinating  an  offer  ?  Thdr  preaching  too  is 
enlivened  with  anecdotes  of  their  adventures  i  ofthc 
mimbers  converted^  some  after  one  manner,  and  some' 
after  another;  and  of  the  strong  assurances  of  Salvaaioo 
vouchsafed  to  a  lai;ge,part  of  their  regeneiated  fol- 
lowers ♦. 

But  the  Methodists  ingratiate  themselves  still  fiir- 
thee  with  their  casual  hearers,  by  the  great  attention 
they  give  to  their  singing,  in  which  they  are,  generally, 
allowed  to  unite,  what  is  not  sufficiently  reganied  in 
our  Church,  melody  and  devotion.  Doubtless,  in  this 
part  of  divine  worship^  pleasing  in. itself,  and  produc- 
tive of  utility,  some  improvement  might  be  made  by  the 
parochial  Clergy;  for  as  harmony  is  cultivated  in  our 

*  SaflMid  HiftGhaat,  a  smkh  hj  ttzde,  «<  was  taken  ill,  aqi 
«•  canght  a  mali^MOMt/iver,  whereof  he  died,  iMwiicibt  crieiout^ 
«'  1  hare  not  the  least  doobt  of  my  salvation.  He  cries  oat  akod, 
"  Open  the  hearen,  O  my  God,  and  come  down  into  my  sool. 
•'  Come  Father,  Son<  andHoly  Gboit,  and/^^  miM  God.'* 

HirhfOther  Thomas,  a  timier,  fidls  Ul  of  a  highferer— addmsinf 
Jynself  to  the  pnjlf  mmmi  tsm,iie  says—**  Can't  ^  see  Jems 
'*  Christ  CQtmg  mA  an  innnmerable  oo&yany  of  Ai^ds,  and  the 
"  GoldfliAffDer^pkyed  i  They  are  coming  tocarry  me  to  tly 
«*  boiom^my  God.  Open  their  eyes,  O  God  J  that  they  may  see 
"  A^m— 1  am  wtiifr  Aam  nnnnh^l  am  'umsMim  the  bMtfn^ 
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stwffal  Churclics,  th  tfae  same  degvoe  aine  out  coogie- 
pdoBa  usually  encreaaed* 

Tbfiie  is.  another  ardSce  hyt  whidtthidt  societies  aie 
SDppoffted^  and  tbdr  heavers  nudiipKoil-^  oBcao,  the 
piniodkal  change  of  dieir<  preachem  Befoto  the  as^ 
iioancfid  period  larrivea^  fkme.  has  prepossessed  ^ 
ii^'bitants  of  hia  .district  in  fa;vor  pf  the  ao|r  mis* 
Honmy.  The  oooflicts  be  bsA  sostaintdwiih  Satan-^ 
thu  nsany  scab  the  Lofd  has  set  to  hia  SMusccy^-^the 
IKWKtr  of  hia  pmyers^^the  eftcacy  of  his  pieadwg 
-T^lhe  ailradas  of  «hia  convevsioo-^the  advantages  of 
hit e3tperieace  » i  aH  are  related  witji  consoiaua  triumpti 
and  believed  with  implicit  confidence. 
.  From  laudable  motives,  we  hope,  aald  wie  kaow, 
with  disdogutsbed  success,  they  adopt  the  Ibliowa^ 
^pedieot  both  to  assemUe,  aod  condliaie  their  congve- 
gations;)  After  meetiiig  their  aooietiesi  ibey  become^ 
ianailiaHyf  aoqmainisd  with  their 'SeiFieral  heavera,  by 
nkith  aieana  they  are  enable^  4^  tkeim  aiaawr,  tQ 
lelieve  their  spirituak  wants.  They  introduce  iato 
their  diacoursesa  copious  variety  ^pvlyaieandpersoy 
nal  matter,  in  consequence  of  which  their  diligence  is 
said  to  be  paevcid  by  puhfic  demonsdMiOD,  Md  tbdr 
eeal  is  applauded  by  individual  testimony. 
'  There  is  anotheir  mean  ofencrea^ng  thei|p  followert» 
which  I  cannot  reprobate  with  supcient  indigaatiQii-^ 
|he  unjust  reflections,  and  ^gaadalftw  rosfttpiejeta* 
lioavvery  indastrioqsly,  made.of  cm^  |nMs^  Md  «f 
9ttr  preaching.  Because  we  inculcate  upoarour  heaicrs 
the  necessity  of  a  good  Kfb,  we  are  accused  ofpreach- 
ing  Salvation  by  work^^^  indepen4^iit  qf  ihe  coK^ 

*  See  kotherham's  sdaLnbie  Tfcatko  gi|  WAHOIU 

.  aafttal 


Digitized  by 


Google 


•fluuited mercy  of Ood ilriroii^ <bis  Son.  On tfaeoonv 
trary.  Redemption^  we  invariably  testify,  is  purchasod 
to  the  vkote  honiaA  taceby  the  wcrifioe  and  daadb  of 
'Christ;  but  M^  Ainber  coMerid  that,  unless  n^  MH 
llie  conditioris  ctf  itf  we  ^all  not  be  feAtkled  So  (its 
ttessings. 

Such  ^are  ihe  means  more  imascdiaiely  iused  hf 
thenselws  to  cncrease  ihetr  foUowens,  ^nd  tsuppost 
-Aeir  sockties.  fiiit  we  m\\  psocced  10  constdhr 
M>me  other  <drcanis«ances,  wliidi  may  haveypydbabfy, 
icontributed  to  the  estabtishmentof  Mediodisai. 

Onb  cause,  whithekceedin^ |)roiiiQaQs  its  success^ 
4b  Ae  very  little  religious  iDtercoarse  ^vkicfa  is  top 
•often  ^und  tb  subsist^  beiiween  the  pastbr  'and  bis 
tfiocky  in  iMir  own  Chorch.  The  preachers  ambng  die 
^Metibodists  maintain  la  regular  coinminication  wiih 
4heir  pciofile ;  thoy  enquire  |iow  far  ubeir  !senBDns  ^aie 
^ndertood  from  thie  puipit^  and  i^rhat  improveasent 
•  tbr|r  fvodkore'  on  the  minds  tof  their  iiesrera.  Untess 
we  in  acRffirdegieeicflewtte  pastoral  interccNn*seiwilh 
frarisarisbuners  iw^Uch  our  fbre&Aers  maftitaiiiod,  ocir 
Imibfsierial  hibors  will  not,  I  fear,  be  very  sucoes^fui, 
amdJliMihedism  will,  assuredly,  comfnoctoeiicicase. 
(For,iicMrrrer  tie  may  be  distinguished  by  our  kno^- 
icgrof  hmsannature,  our  discourses  cannot  be  adapt* 
lid  to  Jfbe  'imral  exigences- of  our  fcspeotive  flockis,  nf 
%e  ^dfe  <ronscm  wMh  givnig  ^only  those  inscractions 
'Which  ai^  defivered  from  'the  pa^it.  I  will  oot  ^sia- 
«iiifie  kow  'ftr  vabity  may  induoe  other  men  (d  ascer- 
Win  1^  9iBlprl»siona  niade  by  ^tbeir  isuppoaed  islo* 
^Quenee ;  inu,  be^nd  «ll  qnestaon,  the  regular  Ckrgy^ 
4kdm4»ctfer-Bioiivesitkan  vanity,  may  employ  private 
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enquiry,  in  tracing  out  the  efficacy  ofpoUk  admov* 
lion. 

The  very  circumttance  of  preaching  \%^  indeed,  a 
powerful  cause,  and  it  has  a  proportionate  effect  in  the 
ehcrease  of  Metbodiam.  The  suhjecis  of  our  sermooa 
are  not  always  judiciously  chosen ;  the  understahdii^ 
lof  our  hearers  are  not  always  exactly  consulted  ;  the 
kmetttable  consequence  of  which  is,  thai  many  people 
absent  themselves  from  Church  with  a  jtupid  indifo- 
ence  la  Rdtgidn,  or  a  contemptuous  disregard  of  iis 
evidences,  and  of.  its  autl»>rity. 

There  is  another  cause  which  contributes  to  die  pro* 
pagation  and  success  of  Methodism.     In  too  many 
.parts  of  this  kingdom,  though  the*  parishes  be  larger 
and  the  congregations  numerous,  the  duty  of  our 
Church  is  tbaoght  to  be  discharged  by  prekrlang  a 
sermon  only  in  the  morning.    Now  it  often  bappeas, 
that  a  considerable  part  of  a  parish  cannot  attend  divine 
.  worship  but  in  the  afternoon.     When  that  is  die  case, 
and  it  occurs  very  frequently,  many  velUmeaning  pcr- 
.  sons  are  deprived  of  those  comfort^  which  they  are  nac 
« incapable  of. feeling,  and  of  th<!Me  exhortations,  which 
they  may  be  disposed  to  follow.  J  here,  iny  Retdnend 
Brethren^  mike  aii  honest  aild  direct  appeal  to  your 
consciences.     If  such  men,  desirous  of  ibai:  insirui- 
tion  which  is  refitsed  thtar  in  the  Churchy  unjbe^tfaem- 
sdves  to  any  other  society  of  Qbristiaos,  can.tbeyjK' 
said  to  ihcuf  the  censure  of  ^^  heaping  tb  ihenlsdwcs 
^<  teacher8,*having  itching  ears?-'  WtnaJdioGodthis 
wer6dttiy  consideted  by  us  i  •  Almost  aUt  other  deno- 
minations of  Christians  preach  at  least  twicoln  the  day; 
ought  we,  without' very  urgent  necessity,  to  plead)4lt- 
>  I  ^  emptier? 


Digitized  by 


Google 


cqaptiov?  <^  In  the  momiDg  sow  thy  seied^  ^ihI  in^thc 
<<  evening  withhold  not  thine  hand ;  for. tbou^knowoat 
•^  notwfaetiier  afakll  prosper,  Mrfceiher  tbi3,(Or  than;  or 
«<  whether  th^y^  both  shall  be  aliice  good.?;  I  dO  m^ 
mean  that  we  should  preach  two  discoufsen,  but  )hat  n^ 
should,  in  the  afternoon,  deliver,  which  is  the  most  to 
be  wished,  a  catechetical  Lecture.  Our  Churches  would 
be  more  regularly  attended— -the  Lord's  Day  would  be 
more  religiously  observed  in  our  several  parishes — and 
the  plea  of  frequenting  conventicles,  to  gain  intelligi- 
ble and  wholesome  instruction,  would  be  more  fully 
refuted. 

What  now  remains,  my  Reverend  Brethren,  but 
that  we  each  of  us,  seriously,  appeal  to  our  con- 
sciences, whether,  by  our  negligence  or  inattention, 
divisions  have  crept  in,  and  Methodism,  of  conse- 
quence, has  made  any 'progress  in  our  several  pa- 
rishes! From  die  rusdc  who  forsakes  his  plow,  and 
from  the  mechanic  who  rushes  froqa  his  loom,  to  dog- 
matize upon  those  subjects  which  have  perplexed  the 
most  enlightened  of  the  sons  of  men,  we  withhold, 
and  are  justified  in  withholding,  our  approbation. 
We  are  bound  to  detect  their  errors,  to  check  theur 
rashness,  and  to  resist  their  uncharitableness.  But 
we  are  also  required  to  ^^uke  heed  unto  our* 
**  selves.**  We  must  beware  lest,  in  performing  the 
duties  of  our  sacred  office,  we  suffer  oUr  minds  to 
be  seduced  by  pleasure,  enslaved  by  avarice,  or  re- 
laxed by  indolence.  In  proportion  as  we  are  more 
qualified  to  counteract  the  wild  and  delusive  tenets  of 
illiterate  and  presumptuous  teachers,  the  greater  will  be 
our  guilt,  and  the  hei^ivier  will  be  our  punishment^  if 
the  Almighty  should  say  unto  us,  <<  I  have  not  sent 
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No*  I6<kid  die  fttker,  GodAieaoiit  hod^dA 
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